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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The Booksellers determined to publish a Body of English 

. Poetry, I was persuaded to promise them a Preface to the works of 
each Author ; an undertaking, as it was then presented to mymind^ 
not very estensiTe or difficult. 

My purpose was only to have allotted to every Poet an Advertise* 
xnent, like those which we find in the French Miscellanies, con- 
taining a few dates and a general character ; but 1 have been led 
beyond my intention, I hope, by the honest desire of giving useful 
pleasure. 

In this minute kind of History, the succession of lacts is not 
easily discovered ; and I an! not without some suspicion that some 
of Dryden’s works are placed in wrong years- I have followed Lang- 
baine, as the best authority, for his plays ; and. if J shall hereafter 
obtain a more correct chronology, will publish itj but I do not yet 
know that my account is eironeotis. 

Dryden’s Bemarks ^n Rymer have been somewhere printed be- 
fore. The former edition I have nut seen. This was t^nscribed 
for the press from his own manuscript. Jf 

As this undertaking was occasional and I must be 

supposed to have engaged in it with less pwl4on of materials 
than ought have been accnmnlated by longer pr^l^itation. Of 
the later writers at least I might, by attention andTO?uiry, hav/‘ 



4t>VERTISEIiENT, 


’gleaned many patiionlars, wMclx would Imve diveridiLed and en- 
livened my Biogmjdny. These oiiaiialoxiJ3i» wMoh it ie now ueelesa 
to lament, hate been often supplied by the uf Mr. 

3xnnT3s8s and other ftiends ; and great assistance has been ^vm ma 
by Collections, of which X consider the c Mptm:o<ii catif ff ! 

ns a favoiSNrorthy of public aclcnowledgm^t. ^ 



LIVES 


Of XIUI 

ENGLISH POE’&ffT 


COWLEY* 

The lifd of Cowley^ notvithstaiiding the penury of EOMh bio^ 
graphy, haa boon written by Di^Sprat» an author whose OTOghaney 
of uxia^natlon an4 elfQance of language have deservedly set him 
high in the ranks of literature ; but h£ zeal of friendship, or|an- 
bitiou of eloquence^ has produced a funeral oration rather than a 
history : he has given the charocteri not the life of Cowley ; for he 
wntes with so little detail, that scarcely any thing is distinctly 
knowDi but all is shewn, confused and enlarged^ through the mist of 
penegyriok. 

ABa^BLu Cowley was bom in the year 1618* His Ihther was a 
grocer, whose condition l>r. Bpmt conceals under the general ap- 
pellation of a citzen ; and, what would probably not have been less 
carefully suppressed, the omission of his name in tlbrngister of St* 
Hunstan's parish gives reason to suspect that his fistber was a sec- 
tary. Whoever he was he died before the birth of his Son, and con- 
sequently left him to the care of his mother ; whom Wood repre- 
sents as struggling earnestly to procure him a literary education. 


and who, as she lived to the age of eighty, had her sohidtude re- 
warded by seeing her son eminent, and, i hope, by seeing him fortu- 
nate, and partaking his prosperity* We knew at least, nom Sprat's 
account, that ho always acknowledged her care, and justly paid the 
dues of filial gratitude. 

In tlie window of his mother's apartment lay Spmeer^s fBXff 
Queen ; in which he very early took delight to rm, till, by feeling 
the charms of verse, he Deoame, as he r&tes^ Irrecoverably a poet. 
Such are the acddei^ whioh^ eomettmes remembered, and perhaps 
sometimes forgotten^ produce that partioular dedgnation of mind, 
and propensity for some certain science or employment, which is 
oommomy celled Genius. The true Genius is a xnmd of large gene- 
ral powers, accidently determined to some partici^ direc&m Bir 
Joshua Reynolds, the great painter of thS^^esent^e, had the first 
fondness for his art excited ny the perosaTly^chard^ treatise. 

By his mother's solicitation he was admitted mio Westminster 
school, where he was soon dislaiigutshed. He wAwont,'* aa^ Sprat, 
to rdate iM he M tilito deM in tdi tunci that 
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netr^r^d tmng Uto retain tM «cdinai9^f^ 
grammar/' \ ‘ i ‘ ; >■ ^ 

TliiBla an inaUnpaol natn^ liw & 

wend^. Itliaur^^ very diidenlt to tetany tlki^aa it 
vik«k oonld not retrain fj^m ampUMiig a otxpamdl^.^ 
d^t, tboimh the boob to wiioh hp pr^ed hi« lumtiiro noidtteed 
its doii%l^tion. A mmt^vy adndltll^ aoiPa i^gp^ wid r^aotNig 
others^ ani^^^iecti^ ^^estion tto <3Qncooiod.t^|mi|^^^ 
bat refused tfih htiske* n&d the apneatnnoe Hat an ele^ 

ganoe, of a particular pro^len mw by Kdtare for ij^teraty polite- 
ness. But in the author's own honest refaMw, the maml vap^es : 
he was, he says, such ** an enemy to all cmas^nt, that his pauter 
never could prevail on him to learn the rules without booh.” He 
does not tell that he could not the rules, but that, being able 
to peif^ his exercises without them, and beuig B3fiL *{mmt to 
oonstrsiit^*^ he Spared himself the tabow . 

Amtmgi^e lSn|tlish poets^ Oowl^'; hfiltoa, and Papie, might bt 
saiA*^ to MSp in numbers and have givetPluch' early pi^ooih nut 
onl/of powers of language, but of oompehension of ihlntA^ m 
more' minds seem searoely credible. ]^t of the learned 
puerilities of Oowley there is ah doubt, since a volume of his poeiii* 
was not only written but printed in his thirteenth year : centals 
ing with other poetical conpositfons, **1^6 tragical Hlateiy af 
Pyramus and Thisbe.” written when he was ten years old ; and 
** Cmmtantia aud Philetns,” written two years after. 

While ha yim yet at school he product a comedy called 
Biddle,” tho|m it was not published till he had been some time al 
Cambrldgii. This comedy is of the pastoral kind, which requires m 
acqpialntan<m with the Bnhg world, and therefore the time at whidh 
it was composed a^Httla to the wonders of Cowley's minority. 

In IdSd, he was' )reiiadved to Cambridge, where he continued his 
studies with g^t h&tehsenees : tor he is said to have written, while 
he was yet a youhl ^ddent, the greater part of his « Bavideis f a 
work m whidhihe i^terials could not have been collected without 
the studjruf ma^, jsSSm, but by a mind oi the greatest vigour and 
activity. * 

Two years Cambridge be imblished 

Siddie/' with a to Sir Ibnelm Btjtby ; oi whos^ 

acquaintance all hWMitUiporaries seem to hhve Vi&i ambitlcmsi 




out due attentiou to the ancient models } far H is net loM verse, 
but mere prose. It was printed with a dedication in verse, te Br. 
Comber, master of the college ; but, having neither the IholHty 
popular nor the aoouraoy of a learned work, It seems to be no# Uni- 
voissBy neglected, 

M the bwnuiug of ihb civil war^ as the PHuce pamsd thi^uuA 
Cambridge in hk wa>to York, he was enteitalnsd wit| U refMP^ 
tatioa of the ** Cumiman/' a comedy, which Oowl^sayi was nmlhur 
written nor auted|/ but reugh^drawn by hhp, and repsited 
echolan. CiXhaieii^ w 


COWI^KT. 


0 


hSi) to hu'fe consi^oi^o^ aa injuriotm to lu« ropn* 

tatSoA ; AwMg tlie tiM» it #i»soxii«- 

tiai«« pH^tely ootod au||ctiip^fc ft|mi^batio». 

In IW; boin|[ ifcof# int^tef of ar1l%;hS Wae, by th« Of 

tlte &oi»i . and atLoHered himseif 

St. #oWi Obilego iii 0»tedl ^ ^ (i nM by Wood, be pub- 

liabod a Katlte, «ktd « tbo FA|d«t/' whwih waa onlyin* 

mrt«din M and aod^atii^jpiaedmm^ 

Mf by tbe tdio lOieganO© oJi^T^imraa^ 

tion, tyt bb tbe bbidbi# abd obhbdoQOO oi tb<^6 who at** 
tended tbb Ein^i^d «^eng»t Wd Falkland^ ^hoee»btice 

oeeiaMtte'mw''#ii^oin tt wail extended. '' , V ' 

Aibodt tbb tbaad Oafbtd wm ebtrendered to 
be foUoWdd to beoasoie ^leeietm id ibd 

Loird Jei^yiii Wteyweada fiaei^ «^St. Albaii'd, and wd)» enu^yed m 
Hdob edr^et^^wde an j^nired^e^dj^tdlm^ ini 

mog ,ii!id ^ploynSiilf of ^tbo ^bipWi' bMlidbnbe in4 

yeati, it filled all hla dayn and two br ijhred iiighti in wedA 
In the year 1647, his Misti*easr' was' published j fbr 'l^iiiagWd. 
at be deelared in bi^ preface to aHubf^uent editior^ that ** poets 
are eoaroely thonght freemen of theit compaiy witbodt paying 
fijQine ddties, or obliging theinselvee to be true or Love. 

This obligation to amorous ditties owes, I believe, its origin to 
the fame of retrareh, who, in an SLg^ rude and db*ultlvated, by bil 
tuneful homage to his Xiaura, refined the b^annorh; if' the lettered. 
World, and filled Europe with love ahd|roetfy. Bd^lie^usiaefaTt 
exoeUettqe is truth : he that profesWfe Me o^ght to fool its power, 
l^etroteh was a real lover, and Laurh fioubi^A4®seW©d his tendt^r* 
ness. Of Cowley, we are told by Bai^fl^**®0'^"bhd mei^ ctidngh 
of information, that, whatever hh miyuikdf^'ov^^ 
biUty, and the variety of charakers by whi^ h|%5^(ej^ 
he ii reality was in lore but once, and th^ rdsolU' 

tion to tell hit pardon.* * ' ' ■ ^ '' ’ '' ■ 

l*hia oonsideratidn canuot/lfht absitc* iu the rend’ 

er’s esteem for the work itiid^the autboUf ; w^fte excellence is 
naturai ; it is natural likewise ter tfiie^lO^ Wip remprocal re» 

gard by ad dabor«d)e disjplay of UU own w^ii^ons. The desire 
of ideimn^ ht^ in di^erent men and clTu^ 

eioWdf wit; but it seems, US ehampion as ^ 

the poet df an diry hothirtgf* W’tw al to write for what 
Oowl^ might btvd leathed tlfku his master l^iudar to call the 
^dr^m dfai^adow,*' ^ ' 0 

It lllUU^ly but difficult, in the solitude of a dollege, or in the 
brw^ world, to find useful studli^ and sedous empldymenl 
IXo iMi to be so burthened with d|le as to sauander it in 
^ fiolitibui occurrehees. mau %mb ut» down 

^ XNmwil AnacmoidwA, 

a 5 
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to ftupposd hlmnolf oliai;g«d witli irftftsen ol* peoulatioft^ atid hoata 
Wmind to HA ,olil}ot!ate pAr^OA hid diaiHoter &om orimoft 
wiiich lie wat trithin the peieibBity ooiemittbig, difem 

only by the uAfrequenay of 1m folly from him who prai$a bohAty 
whi^ hebeveireairi complains of jealwity irhieh he felt; 
Bttj^poftee himself sometimes invited and iiK>mtimeB fomaken; Ihr 
hk toey, and ransaoks his memory, for ima^s whkh may 
exhibit 1fi^.^alety of hope, or the gloonitneas of despair ; and dresses 
his Imaginary^Ohlods or Phyllis aometlmes in dowers fading as km 
beauty, and sometimes in rems lasting as her virtues, 

At mis, ns secretary to Lord lannyn, he was engaged in trans* 
acting of real idlportance with real meh and real women, 
and at that time did not much employ ht^ thoughts upon phantums 
of gallantry. Some his letters to Mr. wmet, afterwards Earl of 
Arliagtof-, from April to J)»<«ember, in lOfG, are preserved in 
Mifl^anea Aulieh,'* a coUeetron of papers published by Brown, 
These letters, belag written like tpose 0f other meh Whose minds 
are more on things than wor-^ contribute^ pO otherwise to his re- 
putation than as they shew him to have beeh above the alTectatlon 
of unseasonable elegance, and to hayc known that the business of a 
statesman can be little lorwarded by ilowors of rhetoric. 

One passage, however, seems not unworthy of scans notice. 
Speaking of the Scotch treaty then in agitation : 

“ The Scotch treaty," says he, **k the only thing now in which 
We are vitally concerned : I am one of the last hopm, and yet can- 
not now ahatiiin from believing that an agreement will be made ; 
all people upon the place incline to that of union. The Scotch will 
moderate something of the rigoor of their demands; the mutual 
nooeesity of an accord is visible, the King u pereuaded of it. And 
to tell you tlifl truth (which I take to be an argument above all the 
resl ), Virgil has told the same thing to tlipt purpose.” 

This expression, from a scw’etaiy of the present time, would fee 
considered as merely ludicrous, or at must iis an ostentatious dis- 
play of scholaytship ; but the manners of that time were so tinged 
with superstiti^ou, I eannot but suspect Cowley of having con- 
sulted on this great oocasimi the Virgiliau lots, and to have given 
some credit to tlic answer of his oracle. 

Some years afterwards, ‘‘business,” says Sprat, “i^assed of-,cour8o 
into other bauds;” and Cowley, being no longer useful at Paris, 
w.a8 in 16i>6 sent back into Bngtod, that, “under pretence of pri- 
vacy aud rctireiuent, he might take ooeaaion of giving notice of the 
posture of things in this nation.” 

Soon after his return to London, he was seised by Some messen- 
gers of Uie u^U’ping powtr^j, who were sent out in (|ttest of another 
man ; and being lexamined, was put into conhnemeni, from which 
he WiW not dismissed wilkout the security of a thouBand poua^i 
given by Pr. Scarborough. 

ThiB year he published his poems, with & preface, in which he 
sccinri to have inserted something, suppressed in subse(|ueut editions, 
which was interdicted to denote some relaxation of h!s loyalty. In 
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tkitii preface lie deolareei tliat "iiid desire had been fer some days 
and did s^l very Tehemeaily oontlntie^ to re^e to 

acme of the Azneneau plAiitajtieiit^ and lio forsake tins world for 
eter.^ ‘ 

fxm the ohloqoy which the appearance of submiasioii to,^e 
nsarpers bxottght him^ his biographer has been rety diligent 
to c&ar him, and indeed it docs not eeaia to ihavc lesaciM his re^ 
pntaikm. ^ wish for retirement we can easily Jj^JlisWre to be 
rmdlfisembled'; a man hafiwssed in (me kingdbm, and^secuted in 
another, who, after a course of bnahmilB that employed all his days 
and half his nights in cyphering and deoyphering^ comes into hi$ 
own country and . steps into a prison, will be wSling enetigh to 
rehire to some plana Of quid and nf Safei^, Tet let neithm our 
reverence for a genius, nor our pi4y fbr a sufferer, dxspoae ns to 
forget that, if hie activity was virtue, his vetreat was co^tdice. 

He then took upon himself the character of a physidan, still, 
according to S^t, with^nteBtion to dissemble tne matn des^^ 
of his coming over j'^aud^ as Hr. Wood relates, ‘‘cmnplying with 
the men then in* power (whi<d]L was mudh taken notice of by the 
royal party), he obtained an order to be created Doctor of Physic, 
which being done to his mind (whereby he gained the ili-will of 
some of his Mends), he went Ihto prance again, having made a 
copy of verses on Oliver’s death." 

This is no favourable representation, yet even in this not much 
wrong can be discovered. How far ho complied wiih the men in 
power, is tp be enquired before he can be blamed. It is not said 
that heWold them any secrets, or assisted them by intelligence or 
any ether act. If he only promised to be quiet, that they in whoso 
hands he was miL^t free him condnement, he did what no 
law of society prohibits. 

The man whose miscarriage in a just cause has put him in the 
power of his enemy may, without any violation of his integiity, 
regain his liberty, or preserve his life, by a projmise of neutrSity ; 
for, the stipulation gives the enemy tubbing which he had not 
before; the neutralit^of a captive maybe .Sweyt eeemredby his 
imprisonment or death. He that is at the disposal of another may 
not promise to aid him in atnr injurious act, Irocause no power can 
compel active obedience, Hu may engage to do nothing, but not 
to do ill. 

There is reason to think that Cowley promised It docs 

not appear that his compliance gained him confidence enough to bo • 
trusted without security, fbr the bond of his bail was never can- 
celled ; not that^it made him think himself secure, for at that 
dissolution of government, which followed the deatb^^f Oiiver, he 
returned into P'mnce, where he resumed his former station, and 
/staid tUl the Bestoratioh. • 

continued,” says his biographer, under these bonds till 
the general deliverance it is therefore to be supposed, that he 
did not go to France, and act ogm ibr the £i])g, without the con^ 
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eeftt of li|6 ^ not ihevt Mb lo^tiy «t tlio hxmi, ^ 

Mb fiiondi ^ut % hi« per!M#on. , 

Of thfl Y^fsieB ^ Olivor’*! doath, k wbioh nirmtitft Booi^r 

to imply fometMng enoomiaalao, there has been no appeaWii^ 
There Is ^ diBoonraaecmeernieg Ms ^overAinenti, ln4oed^ with 
intcMi^edf but tixish as eertainly gertvted ;iitB tcttihor no Mende 
among the abettoio cdmrpittioin ? 

A phydc, however, he was made^ at Oxford, ih Be^ 

oember 1657 ; ana in the cammenoement of the Koyal Soeieijr, nf 
whieh an acoouot has been given by Dr. Biroh, he apjmars bt«^ 
among the experimeht^ phiiiwophers with the title of Dr* Cowley. 

There ia no reason for soppoeing that ho eVet attempted prach 
tioe ; but hia preparatory Btudies have oohttlbuied imMothitig to 
the honour of his oountiy. Oonatderiug botany «e neoeeacpy to a 
phyaidan//he retired kto Kent 4o gather planta; and# thepre^ 
dominance of a fafodriid study affecsc* all gnbdtdkiate ^orations of 
the intellect, botany in the mind (4 Cowky turm^ feto Poetry* 
He composed in Latin fiOVeral boi>k« on Plaosta, qf iVk$oh the tot 
and second diaplay the qualities of Herbs, in elegiac veree ; tho 
third andfonrbh, the beatttieg of flowers, in vaaioUs measures ; and 
in the fifth and sixth, the uses of Trees, In heroic numbers. 

At the same time were pod need, from the same university, thO 
two peat poets, Cowloy and Milton, of dissimilar ^nitts, of opposite 
principles ; but concurring in the cultivation of Latin poetry, in 
which the Englieh, till their works and May's poem apr eared, 
fioemcd unable to contest the palm with any other of the i^ltured 
world. ♦ 

If the Ijatiii performances of Cowley and Milton be compared 
(for May I hold to he superior to both), the advantage seems to lie 
on the side of Cowley. Milton is generally ootttent to express the 
thoughts of the ancients iu their language. (Rowley without much 
loss of purity or eleganoe, accommodates the dlotiou of Homo to his 
own conceptions* 

At the liestoration, after all the diJi^noe of his long service, and 
with consciousness not only of the merit of ddelity, but of the dig- 
nity of great abilities, he nanurally expected ample preferineute ,* 
and that he might not be forgotten by his own fault, wrote a Song 
of Triumph. But this w«s a time of such general hope, that*p*eat 
numbers were inevitably disappointed ; and Oowloy found his re- 
ward vei^ tediously delayed. He had been promised by both 
> Charles the First iiud Second, the Mastetidiip of the Satoy ; '‘but 
he lost it,” says Wood, “by certain persons enemies to the MusCa.** 
The neglect of the Court was not his only mortlhcation : having, 
by such altera'tion as he thought proper, dtted hia old comedy of 
“The Dtiardian,” for the Stage, be produced it under the title of 
“ The Cutter of Coleman* Street.” it was treated mi the stage with ' 
great severity, and was/ufterwards censured as a saMre dn the 
King’s party, 

Mr. Dryden, wh<j» went with Mr. Sprat to the tot ea&iMfciott, 
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rdls^ind to Mt. ^ tliit, idiott tliO:f iM Poyfdm tio# littlo 

f&yom Imd ham ftkeWn him, he the iim of Ms ill 

not With «6 mudi m ii%h$ have b#h ea^peotod Ikkte W) 

gr^t,ato«a»*' - 

Whist trmskesa they exijeotojii, or whait woahnoaa Oowloy discov^ 
ed, cUbfM^ he lcno«rh. He that toisidi hts end ^ he nM moeh 
pleMd as he that attaint it, even when hO edh ih»|^te ho ^ of 
his failure to himielf ; add, when the end k to pieaoe |MlNti« 
tude; im man, perW^^. hoi a right. In thihga admitting oigvhdfttlcm 
and oompaTisom to throw the wMo blame upon hg and 

totaliy to ehold^ dx^deoce and shame hy a 
ol his own mceellhnce, • ^ . , > 

For the rejection tif this p% it g dtfllou]^ ttow'id l^dthe rea- 
son : it certainly has, in a Very great degree^ the poW«a ^ dning 
attention and enwng xnorrinmoh From the «dxflnge of dSsaieotioa 
he excnlpates himsdtf in his.prefiu^, hy ohserving how onUkely it 
it, that, having followed Ipe r^^l i^ily through dll their dg- 
tresses, ** he Should 4dm^e the time of their restoration to begin a 
quarrel with them.^’ Jt appears, however* from the Tfmtnml 
Reffitier of Downes, the prompter, to haVe been popularly considered 
as a satire on the loyalista. 

l?hat he might shorten this tedious sus|>ense, he published his 
pretensions and bis diacontent, in an ode called '' The Complaint T 
in which he styles hini'^elf the mdai^kol^ Gowjoy. This met with 
the usual fortune' of complaints, and f^aem to have excited more 
contempt than pity. 

These unlucky incidents are brought, maliciously enough, io- 
ffother in some fttanzas, written about that t^a, on the choice of a 
faureat ; a mode of satire, by which, since it was first introdnced 
by Snchling, perhaps every generation of poets has been teased 

Saroy-roigjiing Cowl?y c»nie into the coturt, 

Making apologias for his rad play; 

fivery one gave him so good a reports 
I’Uat Apollo gaye heed all he oould say : 

Nor would h« have had 'tis (bonght, a r<3htfi^e» 

Unlm he had don^ some notahle folly t 
Writ w»«B anjuetly in praise of Smn TVke, 

<)r printed his pitiful nielancholy. 

« 

His vehement desire of rc^tirement now came again upon him, 
“ Not finding/' a»ya the morose, Wood, that preferment conferred 
upon him Which he expected, while others for their money carried 
away most places, ha retired discontented into Surrey/' 

^^Hewasnow/’ FiRys the courtly Sprat, ‘'weary of the vexations 
and formalities of an active condition. He had been loi% perplexed 
with a long compliance to foreign mmmers. He vrm satiated with 
the arts of a ^urt ; which sort of life, tlg>ugh his virtue made it 
innocent to him, yet nothing could make it%uiet Those were the 
reasons that made him to follow the violent inclination of his oWn 
mind, which, in the ^atest throng of his formeiib^^'^^^ had still 
called upon him, and represented to Mm the truo delights of soli- 
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tary fitadie^i of tomp^te ple&auros^ aii4 ft moderate revmitiei below 
tie laaUoe and batteries of fortua^^^ 

So differently are tilings eeon l and m differently ai^^ tbey ehewn j 
but aeti<ms are visibK tkougli Motives axe secret CovAey eertamly 
retired ^ first to Bam-liilmB, and afterwards to Ohertsey^ in Surrey. 
He seeinSy however^ to have lost part of bis dread m iSa^ hm of 
mm,* He thought hiouiolf now safe 6nough|from intrusion, vdth • 
out t||»^fenc6 of mountains and oceans ; and, instead of ieohi^ 
ahel3F«rA.merioa, wisely went only so far from the bustle of life 
as that ho might easily ffnd hts way back, when solitudo should 
,mw tedious* His retreat was at first but sleTiderly accommo- 
dated j yet he soon obtained, by the interest of the Bari of St. 
Albany and the Duke of Buckingham, such a lease of the Queen^s 
lands as afforded him an ample income. 

By tjie lovers of virtue and of wit it wjll be Solicitously asked, 
if he now was happy. Let tiiem peruse one of Ms letters accident* 
ally preserved by Feck, '^rhich 1 r^onuteud to the Consideration of 
all that may ha^after juiat for solitude. ' ^ ^ 

"To I)». Thomas Smi. 

" Chntmy^ 3/uy, 21, 1665. 

" The fiiut night that I came hither I caught so great a cold, 
with a defiuxion of rheum, as made me keep my chamber ten days. 
And, two after, had sneh a bruise on my ribs with a fall, that i am 
yet unable to move or turn myself in my bed, This is my personal 
fortune here to begin w'ith. And, besides, I can get no money 
from my tenants, and have my meadows eaten up every night by 
cattle put in by my neighbours. What this signifies, or may como 
to in time, God knows ; if it be ominous, it can end in nothing less 
than han^ng. Another misfortune has l>0fin, and stranger than 
the rest, that you have broken your word with me, and failed to 
come, even though you told Mr. tliat you would. This is 
what they call Mo'm'H 1 do hope to recover my late hurt 

80 far within five or six days (tlmugh be uncertaiu yet whe- 
ther I sbfdl ever recover it,) as to walk about again. And then, 
methinks, you and J and xh^i Dean, might be very tuerry npon St. 
Ann's Hub You might very conveniently come hither the way of 
Hampton Town, lying there one night. 1 write this in ptuu, and 
can say no more : V^rdnm sapieiUV* 
lie did not long onjoy the pleasure or suffer the uueasinese of 
solitude ; for he died at the PoroU-houae In Ohertsey, in 1667, in 
the 4i)th yeir of his ago. t 

He wag lyjricd with gi'eat pomp near Chaucer and Spenser; and 
king Oliarlefl pronounced, " that nlr. Cowley had l^ft behind 
him a better man in En^and.” He la reprinted by Dr. Sprat as 
the most amiable of mankind ; and this posthumous prtdse may 
safely be credited, as ixhas never been contradicted by envy or by 
faction. 


^ti-AUcgrpofiuutoa. 
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Bach jare ihc immrka md mmmaUB I have hcen aHc to 
Add to the narrative of Dr, Sprat; who, writk^ when th« fotkda of 
dv^ war were yet reaen% and tho i^ndis of either iiarty were efi$ily 
irrmed, wee ooUged to pass over many traneikd4.onii in gendwl ex- 
pressions; en^ to leave cnriosiiy often unaatidtied. What he ^ 
not tell, cannot, however now hi li^jwn; I mn^ theiitefore reoom* 
mend the pem^ of hk work, to which tnj ziarratien can. he oon« 
fiiderfifd only he . a slender enpplement ^ . 

Cowley,, like other poets who have written with aariow views, 
and instead of iiadT^ intelleotnai ploasnres in the .^ind« of men, 
paid their court to temporary prejudSees, has been at dm time top 
much praised, and too much he^lected at another. 

Wit, like hU othpr things subject by their nntnto toihe ehedoe of 
man, has its changes and fashiono ind at diiSui^t tlinet takoEf dif- 
ferent forms. About the be^ning of the seventeenth ^ntiiry, 
appeared a race of writers that may be termed site nmtaphysical 
poets ; of tv'hom, in' a crltioJIm on the works of Cowley, it is not 
proper to give scane account. * ' « 

The metaphysicafpoifJri were men of leaa^ing, and. to shew their 
learning was their whole endeavour: but, nmuokily resolving to 
shew it in rhyihe, instead of writing poetry they only wrote verses, 
and very often such verses as stood the trial of the finger better 
than of the ear ; for the modulation was so imperfect, that they 
vrere only found to be verses by counting the syllablea 

Tf the father of criticism has ^htly denominated poetry an 
ifti'iv/i a rtf these writers will, mtnout great wrong, los^. their right 
to the name of poets ; for they cannot he said to have imitated why 
thing; they ’'^mither copied uatare nor life; neither painted the 
forms of matter, nor x'cpresented the operations of intoUeot. 

Those, however, who deny them fo be poets, allow them to be 
wits. Brydon confesses of himself and his contemporaries, that 
they fall below Bonne in wit; but mauitains that they surpaas him 
in poetry. 

If wit be well described by Pope, as being '^that which has been 
often thouglit, but was uever before so w'oll expressed,^ they cer- 
tainly never attained, nor ever Bought it ; for they endeavoured to 
be singular in their thoughts, and were careless of their diction. 
But Pole’s account of wit is undoubtedly erroneout ; ho depresses 
it below its natural dignity, and reduces it fix>inBtreit^h of thought 
to happiness of language. 

If by a more noble and more adeuuate conception that be consi- 
dered as wit which is at once natural and new, tliat which, though 
not obvious, is, upc»j its first production, acknowledged to be just; 
if it be that which he that never found it wonders ho%lie missed ; 
to wit of this kind the metaphysical poets have seldom risen. Their 
irhonghts are often new, but seldom natur^ ; they arc not obvious, 
but neither are they just ; and the reader, from wondering that 
ho missed them, wonders moi*© frequently by what perversenesB of 
industry they were ever found. 

But wit abstracted from its effects upon the hearer, may be more 
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t^llo0O|yhioany consider^ as ^ kind t(t M»iw0,ia 
j % oomMiitiaifiosi dissirniiat kti&|e% or discovery di . ooddlt 
res&Ytildeiitoe& in tUUp appitTcj^ nnliko/ 01 wlt^ tM d«^ia^^ 
they iiive more tksn enough. ISl^e most hMrOgeneotiS idOai are 
yo)^ by Valence together ; nature and art ^^ranaaoktedfoV lllna' 
dompaVison^ and allnslone; their leaiming ih«tmeiia> and 
thfe ^btlety »ttrpria9« i bnt the reader commonly think* hia ihk- 
pr6vt0&T*^ dearly hcmgnt^ addi’ though he sometImeB admires; ia 
aeidom pleated. 

from thid aocotmfe of their compoaitiona it trill be readily infer* 
reS^ that they are not auocessfta in representing or moving the af- 
feetions* M they yfm Wholly e^loyed oh ftwetli^ nuexpeeted 
and eurfetiaing, they had no regm^ to th^tvtmifoim% 0^ 
which enable* tie to oonoeive atid to ejcidie the pains and pleasurea 
of othe? minds ; they never enquired tThat, pn ahy ocoaiaon, they 
should have said or done; but wrote t^hr as belsolders than par- 
takers of hhmau lihture ; as being%lookn»g nphn good and evil, im- 
paiMdve and at leisure ; as eniourean doitlea;^pa|ing rcmnrki on the 
actiona of men, and the vicimHudea Of lifb; without interest, and 
without emotion. Their courtship was void of fondneaa, and their 
lamentation of sorrow, Thdr wish wa» only to aay what they 
hoped had never been feaid before. 

Nor was the sutdime more wHlwn their reach than the pathe- 
tic ; for they never attempted that comprehension and ospanse of 
thought which at once fills the whole mind, and of which tbo hrst 
effect is sudden nBtonishment, and the second rational admiration. 
Sublimity is produced by aggregation, and littleness dii<{>ersion. 
Great thoughts are alwiva general, and oonaist in p^itiona not li- 
mited by exceptions, and in descriptions not deseonding to minute- 
ness. It is with great propriety that Subtlety, which in its original 
import means exility of particles, is taken in its metaphorical 
meaning for nicety of distinction. Those writers who lay on the 
watch for novelty could have little hope of greatness : for great 
things cannot have escaped Ibimer observation. %eir attempts 
were always analytic; they broke every image into fragments; 
and could no more represoTifc. by their fllendcr conceits and laboured 
partioularitios, the pro^potsbi of nature, or the scenes of life, than 
he who dissects a sun beam with a prism can exhibit the*.wido ef- 
fulgence of a BUinmer noon. 

What they wanted however of the eublimo, they endeavoured to 
supply by hype: bole ; thoir amplification had no limits ! they left 
not only reason but fancy behind them ; and produced combinations 
of confused magnificence, that not only could hot be orbited, but 
could not hi; imagined. 

Tet great labour, directed by great 'abilities, is never wholly 
lost ; if they freti^ucntly ^threw away their wit, upon fhlse conceits, 
ihtiy likewise aometitnis struck out unexpected ikith : if their con- 
ceits were far-fetched, they were often Vrorfch the carriage, To 
write on their pbn it was at least necessary to read and think. Ko 
mau could be bom a metaphysical poet, nor assume tbs dignity of 



co^ist. 1? 

tk f»5r hy i|ttikti«ik«r 

bonr^dd 6m imiiai^oiu^ by imdumi <udd 

flimi]ie% hy mudxm^ lol i:h|riii«^ 

. In feifmM ^ w>uk8 osf t^id mse of autfio?% 451^ wnd i» exor- 
dMi i*OcaHi^iion Jw Inquiry id^iiedly 

learned le to be xetiieyed^ or aomotb^g be eaeaiwdi^ if 

their ^^taew seldom elefratoi^V^t^^ olten sat|»j^ta; if 
the imagination is itot always gfaiih^„ at leatt the powders of £«• 
flection and compatis^li m and ^,t«e msas of mataMals 

which ingeniooa absnidity has ihro#ii tdgmer, genohae wit and 
tuefni knoitledge m»y be someti^ foima Ismxied perhaps in gross* 
ness of expreauon, mi usefhl to those who know tlmiT i^^ne; and 
such as, when they aro expand^ to ppnp>ioiiity* and pplished to 
oleganoe, may give lo^e to worn whmh have mwre prsi>nety 
thongh less ooploumess of sentiment. 

This kind of writing^ whi^ was«l believe, borrofisd from Marixio 
and his followers, hadheon Focommeiidodby ihe example of Donne, 
a man of very cxtedhiv^aad varions knowledge : and by Jottson, 
whose manner I'esembled that of Donne inoro m the rnggednoss of 
htOines than in the 4^t of hk smttimentS' 
when their reputation was hig|u they had undoubtedly more 
imitators than time has left behinct Their immediate successors, 
of whoni any remembrance can he said to remain, were Suckling, 
Walter, Denham, Cowley, Olieveland, and Jliltott* Denham and 
Waller sought another w»y to fame, by improving the ni^nnony of 
our numbers. Milton iri^ the metaphysic style only in his bines 
upon Hobsofl the Carrier. Cowley adopted ft, and excelled his 
urodecessors, having os much sentiment and more music. Sack- 
ling neither improved versiflcatipn, nor abounded in ccmoeits. The 
fashionable style remained chiefly with Oowky; Suckling could not 
reach it, and Milton disdaun^ it. 

CotTioAii Kiuabks are not easily understood without 
and 1 have therefore collected instances of the modes of |iy 

which this species of poeis (for poets they were called by ihemsmveB 
and their admirers} was exhinently distinguished 
As the authors of this race were perhaps more dedrous of being 
admi|^ed fhan understood, they sometimes drew their eonceits from 
reoesses of learning not very much frequented by ooxnmon roadera of 
poetry. TKtt$ Cowley on KmwUd^t, 

The fleered trae ’isidat the lair orchard grew; 

The pheenia Troth did on it rest, 

And bhilt hi« pwfum'd ueflt« 

That right Forphyrien tree which did true logic show. 

Kach leaf did learned notions give. 

And th* apples were demonstrative ; 

So clear thcor colour and divine, ^ 

The very shade they cast did other li^ts Ooldiine. 

On Anacreon con^uing a lover in his ago ; 

liWre wad with Ihy lifh entwined. 

Close as beat with fire is join’d f 
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A imw^rfUl pme^b^a t|ie aaie 
0( thine, like Helesger’iAte* 

W anti|ieia«tMto <f{ »$e 
Um 6iiAam*4 ity smorcmi i»gc, 

Xn thefoUowm^ verses we Hnm sJXtudoA tolh lislnsial epinloa 

ooiieeruingMaiiiia; . * . 

^ Viriflty iMk not s give toe on^ 

Ta live pej^tl»IIy <^eti 
She perdon Love 4o(« to hs ft, 
liLo xhanns, haji the taste of <01 in It* 

Thus Dezme sliews his aotcdicmal knowledge in some eacomiastic 
verses: 

In overp thing there aathraUy gvowe 
A Baleamasa to keep it fresh end new, 

If *ti»ere not injur’d hy extiSnsl^me Wowe ; 

To\ur youth and beauty are tlimbilm ha you. 

But you, of learning %nd religion. 

And virtue and such ingredienK have made 
A mithridttte, whose operation ^ * 

Keeps off, or I'ures what can be done or said* 

Thotigh tbe following lines of Bonne^ on the last night of the 
year, have something m them too scholaetic^ they are not in- 
elegant : 

This twilight of two yoara, not past nor next, 

Some emblem is of me, or 1 of this, 

Who, meteor-hke, of stuff and iorm perplext. 

Whose What and where in disputation is. 

If I should call me anything. sTtould misi^. 

1 sum tbe years and me, and find me not 
Debtor to th^ old, nor creditor to the now, 

That cannot 8{ty> my thanks 1 have forgot, 

Nor trust 1 ihts with hopes 1 and yel se<ircc true 
This bravery is, amce thtac times shewed me you. 

Dokke. 

Yet more abstruse and profound i» Bonne's rcdoctiou upon Man 
as a J^orocosm. , 

If mesa he worlds, ibex ♦ is m every one 
Something to answer ^ome proportion ; 

All tbo world's riches t and in goml men, this 
Virtue, our iom'a torn, md our soul’s i»oul, is. ' 

Of thoughti^ so far fetched, as to be not only oncKpected, but un- 
natural^ aU tbeig books are full. 

To a Lady, who wrote poesies for !fingg ; 

They, who above do various circles find, 

Kay, Uko a ring, th' equator Heaven doea bind* 

When llcavqp shall bo adorned by thee, 

(Which t]|gn more Heaven than 'tis will bc]^ 

’Tia thou must write the poesy there, 

For It wanteth one as yet. 

Th^ the sun pass through't twloe a year, 

The sun, which in esteemed the god of wit. 


COWLBX. 
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dilBonlties trtiicli 1 mw» Ww wsteS identity iajpMoeo- 
phy, aw by Cowley, with still inew iwrpleiliiy, i^j^ed to Eoya : 

Fire yein a (0 {llW» I lovrt y«a 

For wMch^yoo call no most unconstant Aov ; 
rF«r&n Mam. you 
For 1 am not the same that 1 was then; 

Nofleahit how tliesainc^twtti.^KmihianB, ' 

And that my mtnd is chang’d ynumclf may ace* 

The same tlwughm to retain etili, and intaM ; ' 

Were more tnconataftt : for aceidentS' 

Must of aU things most strangely imumstant prove. 

If ironi one subject they t’an&th^ move t 
hiy memhers then, the ^er metnbeni were , ' 

^ From whence these take their birth, which now (UTO hera 
If then this body love what th' other did, 

^Twere incest, which by nature is Anbidy 

Thfj Icuve of different women ie, in geographical poeirjr, Compared 
to traTolu tkpough differeiSt oony tried ; 

Hast thda not found each woman’s hraatt 
(The l«9d wliere thou hast traveBed) 

Either .by savages iKisseSli ^ • 

Or wad, and uninhabited? 

What ^oy could'st take, or what rejiose, 

In countries so uncivljizad as those t 
Lust, tluj Bcorchingdog Star, here 
Eiigcs with iimqod^ate boat i 
’Whilst pride, the tv^ed Northern bear. 

In others make the cold to6 great. 

And where these are temperato known. 

The soil’s all bamm sand, or rocky stone. 

' COWLBT, 

A lover, burnt up by bis affection, is compared ' ' v Egypt : 

The fate of Egypt T ahataln, 

And never foil the dew of rain 
From clouds which In the head appear ; 

But all luy too much moisture am 
To overhowings of the heart ooloir. 

Cowhvy* 

The lover supposes Hia lady acquainted witff &uci^zit IftWs of 
augury and rites of sacrifice : 

And yet this death of mine 1 fear> 

Will ominous to her appear : 

When sound in every other part, 

Her Hacrifice if found without an hfart. 

For the last tempest of my death 
Shall Sigh out that too, with my breath. 

!Fhat the chaos was harmonized, has been recited^ oi old ; but 
whence the different eotmds arose remained for a modem to dis- 
.cover : 

Th* ungovem’d parts no correspon^nce knew ; 

An artless war from thwarting motions grew ; 

Till they to number and ftxt rules were brought. 

Water and air he tor the Tenor chose, 

Earth made the Bane ; tbs Treble, fiama arose. 


COWUEY. 
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Tli« tWM of etfurii miM IKK>»nn<!$ M 

Bqiia^ hm tjteft ta^ If Qki iiA» ««* aipiJy 

A&dar&tood mvy m mid 


O&axomkdMU ^ 
4 iverldttiinL laat t^b 
M Buraiw, AfHo, and ail Ap4t 
And niiitl)^ inaba M adM ««« 
Sodn&aaob tm, 
WbjchtUaadftlb wwp* 


Till thy tewra lautt with i«ia« do nv«r 
This woridt watoa danit fgam thea wf 




On roading the following line#, the mder jney perhaps cry out— 
€oi{fui%on£6om Coi^/onftided / 

!l«r« tint a fthe «nn, inid a he moen lwae» 

fihe gWe« ihe bt it tight to hiags^are, 

Or cmefa ia both, end allt and «o 
They unto e»e iuiothe» nethlng ^ X)ok»b 

Who bat Donne would hhT© thought that a good man i» a 
telesoopel 

Thoqgh God be our true glaiia throu^ which we tee 
All. flinoc‘ the being of aU tbtogs i> 

Tot are th« trunks, which do to us dfrf'sw 
Thmgs 3n proportion fit, by nsiupecitive 
Deeds of good tnen. Ibt tiy tofh lttM« 

Virtues, indeed remote, «e«m to b« usar. 

Who would imagine it possiblo, that in a very few lines so many 
remote ideas could be brought together > 

Since 'tis my doom, Dove’s undershrieve. 

why this reprieve f 
Why doth my she sdvowson Ify 
Incumbenoy f 

To sell thyself d(»it thou iutera 

By candles end, ^ 

And hold the ewntrart, thus In doubts 
Life's Uiuor *utr 

Think but bow scon the nutwrket falls, 
lour sex lives fSixtor tban ihe males , 

And If to tneasuiw ag«'« sim.i 

The sober Julian whore to' account of man, 

■Wbiisi you e by the fleet Oiegorian. 

Cunmaun, 

Of enormous and disgusting hyperboles, these flpay be eacamples : 

** By every wind that comes this way, 

Send me at last a sigh or two, 

Such and so many I’ll repay 
As slialUhlmsul^es make winds to get to you. 

CowntT. 

In tesiu I'U waste these ^ei, 

Cy Love so rahily fed ; 

So lust of old the iSelud^ punished. 

CpwtBT. 


cowuiy. 
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AU arm’d in itniiSSy theridh««t dr^fi of mAv, , . 

<A ^ 

The sun himsdf started with sudl^ frilfht, ^ 

To 6«e hia bemittB ro^m'io 

Comxf* 

An nniToraal ooxuit^mtiosi : 

His WuodT ho hwis nnthd, 

T«iw up the gxotmd ; then runs he eiwi)^ 

LftBbing hts angry tail and roaring out. 

Beasts creep i|]^ their dons* and trcmhle there ; 

Trees, titongh no wind is iUcring, shake wBh fear } 

Silence and honor SU tho place around ; 

Echo itself dares scarce repeat the sound* 

Their hetions were often violent and nnnatunJ* 

Of hig znistrem bathing ; 

The iUih ardhnd hex crowded, as they do : 

To the false light «nat tmohorous fiSbws shew, 

And alHwith aa much ease might tsien be, 

For pe'er did light so clear 
Among the waves appear, 

Though every night the sun himself set there. 

COWMIT, 


The poetical effect of a lover^a name on glass : 

My name engrav’d herein 
Both contribute esy finoness to this i^ass ; 

Which ever since that chanOt hath haul 
As hard as that which graved ii was, 

l>oifirs* 

Their conceits were Bentiments slight and triding* 

On an inconstant woman : 

Ue enioys the cahny sunshine m>F» 

And no lireath stirring hears, 

In the clear heaven of thy brow, 

Bo stnall cloud appears, 

May* 

COWLET* 

Upon a paper written with the juice of a l0Xa<m, and read by 
thenre: 

Nothing yet In this is seen, 

But when a genial beat w&nns tboe within, 

A neWi^bom wood oi various lines there grows ; 

Here buds an L, and there a B, 

Here sprouts a V.aud there a T, 

And ell the flourishing letters stand in rows. 

^ COWLET. 

As they sought only for novelty, they did not much inquire 
whether their allusions were to thingshi^ or low, elegant or gross: 
whether they compared the little to the greav^ or the great to the 
little* 
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Pbj^c and Ubirurgerjr for a Lom ; 

OetiUr, >h genilyi aidain, toticli 
T>>« vound, whicl) you yourBclf Imvo made ; 

That pain rnuBt neeAa be very much* 

'Wldoh make* me of )Our baud afraid* 

Cordials of pity give me now, 

For I too weak of purgingf grow. 

CowlOEY. 

The World and a Clools; : 

Iflahol th' infortor world's fantastic faoa 
Through all the turns of matter's maso did brace; 

Great Nature's weil-aet olook in pieces took; 
g On All the springs and smaliest wheels did look 
Of life and motion, andi,with equal art 
Made up the whole again of evetyjtart, 

% CowLlT. 

A coal-pit has not often fotmd its poet ; bnl^ thht it may not want 
its due honour, Clieveland haa j^rsllelcd it with the 3un : 

The rnoderaie value of our goH fleas ore 
Makes no man afhiest, and »o woman whore ; 

Yet why should hallow'd vestal's sacrod shrine 
l)esfr?e more honour than a darning mine ? 

These pregnant wombs of beat would fitter T>e, 

Than a few embers, for a deity. 

Had our ptts, the Persian would admire 
No sun, hut warm’s drvobon at our fjro : 

He’d leave the trotting whipster, and prefer 
Our profound Vutean 'hove that waitgoner. 

For wants he heat, or light! or would have tslors*, 

Or both ? 'fis here : and what can suns give more? 

Hay, what's the sun hut in a different namey 
A coal-pit rampantf or a mine m flame t 
Then let this truth reciprocally Tun.t 
The sun's heaven's coalery, and coals our sun, 

Death, a Voj age: , 

Ko Ihittily 

E’clf rigjg’d a soul's Or iTetfVan's discovery. 

With whom more venturers might boldly date 
Ten ture their stakes, wiUa Mm In joy to share* 

Doknf. 

k Their thoughts and expresaions were sometimes grossly absurd, 
and such as no figures or license can reconcile to the understand- 

Jag- ^ ‘ 

A Lover neither dead nor alive : 

Then dowo I lait my head 

Down on col dearth , and for a while was dead, 

And my freed soul to a strange somewhere fled. 

Ah, iptdsh soul, said I, 

WhcTl back to its cage again 1 saw it fly ; 

Fotd to resume her broken chain, 

And row her galley hert again ; 
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Fool to that body to rettirn 
Whore tt condemn'd and destined li tO bntn 1 
Once deady bow can it be* 

Death should a thing ao {deatant aecm to tliee« 

That thoa ahoald’at oome to it o'er again in ihe t 

A Lover’s besj^t a hand grenado : 

Wo to bar atiibhom boari. if onco miflo emu 
Into feK-^i^aNiO.room; 

'TwflA tear and blow up all within, 

Like a arenado shot Into a majj^lne. 

Then shall Love keep the ashes, and torn parts* 

Of both our broktai hear ts : 

Shall Old; of botifind new one make : 

From bet'a th' allay, from mine the snoUl take. 

The pofltica^Propagation of Light 

The prince's favour fa diffus'd ?or ell, 

From which ah forfanes, namea* and nature's fall : 

Then from those wcuabs of stars, the Bride^a bright eyes, 

At every glance a eonstellation flies, 

And sowes the court with stars, and doth prevent, 

In light and mwer the alLeyed firmament : 

First her eye kindles other ladieS' eyes, 

Then from their eyes their Jewels* lustres rises 
And from their Jewels torches do take Are, 

And all is warmth, and light, and good desire. 

, DoNWI!. 

They were in very little care to clothe their notioBB with ele- 
gance of dre^w, and therefore miss the notice and the praise which 
are often gained by those who think less^ but are more diligent to 
adorn their thoughts. 

That a mistress beloved is fairer in Idea than in realitji is by 
Cowley thus expressed : 

Thou in my fancy dost much higher stand. 

Than woman can he placed by Nature's hand ^ 

And 1 must neSls, I'm sura, a loser be, 
a'o change thee as Ihou’rt here, tor thee. 

That prayer and labour should co-operate, are thus taught by 
Donne : 

In none but us are such mix'd engines found, 

As hands of double office; tor the ground 
‘Wo Ull with them ) and them to heaven we raise $ 

Who pmycrleas labours, or, without tlii^ prays, 

Doth but one half, that‘a none. 

By the same author, a common topic, the danger of procrastiuft- 
tioh, is thus illustrated ; *> 

———That which T should have begun 
In my youth's morning, now late must be done ; 

And L as giddy travellers must do, ^ 

Which stray or sleep all day. and having lost 
Light and strength, dark and tired, must then ride post. 
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* All that a man h8« to do la to live and die ; the mm of httmanitf 
is oomprohwded by l>oniie ih tto Moidhf lli^ 

in hof iKwr a nKm 

.Aftff ^ Aif d hwt ' 

think, when "Was arov^n to a poor 

Apnndntopftcknd op in two y«i^ oC Hdpi 
Andthin oitnpU orthne^ 


think thM ft 


Think tiiy eheU broke, think ^ ini^ hatch’d tnit now. 

Thw were eomotimea inddiioato and ^lb%neiang< Cowley thru? 
poetTophi^ boanty : 

Them whidi Wv^t no nm^hroe I 

Then eiihile tniief, sresa whom noi^t sale i^he i 

Thou fourthorer, which bant kfUed, lad dcrriVwhidh wOtUd'ittdaatn me I 

Thna he addrcMsm his : 


Thou who. In ihmy a proi>x!ety, 

So tniiy arttho ctin to me, 

Add one more UkOneas, Which Vm wsre yott Oioi, 

Md let mo ftzHi my ftun ft lhan* 

Thus he repreeenta tibe meditataons of a lowet : 

Thoufh In thy thoughts sesroe my tmti have been 
SomumuiR osdginid sin, 
asohohftvmi thy hrouty wenit aft might 
Deshes in dying contest saints excite. 

Thou with striinge adultery 
Bofit in eaiA breast a brothel keep; 

Awake, all mm do lust for thee. 

And ftome enloy thee When they siaop. 

Tho tmo tasto of Deip's ; 

HfthcT With caystal ylalSflov^ers eoftie. 

And lake tny 'ears, which wc love's wine. 

And try )^ntrmiftr«iS8'8 tesri at home ; 

For all are false, that taste not Just like mine. * 

BoKKk. 

Thu IB yet more Indelioato ; 

As the ftweei sweat of rosea in n still, 

As that which from ohaf d musk cat’s pores doth trill, 

* As the almighty halm of the earthly ; 
doeh ftro the sweet drops of my mistrese' broait. 

And on h er neck her skin such lustre sets, 

They seem n^sweat drops, but pearl coronets ; 

Rank, swmty froth thy misUess' brow defiles. 

Boirirft. 

ITbeir ezpreftioas gometunw Itoim, vli«( intend pon 
S*p»W|ra{fttlMCc: 
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m«n in heU are from diseaMi freei 
So from all other ills am L 
Free from the>r known fomalitjr ; 

But an pains eminently lie in thee, 

Cowley, 

They were not always atHctJy curious, whether th« opinions from 
which they drew their iUiistratious were true ; it was enough that 
they were popular. Eacoii • remarks, that some falsehoods are com 
tiuued by tradition, because they supply commodious allusions. 

" It gave ft pitet>U8 groan, und bo it broke: 
lu vatu It would have something ipoko ; 

The love wnhio too strong /Vn'tWflS, 

Liko poison put luto a Venice-gliiss. » 

CowLLl. 

In forming deacriplions, they looked out not fur images, but for 
conceits. Night has beconfe a cDliimon »u!»jcct, which poets have 
ciuj tended to adorn. l>ry den’s Night ih well known ; Donne's is as 
follows: * • 

Thou Rccst luo lure at niidatpUt, now iiiSrost : 

Tinie’b (load iow-w.itc-r , wiun nil miuiln div/ar 
To morjiiw’R bu*.! .CiS ; whoa top lal> uterM Invo 
Siicii root in Ixid, tluu (ho r last «liii*oloyanl 
HuUjei’t (o ohanR*^*, vull snurclie a this , 

Nt.w wht u tiu‘ I'iic’ i whofco last ItJ 

To morrow, tlcups : when the eoi.di TuiuU man, 

\\ ho. wiioii he opus biS tyc-., must stmt tlumi tLen 
Agfiin by doutb, rtbliougu «nd watch ha btftp, 

Doitli piaelu'e dying by a V.ttU* sleep , 

Thoi' at Ihi*. midnight seest tne. 

It must ]>c however confcbsed of Ihe^o writers, that if they are 
upon common subjects often unncocbsarily and unpoetioly subtle ; 
yet, where fachok^itic speculation cannot be properly admitted, their 
cepiou^nesB and aimteiiesB may ju^tly be udmired. What Cowley 
has written upon Hope f-hews an nuequailccl fertility of invention; 

Il'ipo, whose wii.ik hmuft lumeU if. 

Alike' if It and ir it ijiiss 

Vv hfirn JUKI 1 t>r 111 »*s vijua ly poiifomul, 

Amu tifUfi the huri'f. ol f.iLc’b i.jii‘iniua wound; 

A .1,11 '.'i mow ! wi.ish d 'sr vuoish fiwitc. 

• Koi'i lit I'uil moon a id jht*’oci aigf t 
The stfija not a po^.ib luy 
Of blefthUig ttuT , 

If ih'ngti then fnmthc'.v end wo happy c-dl, 

"Tii hope ifj the most hujKU’^tt thing vl ali. 

HopBy (A.(Ui bold tnsit'i oi delight* 

Who, w'f list thou should*..! but taUe, dtMiur'iitit tJ^^U ! 

I Imu hi ingVt u^i .’11 estate, but leav'bt up poor, 

Jiy elogtimg it wiih u-gacics before ' 

• Tbr (OJ 8 whu'M wc eniiit: shou.U Wjui, 

Come ilelloured virguisto our bed; ^ 
brood ff^rtiitieb w-iUK ut gtdn iinjmrted be, 

Such mighty eusioui’b paid to H en • 

For joy, like wirii kept elohc does hcttertiste; § 

If u take Uijr boloie Ks spirit* wahtu. 
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To the foUouving comparieon of a mm that travels and his wife 
that Btnya ut home, with a pair of compassfjs, it may be doubted 
W'licther absurdity or ingenuity has better claim : 

Our tm> souk, therefore, whi^ are one, 

Though I must go, endure not yet 
A breach, but an expansion, 

Lfltc goM to airy thinness beat. 

3f they be two, they are two bo 
As «ti ir twin cotnpaases arc tW'O ; 

Thy {k)ul, the fix’d foot, mahes no show 
To move, if th' other do. 

And though it in the centre sit. 

Yet, when the othta* fw doth roam, 

It loans and hearkens alter it, 

( And grows erect as that comes home, 

Sucli wilt thou be to me, who must 
lAke th’ olhei foot obliquely run, 

T'hy firninosH makes ni>Mircle 
And makes me end wiiere 1 beguu. 

9 • Donnk, 

in ull thcBo examples it is apparent, that whatever is improper 
or vicio.is iB])ro<Iuced by a voluutary deviation from nature in pur- 
suit S(iui<*tluug now and strange ; ajid that the writers fail to give 
delight by their desire of exciting admiration. 

Having thus endeavoured to exhildt a general reproseutation of 
the Hlyle and soniimenis of the motaphyaical poets, it is now pro- 
per to examine particularly the works of Cowley, who was almost 
the luKt of that race, mid undoubtedly the bc.*»t. 

IIH Miscellanies cvintain acollectioi» of short compoationa, written 
some as they were dlciated by a mind at hnsure, and some as they w^ero 
ciilied forth by different occasions; wdtU great variery of style and 
.weniiineufc, from Inirlostjue levity to awful grandeur, Much an assem- 
blage of diviMvilied excellence no other pool has hitherto ulTurded. 
To choose the best, among many good is one of the most haaardoua 
attempts of cnticism, 1 know not whether Scalig(*r himself bus 
})ersaaded many readcia to join with him in his jinfovence of the 
two favourite otles, which he cstbnates in his raptures at the value 
tf a kingdom. 1 will, however, venture to recommend Uowley’s 
lir-t piece, which ought to be inscribed To udj Mast^j for want of 
wdiieU tlie second couplet is without reforonoe. ATlion the title is 
Tid'd, there Will 4iU remain a defect; for every piece ought to 
contain in itself whatever is ueccstary to niiike it intedligible. Pope 
has some epit[i])hs without names, wdiich nre Hierefore epitaphs to 
b(,‘ let, oc(>ipitil indeed for the present, but hardly appropriated. 

Til'- ode on uil h {ilrnoj^t w’iihont a rival, Ji was about the time 
oi‘ CfAvley that ^"rV, wliif h had been till then u-tju for ihUlbcUoniin 
c'Ttvad^liiici.ion to took the meaning, whatever it be, uhich 
itn iw btiiirs. 

f)l ai the j<aP/<i*gcs in which poets have exemplified their own 
pr- cepta, none^bill be easily j found of greater excellence than 
llkut iu which C'mvley coudemUB exuberance of wit ; 
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tet ’tic not to «dom»iid eadi 
Th»t mor« cost toati sort. 

Jovels at nose and lips bat ill sppoar ; 

Katiter than all tbtogs wit. let none be there. 

Several lights Drill not be scexi. 

If there be nothing clto betweeti. 

Men doubt, because they stand so thick V tli* sky, 

If those be stars which paint the galaxy. 

In kis yeriieB to Lord Falkland, whom ewerj man (sf kjb time wan 
proud to praifie, there ate^ as there must be in nil Cowley's compo- 
sitionB, some striking thoughts, but they are not well wrought, liis 
elegy on Sir Henry Wotten is vigorous and happy; the series of 
thoughts is easy and natural ; and the oonolusion, though a little 
weakened by the intrusion of Alexander, is elegant and forcible. 

It may be remarked, that in this elegy, and in most of his encomi- 
astic poems, he has forgotten or neglected to name hisi heroes. 

In his poem on the deatlf of I^grvey, there is much praise, but 
little passion ; a very just and ample delineation of such virtues as 
a Btu^oos privacy *adiflits, and such intellectual excellence as a 
mind not yet called forth to action can display, lie knew how to 
distinguish, and how to commend, the qualities of his companion ; 
but, when ho wishes to make us weep, he forgets to weep himself^ 
and diverts his sorrow by imagining how his cromi of bays, if he 
had it, would crackk in the fire. It is the odd fate of this thought 
to be the worse for being true. The bay-leaf cracklt» remarkably 
as it burns; as therefore this property was not assigned it by 
chance, the mind must be thought sufficiently at ease that could 
attend to smdi minuteness of physiology. But the power of Cowley 
is not so much to move the affections, as to exercise the under- 
standing. 

The Chronide is a composition unrivalled and alone ; such gaiety 
of fancy, such facility of expression, such varied eirnilitudc, such a 
succession of images, and such a dance of words, it would be in 
vain to expect, except from Cowley. His strength always appears 
in his agility ; his volatility is not the flutter of a light, but the 
bound of an elastic mind. His levity never leaves its learning be- 
hind it ; the moralist, the politician, and the critic, mingle their 
inttuence even in this airy frolic of genius. To such a perform- 
ance Suclding could have brought the gaiety, but not the know- 
ledge; Dryden could have supplied the knowledge, but not the 
gaiety. 

The verses to Davenant, which arc vigoixmsly begun, and hap- 
pily concluded, ennfain some hints of criticism, very justly con- 
ceived, and happily expressed. Cowley’s critical abi]iti(ft have not 
been Bufficiently observed ; the few dedaions and remarks, which 
his prefaces and bis notes on the Davidjds supply, W'cre at this 
time acceseions to English literature, and s1*jw such skill as raises 
our wish for more examples. 

The lines from Jersey are a very curio us and plciping specimen of 
the familiar descending to a burlesque. 

H» two )actri9ri M and mwt BeasoJl ar» no 
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mean fipecimenfl of mel^hy^iieal po«try. , TJao staiuas against 
knowledge produce but little oonviptSon, W, those which are in- 
tended to exalt the human faculties, Keaeou hM its proper task as- 
signed it—that of judging, not M things tcTealed, but of the 
reality of revelation. In the verses fiw Seaeon is a passage which 
Bentley, in the only English verses which ho is known to have 
written, seems to have copied, though with the inferiority of an 
imitator. 


The Holy Hook like the eighth iphere doth shine 
With thousand lights oi truth divine, 

6o numbeerkse the stai«, that to our eye 
It makes alt hut onegalasy. 

Yet reason muataa$ist ua for, in aeas 
Stu vast and diingerous as these, 

Our course by state ahorc we eaunot know, 
Without the cojonpasatoo U'lo^ 


After this says Bentley : 


Who travels in religious Jars, 

Truth mjx’d viith error, shade with mya, 
Like W'^histop wanting pyx or stars, 

In ocean v idc or sinks or strays. 


Cowley Beeme to have had what Milton is beliovoJ to have 
wanted, the skill to rate hk performances by their just value, atul 
has therefore closed his misooUanies with the verses npou Cmhaw, 
which apparently esicel all that have gone before them, and in 
which there arc beauties which common authors may justly think 
not only above their attainment, but above their ambition. 

To the Miscellanies succeed the Anaiw^thnoi, cr paraiihristical 
trattslatiomi of some little poems, w^hich pass, however justly, under 
the name of Anacreon. Of these aongs dedicated to festivity and 
gaiety, of which even the morality is volupiuous, and which teach 
nothing but the enjoyment of the present day, be has given ra- 
ther a faithful than a pleasing repre*«ntiitioo, liiiving retained 
their eprightlinese, but lost tlr-ir RimpUcity. The An.acreon of 
Cowley, like the llt>iu.cr of Jjcis admitted the decoration of 
Bomo modern graces, by which he is umloubtediy more amiable to 
common readers, and perhaps, if they wowld honestly declare their 
own perceptions, to fai the greater part of those whom courtesy 
and ignorance arc content to style the learned. 

These little pieces will be found more linished in their kind than 
any of OowkyV- w’orks. The diction ahewa ntlthing of the mould 
of time, and the sentimonts aro at no great distfince from our pre- 
sent habitudes of thought. Iteal mirth must always be natural, 
and natui'e is uniforixr Men have been wise in very difleront 
modes; but they hav^'^ always laughed the same way. 

Levity of thoxaght naturally produced familiarity of language, 
and the famili^^ part of language oontinuos long the same ; the 
dialogue of comedy, when it is transcribed from popular maimorB 
^ ^ ploasiu'e. The ar^ 
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tiftqes of invorsion, hy wliieh tbe c«Ubl^ed order of words is 
changed, or of innovation by which new words or meanings of 
words are introduced^ h |>rafetiJiwd, ftot by these who talk to bo 
derstood, but by those who write tnbd aanairod, 

The Jinaorcontiquee, t^oi^eforei of Cowley, give now all the plea- 
miro whioh they If he was ibrmod by natnwfor one 

kind of writing more iiian for another^ bis powdr seems to have 
been greatest in the famihitT and the Ibsidvo* 

The next dais of hw poems is called Thf MulresSf of which it is 
not necessary to select any parfcictalar pieces for praise or censure. 
They have all the same beatiiios and fanUa, and nearly in the same 
proportion. They are written with exuberant of wit, and with 
copiousness v{ learning ; and it is truly asserted by Sprat, ^hat the 
plenitude of the writer’s knowledge tJowaf in upon hSs page, so that 
the reader is commonly ^rpriaed into some improvement. But, 
coiisidered aS tbe verses of a h)V#, no man that has ever loved will * 
much commend them^ They are neither courtly nor pathetic, 
Jiave neither gallantry nor fondness. His praises are too mr songht, 
and too hyperbolical, either to express love, o*rto excite it; every 
stanza is crowded with darts and llatnes, with wounds and death, 
with mingled wouls and with brokbn hearts. 

The principal artilice by which T/ie Mistr^sf is filled with con- 
ceifcji is very oopiouly displayed by Addison. liove is by Cowley, 
as by other poets, expressed metaphorically by fiame and fire j and 
that which ie true Of real fire is said of love, or figurarive fire, the 
same word in the same sentenoe retaining both significations. 
Thus, ‘^observing the cold regard of his mistress's eyes, and at tbe 
same time their power of prodiicing love in him, he considers^ thorn 
as burning-glasses made of icc. Finding himself able to live in 
the gi'eatost oxtremities of lore, he concludes the torrid zone to be 
habitable. I'pon the dying of a tree on wliich lie had cut his 
loves, he observes that his flames had burnt up and withered the 
free,” 

Thef'e conceits Addisofi calls mixed wit ; that is, wit which con- 
sists of thoughts true in one sense of the expression, and false m 
tho other. AddisonV representation i.s sufficiently indulgent: that 
confusiow of images may onrortain for a moment; but, being un- 
nattiral, it soons grows wearisome. Cowley delighted in it, as much 
as if he liad invented it ; but, not to mention the ancients, he 
might have found it full-blown in modern Italy, Thus Sannazaro. ' 

Aapicc quam viriis diaWingar £.e«bia curis ! 

TJror, & heu! nostro manat ab igne Uqaar : ' 

Sum NUus.sumqne ^iitna siroul , restjdngite flaraitoaB 
, 0 lacrimia, aut iaenmas ebibe fiantma meas. 

• 

One of the severe theologians of that tiitRi censured him as hav- 
ing published a huvl of pro/Aiu and lamvmui verses. From the 
charge of profaneness, tho constant tenor of hieiife, which seems 
to have been eminently virtuous, and tho generd tendency of his 
opinions, which discover no irreverence of religion, must defend, 
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him ; bufi that the hccmtioxi of hmyioxme&ti is unjust^ the 
»al of his work will BnfficienUj evince. 

OowJoy's Mutrms has no power of redaction : she 'Splays irotmd 
th©head» but roaches hot the heart” Her ' beauty and absence, 
her kindness, ^aud cruelty, her disdain ^and inctmstancy, produce no 
correspondence of emotion. His poetiofd account of the virtues of 
plants, and colours of lowers, is not paused with more sluggish 
i^ngidity. The compositionB are sdoh a^ might have been written 
for penance by a hermit, or for hire by a philosophical rhymer 
who had only heard of anoihor sex j for th^ turn the mind only 
on the writer, whom, without thinking on a woman but as the sub* 
ject for hi|^ task, we sometimes esteem as learned, and sometimes 
despise ^ tricing, always admire ingenious, and always condemn 
as unnatural. 

The Pindarique Odes are now ^ be osrnsidered ; a species of com- 
position, which Cowley thinks Fancirolus .might have counted in 
his list th€ lost inventions of antiquity^ airi l^ich he has made a 
bold and vigorous attempt to recover. 

The purpose with which he has paraphrased Olympic and Ne- 
maean Ode is by himself sufficiently explained. His endeavour was, 
not to shew jircclsel^ wha4 Pindett spol^, hut his vtunner of tpeahing. 
He was therefore not at all restrained to his expressions, nor much 
to his sentiments ; nothing was required of him, but not to writo 
as Pindar would not have wiitten. 

Of the Olympic Ode, the beginning is, I think, above the origi- 
nal in elegance, and the conclusion below it in strength. The con- 
nection is supplied with great perspicuity ; and the thoughts, which 
to a reader of less skill seem thrown together ^ olmnce, are con- 
catenated without any abruption. Though the English Ode cannot 
be called a translation, it may be very properly consulted as a com- 
mentary. 

The spirit of Pindar is indeed not every w here equally preserved. 
The following pretty lines are not such his deep mouth was used 
to pour: 

Great Bhea’s &on. 

If in Olyiaptis' where thou , 

SItt’at to hahoM thy jutcred shew, 

If in Alpheus* silver flight. 

If in toy Torse thou take delight, 

My verse, great Ehea’s son, which is 
Lofty S8 that and smooth as this. 

In the N-jmsean Od^ the reader must, in mere justice to Pindar, 
observe, that whatever is said of the original imv moon, her tender 
forehead and her horns, is superadded by his pamphrast, who has 
many other plays of w^r^rds and fancy unsuitable to the original, as, 

The table, firee for cv'ry guest, 

©No doubt will thee admit. 

And feast more upon thee, than thou on it. 

He sometimes extends his author's thoughts without improving 
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them* In the Olympionic an oath is m^tion^d in a single word, 
and Cowley spends threp lines in swearing hy the Castalian Stnanu 
We ai^ told of Thc^% bounty, with hint that he had enemies 
which Cowley thw in ribyming^iose : . 

Buthi this thalUdeu world Uwgiiircr 
' J^ermed even hgr ih« rcooiverj 
‘ ’Tis now the cbed^ and frugaU^hion, 

) E»th«r to hide than oum the ohUgadon 
Hiy, 'tis jaufih worstihan &Oi ^ ^ 

It now aa an^dee does frdw 
. . ' Wrocgsandlnjuriestodo;' 

I^stnacn ffhOhW thlnh weovre.:/ , / 

It is hard to ooneeive that a man of the first rank hn Idaifiing and 
wit, when he ww dealing out such minute morality In such feeble 
diction^ imagine^ eitj^er w^ing or dreaming, tnat he imitated 

In the foIlowiiig^Odip, where Cewley chooses his own subjects, he 
sometimes rises to dignity truly Pindaric;, and, If s(^ deficieU' 
cies of language be forgiven, his strains are such as those of the 
Theban bard were to his contemporaries : 

Begin the iong, »nd strike the Uving lyre : 

Lo how the yeare to come, a numerouB and nelUfltted tpiire, 

AU. band u hand do (koently advance. 

And to my song with smooth and equal measure dancer 
'While the dance lasts, how tong sooner it be. 

My music’s voice shall bear it company ; 

Till all gentle notes be drown'd 
In the last trumpet's dreadfUl sound. 

i^iter such enthusiasm, who will not lament to find the poet 
conclude with lines like those : 

But atop, my Mu»c— 

Hold thy Pindaric Pesasus closely ia> 

Which does t^o rage begin— 

— *Ti8 an unnSiy and a hard-moulb'd horse — 

'I'wjil no«ur>skitful touch endure, 

But flings writer and reader too that sits not sure. 

The fliult of Cowley, and perhaps of all the writers of the nieta- 
phyeioal race, is that of pursuing his thoughts to the last ramifica' 
tions, by which he loses the grandeur ot generality ; for of tlm 
greatest things the parts are little ; what is little can be but pretty, 
and by claiming dignity becomes ridiculous. Thus all the power 
of description is destroyed by a scrupulous enumeration, and the 
force of metaphors is lost, when the mind by the mention of parti- 
culars is turned more upon the original than the secondary sense, 
more upon that from which the UlustratIo|l is drawn than that to 
which it is applied. 

Of this we nave a very eminent example, in the ode intituled 
The Muse, who goes to talc Che air in an intellbotual chariot, to 
which he harnesses Fancy and Judgment, Wit and Eloquence, 
Memory and Invention : how he distinguished Wit from Fancy, or ^ 
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how Memory could properly coutribate to motion, he has not 
plained : wc are, however, oontent to auppoic that he could hare 
lustided his own fiction, and wish to see the Muse begin her career ; 
but there is yet more to be done. 

Let the Nature moiuat, end let 

coaidmian Art bo sot ; 

And lot the atry ibotmau, running all bseidCi 
Make a long row of goodly pttdo 
Piguree, conceits, raptures, and sentenoei^ 

In a well-wordpd dress. 

And jinnocenee loves, and pleasaat irntltf . and uieful lies, 

In all their gaudy Itveilea* ^ 

Every mind is now disgusted with this cumber of magnificence 
yet 1 o&inot refuse tnysell the four next lines : , 

MetoU;. glorious queeSi^by travslling throoe, 

And bid it to put Off} 

For long tliou^h cheerfbl is the w4y. 

And life, alas i allows but one ill wmters day, 

In the same ode, celebrating the power of the Muse, he gives her, 
presdenoe, or, in poetical leakage, the foresight of events hatch 
mg in fhtnrity ; but, having once an egg in his mind, he cannot 
forbear to shew us that he knows what an egg contains : 

Thou in the close uhsta oF Time dost peep. 

And there 'Alth piercing eye 

Through the firm shell and the tlwck white dost spy 
Years, to coiuf a-tbrmfng Ue» 

Close to their sacied feeuadlne asleep. 

The same thought Is more generally, and therefore more poetically 
expressed by Casimor, a writer who has many of tho beauties and 
faults of Cowley : 

Omnihui mundi Dominant horis 
Aptat urgendas perluaue penuas, 

Pars adhuc uldo latci., Se fufaros 
^rweit w aonos. 

Cowley, whatever was his subject, seems to have been carried, by 
a kind of destiny, to the light and the familiar, or to oonceiis which 
require siill more ignoble epithetf*. A slaughter in the Bed Bea 
9UW dm the waters name ; and England, during tho civil war, was 
Albion no more, nor to he named /rom white It is surely by some 
fasoination not easily surmounted, that a wnter,#profefiBing to revive 
the noblest 0nd highest writing in m^se, makes this address to the 
new year: 

Nay, if thou lov'st tna, gantlb year, 

Let not so as jove be there. 

Vain, fruitless Jove I mean , for, gentle year, 

Although I fear 

Therq’p of this caution little need'. 

Yet, gentle year, take heed 
How thou dost make 
Such a mistake; 
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Such love I mean alou’ 

An hy thy auel pnrtlet!tf«s<rfe ha* Uvt a iAnma i 
For, though I tjAvfl too rapeh cause to doubt it, 

1 f«ln wouU try for oacg k life eau live i^ithoot it. 

l*li« yoadcr of tbis will be inclined to crj?; out with Prior — 

Critics, , , ■' 

I/cf/rpof^r to tkis ^04 styl€/ 

Even thoc;e wbo <^nn<>i fuT^aps &nd in tke latbmian oar Nesaaean 
songH whut antiquity has diPi>os<ed tbcsn to e^cpect, will at least see 
tbftt they arc ill represented py snek puny jpoetry j and all will de- 
termine that if this bo the old Theban ^trw^ it w not worthy of 
revival. 

To the disproportion and incongruity of Cowley's S^imeillsmnst 
})e added the uncertainty and looseness of his measures. He takes 
the liberty of nwing in anjipko^a verec of any length, ftom two 
syllables to twelve. Tbo verses orPMar have, iw he observes, rory 
little harmony to a enoAsrn o^r ; y«Bt by exathining the .syllable we 
perceive them to bo rcgnb.r, and have reason enough for supposing 
that the aweieut and iouces were delighted with the sound. The 
imitator ought therefore to have .adopted what ho found, audio 
have added what was wanting; to have preserved a constant return 
of the same «timber-i, and to have supplied smooikpe^ft of transition 
and cjoiitiiiuity of thought. , 

It is urged by i)r. Sprat, that the itrcgHlanfy numbers is lh$ 
r^ry Utinff wliioli luakes tbai Hndof poatfjit for all mmiMr of subjects* 
Ihit he should have remeiuhercd, that what fe lifctbr everything can 
iit nothing well. Tho great pleasure of vetoes arises from the 
known me^iires of the lines, and uniform structure of the Bfcanms, 
by which tha Voice iw roguliitcd, and the meiuoTy relieved, 

If the Pindaric stylo bo, what Cowley thinks it, the bi^/hest and 
nuhUst Uhil of wrttfnr/ in vnse, it can be adapted only to high and 
nohlti subjects ; and i’t will not be m%j to i*eeoncile the poet with 
the Clitic, otto conceive how that can be the highest kind of 
writing in verse, whicji, According to Hprat, -is cHefy to ht prefer- 
red for ‘its nror OtHiriif/ io 

This lux nml lawless vorHiheation so much conwaled the deficien- 
cies of the barren, and flattered the bizinm of the idle, thait it im- 
mediately overspread our brooks of prvetry ; all the boys and girls 
caught the plcu.^^ing Ihshion, and they that could do nothing else 
could write like Pindar. ll\e riglits of antiquity were invaded, 
and disorder tried tojircak into the Latin : a poem on the Sheldunian 
Theatre, in wdiieh all kinds of verse were shaken toget^yer, is un- 
happily insemd in the Muse Angiicamv., Pindarism prevailed 
about half a century; but at last died gradually away, iMid other 
iinitatioiiB supply its place. • 

The Pindanck Odcis have so long enjoyeu the highest degree of 
poetical reputation, that I am not willing t-o dismiss thorn with un- 
abated censure ; arid surely though tho mode of tfeir composition 
be erroneous, yet many parts deserve at least that admiration which 
B 5 
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h dne to paai: ooitiprebjousion of kAowledgo, and groat fertBitj 
fancy. The ihaughts are often iietr* and oft^n strildng; bntihe 
greatness of one part is disgrmd by the littleness of anther; and 
total negligence of language gives the noblest conceptions the ap* 
pearance of a fabric augmt in the plaui but mean in the materials. 
Yet surely those verses are not mthout a just claim to praise; of 
which it may be said with tniri>i, that no man but Cowley could 
have written them. 

The Davideis now remains to be conridered; a poem which the 
author deBigned to have extended to twelve books, merely^ as he 
makes no scruple of declaring, becairie the jl^ndid had the number, 
but he had leisure of persevoratwse only to WP|tO "the third part. 
Epic p^ems have been left unfinished by Viigii^ Sfcatii% Spenser, 
and Cowley. That we have not the whole Imvideis ^ however, 
not much to be regretted ; for in jfjhjsui^et^king Cof ley is, tacitly 
at least, confessed to have inisoatVied, There are not inony exam- 
ples of so great a work,, produced by an au^Jiorjjgenerally read, and 
generally praised, that has crgpt through a century wi^h so little 
regard. Whatever is said of Cowley, is meant of his (^ther works. 
Of the Davidois nO mention is made,* it never appears in books, nor 
emerges in converKution. J5y the Spectator it has been onoa quoted ; 
by Kyiner it has once been praised; and by Hiyden, in “Mac Fleck- 
noc/’ it has oncje been imitated^ nor do I r^oliect much other no* 
tice, from its publication till now, in the whole suceeselon of ling- 
lish literature. ' 

Of this silence and nOglect, if the reason bc inquired, it will bo 
found partly in the chmee of the subject, and partly fn the per- 
formance of the work. 

Sacred history has been always read with submissive reverence, 
and an imagination overawed and controlled. We liavc been ao- 
cuRtonied to acquiesce in the nakedness and simpljoity of the au- 
thentic naiTativc, and to repose on its veracity with such humble 
confidence as supprefiSes curiosity. We go with the historian as he 
goes, and stop with him when he itops. "All amplication is frivol- 
ous and vain ; all addition to that W'hich is already sufficient for 
the purposes of religion seems net Only useless, but in some degree 
profane. ' ^ 

Such events as were produced by the visible inteiposition of 
Divine Power arc above the power of human genius to dignify. 
The miracle of Orcation, however it may teem with images, is beat 
described with little diffusion of language : Jle^ epah the mrdj and 

th'V wrf iiPa.de. 

We are Void that Saul trovdded tvith an eeil spirit ; from this 
Cowley mj-es an opportunity of doacribiug Hell, and telling the 
history of Lucifer, who was, he says, 

Once (>eneral of % gilded host of sprites. 

Like Keeper leading forth the spangled nights ; 

But (LtWH like llght’ning, which him struck, he came, 

And roar'd at his first plunge into the fiame. 

Lucifer makes a speech to the inferior agents of mlachief, in 
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wMqIi iheW) i» twateihing o£ HeatheniBm, and therefore of impro- 
priety } and to giveeflicacy to ha words, concludes by lashing Au 
hremt wUh his iaiL aft^ a padfio» steps out^ and among 

other doclaratione ol her sea}, utters th^ lines : 

Aadttvuzkderechotetheiremblini^feilisr^ < - 
, 'W^hilstrsaiing 8#iJ^ re4o bold an height, 

Ae *h^ the arc’s proua element afilright. 

Tb* Old dredging sun, ftjom'bis long b^tim way. 

Shell at tiiyvolee start aisgulde the day. 

The jocund orbs shall br^ i»be»r a««sur'd pace, 

And Btublanm poleli cbsaiji^tibeix allotted pbwe, 

, HeaVen’S gilded triC^ops shall dattW here and therc^ 

' Leaving their boasted song4 tun’d to a sphere. 

Every xtihder ieels himself weary with this uaelfek talf of an 
allegorfijal^eilg.-''; 

It is not only when the ^yents^re confessedly miraculous, that 
fancy and fiction lose their effect t the whole system of life, while 
thb Thoberacy was fet flsiblc, has an alipearance so different from 
all other scenes of hu*han action, that the reader of the Sacred 
Volume habitually considers it ast^o peculiar mode of existence oi' 
a distinct species of ipankind, that lived and acted with manners 
uijcommuiiicablo j so that it is difUcult e\^en for imagination to 
plate us in the kato of them whose story is rekted, and by conse- 
quence their joys and griefs are not easily adopteth nor can the at- 
tention be often interested in any thing that befalfe them. 

To the subject thus originally indisposed to the reception of 
poetical embSMohments, the writer brou^t little that would re- 
concile imj^tienOe, or attract curiosity. Nothing can be more dis- 
gusting than a, narrative spangled with ooneei|B, \ and coucoits are 
all that the pavideis supplies. ' ^ 

One of the great apurces of poetical delight h de^iption, or the 
power of presenting pictures to the mind, Cowley gives inferences 
instead of images, and shews not what may be supposed to have 
been seen, but whet thoughts theright may have sujpested, "When 
Virgil describes the stone which Turuis lifted against ifSneas, he 
fi;KeB the attention pu itslitillv and weight ; 

Sttxum <ciroaiuspicit ingeng, 

• Saxum antiquum, in^ens, i^ro quod forte jacebat 
Limes agro positua, litem ut discerneret orvia, 

Cowley says of the stone with which Cain slew his bi'other, 

1 saw hMa fling the stone, as if he meant 
At once his niurthci: and his monument. 

Of the sword taken from Goliah, he says, 

• 

A swccril so great, that it was only fit • 

To cut ofT his great head that oome with it. 

Other poets describe Death hy some of its comifton appearances, 
Cowley says, w^th a leariied aUneion to sepulchral lamps, real or 
fabulous. 
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. 'Twist right ribs deep pietc’d the furious blAde# 

Aud open'd wide thoBO wctet vessels wUo^o 
Elfe's ught goes out, when first they letiat 

But lt6 has allnsioxus vulgar as vdl' as l^aarufiiji; In a viidoaarjf 
aucoeiwion of iKiJigs ; ^ ..f-' v" 

Jobs itt first does hrkhi'ijm^ giori6m ihew, 

In life’s fresh mom m toe does esriy crow- 

DeBcribing an undisciplined sxipy, after having said with ele- 
gance^ . ■ ' 

His forces seem’d no army iht a ^ 

Heartless, unanu’d, dtaord^ly, W lon4.„ 

begives them afit oftheague# ^ . Vv > » 

The alluBionsj however, are i%t alwtj^sio vulgar thing*; he of- 
fends by exaggeration as much as bv diminution : 

Tlio king was plac'd alone, and o’er his hi^d 
A well-wrought heaven of silk and gold waj) sprofid. 

Whatever he writes is always |Killuted with some conceit ; 

■Whfsre the sun’s fruitful beauia give metats birth, , 

Where he the growth of fatal gold doth lec^ 

Ciold, which alone more influence ha« than he. 

In one passage he s^s a stidden question to the eonfusion of 
philosophy : 

Ye learned heads, whom ivy gaytandg gjace. 

Why does that twining plant the oak embrace,; 

The oak for wurtshi p most 40 % 

And rough as are the w inds that fight With it I 

His expresfliops have sometime*? a degree of meanness that sur- 
passes expectation ; . v * 

Nay, gentle gUW'ts, he 'tries, sipoe now you're in. 

The atory of your gallant friend begin. 

$ 

In a simile descriptive of the Morning : 

As glimmering 8t-»rs at the approach of day, ^ 

Cashier’d by troops, at last drop all away. 

The dress of Crabriel deserves attention : * 

He took ft r skin u cloud moat B;»ft aod hriglit, 

Thiit e’er the mid d^y sun phuc’d through with light ; 

UpOQ hi^ <9ierks a lively blush he spread, 

Wash'd from tliO morning beauties' deepest redj 
An harm’es? flatt’rirj« meteor shone for hair, 

Apd fell adown his shoulders with loose care; 

He cuts out a silk mantle front the skies, 

Where the moat sprightly Mure pleas’d the eyes ; 
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Thi« h€ With Etinriy vapoitrs sprinkles all, 

Took ia their prime ore the}' grow npc ao4 wl i 
Of 0 new rainbow ere ft fret or fade, 

1'h« ehoicest piece «nt ont« ^ scarfe )« made. 

This ift a ja^t of feoWlef*« imagery : wljat migfet in ge- 

neral ca^preesionfi be ^reat and forcible, be wealtene and xnakee ridi- 
CttlouB by brancbinff lilata em^i That Gabriel was invested 

tvitb tbe eoficst or brightest oolenim of Ibo sky, We might have been 
told, and been djj^misaed to improve the idea in our different pro- 
portions of oonoeption ; but Ooirley could not let us go till he had 
related where Gabriel got first hk skin, and then his mantle, then 
his lace, and then his scarf, and related it in the terms of the mer- 
cer and tailor. / ; ' 

Somotimes he indulges bitnself in a digression, always om^eived 
with his natural e^mberanoe, and commonly, evorx whore it is not 
long, continued till it is tedjipus : 

J,' Ui' Hilary » few choice aotnezs stood, 

Yot *twa» wigl tor that rmall store was good ; 

Writing, roan’ti spiritual pliysic, was not thea 
Itsalf . u now, grown a disease ol ineil 
Learning (young virgin.) but few iiultozs new ; 

The cOiniBon prostitute she Jatelp gi*ew, 

<* And with the fiptiiriou*^ brood loadt» auw tbepistss ; 

Laboriouii ea'eots of idleness; 

A 3 the Davideitt affords only four books, though intended to con- 
WBfc of twelve, there i« no opportunity for anch criticism as h’pio 
}>ooms commonly supply. The plan of tbe whole work is very im- 
perfectly shewn by the thirtl part The duration of an unfinished 
action caniibt be fcnown, Of characters either wot yet introduced, 
or shewn jint up^ few occasions, the full extent and the nice dis- 
criminations cannot be aacertaineii. The fable h plainly implex, 
formed rathCr from the Odyssey tlian the Iliad : and many artifices 
of divorsificatipn are oinployod, with the skill of a man ao<juainted 
with the be.st models. 

The past is recaUed by naiTatimi, and the future anticipated by 
vision : but he has beer* sft lavish of his poetical art, that it is diffi- 
cult to imagine h(,nv he could fill eight bookH more without prac- 
tising again the same modes of disposing his nnitter ; and perhaps 
tbe pcrcaptian of this growing incumbrance inclined him to stop, 
B> this al)rupucjii posterity lost more instmofeion than delight. If 
the continuation of the Davickis can be inisaed, it is for the learn- 
ing that had boon diffused over it ,and the notes in which it had 
boon explained. 

Had not his characters been depraved* like eveiy other part, by 
improper decorations, iliey would nave deserved uncomnmn praise. 
He gives Saul both the body and mind of a hero ; ^ 

-His way once chose, he forward outright. 

Nor turn'd anido for danger or delight. 

And the different beauties of the lofty Merab an%> the gentle Mi- 
chol, are very justly conceived and strongly painted. 
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Kymor has dedared the Davideiseuperior to the J4r^ideiti of 
Tasso, ** which/' says he, the poet with all his has mi totally 
purged from pedantry." If by pedantry is m^nt that iniiinte 
knowledge wmch is derived from partionlap adeit^ and atudiei, in 
opposition to the general notiw anppUfid ^ a ¥ide sumy of life 
and nature, Oowley certainly errsi by xntirodaoing pedao^, far 
more frequently than Tasso. 1 know not, indeed^ why th^ ahould 
he compared ; for the resemblance of Cowley's work to Tasso’s is 
only that they both exhibit the agency of celestial and infernal 
splnts, in which however they dilfer wid^y » for Oowley supposes 
them commonly to operate upon the mind by suggestion; Tamo re- 
presents them as promoting or ohstmoUng events by exteimal 

Of Articular passages that can be properly^mjpared, I rdbember 
only the description of Heaven, in which the different farmer of 
the two WTitera is eufBciently discernible* CoWiey’s is ^oMeiy 
description, urdass it bo possible to descrij^e l^y negativeB feV hd 
tolls us only what there U not in Heaven, Tasso endeavoutB to re- 
present the splendours and pleasures of the regions of ha|ipineas. 
Tasso affords images, and Colley sentiments. It happens, however, 
that Tasso’s description affords some reason for Hymefe^censure. 
He says of the Supreme Being, 

Ha eoito i picdl e fUto e U natura ^ 

Miaistti huioiU, c’l mofvoi o eliHl nrisfira. 

The second line has in it more of pedantry thap perhaps can be 
found in any other stanza of the poem. 

In the perusal of the Bavidel^ as of all Cowley’s works, we find 
wit and learning unprofitaWy squandered; Attention has no relief; 
the affections are never moved ; we are soiu^nies surprised, but 
never delighted, and find much to admire, but littlo to approve. 
Still, however, it is the work of Cowley ; of a mind capacious by 
nature, and replenished by study. , 

In the general review of Cowley's poetry, it will be found, that 
ho wrote with abundant fertility, but negligent or unskilful selec- 
tion ; with much thought, but with little imagery ; that he never 
is pathetic, and rarely sublime; but always either ingenious or 
learned, either acute or profound. 

It is said by Denham in his elegy. 

To him no author wau unknown, * 

Yet what h« writ was all his own, 

« 

This wide position requires lees limitation, when it is affirmed of 
Cowley, tiiau perhaps oj any other poet,— He read much and yet 
borrowed little. a 

His character of writing was indeed not his own : he unhappily 
adopted that which was predominant. He saw a certain way to 
present praise ; and not sufficiently inquiring by what means the 
ancients have continued to delight through all the changes of hu- 
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mAn ho ootitented himself jrith a dodduotut lanid, of 

whioh the verdare in its spring vras bright and gay, but which 
time hae been oontiiinalljat^ling &om me brows,^^ , • 

Ife was^ in his own time^ ccmriaa^li as of unrivalled excellence* 
C9lBrendo9iJ>epresenta, hhu as. haying taSceii n ^ight beyond, all that 
went before him ; and Hilton ia ^d to have declared, that the 
three greatest English poets we^e denser, Shakspeare, and Cowley. 

His manner ho had in common w4th others ; but his sontlmcnts 
were his own. Upon every su^ect he ihoUjght fo? himself; and 
such was his oopionsness of hnowlofll^e, that something at one© re- 
mote and applicable rushed iato his mind ; yet it ia not likely that 
ha always rejected a oohxmadlonaidea merdy because another had 
used it : his known wealth was so groat {hat he might have bor- 
rowed without lo«s, of oredit.^ . ' 

In hliolegy on^Sir Henry Watton, the last lines have such a re- 
eomldanofi to the noble opigr&^ of (/totiue on the death of Scaliger 
that 1 canimt bn/t think them copied. from it, though they are co- 
pied by no servile hand. 

One passage in hia Misirm is so apparently borrowed from 
Donne, that he probably would not Jiave written it, had it not 
mingled with his wn thoughts, no as that he did not perceive him- 
self taking it from another 

Although I think thou nisycT nnmd WUthe, 

Yet Jl’m TGiolv'd to waroli for tbefi \ 

The learoh iteolf rewordys the pains. 

So, fhough the jchyniio hta great secret xeias 
(Hot hriiher it in art nor nature is,) , 

Yet things well worth hia toil he gains; 

' And does htl charge mi. labour 1)^7 
Wfitb good unsought eieperiments % the urgy* 

' . . , Cewwjr. 

Si»ne that have deeper djgg ’4 Love’s mine than I, 

Say, where his centric happiness doth lie : 

I have)ov’d, and got. and told; 

But should 1 love* get, tell, till I vrere old, 

I should not flud Mtat hldd^ mystery i 
Uh, ’tis imposture nil 1 
And as no chymic yet th* elixir got, ^ 

' But glorifies his pregnant pot, 

^ Ifby the way to him bofal 

Some odoriferous tliiog. or medicinal 
So lovers dream a rich and long delight, 

But get a winter-seeming aummer’s night. 

Jonson and Donne, as Dr. Hurd remarks, were then in the high- 
est esteem. 

It is related by Clarendon, that Cowloy always acknowledged his 
obligation to the learning and industry of ionson : but I have 
found no traces of Jonson in his works ; tocomnlate DoiA seems 
to have been his purpose; and from Donne He may have learned 
that familiarity tvith religious images, and that light allusion to 
sacred things, by which readers far Short of sanctit^ are frequently 
olTended j and which would not be borne in the present age, when 
devotion, perhaps not more fervent, is more delioato. 
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. Havinff produced one passage taVcTi by Cowley from Donne, I 
will recompense him t>y another which Milton seems to liare bor- 
rowed from him. He says of GoUah, — 

, , fijicar, the trunk of a lofty tro^/ 

nature metuit fiOWJC tall ebip'ft a^uld be, „ , 

Milton of Satan : 

His Bprar, to equal WhieK tba tol4i»t i#lnc 
Hewn «n Norwegian tiilla, to be the mast ■, 

Of 8onteST'’oat admiral,' wero but a wand, 
lie walked witli, 

His diction was, in hi)? own time, censured as negli^nt. He 
Bcems not to have kiwwn, or hot to have considered, tliat words 
bein£ arbitrary musit owe their power to asscciatidn, and have the 
inliaenoe, nnd’that Only, which custom has given them, ha^uage 
IB the dress of thought * and a%the nthlcAt mien, or moftt. 
action, would be degraded atud obscured by » garb appropriated to 
tlic gross employments of rustics or So th^ hio'^t heroic 

scutimeuta w'ill lose their efficacy, and the ipf>Nt: splendid ideas drop 
their ma.:nifict‘no«, if thuy are c<mr eyed by words used oornmonly 
upon low' and trivial occasions, debuBed by vulgar mouths, and Con- 
taminated by inelegant appHcAtloim. 

Truth, indeed, is always truth, and reaspu is always reason ; they 
have an intrinsic and unalterably; vabie. and constitute that inM-d- 
lectnal gold which duhea destruction ; but gold may be so coicealed 
in baser metal, that only a chcmbl c.m discover it; Poti-^e may bo 
so buried in impurities, not to pay the coat of their extraction. 

The diction, being the vehicle of the thoughts, hrst presents it- 
self to an iutellcctinil eye : and if the tot ^ipcaiunce otTend?!, a 
further knowledge is not ollbeu sought. Whatever frofosHcs to i*fd- 
ne&t by pleasing, must please at oiu'c:. The plejM^ures of the mind 
imply something Budden and nnexpeefod * that which elevate& rrnisfc 
always Burnriso. What is pti'ceived by slow degrtius may gvatiiy 
US with ccmsciousncss of improvement, but will never strike with 
the ficnse of pleasure. * 

Of all this, Cowley appears to have been wn’ihout knowledge, or 
without care. He makes no .select ion of words, nor sct-ks any neat- 
ness of phrase : he has no olegancica, either lucky or chfboratiB : as 
his CTideavourii were rather to imprc'^a .scufciices upon the under* 
Btanding than images <n\ the fancy ; !m htn few epithets, and those 
Bcattercd without recuUar pro])riciy t>r nice adaptation. It soema 
to follow from the i)ccf*ssiiy of the subject, rothcr than the care of 
the writer, that the diction of hia heroic poenn is less ftimiliar than 
that of hid sliglm'ftfc wrUiiigs. Uo has given n.it the same num- 
bers, but. the sumc diction, to the gentle i\Tmcrc;ori, and the tem- 
pestuous Pindar. ^ ^ 

His versification secinB to have had very little of his care ; and if 
what he thinks be true, that his muubers are uiuuusicul only when 
they are ill-reSd, the art of reading them is at preaent lost ; for 
they are commonly lost to modern curs. Ho has indeed many 
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noble liuee, Bucfe aa the feeble care of Waller never could produce. 
The bulk of his thou^rhte aomet imes Bwelled hi» venw to unexpected 
and inevitable ^andeur ; hnt his excellence of this kind is merely 
fortultoua ; he aiuks wilikgly down to his general' careleasaeas, and 
BToida with very little oavb either mOamiBai or aspeiitj. 

His coktractiona are often rugged and harsh : 

Onenjsgsjd moant^n,este Hb nver6 too 
Tom up with 't. ' , . ' , 

His rhymes are very often made by pronouns, dr particles, or the 
like unimportant words, which disappoint the ear, and destroy the 
energy of the line. I 

His combination of different measures, is sornetimcfl diasc^ant 
and unploasing; he joins veiaes together, of which the former does 
not slide easily into the latter* . ^ 

The words do and did, which so much degrade in present estima' 
tion the line that adndts aliem, were in the time of Cowley little 
censured or avoided ; hotr often he used them, .and ^ith how bad 
an effect, at least to our cam, will appear by a passage, in which 
every reader will lament to seo just ami noble thoughts defrauded 
of their praise by inelegance of language : 

Where hmiiouT or where cou*d«hce docs not bind, 

No other tow shAll Bhuehlc me; 

Stove to myself I ne’er wUl he t 
Not alialttoy future uottona he confin’d 
By my own present mind. 

Who Bf remlves and vows engaged doe$ stand 
For days that 3 ?«t belong to fhte. 

Does like an unthrift mortgage Ids estate, 

Before it falls inh> hi» band : 

The bojaduiun of tlu' cloister so. 

All that ho does receive docs always owe. 

And still as Time comes in, It goes away, 

Not U) enjoy but debts to pay I 
Itohappy slave, and pupil to a heU I 
Which this hj)ur’a i|ork as well as hour does tell, 

Unhappy till the last, the kind releasing knell. 

Ilis heroic lines are often formed of monoByllables ; but they are 
Bometimes sweet and sonorous. 

He says of the MessHh, 

Round the whole earth his dreaded name shall sound, 

And rmudi to worlds that must nut yet be found. 

In aucthcr place of David, 

Yet bid him go securely when he aenda ; 

’Tis Haul that is hia foe, and we his friends. 

The man who has his aid no aid can Ta^t, 

And we who bid him go will bring him back. 

Yet amidst this piece of negUgeuoe ho Bometimes iittempted an 
improved and ficientifio versification ; of which it will be best give 
my own account subjoined to this line : 
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Km m thy glory contain itself in th' cndlftld attaee. 

** l am ishyry that it is necassary to admonish the mo«i part of 
md^B, that it is not by negligence that this verses is so loose, long, 
and as it 'were, vast ; it is to pamt in ^he number the natvte olthe 
l^ing which it describes, which 1 wonM have obseiVedln divers 
other plaeos of this poem^ that will pa^ for careless 
yer^; as before, , ‘ 

ever rsttf the ^ghlHit^ing Seldf wi^ yl<dent 00 ^ 

In the second beok, " ' 

^ Down a precipice, deep, down he cut thfcift al t ** " **^ ' ^ 

''And, , ^ > 

And f^i*downhkehoiihlers Imisec^^ 

" In the third, c c , 

Brue was his helmet, hie boots brUS, and O'er ' 

His breast a thick plate of strong bvus be Wore. 

"In the fourth, 

Like some fair pine o’dflooking all tV ignolder wood. 

" And, 

Some firom the rocks csst themselves down headlong^ 

" And many more : but it is enough to instance in a few. The 
thing is, that the disposition of words and numbers shonld be such, 
as that, out of the order and sound of them, the things themselves 
may be represented. This the Greeks were not so accurate as to 
bind themselves to ; neither hate our English poets observed it, for 
aught I can dind. The Eatins (^qui Miisas cf>tunt 4ff’?;mVor«J some- 
times did it ; and their prince, YirgiE always ; in whom the exam* 
pies are innumerable, and takon notice of by judicious men, so 
that it is superfluous to collect them/* 

I know not whether he has, in many of those instai^oes, attained 
the representatiem or resemblance that he purposes. Verse can 
imitate only sound and motion. A homdtess verse, a he<ndlonff 
verse, and a verso of hrasf or of Hrom brass, seem to compnle very 
incongruous and unsociable ideas. What there it peeujhar Jii the 
sound of the line expressing host care, 1 c&hinbt discover ; nor why 
the pike is taller in an Alexandrine than in ten syllables. 

But, not to defraud him of his due praise, he W given one ex* 
ample of representative versification, which perhaps no othor/Eng* 
Hsh line can equal : 

B^in. be lx»ld, and venture to be wise s 
who defers this work from day to day, 

Hoes on a river’s bank expecting stay 

Till fbo whole stream that stoiiped him shall be gone. 

Which runs, and as it runs, for ever ahall run on. 
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Cowley trasy I bettove, tbe first poet ibal ^iii^ed Alexirndriw 
at pleasure with tbe oommon beroic of ten SyBables ; and from Idm 
Dry den b(^Wed tbe ptactice, wbetbjQ^ ornajtnental oirHoentloas.-^ 
fi|e icon^^ed the verae n| ten ayllables as’ elevated and majestic, 
afid lias tberefdte deviated into that measfire when he supposes the 
voice beavd ot the Stfr»rel»e Beihg^ . . 

*Pbe author of thePavidds is odtoedded by Pryden for having 
written it in ooupktSi because he discovered that any fttafi was too 
lyrical for an heroic ]^ciu ; but this ^enie to have beOxi known be* 
fore by Kay and Bandys, the translators of tbie l^arsalia and the 
Metamorphoses. , ‘ 

In the Jiavideis are some hexnistiohs, or verses left imperfect by 
the author, in imitatlcn of Yir^, whom he supposes not to nave 
intended to complete them ; that this opinion is erroneous, may be 
probably cdndnded, Wcause |a*adcation is imitated, by no sub- 

s^uent Homan poet ; because Tiri^l himself filled up one broken 
line in the heat of recitation ; bccahse in one the sense is now iinfi< 
nished ; and because all that can be done by a broken verse, a line 
intersected by a ctesara, and a fttU stop* will, equally effect. 

Of triplets in his Pa^ideis he makes no a^e, and perhaps did not 
at first think them allowable ; but he appears afterwards to have 
changed his mind, for in the verses on the pvernment of Cromwell 
he inserts them liberally, with great happiness. , 

After so much criticism on bis Poems, tbe Blssays which acoom* 
pany them must not be forgotten. What is said by Sprat of his 
conversation, that no man could draw from it any suspicion of his 
e^lience in poetry^ may be applied to these compositions. No 
author ever kept his verse and his prose at ^eater distance from 
etich other. His thoughts are natural, and ms style has a smooth 
and placid equability, which . has never yet obtained its duo com- 
monition. Nothing is far-sought, or hard-laboured; but all ia 
eay without feobleiiess, and familiar without grossneae. 

It boa been observed by Fc^tou, in hU Essay on the Classics, that 
Cowley was beloved by every mnse that he courted, and that he ri- 
valled the Ancients in every kind of poetry but tragedy. 

It muy be affirmed, without any encomiastic fervour, that he 
brought to Ills poetic labours a mind replete with learning, and 
that nis pages are embellished with all the ornaments which books 
8up ][^ ; that he was the first who imparted to English num- 
Ws the enthusiasm of the mater ode, and the gaiety of the less ; 
that he was equally qualified for sprightly sallies, and for lofty 
flights ; that he was amon^ those who freed translation frona sem- 
lity, and, instead of following his author at a distance, walked by 
his side ; and that, if he left versification yet improveable, he left 
likewise from time to time such speoimeus of ^ 2 ^ellence as enabled 
succeeding poepi to improve it. 
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.. DUKIUM. 

Oy Sir^ToHw Denham v^ry little h 'kno'nti related of 

iiia by Wood, or by Motself, ' 

He w®B bom at Dublift in 3615 : the only son of Sir John Den* 
ham, of Little Homely, in EHnex, then chief bOrtm of the osoUe- 
qtier in Ireland, and of Eleanor, daughter of Garret More, Baron 
of Mellefont. 

T»vo years afterwards, Im father, being made one of the barons of 
the ^exchequer in England, brought him away from his native 
country, and had him edncaied in London. 

In 1631 he went to OxtV^'d, wj^re be ’^vas considered ''as a 
dreaming yOnhg Wan. given more'to carde than study f and therefore 
gave no prognofetics af his futute eminq^me^ nor was suspected to 
conceal, under shiggiahtiess and le\’ity, a genius born to improve 
the literature of his country. 

When he was three years afterward^ removed to Lincoln’s Inn, 
he prosecuted the common law with suflicient appear&noo of appli- 
cation : yet he did not lose his proiuuisity to cards and dice ; but 
was Tcry often plundered by gamesters. 

Being severely reprimanded for this folly, ho wofessed, and per- 
haps believed, himself reclaimed ; and, to tostiiy thf3 sincerity of 
his repentance, wrote and j>uhU^hed, '‘An Essay upon Gaming.” 

He seems to have divided hl< studies betvroeu the law and 
poetry; for, in 1636, he trauRlatcd the second book of the ^Eneid, 
Two years iifitir, his father died; and then, Hotwithstandiag his 
resolutions and professions, he returned again to the vice of 
gaming, and loifc several thousand pounds that had boon left him. 

In 1642, he published "The Sophy.” Thin seems to have given 
him his first hold of public attention'^ for Waller romarked, “that 
he broke out like the Irish tlireescore thousand strong, 

when nobody was aware, or in the least suspected it an observa- 
tion which could have had no propriety, had his poetical abilities 
been known before. ‘ ^ 

He was after that pricked for sberill’ of Surrey, and made governor 
of Earnham (’astle for the king ; but he soon resigned that charge, 
and retreated to Oxford, where, in 1013, he published "Cooper’s 
Hill.” 

This^poom had such reputation as to cxcKe the- common artifioa 
by which envy degrades excellence. 

A i*eport was spread, that the performance was not his own, but 
that he had bought fit of a vicar for forty pounds. The same at- 
tempt was made to^rob Addison of Cato, and Pope of his Essay on 
Criticism. « 

In 3 647, tlfo distressevs of the royal family required him to en- 
gage in more dangerous ©mploymonts. He was entrusted by the 
queen with a message to the king ; and, by whatever means, so far 
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th« ferocity of Peters, that, by bis intereewion ad^ 
mMon Was procured, Of the king’s oondeficension be bas giveia 
an acootint in the dedi<Mition his woi^ke. ‘ 

He bfter^yarcU employed in oa^jing ob the king’s corres- 
pondence rnna, he says, discharged ■ vm duty >vitb great safety 
to the royaliais ; andi, being acjoldeatally diaooveted by the adverse 
parjiy’ft knowledge cd Mr. Cowley's band, be esesaped happily both 
for himsellf Ond bis friends. 

He yras ySft engaged in a gi-caier undertakingi In Apyil, 1648> 
he conveyed James the Dnkeof York from London into France, 
and delivered himself there to the Otioen and Frihcc of Wales.--- 
This year be puhliBhcd hib trart&ktion of *^Oato Mjyor." 

He now resided in France an one of the followei^s of the eriled 
king; and, to divert the melancholy of their condition, wassotne* 
times enjoined by his master to write , occj^ionkl vprsais ; one of 
which amusements probably his (fib ur song ^pnn the embassy 
to Poland ; by which lie and Lord Oofts procured a contribution of 
ten thousand pounds from the Scotch that wandered over that 
kingdom. Poland was at that time very much frequented by itine- 
rant traders, who, in a country of very little commerce and of 
great extent, wdierc every man rehid^d on his own estate, contri- 
Imtcd veiy mtich to the ftcooninjodation of JUe, by bringing to every 
man's bouse thoso little ncoesparics'wliicb it was very inconvenient 
to want, and very troiiblosomo to fetcli I have formeriy read, 
without much rcficcLiun, of the number of Scotchmen that tra- 
velled with their waros in Poland ; and that their numbers irvere 
not small, the success of this negociation gives saffident evidence. 

About this time, what estate the war and the gamostei’s had left 
him was sold, by order of the parliament ; and when, in 1052, he 
returned to England, he was entertained by the Earl of Pembroke. 

Of the next years of his life there is no account. At the liesto- 
ration be obtained that whieli many miasod, the reward of his loy- 
alty; being made Hiirveyor of ihe king's buildings, and dignified 
with the <.)rdcr of the Bath. ♦Ho Beems now to have learned some 
attention to moucy ; for Wood Bays, that he got by this place seven 
thousand pounds. 

After the Et^storation, he wrote the p'«nn on Prudence and .T us- 
tico, and perliaps some of hi*, other pieces ; and as he appears, 
whenever any serious question conies before him, to have been a 
nun of piety^ he confiecraie<l his powers to religion, and made a 
metrical version of the Psalms of l)avid. In this attempt he has 
failed ; but in sacred pSfetry who has succeeded t 

It might bo hoped that the favour of Ids master and esteem of‘ 
the public would now make him happy. But human felicity is 
Bhort and uncertain ; a Kccond marriage brou^^ht on him bo much 
disquiet, as for a. time disordered his undcrstaAllng : and Butler 
lampooned him for his lunacy. I know not whether the malignant 
lines were then made ]3ubUc, nor what provocation incited Butler 
to do that which no provocation can excuse. 

Hia frem^y lasted not lung, and lie seems to have regained his 
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fall force of mind ; for he wrote efterwards hie excdtlent poem 
the death of Cowley, whom he was not long to aurvire ; on tjhe 
19th of ' Ha^rchj'^1.668^ he Wafi 'huiied.hy hia'ilble. " 

Denham is deservodly iwlIRdeil aa^itttie of the fje^eriiof English 
pottbry* '^Denhatn and WiHOr;^^ aay^ Wor, "imjwoved OnjrverBifi* 
cation, and Diydea perfected ih** He has given Bpeoimens of va* 
riouB composition, deaoriptive, Ihdicrous, i^d^Uc, an^ aublime. 

He appears to hate had, in common witli atmoet all mankind, the 
ambition of being upon proper oooaaipna u merry and in 

ommon with most of them, to hate bm by nature, or by early 
habits, debarred from it. Nothing is less exmlarating than the lu- 
dicrousneBS of Denham : he does not fail for want of efforts i he is 
faifl^iar, he is gross ; but he is never merry, unless the Speech 
agamst Peace hi the close committee’* be i^xcepttd. For grave bur* 
lesque, however, his imitation of Dayenant shows him to be well 
qualified; u* /' # 

Of hie more OlOvated Occasional poems there is perhaps none that 
does not deserve commendation. In th#vei%ea to Letcher, we have 
an image that has since been often adopted : 

But whither ani T stray'd 1 1 need not raise 
Trephies to thee from other men's dispraise; 

Nor is thy fame on lesser ruins huilt, 

Nor need thy juster Utle the foul guilt 
Of eastern kin^, who, to secure tMr reign, 

Must have their brothers, sons, and kindred, slain. 

After Denham, Orrery, in one of his prologues : 

Poets are Sultans, if they had their will ; 

For every author would is brother kill. 

And Pope, 

Should such a man, too fond to rule alone, 

Bear, like the Turk,^ no brother ne.",/ the throne, 

But this is not the best of Lis little })iece9 : it is excelled by his 
poem to Fanshaw, and his clegj on Cotvley. 

His praiflfl of Fanshaw’e v^uvsion of Ouatrini contains a very sprite- 
]y and judicious character of a goou translator : * 

Tliat SCI vile path thou nobly dost decline. 

Of tracing word by word, and line by line. 

Those are the labonr’d bktfa of slavish brain. 

Not the effect of poetry, but pains , 

riieap vulgar arts, vihosc narrowneas affords 

No flight for thoughts, but poorly stick at words, 

A new and nobler way thou dost pursue. 

To make translations and translators loo. 

They but^^ireserve the ashes ; thou the flame, 

True tc'his sense, but truer to his fame. 

The oxcelV^nce of these lines is greater, as the truth which they 
contain was not at that time generally known. 

His poem on th^ 9f PcTfJey wa3 hw moag hw 
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shorter workS} his beat performanpe i the numbers are musical* and 
the thouifhts ace just. 

Cooper's Hiir* is the work that confers upon him the rank and 
dignity of an original author. He seems to have been, at least 
among us* the author of a species of oomnosition that may be d6« 
nominated poetry t which the fundamental subject is some 
particular landscape/ to be poetically de9crM>e^ With the additiou 
of such embellishments as may be supplied by Mstotical restrospec* 
tion or inddental meditation. 

To trace a new scheme of poerry has in itself a very high claim 
to praise* and its praise is yet more when it is apparently copied by 
GaHh and Pope ; after whose names little will be gained by an 
enumeration of aiuallOT poets* that have left scarcely a corner of the 
island not dignihed either by rhyme* or blank verse. 

" Cooper's Hill/’ if it be malicioualy inspected, will not be ibund 
without its faults. The digressions ^e too long* the morality too 
fluent* and the sentiments sometimes such as will not bear a 
ri^rous enquiry. • e 

The four verses, which, since Drydeu has commended them* 
almost every writer for a century past has imitated* are generally 
known : 

O could l flow like tbCc and make thy stream 

My great cxeiu|> 1«, as it is my theme I 

Though deep, pot clear, though gentle, yet not dull ; 

Strang Without rage, without o’^owing fuU. 

The lines are in themselves not perfect ; for moat of the words, 
thus artfully opposed are to be understood simply on one side of the 
comparison, and metaphorically on the other j and if there be any 
language which does not express intellectual operations by material 
images, into that language they cannot be translated. But so much 
meaning is compris^ in so few words ; the particulars of resem- 
blance are so perspicaciously collected, and every mode of excellence 
separated from its adjacent fault by so nice a line of limitation ; 
the different parts of the sentence are so accurately adjusted; and 
the flow of the last couplet is so smooth and sweet ; that the pas- 
sage, however celebi*ated, has not been praised above its merit. It 
ha*^ beauty peculiar to itself, and must be numbered among those 
felicities whTcli cannot bo produced at will by wit and labour* but 
muhi arise unexpectedly in some hour propitious to poetry. 

Ho appears to have been one of the first that understood the 
necessity of emancipating translation from the drudgery of counting 
lines and interpreting single words. How much this servile prac- 
tice obscured the clearest and deformed the most beautiful plrtfl of 
the ancient authors, may be discovered by a perusal of our earlier 
versiene ; some of them are the works of me^i well qualified, not 
only by critical knowledge, but by poetical geiwus, who yet, by a 
mistaken ambition of exactness, degraded at once their originals 
and themselves. * 

Denham saw the better way, but has not jjursued it with great 
fittccesfl, His versiopj} of Virgil ate pot pleaeu^g ; but they taught 



LtVKS OF TBK POKTSJ 


4 « 

Dryden to ploiUie betfcor. Hia poetical imitation of Ttilly on ** Old 
Age” hm neither the clearneaa of proeo, nor the epiitelinesH of 
poetry. 

The^^fttrength ol Denham/’ which Pope so emphatically mentions, 
is to he found in many lines and eouplets, which convey much mean- 
ing in few words^ and exhibit the sentiment withmol^e weight than 
bulk. 

On the Thames. 

Though with those streaMs he no roseroblance hoUl, 

Whose foam if> amber, and their gr»?el gold ; 

His genuine and less guilty wealth t' explore 
^ Search not his bottom, but survey his shore. 

Stafford, ’ 

UU wisdom such, at once it diif appear 
Three Ivihgdoms' wonder, and Oirt'e kingdoms’ fear 
While single hr stood forth, and 8ccC.rd,*ulthough 
Each had an ariuy, as an e<iiial foe, 

Such naa his force of eloquence, to make 
The Jmurers more concern’d than he that <pEikc : 

Eadi seem'd to act that part he came to st^e. 

And none was more a looker on than he : 

So did he move our passions, some were known 
Tn wish, tor the detence, the crime thdr own. 

Now private pity 8tTO\e with public hate 
iteai»oii with rage, and cloqueuce with fate. 

On Cowley. 

To him DO author was unknown. 

Yet what he wrote wat* his own ; 

Horace’s wit, .wd Virgil’s statu. 

He did not steal but eiimlaU* ’ 

And, wlu'u he would like them appear. 

Their garb, but not their chjtho*. did wear. 

As one of Denham’s principal to the regard ol' posterity 

arises from his imprf>vcmei’it of our uitmherR, his vcrsiliciitioii ought 
to be considered. It will afford that pleafoire tvhich arises from iho 
otwervation of a man of judgment, naturally right, forsaking bad 
copies by degrees, and advanctiig towards a better practice, as he 
gains more contidciicr in himself. 

Ill his tranalatioTi of Virgil, written when he was about twenty- 
one years old, may be still found the old manner of continuing the 
sense ungrttcefully from verae to verse : 

• Then all thubt; 

W ho in the dark our fury did escape, 

Keturning, kimw our borrow’d arms, and shape, 

And ditFerinii, dialect i then their ni»mbers swell 
And gro#upou ua : first ('horaheas fell 
Before MintTva's alter , mxt did bleed 
J^st Ifipheus, V horn no Trojan did exceed 
In virtue, yet the gods his fate decreed. 

'I hen Hypauis and VymuB. wounded by 
Thdr ftiends ; nor thee, Poutheus, thy piety. 
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N<ir confiemtod mitre, from the flame 
Jll fate coiild save : my eountry’s funeral fiaiiae 
And Troy’s cold «,sho8 I attest and call 
To witness for mysidf, tiint ift their fall 
No foes, no death, nor danger I declin'd 
Did and deserv’d no less, my fate to find. 

From this kind of odneatenated metre he afterwards refrained, 
and taught hie feilowerg tho art of concluding their eense in coup- 
lets : which has perhaps been nith rather too much constancy pur- 
sued. 

This passage exhibits one of those triplets whieh are not nnfre- 
qnent in this first essay, but which it is to he supposed his maturer 
judgment disapproved, since in his latter work he has totally for- 
born them. • 

His rhymes are such as seem found without difficulty, by follow- 
ing the sense ; and are for theumosi ^rt as exact at le^ os those 
of other poets, though now and then the reader is shifted ofif with 
what he can get • * 

6 how transform’d ! 

How much unlike that Hector, who ret nm’d 
Clad in AchillCB’ spoils .* ^ 

And again ; 

From thenetj a thousand lessor poets i^TUhg 
Like petty princes from the fall of Rorae> 

Sometimes the weight of rhyme is laid upon & word too feeble to 
sustain It : 


Troy confounded falls 
From all her glories : if it mi.ht have stood 
By any power, by thil riglit band it ahau’d. 

—And though my outward stale misfortune hath 
De]]TC8t thus low. It cannot reach my tkith. 

-> Thus, by his fraud and our oad faith o’ercome, 

A feigned tear deetroys ua, against whom 
Tydidea nor Achillea fwwaU 
Nor ten years conflict, hot a thousand sail. 

Jle is not very careful to vary tho ends of his versos; in one pas- 
sage the word die rhymes three couplets in six. 

Most of these petty faults are in his first produotions, where he 
was less skiliul, or at least less dextrous in the use of words; and 
though they had been more frequent, they could only have lessened 
the grace, not the strength of his compoHition. He is one of the 
writers that improved our taste, and advanced our language, and 
whom we ought therefore to read with gratitude, though, having 
done much, he left much to do. ^ 
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MILTON. 

Thk life of Milton has been already written in so many forms, and 
with such minute inquiry, that I might perhaps more properly have 
contented mysolf with the' addition of a few notes on Mr, Fenton^s 
elegant Ahridgemeut, but that a new narrative was thought ne* 
ceesary to the uniformity of this edition. 

JisN Milton was by birth a gentleman, descended from the pre^ 
prietors of Milton, near Thame, in Oxlordshire, one of whom for- 
feited his estate in the times of Vorh and Lancaster. Which side 
he took I know not ; his descendant' inhoriled no veneration for 
the White Bose. 

Hia grandfather John was keeper of*Hh(f forest of Shotover, a 
zealous papist, who disinherited his son, because ho had forsaken 
the religion of his ancestors. 

His father, John, who xma the son disinherited, hud recourse for 
his support to iho profession of a scrivener. He wai? a man emi- 
nent for his skill in music, many of hia compositions being still to 
be lound ; and his reputation iu his profession wub such, thrtt he 
grew rich, and retired to an estate. Tie had probably more than 
common literaturo, as his son addressee him in one of his most da- 
borato Latin poems. He married a gentlewoman. r*f the name ol 
Castoii, a Welch family, by whom he had two gor'o, .lohn, the ])OCt, 
and C’hristopher, wh<» studied the law, and adhered, iis the law 
taught him, to the King’s party, for which he was a w'hilo ]>crRe- 
cuted, but having, by his brother’?< interest, obtained permission to 
live in quiet, he supported himself bo honourably by chamber-prao- 
tice, that, soon after the accession of King .Tamc.s, he -was knighted 
and made a judge; but, hie Ci-nstitutiim being too weak for busi- 
ness, he retired before any disreputable compliances bocame ne- 
cessary. 

He had likewise a daughter Aiine, w^hom he manied with a con- 
si derabic fortune to Edward Philips, who came from, f^hrowsbury, 
and rose in the Orown-Ofiice to be secondary : by him she had two 
sons, John and Edward, who were educated by the poet, and from 
whom is derived the only authentic account of his domestic mar.ncrs, 

John, the poet, was born in hia fatlier^^ house, at the Spread 
Eagle '*a Bread-Street, Dee. 9, ICO?, between six and Bcven in the 
morning. Ilia father appear to have been very soliedtious about 
his educafon ; for he was instructed at first by private tuition 
under the eaf> of lirfiomas Young, who was iiftcrw irils chaplain to 
the English merchanls at Hauibiirgh, and of whom we have reason 
to think w(i|j, since his scholar considered him as worthy of an 
epistolary elegy. 

He was then, Bent to St. Paul’s Behool, uuder the eare of Mr. 



MILTON* 


H 


Gill ; and removed, in the beginning of his sixteen year, to Christ’s 
College in Cambridge, where ho entered a sizer, Feb. 12, 1024. 

He was at this time eminently skilled in the Latin tongue ; and 
he himself, by annexing the dates to his lirst coinpositioius, a boast 
of which the learned PoUtian had given him an example, seems to 
commend the earliness of his own proficiency to the notice of pos- 
terity. But the products of his vernal fertility have been surpahisod 
by many, and particularly by his contempurai'y Cowley. Oi the 
powers of the mind it is dilllcdlt to form an estimate : many have 
excelled Milton in their first essays, who .never rose to work*' like 
Paradise Zoit 

At fifteen, a date which he uses till he is sixteen, he translated 
or versified two Psalms, 114 and 1J56, which iM thought worthy of 
the public eye ; but they raise no great expectation : they would 
in any numerous school have obtained praise, but not e-tcited 
wonder. ^ § 

Many of his elegies api>ear to have been written in his eighteenth 
year, by which it appe^rji he had then read the Roman authors 
with very nice discernment. I once heard Mr. Hampton, the 
translator of Polybius, remark, what I think is true, tliat Milton 
was the first Englishman who, after the revivid ot letters, wrote 
Latin verses, with clajisic elegance. If any exceptions esn be made, 
they are very few : Haddon and Ascham, the pride of Elizabeth's 
reign, however they have Ruecceded in prose, no sooner attempt 
verse than they provoke derision. If w’e produced any tlui.g worthy 
of notice before the elegies of Milton, it was perhaps Alabasler^s 
Moran a» 

Of the exerci.-'C^, which the rules of the Univer.Nily required, 
some were published by him in his m'atumr years. They hud been 
undoubtedly applauded ,i for they wove such as few can pcrlorm; 
yet there is reason to sus^jeot that ho was regarded in his cojiep,o 
with no great fondnesy. That he obtained no fellow'shijy is cer- 
tain; but the iiukiudaesa with which ho wns treated was not 
merely negative. I am afihamed to relato what 1 fear is true, that 
Milton was one of the last siuflent-i in either university that suiiorcd 
the public iudigiuty of corporal correction. 

It was, in the violence ol controvci-faiid hostility objcctt'.u to Inni, 
that he was ^xpclled this he steadily denie.s. and it was app.aroitfy 
Rot true ; but" it seems plain, from his own vc Thcs to iJioiOiti, tiojt 
he had incurred msticafion , a temporary dismie^jicn into 11 e coiu.» 
try, with perhaps the loss of a term. 

Mo leftbt urbit#t'flui qu'im Tlwim sis al uit 
Mi'que nec Invamn patrifi dukis hnbi;r. 

Jam ru c anindiii’rum miui cur;i revisert* C mum, 

Nec (Judura vetrti mt bins annit ntuui.'— ^ 

Nec ilun bbt-t u^que muiua pfrf. im ui.if’ sLri, 

C^eteritque iiif:enio non flubcimd^ nie't* ^ 

Si hit hoc exOium p.'U/ii>G iJdit.sso i>i nates, ' ’ft 
jRt vacuum curifl nt'oRiat.i hcqui. 

Non ego Vvl prolugi noiricn hornnive recuso, 
li'AetLu et t'Ailu conditune fruor. 
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I cannot find any tncanin/? but tbiX which even Mndnesa and 
reverence can jrive the term, v*Hri laris, “ a habitation from which 
he ia excluded , * or how ctUo can be utherwiKc interpreted. He 
declares yet more, that h<i ia weary of enduring the threats of a 
rigorous masUr, a^id souethaig else., which a temper like his cannot 
imderffo. What was more than threat, probably punishmewi This 
poem, which mentions his exile, proves likewise that it wag not 
perpetual; for it concludes with a resolution of returning some 
time to Cambridge. And it may be conjectured, from the willing- 
ness with which he has perpetuated the memory of his exile, that 
its cause was such as gave him no shame. 

He took both the^u^ual degrees; that of Bachelor in 1628 , and 
tha^of Master in 16 "! 2 ; but he left the unirersity wifh no kind- 
ness for its institution, alienated cither by the injudicious severity 
of his governors, or his own captious peu versenoHs. The cause can- 
not now be known, but ihA^Vet isjp pears in bin writings. His 
scheme of education, inscribed to Earihh, supersefles all academi- 
cal inalTUCtiou, being intended to compeise^the whole time which 
men usually spend in literature, I'rom their entrance upon Gram- 
mar, uU they procftd, as it ns eat led, Mustiv of Arts, And in his 
Discourse on Utt likeliest Way to reuion Hi re lints out of tlu Ckmek, 
he ingeuivmly purposes, that the proHU ut the lands Jorfeihd ly the 
act for svpt refitiuHs uses should he a2ipltcd (o such ttcudnaus., aU user 
ih: land , u'he^ e iaiiyxayes and a^ts may le tauyhl fnyffhir ' so that 
yo>idi. wau ht' af onu hrnughi vp to a eowpeUney of tiuntiny and au 
honest UaJe, hy ‘tehich intans suih of thnn as had tht yft, heiny enu* 
lied to support thcntsclvis (without tit Us) by the latter, may, by the 
hdp of the ffxmer, become worthy preoehtrs. 

UiKi (»f hiri objections to academical education, as it was then 
conducted, is, that men designed for orders in the Church were 
permitud to act plays, inilhiny and tinboniag thdr elagy limhs to 
all the antic and dislnmesi gestures of Tnnottlos, bvf'oonh, and 
h<fvd.-i, prostUubng the shame vf that mmistry vdueh they had, or uere 
ueai haring, to the eyes if courth rs and court ladies, the ir gnums and 
<madi'mfi/Sf ffis. * 

This U sufficiently peevish in a man, who, when he mentions hii? 
exile from the college, relates, wdtli groat luAurianco, the compen- 
sation which the plea«mres of the theatre aifurd him, *.Plays were 
Therefore only criminal when they were acted by academic.*?. 

lie wont to the university with a design of entering into the 
Church, but in time altered his mind ; for he declared, that who- 
ever became u clergyman must “ subscribe, slave, and take an oath 
withaL which, unle-ss he took with a conscience that could not 
retch, ne must straight perjure himHclf. He tht>iight it better to 
prefer a b^melesfl silence b^d’ore the office of speaking, bought and 
begun with Bbrviiij^de and forKwearing," 

These expiftwiotis are, I lind, applied to the subscription of the 
Articles ; but it seems more probable that they relate to canonical 
obedience. \ know not any of tl e articles which seem to thwart 
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hifi opinions : but tbo thoughts of obedience, whether canonical or 
civil, raised his indignation. 

His unwillingness to engage in the ministry, perhaps not yet 
advanced to a settled resolution of declining it, appears in a letter 
to one ol his friends, who had reproved his suspended and dilatory 
life, which he seems to have imputed to an insatiable curiosity, and 
fantastic luxury of various knowledge. To this he writes a cool 
and plausible answer, in which he endeavours to pcruuade him, 
that the delay proceeds not from the delights of desultory study, 
bat from the desire of obtaining more fitness for his ta-'k : and that 
he goes on, hOi tixkiufj (iMwjkl of bnng il <jiim adf^nintuge to 

be more fit. 

When be left the university, he returned to his father, then 
residing at Horton in Buckinghamshire, with whom he lived five 
years, in which time he is said to dtave read all the Greek and 
Latin writers. With what limitations this universally is to bo 
understood, who shii^Hutifirm ua ’ 

It might be supposed, that he who read so much should have 
done nothing else ; but Milton found time to write the Mas'jue of 
Cotnus, which was presented at Ludlovf, then the residence of the 
Lord President of Wales in ldd4 : and had the honour of being 
acted by the Earl of Bridgcwater*fl bouh and daughter. The fiction 
is derived from Homer’s Ctrve, but we never can refuF>v to any 
modem the liberty of borrowing from Homer : 

' a quo ecu font« pMeiim 

Vatum Puxmora rif^antm aquii. 

His ne.xt production was Lycidasf an elegy, written in 1637, on 
the death of Mr. King, the son of 8ir John King, secretary for Ire- 
land in the time of ElizHbetb, James, and Charles. King was much 
a favourite at Cambridge, and many of the wits joined to dohoncnir 
to hi.s memory. Milton’s Hccpiaintance with the Italian writers 
may be discovered by a mixture of longer and short verses, accord- 
ing to the rules (►f Tuscan poetry, and his malignity to the church, 
by some lines which are interpreted as threatening its extermina- 
tion. 

He ift supposed about this time to have written Uia Amde ; for, 
while he lived at Horton, he used sometimes to steal from his 
fitudies a few^ days, which he spent at Haretield, the house of the 
Countess Dowager of Derby, where the A mides made part of a dra- 
matic entertainment. , 

He began to grow weary of the country, and had some nurpose 
of taking chambers in the Inns of Court, when the death* of his 
mother set him at liberty to travel, for which he obtained his la- 
ther's consent, and Sir itarry Wottoifs direofcions ; yifth the cele- 
brated precept of prudence, ipensieri vigo sraolio ; 

“ thoughts close, and looks loose,” 

In 1638 he left Erudand, and went first to Paris; Where by the 
favour of Lord Scudamore, he had the opportunity of vihiting 



LIVESI OF THE rOETS. 


U 

(jrotoia, ihen resd^iug at the French Conti as ambassador from 
Christiana of Sweden- From Paris he hasted into Italy, of which 
he had with particular diligence studied the language and litera- 
ture ; and though he seems to hare intended a veiyr quick peram* 
bulation of the country, staid two months at Florence; where he 
found his way into the academies, and produced his compositions 
with such applause oa appears to hare exaltdd him in his own 
opinion, and confirmed him in the hope, that, ''by labour and in- 
tenae study, which/' says ho, " I take to be my portion in this life^ 
joined with a strong propensity of nature/' ho might "leave some- 
thing so written to after-times, as they should not willingly let it 
die.4 

It appears, in all his writings, that he had the usual concomitant 
of great abilities, a lofty and steady confidence in himself, perhaps 
not without some contempt (ff otfiei^ ; for scarcely any man wroto 
so much, and praised so few. Of his praise hc was very fnigal ; as 
he seta its value high, and considered hM nftntion of a name as a 
security against the waste of time, and a certain preBcrvatiTe from 
oblivion. 

At Florence he could not indeed complain that his merit wanted 
distinction. Carlo I)ati presented him with an encomiastic in- 
scription, in the tumid lapidary style ; and the Prancini wroto him 
an ode, of which the first stanzas is only empty noise ; the rest are 
perhaps too diffuse oti common topics : but the last is natural and 
beautiful. 

From Florence ho went to Sienna, and from Sienna to Romo, 
where he was again received with kindness by the learned and the 
great. Halstenius, the keeper uf the V^atican library, who resided 
throe years at Oxford introduced him to Cardinal llarberini ; and he, 
at a musical entertainment, waited for him at the door, and led him 
by the Land into the assembly. Here Sclvaggi praised him in a 
distich, and Salsilli in a tetrastich, neither of them of much value. 
The Italians were gainers by +his lite^y commerce ; for the en- 
comiums with which Milton i.’.paid Salsilli, though not secure 
against a stern grammarian, turn the balance indisputably in Mil- 
ton's favour. 

Of these Italian testimonies, poor as they are, he* was proud 
enough to publish them before his poems; though he says, he can- 
not be BUBpected but to have known that they were said no/i tarn de 

qvo,m supra, sc* 

At Rome, .as at Florence, he staid only tw# Smonths; a time indeed 
sufticicift, if ho desired only to ramble with an explainer of its anti- 
<jnitie.s, or to view palaces and count pictures, but certainly too 
short for tho^contemplation of learning, policy, or manners. 

From Rome he msAed on to Naiffes, in company of a hermit, a 
companion frorft whom little could bo expected ; yet to bim Mil- 
ton owed his introduction to Mango marquis of Villa, who had been 
before the pan'on of Tasso. Manso was enough delighted with hia 
accomplishments to honour him with a sorry distich, in which ho 
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commends him foi* every thing but his religion : and Milton, in re- 
turn, addressed him in a latin poem, which must have raised an 
high opinion of English elegance and literature. 

His purpose was now to have visited Sicity and Hreeoe; but 
hearing of the differences between the king aixd parliament, he 
thought it proper to iKisten home, rather than pass his life in 
foreign amusements, while his countrymen were contending for 
their rights. He therefore came back to Kome, though the mer- 
chants informed him of plots laid against him hy the Jesuits, for 
the liberty of his conversations on religion. He had sense enough 
to judge that there waa no danger, and therefore kept on his way, 
and acted as before, neither obtruding nor shunning controversy. 
He had perhaps given some offence by visiting Galileo, then t pri- 
soner in the Inquisition for philosophical heresy ; and at Haples he 
was told by Manso, that, by Ijls declyations on religious questions, 
he bad excluded himself from some distinctions which be should 
otbiirvvise have paid ^ixn^ But such conduct, though it did not 
please, was yet suillciently safe ; and Milton staid two months more 
at Kome, and went on to Florence without molestation. 

From Florence lie visited 1 .ucca, He afterwards w^ent to Venice ; 
and, having sent away a collection of music and other books, 
travelled to Geneva, n hich he probably considered as the metropolis 
of orthodoxy, 

Uere be reposed as in a congenial clement, and became acquaint- 
ed with John Diodati and Ficderick Spanhoim, two learned pro- 
fessors of Divinity. From Geneva be passod through Prance ; and 
came home, after an absence of a year and three months. 

At his return he heard of the death of his friend Charles Diodati ; 
a man whom it is reasonabJe to suppose of groat merit, since ho was 
thought by Milton worthy of a poem, intituled RpHaitkinia Da- 
r iow u, written in the common but childish imitatiou of pastoral life. 

He now hired a lodging at the house of one Kussel, a tailor in 
St, Bridc'.s Churchyard, and undertook the education of John and 
Edward Fhilip*^, his sisier’s^BOus. Finding hie rooms too little, he 
took a house and garden in Aldcr^gate street, which was not then 
BO much out of the W'orld as it is now; and chose his dwelling at 
the upper ^nd of a passage, that he might avoid the noise of the 
street. Here he received more boys, to bo boarded and instructed. 

Let not our veneration for Milton forbid us to look with some 
degree of merriment on great promises and small performance, on 
the man who liaatons home, because his countrymen are contending 
for their liberty, and when ho reaches the scene of action, vapours 
away hia patriotism in a private boarding school. This is lh*i period 
of his fronj which all his biographers seem inclined to shrink. They 
lire unwilling that Milton should be degraded to a school-master ; 
but, since it cannot be denied that he taugnt^boya, one finds out 
that he taught for nothing, and another that his motive was only 
zeal for the projiagation of learning and virtue ; an^ all tell what 
they do iiot know to lie true, only to excuse an act which no wise 
zuau will coiirddex as in itself disgraecfiU. His father was alite ; 
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an honest and useM employment. 

It k told, that in the art of education he performed wonders ; 
and a formidable list is ^ven of the authors, Grealf and Latin, that 
were read in Alderagate-street by youth between ten and fifteen or 
silteen years of age. Those who tell or receive these stories ^oUld 
consider, that nobody can be taught faster than he can learn. The 
^eed of the horseman must be hunted by the power of the horse. 
Every man, that has ever undertaken to instruct others, can tell 
what slow advances he has been able to make, and how much 
patience it requires to recal vagrant inattention, to stimulate 
Bloggish indifi^erenoe, and to rectify absurd misapprehension. 

T&. purpose of Milton, as it seems# was to teach something more 
solid than the common literature of Schools, by reading those au^ 
thors that treat of physical ^b^ieots^ such as the Georgick, and 
astronomical treatises of the ancients. This was a scheme of im* 
provement which seems to have busied many jiterary projectors of 
that age. Cowley, who had more means than Milton of knowing 
what was wanting to the embellishments of life, formed the same 
plan of education in his imaginary College. 

But the truth is, that the knowledge of external nature, and the 
sciences which that knowledge requires or includes, are not the 
great or the frequent business of the human mind. Whether vo 
provide for action or conversation, whether we wish to be useful or 
pleasing, the hrst requisite is the religious and moral knowledge of 
right and wrong ; the next is an acquaintance with the history of 
mankind, and with those examples which may be said to embody 
truth, and prove by events the reasonableness of opinions. PrU' 
dence and Justice are virtues and excellencies of all times and of 
places j we are perpetually moralists, but we are geoiUetricianB only 
by chance. Our iutercourse with intellectual nature is necessary ; 
our speculations upon matter are voluntary, and at leisure. Phy- 
siological learning is of such rare emergonce, that one may know 
anotW half his life, without being able to estimate his skill in 
hydrostatics or astronomy ; but cis moral and prudential chai'ac- 
ter immediately appears. 

Those authors, therefore, are to be read at schools that supply 
most axioms of prudence, most principles of moral truth, and most 
materials for conversation ; and these purposes are best served by 
poets, orators, and historians. 

Let me not be censured for this digression as pedantic or para- 
doxical ; for^ if I have Milton against me, P have Socrates on my 
Bide. Ifciwas his labour to turn philosophy from the Btudy of na- 
ture to speculations upon life ; but the innovators whom 1 oppose 
are turning off attentiop from life to nature. They seem to tnink, 
that we are placed here to watch the growth of plants, or the mo- 
tions of the stam. Socrates was rather of opinion, that what we had 
to learn was, h(w to do good, and avoid evil. 

Of institutioiifl we may judge by their effects* From this won- 
der-working academyi I do not know that there ever proceeded any 
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man very cmiTient for knowle(la;e ; ifs orily ^^enuine product, I be-’ 
hove, i«a sniall lIi^^Lo^y of Poetry, written in Ijatiu by his nephew 
Philips, of which perhaps none of my readers has ever beard. 

That in his school, as In everv thing else which he undertook, he 
laboured with great diligence, there is no reason foi* doubting. One 
part of bis method deserves general imifatiiin. He was caxeful to 
inatruct his soholars in religion Every Sunday was spent upon 
theology ; of which he dictated a short Bystem, gathered from the 
writers that were then fashionable in the Dutch universities. 

Ho set his pupils an example of hard study and spare diet; only 
now and then he allowed him«.elf to pass a day of festivity and in- 
dulgence with some gay gentlemen in Gray's Inn. 

Ho lioW began to engage in the csontroversies of the .times, and 
lent his breath to blow the flames of contention. In 1641 Ire pub- 
lished a treatise of Heformafton, in two books, against the establish- 
ed church ; being willing toshelp the Puritans, who were, he Says, 
ivift^rlor to (ht Pirlf Ufi in learuiny. 

Hall, bishop of H«>rwV;h, had published an JIumhh liemotnirance, 
in defence of Episcopacy ; to which, in 1641, fire ministers, of whoso 
names the first letters made the celebrated word SiMctymnuvff, 
gave their Answer. Of this An.swer a Corifutatiim wiis attempted 
by the learned Ibiher ; and to the Confutatimi JVlilton pulilished a 
Reply, intituled. Of PreJoti<^%l and irhHher it moy he 

dtduc^d fnm the. Apostfdical h^viilvn of those tcstiiu.^nich V'hicK 

are alledtjed to that Purpose in $omf’ iaU Tre.otuei^ one loherf'of <joet 
K'ttder the Aamt of dariiys Lord Bishop ofAmia'jL 

1 have truuNcribed this title to shew, by his contemptuous men- 
tion of lUher, that he had now adopted the puritannicalsavKireuess 
of manners. His next work w’^as, The B.caMn of (^htirch Oorernmenit 
urged againU Prebug, hg M> John AJiKon, 1H42. In this book he 
discovers, not with ostentatious exultation, hut with calm confi- 
dence, hiB hi}?h o[Uiiion of bis own pow’^ers; and promises to under- 
take something, he yet knows not what, that may b« of use and 
honour to hi» own country, “ This,” says he, *' is not to be obtain- 
ed but by devout prayer "to that Eternal Spirit that can enrich 
with all utterance and knou ledge, and flciulH out hiej Seraphim, 
with the hallowed lire of hi.s altar, to tmioh and purify the lips of 
whom he^pleasos. To (his must be added, industrious and select 
reading, steady ob'Servalion, and insight into all seemly and gener- 
ous arts and affairs; till which in some measure be couipafit, 1 re- 
fuse not to suMtain this expectation." Prom a prondse like this, 
at once fervid, pious, and rational, might be expected the Paradise 

JtOSt, * 

He published the same yefir two more pamphlets, upon*tho same 
question. To one of his antagonists, who affirms that lie was vow ti- 
ed out of the Unmmiig, he answers, in ge|jeral termH: “The Fel- 
lows of the College wherein I spent sdme yeartl, at, my parting, after 
I had taken two degrees, as the manner is, Hignified many limea 
how much better it would content them that 1 Bhouhi fctuy,— As for 
C f» 
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the common approbation or dislike of that place, an now it ia, that 
1 fi^hould eateem or diaeateom mjaelf the more for that, too eimplo 
ifl the answerer, if he think to obtain with me. Of amall pra^ice 
were the physician who could not judge, by what she and her sister 
hav^ of long time vomited, that the worscr stn^ she strongly kehj^s 
in her stomach, but the better she is ever kecking at, an4 >9 
queasy ; she vomits now out of sickness ; but before it will be well 
with her, she must vomit by strong physic. The university, in the 
time of her better health, and ray younger judgment, I never great- 
ly admired, but now much leas.” 

This is surely the language of a man who thinks that he has been 
injured. He proceeds to describe the course of his conduct, and 
tlie tra'n of his thoughts ; and, because he has been suspected of in- 
continence, gives an account of his own purity : That if 1 be just- 
ly charged,” saj's he, “ with this crime, it may come upon mo with 
tenfold shiimc.” ^ * 

The style of this piece is rough, and such perhaps was that of his 
antagonist. This ruughnoaa he Justifies, g!‘eat examples, in a 
long digresnion. iSometimes he tries to be humorous; “Lest I 
should tiike him for some chaplain in hand, .‘»oiae squire of tho 
body to hid prelate, one who servcfl not at tho altar only, but at the 
Com t cupboard, bn will bestow on us a pretty model of himBclf ; 
and sots me out half a dozen ptisical mottoes, wherever he had 
them, lioppiiig short in the measure of convulsion fits ; in W'hidi 
hiheur the agony of his wit having cpcaped narrowly, instead Of 
wcdlfized periodi*, ho greets us with a quantity of thumb-Ving 
poei-icrt — And thus cuds ihw section, or rather diskoction of him- 
self ” — Such is the controversial memment of Milton; his gloomy 
serioustieps is yot more offensive. Such i» his malignity, 

(/.arh'r at Us frown. 

ili.^ fithor, after Beading was taken by 'G»r>cx, camo to reside in 
his hou^fc ; and his school increased. At Whitsuntide, in his thirty- 
fifth year, he married Mary, the daughter of^Mr. Powel, a justice of 
the peace in Oxfordshire, fie brought ljcr*to town wuth him, and 
txjxjctcd all the advantages of a c.ipjngal life. Tho lady, however, 
Bcem-i not much to have delighted in the pleasures of spare diet 
and hard study ; for, ns Philips relate.^, " having for a month led a 
}>liilo.<opluc life, after having been used at homo to ft greut house, 
and luiich company and joviality, her friends, possibly by her own 
dftvirr*, made eavne‘«<t, suit to have her company the remaining part 
of tho summer: v.hich was granted, upon a promise of her return 
at Micluiclinas.’' 

Milton^ was too busy to much miss his wife; he pursued his 
studies : and now and then visited the Lady Margaret Leigh, whom 
he has mentiiijicd in one of his sonnets. At hiat Michaelmas ar- 
rived ; but the ladyjlirfil noJncUuatiou to return to the sullen 
gloom of herhusb^andfl habitation, and therefore very willingly for- 
got her promis^^ lie sent her a letter, but had no answer ; lie sent 
more with the SSme success. It could be alledged that letters mis- 
carry; he therefore di.ipatchod a messengor, being by this time too 
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angry to go himself, His messenger was sent back with some con- 
tempt. The family of the lady were Cavaliei’S. 

In a man whose opinion of liia own merit wto like Milton's less 
provocation than this might liave raised violent resentment. Mil* 
ton soon determined to repudiate her for diSobe^ence j and, being 
one of those who cpnld easily find arguments to Justify inclination; 
publislied (in 1 {U 4 ) Th<i IhHrine and DisdpU}^ 0/ iHvofce ; which 
was followed by The i (ff Martin Bacer, conemung iHvorce ; 

and the next year, his THrarhordon, Expositions thefow chief 
IHaccs of Sci'ipHre which iuai oi Marriage. 

This innovation w^as opposed, as might be expected, by the clergy, 
who, then holding their famous asscttioJy at Westminster, procur^ 
that the author should bo called before the Lords ; “ but that house,” 
says Wood, whether npproviag the doctrine, or not favourifg his 
accusers, did soon dismiss him,” 

There seems not to have lifcn muih written against him, nor any 
thing by any writer of eminence. The antagonist that appearedi is 
styled by him, A iuraed Solicitor. Howel, in his Let- 

ters, mentions tlu; new doctrine with contempt ; and it I sup- 
pose, thought more worthy of derision than of confutation. Ho corn- 
pbuns of this neglect in two sonnets, of which the first is con- 
temptible, and the second not excellent. 

From this time it is observed, that ho became an enemy to the 
Presbyterians, whom lie had favoured befovo. JJc that ^-hanges his 
party by his humour is not more virtuous than he that changes it 
by his interest he loves himself rather than truth. 

His wife riTul her relations now found that Milton w’’aa not an un- 
resisting sulTorer of injuries ; and perceiving that he had begun to 
put lub doctrine in pr:icd<w, by courting a young woman of great 
liccoxnpliskincuts, the daughter of one Doctor Davies, who was how- 
evernot ready to comply, they resolved to endeavour a re-union. 
He went sometimes to the house of one Blackborough, his relation, 
in the lane of St. Martin’s le Grand, and at one of hw usual visits 
was surprised to see his v.ife come from another room, and implore 
forgiveness on her knees. *110 resisted her entreaties for a while : 
** but, partly,” says Thilips, *^his owngoaerou-i nature, more inclina- 
ble to reconciliation than to porHcvcraiicc in anger or revenge, and 
partly tU| strong intercession of fricnU.s on both rides, soon brought 
him to an act of oblivion and a lirm,Jeague of peace.” It wore in- 
jurious to omit, Giftfc .Milton afterwards i-oceived her father and her 
brothers in his own hou^e, when they were distressed, with other 
l{oyali.sis, 

He publiwhed about the ratne time iris Ariogag/tica, a Speech of 
Mr. John Milton /(^r (he Lihirtg of uidiavsted Pmiiing. Tke danger 
of such unbounded liberty, and the danger of boauding it, have pro- 
duced a problem in the science of govern ijierit, which human un- 
derstanding seems hiiherto unable t(* solve. Mf nothing may be pub- 
lished but nhat civil authority shall liavc previously approved, 
power must be the standard of truth ; if every dr«mer of iiinova- 
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ii<m may propagate his projects, there can he no setilemetit ; if 
every murmurer at uovernmient may diffuse discontents there can be 
no peace ; and if every sceptic in theology may teach his follies, 
there can be no religion. The remedy ^inst these evils Is to 
punish, though not to prevent, the publication of opinions which 
that society ^ali thinlc pernicious ; but this punishinent, though 
it may crush the author, promotes the booh ; and it seems not more 
reasonable to leave the right of printing unrestrained because 
writers may be afterwards censured, than it would be to sleep with 
doors Incited, because by our laws we can bang a tbiet 

But whatever were his engagements, civil or domestic, poetry 
was never long out of his thoughts. 

About this time (1645) a collection of his Latin and English 
poemstappeared, in which the Allegro and Pme&mo, with somo 
others, were first published. 

He had taken a larger hous^ in Bybican for the reception of 
scholars ; but the numoroua relations of his wile, to whom he gene* 
rously granted refuge for a while, occupi|d rooms. In time, 
howevei', they went away; '‘and tbo house again/* says Philips, 
'' now looked like a house of the Muses only, though the acce^ion 
of scholars was not. great. Possibly his having proceeded so fur in 
the education of youth may have been the occupation of his wi* 
veiaariee calling him pedagogue and school muster ; whereas it is 
well known he never set up fora public school, to teach all the 
young fry of a parish ; but only was willing to impart hk learning 
snd knowledge to hk relations, and the sons of gentiemen who were 
hk intimate friends, and that neither his writings nor hk way of 
teaching oi^er savoured in the least of pedantry.’’ 

Thus laboriously does hk nephew eitfcenuato what cannot l>e de. 
nied, and what might he corifessed without disgrace. Milton was 
not a man who could become mean l)y a mean employment. This, 
however, hk warmest friends seem not to have found ; they there- 
fore shift and palliate. He did not sell literature to all c<u»ers at 
an open shop ; he was a chamber-miiliner, and measured laa com- 
modities only to hk frien4»* * 

Philips, evidently impatient *)f viewing him in this state of de- 
gradation, tells u« that it was not. long continued ; and, to raise hk 
character again, has a mind to invest him with militai’y splendour j 
** He is much mistaken,” he «ay|, " if there was not about time 
a design of making him an adju^nt general in Bir Williani Waller’a 
army. But the new-modelling of the army proved an obstructioft 
to the design,” An event cannot be set at a much greater distance 
than by having been only dennned, abont t^ome if a man be not 
much mutiken. Milton filial! be a pedagogue no longer; for^ if 
Philips be not much mistaken, somebody at some time designed 
him for a soldier. 

About the time that: iho army was new-modelJed (1645), ho re^ 
moved to a smaller house in Holborn, which opened baokwW into 
Linoola’sJnmPicJdfi. He is not known to have published any thing 
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till the King’s death, when, finding his murdereTS cson- 
demned by the Presbyterians, he wrote a treatise to justify it, and 
(q v,oiiapoi*‘ the minAs of the people. 

He made some Rmnorfe on iJu Articles of Peace hHween Ormond 
and th‘’ Irish PA>(h. While he contented himself to write, he per- 
haps did only what his conscience dictated ; and if he did not very 
vigilantly watch the influence of his own passions, and the gradual 

{ )re valence of opinions, fii't willingly admitted, and then habitual* 
y indulged ; if objections, by being overlooked, were iorgotten, and 
desire superinduced conviction ; he yet fdiared only the |||bmon 
weakness of mankind, and might l>c no less sincere thaMis op- 
ponents But as faction seldom leaves a man honest, however it 
might find him, Milton is suspect od of having interpolated the book 
called Jrnn liasilih, which the Council of State, to whom waa 
now made Latin secretary, employed him to censure, by inserting a 
prayer taken from Sldne/fs ami imputing it to the King; 

whom he charges, in his lemnocLasUs, with the u-a? of this prayer, as 
with a heavy crime, yi indecent language with which prosperity 
had embohienod the advocates for rohcliion to insult all that is 
venerable or great : “ who would have imagined so little fear in 
him of the true alhseeing Deity— immediately before his death, 
to pop into the haruD of the gvav«'i bishop that attended him, as a 
P{)('cial rcligueof hi- Haintly cxerciscB, a prayer stolen word for word 
from the monlh of a Imathen w^oman praying to a heatl' n god 1” 
The papers w hich the king gave to Dr. .hixon on the scaffold tho 
regicides took aw'jiy, so that they were at least the publishers of this 
prayer; and Dr. Birch, who had examined the question with great 
care, iva.s inclined to think them the forgers. TluMise of it by 
adaptation wa.s innocent ; and they who could so noisily censure it, 
with a little exten.^ion of their mulico, could contiive what they 
w'anted to accuse. 

King (Jhavlc.*! the Sec<jnd, being now sheltered in Holland, em- 
ployed Salnueuus, ])rofes‘i.or of polite learning at Tayden, to wudtjB a 
a dc, fence of hi^ ftther and of monarcliy , and, to c.\'cite his indus- 
Iry, gave him, art wa.s rep<»rtcd, a himdrcd Jiicobu>uR. Salimisius 
was a man of skill in languages, knowledge of antiquity, and suga- 
eity of emendatorv ciiticisrn, almost e'xceeding all hope of human 
nttiiiumc;^! ; and having bv execasiu'j ju'Shcs, been confirmed in 
great contideiiw of hinjsclf, though ho probably hud not much oon- 
hidcred tlio priuciplo.i of bociety or the rights ol'g(iveriimcnt, under- 
took the en^ploymcnt w'lfliout distrust of his own qualifications; 
and, as his expedition in writing was woiideiTul, in IGfy published 
J )k f c n, no (Jit's. * 

To this Milton was roipiired to write a sufficieut answei' ; which 
he pcrlormed (Hlol) in such a manner, that Hobbes declared him- 
self unable to decide w'hohe lunguagc was b^fst, or wdiose arguments 
were worst. In iny opinion, Milton’s l>eri(ulscare smoother, neater, 
and more pointed : but he delights liimaelf with'tcazing his adyer- 
fiary as much as with confuting him. He makes jyfooliph allusion 
of ? 5 almasii.s, whose doctrine he considers as servile and unmanly, 
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io the stream Df SalmmhSf which, whaever entered, left half his 
virility behind him, Salmasius was a Frenchman, and was unhap- 
pily xnanifid to a scold. Tu cs (Jatlus, says Milton, te, u( amnt, 
Himium galUnaceitx. But his supreme pleasure is to tax his adver- 
sary, so reuowned for criticism^ with vicious Latin, lie opens his 
book with Wiling that ho has used w’hich according to Mil- 

ton, signifies only a mad^ in a sense not known to the Roxuaiia, by 
applying it as wo apply perxon. But as emesis is always on tljo 
watchjijfcis memorable that he has enforced tho charge of a sole- 
cism }||||W expression in^itself grossly solecistical, when for one of 
those supposed blunders, he enys, as Kor, and I think some one bc> 
fore him, has remarked, propri^cr tt prammatidi& uds vapulandum. 
From mpvlo, wdiich has a passive sense, tfopulamhu^ can never bo 
dcrivefi. Ko man forgets hia original trade : the rights of nations, 
and of kings, sink into qucslaouB of grammar, if grammarians dis- 
cuss them. % • 

Milton, when he undertook this answer, was weak of body and 
dim of sight ; but his will was forward, ai^l A^Jat was w'tmting of 
health was euppUed by ^eal. He was rewarded with a thousand 
pounds, and his book was much read ; for paradox recommended 
by spirit and elegance, easily gains attention; and he, who told 
©very man that he waB erjual to his King, could hardly want an 
audience. 

That the performance of Salniasius wa-^ not dispersed with o(|ual 
rapidity, or read with equal eagerness, is vijry cr(‘dihlo. Ho 
taught only tho stale doctrine of authority, and the tinpleasing 
duty of submission ; and he had been so long not only themouaKh 
but the tyj*ant of literature, that almost all mankind were delighted 
to find him defied and insulted by a uhw name, not yet cooKidmd 
as any one’s rival. If Christiana, as it is ^jaid, commended tlfe 
J)'lfe)iCi of t/n‘ People, her purpose umut be to torment Sabnasius, 
who W'as then at court; for neither civil station, nor her 
natural character, could dispose her to favour the doctrine, who 
was by birth a queen, and by temper despotic. 

That Balmasiiis was, from ibc a]>p<yfinincft of Milton’s book, 
treated willi neglect, there is not much proof ; but to a man, ko 
long accustomed to admiration, a little praise of his antagonist 
w'ould be sutficiently offensive, and might incline him ,to leavo 
Bweden, from which however he wjis dismiriHod, not with any mark 
of contenrqd;, but with a train of attendance «!carcely less than regal. 

He prepared a reply, which, left as it was imperfLct, was jmb* 
lished by hi.^ son in tho year of the UesU^ration. In the beginning, 
being probably nio.st in pain for his Latinity, fu*. endeavours to de- 
fend his Sm of the word permia ; but, if I j otnember right, he 
misses a better authority than any that he has fotind, that of Ju- 
venal in his fourth satire : 

fc p 

— *Quid affag, cum <Jira,4,&id ferdior orani 
^ Crimme Eerflona est ? 

As Balmasius reproached Milton with losing Iiis eyes in the 
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quarrel, Milton delighted himself with the belief that he had 
shortened Salmasius’s life, and both perhaps with more malignit/ 
than reason. Salmasius died at the Spa, Sep. 1653 ; and, as con- 
trovertists are commonly said to be killed by their kst dispute, 
Milton was datiered with the credit of destroying him. , 

Cromwell had now dismissed the parliament by the authority of 
which he had destroyed monarchy, and commenced monarch him- 
self, under the title of Pro lector, but with kingly and more than 
kingly power. That his authority was lawful, never war pro- 
tended ; he himself founded his right only in neceiisHy ; but lHuton 
having now^ tasted the honey of public employment, would not re- 
turn to hunger and philosophy, but, continuing to exercise hi« 
ofhee under a mamfest usurpation, betrayed to his power |.hat 
liberiy which he had defended. Nothing can be more just than 
that rebellion should end in slavery ; that he who had .justified the 
murder of hi% king, for 8om#acU wlfich seemed to him unlawldl, 
should now sell his services, and his ilatteries, to a tyrant, of whom 
it was evident that he*coilld do nothing lawful. 

He had now beeu blind for 8t>me yearw ; but his vigour of intel- 
lect was such, that he was not disabled to discharge hia ofiico of 
Latin secretary, or continue his controversies. His mind was too 
eager to be diverted, and too strong to be subdued. 

About this time his first wile died in child-bed, haviniJf left him 
three daughters. As he probably did not much love her, he did 
not long continue the appearance of lamenting her; but after a 
short time married Oathoime, the daughter of one Captain Wood- 
cock of Hackney ; a woman d<uihtlo^s educated in opiui^ons like hia 
own. She died, within a year, of child-birth, or some distemper 
that follow ed it j and her husband honoured her memory with a 
poor sonnet. 

The first reply to Miltons Dffthslo Popvli was published in 1651, 
called Ajioh'jUL }>T0 Reiyv <C’ Poijuio Jo^licanOf contra Johannis 
PohiiiraymutHi (alitia Miltcni) difctitn'onan dcKlrnHivam Regu tb 
J^optUi. Of this the author was not known; but MiltohaVid his 
nephew Philips, under whose name he published an anyw'er'so much 
corrected by him, tlrat it might bo called his owui, imputed it to 
Brujuluvl ; and, knowdug him no friend to n*gicides, thought tbem- 
solve.^ at liber; y to treat hiiii as if they had known what they only 
suspected. 

Next year appeared Sa^iffuinus dmnor ad CWton. Of this 
thf' author was J’eter du Moulin, who was afterw^ards prebendary 
of Canterbury ; but Myus, or More, a French mimoter, having the 
care ot its pnbliciition, Avas treated as the writer by Milto^j, in his 
D'fenaio i^tctuida, and ovcrw'helmcd ])y suCh violence of invective, 
that ho began to shrink under the tempe.'it, and gave his persecutors 
the means of knowuTig the true author. l)t Moulin was now in 
great danger; but Milton's pride operated againstf his malignity; 
and both he and his friends wefC more willing th;^ Du Moulin 
should escape than that he should be convicted of mistake. 

In this eecoiid defeueo he shows that hia eloquence not merely 
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satirical : the rndenees of hw invective is equalled hy the fl^roBRness 
of his llattery* “ l>eficrirniir, (Vomuelle, tti solus euperes, ad te 
sumrna nostrarum rerum rediit. in 9<do c^iisistit, insuperabili 
tune virf uti oediiuus cuncti, nomine vel obloquentc, nisi qui aequales 
inaequalis ip'io lumores sibi quaint, aufc diguiori coricessos iuvidet, 
aut non iiitelligit nibil esse in societ-ate hominum magifl vel ])©o 
gratum, vel rationi cniisontancum, esse in civitate nihil aiquiuB, 
nihil ntilms, qmnu potiri reruiu dignissimum. Bum te ngrmscunt 
omnes, (’roimiello, ea tu civis maximum & glorioaiBfiirnua, dux pnb- 
lici cllisilii, exiircitunm fortissimornm imperator, patiir patriJH 
geswisti. Sic tu spoutaiica hononim omnium fcanimitus missa voce 
salutaris." 

Cysfir, when he aRRumed the perpetual dictatorship, had not more 
servile or niore elegant flattery. A transktion may shew its servi* 
lity; but its elegance is less attainable. Having exposed the un- 
shilfuluess or selfishness of th^ foriinm government, ^'e ivere loft/’ 
Faya Milton, “to ourselvos: the whole national interest fell into 
your bands, and subsists only in your ahililries. To your virtue, 
overpowering and re^istle'ss, every man giies tray, excej)! some who, 
withfuit equal quiiHfieations, aspire to equal honours, who <5nvy the 
difitiiu-tions of merit greater than their own, or who have }et to 
learn, th:it in tlio coalitiori of human society nothing is more pleas- 
ing to God, or more iigjeeablo to reason, than that the highest mind, 
should have the sovereigui pttwer. Such, Sir, are }nu by general 
confession; such arc the things "d l>y }(in, the greatest and 
most glorionii of onr countiymeii, the director of our public eoim- 
oils, the leader of unconqncrcd .'irmies, ih<‘ father of ymir country; 
for by that title does every good man hail yon with sincere and 
voluntary praise.” 

Next year, having defciulcd all lhat want<'d defence, be found 
leisure to defeMul liiin^elf. He umb‘rt»'ok his onii vindication 
against More, w'Uom lie declares in his title (o be nostlv cailcd the 
author of the Jiiyti S.trrfuijU'i ('huhiu' In Ihi,-. Go i< j** no want of 
voiicmen<*e or eloquence, nor does he lorg^-t Vs onlcd wir, “ Aloree 
e«? en Alomtis' an uterque idem tst /”*’ He then remernb rN that 
J/ro’c.' is Latin for a Alulbcrry-iree, and Liau at the Known trans- 
Jbrmation . 

' r 'nia frn ljit 

(,*u<je poU nigia tulit Mv'ruii, * 

With this x>kec ended his eontmvcisies; :iiu1 ho from this time 
gave himself up in bip private Ftiniies and his civil empbiyim nt. 

As secretary to the I’rotector, lie is snppo^nl io h-ivo written the 
declaration of the voa^onB for a war with Spain. Hia agency waft 
coiiAidercd aft of great importance ; for, whom a ti-c.ity with Sweden 
was artfully snspcndetl, the diday wois publicly inipuftol to Air Alib 
ton’s indispoftiti(/n ; Jin^l tlic Swedish agent pivc/nKcd to express 
his wonder, thafronfy one man in England conid write Latin, and 
that man bliod. 

Being now forty-Beveii )'ears old, and Boeing himpeif disencumber- 
ed from external interruptions, he eeeins to have recollected hu 
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former purposeg, and to have resiimed three g^at works which he 
had plarmod for his future employment ; an epic poem^ the history 
of hie country, and a dictionary of the Latin tongue. 

To collect a dictionary, seems a work of all others least practica- 
ble in a state of hllndncss, hecauao it depends upon perpetual and 
minute inspection and collation. Nor would Milton probably have 
begun it, aher he had lost his eyes ; hut, having had it always be* 
fore him, he continued it, says Philips, ‘ almost to his dying -day ; 
but the papers were so disoompoeed and delieient, that they could 
not he fitted for the press/ The compilers of the Latin diotionaiy 
Xjrinted at Cambridge, had the use t>f those collections in thre6 
folios ; but what was their fate afterwards is not known* 

To complete a history from various authors, when they can only 
be consulted by other eyes, is not easy, nor pot^sible# but with more 
skilful and attentive help tlmu can ^ commonly obtained; and it 
was probably the difficulty of consulting mud comparing that stop- 
ped Milton’s nai'rativt atrthe Conquest; a period at which afiairs 
were not yet very intricate, nor authoifi very numerous. 

For the subject of hia epic poem, after much delibeimtion, long 
choosing, and beginning late, he filled upon Paradise Lost ; a design 
m comprehensive, that it could be justified only by success. He 
had once designed to celebrate King Arthur, as he hints in his 
verses to Mansu>« j but Arthur was reserved, says Fenton, to ano- 
ther (Miiny. 

It appears by some sketches of poetical projects left in manu- 
script, and to be seen in a library at Cambridge, that he had dig^t- 
ed his thoughts on this subject into one of those wild dramas which 
were anciently called M}’«tene8j and Philips had seen what he 
terms part of a tragedy, beginning with the first ten lines of Satan’s 
address to the Sun. These mysteries consist of allegorical persons ; 
such as Justice, Mercy, Faith. Of the tragedy or mystery of Para- 
dise Lost there are two plans ; 


J’Ac Penons. 


Michael. 

Moses. 

Chorus of Angels. 

Divine Justice, Wisdom, Hea- 

Heavenly Love. 

venly Love, 

Lucifer. 

The Evening Stars, Hesperus. 

Adam, 1 

Chorus of Angek 

> with tho S^pent. 

Lucifer. 

Eve, ) 

Adam. 

Conscience. 

Eve. ** 

Death. 

Conscience. 

Labour, ') 

Labour, 

Sickness, j 

Sicknea^ • j 

Discontent, V Mutes. 

Discontent, ^utes. 

Ignorance, j 

Ignorance, p 

with others; ) 

Feai', 1 

Faith, 

Death ; J 
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Hopd< Faith. 

Charity. Hope, 

Charity, 


PAEABISE LOST. 

The Penme, 

Moses pecountifig how he assumed his true body ; that it corrupts 
not, because it is with God in the Mount : declares the like with 
Enoch and Elijah; besides the purity of the place, that certain 
pure winds, dews, and clouds, preserve it from corruption ; whence 
exhoAs to the sight of Ood; tells they cannot see Adam in the 
state of innoceticc by rcaaon of their sin. 

^ e 

Justice, ) ^ 

Mercy, > debating what should becomejpf ijian, if he lall. 
Wisdom, * 

Chorus of Angels singing a hymn of the Creation. 

ACT n. 

Heavenly Love. 

Evening Star. 

Chorus singing the marriage aong, and describe Paradise. 


ACT in. 

Lucifer contriving Adam’s ruin. 

Chorus fears for Adam, and relates Lucifer’s robelUcn and fall. 


Conscience cites them to God’s cxamiiiaJ;iou. 
Chorus bewails, and tells the gov-^d Adain has lost. 


ACT V. 

Adam and Eve driven out of Paradise, 

— presented by an angel with 

Labour, Grief, Hatred, Envy, War, 1 
Famine, l^Cotilerice, Sickness, Dis- > Mutos, 
content, Igno’-anoc, Fear, Death, ) 

To whom he gives their name. Likewise Winter, lleat», Tempest, 
&c. 

Faith, ) 

Hope, > comfort kM and instruct him. 

Charity, ) 

Choru,s brielSy concludes. 

Such was his first design, which could have produced only an 
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allegoij, or mystery. The following sketch seems to hare aitaiimd 

more maturity. 

ADAH UKPARiDISED. 

The angel Gabriel, either descending or entering j shewing, since 
this globe was create, his frequency as much on earth as in ncETen; 
describes Paradise. liext, the choru^ shewing the reason of his 
coming to keep his watch in Paradise, after Lucifer’s rebellion, by 
c-ommand from God ; and withal expressing his desite to sec and 
know more concerning this excMleut new creature, man. The 
angel Gabriel, as by his name signij^ing a prince of power, tracing 
Paradise with a more ftee odice, passes by the station <^tbe Cborus, 
and, desired by them, relates what he knew of man j as the creation 
of Kve, with their love and marri^ge^. After this Imoifer appears; 
after his overthrow, bemoam^huRsmt, seeks revenge on man. The 
chorus prepare resistance on bis first approach. At last, after dis« 
course of enmity on* either side, he departs; Whereat the Chorus 
sings of the battle and victorr in Heaven, against him and his ac^ 
complices . as before, after the first act, was sung a hymn of the 
creation. Here again may appear Lucifer, relating and insulting 
in what be had done to the destiniciion of man. Man next, and 
Eve having by this time been seduced by the Serpent, appears con- 
fusedly covered with leaves. Conscience in a shape acv^uses him ; 
Justice cites him to a place W'hither Jehovah call^ for him. In 
the meanwhile, the chorus entertains the stage, and is informed by 
some angel the manner of the Fall. Here the Chorus bewails 
Adam’s mil ; Adam and Eve then return ; accuse one another ; but 
especially Adam lays the blame to his wife ; is stubborn in his of- 
fence. Justice appears, reasons with him, convinces him. The 
Chorus admonisheth Adam, and bids him bew'are of Lucifer’s ex- 
ample of impenitence. The angel is sent to banish them out of 
Paradise ; but before causes to pass before hia eyes, iti shapes, a 
mask of all the evils of this life and world. He is bumbled, relents, 
despairs ; at last appears Mercy, oomfbrts him, promises the Mes- 
siah ; then calls in Faith, Hope, and Charity ; instructs him ; ho 
repents, gives God the glory, submits to his penalty. The Chorus 
briefly coricludes. — Compare this with the former draught. 

These are very imperieot rudiments of Paradise ; but it is 
pleasant to see great works in their seminel state, pre^ant with 
latent possibilities of excellence; nor could there be any more 
delightfol entertainmint than to trace their gradual growth and 
expansion, and to observe how they are sometimes suddenly ad- 
vanced by accidental hints, and somotimeS slowly improved by 
steady meditation. 

Invention is almost the only literary R^bgur which blindness 
cannot obstruct, and therefore ho naturally solaced his solitude 
by the indulgence of his fancy, and the melody oj[^hjs numbers. 
He had done what he knew to be necessary previous to poetical 
excellence ; he had made himself acquainted with seemly arts amt 
affam / his comprehonsicn was extended by various knowledge, 



68 


LIVES OF THE POETS. 


and stored with intelleetnal treSsnres. . He WM ikilfal 

in many langaages, and had by reading compoaltien attained the 
fhll mastery of hia own. He would have wanted little help from 
booke, had ne retained the power of perusing them. 

But while hia greater designs were advancing, having noW| like 
many ether authors, caught the love of pubhoation, he amufied 
himself, as he could, with little prodnetious. He sent to the press 
(1658) a maauacrlpt of llaleigh, called Th CaUuBt ; and 

next year gratified his malevolence to the clergy, by a Trmiue of 
Civil Pmerin Mcatmaslical Cam, and the Mmnn of ffire- 

Itn^s mt of ika ChnreL 

Oliver was now dead ; Eichaiil was constrained to resign ; the 
system of extemporary government which had been held together 
only by force, naturally fell into fragments when that force was 
taken away ; and Milton mwlftmself mid his (rause in equal dan^r. 
But he had still hope of doing something. Ho wrote letters, which 
Toland has published, to such men as he thought friends to the new 
commonwealth ; and even iu the year of the Kestoration he fmfM 
mjof of hmft or hope f but was fantfistical enough to tliink that 
the nation, agitated as it was, might be settled by a pamphlet, 
called A rmdy aifd eauif IFoy to ettahluK a fruB CoinmonveoU/i ; 
which was, however, enough considered to be both seriously and 
ludiorously answered. 

The obstinate enthusiasm of the common wealthmon was very re* 
markable. When the King w^as apparently returning, Harrington, 
with a few ussociateH as fanaiiml as himself, peed to meet, with all 
the gravity of poUti(»l importance, to settle an equal government 
by rotation : and Milton, kicking when lie could strike no longer, 
was foolish enough to publish, a hvr wx'eks before the Kostoration, 
upon a sermon preached by one Griinthis, Intitled, The Pnt,' 
of Cod and the To these notas , n answer written by 

L’Estrange, in a pamphlet petulantly called iSHnd (hiidis. 

But whatever Milton could write, or men of greater activity 
could do, the King was now about to be restored with the irresisti- 
ble approbation of the people, f ?e was tberefore no longer secre- 
taiy, and w'as consequently obliged to quit the house which he held 
by his office; and, proportioning hia sense of danger to his oi)iiiion 
of the importance of his writings, thought it convenient to seek 
some shefer, and hid himself for a time in Bai*tholomew Close, by 
West Smithfield. 

I cannot but remark a kind of respect, perhaps unconseionsly, 
paid to this great man by his biomphers : every house in which 
he resided is historically mentioned, as if it were an injury to neg^ 
lect naming any place that he honoured by his presence. 

The King, with lenity of which the world has had perhaps no 
other example, declined to be the judge or avenger of his own or 
his father’s wrongs ; and promised to admit into the act of oblivion 
all, except those whom the act of Parliament should except ; and 
the Parliament doomed none to capital punishment but the 
^yrekhes who had immediately co-operated in the murder of the 
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Milton waft cetiainly not one of them ; be bad onlj jnsii* 
bed wbat they had done. 

This jnstification waa indeed finbiolcmtly obtespsiTe; and (June 
1 8) an order was issaed to seize Milton's D^enre, and OodWin'f 
Odstrftriors of Ju!<ticet another book of the ftame tendency, and 
burn them by the common hangman. The attorney general was 
ordered to prosecute the authors j but Milton ww not ftMnftd^nor 
perhaps rery diligentl} purns^ed. 

Kot long after (Auffui^t 19) the ihitter of innumerable bosoms 
was stilled by ap act, which the King, that his mercy might want 
no recommendation of elegance, rather called an att af oUiHon 
than of grace. Goodwin was named, with nineteen more, as in* 
capacitated for any public trusty but of JtUtun there w^a no 
exception. - 

Of this tenderness shew to Milttm, the ourioaity of mankind haft 
not forborn to inquire the re^ieon. Eurnet thinks he was forgotten; 
but this is anoitier instance which may oonbrm Balrymple'ft ob« 
servatian, who says, that whenever Burnet’s namUons are ex- 
amined, he appears to be mistaken/* 

Forgotten he was not ; for bis proaecution was ordered : it must 
be therefore by design that he was iiusluded in the general oblivion. 
lio is said to have had friends in the House, such as Marvel, 
Morit?c, and Sir Thomas Olarges : and undoubtedly a mart like him 
must have had influence. A veiy particular story of hir eecaj^ is 
told by litchardKon in his Memoirs, which he received from rope, 
a« delivered by Biittcrton, who might have heard it from Bavenant. 
In the war belwocn the King and Parliament, Davenaat was made 

S rieoner, and condemned to die ; but was spared at the request of 
liltoii. When the turn of success brought Milton into the like 
danger, Davenaiit repaired the benefit by appearing in his favour. 
Here is a reciprocation oi' generosity and gratitude so pleasing, that 
the iale makes its own way to credit. But if help were wanted, I 
kiiow not where to And it. The danger of Bavenant is cert^a 
from his own relation ; but of his escape there is no account. Bet- 
terton's narration can be fraced no higher ; it is not known that 
he had it from Daveuant. Wc are told that the benefit exchanged 
was life for life ; but it soems not oertain that Milton’s life was 
ever in da^iger. Goodwin who had committed the same kind of 
crime, e<iioaped with incapicitation : and, as exclm^n from public 
trust is a punishment which the power of government* can com- 
monly inflict without the help of a particular law, it required no 
great interest to exeunt Milton from a censure little more than 
verbal. Bomethuig may be reasonably ascribed to veneration and 
compassion ; to veneration of Iiis abilities, and compassion for the 
difttresftes, -which made it fit to forgive his malice for his learning. 
He was now poor and blind ; and who woull nursue wiih violence 
an illustrious enemy, depressed by fortune, and disarmed by 
nature? . 

The publication of the act of oblivion put him in the same 
condition with his follow-subjects. He waft> however, upon some 
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now not Icnown, in the cnetody of the sepfeani in D^cem« 
ber, end yi^m he wee released^ upon hie refoeel of the feea de« 
niiuided, hn and the aerfeant were o&Ued before the House. He 
was now safe within the shade oblivion, and knew himself to be as 
mask out of the power of a griping oSloer as any other man. How 
the^uestdon was determined is not known. Hilton would hardly 
hare eontended^ but that he knew himself to hare right on his 
fdde. , 

He then removed to Jewin-Btreet, near Aldeisgaie^street ; and 
being blinds and, by no means wealthy, wanted a domestic com'* 
pwon and attendant; and therefore, hy the reeomxnendation of 
Dr. Paget, married Elizabeth Minshnl, of a gentleman’s family in 
Oheslj^re, probably without a fortune. All h^ wives were virgins : 
for he has declar^ that he thought it gross ain^indelicate to be a 
second husband ; upon what other principles his choice was made 
cannot now be known ; but %iarriagu afforded not much of his 
happiness. The first wife left him in disgust, and was brought 
back only by terror ; the second, indeed, sbems to have been more 
a favourite, but her life was short. The third, as Philips relates, 
oppressed his children in his life-time, and cheated them at his 
death. 

Soon after his maitiage, according to an obscure story, he was 
offered the continuance of his employment, and, being pressed by 
his wife to accept it, answered, " loit, like other women, want to 
ride in your coach ; my wish is to live and die an honest man." 
If he considered the Latin secretary as exercising any of the powers 
of government, he that had shared authority, either with the Par* 
liameut or Cromwell, might have forborn to talk very loudly of his 
honesty ; and if he ihoti^ht the office purely miniPterial, he cer- 
tainly might have honestly retained it under the King. But this 
tale has too little evidence to deserve a disquisition ;"large offers 
and sturdy rejections are among the most common topics of 
falsehood. 

He had so much either of prudonoe or gratitude, that he forbore 
to disturb ibe new settlement with ahy of his i>oUtical or eocle- 
siastical opinions, and from this tune devoted himself to poetry and 
literature. Of his zeal for learning in all its part*, he gave a proof 
by publishing, the next year (1661), A oiidenci^ rommeficed grammar : 
a little book which has nothing remarkable, but that its author, 
who had been lately defending the supreme powers of his country, 
and was then writing Paradise Lost, could descend from his eleva- 
tion to rescue children from the perplexity grammatical cmifu** 
aion, and the trouble of lessons unnecessarily repeated. 

Abou^ this time Elwood the Quaker, being recommended to him 
ae one who would read Latin to him for the ad^untage of his con* 
versation, attended him every afternoon, except on Sumkys. 
Milton, who, in bis ^letter to Hartlib, had declared, that ta read 
Latin with an English mouth is as ill a hearing as J^aw Ermtck^ re- 
quired that fiiwood should learn and practise the Italian pronuu<aa- 
^on, which, he said, was necessary, if he would talk with foreigners. 
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Bdema to have boon a task troubleBonie without usc« Thero is 
littio reason for preferring the Italian pi*(munciation to our own, 
except that it is more general ; and to Uaoh it to an Englishman 
is only to make him a foreigner at home. He who travels, if he 
Bpeaks Latin, may so soon learn the sounds which every native 
gives it, that he need make no provision before his journey; 
and if strangers visit us, it is their busiuese to practice such con- 
formity to our modes as tiioy e^xpect from us in their own coun- 
tries. El wood complied wilh the directions, and improved himself 
by his attendance ; for ho relates, that Milton, having a curious 
ear, knew by his voice when he read what ho did not understand, 
and would atop him, and (ipm ihv m»si difficult pa$mgfs. 

In a abort time he took a house in the Artillery Walk, le^ing 
to Hunhill Fields; the mention of which concludes the re/jiater of 
Milton’s removals and habitations. He lived longer in thus place 
than any other. • • 

He was now busied by Paradiu Lost. Whence he drew the 
original design has been variously conjectured by men who cannot 
bear to think themselves ignorant of that which, at lOsSi, neither 
diligence nor sagacity can discover. Some find the hint in an Ita- 
lian tragedy. Voltaire tells a wild and unauthorised story of a 
farce seen by Milton in Italy, which opened thus; Let the P<tinloio 
Ic the hiildUstick nf thi Flddlt of Meaecn. It has been already 
shown, ihiit the first conception was a tragedy or mystery, not of 
ii narrative, but a dramatic work, which he is supposea to have 
begun to reduce to its present fosi’m about the time (1665) when 
he finished his dispute with the defenders of the King. 

Ho long before had promised to adorn his native country by some 
great performance, while lie had yet perhaps no settled design, and 
was stimulated only by such expectations as naturally arose from 
the survey of his attainments, and the consciousness of hid powers. 
Whai he should undertake, it was difiicult to determine. lie was 
lomr ( Aousihi/f and l/Cjitfi laU. 

lEVhile he was obliged to divide his time between his private 
studies and affairs ol' statdl, his pnotical labour must have been 
often intorrupied ; and perhaps he did little more in that busy 
time than conatnict the nan-ative, adjust the episodes, proportion 
the parts, ^iccumulate images and sentiments, and treasure in his 
memory, or preserve in writing, such hints as books or meditation 
would supply. Xotliiiig particular is known of his intellectual 
operations while he was a statesman ; for, having every help and 
accommodation at hainl, he had no need of uncommon expedients. 

Being driven from all public stations, he is yet too great not to 
be traced by curiosity to his retirement ; where he has beefi found 
by Mr lUchardson, the fondest of his admirers, sitting before h is 
door in a grey coot uf eoarse cloth, hi warm 'lultry xemther, to enjoy 
ike fresh air ; and so, as in his own room, n ceiling the visits of the 
2>ct)pU of distinguished parts as well as guality. His visjltors of high 
quality must now ]>e imagined to be few ; but men 6/ pai*ts nugnt 
f easonably court the conversation of a man so generally illustrious, 
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that foreigum iur<) imported, by Wood, to have viaiiod tW homia itt 
Bread* streak, where be was born. 

According to another acconnt, he was seen ih u email house, 
neatly mmyh drmed in Hack clothent sitHny rn a worn huny mtk 
grun ; yKiXe hut uot catUmious, chail’ stores m ku kmid»* 
ih 4 faid, that if it wre not for the gouU ku hliudyuss %ould he H>kr^> 
able. 

In the interyals of his pain, being made unable to use the com* 
men exorcisos, he used to swing in a chair, and sometimes played 
upon an organ. 

He was now confessedly and visibly employed upon his poem, of 
which the progress might bo noted by those with w^hom he was la- 
mili^ I for he urns obliged, when he had composed as many lines as 
his memory would conveniently retain, to employ some friend in 
writing them, having, at least for part of the time, no regular at* 
tendant. This gave opportuifity to observations and reports, 

Mr. Philips observes, that there was a very remarkable circuiu* 
stance in the composure of Paradi&o XoiK. which I have a parth 
Gular reason,” says he, to remember; for whereas 1 had the periasal 
of it from the ve^ Imgirining, for some years, as 1 went frCm time 
to time to visit him, in parcelis of ten, twenty, or thirty verses at a 
time, (which being written by whatever hand came next, might 
possibly want correction m to the orthography and pointing), hav** 
ing, as the summer came on, not been showed any for a consider- 
able time, and desiring to know the reason thereof, answered, that 
hts vein never happily flowed bpt ft'om the Autumnal E<|uittox to 
the Venial ; and that whatever he attempted at other times was 
never to his satisfaction, though he courted his fancy never so 
much I 80 that, in all the years he was about this poem, he may be 
mid to have spent half his time therein/* 

Upon this relation, Tolaad remarks, that ia his opinion, Philips 
has mistaken the time of the year ; for, Milton, in his Elegies, dO' 
dares, that with the advance of Spring, he feds the increase of his 
poetical force, rodeujii iu camana inres. To this, it is answered, 
that Philips could hardly mistake timef so well markid ; and it may 
be added, that Miltun might hud diflerent times of the year fa* 
TOiirable to different parts of life. Mr. Kichardson conceives it 
impossible that juch a rorJt should he impended for sis' mouthst or 
for one. It inay go on faster or slower, hut %l mmt go q%. By what 
u^ssity it must continually go on, or why it might not be laid 
aside and resumed, it is not easy to Recover. 

This dependence of the soul upon the seasons, those tempoiury 
and perioditial ebbs and flows of intellect, may, i suppose, justly be 
derived as the fumes of vain imagination. Ho.^nms ieminUiHr 
miris. The author that thinks himself weatherbound will And 
with a little help froir hellebore, that he is only idle or exhausted. 
But whila this notfbu has possesion of the head, it produces the 
inability wl^h it supposes. Our powers owe mu^ of their energy 
to our quice posse mdentur, 'When success seems at* 

tainabH dUigenoe is enforced ; but when it is admits that the 
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^nculiies are sappreseod by a croae wind, <^t a cloudy «kv, tbe diiy Is 
given up ^ifbout zesietaEoe ; for irbo can contend tbo coum 
of Nature? 

From Buch preposBCRsiona !MiUon pcenif^ not to biivo been free. 
There prevailed in hi* time an opinion, that the world waain its 
decay, and that we have bad the miatoituu^ to be produced in the 
decrepitude oi] Nature. U was feuspecttd that the whole cremation 
languished, that neither tre^s wor animals had the heights or hulk 
of their pfedccesuors, and that every thing was dsijy »^ink»»g by 
gradual diminutioin Milton appears to hUbj ect that i^riake 
of the general degeneracy, aikd is not without some feat that his 
book is to be writltu in on a^/a tuu ioU foi heroic poesy. ^ 
nether opinion wanders about the w'orld,,and soinetimea undi 
reception among wise men \ an opinion that restrains the operations 
of the mind to particular rugiouB, supposes that a luckiesa 
mortal may be born in a degree of latitude too high or too low for 
wisdom or for wit. From thin fancy, wild as it is, he had not wholly 
cleareti his head, wheri he feared lest tho cHfhaU of his country 
might be too cold fur tlighta of imagination. 

Into u mind already occupied by such fancies, another not more 
reasonable might easily hiul its way. % He that could fear Jest his^ 
genius had fallen upon too old a woild, or too chill a cUmate, might 
constantly magnify io himself the intiuence of the seasons, anjd^l^ 
lievo his faculties to bo vigorous only half the year, 4, 

Hi« submission to the hch^ohs was at least more reasonable than 
his dread of devmying iiat ure, ora frigid aono; for general causes 
must opcrsito uniformly in a general abaiemeut of menuti power, if 
leas could be performed by the writer, less likewise would content 
the judgoa of hi-' work. Among this lagging race of frosty grov<^i- 
lori he might «t-iU have lismi into eminence by producing some- 
thing which Mo aot 'tviUuhji*} hi dii. However iulerior to 
the heroes who were born in belter ages, he might still be great 
among liis conteuifwarios, with tho hope of powing every day 
greater in the. dwindle of i>«writy. He might suU be a giaat among 
the jygmies, the t>ne eyed monarch of the blind. 

< tfhis artifices of study, or particular hours of composition, wa 
have little account, and there was perhaps little to be told. 
Kichardson, who seems to have been yeiy diligent in his enquiries, 
but discovers always a wish to find Milton discriminated from other 
men, relates, that he would somctimeBlie awake whole nighty, but 
not a verse could he make ; and on a sudden his poetical facility 
would Tushi upon him wfth art imprUs or (jsirum, and his daughter 
was immediately called to secure what caiho. Afc other tiuAjs he 
would perhaps dictate forty lines in ahreaih, and then reduce them 
to half tho number.” * I 

These bui'Sts of light, and involutions of darkniRS, these ttansieut 
and involuntary exenrstons and retrocesMious of inv<;ution, having 
some appearanoo of deviation from the oommtm train of ffature, are 
eagerly cftught by the lovers of a wonder, yet something of thi* 
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inequality happen^ to every man in every mode of exertion, manual 
or mental. The mechanic cannot handle his hammer and his file 
at all times with equal dexterity ; there are hours, he knows not 
why, when his hnnd is out. By Mr. llichardson^s relation, ooRuaUy 
conveyed, much ro^oird cannot be claimed. That, in his intellectual 
hour, Milton c-alled for his daughter to securr 'ivhat cavi<>f may be 
questioned ; for unluckily it happens to be known that his daugh- 
ters were never taught to write; nor would he have been obliged, 
as is universally confesf-ed, to have empbiyed any casual visitor in 
disbiirthening iiis memory, if his daughter could have perfoimed 
the olfico 

T|ie story of reducing his exuberance has Ixicn told of other au- 
thors, and, though doubtless true of every fertile and oojdous mind, 
seems to have been gratuitously transferred to Milton. 

What ho has told us, and tjve cannot now know more, is, that be 
composed much of this poem in th^ night and morning, I suppose 
before his mind was disturbed with common businesH ; and that he 
poured out with great liucnty bis unpremiitltaUd t/’w. ^'crsitica- 
tion, free, like his, from the distresses of rhyme, must, by a work so 
long, be made prompt and habitual, and, when his though Is were 
once adiusted, the words would come at his command. 

At w’liat particular times of his life the parts of his work were 
written, cannot often be known. The beginning rtf the third hook 
shews that he hail lost his sigh! ; and the Introdnctiou to the 
sev<^ntb, that the return of the King had clouded lam with dis- 
countenance ; and that he wa^ ofiended by the licentious festivity 
of the Restoration, There are no other internal notes of time. Mil- 
tem, being now cleared fr<'m all effects of his difiloyalty, had no- 
thing rtxjuircd from him but the common duty of living iu quiet, 
to bo rewarded with the common right of protpctiori : but tins, 
which, when he .'^kuiked from the approach of his King, wna perhaps 
more than be hoped, seems not to have sfiiistiod him ; for no sooner 
is l.e safe, then he finds himf^lf in dinigor, falU’^o on tnl days and 
('i'll ion s, and u'iih d(t,kn(ss aud dourjer compasbd roatuf, 
Tiiiri darkness, had his eyes been betier (inployod, had uudouhtedly 
deserved compassion ; but to add the mention of danger was un- 
grateful and unjiisf. He Wiis fulleii indeed on rvif days : the time 
w’.as come in vrhich regi^' ides could no longer boast their wicked- 
ncps. But of U),]q>’>s for MiUcui to compifun required impudence 
at lea-it eqii:\l to his other powers; Miltou, whose warmest advo- 
cates juusf. Av, that he never spared anj asperity of reproach or 
brutality of ii.S’ulroic;*. 

But Tie itself seems to be false; f»r it tvould he hard to 

rcoolicrt any r.'prouch cast u])t)a him, eii her b cm ( 01*5 or ludicrous, 
thrmigh tic* wlode n.maining purl of hi.'^ lifo. IJ0 puivucd hisstii- 
dies or his amu'^vynuit'i, without pcrbccuiioM, molestation, or insult. 
Such is the rpvorouce paid to great abilities, however misused ; 
they, wlpJiii’ontun}dato(l ju Milnm the scholar and the wit, w'ero 
eonteuted to forget the revilcr of his King. 

When the plague (16fioj lag'ul in London, Milton took refuge at 
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Chalfojifc ixTBttcks * wlicre Elwood, M^ho had taken the hene^ fi^r 
him, first saw a complete copy of Paradm Lod, and, having per- 
used it, said to him, /‘Then Wt aaid a pfroat deal upon Paradi&o 
Lmt ;y,what hast thoi^ to say upon Paradm Pimnd t 

Kext year -rhea the dau^gcr of infection had ceased, he rijttirhed 
to Bunhill^Sc'ldfi, and desj^md the publication of his poem. A 
license wa necessary, and he could exf)ect no gmfc kin&ess from 
a chaplain of the artibirthop of 'Canterbury. He' Sieemsj ho ever, 
to have been treated vrith iendorness; for though objections were 
made to particular pass^es^ and ahaongthem to the shhile of the 
sun eclipsed in the first book, yefc the license way granted ; attd he 
sold his copy, April 27, ltHM,*to Satmael Shnmons, for nn inme- 
diate paymunt of five pounds, with a stSpuluUon to receive five 
pounds more when thirteen hundred should lie sold of fhd‘ first edi- 
tion ; and again, five pounds ti^er thccale of the sanjo nmmbQr of 
the second edition; and anotber five pounds after the Fame sale of 
the third. Xono of th® tl^ec cdiiihfis were to be extended beyond 
fifteen liundrcd copies. / 

The first edition was of ten books, in a KinUl c|narto. The titles 
were varied from yoar to year ; and an advcrtisenioiu and the argu- 
iiAents of the hooka u^re omitted iu sdnic copies, and ineeried in 
others. 

The sale gave him in two yoar.^ a right to his second paymenii 
for which the receipt was signed April 26, The scooud edi- 

tion wag not given till 16T4 ; it w’as printed in Rmull octavo ; and 
the number of books was increased to twelve; by a diviffiou of the 
seventh and twelfth; and some other hmall imprbVeuu'uts iwere 
made. The third edition was published in 1678 ; iuid the widow, 
to whom the cr‘j>y was then to devolve, sold all her claims to Sim- 
mons for eight pounds, according to her receipt given Hec. 21, 
Simmrms had already agreed to transfer the Vrhole right to Bra* 
baxou Aylmer for twenty five pounds; and Aylmer sold to Jacob 
Tonsou half, August 17, 1683, half, March 21, at a price enu- 
siderably enlarged. In the Imtoryof Purvdise a deduction 
til ns minute will rather gratify than 

The slow sale and tardy reputation of thif< poem hnve been al- 
ways naontionod ns evidences of neglected merit, and of Uio uncer- 
tainty of litetlry lame ; and infpuncB have bccu made, and ctmjeo 
tures otfored, about the cauf^ca uf its long ob-curity and late recep- 
tion. But has the caso been truly stated '! Have not. lamentation 
and wonder booft lavished on m evil that w’a^ never felt I 

That In the reigne of Charles and James the Pc(mdU<. re- 
ceived no public ncclaumtiona, is readily contVsrsed. Wit^tuul 
literatutb were on the side of the Court ; and who that solicited fa- 
vour or fiishidn would venture lo praise the (defender of the re- 
gicides? All that he himself otatld think his duo, •from tidi hm<jris 
in etdl iras that reverential silence which was glmemusly pro* 
Berved. But it< cannot be inferred, that his poem wa^i not read, or 
not, however unwillingly, admired. 

The sale, if it be considered, will justify the public. Those who 
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m PWm of tiiae^i feat |>y th«ir qw^ sbwaW ol- 

W«% 4»iw «^oI^isiosWt The (»|1 for bocta wau ivot in MiU- 

l0¥# vrli^t ht; fo tiho pro^t. f i>oa4 ym i^ot tkon a general 
amtuaement; neiiher iradera, npr pflen gei^tloineni tk^nght 
a^vai hy ignoraaoe, The women had not then aspired to 

j^Rerat^i npr was evenr how applied with a oVoset of knowledge, 
fhoan^ i»wd, who profoaifid learning, were nol foa» learned than at 
an^ oth^ tfoae ] but of that middle jade, of iatndentB ^ho read for 
^eaamaradooinplhihinent,an4 whe ojiy the nuioerona pro<Juofo of 
modem typography, tha numbar wa#, th^ dmaparativelly wnall. To 
prove the pauoiu of readers, it may be 'Bufficient to remErk, that 
i%natfoii had beeji eatished foom IdStS to 1664, that ^ forty^one 
visarB, with only two ef^tfohs of the works of Shakspeare, wUeh pro« 
bably did not tcpthef fodke ope |houBind dopiea 

The aale df Imiviaon htqm<^^d oe^ieB in two yearn, in opposition 
to BO mnch recent mwnity, and to a style of yersifojatfon pew to 
all and disgusting to many, wgg an unc^paxpoh example of the pro- 
valenoB of geniuB,. The demand, did not immediately in crease; 
for mi^y more readorB than tfere supplied at brat the nation did 
notaidrd. Only thro# thousand were sold in #fovan ydam; for it 
forced its way m^out aasistanoe; its admirors did pot dare to pub- 
lish their npinioa; and ihe opportunities now given of aforaoting 
notice by adyertfoements were then very few ; the means of pro- 
claiming the publication of neyf books have been produced by that 
general iitdratitl!!a which now pervades the nation through all Its 
tanks. 

Ant the reputation and price of the copy atlll advanced, till the 
Bevolutioii put an end to the seoresy of love, and 
broke into open view with euffiofoni secanty of kipd Tecei»fcfon. 

Fancy can hardly forbear to conjecture with what temper Milton 
survey^ the silent progress of his work, and marked its reputation 
stealing its way, in w kfod of aubterreneous cuireiit, through fear 
and silence. I cannot but conceiye him emfo and conddent, little 
disappouited, not at all dejeefod, relying oh hfo own merit with 
steady conSoiousneBs, end Waliing without impatience the vioiBsi- 
tudes of opinion, and the impartiality of a futur# generation. 

In the meantime he continued his studies, and supplied the want 
of sight by a very odd expedient, of which rhilijp^giyp, the fol- 
lowing account : . 

Mr. Philips tells us, ''that Ihough ou|i Author fold dsily.abdut 
him one or other to read, some persons of mau^ estate, 1pi®, of 
their own accord, greedily oatched at the opportunity of betn^ his 
readers, that they might as well reap the.benelit of what thpread 
to him, aa oblige him by the benefit of their reading: and others 
of younger years were sent by their parents to the same end ; yet 
excusing only th^ eldest daughter by reason of her bodily infirmity 
and di^^cult ^atteranoe of speech (which, to say truth, I doubt was 
the principal cause of excusing her), the other two were condemned 
to the penonuance of reading, ana exactly pToneuntdag of all the 
Ismguagfift of whatever book he should; ad one time or otheri think 
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fit td vii ilid Hebw I Ihifek ^ Bivke}^ tto 0r00llE« 

the Jito, ;|he Itfdleo^ and fmeh^ AU wmoh idvta «f 

boeie to t(i without obe woif^ 

mctst>eedi be a ti^lal .of ;^t^eboe alinbtt beyoai ehiSiikace. tel 
it WM eadured l)y jbotb tpr a tmig ibo^b of 

tbit ,^ie;^!loyment <iohtil jiot beil bi^ otii 

moi^ endlnote ihto etli^reoftieni. of at bmgH 

tb^ were j$Xi, eVeb ibe eldet^t alio, lent Oat to lli!ii:«t eoDne oi^otie 
anainuffOioua eortilf ^ mbe^faet^ wott^ 

learn, parldcttlittly etobroio^es in ioM or lUver.’" ’ 

In this ftoenl of misexji) yrhich tnie mode of xnteUeeltuil labont 
sets befbre our eyes, it ii betd to d^emine wbatbet ttie ^^|b(|0)!e 
or the Ibtber are molt to be lamented. A langn^ nitt nhdeiitlboi^ 
can never be so read as tol |)kasiire> ind vi^ iMom so as In 
convey meaning. If few mensWonld bavh bi|d rmbtion to writs 
boobs with Auon embart^ttients, few likewise Wotdd have Wanted 
ability to hnd some bslt^<mtpod^i ' 

Three years aftet his JPant^isg lMt (I6d7), be jnblilhed bis JfftJl- 
tor^j of JSnffland, oomprisini the Whole fhnie of Geoffi?0y of Mon- 
month, and oohtintiea to the Korney Invasion, Why ne should 
have given the drat fkft, Whioh he seenit not to belteye^ and whleh 
is universally rejected, it is diffiosdt to coiijsOtnrtf: : The style Js 
harsh ; but it has\ 0 othethiag of rough vigour, Whiub perhaps nmy 
often strike, though it cannot pteasO. 

On this'hktory the licenser agaiii dsced his dhwl, before ho 
would transmit it to the press tore out several parta Some een« 
Bures of the Baaon monks were taken away, lest they should bo ap- 
plied to the clergy; and a chancier of the Long Parliament, and 
Assembly of Bmpes, was excluded ; of ^hich the author ^ve a 
cony to ihh Bari of i.&g!esea, and whioh', being afterwards pub- 
lished, has been slnoe inserted In its proper place; 

The sains year w^ote printed T^amdU^ ^ffoiiiiedf and Sampitfn 
Affo^iutea, a tragedy written hi imitation of the A ncients, and ho- 
ver designed by tfie author Ibr the staghi^ As these poems were 
publishea by another bookseller, it has been asked, whether Bim- 
mons was discouraged from receiving them by the slow sale of the 
former. Wl^ a writer ohanged his bookseUer a hundrod years ago, 
I am far fW)m hoping to discover. Certainly, he who in twa yaaw 
sells thirteen hundred copies of a volume in ^uarto^ bought fm* 
two payments of dve pounds each, has no reason lb repent ms pur- 
chase; ' , ^ 

When Milton shewed fils '^Pmwdhie Begained’^toBlwood, **Thia," 
said he, “is owing to you j for you put it in tUy head by the’ques- 
tion you put to me at Chalfout, which otherwme I had not thought 

of.** j • 

His last poetical offspring was his fkvourite. •Lie could not, as 
Elwood relates, endure to hear Pamdm LoH preferred ^ 

Ji 0 faimd. Many causes may vitiate a writer*8 Judgmeui^f his own 
works. On that which hat cost him much labour he sets a high 
value; because he is unwiUing to think that he has been diligent 
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in what has been produced witbonfc toilsome eifortft is eonsi- 
derod with delight, as a proof of vigorous faculties and fertile mvca- 
lion ; and the last W{jrk, what-ever it may be, has necessarily moat 
of th<^ grace of novelty, Hilton, however, it happened, had this 
prejudice, and had it to hinisolf.* , ^ 

I that muUijdicity of attaiutnouts, and eiitenfc of comprehen* 
Sion, that entitled thi.^ ^*reat anthor to otir Tenmtion, may be 
added a kind oi'luinihle dignity, -which did not disdain the meanest 
semcesto literature. The epic poet, the contfovertist, the politi- 
cian, having already descended to accouiniodatO' children with a 
book of rudinibtits, now in the last years of his life, composed a 
boo^ of Logic fur the initiati^m of students in philosophy; and 
published (1672) vLfr. Lojitiv 'phnior Jn.isi.itvU^> mi i\iri Uami 
Miihodufh f'uHcmimU; that is, TA new Scheme Of ijugic, according 
to the Method of 1?axiins.” S Jtnow’poi w'hethcr, oven in this book, 
he did not intend All act of hostility against the Universities; for 
Kamue was on« of the oppugners t/ the old philosophy, who 
disturbed with iimoyatkms'the quiet of the schools. 

His puJemteal diapOiifcion again revived. He had now been safe 
so long, that he forgot hia fears, and published ‘"A Treatise of 
True Koligion, Here?}, KSchism, Toleration, and the best means to 
prevent the Growth of l*opety/' ^ 

But this little tract is modestly written, with mpectful mention 
of the Church of England, and an appeal to f ho Thh'ty niuo Arti- 
cles. His principle of toleration is, ngroemenfc in the sufilciency ot 
the Scripturo■^ ; and he extends it to all who, whatever their opini- 
ons arc, proiesri to dcri-i'c them iVoni the aapred hooka The Papista 
appeal to other tcstimoiiic.s, are thereh^re, in hw opinion, not to be 
permitted the* liberty of oiihor public or private worship; for 
though they plead cousuioneea, “we iitiVe no warrant," ho euys, *‘to 
regard conscience which i»J not grounded in Scripture/’ 

M’be>c who are not convinced by his reason^ may be perhajMs de- 
lighted with hie wit. The term ** Homan Catliolio is," he says, 
“one of the Tope's bulhi; it is particular universal, ox cathodic 
schismatic." 

Ho hji.'^, howc^’cr, Bometbing better. As the boat pre8fwvati\c 
against Popery, he ro(! 0 )n.}i<iiid« the diligent perusal of the Scrip- 
tures, a duty, from which he warns the busy part of mankind not 
to think themselves excused. 

He now reprinted hiH'juvoaile poems, with some additions. 

In the laot y'.ar of his life he sent to the press, ^eciUin^ to take 
delight in public {itiori, a collection of PumHiar Epistles m Latin ; 
to wluchr bt*ing t JO few to make a volume, he added some academi- 
cal exers'Hc^, uhic ii perhaps he perused with pleasure, as they re- 
called to his memory the days of youth, but for which nothing but 
veneration tor liis^ame could now procure a reader. 

When he had* aLtahmd his Bixty-sixth year, the gout, With which 
he had hoof? long tormented, prtivailed over the enfeebled powers 
of nature. He, died by a (pxiet and silent expiration, about the 
loth of yovembor, 1074 , at his house in Bunhilliields ; and was 
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hk farther in the channel of St Oilea at Cripi^lfegate. 
His fuaerd was very splendidly and nnmorouflly attended. 

upon his grave thorc is snppoaed to have been no memorial; but 
in our time a monument. ha« been erected in .We^miuster Abbey, 
To Vi^ AvtKor of Paradw Zoit^ by Mr. Benson,; who has in the in- 
scription bestowed more woilk upon bitoseif than u|^n Milton. 

When the inscription fai- the monument' of l^hilips, in which he 
was said to be soli MUtono B^ci'ndus, was exhibited to I>r. Sprat, 
then dean of Westminster, he refused to admit it ; the name of 
Milton was, in his opinion, loo detestable to be read on the wall of 
a building dedicated to devotion. Atterbury, who succeeded him, 
being author of the inscription, permitted its reception. '^And 
such has been the change of public <»pinion,^^ said Dr, Gregory, from 
whom I hoard this account, ^*that 1 have seen erected in the 
church a statue of that man, 'fhose name I oncehnew considered as 
a pollution of its walls.'' 

Milton has the reputathm of having been in his youth eminently 
beautiful, so as to nave been <^led the Ijady of' his college* His 
hair which was of a light brown, parted at the fore-top, and hung 
down upon hia shotilders, according^to the picture which be luis 
given of Adam. He wm, however, not of the heroic stature, but 
rather below the middle size, according to Mr. Richardson, who 
mentions him as having narrowly escaped from being «hoi*t and 
thick. He wa-j vigorous and active; and delighted in the exercise 
of the sword, in which he is related to have been eminently skil- 
fed. His weapon was, I believe, not the rapier, but the back sword, 
of which he recommends the use in his book on Education. 

His eyes are said never to have been bright ; but, if he was a 
dexterous fencer, they must haye been once c|uick. 

His domestic habits, so far an tliey are known were those of a 
seye.’e student. Ho drank little strong drink of any kind, and fed 
without excess iu quantity, and in his earlier years without deli- 
cacy of choice, In his youth ho studied late at night; but after- 
wards changed his hours, and rested in bed from nine to four in tho 
Bummer, and live in the winter. The course of his day was best 
known after he was blind. When he tirst rose, he heard a chapter 
in the Hebrew Bible, and theji studied till twelve, then took some 
exercise fof an hour ; then dined, then played on the organ, and 
sang, or heard another sing ; then studied to six; then entertained 
his visitors till eight ; then supped, and, after a pipe of tobacco and 
a ^ass of water, went to bed. 

»o is his life described : but this even teuour appears attainable 
only in colleges. He that lives in the world will soructimbs have 
the succession of his practice broken and c.oufu'^ed. Visitors, of 
whom Milton is represented to have had gr%it numbers, will come 
and stay uriseasonably ; business, of which e\%ry man has some, 
must be done when others will do it, • 

When he did not care to rise early, he had eomeilfing read to 
him by his bedside ; perhaps at this time his daughters were em- 
ployed, He composed much ia tho morning; and dictated in the 
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day, fdt^ oblii^uelj ili m «>lbow chair, with hifi leg ihroim otef 
the arm, 

FoHutle appears not to have had much of hi$ care. In the <sWi 
wars he lent hl» persoual erfcate to the Parliameht; but when, after 
the contest was decided, ho BoUcited repayment, he met not only 
with nealeefc, but sharp rebuke ; nndi navinc tdred both hiihaelf 
and his friends, was given up to poverty, and hopoto indignation, 
till,, he shewed how able he was to do gfeator semoc. wsA then 
made Latin secretary, with two himdrtid pounds a year, and had ^ 
thousand pounds for his &/ th& People. His widow, who, 

after his death, retired to in Cheshire, and died about 

17i59,# is said to have reported that ho lost two thousand pounds by 
entrusting it to a scri verier ; and' that, in the general depredation 
upon the Church, he had gi^iaped an ^tato of about sixty pounds 
a year, belonging to Westminster Abbey, which, like other sharers 
of the plunder m iebelliou, he was afterwards obliged to retitrn. 
Two thousand pounds, which he had placed in the Exciso oflioo, 
were also lost There is yet no rekson to believe that be was ever 
reduced to indigence. His wants, being few, wore competently 
BuppUed. He swd his library before his death, rind left Ws family 
fifteen hundred poanda, on Which his widow laid hold, and only 
gave one hundred to each of his daughters. 

His literature was untpiestionabiy great Ho read all the liui- 
guages which are considered either as learned or polite ; Hebrew, 
with its two dialects, Greek, Latin, Italian, French, and ftpanishi 
In Latin his «kiU wa-i ‘^uch aH plao(w him in the first rank of writers 
and critics; and ho appears to have cultivated ItaUan with uncom- 
mon diligence. Tlio books in which his daughter, who used bo read 
to him, represented him as most delighting, after Homer, which he 
could alm'>st repeat, were OvuTs Metamorphoses and Kuripides. 
His Euripides is, by Mr. Cradouk’s kindness, now in my hands ; the 
margin is sometimes noted ; but 1 havfi found nothing remarkable. 

0? the English poets ho set most value upon Spenser, SUakspeare, 
and Cowley. Spenser was apparently *bia favourite; Shakespeare 
he may easily be supposed to like, with every other skilful reader; 
but I should not have expected that Cowley, whoso ideas of ex* 
cellence were so different from his own, worild have bad much of 
his approbation. His character of Oryden, who Bomotimes visited 
him, was, that he wm a good rhymist, but no poet. 

His theolosjical v) pinions ate said to have been first Cal vi metical; 
and affcerwardi, perhaps when he began to |mte the Presbytririan^ 
to have tended towards Arminianisun In the mixed qaestiona of 
theology and govoriiment, he never thinks that he can recede fw* 
enough Crom popery, or prelacy; hut what Buidius says of Eras* 
nms “eems applicable him, kaJmit qimd fugerety guam guod 
seqtieret^r. lie bid Viofcerminwd rather what to condemn, than what 
to approve _He h is iiot associated him.self with any denomination 
of Protestanfa ; wo know rather what he w,is not, than what he 
was. He was not of the Church of Borne ; he was net of the 
Church of England. 
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To be of no Clmroh is dangerous. Bellgien, of irhioh the re* 
wards are distant, fnd wbicb is animated onij ^ Faith and 
will glide by. degrees ont of the mliid, nnl^ it be invigorated fhd 
reunpressed bj external ordinances, by stated caj^e to wondilp, an4 
the salutary influ^cee of es^ple. wio »pp^ to have 

had full conviction of the truth of Chris^a^ty, and to have re- 
garded the Holy- S^ptUfoS With the proftAudest vtolfutipUi tp 
have been natainted by any heretical jpeculi«b% 
hare lived in a conlftrified befitf of the ii»me<Sate and oc^eiud 
agency of Providence/ y^ grew old without any 'nsibl^ Worship. 
In the distribution of his hours, there was iio,b<mr bf either 
solitary or with his household i omitting pnbfie prayfers, ha omitled 
all . ' , " > 

Of this otnissioii the reason has been sought upon a inpposiRon 
which ought never to be ma^e, that men live with their owU ap- 
probation, and justify their Whduct io them^lves. Prayer cer- 
tainly waa not thouglit Buperasous by him, Who represents odr 
iirst parents as prayinjj; acgeptably la ilte staid of innocence^ and 
effiaciously after their fall That he^ lived withoiit prayer can bard* 
ly be affirmed ; his studies and medititions were aU habitual prayWr* 
The neglect of it in bis family wasjirobably a fault for which he 
condcaiined himselfi and whid^ he intended to that 

death, as too often happens, intercepted bis rerorm^tibh. 

His political notions were those of an acrimonious and surely 
republican, for which it is not hnown that he gave any better rea- 
son than that ^ a popular goA^emment wfis the moat frugal j , for the 
trappings of a monarchy would sot up an ordinary commonwealth.* 

It H surely a very -shallow policy that supposes money to be the 
chief good : and even this, without considering that the support 
and expence of a Court is for the part, oiily a particular kind of 
traflio, for which money is circulated, without any national im- 
poT^Tishmeut. 

Milton’s republicanism was, l am afinid, founded in an envious 
hatred of greatness, and a sullen desire of independence ; in petul- 
ance impatient of control, and pride, disdainful of snperfority. 
He haticd tuonarchs in the state, and prelates in the Church; for 
he bated all whom Ihj was required to obey. It is to be suspected, 
that- his predominant desire was to destroy rather than e.stablish, 
and that hc*felt not so much the Jove of liberty as repugnance to 
authority. 

It has been observed, that they who most loudly clamour for 
liberty, do not moat liberally grant it- What we know of Milton’s 
character, in domestic •relations, is, that he Was severe and arbi- 
trary. His family consisted of women ; and there ap]>eais in his 
books somethiiig like a Turkish contempt of females, as subordi- 
nate and inferior beings. That hU own daughters might not break 
the ranks, he suffered them to be depressed byea mean and penu- 
rious education. He thought women made only for obedience, and 
man only for rebellion. 
n ft 
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Of hifl family some account may bo expected. Ills sister, first 
nuirried toJrlr, VUlb|>fi, afterward.*^ niurried to Mr. A^ar, a friend^||^ 
ber first fiiisbiind, wbo siicceeded Mm in the cro^m-oflice. She had, 
by her husband, Jidmird and 4ohn, the, two nephews whom 
Milb&h 'educated ; and^ by Mr stcond, tw'o daughters. 

Ilifi brothel', Sir (’iiristoplior, had two daui^hters, Mary aild Ca- 
tharine ; aiid a son Tliomas, who sacieCeded A|far in the crown- 
office; anddeffc a (laughter living in 1740, in OroSrenorstreet, 

Milton had children only by Ins first wiio, Ann, Mary, and Tie- 
boralL Ann,' though deformed, mariied a master-builder/ and 
died of her first child. Mary died single. Deborah married Abra- 
liiiiu Clark, a weaver in 'Soitalficlds, and lived seventy six years, to 
Aumi^i. I7*i7. 

TiiU is the daughter of wbosn 'puMk tnenuon has been made. — 
»Slu' ouuid repeat th.' lines of Homer, the Metamorphoses, aiid 
some of Eiinpidcs, by having ofteu pad theiiu ' k'et * here incredu- 
lity is ready to make a stand Many rcuelirions are necessary to 
fix in the memory Hues not underelfvod,; u;id why bIiouM Af iiton 
wish or wfiut to hear them so often 1 Th(">c lines won* at the be- 
ginning ot the poems. Of a bo<»k written in n language not nador- 
Btoosl; the beginning rabos no nore attOiiiim thiin iUo end ; and 
m thor^; that uruieivtand it, know commonly the beginning boatt-its 
rehearsal w'ilt seld-un ba m-ceRHury. • It i< not likely that Milton, 
required aii}’' p'i^?a';e t o h'‘ *•'' lunoh reueuted us that Ui« daughter 
could le irri it ; nor' likely that he desired the iuitial Uji 0» to bo 
ruful zi all ; nor that the. daughter, rveary of the drudgery of 
jmoimuncitig v.nidtril eotmds, 'woiiKl voluntarily ooinmit them to 
memory. 

To this rentlcman Addison made a present, a!id pr(fmisud feomo 
establish uitiiii, but diodsovOTi idtov. tjueen Caroline scut her fifty 
guinoah. She Imd sev .n sons find three dmighters ; but none of 
them hiifl any ohikirc'ii, except In-r sen (.’aleb and lier daughter 
hii/ibrth. .C^alcb rwriit to Fort (h">rire i.i the K.ast fudie.y, attd 
bad two sons, of whom uotbin'r w nov. Vnown. KU/ubeth laarried 
Thom'is Foster, a weaver' in oeltrllmbP ; ond hrd sevon children, 
wdio all died. Sue kejit a grocot’s or ehoiidierV shop, hist at 
Ilollnwu.v, and .aftenrards in Cock lane, uonr Shoreditch t'hurch.”-- 
S]jo know little of h? r grarsUtather, ami that liltlo wa.^ not good,- - 
She tnld tiiein of hi?' harsUin't^* to his cl.aughtGrs, uiid Ms rcfusfd to 
haui them i’m;}iu in wHte; and. in oppositiou to other accounts, 
rej>rcsm)ted him as doUcate, thoiu'h temperate, in his diet, 

la 17;'^*, A^hl : , < 'o>,At3 wufe p^cd for her benefit. 8h© had so 
little acqustintaiicc nith divtu'i^io!i or gaiet/, that fiJbe did not know 
what ir.tcndv’il l iica a benefit whs ofihred her. The profits of 
tbo u'ghi w{ ro .;a\v one liundrcd .lud rhiryr pounds, though Doctor 
tiroKght a r-utribntion ; and twenty pounds w'cre 
given by Tnn v/T), ^ mtm wiio i.^ to be praisod often he is 
named. <k* tWs smu one bimdrcd pounds wT,re placed in the 
stocks, tome debate between bar and her husband Ui whobc 
iiume it should )^c entered ; and the rc4 augmented their little 
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stock, with which they removed to Islington. This was the greatest 
bettetactiou that Pa^radm Loit ever procured the author’s deecej^d- 
mi&i and to this he, who has now attempted to relate his life, has 
the honour of oontrihuting a prologue* 

In tho examination of Milton’s poetical i^orks, I shall pay so 
much regard to time, as to begin with hJa juvenile productienm. — 
For his early pieoes he seems to have had a degree of fondness not 
very laudable; what he has once written he resolv^ to presem, 
and gives to the public an unhiiished poem, which he broke , olT be* 
eauBO he was 7L&ikmg sati^d with ^lai h& had dom-, (tnppodng his 
readers less nice than himself. These preludes to his future labours 
are in Italian, Latin, and Endiah.r; Of theltaliari 4 pro* 

tend to speak as a critic; but f have heard them commended by a 
man well qnalifuid to dccido their merit. The 'Latin piecet are 
Jusciously elegant ; but the delight which they afford is rather by 
the exquisite Imitation of the aiLcknt writers, by the purity of the 
diction, and the harmony of*th^ numbers, than by any power of 
invention, or vigour of Bontimeat, They are* not all of equal 
value ; the elegies e)fccl*the qdtss ; and BOme of the exj!?rcises on 
tlunpowder trea$t)D might have been spared. 

The Eijglish poemi?, though they make no promises of I'araim 
Zmif have this evidcTujc of genius, that they nave a cfist origin&I 
and unborfowed. Hut their peculiarity is not excellence ; if they 
differ fi\>m the verses of others, they differ for the worse ; for they 
are too often difitinguishcd by repulsive harshness; tne combina- 
tions of words are new, but they are not plcaj^ug ; the rhymes and 
epithets scorn to be laboriously sought, and violently applied. 

That in the early part of his life he wrote with much we, ap- 
pears from his mauusoripts, h.appily preserved at Cambridge, m 
which many ol his smaller works were found a« they were first 
written, with the subsequent corrections. Huch relics show how 
qxvelJonce i» acquired : what wc Impc ever to do with ease, w'e must 
learn first to do with diligence- ^ 

Those wdu) admire the beauties of this great poet eometimes force 
their ow n judgment into faJ&^* approbation of Insiirittle pieces, and 
prevail upon themselveti Iq tnink that admirable which is only sin- 
gular. All thul abort compositions ciiri commonly attain is neat- 
ness and elegance. Milton never learned tho art of doing little 
thing-i witk grace; ho overlooked tho milder excellence of suavity 
and softness; he w^a» a (ion that had no skilUn ditndliug the lid. 
One of the pooins in which much praise has been best o^ved is Ly- 
cidas; of wiiich the diction is harsh, the rhymes iincortain, and 
the numbej-e nnphjasing. What beauty there is we must thercroro 
seek in tho eontiuieats and iioagtis. It n<d to be ccmsidcrcil aa 
tho effusion of real passion ; for ]tas^ion runs rot of ter lonioto ullu* 
sious and obscure opinions. Passion p>luoks no benios from the 
myrtle and ivy, nor calls upon Arcthuse amf l^j^eicius, nor tells of 
rough satyrs'* and “ fauns with cloven hed/’ ^ Where there is lei' 
sure for fiction there is little grief. * 

In this poem thoro is no nature, for there in no truth ; there ia no 
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art, for there ie nothing? new. Ita form is that of A pastoral ; ea^, 
vulgar, and therefore disguating ; whatever images it can supply 
are long Ago exhausted ; and its inherent improbability always 
fbrpei^ dut^^ion on the mind. When Otm'ley tells „of Ilorvey that 
they studied together^ it is Oasy to anppose how much ho must miss 
the eompahion of hia labours, ^nd the partner of hht dlscoveriefif ; 
bttt what image of tenderness oAn he excited by these lines ? 

We drove tnd both topethor ho»rd 

What time tJw jrrev fly wind«* bet sultry bo+ti. 

Battening our Books with the breeti dews of night. 

We know fJiat they never drove a field, and that they had no flocks 
to batten ; and though it ho allowed that the representation may 
be allegorical, the true meaning is so uncertain and remote, that it 
is never sought, because it natmot be known when it i« found. 

Among the flocks, atid copses, and^floworH, appear the Heathen 
deities: Jove and tTeptune and jI^oIus, with aioixg train 

of mythological imagery, such as A collcge.pasj[l.y supplies. JlTething 
can leas diaplny knowledge, or le^is exercise invention, than to teS 
how a shepherd had lo»t .his companion, and must now feed hia 
flocks alone, without any judge of his skill in piping ; and how one 
god ftska another god what is btoome of Lycidas, and how neither 
god can tell. He who thus griev()s will excite no sympathy ; he 
who thus praises will omtfer no honour. 

This poem has yet- a gro.-i^r fault. . With these trifling fictions 
&ic mingled the most awful and sacred trvUha, such as ought never 
to be polluted with Ruch irreverend ctjmbiaitions. The shepherd 
likewise is now a feeder of sheep, mid afterwards an ecclesiastical 
pastor, a stiperiuteiideut of a Christian flock., Snob equivocatLons 
are alw^av-*^ unskiUul ; Hut beie they are, indecent, and at least ap- 
proach to l apiety, of w'hich, however, I boUevc the writer not to 
have been conaciou*. 

Such ia th«>f>ower of reputation justly acquired, that its blaxe 
drives away theAjve from nice examinathm. Purely no man could 
have fancied tha* ho read ** LYcidae'’..witb pleasure, had he not 
known tho author. 

Of the two pieces, *'L' Allegro* and ‘*11 Penseraso,” I believe, 
opinion ig nnifonn ; every man that reads them, reads them with 
pleasure. The author’-, design is not, what Theobald ha^ remarked, 
merely to show how objects derive their colours from the mind, by 
representing the operation «f the same things upon the gay and, the 
melancholy temper, or upon the same man aa ho is differently dis- 
posed ; but rather liow, among the succofts^ive variety af appear^ 
aucet*. evoiy dispoAitioii of mind takes hold on those which may be 
grill i hod. 

Tho ‘choerful’ man its tho lark in tho morning; the ‘pen- 
sive* man hoirr] thu nightingale in the evening. The ‘oheerfnr 
man seas the cock strut, and hears the horn and hounds 
echo in thd^wood ; then walks, not unseen,” to view the glory 
of the rising sun, or listen to the singing milk-maid^ and view 
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the labottra the ploughman and the mower ; then eaatu his ejes 
about him over scenes of Smiling plenty, and loohs up to the dietSBiit 
tower, the resideiKje Of some fhir inhabitant j thus he promes 
gaiety through a of laboOt or of play> ahd delights hteolf it; 
ni^t with the fanornit hafrativeS of sapefstitiOtie ignorance. 

The "pensivtf* man, at One tinte, walks ^^unstfen/' to muee at 
midnight, and at another beam the sullen curfew. If the weather 
drives him home, he sits in a room lighted only by ^‘glowing em* 
bars i*' or by a lonely lamp outwStohS the north star, to discover 
the habitation of separate souls, a:^ varies the shadoof medita- 
tion, contemplating the magnideent or pathetic scen^ of tra||^o 
and epic poetry. When the morning comes, a morhing gloomy with 
rain and wind, ho walks into the dark trackless woO&, Ihlls askeep 
by some murmuring water, and with melancholy ehthusiasm ex- 
pects some dream of prognostication, and Some murio played by 
aerial perfotmera. \ 

Both Mirth and Melancholy are solitary, silent inhabitants of the, 
breast, that neither reosivf nor transmit communication ; no men-" 
tion is therefore made of a philosophical friend, or a pleasant com- 
panion. The seriousTiesB does not arise from any participation of 
calamity, nor the gaiety from the pleasures of ihehptt^e. 

The man of cheerfulness’' haring exhausted the country, tries 
what *♦ towered cities” will afford, and mingles with scenes of 
splendour, gay assemblies, and nuptial festivities ; but h<' mingles a 
mere spectator, as when the learned comediei ol Jonson, or the 
wild dramas of Shakespeare are exhibited, he attends the theatre. 

The pensive” man never loses himself in crowds, but walks 
the cloister, or frequents the cathednil. Milton probably had not 
yet forsaken the church. 

Both his characters delight in music; but he seems to think 
that cheerful notes would never have obtained from Tluto a 
complete dismission of Eurydico^ of whom solemn sounds only pro- 
cured a conditional release. 

For the old age of Cheerfalness he makes no prqyirion, but Me- 
lancholy he eouducts with great dignity to the close -of life. His 
Cheerfulness is without levity, and his Pensiveness without 
asperity. 

Through these two poems the images are properly selected, and 
nicely distin|uish«d ; but the colours of the diction seem not suffi- 
ciently discriminated. 1 know not whether the characters are kept 
sufficiently apart. Ko mirth can, indehd, be found in his melan- 
choly ; but 1 am afraid that I always meet Some melancholy in hii 
mirth. Th^ are two noble efforts of imagination. 

The greatest of his juvenile |>erformaiices is the ** iMask of Co- 
mus,” III which may very plainly be discovered the dawn or twi- 
light of ^'Paradise Lost.” Milton appears have formed very 
early that system of diction, and mode of verse, ^^ch his maturer 
judgment approved, and from which he never endearvou^^ nor de- 
sired to deviate. 

Nor does " Comufi” afford only a specimen of his language I it ex- 
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hibiti? likewise bis power ©f doacription and vigour of sentiment 
employed in the praiae and defence of virtue. A work nioro truly 
poetioal la 1^% found ; alluaious. images, and descriptive epithets 
©ittbelli^ idmost every period with lavish decoration. As a series 
of therefore, it may be conaidcred as worthy of all the admi- 
ration with w^hich the votaries have received if- 

As a drama it is deficieui The action is not probable. A 
Masque, in those pares where aiTpematuraJ invention is admitted, 
.must indeed be given up to fdl the freaks of imaginatioti, but, so 
far as the aotiion is merely human* it ought to be reasonable ; which 
can hardly be said of the conduct of the two brothers, who, ivhen 
their sisi^ sinks with fatigue in a pathless wilderness, wander hotli 
'aws^^ together in search of berrios too far to find their way bank, 
and leave a helpless lady to *di the sadnose and danger of solitude. 
T^is, however, w a defect , overbalanced )}y its convcuience. 

What dofflervoa more reptohenaion Ja, that the prologue ftpoken in 
the wild wood by atkmlant {spirit is addressed to the audience, 
a mode of connuuni cation so mntrary tjjo ttSiture of dmmatic 
representation, tliat no precedents can support it. 

The discoui'isenftbo spirit is too long ; an objection that may be 
made to almost* all the following pfwicchcB; they ha\'e jiot the 
sprightlinoss of a dialogue nnimiited by retiprocal cont ention, but 
seem rather declarations delib«rate!y composed* Jormally re* 
peated, or a moral que^ilion. The auditor therefore listens at* to a 
lecture, without pasuon, witb(>ut anxiety. 

The song of Comus has airine)?s and jollity; but w^bat mayro* 
oommond MUten's morals as well as his poetry, the invitations to 
pleasure are so general, that they exoit© no dhtim’t; LniagC!^ of cor- 
rupt enjoyment, and tal'C no dangerous^ hold on the fancy. 

The following soUlotpues of ConurBand tho Lady are elegant,, but 
tedious. The song must ow'e much to the voice if it evijr can de- 
light, At last the Brothers cuter, with t«>o muoli tranquillity ; 
and, when they had feared their Ut should bo in danger, and 
hoped that she i« not ir\ danger, .the Eider u speech in praise 
of chastity, a»d the Vdungk-r finds bow line it is to be ft philo- 
gophor. 

Then descends the Spirit in form of a ^shepherd, and the Brother, 
instead of being in ha«fco to ask hn help, pniiscs his Binging, and 
inquires his business in that place, lti« remarkable, *that at this 
interview the Spirit is taken with a short fit of rhyming. The 
Spirit rclalcH that the Lady ig in the pov or oi’ Comus ; the Brotlior 
moralises again ; and the Spirit niake^j a hmg namiiion, of no use 
because it is faUc, and therefore nnsuitablt^ to a good Being. 

In all these pur*s tin* language is poetical, and the sentiments 
are c“cneri)us ; but there is Bono'thing wanting to all are iittontiom 

Tlit* dispnl'* bctvvcgn the Lady ajjd Oomna is the most aninmted 
and affeoiiiigsceiA of tin, diaina, and wanta nothing but ft brhker 
reciprocs^rion ol? objcciioas and replies to invite attimtiou and de- 
tain it. ^ 
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Tlift son^ys m vi^yoms and full of ima^y j but they are hsn^ 
in thtiir diction, and not veiy mnsical in their numbew^. 
Throughout the whole, the figures are too hold, tbaJanga^ 

too lusturiant for dialogue; It is a drama iu 'the ^Ic ety}e> xnei^ 
gantly splendid, and tediouftly instrnofiiim 
The “ Sonnotij” were written in ddfihfexit parts of Milton’S life^ 
upon difforeht oocaslona/ They daseHe not amy. pa^tienlar criti- 
cism ; for of the host it can -only he said, that they are not bad; 
and perhaps only the eighth and the twentyrhrB^ are truly? entitled 
to this slender coniuiendationf' The torio of a sonnet^ however 
adapted td tlie Italian language, has never succeeded in nui^s, which 
ha>^ng greater variety of termination, requires the rhymes to be 
eften changed. ’ 0 

Th(»se littk; piece^j may be dispatched with* much anxiety ; a 
greater work rallji for greater i-nre. ’ I am ''now to examine ‘'Para- 
dise JiOtd,/' a poeBf, which co]|j^ddcred with reject to design, may 
claim the fiNt place, v^inl xvith respect to perli>^ance, the second, 
among t)ie pw^dnetioni of ^he human niind, 

IJy the geuerat ooir^cut of critios, the first praise of genius is due 
to tho writer of-^an epic poem, as it requires an assemblage of all 
the powers which are singly sufficient for other compositions. 
Poetry is the art of tiuitiug jd'^n-ure with truth; by calling Imagi- 
nation to the help of reason. Ppk poetry imdortahes to teach the 
most imporfcaut tnUhsby the most pleasing precepts, air’ thercfhro 
relat<.is Home great event in the moat afieeting manner. History 
must supply the writer with the rudiments of narration, which he 
must improve and exalt by a ncbicrart, mu.st animate by dramatic 
energy, and diversify by retrospection and anticipation ; morality 
miisi teach bim the exact hounds, and dilferent shades, of vice and 
virtue; from policy, and the practice of life, ho has to learn tho 
discriminations of ehanvetor, ami the tendency -of the passions, either 
eiuglo or combined ; itTid ]ihysiology must supply him with illustra- 
tions and iniHgoH. To put theso materials to poetical use, is re- 
quired an imagination capable of painting nature, and realixing 
fiction, is Im yet a poeutill be has attained the.wWe exten- 
sion of hiH language, distingukh.ed all the delicacies of phrase, and 
the colours of wor<K, aiid learned -to adjust their dififereut sounds to 
all tlio va^ietio*^ and metrical modulation- 
iioHsu is of opinion, that the poot*K first work is to find a moral, 
which hl't fable is afterwards tt> illustrate and establish. This 
seems to have been the process only of Milton ; the moral of other 
poems is incidental and oonsequeat; in Milton’s only it is essential 
and instriusic. His pufposo was the most useful and the most ar- 
tluoug; to rin^dioofe the 'ft/ay*' of God to iiitni ; to shew tho reasonable- 
ncHs of religion, iind the necessity of obedience to the Divine Law. 

To convey this moral, there mivst be ikfahli, a nurration artfully 
constructed, so as to excite curiosity, and surpri^fe expectation. I» 
this part of his work, Hilton must bo confessed te ha^^e(lua^ed 
every other poet. Ho has involved in his account of tne Fall of 
Man the events which preceded, and those that were to follow it ; 
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Ii6 hM intomom the whole fiygtem of theology with etich pro* 
pri©ty» tb^kt part appears to be itecmary j awi eowooly any 
eahe of^mckening the progs^ of 

the<inai&'Hnlhit«K > 

iSw iMdIijeet ofajo ^pk pow le naturally an event of jgreet impor- 
tatKoe< 'rhfkt of MiIto%ia not tjl)p 4eetr^ifi^il of a city, the eonahct 
of it iialony, Or the fouuftation ^f an empim Jlii aubjeot is ^e 
of worhISf tbc re vo!atibn» of Heaven au^ Earth ; rebellion, agaiaat 
Ihnanf 1*019^0 King, raised by 1^ highest ordeir of created beings) 
the oterj^otr of their host, bnd the pauiehment of their cHme ; 
^e creaMon of a new race of reasonable (ireaturos i their original 
hai^eaeand innoeeuee, their f<nri^iture and and their 

retic’^tion to hope and pcBUe. , wf, , .L 
^at events can be hlistenedibr litgil^ed only by perabus of ele* 
va^ dignity. Before the i^datnces displayed in Milton's poem, 
allothpr greattiye^jtoiiJl^ away. ^Ifhe weakest of hi» agents are 
the highest and nol|«st Of haiUfa befngSi^ the orifi^al patents of 
mankind ; with who^ sictlaas the elet^Utih consented; on whose 
rectitude, or dcvial(|da of depend^ jthe state of terrestrial na* 
tttre, and thb conditton of all the future inhai)i teals of the globe. 

Of the o^er ag^ts in tho pt>ei», the chief are such as it is ir- 
reverence to the name on slight occasions* The rest were low^ 
powffltej 

.A., .of ^{oh the least fconlA wield 

TboJM* elements, and arm him with tfte fewe 
' “ Of all tlicir *j?gic»mi : , ' '<{ 

powera, which only ihe control of Omnlpotwioe restralua firom lay'* 
ing creation waste, and filling the mt expatiae of space with rum 
and coTifiisibn. To display the motives %nd actions of beings thus 
superior, «o far as human reoijon can examine them, or human im- 
agination repreaeut inem, is the task which this mighty poet has 
undertaken and performed 

In the examination of epic poeuis much speculatiori is commonly 
employed upon the rharenitm- TiU cfearacterik in the Parmlhf L^iU 
which admit of examination, thpse of angels and of man ; of 
angels good and evil ; pf moxi lu his innocent and sinful state. 

Among jlhe angels, the vlrtuh Raphael id mild ami placid^ of 
easy condesceusiofi and itm comm^hioatioii ; that of Michael is 
regal and lofty, and, aS may seem, attentive to the dignity of hfe 
own nature. Abuiid and Gabriel appear occasionally, and act as 
eveiy incident requires ; the solitary fidelity of Abdiel is , very 
amiably painted. ^ , 

Of the evil angels the characters are more diversified. To Satan, 
as ilddison observes, such sentiments are given as suit the m^at <?**> 
alted and most deprived Milton has been censured by 

Clarke*, for the ‘impiety which eometimes brealm from Satan’s 
mouth; to there are thoughts, as he justly remarks, which no ol*- 
serration m character can justify, because no good man would wib 
* Aafiior of the Bsiay on fifiidf* 
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lingly p«mit iiusm to hotreVet imdmtlyt tbtOQgb tiio mk 
mind to mtdto Satan spoai: as a fsobel^ ivi<^nt ini|r 
axproasiong as might iaint the mder’s itoaginaiaoi^ M li^ed on# 
of the ^eat MUWa nnSeiii&ingTaAid I danaait bnt 

think &at ^e has ibiir^^tedAimself^th lmppiii«ifl« ^ 

is in' Satan’s speoehes^mtle that''iiaii''|^^ pm ;|0'4'‘poiit 'dit. "tho 
languaito of tehelHon oannot ho the A,bK# nvith that Of ohedieiiee. 
The ma!ignit)r of SaUh foams in iM ohptina^ ^hat 

his Qxpreftsioni are oohiimtnij'feh 0^ 

than as they are wicked. ■' .. : .. ‘C'‘'"4'-i?''''''' 

The other c-hiefli of the oolMaol metitott ^ 
diBcrimlnaied in the drst and eeoemd ho6%; la^d^ 
character of Moloch appears^ both k 4he 'bittliii:|^ ^eotm^ 
with esiact coaaistency. ' ''^•' vy ^ 

To Adam and to Btm are s^en^: dnainS 
sentlmenta le^ innoe^oe can jj^erat# aeid nlter.^yTheir lorlii ia pul# 
benevolence and mutiial l^naratiun^i i#|iaahi az# witnoitt 
luxury, and their diligOhce Wittout #0^. Their addresses to their 
Maker have Utile more than the Voioe of ad0|ta^<fin |^d crati* 
tude. Fruition lefs thhrn nothit^ to;aaki und mahenoe left^mn 
nothing to fear. ' '' ‘ ‘ ■''■" ' 'v 

But with guilt enter distrust and discord, mutual accusation, and 
stubborn self defence; they regard each other with aUena^zoihm^ 
and dread their Creator as the avep^y.pf their tri|USgreiiio]|» At 
last they seek sheliil in his mcfcy^ softer^ to repentance^ awmclt 
in supplication. Both bethre and after the f alb Idle auperiority of 
Adam is diligently StlstalnCdi 

Of the prohin^He And the vmrkthiis, two of h vulgar epic 
poem, which immeVgO the Wile in de^ c^pM^rhlUon, tUt ^ara* 
disc Lo$f. requires little to be said, Jt ooUth^ IhO nhrtory of a 
miracle, of Creation and Bedeiupiloh j it displays Ihb ‘power and 
the mercy of the Supreme Beihg ; the probable, thatufore, ia mat- 
Tcllous, and the marvellous is probable^ The substi^i^ bl the har^ 
rative is truth ; and, u tVuth aRows nb bhdlbe, tt i% -|^e h^dehdty^ 
superior to rule. To the accidental or adventItibUB patta, as to 
every thing human, some slight eKoet^tihns lUay b# made ; but the 
main fabric is jimmoveably suppoi^ed, ^ 

It is justly remarked by AduiSon, that this poem has, by the na- 
ture of its subject, the auvautage above all others, that it k uni^ 
versally and perpetually interesting. All mankind will, through ^ 
ages, bear the same relati^p to Adam and to Bva, and must par- 
take of that good and evil which extend to themselves. 

Of the Muchitiefyt «o called from a Greek word, signifying the 
occasional interposition of supernatural power, another fertile 
topic of critical remarks, here is no room to speak, because every 
thing is done under the immediate and visible dir^tion of Heaven; 
but the rule is so far observed, that no part of the ac^n ogald have 
been accomplished by any other means. 

Of epuodut 1 think there are only two, contained in Kaphaolh 
relation of the war in Heaven, and Miohael's prophetic account 
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of in tliis votM. Both m doBoly cinmocted 

mth tl^e ftokcm. ; was nocesSary to Adam as a warning, t)io 

; ?fo the coBipioto^aefis 01 * mie^nif of the design noihiiig oan )jo oh- 
jodted; '4t Ixas distinctly and ojeitfly wlnit Amtotle 3?e<jtiirea, a bo- 
^nnlhg, a middle^ and an end. Tl»Oto ijs j)orHa|>f! no poem, of t^e 
name kugtli, £Jrom whipli so Uttle can be t^n without apparent 
JEantiktion. Here afo hb fnneral games^ mt is ihoro any bug de* 
soripi^n? pf A shield, ilfhe short digressions at the beginning of the 
third, iWfvontji, and tdntb-^ might donl^rtbss be Birred j but 
80 boatitiful, who would taVe awayl or who docs not 
that the author of the /4M hed gmtified succeeding ages with 
a little knowledge of himaeif?/ Berhaps no paBsages are more ,fre^ 
fluently or hioi^ extrinsic paragraphs; 

ahd. .»tncethe dnd^^i^try is plearire, that cannot be uupoetical 
witn which all Are pleased 

The questions, whether the action of- the poem be strictly 
whether tike poem can^be properly temed A«rt»tc, and who is the 
hero, M*o raised bj^aueb readers as draw their principles oi* judg- 
ment rather frdm books than itoin reason, l^ilton, though he in- 
tituled Paretdiic Lo»t only a (nUfi it himself ^t)oic mitf* 

Dryden petulantly and indecently denies the heroifrm of Adam, bo« 
(»kUSO he was overcome ; but there Is no reason why the hero should 
not be unfortunate, except established praotk^^nco suece&B and 
virtue do not go neeeasttrlly together. Cato k d|b hero of bucan ; 
but Liueftn's authority will not be suftVrod by Quintilian to decide. 
However, if eucces bo necessary, Adam's deceiver was at lost 
cursed : Adam wjua I’OBtored to hk Maker’s j&m>ur> and therefore 
may ftoeurely resume bS» human mnln ‘ 

After the scheme and fabric of the poeu^ must be coi*Riderod its 
component parts, the nentimonts and the dktimu 
The sfniwnU as expressive uf maunoTs or appropriated to cha- 
racters, are, for the greater part, unexoeptiouably just. 

Splendid passages, c<mtainini|, lessons of morality, or precepts of 
prudence, occur seldom^ Such is the original formation of this 
poem, that, u it admits no human manners till the Fall, it can give 
little UBsistauce to human wmduct^ it« end is to raise^the ihoughta 
above sublunaty cares or pleasures. Yet the praise of that forti- 
tude, with which Abdiel maintained hid aingularity oi virtue 
against the soorn of multitudes, may be occoinm^atod to all times; 
and Itapbael’s reproof of Adam’s curiosity after the planetary mo- 
tions, with the answer returuod by Adam, may be contidentiy op- 
posed to any rule of Ufo which any poet has delivered. 

The thoughts which are occasionally called forth in the progress, 
are such as could onily be produced by an imagination in the high- 
est degree fervid^hnd active, to which materials were jsupplied by 
inoessaii^^fitudy and unlinjited curiosity. The heat of Milton ’b 
mind may he said to sublimate his learning, to throw off into his 
work the spirit of science, unmingled with m grosser parts, 
lie had considered creation in its whole extent; and his deserip- 
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tions are ther^foi;^ learned. Ee bad acomtomed %k tb 

unreaitalned iodul^eticc, and ootice^tleB# iborelbtn if ete exteu- 
Bive. The obaraoieriijtic qn^ty nf his pow Ib, .Ee 

aqmeiimefi deBbenda.io; tha etegant, bui/hie the great. He 

can oocaainnuDy uivti^ himaelf with su&ee ; but JiiE^ne^ural port Is 
loftiness. He «tn please wS«n pleasure is 1 >eqnired ^^5 but 
^ It jfl bis peculiar power tu astouiBk, ; , / 

, He seeniB to hare been ' well acque^ted bwu geni^ and 

to know what it Wj» that Kature had tofcoiwm more 
bountifully than upon others; the power of dtsplayinf vast, 
illumiaating the splendid, enfomng the 

gloomy, ana aggravatiftg'th© dread^id ; he therefore chpw a sublet 
on which too huuih could tiofr be^Sald, on wmb he iuii|ht tire his 
fancy without the ceiisuro of ontrarhgan'ee. ^ * 

The appeamoes of joatnre, md ihe oectfrrSiees of ^d not 
eatiato his appetite for greatness. To paint things as thet are, Te.> 
quires a minute a tteiition/tand employs the memory ratW than 
the fancy. MHtOn's Mght was to spblt hs 4^ roffions of 
possibility ; reality was a scene too nasrow for his ijttind He sent 
his faculties out upon discovery, in^nvorldS firhewi' only imaglna* 
tlon can travel, and delighted tq form new modes of existence, and 
furnish aentimeut and hetion to superior beings, to trace the ooun* 
flels of Hell, or accompany the choirs of Heaven. 

But h© could not be ^ways in other worlds ; he must sometiinos 
revisit earth, and t»ll of’ things visible and known. When he can- 
not raise wonder by the sublimity of his kind, he gms deUght by 
its fertility. >- ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ a ' . 

Whatever he his subject^ ho never f&Us to, the imagination. 
But his images and des^iptions of the BoeiieS or ^raiiosts of Na- 
ture donotaoem to be always copied fpok oli^al fork? nor to 
have the freshcas, raCiness, axi^ energy, of ifomediate observation. 
Ho saw Nature, as Hrydeu exprmes, t/ie apectaclei 

looh ; and on most occaKi.ms calk learning tp ms ksi4*mce. The 
garden of Bden brings to hismind tho ' vale cit M^no^, where Pro- 
serpine was gathering llowersC , Satan makes his way through 
fighting elemeuts, like .Irf/f# between the C^mmn rocks ; or (Jlyams 
bfitwoon fclie^fcwo Ckilmn, whirlpopk, when he- shmmed CkaTijhda 
on tJie larboard. The mytliolokcal allusions have been justly oen* 
Eured, a:> not being ahva^ys used with notice of their vanity ; but 
they contribute variety to the narration, and produce an alternate 
cxorciae of the memory jnd the fancy. 

His Kimilies are less numerous aud more various, than those of his 
predecessors. But he duos not confine himself within the limils of 
rigorous comparison : his groat mccelleuce is amplitude ; and he 
expands the adventitious image beyond the dimensions which the 
occasion required. Thus comparing the shield o? Satan to the orb 
of the iSiloon, ho crowds the imj^uatioa with tho disco^y of the 
telescope, and all the wonders which the telescope distjovers. 

Of his moral sontimeuts it is hardly praise to (UlSiriu that they e&* 
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ofA tbM of idU tAim po6tt ; for M& bd wbs Webted id 

bbl idtb the flao]i::od writings. n»lo(eiii;0|4o 

wnat^ thV%bt of Eevolaiion, w^to rory unskilfal of 

priiadj^al oharaoters may be ^roat, but they 
aii|£^ The Raider tIso from tWr fr^ht, a 
aotive or pafnaite fortitude, i^ jibm^lmOB of 
but, bo sfill be able to carry away few preceptii of jiv»tl00| ^d inm 
of 

from Italto ^ters it appears, that the ad^niages of oreu 
Chriatiau knowledge may be poi^^d in vaim iriostt^Jl 
is gm^erally knowal and, ihongh tne JDelhcra^i^ efJerin^atm may 
bo dbnuidered as a sac^d subjeot, the poet has boon very fipartng of 
moroV instruction. 

In Milton «ve)^ linfbTeathea a^c^ of thought, and puyity of 
ihannori^.e«0^pt:4^^ the tiariiption requhrea tlkO ih* 

trod\ie®ih,,of thd fubellioua spirits ; and even they arc cdmpmlod to 
iwhaowledge thob? ^bjflierin^ to Opd, in Auok a manner aa e$cite» 
roTeren<»,,attd ohn^mB . 

Of human >beb!^,fhere kre tmt two; btit’ihpae two ate iM pi^ 
repta oSf miftWnd, venerable bs«ioro their fall for mi^lty ahd inho* 
oence, and anilabie after |lt ihr yipantance and aubmijaiiiou. In the 
first state their afihetion is tender without w«akneBa« and iheii 
piety sublime without presdmption. Wheh they hate rinned, they 
shew how discord begins ip mutual frailty, and how it ought to 
oease in mutual forWms^ j hOw boufidenw of the divine favour 
i« forfeited by sin, and„hpy! hope of pardon may be obtained by 
penitence and piuyer. , ^ a^ of innocence ife ean .only ooueelv^ 
k indeed, in, oftr pi^aeht naisery, it be possiMb to oOnceive It ; but 
the sentiments and wonihii) prop^ to afalQ^ and offending Being, 
we have all to leam,.aa wohaye all to practise. 

The poet, whatever V done, is always groa^/ , ,0ur progenitors in 
their first state cohyeraed with anj^hi; oven when folly and sin had 
degraded them,. they had fiat, in th^k humiliation mri qfmsau 
smorjt ; and they^so again lo rey^fential regm, when we find 
that their prayfjrs were heard. 

A$ human passions did not entei^ the world before the Fall, there 
is in the Parddi^e Lo)it little, opportunity for the pathetic; but 
what little thei^ls has not been l^l. Thai paniion which is psou* 
liair to rational nature, the, .anguish arising from the consciousness 
of transgression, and the horrors atteridihg the sense of the Divine 
displeasure,, are very 30*^% described and forcibly impressed. . But 
the passions are moved wily on one occaHio,n; sublimity is the 
general and prevailing qiiaiity of this poem ; sublimity variously 
modified, sometimes descriptive, sometimes argumentative. 

The defects and faults of Pamdiu Lmt, for faults and defects 
every work of maiFmust have, it is the business of impartial eriti- 
oism io # poorer. As, in displaying the oaoellenee of Milton, 1 
have not made loiig quotations, because of selecting beauties there 
had been no end, T shall in the same general umm: mention that 





weuMi to 4owryd oomnre ; for wM* im toe 

M Ifiltoii, dltriiiiiidh in fsome 4egte^ w ^&diw: of otor oo«»trf1 
, Tlie ge!0t|'4ity of ¥7 kl^eme ^does not tliit fro^uoOt!iic^ 
Bentley/ lieMr' 

In P^ii7i bea often no soiiltlmee 

Mdli'lnexn, Wbto no Ihiputed to tbe' obta^^one of a 
iwiirtb tbe nntbOr'e blindneiia eblifiedliim io ei^pto 
tto ground^, if he theughi it true ; and vilo 
!f,^ it l» eaid, fy in private! allowed It to be f^lae; 

; plan of J^aradise Lost, h»$ thvj Inoehyhiiieaee, tbii it o(wn- 
pfrfs^ift nMtber bninii^ action* ndv hn^ab ihann«ii> 

YTolnab irbo act tdid atb in A etatd tybieh Pe otli^r ndii or 
woipan can over icnow. The yeadet fiadano traniAciipn in yrbi^ 
he oait bo eiagaged,; mold* tid%bdlfe% in 'toto to by i^y 
effort bf 'iniagination 'pkce hiiRseif j. bittlo^nAtt^ 

We afl. indeed/ foef thi elTeotB of Adam^ ; %e All 

ain like Adam, and lifee bipti mi^t all bewaliK onr tonodej wo have 
rOAtlera ati^d ir<aidiods ^nen^tea ib ibe Men atola; and ba ibe 
bltoo epint* We favO jguardlana abd Iriebda; iS^be ^edtop^bn 
of mankmd we hope to jte inoIndedY e^d M'iiJe def^iption of 

J teaveh and Hell we are mirely 'idlertod, m we are all to r^de 
breafter either in the ro^ona of kbrjfpy bf of bliaa. ^ ‘ 

Bnt theee truths are too iinpt^ant to *bA nibw ; they have been 
tangbt to our infancy } th^cy mingled ’with o«tr totary 
thought* and fanipi^ oonyematione, and arO toitnally interwoven 
With the wholb toture of HfO, Being therefhrO not new, they 
raise no tmaco^bWmed emotion in the mind j what we know before^ 
we chnnot learn } what fi not nnixpeoted cannot gnrpjri^e. 

Of the ideaa enggesto by these Awful eoemee, from eomO we 
recede with reveteneo^ edtdept when stat^ houm require their 
aeedoiation } and irom others we toto withrhorror» or Admit them 
only a« military indictions, ye ioOnntdrp®!*®* ottr intereet* to 
passiona, Such images ra&er obstruct the career of ianoy ton 
incite it. . 

Pleasure and terror are indeed the ^niiine aonroea of poetry; 
but poeticahpletore must be ench aa human ixha^nation can at 
least conceive ; and poetical terror" such As hunto strength and 
fortitude may combat, ^h^^ good and evU bf Fifcemlty are too 
onderou* for the win^ of wit / the mind sinks under in paaeive 
elplesane*?, bontent with calhiltelief and humble adoration, 
itaowu truthB^ hbWever, may take a different appearance, and bo 
conveyed to the mind by a hew train of intermediate images, 
*rhiii Milton has undertaken;* and peiformfed with pre^ancy and 
ymour of m^d peculiar to himself Wholve^considers the few 
radical positions which the Scriptures afforded will wonder 
by what energetic operation he expanded them to such «;>i^ent,*and 
ra^iiffed them to 10 much variety, restrained as he was by religioua 
leverence firom Uoentlbuaneaa and fiotion. 
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Here is a fuU display united force of etucly and genius ; of a gteat 
accumulation of materials, with judgment to digest,- and Ihncy to 
cOmMne them : Milton was able to select from nuture, or Jfrom 
atoiy, from ancient fable, or from modem scionce, whateVet could 
or adorn his thoughts. A u accumulation of kUo trlOdge im^ 
pnaghated lus mind, fermented by study, and exalted by imagination. 

It has been therefore said, without an iudereut hyperbole, by 
one of his encomiasts, that in reading Puradist £, 9 St we read a 
book of maivcrsal knowledge. ' 

But original deficiency cannot be supplied. The want of human 
interest is always felt. ParoJac Los^ is ono of the books which 
the^reader admires and lays down, aftd forgets to take up again. 
None ever wished it longer than it is. Its perusal is a duty nither 
than a pleasure. We rea%Milton for insttr action# mtire harassed 
and overburdened, ip'd l^ok elsewhere' for recreation; vte diesert 
OUT master,, wud aw' ^hr cnmpanionl. 

Atmtbor ilmd^veni^cc of Milton^s do^igu^ia, tiiat it requires the 
description 6f ,What cannot be dei=;cribcd, the agency of S]>irits. 
He saw ihab immateriality supplied no images, and that ho f‘Ould 
not shew angels acting but by instruments of action ; he ibereforo 
invested theta with form and matter. This, being necessary, ms 
therefore defensible : and he should have scoured the 'cousi<»tenoy 
of his system, by keeping inimaterinlity out of eight, and enticing 
his reader to drop it from histhonghts. But he lias unhappily per* 
plea ed his poetry With his philosophy, llis infcriiai and celestial 
powers are^ sometimea pure spirit, and gomeiimcB animated body. 
When Satan walks with bis lance upon the burning marl, he lias 
a body ; when, in his passage between Hell and the new' world, he 
is in danger of sinking in the vacuity, and is supported by a gust of 
rising vapours, he has a body; when he aniznat{?8 the toad, ho 
seems to be mere spirit, that can penetrate inAtter at pleoivure ; 
when he starts up in his own shape, he hfife at least a detc rmined 
form ; and, when he i« brovight betbre (laliriel, he has a spear and 
a shield, which he had the power of jading in the toad, though the 
arms of the contending angels aro evidentiy material. 

The vulgar inhabitants of 1 ‘aridirmonlum, being incorporeal spirits, 
are at large, though without number, in a limited space : yet in the 
battle, when they were ovCTWhelmed by mountains, their armour 
hurt them, crushed ir upon their substance, now grown gross by 
sinning. This likewise happened to the uncornipted angels, who 
were overthrown the sooner for their arms, for unarmed they might 
easily, as fipirits, have evaded by con tractift.r or remove, tveii as 
spirits they are hardly spiritual p for contraction and remove are 
images of matter ; but if they could have escaped without their 
armour, they might Ijave escaped from it, and left only the empty 
cover to be batteV'd. fTriel, when he rides on a sumboam, is ma- 
teriai ; Satan pj material when he is afraid of the x»ower8 of 
Adam. 

The confusion of spirit and matter, which pen^ades the whole nar- 
rarion of the war of Heaven, fills it with incongruity ; and the book 
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ia whicli 5fc is related is, I beliere, tlie taronrifce of cbildren, luad 
gradually neglected as knowledge is moreased. . , " 

After the operation of immaterial a^nts which cannot he ei* 
plained, may be csonsidered that of allegorical peraona which hare 
no real existence. To exalt causes into agents, toanvest al^tract 
ideiiB with form, and animate them with activity, haa always been 
the right of poetry. > But euch airy beings are, for the most; part, 
suffered only to do their natural oiffoe, and retire. Thus tells 
a tale, and ViCto^ hovers over a general, or perches on stj^tandard ; 
but Fame and Victory can do no more. To give them any real em- 
ployment, orascribing effects to.iion entity. Itfc the ll^romG(hm$ of 
Eschylua, Mioki^i'e an4>SVre>?^</t, and in the AUutM of Eyi- 

pidea, we see Ihatk^ brought upon the stage, all as active 
the drarii.i ; but no precedent‘s can justify absurdity. ' p 

Milton's allegory <»f f^in and death is uiidoubtedly faculty. Sin 
is indeed the mother of Death, '*and mfty^bc allowed to be the pop-, 
tress of Hell: but when they stop the journey of Sat^, a journey 
described an real, and death offers him oattle, the i^llegory ia 
broken. That Sin and Death should have shewn way to Hell, 
might have been allowed ; but they cannot facilitate the passage by 
huUding a bridge, bocatwe the dillitmlty of Satau> passage is de- 
fi^ibed as veal and sensible, and the bitidge ought to tipiJy ffgura- 
tivc. The Hell asdgiied to the rebellious spintg;is described as not 
less local than the residence of man.. Jt in placcdin spme distant 
part of apace, sei»arated from the regions of narmemy and order by 
a chaotic wos^ and unooenpiod vacuity ; but and Dmf/e worked 
up a mo/e of a^i^roraUd cemented with asphaUna ; a work too 
bulky for ideal architects. 

This utiskilful nllngory appears to me one of the greatest faults of 
the poem: and to this there was no temptation hut the author's 
opinion of itfi beauty. 

To tho conduct of the narJ^ive some objections may be made, 
Satan is with great expectiiiun brought before Gabritd in Paradise, 
and is suffered t{i go away uuniolested. The Oreation of man is re- 
presented as the c.orkrtequejjco of the vacuity left in Heaven by the 
expulsion of the rebels; yot Satan mentions it as a report r//l' n<, 
Jfrarev before his departure. 

To find sey)iimontH for the J^tale of innocence was very difficult ; 
and somathing of anticipation perj^ps h now and theii discovered. 
Adam's discourse of dreams seems not to bo the speoulation of a 
newrcreated being. I know not wheiheV his answer to the angel’s 
reproof for curiosity doe# not want ,goincthjng of propriety ; it is 
the speech of a man acquainted with many other men. Some philo- 
sophical notion^', especially when the philosophy is false, might have 
been better omitted, The angel, Su a comparison, speaks of ti mor- 
ons de^Vj before deer were yet timorous, and beTorck»Adam could un- 
derstand the comparison, 

Dryden remarks, that Milton has some flats among his wlA^ations. 
This ia only to aay, that all the parts are not equal. Jn every work 
one part must be for the sake of others ; a palace must have pan* 
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flftges ; a poam i&iiat have tranBitiona. It is no more to be required 
tlmt sbottld alerayg be blaxiog, ibaxi that the eon ibould always 
stand at noon. In a great work there is a vicissitude of luminous 
and opaque parts, as there is in the world a succession of day and 
night. Milton, when he has expatiated in the sky, may be allowed 
sometimes to revisit earth ; for what other author ever soared so 
high, or sustained his flight so long? 

Milton, being well versed in the Italian poets, appears to have 
borrowed often from them ; and, as every man oatcnes aomething 
from his companions, his desire of imitating Ariosto's levitp^ has 
dilgraoed his work with the Paraditt of Fools ; a fiction not ijx it- 
90 S ill-imagined, but too ludicrous for its place. 

nia play on words, in which he delights too often; his equivoca- 
tions, which Bentley endeavours to defend by the example of the 
ancients ; hk unnecessary and ungraceful use of terms of art ; it is 
not neoessary to mention, becaus# they are easily remarked, and 
generally cenaured ; and at last bear m little proportion to the 
whole, that they scsiiroely deserve the atten&on of a critic. 

Bucnare the faults of that wonderful performance, Paradise Lost; 
which he who can put in balance with its beauties must be con- 
sidered not as nice but as dull, as less censured for want of cs>ndoar, 
than pitied for want of senBibility. 

Of Paradise Bsgained, the general judgment seems now to be 
right, |hat it is in maiiy parte elegant, and every where instructive, 
it was not to be supposed that the writer of Paradise Lost could 
write without great effusions of fancy, and exalted precepts of 
wisdom. The basis of Paradise Hegained is narrow; a di^ogue 
without action can never please like an union of the narrative and 
dramatic powers. Had this poem been written not by Milton^ but 
by some imitator, it would have claimed and received universal 
praise. 

If Paradise liegained has been too much depreciated, Sampson 
Agonistes has in requital been too much admired. 1 1 could only be 
by long prejudice, arid the bigotry (?f learning, that Milton could 
prefer the ancient tragedies, with their encumbrance of a chorus, to 
the exhibitions of the French and English stages ; and it is only by 
a blind confidence in the reputation of Milton, that a drama can 
be praised in which the intermediate parts have neitdier cause nor 
consequence, neither hasten nor retard the catastrophe. 

In this tragedy are however many particular beauties, many just 
sentiments and striking lines r but it wants tlmt power of attracting 
the attention which a well-connected plan* produces. 

Milton would not hare excelled in dramatic writing ; he knew 
human nature only in the gross, and had never studied the shades 
of character, nor the, combinations (f concurring, or the perplexity 
of contending prsioW He had road much, and knew what hooks 
could teach : hut had mingled little in the world, and was deficient 
in the knowledge which experience must confer. 

!l?hraugh all his greater works their prevails an uniform necu- 
lianty of Diction, a mede and cast of cjpreiadoxi which bean little 
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eeid’^W'lit Meiiiier; ih«tt ^ 

ha» f«ael‘'tfhet <ffe‘itseitbajl^h '• 

fch« vehidh'ef'W ift#h' iaeti‘u<yiiolR. aJRci' :§<> mp ' 

otto irt^' iit K» Y , v > ■ ,« ^ ^ ' 

■ . he the #to»bf ' to dioitoii,' itrehr*^ l^too 

of co|^ioiisne«s» aa'd’‘iittiety"| he' w '(A ’1^, 

feB 'extent*; aftit 'to'''ee^'W?#'%iiuj&ldfeou» woto*'W 
fi^eneo, that (iim to to9fe' A^''l^ 3S^l|sh’ l^4^y j!ji»|j8;tit- 

6© leaeiiefi. ' ' * K*'’ Y'’ '■ '*• ' '^' '■ /, ;" ■ \‘ V 'I \ '■ «' ■{: Hk '''^ '* ' 

After M« ^iiotSie^, "liihatetMhg toM be ’said 6f' 

Ty mmm\ h© eays, 'w iAe AWa^ Amw Of 

this mo<!fce ho toJbi«sny «®(i’oag the' Itetof*'’l*‘Vf ^ 

liis ~<mti ct^a n by* '^rl w 'S^fSr^y ' is Wxid to 

of Virgilw book« rh^br^ fm 

short vcxjUia h{t(l''tt's>|feii*e^’)n' btok . 

to reconcile rhe natlo®- 'to ilaiokh’'8,^^;IM'toto'l^ 13^to'a% 
and probably wriitee by' lieWipr , 

aiicfismwiot mtfi><)mi io''to@''toeb!''',influto^^ 19, ho 

more prol^hly toolr ItiB to,t ' frhi^ TOlaJlto’*^ . KatU 
fixL^in^ totik terse rh|me^ wet'4^to,^ee 

htooif that it IB better/ ' ' '; /v 

'* Ithymo,” he says/eul ftaya Italy, ■ '**'|i»' '>ilp aew^ adjunct of 
true poetry/' But, perhaps, of^ ^ A; IsiehMl opemtwm, luotre 
or mnftio k no neeeseary adjunct; it ife hoyrerer by ihe.jmuBic of 
metro that poetry ha» ’been 4idcrijtoated in hKlaJi^Uft^Etes; and, in 
lan|;;ua"eB melodlotiaiy eOn«^t;ructod i^lth a due proportion of long 
ami short syllablea, motfo % BufSoknl But, ono lai^uagc^nnot 
communicate its rules i6 another '; iffhero mcti'e ia scanty and im^ 
peiffeet^ mmP help is aecwy/; the ei‘ the BuigUsh took 
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Uneg strike the ear so faiatly, that it is easily lost, untei itii the 
syllables of eveiy line oo-operate together ; this oo-opOrafeion can be 
only obtained by the preservation of every verse uimin^lod with 
another as a distinct a;^tem of sounds ‘ ana tlius disti^ctnegw t« oh- , 
tained and preserved by the aitito of rhyme* The variety of 
pauses, BO much hoaftted by the lovers of blank verse, elianges the 
xaeasures of an Enifflif<h poet to the pefitids of a deelaimer j and 
there are only u few skilful and Ijiappy, read^ of .Milton, who 
enable tlmk andienoe to perceive where the lines ^nd, or begin, 
Mmh said au;i»geniatta fo ife 'Hrm h 

tkv rytf. “ . . , ' ' , ’'/v - “ ' ' 

poetry may subsist without .rhym^ but Ungltsh poetry will not 
often please ; nor can rhyme ever bo safedy spared but wherO the 
subject is able to support itself. Blank verso makes some approach 
to that which k^a&d tfee#;p^c? 7 / ; ha$ neither Iha-eaginess 
of proae, nor the nwidddy of numbers, and Uxerefoi-e tires by long 
oontinnance. Of tht .ttaHi»iU”wr!itei.ift withot^;t rhyme, whom Milton 
ailedgos as piwoed^nts,;no$ one is popular; what reasoi* mould urge 
in its defence hM been corrlhtod 1*^ tbamor. ' 

But, whatever bo the advahtkgis of rhyme, I eanuot prevail oh 
myself to wish that MUtoh had been a rhymer; for I trannot wish 
his work to bo other than it is j yet like other heroes, he Is to bo 
admired rather than imita,t;ed. lie that thinks hinmlf capable of 
astonifllung may write b^nk v«r$e ; but thpsC that hope only to 
j>l**a»e must oondoscoUd to thybii^. - 

The highoest: praise of geakia Js origiml inventnon* Milton 
cannot be said to have contrived tha structuiM of an epk poem, and 
therefore owes rcv^ireuec^o that vigour and atapUfeu^e of mind to 
which all gouerations must be indebted for the art <;<f poetical nar- 
ration, for the texture of the fable, thc yarialiuu of ihcidxmts, the 
interposUiott of dialogue, awl hll the ,stratfts,om« that surprise and 
euehain attention. But, of till the borrowers from Flmnor, Milton 
w perhaps the least indebted. Ho' wa«> nat uraJiy a thin fcei* fer him- 
sedf, conddent of hU <H7it abilities, AiiAinfuI </£ holp or hlnder- 
anco : he did not i:efu;^o ad!3Qi#sidon to the thoughts or imugm of his 
prodeofessors, Imt he did not «tek ihem-‘ Erom hifj e(mfemporaries 
he neither courted , wolved suppm-t: there is in his writings 
nothing which tbfc pride of other authors might \y. gratified, or 
favour gained; no ©xohmige of praise, nor sol rcitation support. 
His groat works were perfuhned under dtscounfcenance, 
blinriJiesB ; but diflicuKtes vaniahod at his touch ; ho %vsi3 bom for 
whatever is arduous ; and his work is not tl e grOatOflt of heroic poems, 
only bcoam)® it is not iUo first. 
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^ ilie anthor of Hudihitu^ there M a lifa preWflted to the 
jibter edition^ of his jpoe<(a, >7 m tmkaown writer, atid thwotoe of 
disputable authority ; aiad some aoeount is iiM^Ouily gim hy 
Wood, who oottfesfies the uaoertaiuty of hU 0 W» *J(»r*athe ; more 
however, thau they hnew oeauot tow be be leanied^ aud nothing 
remains but to compare and copy them* i! ' » ‘ v JL 

Bxmti BOTLim was bora ^ w i^aiWh of Srehsham^ Ih wor- 
cestorfihire, according to hie hioipf^phor^ $hls aocOunt Dr. 

Kaeh fbada conhnmcd bjr the regifettfr» He wi^ ehrist^ed ■fc'eb- 
mry 14. * ' ' , ^ ) 

His father's ooiiditk»n is jmioualy represented. W ood shenUona 
him as ooiOpetonily wealthy j but fir. i^ot^eviUe, the son odt 
Butler's j*rmcipal friend, says he rm an honest farmer with acme 
small estate, who mad© a shift to tidmoftte his «on at I he Orarnmar' 
school of Worooster* under Mr. H«ni^BriKh<v fi'om who«?c care ht 
removed ffO' a short time to Cambridge ; but, fo^ want of money, 
WttO never made a member of any Wood leay«^ u» rntimr 

doubtful whether he went to Cambridge or Oxford j bu' at hi&t 
mahen him pass, six or seven years at Cambridge, without knowing 
in what ball or college j yet it can hardly be iiflftayined that bo Hveu 
so long in either univorsity, but as belm)ging to oiw hen-*® or ano. 
thcr ; and it is still less likely that he could have »o Jong inhabited 
A place of learning with so iHtlo distinction hla to leave bi^ resh 
deuce nncerfcaini Dr. Nttsh hss dbcovoiod that hia father wasj 
owner of a how and a littlo knd, worth about eight puu»ul»ayear, 
still called tcMmffit 

Wood has his informatiou from Im brothci', wlnv'O narrative 
plaood him at Cambridge*, m op]>r)«ifcion to that of hia noighhonis, 
which sent him to Oxfmd. Tne brothcr-‘fieem» the HUthorit", tjH, 
by confessing his inability to tell hU hjjdl cr.wUe|jo, he gives 
to suspect t&it he waa roAoJvod to bestt-Won hjin an »e,tclfmical 
odacation ; but durid; not name a college, for ftar of dcicetiozn 

lie was for some time, aoourding to t)m autbos* of bis V*fc, ckrk 
toJfr. JdFerysof BarU^CVooinb, in \V oruJVtersUire, an eminent 
jtffiiice of the poaeo. In his ©orviue ho had only leisure for 
study, but for rocreattom, bis muus^^ments Wteio ian«u'* and paint- 
big; and the reward of bis pencil was the fnendship of tbecdo- 
brated Cooper. Hfium pictures, ft«d to be bis, were sbi^wn io Dr, 
Ka«h, at Earl’s Croond» j but, wlicxi he inquired for them some 
years afterwards, he found them destroyed, to stop vdndows, and (>wns 
that they hardly deserred a better fate. 

He was aftorwards admitted into the family of Ae C».fSitesjrt of 
Rent, where he bad the use of jidibrary ; and so much recomnu'iidcd 
hittwilf to fSddeib that he was often employed by him in literary 



W LIVES OF THB mttTS. 

^14eiL is Ss well known, was ,St/efWfty<l to, iho Coiiutesis, 
h liave ^iueti muck ojf ^ w^lth by pjanapng 

Ijj 'w& Botler ww(’a5jBailte4 - ibei'* tidy’s 'So^'vioe^ 

bow be oont^riuod in ifc, aswl wiy be 15ko .the. other 

'inoitota of }m life;, are nttotJyabknowrj.. . \t • 

The rk4wsit»i<l«is9 hie/oirhditS^ plactedi afterwards in .tho 
f^gnilyof i^ir L«ke, o»e^‘of Cromwoll'i ofhom. Here Ife 

observed 'm xmioh ot the aharacter of the sectarias, that be is said 
to bite yrritten or begin his po^^i ai this tjine ; and it is Hkely 
that anti' a wjtild bs fi^cd m a jdto -wbero he paw 

pr^cd|de0 smd:|iracticee'c>f tbe Wbels,'.ai:tdaaio# aid tlbdisgnis«d> 
in tbo ookidchoe;pf awesfl.''.'; '■ . ' ' 

^ At lortgib tb'e ^ retttftifid,. and 'tb‘e ti»^ ’fcijne in Which ioyiiJiy 
bO|M5d for its' 'iriw^rdi . however, wti' onlWnn^de eocrotary 

td '-the i Earl' .Oafbdiyt,' p^eeidetitof i%p. j^^ncipsdity of Wales ; 
who coiilbrml cm him Ludlow when ibo 

, Court of was mive4' ' ' 

In thii part; of his ilt’o, he na^jUriod Mrs, HerlieH^ a genSlewosnan 
of a g<Kjd faiiily ; and livid, aays WotKl/ tipon her fortune, having 
^ladied, the oomnton law, but nevtu* prnotiped it. ; A fo^inne she 
bad, bi^ bio<jraphor, hnt it wan loa^ by IhmI eotrurities/ < , 
hi wiifi puhUsiied tb(5 pan, containing throe cantos^-of 
the piicm of Budibra^. Whkb, m Prior relat-os, was made knoVf.n^it 
Oo!|j(h by the taiftte atwl indaenoo of ttie Suari of Bt>r.^etw WW*i it 
wa»» buowUi it was neoefc^arily admired ; the King <pjc>ted, the 
amrttejra studied, and the nholo pany of tht) royaUr-ts applauded 
it BVoay eye wateh,od for the golden i'brtwor wbh-b Was %(y fall 
upon the aaibor, w'bo oertalnly whs not witbout Htda part in the 
gen^ftjd exploitation. ' ' « , . 

In hi04 tlio' second appeared; cbe>ii?d(isit.rof tbfi nation 
Tfa'S rekindled, iu^d the Wiiter wo^ aguin praised and ekkd. 
ihifc pr Usjo was his whole JH'.Ward, Cla^rondon, says ood, gave luni 
10 wi n to hope for *' pUetm and emidjjynienta at vjilue and ojrtjdlt f' 
bin Ho H,d vantages did he over obtain, ^ It h roponed that the 
King nnc!?* gf^ve him ttap hundred guineas j but of tlibi toiporary 
bounty I bud no prodff^'' ' ■ _ ’ 

Wood relates that be, was seoretury io'ViUicj's Duke of Butskiu^r* 
bam, when be wm chdtoceWer of Cumbridgo; this is doubted by 
the Ollier writ*;r, win; yet allows tli^Duke to have been his Ire ^ tout 
benefaetor. ThAt both thtisb acwiuuti^’are falKo therein i‘e^a»oi(r'to 
suspeot, from u stovy told liy T’ackt* in his account of the Life of 
WycKerly ; and from some versed wluch hlr. ^hyer has puhli.Hhed 
ill tbo autaur’s Poinahis. 

Wyohmiy/' says Pucko, *^had always laid hold of an op- 
port anil v whiet^olmred of repmentiug b> iho Duke of Buckinghain 
j.)OW' well Mr, Butler bad deserved of the Eoyal Family, by writing 
bis inifer-able bludibraB; and tl»at it was a r^oach V,o the Court, 
that a persoi* of bis loyalty and wi4 should sulfer in obscurity, and 
under the waaty did. The dith« alwtija imwtt to 



ibito ititb ftttciitSjOh cnossitJi ^ aad afiet toe tmtotooS ia 
recam^0i^dhJ»prj3t6n8ioJ\alfaiiiJi Wyciierly^ii h«pe«. 

'to k«s«s|^ him ia liiJ» -^ratse .to name a '' 

'day,'Wto k^migkl iutrodWilmt thfeutiiito poet |i 0 ' 

hiftj new patwsm, At an apm>lntmeiit;%i» Jttsnlu, aH' 

'"'nf meeting. Witis' agreed to he to Uifcebrt*. 

Mend attchded aetJerdiiVgl}^ ; the 

d— *1 would have i%^ the ^dofor «>(' to ^rajs ppei^, 

and his Orace who Wd^htoed.himto? D# 

Jiia ^uaiatanoe (the t46/ to.a.'hatg|(^>itrip 'to'Wiit^ 

brace of ^iitted bin tS loww jpo- 

ther kind of huftinefts, at' whiek'kn.was' doit^ 

good oflicas' t,-> raen of desoftv 'tod|h.' t)o pjfte to 
than iKj/jboth. in 

them, ^'*^**^ to*^ tp''to’ P^dr 'Bnto, 

'iSnoh iB tho f he%rBea to' writ to tit^' •'"toto of abri- - 

mouy, miM '4$ neglect dlf^pptotment 0itot‘**®tto^^y excite ; 

and ?^ucii as It would he hafrdto im#<^nb ohptible'of 
iug against a mmt^ wh^ had eioim ,to 
^otwithBUndai^ thiB di>c:'‘uragtjmerihand neglept,die stUl pro- 
¥(ee![ttbd hiA, design; and ia IdViS puhtiBhod tlie thw^pto wWeh 
*^tiU leavbft the poeni itapetlbot and abrupt. How much moro ho 
originally iuteiiaod^, or with what events to «mtioh ,to to h^.eon^ 
eluded, it U raiif id conjoc.ture. Sot can it he 
that lie ahould fttop<here, however uiiexpH^iedly. write without 
reward ia aufticlently uupU>a4ng. He had now atrived at an age 
when he might iihink it prdpei* to be in no longed and perhaps 
his hoaUh might nnw kigm to fall / \ . 

He died and Jdr; ,1j(m.|pevTUo. hmpg dnsucceK^ully 

i^obeited a Autofiptiotl for hU Jowmimt m AUhwy, 

buried him at bi*i own c(Wt in to, chureh-yaTd of Oovent Gardt-u. 

})r. j^imouH^atnck itad to , 

iJratiger wns intointid by l?r. Pearee, who named for bii? autho- 
rity Mr. Jjowddehol the TrOw«nry; that, Bui W h^ aywly ^kcn- 
^ion of liu luinilml pounds. '1?hls ie ootisppiotod l>y all tradition, 
by to ooinjdaiuts of Oldhatn^ and by to reproaahcsi ot Orycbui,* 
and i atn afraid uiU never hii wndimled. , ., 

About aUt)' years afterwards^ Mr, Barber, a' prhntos Mayor of 
LSbdon, and a fti<*nd t<i liuto’a pifibciid% to^owed in luoi a 
mouainent in Weiftmih^ Abbey, thn« : 

M S- ’''''' ' ' ' 

BP-h-to ■ ’^' ' ' 

, <iui streusliawicK’ in skto Vigowl. hat. 1 #| 2 . 

oi)iit lop4. \m. " • 

yhr itti,pTlrais, aevr, integer ; 

lti#fenU, 'mn item pwnhJa, fcnliif ; * 

HAtyrh-i »t>o<i Cflmtinls Artlfra egregius ! 

'Q.m) jhniultitai Heligbnis Lanani oetraxit, 

Kfc l^auelliuoi scelera hliecrime exauitavit, 

Scriptotum hi suo gyucre, !*rimu8 &. Poitrattuw, 



' ' ' '' ojj run ; ■ / - ' 

“ . H<K! unduu jra&ito njSarj»or«^ ctntvifc { 

; -V' ' JloKAKNMBAiiBti^, CivULoo4it«3D4ii^Jf8X« ^ ; 

lAifap Ilk death w<yre, V^Jt^mefe '<Mr hte 

posthumous works :1 kj^w or hy whatT 

authorHy ajscettaiuod ; au^, laiAy^ twW' imijre have l)e«m 
printed %y Mt, Th^or of iudufejbably gohulue. Trom 

uotio of thoJie pieces! oau hi* lifeho chanicter disco- 

vetcd. ■’ Borne ffcrs^ 3 ‘ Ju hitri' ' to, hATO ,hoA^ 

an^iig ihose who iddkml«d the Of Socio^/df 

whMthe Quemies wtuu o^e iiite *^*7 uuiueiw and rety 
acrimomoiJs>' for what reashVlt ds hard to ^Staiccivo^ since the 
phiioSoijJitrs profeStod not io.MrahCo doottlttcs^ hut to produce 
faoto ; 1 ^ thh aseaJloua enemy 'of innovatlosi must admit the 
gradual |iro^^ee& ef titperUncc,h^ ho may oppose hypothetioai 

temerity. ^ 

In thiamiat of olwcunty pesaed the lire of Butlor/a min wdioSe 
n|^e can only perish with his l^gnage. The mode and /place of 
his educAtion ire unknown ; iheeVents of hit' life are variously re- 
lated ; and all that can be told with certainty % that he Wia poiwri 
The poenrof lludibras is one of those oompoations of wh&h a 
nation may jtisfcly h^t ; as the . images which it esrhihlts itro ^ 
mes^ the eOptunenie unhOitowed end nnexpocted/ and strain of 
dictii^ ortoalmid pecuUar, Wo must 'ttot^ how«yor/»ufer thh 
imde, irhlch we assume oi the ccuhtrymen of Bniier, to make any 
encroachment upon’ Jleidoe, »of epprepriate >#ofte which 

others have a right to share- ' Tlie poem of 3ftddibr»ft4« ^ot wholly - 
Bai^lish; the origiW idea is to he found lb the histoxy of I>on 
Qiuxote; a book to which a mind of the greatest powers maybe 
indebted without disgrace, '"'v- ■ ’ ' - 
Comntes ^ i^ho having, by the iaceasant perasal of 
incredible aubjepted his undemi^itding to hie imagination, 
and faniiliarjsed his mindhy pertinheiohs invitation to trains of 
incredible eVehts, and itoenes of ImpMble existence ; goes out in 
the pride of kai^htboJi|lO rnd»b*® Woug'=;, and defend virdns, to 
rescue captire princes, fumbts hmi^rs from 'their thrones ; 
attended by a cquire* whaaoiuUniUg, too low for the suspidoa of a 
generous min d/Hm aides him often to ^e#t bm roaster. 

The hero of Butler is a PreShyfceriau Jnettico, who, in tb© conft- 
deuce of legal autliority and the rage of fmlom ignorttnetf, ranges 
ihe country to repress aupoi^ti<m'aud oon'<^ abuesa, ncooaipaaiod 
by an Independent Clerk) disputatiotw md obstinate, with whom 
he often debates, blit new oonqu^ Mm. 

Corv4nte.s had^oifmch kindness for Bon Quixote, that however 
be embarrasses him with absurd distreBScfl, he gives him so much 
©enso virfcde as may preserve our esteem ; wherever he is, or 
whatev-er he doe<), he is made by matchless dextoHfy commonly 
ridiculous, but never contemptible. i 

But for poor Hudibras, his poet had no tendemftdi Mi 



not that.anypityBh6tiM !bfi iliowni»r. refill^ ho^w 

him tip afc obco to Jaugb ter axid coatempl^ aojr quality ttk«6i 

cau dignify OT pr<>fre»t, him'. ^ '' ' '’ 

; III famrwiig/fche cteactiij/ of H«idJbAa/^^4 i^d^OrihinJ M» jHjrtem 

and habilima^in# ;th^ l^ohr yw ^ tnmnltiumfi 

oifmfwon oX ' ;Bo ql theafo<>k; 

khighte^errunt ;,.he,knef the * %^byteridtt 

magistrate, and. tmd' tn. ^noit<St of however di«* 

persoMi'^;-S^hi|3&^'h]^^ Sis^ 'datenta- 

tioa, of. knowledge m 

aity* aettda .kim ou<i,a.^c»l0ndBhg/ ^w ferings^im 

wifcid,n- flight of>wr^vs\-'V;Vv ' 

If JBwdibms bo oonsldeired a$ 

tcxians, it not eaiftyJ,to say w% big weapons shonid bo^rdtoe^ti^ 
m ridiimionfl or uai^kga j lor#, whaiew judgment Bright he nasm 
upon, their knowlodgif oi* their arguments, eacpdrience had Bufli- 
o£siitly .fidieWn that, their avrord$ ww B<rt' to.be deapisoih ' . 

The h^?ro, tbps oompoimded of swaggerer and pedant of knight 
. justice, u led forth to aotjon, with lyitt squire .fUlidio, an Indopdn- 
d^fc<mi]u}Wt. ^ ' '' '■ 

. Ofihe oeukxtwre of cvj^dfi planned l>y the i^nther, wHeh is 
o^iiW the action oi the, poem, 4noe it if left impirtect. no judg- 
ment,, .^0 nmde« Iti^' pxrohw% ,^t Ihehei^ vo holed 
thropgh.mifl^y luckless adrentaipeft, whiih v/ouldgive oeeawoh, like 
hifiait^ Wm the imr ifx eacpose tW rldionloug rigour 

of the ,* , like his encounter with. Sidrophol soid , W^meum, 

to:imike}|kiperiirt^tiouaaid cfcdulitj cohtes»ptib?ef or, likojxis re- 
couTHo to 1)he. low retailer of the law, diiicoT^r'tfeo firaudnlent prac- 
Uc«ft of diteotttprofoftiiioAs*.',, ... -r •'-■ ''' > 

)V iiat series of evonts he would hMO formed/ dr in what manner 
he would Wve ris warded or piuqlsh^i^l his Wi:o, it is now vain to 
eowottLre, Hjs work had, n$ it Beemfi>, tlie defect which 

Dryden jta,|mfce» to Spensoer j Hha oould not have been one; 
there could only hayistbeon a Buoce^cn of x^joideutfl, each of which 
might imvo happoued without the toisi^ .#a which could not all 
cevoperate tetany swingle couchiwioii. ’ ; ‘ 

The,di<^cuUintiity cf the actionmight, knreyer, have boon easily 
forgiYOu, if there Wd bw>aoiaou' enough: , but 1 believe every 
reaa^r .f egrets the patioity of fevpittk/aud cOmplaiua tnat the poem 
of Hudihw, ^ iu th^i^oi^ „of Thucadiaea, there i« more said 
than done. The acehea ari^tioh chaugei aud the attontiyu 

i« tod with long oonvewtioB. ^ 

It 10 indceii much more d^y to fotm , W than to contrive 
adventures. Every ppsitlogfi makes , wigy for a# aj’jumenfc, and every 
ohjectioa dietatesim axiawcT. When two dispuTauts are engaged 
Upon a complicated and oxteuRive qucfatiou, the di&cnlly,ih not to 
continue, but to end the coMroversy. But whether it be that wo 
oermpreheud but few of the poaibilities of life, or that life itself 
affom, Httk myiotyj, m^y mm who has tried kuowR how much 



lU tWRB or ropTs: . . 

to ibim mcl a combbiiMilQil of Oimmatosoft aa 
$haH WifisJat onoe th« ^co of novdty*i«^A a»d deiii^t 

faH0j,wiifcouii vjoJsOoe ‘,, , V'*' 

,P«T)ilip'1fho DklogtJt^'of tljia fQ^% ', 

ili© attWloii' to it. byvIjTtti^ 

ai^td'bj a neati&rtippr<^t4i 

,^titioii8 'OpeOcb«ii"yiU, wltb' 'ttfiti* ' 

ifliioes/aaid bd?fejftW Tario^lo^'.ssflt'b 'k1laajdl*fc ■’ "V '’’ !'' '^'' i. ' 

Tbo gvoat |D^c« df ' pl^«q^ ‘ k 'Vif'blftoity 

at Jait, tlioditt of W4mw^ «apws| i ' 

O’ban rixpwtatioli: gTatidtd,^'iira>^4\W‘ bO’ ' 

, again ex^l^dg- 'ITdr/ibia^n^i^BanSeO' M tb«S''^rdl^\'irbb^^^ 
Woiild ^ca«e proyi^K^ fbedkilM 

jaakoK a duo ,&tsi4biiifett' of t^e RtTlJ, and abwfniM' ^tls foi? 
a-uuHf tfdi idtchext^^^ t?|jW 

4ie wbiide of a IWt may bo ^i^diouv th^gb all tbo parti, 

',praw#al -■ ^ - '„ " '"y,;; ' 

If ia<;xhau«tibl6 wit could givo ^rpotual plo«Hp:t» womd 
€W leave Jbalf road tbo wote of ^JwhAt jwM JNb over 

brought ^ many rooxota m fcbgollwstt It 

poijsible to j^utHue a pagb i?ri,tliiont ilntjitig 4^ of iiail^goi , 

that was never found Wore, By the' p»iUj|^pk tbu 'xoidor ' U 
aiaoiiid, by' the next be h ddigbted, and bj a ^te^'mcvta toined"^. . 
asd'onfebxabat • bat a,ilonisbtsi4iit i| a toiis^^xue pleasure ;,' m »o^ 
w^iny pi v^oiidodng, wd togs to b^. dh'-ertedi *’; ' ■ y ' ’ ’ i ' ,^ ^' ' 

„ ^nsitjatwaa, 

Imaginatiottis xifteto wilbobt Iqipi^odge : na^re gives in vaiu 
the power of combination^ unto tftudy and bbiemtion ftapply 
terialft to be co,iul)^S^. Butler's tiJcoHurtw* of kbowledg® appear 
proportioned to hii'iiXptncje ; wlft|evor topic omploys bis mind, be 
Sbewa bitnadC^UaMM to expand, i&d iti\3Wtrate % with all tbo Uo* 
oesimioS’ tbiit bwl3 to “fbtaH be 'h ifcuud abt 'otdy to have tra- 
velled the beaten roi^iixtt thibyfpatbs Utertote ; wvt only 
to hare taken gcntot dirr<^% bb| ejRto^bed prtkaltirs 

with minute in«pectioiv’‘ . ', ^ 

If the French heist to <>f Babelafev wo need net be 

afraid of mftotlttg them toll Btttler.'' ' ' ^ ' - V "" ^ . 

But the moijtt. "tottibfe parti bf his pettbimaiacfl.aro 
retired study ahd native to tonotinPl^l/^ Se to* 
a book from bookstoy be usefbb Mt can «earoe)y be grto, Bnto 
had not suffered life to glide be^de ham tmaoen or ttntoerred/ He 
had watched with gmt diltohuo to operations of 
and traced the ififect of opinto^ hntiiour, Interto 
From remarks prootoed that peat numW lenfentito 
distito which have passed into oonversatloxh and are added as pro^ ^ 
verbial aximni to the general stock of practical JaaowJodge, , 

When any work has been viewed ana admirhd^ to pcation 





m 

, Off ) 'Ha^il>iS9!s!i' 

',;i: ftW 

'.,^met^K|'l|ke^^dit>!Cf^,}it 
’ 'Oo^igEjoti-p«iS(^elxw6K,^^^ 

'"' ' W|b|5}i|y| 

. : tatitm ,ii?:odu<:'odli,'fto«lo 

iwEH4, mi^t hfi us^i^ly ■ St^f^ 

, k |lio of % ifeniafsrjtalUn/^;;'j(T* ":'" 4 /' - 

' . But <»^ly wnd ,iHtH"W'W jki.’ti ■ 

Of ilfo aQ0^««fc^t'^,o'(^7r^ fe^ll, t!io aOid 

-OflK Q^iLra^^ tlio maamott, '^- oipijiions, 

ai^4,l»<^V Jiici iiiere&iT' oveiy iutel- 

' Jigii^k,,uu4 ii^iiatrikwig, '/ / ,>i , V''-\\,'''' *•''; '''‘'' , 

. Cicm» nays' of, philtMjop^lgf ‘iap^o 'lllkoiri^ 6f '-%it alid hu- 

DQ^or, tln'at ^Himo. tib;a^t3itW^ <)fap(lMkjii8^ aW iJao 

' dioiemiaatiotti^ . Sucb a«_<3(e|»nu4'fo>(>n ntodjiig 

felfttiofifi atid isojionil ptuiaioiaaate <H)-e3fctondod %itii OM mco«f roau ; 

. but ihfjjo, mooilic^t^otn of .^fo’aud poouliiWFiiJte t4 wbicb 

.'^iria tko^l^gj^iy^of «rri>r ot at.lxj^'.pvswnu'e'acci’- . 

■ ' 'f\ /^:\ , ', . ,, '. '• ' : 

MueK i'^orofoit, of iW bumbur tfaiWf^ftted.tbo last ceu- 
ttii^ irit^feiitiiortiTOUt fejoftt t<*af» do totj^ww tfap&owi’so- 
lemmty, a^^p^titiou, .j?lootoy^ and tins 

stulmdni aurupiii®, , of tbo aswdeni Bnt;itaii« ; pr, if vrc Itncw thorn, 
only from I^KdE^/pk fh>m tJfadftion, haro 
never had;tb,om beforu ou/ <^^nijwt; b^tdiy moUct^ion and 
atody uutWra1»aiid the H^upain^^^btlioy avpnatii^Hi , Out grand- 
fathom kne^ Ike front jtkeliffe j„'Ve of the Hie hy coii- 
tcniplatiag lk<} p^tutb^, >, -'^;„ '"' . ;' * ^ „ ■£•'■' 

, Uirf scArypiy, p»>!Sj^U;1ie, i£‘ik® 'i^pfertty bid cpmpi^^ureof iM 
pretont Ximoi to image ike tdmuliafb^Hrdity>and,ci^i3:iour ofoou^ 
tradaVtion, wljiok iverjdexiM doc^iaje, disordered pijijaw^ticie, apd dia- 
titrW both i^uhUo au4 aukordjjta* 

tlou brc>ik<iii., :w^^’ ktti^ n- 

uova^dr^ tvkp’pt>ijld tko 

puklk j TrkeU ovwY,m»to Jk^ki,|w<sS^a u^d aluioniovery 

preacher ooTltt / -' ' ' '-^ ; 

The Wi'iSd<»kit of 'thcf'fiktSpn- ij;yit|r 5 ' t^isouablv'auuponed to roaidc in 
tke',paTHament ^|jit,_«^k;'%ypnU’t^ddd of flip Iliwcr'CltWitaeis of the 
|Jqpple,yr.hcu in one of tic pkrllamcbnndmmon^^ Crowell it 
Wits »criottalyp!ropo^d,.tkat adi records in the tt^vrei* ’rooukl he 
hurnt, that all meinOTy of thin^ past should be cf^ccdj and that 
$kc wkole system of life »imuld oommenee anew ? 

' " ’ ^ ‘ ' ’E 5 
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Wc h«ve sovAf >uin6s»^ of aftimoaitiOB liy ^ me 
of mkio^fhai mi plutolJ^orricl^ j wt 6«»a witii diliorrmiOo 

ikm» wko <iouW eat them *0; 3l of t*iio yw, mm 

ehrfnjt ftrom them ia pecouabe^ Aa oU wlio wae i^v« in t 


txm u fui aieoouse wim oeei nrewea lor 144, Ufip a«o eoneouei no 
vhaiU aecepi }i^5^l^MoeaJ^, 

nmtit or j3n»fe«. * ^ * "i ^ < 

Oaoof the imritanica) ^cteVifbe Ail!l|a¥iio^of 


kapln^ mi reaw one of the first ^SoUw fif hk thotij^t »«- 
cewwy, topiave titatii lfra«;oo orimo i& fto>wa^e#5f fl^yH-t 
oai‘d!^,or lobSfieaehiUiagfoTt^f^ottiO^^ . ^ 

Afitroi(W» novrfiVtf. agaiwat wich m roijAof the 89#reie dirOctefi 
% A’n not im^fe the wy of thel^otitans tlian of others. !i had in 
that iime a ttry eaton^iro dowiiuon. Tjjf wsdiotioi*# raised hopes 
mi fijfWfe ih itttuda trhi<% ottghi <o have rejected it Mdth ooatorapi 
fa h^erdooa nodertaUngfi oara tm taken V) hegiiEi imfiOir $ihe infin- 
of h propitiow planet • ana, when the king W ptiaottor in 
Oariehrook a« fl«itroI«>|fer was oonaulted irhat imir would ho 
foun d most f« v onrahJo t« an eac apO 
T^hat effeei this pi>em had tt|)on Itho paWic^ whetW tt lahamoa 
impOftttu’ 0, 01 rt^laiitiod cretluUty, i&not efiidly doterhDiii)^. Chaat-a 
cap oetdom etaiid loop; hspiinet tanghtoir* Mis oortain that thoore<hjk 
or ^il^'tdtaiy IftfeUigeuyo wore last awayj though somo^ wn pf 
kuuv^^'edgt, aud l>r> dcii aUiOn^t thciii» ooniiofioa to Mievo that 
(:'<j!3juaUion«^ ami oppoeltdolis hft4 a gto«iitpaH hi tho dwtrilmtiow of 
gond or ovil, and ip the gowninent of stih)niiar> things 
J*ot‘tif;aI Action onght to he prohahk nvon certain auppci^tirms, 
and aueii pi'obability as biwrioHflno roijuivei* u here violpted only hy 
f)h' incident Notiub^j can sW mvi t plainly the necew»ity of 
d nng Himothing, and t)ic diiacuHr pf findiagfiwimotbing to, than that 
Batkr w^e. reduced tb transfer Id h'h|l|cro the Jagslktionof Rancho, 
not the of fhJ^ryauto ; ■ wry fenitable indeed to 

tW irmmm nftWA^e.nnil haitiott*^ aafetxbed wouderfril efi)-* 
d*cy to-Vintary fKotn -the practice mi 

opinion* of the jndgmeat nhd <ima^inatipii 

are atShe ofTcodcil#- ■ , m\ -' ''' ’‘ 

, ’The dicl^^h >f thii ■ppain, ^ gr^f and the nnunhers 

purpotcly neg;lectcdi jti afew ^aces, wher thoni^te^ pjr 
their native, expellfepi?!, thehawlVe^? fynin' violat^n^ 'hilng 
fm<di as meap'iapgn^' > The’ 'iuode;of i^m^oaiidn 

haa been btatacd ,liyT>ry<Wh, ivlyy' ^i^efca thaf meaanm 

wa^ not rather chosen. . '{%1lm .<n'itical fventf^oiei pt Dlrdcn, the 
highest revnreuecn^ow be d^e, were pot hie dectsione often Wdr 
pitate, and hie opiniejh^ linmatnre* ' When ho wiehed to ehangte 
the meifcre ho 'probably Would havfe been witling to ohauge mom. 
If ho in tended that, when ih« nnmliorB were heroic/ iho diethm 
ebijuld still remain vulgar, ho ptoned a very heterogenecd# mi 
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ti!xmatuTal csom^oatiioi^* If Ixe pteSmei & im^oX jf 

80111)4 W mly to B^jilfc 

ll(^ a imfk^ " * ^ ’ 

** Th*» mmtm is <tttio)c, and auital^e to 4ho 

vuljgfwdttjf of a)A4 tJw» |ont|p^ t>f tke fiiPutwOnts. Btsit stxoii 

at»d«tiol|i 4iotioxi <i|l3s ten rl^aaed sure mod 

%a witer upbi^^swWw w>wlo<%« 

teiilo 1o of ootuddf)ni;)D of tiife 

novdty and of it« <5ooo^tiom/ Cft41«i#05E4 tttitww teta- 

and O'o'^nomfriimt o6nW!j!ft <20|iai^n thoQ|^ia 

»)iH<iarola«« H wSil5 t>ote% '**iP|k 03 *«p ^ideri Cuma 

vuit^ ot ^ me&hwfi and diotw^ mil irorthf of 

each uilidx’/aaid i^tkwm may Jnattf dftotn t^tsm to mMn 
^'or oj^on ihoaglk <ii}loi1i6]? Btiiler idtoaid wM 4 
JBNdiliii^ 4»I>iain ta« te»0 itgvrri. Bnrioiitq^ k dtapro^ 

imiiion befcweOA Ihie stjfk ana tl»o Nptiminifeai or boinwte t]bo ad- 
fondosftontiii Ouhjoot* lt> tlno^oforo, 
Uko oJ) Mt«« comiKmtwiad of to«toff«noouk <tetaina in it a 
ptecjtdo of iwi vnpidJim. Ml difpxo^tidn i» nntmtteld ; and from 
iMitetirAl Wf^tan dotiv^^ onjy t1io jiWtti'o wijicb ncvrelty 
wrodtns^ HVti atlmitpit a inrhilf fi® natmafa tbine} but 'when it 
ii m lonte ft mnjijo, no it-^ de/ofimHf* U w a kind of ar 

ttiioo, 'wrib by fnsqijftttt «ip< 0 ititi**n dcitdi itsfU> and tberoader, 
itening Jn timn ^ Hat is to down Jiis bw. fc, as tHo 

ape^toi tuniiJ atpai irom a n«K?o»d oainbHion of tJHoi^o tricits, of 
w3*?cb ibo only waikm to tbkt thffj oan 3>o pl«y#»d. 


-.‘BOCmi^sTKlL 

Jofla WtnalWj aftoraratdft ofltcvobefetet, tbeaon of ilonTj, Bail 
of ifo«He«tor^ Ifcwtt^y known by tbe title of Lwd IVtImot, ao often 
mentioned in *mnteii<W« HHteTyf'* woaborn Apii 10, 1617, aii 
THtoliloy, in Ojcfordnl ire ^ gmi:0mr <i<JsU ednteiim at the 

ftoboot of Bftrnhl, 3iO onlor*^ a nobiomnn, int^ Wadbwn 
in 16i?i, onlv iM ph ( t>o *ih oJd ; and in inOl, at ioMeen, was, witb 
some oth^ r iwrmh «1 U»j|{H i0iii\ in^de ittwor<of tote by bord Cla- 
rendon* in pemori. 

He, aftrrwnrdit, traytHiid intd etid tWy ^ and at lii« 

lum> dototed iiitnsolf to the oodtb la 10^^ l|o te4 to $m with 
WandwieH, nod di}Nin|rdi‘5'H0d hiinuHlf at Bei^mby nntommon in- 
ti cpidby j ffnd the wpifi ^lOsmtT on k»ard Sir Bdwatd 

Spragge, who, iu the heat of thO a n)o»’'ato ct 

reproof to '^end to oni> of lii» oaptaiiH* oonid Bnd no iio'in r« ady to 
oarry it Hut Wilmot, who, in an open boat, ticnt anorretaTnfd 
amidst the storm of siioi 

Bnt his /opntation for bravery wa** not hhting ; he was reproach* 


uvEs oy ins wets. 


,u' ,, ) )^. 

eel wiili sUnldi^ «VA| 

xAmto m 

1# ai/'k>ry. of ,' v ^ 

early 

tally aib^W ik, bk twcist; 
i^bl^jpaly 'addkJtetl' htoelf te 
titi^b' bk 'pyi.myjplea were 

lo$t all eelitie of h^^rioust mferafut-i ' mi ■ 

. e*tno."aiWt tM'&ntWity of iatvii;w^b^be:;«^^''re^>l^^ ' 

c^jlf^'abeltered bkwjcktjtitiofis bebbd ■; .‘^ ‘ 

"^‘"be ejcoeHe4''io *'bat »Msy 

tvlae e^toiieft, to coop^patobs eagejfkencoiifagtsd bim in/ca^w, 
ho f/Uliafly' ia^^i'lged itj tilb ai''pe,.^fe^«fe4\to bar' 

' 'Wf»:f<k fiwhy wir-itoj^fber .ah . 

by £fe<|ueh.t .ebriety^'d to he . V'ji ' 

in tto wMehlt'ii jfiot' fw to 

honour i!fh«bouTO aii 4 are not ifcow <ii»tiuadir 

known, Ifttr^aMfcw a^jotixa ih tii«^ d^toe**, ajid^al- 

imya ao^ With .dentojcj^ij the, wMiJh 

heassutod, ' ., ' '■''• ’ ’" ■ ^ '■‘■I ' • 

■lie once ereotod a stage ^on-.^owsr-hi}},'' 
lace as ft mduntobank ; nhd^ ha«*hig made _|)hysh^i|aiit*’''of ''to s^j||v! 
u a^d to Ime i>rftd'teod it. aucoes^ll'y* ^’'’ • iv'';”’' J j. , . 

Be w«8 m tsmoh in fat'ottr.vritli: 'King OhnS'ld^' that ' 

om «P the gentlomoh of; the'h'ed-ooftjobey, OM 'OOii|rttolto‘'''l# 
Woodstock I'erk. ''itoiug'iB nefiv© and .tnfittlidiiyo witid.ke ntf-* 
vef, exce^ ha hia-t»aw>xyatohf nogl^ettt 

of »ludy i ht' road* >hnt,k Wsidom’’tt» much; 

that hc'IsmontiiJnod'.'bf 'Wodd', es^thh;;gi:t.ate«l: mdioliir of \AU the 
nobility, Sometinfee h^‘'jsei{ired-'i»to^^a cotiujtvyj nrid Amtused 
hifflj^elr with waiting ;' HWds, :ia aot;.i^t'^f*ond to coi'^he 

Ui». fftvohiite nuthcO?^ Boiton, 'and jn^BtigUah 

Cowley. ^ . ' ’" , "'5.''' 

TkoBt'ln w totoe of end gi^m Mutuality, -with 

intertiils of'atn'dy'ip^iispisjet ino3?as^,mtninah with nn wwed 
toiiipt of nil decency aodotidcf, h\*3^M‘'diwgardof ewry. moral, 
and a resolute dtsnlH^of oo|jig!itic>ii, hc'l^vod worth- 

Wr aiiil nseleaei; knCMfSSted'.Oaistoythd#e«d,^^ lavidb TO- 
liipttwtnme?»a :'iia^v#4^/Ai|4of ,{m®*a»«|^tojEy, Im M ^haawM. 
tho fund of lif< hb^d^.iifdWefifd to ct weakhese end 

decay. ' K'v" "' ■' '' . ' 

Ai th'iB time he Wft» W'te ap' aoqnaiatisivco with Br.^Bnrnct, to 
whom ho hdd upon, “with gr#t, freedom; ika wnor of his opinions, 
and the conrso of hie life, mi Sfpm. whom h) rocelvoit suclt oonvic* 
tion of the nk^oi^lenpsa of fdOTa! d^^y, nnd the truth of Chmti- 
anify, ft5 produceow tuthl change' boih'ofhia maianm and opiiuona. 
The aicocMittB of tkosesblutwry coifesponoea is given % Bnmet ih ft 
book, intituled *CSos3nfe Pfissages of tie Life and Xfewth. of Joihn, 
of Itoohester/' which the ciitic ought to read fer its eloganoo# 
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- ' ' , ^ 

tllie.plul^biir to iN)$: ihk aaki to U 

‘ aa in^uiy 'ili« 'otf#ma' 'aa;itoi(lsrm«a]fc, 

He MIJ0» ^e«>;T3J^^WI Ids 

ymr'i , 

Od'fr a > 1 ^ ■' '^'v* i'*' t' ■< ”' \ •< 

^ '; t0rd. eo(Uo^n3W\ 

- Wii| ;aHd' reitoatJte^pjJe'^ir iairily w8,(i>'^maatca exttaii- 

gV»<|3ml ' 

tiij^|a:};^d^|(m(li^tia«^'o^^ b6 otott' 

"^PW akfeti.ai a<®TO<»i^'und.l^^^ of ktolawi* 

m aot-yei^'aniW' exti'aitaiAd f iamd Jsi»‘p»«% 

m»^Kff‘^^i<hy' ,mrUt’:'a*ithj;witj^ its ph 

aa air ^of 

, ' cS" ^lin* iWWi'4,#40r0'’fc- !«»' 

,t|{«i'/or Hprao^ ^ fetife^, 'Sa^re 

TeriKsi’ a|»o^'3?d#i^L;aa<i 
gentfiae^ aa«i| perbai^ those tha ooIlectia» 

^ leisnt«Jpir<aw| «^aiw« of 

i9dnmpod»tddt7Vh%.fi^oea^^^ jdioi^'^auoh'ati ^WaHtof , 

i^(^Uoa , ', 'v-*/-^' ' ' -i. '■'' I r'-'''' ■' 

■ Hi» »osi|8 h'jivo iiO'|war\i <mto * %Hy M{^ liko otfeos? mxm, 

ia'ajawidi.^# aasy dimWoa aPl 

d^^rtdolt, ttb^ieife;ai^4iao<tot^d^ <{totia9^''|>Jac«ifofarti- 

tsdal dpdrtshiiv ^A^heyJai^:©^ bathavo 

. llis'iialtatioa'of ^ mcjtiai \% or nnhapf^. 

' In the reign ^ilf;Ofe^s^os the $ocpk4%«ga«'thJiiiiii|a|jiaU(^^ which hW 
'»iapobW»* ve57< taiciesit'^'l^ry 'to'js^pijt'tiiaeo; airid 

yieiiha,!^' few will bo tomd^'^oxso the 

t'hahin ^thie; 1!l^p vis»i^’$s«tto» la indeed .Arol«^$J ‘^t it 
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r*ot the fet 'Who, hfto ohoWi' tiw fedfdd to the boast. of his 

totS'Ufcy*^ , fherf. 

ahd critieojftho sijftooMh J’ W#? th'bl^h opnajph 

o^tpresses his xsai to^od iw^ot^fthn^’i,^ J'j;’ .';'• ‘-7 ' I 

Hi» works 'are. not i^lfhaU eilbjom.his 

tenm* ' * V''' v*; V'\, o'" -,r,’^ - 

’In eacaxoiiiittg miwt -'he -^.ionmdered 

liot only, a npgatlvto \mt a kind of positive aigtiifioation ; 
as I need not tor thiowsi, 1 Jm^vo nothing, and nothing is a power- 


lia IIVFS OP POBTb* 

lUl protector. In ifce tofc part of it ia Wte^a ne-* 

gatitoly j ;in tlie second it in f aken powtivoiyt IP Iji ono 

of Boilo^U^ mea it a QU«stk«^ wliot^war iwp34 vm n ^rm 

fa4fe r&f» md ihd it gate 

a mim iififtojoje sort pqeitha. IM? a 

ilftpoSthe mm, and lAualu a ^ iM fiw«t t 

3 V^ 

Kollijng, ttiou vldsr^bsofhtu cvNn op laljiikde- » 

In ilitabuOt t Icnov not aliaAr tp a atiiilPa 

Wkd5^ pmha, hf Wowfijrtw, i»mh t«^ld qtiaJttioe of 

i^ha^a, conUudcs with a pofcP m the^ . v 

Jam prfroUift tWfWttft eHi^iO<>cT|iURtti» 
Sw^«ttO»tllm,dr<kaaW^ ^ 

TetfW^o OcaotttWtte mta, ^p^ottpeNKjim 

Mm ta cd 

The efflw fe mmiiy With griat skiU throneU 

the ulmis tiotn; thotigh Bometooee in a (mhotdmfVU heB«o, tJio 
negatiTe notldngw inju3tdoH6i(y fi£lingkd» confounds the 

two senftft 

Another of Ins tleto$t vimrom pieees ih bis Jift»ap«w«ii on »*r C-or 
aSorgop, who, in a poem calkd **7^0 Tiajio of hJiAiKv bad^iWe 
lines like these * 

He cim pmb !«to*e rai^ingUt trav 

iHf Hirippoioo ATiH tnoo nin fttt nf, 

3 fjf MOf U) U, mmm e m tihw «U«rt. 

Thwti put xt 00" huffiioB CO^IM* 

Him, thus ei*l»in(nw*4‘ftw u mt >om owji, 

AnO couit tdeoL a» tv0) ndl«r oCIht tov>n 

This "was meant Of Kooheettir wl^oeo hadoou eoncoif was, 1 
pose, ,ihmug oitrti mentioned, that c' t>ry JMkn wouUhe a ton.tul 
ifhcdmbti, and dirw ftm him ^ho^e luiions vom^; to which 
Scroop made m reply an endijng w >Hj thtwe ItwrH 

Thou (MTO St hurt pp urtft « iSme u i0 thv i L word 

thy jtmn ir JeU *' hnrstaa*#* m »v oi'i 

OitheHitire sigaiw^ Mlin, Hocbcnf^r m only ihiti ic 
msxw wlun jiH i3njie«tt'« fa iikcn «|.way 

In all hi« wo* ks there a-hj^tbHuuiSATid yjg()ur,and evej^ wheie 
may he found tokens ol a I0amd which Rindj ndighf ha^o (arrlod to 
excellence. d"hat ntmfo nan he expected fwi a Jiie spent m oattn* 
tatioub contempt nf TCgttlarJtyj and eudctl lefoTo Us ahUities of 
many otnci men hc^n to hfi Strayed > 

1 qpoite irom mMaw* 
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Ttmiu, 01, V. 

aMit %% MAwm^ B*k«|n»*At 

. )li«iii£ti ftiJoif, )ft»taD laNmfc 

Munws 4:>tjii>4 

C *^qu(a AW InliiM iKisiti mi 
Immiinim tit Viadetmti# JlHfiLiioir limaiT a 

QnMnufh^tiaitt mtt pouittt ^*ttt*1>er que^iU., 

}So(m INtrte diim Verfltbt 
In von it jipfnA >1 tarn tuUil.^iO detpioe ^ ^ 

Kjumi niMl m gmr^ niiiSi prHji^iia %im>^ 

Hue Blc iS^m r^tM it4r«*lei bottiguea : 

liev» tkk^t^e qiAit^ nuUI p4<irtnii» 
iiWtiil t^Oaraii d^a^^»aut mtin, rtitcA, 

Atu^ieo indit^im niM^ eat (hmttnep, 

M qfu^euzmuo au& proKpioit afva, 

Aut fjoxjSitor liquiaiftortifni tsempleirtituistdwa 
Ooottun^s, ntlkU mtenttis &" ovgttilR' rytperw 
'^ImoiortaUnlhilf nihil omni })aj^b6atiu». 
iltm\ Mi hiti« innj^^sitaa it via d^viint p^ttbatut^ 

Knm quid hou^ro a^uiUj num unid digiAbitnur aria^ 
Oonfipentn Uens nlbU c^t jtxouixmvia aln^ae^ 
VwidhiUliriguo fqmoalua boirtq« 

ITlendiiia pratin, 3&«pl*y5l'i aiiiu ; 

In sanctuPi niml est^ Martlaquo tumuMrn; 
JnMeUi in pao«nihil> nihd oat Snfoedev^^ itiduin* 

FoUic otti nihil {iwtmi ha c ’infca TOnilU) 

Ken tinjti Snaidiaa , inpjendia ienjult : 

BoUiciiaa ijwrttiitnninlhfanb judioe 
lUe ispe inViotifl <l[td (wimb Ihtis 

y'^ononw flapifn**, nihil ibdinimtitf & eptat 
Soowitjikoieno ^r^*L*fa fuii Hsl awiimfeia rtuondjain^ 
nihil, ftttidioenj nuae intmiafeiimr unh 
Koc qnif' iti ludo wavAU ^UVonto, 

Ad tnagnufi quiA ducit opies, A i0dlld«h hhuomu 
Koaoo nihU uoaec||ertp!i^ food £ybhfagwt^ 

Fr»tto hafroie fhbp*, oui voi a^uneta ii^ptau 
Multi Mortnirlo fret! duw viwta turltic^ 

Ftira liqnofaoitint aimul^ & pattowmia Oftiawnt, 
ArcanoiiiFtaUtoa optui^ catbenibus Mfitek* 
i}\n Undt'm eahauiti dwbnia, firactiquo kbftp, 
Imreulnni atijua inveutum nildl wque requirant. 

Hoc dimetm non alia dooompoda posait 
Net? numoret hihym numenm quieallot ftrenfo ♦ 
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LTVty OF ttpn FOlTfl. 

Ei totftiiw nihil \ 

Tuqu«^ tibS lioiOt <ij£im?uin Wto , 

Owne^ itt naitttm jc4MW% 

Fa^j^ lua, iiibil 

%ntJ* ' 

f Ang^ Jobil, ei!»« .o^iyporii ^ngi. 

Ceriio ftiUil, ocrrti ow MMl ^Wne , 

lo<itiilur<idi} jt^miJi 4ti9 vaJwt#j&^ 
’’Absque op0 ffii»iAm^», & Ir^Hur ortiribua tjilk* 
^Abftqut>U»0<) rooUkq^Jto »)iibiTKr5ns»o vttgnj.wJ!v 

‘g^ori utiUus iiihu ar1»e i^tnileudi . ' 

rhomfo Tbe&aai* iJutttoiurti 

vaouKwu trAjecttuj AtqnAiitc 
liT^n leg At Jd«ii«) IHctmitt ib. veUioo gnob^* 
Vulmnibu^ ntbU AimuAtur A«M»m 

Vfixevit qn&tavja tmna iiuS*iUM bwtltur uadii^ 

Ad 8upe4r»*s iirto AiWi btitie rfiv^osjjudt ftb wrw. 

IiiftTAt nihil ibllrctit praocurdta icgiA, 
rArc(»y^mirti^ A j^a<ii;it]tnW pembtn* 

Obi uta Fbltsfet^is o%rupm i?nI>oi 
' FttWiien nibil poUbtiq* ictijt 
Voni^iUxt: iwi^cni wihil ralra w^Ji’nia wndi . 
i>ii'|xi ' niWI inr^ihuuU kngq cbtaibui plum 

Oommewi wut 1 \it t ufca »ilii3 jwAibxitsu»4 
HplendidiOti nihii W; nifcil eat tOm <icMiiquc» uiujiw, 
Bed fitvetn argulis iinp-ineca migw , 

N« tibi »i muU» laudejrrl oarcDiuA cUArU; 
lie mliilo nlbili fanOdu vcrpib. 




iiuBcojiiSiojr* 

WtsiTwonTn lUpl d IvrtVobipitm, vra^ ihe of 

l)ii|(iw and KtlKAbovb ''V'cftt'-'yHh fciii'r lu th'i E\il btrart^'Vl 
llo wsu? boiPtt ip h^iond during ibf H< vtHnfnin,') of s rajiord, VI Ua, 
bf'ingb^th Iii« nDole aad h,i« gAn biut hitt uwu <^UHiauxi‘. 

Uh fatbw, UilrU ](5arl d' Had b fx\ <‘c#nwj<od by 

("flhcr to the IVob’‘ tttiii lyligieb^ at»<I when i)u^ Fupi^i ruKolhoii 
broke out^ Sti’A<l«i'd, tbmkiug the tnaxlly ui Jogger hnui tb® 
fury of tao Jiitb# »‘onr f^r hui und,^ pbxM^d lum at Ids otvA 

8eat. in Yoikabirr, ifhoro qo wits Ipstin "tod f'l Latin which ho 
Jenrnoij »j hr to U wth puiity > though ho war 

never able to r^U^lTtl the tulrui d grimmor. 

Buck iis the ufeou^R givoti %y Hi', j'cbtiui, tVo-n T»ha»e not 05 oa 
Waller iiioRt of tW acoouni' mn«t be l>orrowe<l, IhoUjS^h I know 
wbethoj^-all that he relates is certain, The wietrui^ov whom ho as* 
RiAus to Hoscomimin Ir one Dr. Hall, by wboiu he cauuot mean the 
faitious Halij then an old man ahd a bishop. 
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Whm bfoW otttftip<>r» Sfcf fiijEEbii^, hk liftw«0 ww A flbelte 

m longer ;jmd IMm^ hy the adviije of tJilk«r, ym sent to ftwirii 
i^re ifKol’WtjftiynW m ujw0<sr4f7# *wi4 eontimied m 

stu41(&i?.ni^Bo4Art ^ 

PiUon^ who 34 a$ hu^hg nOroAdf lEnode groAt 

io rotlld W pteii t^\m yoairw old* 

eight Stolid im mt to Paoto^, |t otettw , that 

he uNija gTeiat u^IpoW, )ask‘y doiijStol 

^ ^ ^^tterttattumd ^ Ato^<^A«e <tf Ida 

^lio Tjor<l*Ho«comtti6h, heing «? boy 6f to y^ ago, at 
in J« omaridy, oiw day we», as! il Woto, mA% ritAivAgaut in tvkV- 
jng, toping, gettag ovtrr the tabto, hoAtda, tw>. Ho wao'' woot to 
be sober cikwgjx; their ^id, Qpd graat bodes no dlluth to 
bun’ In the hoiiit of to Otttavajmii dt, ha cito 01 !^^ '“My la- 
ther h dead," A fortiMjsbd^' after, now** oamo from Iteknd that hk 
fathi'T wae dead Thi# iocoiuvt I had tromIJr. hnoik^ who was 
hi) governor, and then wjith h3«i,-H5in*e «»ecr)jrtitty to the earl of 
Htrati&vrd , And, 1 havf^ IwArd to lostishn^'e mateiotw conflm tho 
Hftine/* A n I'f^ Sf* st 1 ^ 

Tho pn^nt Ag<p U wry hf t!o mclined to ihvonr any aocount oi 
this hind, mt wiU the na®nt‘ df Aabrey maoh reoomnJ'^nd it to 
oreaitl il onghif not, hdWi^yor, ti bo omitted, bect^nse bistto e>i 
dohott ot fi fit t ci»iML*>t eaftily be totid th*in h here offered, jmd H 
muHt to byjnt,wrvintf liparfi relations th&t we may attot jmd^m 
how xnTiok ttor t<j V logiided If wi stay to eaainme tins ac- 
<ount, w shall eee diihcnlties on totbt^dee, tore lethe relation 
ot a ftw.t givon by a man who h^ no interest to decrdve, and who 
could nor be de^cuved him<ie1f , tod Jiere k, Ou |Jie other hand, a 
xmraole wiui b produoM no ©ffed ; the cffdor of juatnre is mtorrup 
ted to dij*fi»)rcr not a futdro but o^iiyadkuefc cront, the knowledge 
oi wiiivh \M no imd to him to wh»mi it ia mmhsd, Beiwetm 
thesto difh^tiluifi, wtuoh w^y ftoll bo foutwi * fs teaaon 01 testi* 
mony 10 ha r* leotod • X b<^lmvo whafe ikborne says of m appear* 
anoa of uu^tit) may to applied to *>uob iai||mWsor anticipatiotw 
as thia ‘‘Do not wholk aljthir tbeJPh, tooanse tb«Anay to true, 
but do imti *a‘ilv trust itom, i>oc^ee they may to 
The atiite both of England a«q IfreUnd was al tto time sueb, 
that ho who wm absent fiom mttor ^omi^ to4 Uuk temp- 
taiion to Totum and thoc^dora #toni toMt Oswn, tra- 

velled into Italy, and aufb*^4 hiitoelf with itt tmimwlties, and pac- 
tioulany with modals, in which he Amtiired nnhdmmon skill 
At the Eestoratlon, with f|h« ^h&x frieito of touarchy, he came 
to Eaglaud, wm made captain of the ban^ of pefneiouerfl, and 
learned an much of the dksoluto^ of ih© <j*mrt:fthafc he addictod 
himself immoderately to gatoing, by which to vm cnpged in 
frequent quarrola, And which u^or^tedly brought upon him its 
mmal conoomitauts, extraTagance and dktroaa 
After some tune, a dispute about a part of his estate forced Mm 
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of ikj^'|;si«jme^'l^ iritli 
§M<09^im &r fday, 

UNSl'dito^ tiQ !<« i^oWIko ‘||fSs> jJ^itua^d to faU a 

';;’'|j[|^iii|^ti^lfi^.li« dj|rA bj tln^ .11D(Wel|^^ # W 

V' :irer|S -OTpIoy^d 

r^btloni iJijfit''4ip':4i^piii^W';^p(ao.,<^^ 

' ::^iiMBt;ii .wii^^;iii|«ir^<^5l#' 

/another : tJk 
.^'nmm asSsistinii. 

wb0,.;b^ of touiiyvMv 

avoid censuring *;tli% Mii|Aiie^ «f even n pkin 

»aifc of bldthoR a dfleenbdfp<Nj^ 14»0 wtla, ; to Ms 

krdfliiil^ on t«5« p ^nkei nf Ormond* 

trith yitji'lds tlmt ho might rc-" 

4gh hi» |>p|l;‘ of Oft|||ftlS of tho g#riii; tOM hia ffiond ; which for 
about f^;r8 t^j^tloman enjoj^it "li^n his deaths the 
duhe ratuibLna;ihn cimiimleition to his ^netnits beneJhctor.V . . 

When ho had finished his hn^po%ii<‘ returned to Ijfjndoii , was 
made maeter , of the Hum' to , tho Duchess of Y ork ; and maaTied 
the Lady Frances^ dat^J!^>f the tol of Buriihgton, and widow 
of Colonel Oohrtene;^, ^ 

He , now husihd hiii mind with iit#wy pt^l^ots* nftd formed the 
plan of a society fiwf refining our kngua^ and fixing his aiandaiyd^’ 
^*iii imitation^’ Sayjs ”of thoaa kii^ed^and polite sociot#' 

with which , he had boen^ a<Hlusl»fced In ihi» design to 

fi^iendDryd^ i« sai^ Wh:|ye^^sted 'Mmv.!-;'/- ' , ; .,. , ' ' 

Tho same 'leabtf, ^tiswoM hnofn, was rew^ by Dr. Hwift in" 
the mitotiy of Oxford j but it has’noyer j^inoo Wn pnblacly laen’r 
tinned, though ht ,tot t^o gtoat cxpe<‘ktmna were formed by 
some of its e«kSll4*m<mt nnd 4^ efTooisi. ,/,Snch a sooSefy might, 
perhaps, without »o collected : b«t that it w'onid 

prodnoo what is expected ft*em, it p^f!^ be doubted^ \ 

The Italian nat4mity;feome t ^ ha>e obtained Us end. The kn- 
gnage wg* re%od# nnduo fStei it has chtuiged but litt4e, f he 
French 'aead<py,,W^|^M‘''*^^^ *'hlfy ,3fefi'ned ':theii: iangaogB^. and 
doubtless thought lightly ; but the eyont has not shown that they 
fixed it^ ier the Fi5fe«5:h of tfisd pyi^enl timt* u very, difihrent from . 

that of the last oe^atniy.;' '* 

Tn this conhtry Sin ^imademy oouM he expected to do but lUitle, 
If ,nn aeademieian*s pkoe we«e piofitabk,^t would be given by in- 
terest ; if attend^ce were gtitwitoiis, U would ramly be pam* and 
no man would endnrh^lhe leaet ’ Unanimity is impossible, 

and debate w<k^ sepat^ thaassembl^^ 

But suppose philological decree made and prumnlgated, what 
would Jpita a»ihori|y^ Id afosolute governments, there is some- 
times a general reverence paid tn all that has the sanction of 
power, and the coimtenwxoo of greatness. How little tto is the 
state of oTir mvxfky needs not to be told We live b m age in 
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ns 

wl4o|i4^4kIii4 Xif |mbUoft^rti& ihskidtimat 

eafbroel 9:!h«^ia<;$ of m sM 9 iMi€niiiy would profoitidy be 

n»A bj di># they tia$m be sure to disobey tb«lni^ 

*Bm me img>Mt^ id iu dimfor ^of castn^H ofttumt 

be but Wbai preTeu^oa^ oasi be fboWidl The prteeut meuc 

temejif tbe autiofi would dMde eb^^orlQrj aud tb«te@kro ikotbjiog 
ill left but tbei ovoxy wHter sbould o^tiidfle buuMf* ^ 

Jill bop<!!i^ of uew Ufi»imy bstitt]#baa wore euppi»WM«| 

by the conieittiodB toibblenoA of*I!md Jimes’s re^f aud lUe^ 
eobtmou^ foreeooiuir tbot mm violent doueMou of tne Btato rw«s 
4ilt biiii4 purpj^d to retire tb l^oiue^ eljit»d|iag, ifhat "it was beet to 
ueet the ouimiiey wbo*^ ibe ehatbW einoMif e maA&an,^ 
wblcb the upplioetlou seeuia v|(fy wi w. 

Hie departure wee delayed by the gout $ aud ho was eo impatieut 
either of hludranoe or ol pai¥^, that he eubttutled hiinseff to a 
Freuoh empmc, who ie said to have repelled the dieeaao into hie 
, bowels. 1 

At the aioiueut Ih which he esipirod^ he Uttered^ with tm euergy 
of voloe that eapreased the most ibrveut devotiou, two Uuea ol hSs 
viauion of ** t>m Im ” s. 

aiy OcMiy my fiuh&r. «o4 aty uieMr 
3)0 tai Ionise mt m tht^ eoA 

He died in j aud was buried with great pomp lu Wujtuwn* 
jutei^Abboy. 

Htt poetical character u given by Mr, Fenton ' ''Ih bio writ- 
iufp*/* says Fenton, ‘‘we view the Inme of a mind Wbi<di was na« 
^tumlly wHoiia and solids ridhly fumlidied and adorned with all 
the ornaments of learning, nnafi^rtedlyt disposed in the most ele^ 
gant order. His imUiglnation might have "probably been more 
fnutfrll andiiprichtly, if his judgment had been less advere. But 
that severity (dSiveted in a mrnmdlm, ddar, suoDlnct style) oon« 
trilnited io make him so endnent in the didaotlOal manner, that no 
man, with justice, can afbrm be was aver eqnatlod by any of <mr 
nation, without cmifeaKing f£t the same time that be u inlbrinr to 
none. In R<une other klodit of wfiting ^nbnt jeem to have 
wanted dre attain the point csf perfection; but llo can attain 
itr 

From this account of iho riches «t his mind, who would not 
imagine that they bad been dla^^ayed in vuluMeli and numer* 
oua porforroaneea I VTho wOdlu not, alter ine p4sru«d of ihta cha- 
mtar^ be onrprisod to Imd that all the proofs of this genius, and 
knowhidge, and judgment, are not su^ident to fdrm a single book, 
or to app^ otherwise than in conjunction with the works of some 
other writer of the saino petty i^ae I But thus it is that obaracteri? 
are written * wo know eomewbat, and wo the rest. 'Hie 

observation, that hH Imagination wpnld probably have beer more 
firuitfnl and ftpritely, if hS jud^ent had been less eever®, may be 
answered, by a reiUai^ker somewhat itudined to cavil, by a contrary 
sttppoaition, that his judgment would probably have been leea 
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seterft, $f luswl Uto. mm kmt'fyl li i$ 3cidS<wt*l<ww 

ji& to ii»a^Datio» ; ii^r it aoap tiOt WP^ 

miBtoli^ve iM>o<SN41y \(M of oue us uavo mw^of ^ 

allojy *M J^)floom!wiv Fontou k)ft* lijo^^tood 

m m be <mg%t^04i<i v(^ y4 ycty tJftuob to hie 

i]b%t ho S» petliufn tijo Only 'writer In vem dis^ Aw* 
Bo:o ^ ohd tiiotj if there asre ,»o 4iiay or 4 g>f^t beautieo f A hSj» 
cKrtooeStidns 0$ 4 these of 4m eontemp orMfie^ wm m ot Imt 

fewer fiiultft. Kor i$ this w h%heet praiw ; for Mr.' Fi>po haK 
oolOhratod him m the waiter «f Xm$ Qharilos* ^dgti j , 

^ teliappsr J io *11 ObuCrllft*’ tfeya, t 

^ Et>^mWx Omy bO*$t» niOApottetl )«vi. 


His great worh ie hio llaeay on Torino, of t^-hioh 

Dryden writOft thti^i in tho preftiOt |p hl^ Mi>»cOUeiiie« t 

‘'It wait my t^wrd KofioommouV Bi^ on TnuwkteA VorRo/* Rays 
Dry dotij ^ w>iok Hhodli m u««h«?, till 1 tmod whether ot »o J was 
estj^bk of foUowinif hiw rtihjR^ anu of rkiduoijijf the speotilation into 
fmtiee. For many a fa^r ii poetiy k like a do- 

Dttotisfcration ift matbomatio#^ very Jj>ecionrf in the diagram, but 
faiUnff m the me\chanio opemtloo. i think I have generaily oh^ 
aervod his iiistruetliwa • i am sure my ios»on is snfbckntly w*n- 
vinoed b(»th of thoirtmth and usefriiuejfs ; whith, in othurww\ 
ia to eoijitjss no less a vanity than to fjret^nd that I have, at lei»t 
in planes, la^de exniuples to hm rules.’ 

ThiR doelariatbm of Bry^en wiUj 1 twh afraid, !«» fwn4 Vittfei 
more than ono of those enraortry dtilHlca whioh one author pays to 
another j f<>t when the sum of liOrd ilolujbintnon*'? preeepta i« cob ^ 
lected, It will not be eSay^to Abooror howthfy nan (ptalHy their 
reader for a better perf(>rnia»oo of translation thah ni»ght hu\o 
been attained by Me oWn rdlextiottS. 

He that f%k ahetmot his mi04 from Wm elegance of the poetry, 
and contine it to the SCUfie of the prOoippte, wiU find no other 
direction than that the imthor i^houMl SuiUblo to the translator's 
pnius ; that lie ahonld l“»c 41 . may de«*i\e a transUtion ; that 
he, who iritciide io rrahaiatJe him, sbo^lrt endeavour to Undorsiand 
him ; that nsjMydcnitv ehOUid bo studied, Ond unnt^ual and uncouth 
names sparing iiujeftcd t ^hat the ^tylo of the orJjcrinal should 
bo copied in its elevidiom and ilepr«R»ion, Ttujae are tile rplea that 
are oelcbrsted mm dehUitehnu iuiWtaa^tf a«d f<ir the delivery 
of which inanhind m much honour hue botm paid. Ito^ommon 
has indeed deserved hiS praiai^, hiMl thejrbem ^ven with discern- 
nmnt, and bestowed nn^t en ^hc rules ihomM<‘ly<jR, but the «lii with 


which they are introduced, and the decorations with which they 
are adorned. ^ 

1?he Essay, th' u^h MCrslly excellent !a not without its faults. 
The fitjjiy of Quaok borrowed fraxn BMileau, was not Worth the 
importation ,• he has confounded the British and Saxon mythology : 


l iprant tlmt ttm some moBey iiiol oak 
In Ooubb rhymes, our Thor aud W'oden siiolie. 
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M J (»4<3o» liaa obiwr««J» 

13M^f aiftd 1 % 0 /ftRd ir<K&>»wpre Sfcatom Of tli# mm 

&<>«»«> ltl>«sjr»ll| 4J®4ftiw3y hm »to Ieh^ 

& lnt<rflMSlttMtHJ *# 4 JoUjlf JpWl^M# «f ^J4# t«W«« ^ tm WW; 

I^itt po^ts 

Oviii « v. i 

Hw yiQtk n th« of Vt of Pootiy * 

im roooived, it* pi^ nel it 

mak vm», loft laetely « ft-* ^^*^£*“***£ 1 ^ 

«» a(« «#/ or «aM it can JutriBy 
)fiiitare» oad atnkjiig •iiaiagofta A poofti x^gmly aidaotio, 
rliyOio, m m utoM ^ pm«# jtllirt {^ toidor oiijy iSooJ;;toiXfe fdt 
totidliig to tie vemr ^ . j* » ^ r 

Having dwntandod IHia tV? difllonwH of ifytoo, no 

may itn^tly l?o < JtmiEtod to gSvc iMaim«4 of Hoiaoo Vj| 1 i «i* 
nctnc^ and to suppma Mnnibfcilty el scnliiawit iW ^ 
ol <t''^j')pe«wjng it bOwcv^T, bis tfuzi&lifiiioii vr*w not 

aatuf) 4 wbal h« found obg«dro, I do «ot ^t^now iUl be Im ever 


Amonff bfcisimtairt woikft, the folojiw of Vugil, unatho I)ifi 
! or. Aiip tnwUted, ibougb ib« beat liM in the />»<•» 
Ir l^ bomwed itx>m l>rjdnn fu mntn, aucoer^tog 3 >oets Uvo 
bott%>nO‘llrom liwviotnmio ^ , 

In tbavitrtiM ombo 3/»jpDog, iU*n»tonouaa, ibouQ.ua you m 
ij0€nnM<iy ^ftiiloundid , im4 tbe iowi ui tb< «ud U l^m Waller 
Hi «4 veflioUB of tbo two odes »t Home arc Bwde tnib great 
Hberty, wbleb jh »ot reooiupeimed by much ekgnuoo or vigowi. 

Hin pjlitM Tttaop aw si>!dglit!y, and wbeii they were written 
mt'^t hart Wn v«ry ^ ^ ^ 

Of ile «ioe}w di md tb(^ Mn, 

Philips lu lv»r leslte.s to t 'harlot Cattwol/fion guen thi» luslory 

** Loid ITosf omuuiii;' up uitaiuly me of the «io»4 pio- 

miairig young nobltmoA iu Irelauda Uulm paiapbiaaed a VuXm 
admimllv, Aud a M JPeh-t nh ^ory bnelv m we plfes 
mutU better tban Sir Biohard Fm^hau TJo^ vaa ondetUlrcD 
merely in <ou»plinKnt ti ituv wbolmpi>«u<Hitobiay the 

best »t< no ni It'dian, and the? wui*t in ISugUsh. He w^s nnJy two 
hours alK^ut it It Iwigin*? thus 

liewrb mij fO’Ovftji <aia 

(>j <nie«t Jwjfrtff, itwt^s ete»ft»l 


From tlie^f bnt,^ whioii are «uuce wdmowhat nfended, li appear 
that he did rot thiwk i Work of two how ht to endure ihf eyo ol 
oiitimia without re'iiSAl 

Wh( n hlra. Philips was in IrolopA eouaie ladies^ tb«t had s«en her 
tttm^aUon ol Pompey, leaolyed to bring li ou stage at Ihibliu , 
and, to promote taefr defrfjj^, tod Posoommon gaf^ Xh<jh » pro- 
logue, axid SJi Edward tiering an <i^pilogu<% ‘*wlmV’ 
arc uf thm Ixak I uirw saw*^' li to laanti 



Of Vmui Onittt, of tho tot «to«L to to® BngUA drMM, 

ii komtn f iior nii<3ire »ii;f |>&H' «(£ tm Wmo4 aib 
mplKir cftniafee i>l«afeatoin w^twng- ^ ^ ^ ^ 

He was born at in Bateex, Mw^h-S, tbe ^ of Ht- 
Bompbi^ Ofcway< reotor of Vfoolbeding. From WinobekUfwmool, 
wheti> bo wm «/«oatod, bo entered, m im, a oommoner of Obrfe^ 
Church; but left the nnivesiidi^ without » dagtw, wbetber for 
vvaut of m&nfi}p or firom impatience of a<s<*^en^it’nl restra}4ti> or 
mere ea^emesa to taiitiglc with ]tbo world k oo^t Iwiown. 

It seems likely that be in JMipe iX being bney and ooitjhpio%[ 
«UB , ft>r bo went to London, and commenced player, t»ut found 
bmiBell unable to gain any reputation on the etaga 
Tbia kind of inabiUty ho ^^bdred with S|mke*^ejre and Joneon, 
m be shared likewko swue of their excellencies, it seem* rwaeon- 
able to expect n great drataatic poet ehoutd Without didaculty 
become a gmt actor ; that he who can could expjess, that he 
who can excite pawsmu, should exhibit with great roadlimis its ex-' 
ternal mod*e8; hut since exjMti’onuc, has fully proved, that of these 
powers* whatever be their afhmhr, one may be posses'^cd in a gxest 
degree by him who has very uttlc of the other j it must be allowed 
that they depend upon dlO'erent faculties, nr on different u*c oi the 
same faculties, tliat tht Sicfcor mu4 have a pliancy of mien, a flexi- 
bility of couatenancu^imd a wicty of tones, which the|«M^i may 
bo easily supposed to want; nrldiht tht? aUemtion of tha^oet and 
the player have b«®n diffiormlly anployed ; the one hw boon mik* 
sidoring thought, and the other action^ w hai watched the heart# 
ond the othtr Contemplated the face. ^ , 

though he oonld nit gain sdurh notice a»*a player, hr felt in him- 
self ench powers os might for a dramatic author j and, in 

his twcUwy-flfth year, prndnood ** Alcbiadea,” a tragedy; 
whetW from the ^Alcibiade*^ of Palaprat 1 have not moans to 
uiomrR Lanihaine, the great detector uf plagiarifim, is silent, 
in 1C77 he published "Titna and JBorenice,'’ translated from 
Jlapin, with fte Cheats of ^oapinr from Mofloro; and in Iflfff# 
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^ % cfiftacdv, wWcb^ I»tet6r«r mi^ l)«i its 

im» upoxi It mini at Dtm^^tlNEbe iA I74d, hif»ad off 
the) stage Ibx mmmh^ awd o!?«d«nHj. 

‘ Vmi ef did aet ha Hkm i&p ex<^de my 

imm ^emu th^ dsiA|iMk^ of the Wi^lthjr md the My, if he hrotxght 
with him’ Anj pOwAra of Ot#Ay is S»i4 to hute 

hetia at this ^ma a^faito^ixito eemj^ion'Of the disaoltiha wits. But 
as he who diS0^ tao rxm»i m his oompunloai hto ho virtoh la 
those whom Oimy had m |>m‘|»o»o of ddsng 

mom fox him than to pav^his rcolr^iag* l^hey des&od Duly to dfiak 
stod laugh ; ijUoir fonaai'^t^ was without bonovf^ce, And their ^ 
miliarity without friondshii) Meu qf er}fci ojie of Otwftjjsfe 
tiographem, reoeired at that time uo favour from the great hut to 
shaaro their nets ; ‘^fiom w^Moh they were dteisied a^h to their 
ow« uarrow cirLumstauew. W^Wi thhylaTiguished iu poverty with- 
out the support oi cminenOe.*^ * 

Bourn exception^ howeviar mustvjto made, ^he JMl of Flymouthf 
owe of King Ohir% natural een% msocurel fur him a eomet^ eom^ 
mission in hocqo troop*; then seat Into Fhmdura. Bat Otway did 
not priMYpQr in his military ukaraciewt fox he soon left his commis- 
sion hehind him, whatever was the rOasiiU, and eajwe hack to Lott* 
don in extreme indigenes ; which Jioohfsster toeutiena with mercaloaa 
lUsoleuee In the SobmoU d the Poets ^ 

Tomlitvay cimen^ Tpjd $hS4«eU'3 dm <any* ^ 

G ^ m$ nw li wes lip nfitie hw of sny j 
’!>'»»• Carlw hlft ao unply tmA Ull^ih 
Th&t hts mhws % ts eaiw, aas !«>» hoe 'wem laikiUrdr 

But Ap»ho M min UMi mc6 cku tor stsger 
i prudetitly ^vl nol tldtik fit to ouaam « 

TOc fcwm pf « pl^yrh w, ihfe of aft age." 

Lon Carlas,” iVom wliieh he lA reprebeuted ae havkig received 
eo much henrIU, was played in 1 dT&. It appears l>y the lompooU; 
to faavi* hod gruai KuccfWi*, and is said to have keen played thirty 
nights together. Tkija howcvor^it is reasonable to donot* as so 
A oontinufineq of One play ttpou’thtt stage is a tery wide deviaUpU 
from the practice of tnat u«io ; when the ardour for iheatirlcal en- 
tertaiumc/itewas tiol? yotdiilused through the whole people, and the 
wiiduujco, f^oE'dsiing noaily of the same persoiw, cotdd he drawn to- 
gether o»l y by 1 arit? I y. ‘ 

The was eslrtbJied wr IdliO* fhijsiacmeof the few 

pjaya that keep po4so«ftion of tlie Rtsga, and lias pliatod for almost 
a oentUTv, through all thenvi^itndeis of drAMtito mMau, Of this 
play nothing new can casil)^ be said. It is a domestic tragedy drawn 
from middle hfo. Ur whole power Is upon the aftections ; for 
it is not written with much comproheusioii of thought, or el&< 

f »nce of expression* But if the heart k iatoreiDed many other 
oauUes may Im wanting, yet not be tdmd* « 

The same year produced *< The liistt^ attd fall of Caius Marius;” 
much of which Is bmowed from the ** Borneo mA J oiler of Bimke- 
speare. 
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IIYKS Ot THIj. POE Th- 


ill 1683 Uio llrst» aiid ncKxt t}»o 

of «l*Ue l*4oldi«T*9 Fortnuf*, two mvt loj^tsa; and in 

3685 hiei lafct and gnyatert draiDtaiiw work, **Ym^ Pw^rvod,*’ a 
tragedy. If Moll feitU contiudr* to i)e Jkvouniosof tke 

public, Thr waut iSooraiity in origiaiStll 

imd despiiniferfe ftooneanf v^e e^My wifc|i wki^ w» lia» diver- 
sified bis tragic action- By notoj|>»ring tbjs wilb tbo ** Orpbaw,** 
it wiii EpfMsar that hia wi^?e by nim bo^taoc. M 

hk language ipoiij entrgoUc, w atnklA;:^ pma^ apf m ©very 
Utmthj 4i»d tbe piUdic ?eoms to jiidgc subtly the fault* aud 
eqfe0ellencic& of thk play, that it u the xf^tk of a toaa ikot atteikivc 
tit deaeney, nor 2 ei;kl 6 Uis for virtu* } but of on^* W'bo ooncedved forci- 
bly, fi(nd dretf ougibftliy, by eonftultlag nainre in to* otm bire««t» 

Tofletber w^tb tbo»e playa be wrote the poem* wbxeb ar« in tlic 
presonf oolkc^op, afid trumdated fpom tbo lb© Hktory of 

the Triamvitate 

M\ thk wae perfoTmed before he wjw thirty four ymtn old , for 
he dW April 14, in a njaitncr which I wn utiwUling to 
mention. HAiing been compelled by hii* neoe^tiaa to ooutraot 
debts, and hunted, »* jg wupp^flued, by the terHei^i of ilie IttW, he 
retheisi to njmblkhout-e on hill, where he k said to haie 
died of waotj or, aft »f U trlatod by one of hk hiogi'npherK, by 
RWftllowing after a long fast, n picte ©f hrejid which charity 
had Aupnlled He want out, as is ic|>*a'tod[, naked, in the 

of niiuger, and, finding a gcntlcin tn in a m ighhotuing eoheo- 
house, askoa him for a shilUnf. The r«intit;»mau gave him a 
and Otway going* away, bnugbt n roll, and was choahad with tho 
first mouthfnh AH tbu*, 1 bepe, m not true; and there i* this 
ground of bettor Imjve, ihaf l^ope, who ISrotl near enoucih to be well 
informed, relaW, in fc|t«n«'w*R -Mcmoiaalp, that he died of afc\n 
caught by vdotont jiuisuit ol a thief iha+ had robbed oncoi his 
ft lends But that indk«nco, and it? t imcomitants, Hfnrow and 


de»j[)o»dency, hatd upon him, h ss never Wen denied, what- 

ever immediate cause m>4ht I rim' tim to the giav© 

Of the poems which the )ires»,u+ collection admits, the longest is 
the ‘^BoetV Complaint of hk MnsiV' pait ot which i do not undei'- 
stand , and m that which is Im obsenr^ I fmd kttlo^ ti> csommond. 
The lattguago is often gixwsls, and the nnmher* are harsh* (itway 
had not^much culti'sied vei**^heaficTi, wur luooh replenkbod hk 
mind with genemi knowledge* Kis prim ipU power waa in iin^ving 


loyalty-lie lived and died neglneted. 


« l^hia prekeo to ffwnoy’B Ait of Pawitiag 
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Btmmy lr|0 bo^m m tU $ti dr Mmh tm ikt qp1«Mlb 

iui Hartfprdj^r«. ^ of 

xaottAwImiii^ in Bnelitigbi^bire,' wbdie ibmilj » 

branoboi thejyCe&tiek WinUor^: bb» |2)otbA^ 

of Jphii Haip^^0» Of IlaxOpdon 1^ tbe «0 

liam]»4«o» the of rol^tUOj^. f ^ ^ ^ . 

Hl« fMer Uiod Hilo bo vtw y«i ati but bM b TOA^T 

ioootnOof fbjree thousd^id 6vo bu idred poundd ; rtiMng tio^* 

ibet the value of mope^r and the murni^ of iifo, wo lOuy rtckon 
moro that! ton thou^ahAat Ihoproiitu^t thoo, 

Ho wjiM «duo«t<4» ht tbo uAiv of hw mothOr, ot Bton^ »ttd lo 
lOpi^od floou afwrwardH U» Kin^f'b Ovlh'ge^ io Oaiubtltlge He 
sent to porHamcut in his e>^htee?Hh» U* tM in iRi^tOc^atli 
and frc'oueuded the wnirt of fiapioa th** Fjfet, where he heard « vi^rf 
remathahio eeuversttiion, wMoh the writer <4^ his Llf* iwe^jired ty 
hi» Woiicii who fteetna to hat*e been well iafoi ufted of fSiot** thoutth 
ho may aomotioieo err m e^i^nology, haa doUt^ed aa indubitably 
coTtaiw " V 

** Ho fopsind Doctor Andrews, Hwhob of Wineh^sster, and t)< tiot 
jSeale, Biahop of Durham, Rtanding Whind hi» Majosty's ohatr,* 
and there happoUeii RometWw^ extraordinary/* contiotice rhid 
writer, ill the omtvorofttion thoae protates bad With the 
on which Mr WaBer did oHen uthcr His hf*>jerty wkt-d the 
hifchopiss, *|d} h>id», cannot 1 take iny luVdects money when 
I want 5t without all this fomaluy of pmUaM.ent'* The 
Biabop of Durham nndlly amwf‘red» *Q<'d 'fwUd» hhfc 
you bhouUl * you are the breafh of ont ifoMriht Whiifmipm 
the kinjr tuviKjd, aud said to tlm bieboo ot WjniQJmter^ ^ 
my loid, what say vuu <* rophed the bishop, **1 h^va 

no tkiJl in parilj^meniary c.iaos*" The Kim? unawerod, ‘ }ti* pht ' (Ik, 
my 3«nd ; anwwer mo i>tescntiy/ *Then, HJr/ e*^id be* *4 tfcnak it 4a 
lawful for you to <akeniji hrothet Krale*e money/ tor fieotleiM it 
Hr, Waller mid, the couipany pissed wii th^kue^ or, and 
the vtii of it w*H3mod to aft'it the K.?hg; for a <jert?^Sti lord eoudng 
in soon after, bin majeHty emd ou^ * Oh, iny hird^ thty «ey jf^ou 
with my lady, Kir, «ay« hie lurdeliiy) in cQjkfuiinn : *h«U I 

like her company, becam^e eh® hai eo mueh Wii/ * Why, then/ 
Bays iho King, *do you apt ixg with Kord (jf 'V^ incbefttfei 
there " 

W aller’e poll Ui‘al and poetical UfAt bogaU a^BUrly iogO^hor. I n Id'i 
eighteenth year he wrote the poelK^hai anpeau ta his worU, on 
the Prinee*B Escape ** at Sti* iidero f* a which juftifiesi the 
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LlVUS OjP THE rOETS. 


ky (^f Mi edUotii^ 14^-. 

cUy Jiike'lBisImeti, a4yle wiiiijh 

war#, ^C tot 

kmw vfBi^ WTOtiO M tvrmiY, 

W tmt , 

portal 

’’iBrl^, relates, he <soiife4©dA^ti>i4^i(^>^^^^ 

xtuuibera, 'it^% ' 

, im ^i^mdy femed »^c|i ^ate% of .'ji^triisil .4i4ie'|>©w 

Tafterka>4» ^©ch »eeSed, ior mmk ^eave'emd ^ ;^3D(^0a^^ 

,w«?0j^ed‘ his 'jndw^^etft icx|He^'iia»e6,:an4,^ 

' glkdwdly ‘^poti Imt. !wha^^ was. ac^i^wj 

by XliSahaaK^ w(iS . ,m , 
fh'O ii^t jioeiqttfcof ^ W<il)i'ih© atibj^ct k 

-Mr. Feaion tej>e't|ie ^ddroasii,.^#^ Quee^^#bieib M , 

4e,ia .a^^ariaai^iy ; im the natie^i*© o}»%a^ 

i^02ja.ifce^ter'fi!©*|0©nl;' pTegaawey^.prow} tliajk '^hf^ 

4m nid mauy ehjidre^i W'e .bftT© 4»©T4k© 4 #1/ 

-peietical pm<idoilut>) b^lore. wliieb ibe.ihttrdor «if • 44© of 
mckh^^sa^ -Ooc^mmd ; the steadinesi iWith wiiiis^ tlm M^g «©« 

mved the ners la the oliapel deserved iade^, to mouod Jram 
oblsviaj'i, ,.; * 

Xekher iMCcea t1bat;#teeiii it© aafry wdt dvja dates, cf>tild 

Mvi» ibee?i‘.fclie#hdd?ft ^tiuw^Ki .ff to|2y. %kfih'o.yom&0t0t^ tko priaca’s 
esojm* fche prwiletioa of hk tharmg^ tho'JPrbeW of .Prawc© 
jftwfit have, jbeea written after the ot^i;Jix the other, ike promwas 
eftbo Kitiff'e kladnesa to ^the do&o^aiita of .Baokioffhi^ wkiak 
coiiltl not fie properly prati^ till iisia«i >app«ftre4.by its effect 
khew tliat'ti,®*^ reri^on and |mjipoW>eat It is, not 

iini-wn tb-'^i ikey were pdblwihed tiil they ap^tred tit‘terwa*da 
with olker ., 

,' ' WalUr’W*is'‘not,one of those of f^aia© who ,cttlti rate ilmir 

j'Wtk at tke leJcpei^efi of their k^rUinea., Kiok »a he wto^ by, i^hiarb 
t'kffe, ketaoh^'r4re,,mly U> ^vow ri«her» by '"as^rang^M^^.' Banks, 
a gi^t ke^re^ in fko p\iy, \ whom ino interest of court 'Waa em- 
ployed to obtain,; for 'Mr. 'P'rofi?.' .Bering ,klm afion^ Who 

4'kd yonw,?, and a d^^htoyWho wao'kfterwajds^^nio4io Mr. 

^ pormer,', of j>??for*kl4r’^'ihe-afe'dl and 'l^ikithk wwwor 

ofabotit to pleaeo kime-eht.wkb 

ai^ioUmT snatrjjage.y'-, J '■.■J/i , , " ,' 

IVithg too 'to rofiki kakkty, and^rofiabjy too rain to think 
himfieH hk half fonaiy„An4 half 

ambitien%., it^)ok:'^iik^,lrAdy: ddkt dan^hter of 

0e B^ri ui 'Lw«ter, whom he,cot«^e'4 by aU thsj>o{itry in whioh 
l:J;j,(?HarUsu ia Mwateii'ike.,|i^^ia^ ^derivit'd from the liatk 4»,|>' 
pdkyjon orftii|>T> k any thihif. aepirifclci*» 

mildaoH 'd^li #>'d'nati^,Bnch £ifii''eAck:-es ralhor tedorae^ 

, ^ rr«ii.«<( ty hid Fete, 
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ihwi ^ fiiloh m, #it1i is 

ntinsu^ ^Noiitytb^ ot ^ i 

hmnij, 

of ki% ivaidimi^ous Ijiiflfnence, -on wfeom io looks with 

AWMiloxi^. *irho«ip m though 

ii» iiaj% ^ that 

fIMtfiit -I 

Hte t^Hli ihfc 4#so ffl!W%Hi)w>op3^r- 

t<(tAiiy of sS« uPoi ^ So ooWuiolbyAho 

|K»w«i !0 of rme, but hfe it Ib w^d, Wisdom, 

jnd tfwo biuj away to solaoo bis aliia^^n^Gat yw 4m«rot ^ 
ghlllis. Sbo »(^atji«d ia tCfg9 the 

Kewborry in the Kmgjft oaa^ ; aad» iiSi her oW %e» iie^g eoT»e" 
irherevrt^ WallOr^ai|^ hb^^ wWa be voalde^iu Witeeeob 
YK^ upon her ; Whoa ycm ifero a* young* MadaV aaidife, *<ao4 
as banosome as you i^erd ibisii.'* , 

In this part of hk Uta itwus tbnfe he urut khewn to Clatcjndon^ 
ftbxotig the rest of the men who wuitf eudnoStt in that ago ibr genins 




not deeoend from her mk U hk emhtaoes, noh think evoty txoel- 
lence oomnrieed ia tnt. 

The liOdy uaa* indeed^ in^orabte ^ bpt hfs nneommon ' uabhea- 
lions, though they had power ^6n her, recommended him to 
the soholam and etatesmon ; and undoubtedly many beauUfS of 
that tism^ howew they mkhi to lovd# were i^oud of his 

praises. Who they w<we wndiEn he dignifies pith poOtUhd names, 
cannot now be known. Alfioret, aooording to Mr. Fouton, was the 
Lady BopMa Murray Perhajw by traditions presm ed in families 
more may be discovered, 

From the vemes written at l^onshusrirt, H has bcsen oolleoted, that 
he diverted bin disappointment by a voyage; and hk biogr!4)her«> 
from his poem tm mo Whales, think it not improbable that be 
vledted the Bermudas i but if«»een» ipurh ipore likely that he 
should mxmo himsolf with toiming an imaginary scene, than that 
so important an incident, rts a visit to America, haro been 

left fioating in oonjeetural pruoabiUtyi 

From his tvfenty eighth to his thirty fifth yq»r, h« wrute Uls 
pieces on the Iteductlon of Sallee; the Eopaiution of St PauVs; 
is) the King on his Navy, ihO pmMMrSo on me Qtioen Mother; 
the two poems to the Karl of Ko^umwsrhmd ; perhaps others, 
of which the time cannot tmdnmovoroftt,. 

When he had lost airhopes of Ssdtomh hh iOofeod round hun 
for an easier conquest, and gaiiied a Inly tff the itolly of Bresae, or 
Bresu3t. The tune of liis marriage h pOt e3tac4y toown. It has 
woe been discovered that to wlfis ms wtm by hk pootiv, nor is any 
thing told of her, but that she brOlght him many didldren.^ Me 
doubtless praised some whom he would have been afraid t» many, 
and perhaps married one whom ho would have been ashamed to 
praise, many qualities oontribute to domestic happiness, upon 
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Xfhiiih to bmtew ; mi mt^f md 

h^ wlio 1PUtt««» ^ 

prove, dfciw ti#>rt»ii1} Aftpoj*^ Ko 

firDOtitafile ft ttobler then A hUuse * ^ ^ 

hi^tfkm imv«k»(»^^t »1>« 

m lo^^fcSwa <tf f!i«fli|i|(MBi j« if wmwiiii ^ u 
tmong those %lth »ho!a U 
iiin^ eawoy^ m mhwmt Ibttimii tl0 
ilhe^ef An^epni^uet treifli^ 

£ m» however ^ ^,kfsiiw«4|i' of 

aei?tf<«i<ni»pij»«eaihjrthe|^ I 

Hfhm the pedlmeiit trurii h if40* it »ppeeJise4 tfeht 
had heen Jmbhes f ht 
^AAUplIjr ^i!im«i nakj jboeb’h^S^SA jfls- 
al^t^ M m^teSht )^l«rV a epeoi:^ 4^1ed wHh 


IPoHUeal tmik l» eqtiellj $ix te|fer from the irthieet of 
deufttere, etid the (scckmetdoEie of peMoU. 

He then proceeds tp ralt at the m^gs^ heinf et that ttkoo of 
a fhyoureme aodSwiOe. wi “idU always serte Jti# 

porwiW ; aft wisatioo of &<5titt| 

aad he eachOTta the Oonuneike cWfoUy to provide for their ptoteo' 
tipift ep(Am«t Fulpit lc'«v. 

U always ^vitiftoa ooxioolty to a oentimonit. •Wwler has i« 
hie ep<*eeh quoted ^eokei in ofto ^ And Su" aftother has 

copied hixa, withopt qnotiftS!* *' ltel‘d»en,'' fifty fe M' idler, ought to 
be the fireit thing b our pmposa and bdt that whieh i» 

tet in dignity ia not always to pr'6oede Sn order <lif ii»ue j for well' 
Wng euppoeea a being ; and tha ftret <ufpedrSQMit which ipfeh ua 
totally eadoavour to reuiove, is the waht of those thiugs without 
which they tsanaoi |ubBiet. IM tot mlfi^d unto Adam maiute* 
nauoe of Uf«ir attod |^ve htw a title to hhenevt of the creattwes be- 
fore he appointed a law to ubserve.* 

♦‘<>od tot aStiipieS m^ Hotdter, ^'mainteuimoe Uf We, ma 

then appointed hiih4 Ikw-^ uj^va--True it U thai^he hbgdom of 
Ood must be the ftietthluffm eur purpose auddeefr^; butiw* 
»m«h n» a righteous life pfWPpesetb Ufe, ipaemueh as to live vir- 
tttoualy ii i<? liUpOeftihle^ eA<aept we live i therefore the tot Itupedi* 
xUent which upfandiy we endeavour to mhove ia penury, and want 
of ihiftge without We oasuot l|Ve/" B. 1. H<.ct U, 

’The speech is tdhomettt i'lmt the great poeitioa, thot grievantsea 
ought to bo l^fore euppriei airej muted, it apceaMe 

enough iolaWund reason t iM was Walter^ it his biotopoi may 
be oAdiVesl. ruch au enmf m the Kii4 «« not i)o wUh hie dis- 
trewes lightened ; for be relito, that the I^ing «eni particularly 
to Waller, to aeooud hia drtand of some »ulW3ie» to pay o4 the 
army ; and Sir Henry Tane objeothsg agaxto tot voting a aup|)jj| 




a* |e «4i, ** l m jmUm 

mi ^mw t]be lS>g% ^Wii > '.w m fhmm 

<»03|iuilkt ^ aiMi I# 0«4 lifi wl ot Rt 



md lim c6n»!i|l«Sirnd l>y tftfe ^ ^ 

U^ty iind ac^Hmo&iou^ ^ l»<» ^ ' 

of J ms^ <Jra<»l<*>, M m opinion l» fmm fttmij^oi^i ^ Wss 
tp* (w?|>E that hednl 4wappoliti l^[<^i3r ^sxpOet<i^% He 
wee j^ot»obly th« m me t^w^e Jlj^pdepi W “Mn 

paii^lbaiarly xt aii% bj« 

^cne^mlijr to ttjong^bt 

wtm no^ koiffoif^ a bi^c^ iO ii'or aioiifted fbeir 

c^fnittiia Wboti %ht ipeat qnesiiou, wbetScsr Gpiocso^^iy oi^t to 
bt abolii»li^4 dehtiM, bo epoUc fkgstimi thoinpov^weiaoee^/* 
roiftonubly, m tmt it i» ftof witl^Ottidmt to 
kia wm tb.>vt hia apeec^ n^m m foUoi^ Milierio 

OjtiftitUd m kia l^q^k». 

** “ Thorft k no n/wibt bnt ibe of Ts^liat ibk «x!|bon had »ttf 
fcrod iHsn ibe \ resent Bwiboj>e k&tb ^produced these ooinplwntit 
ns\(i tfhe ttaprcbenaioufl xnen ltft?o of eufieria^ the bhe* in to 
comtj ioiaKe m mmy doftire the efny of JBipkcoph&y « hat I 
mnmh0 it }a posisihle that we ttc^^ now, te^e a right xsoeew 
oi the ni’nds of the people by their peUttonr , for, when thet «ah' 
ealh w! the m, the Bedtops yrerenrni^ wkn a tej^itswinjouesio^ 
of making neu canoni^ ini posing new oate andthplihe, hat now 
we havi uisenn^Mi them of that power pe^iioiiohi lately 

did look vp<^n %Htopaoy a»a ^eost armed with knd diafa; 
hut now that no have cat and pared them (arijdwyiu we t^ee«3a«ko, 

) et rtdn^ e it iiiio nas rower hotiada), It may, perhhpSi 1f>e mtre agree* 
aWe, Howsofl^tn if ihey be #4x11 in peiSfirm,^!# he#i»«e m ooherly 
to ooof^ldei the nght m and anti<inity ihemrt and not to omnpJy 
fhiihor tntJ* a general d<Mfo^ thm fh»ey iian«d with a generalt 
»* we have alre<idyahewed, that fokeopaoy and the eeite thereof 
are mingled like nator and oil ; 'We Shve aleot ittjpartr fteverod them , 
bufc I believe yon will that otir laws mi w preepat govern- 
ment oi thi Church 43t& intnigled like wine and. waior , so uosepara 
bK that *he abrogation ofi oiIja#»h a huiidrodeif nnr law® la deaired 
in these petitions I have eHen hoard h noble of the kords, 

coBimeudcd in this homs^ to h proposiUon of liktitfdnTe, but of leas 
conaequonce , they gave po other lutmn jf ihtdi ipafhaal b^t this, 
umft 4nf^tw it |rlk thp who m answered 


wrtiw^ VfS^ JSw^^ ftw a p#p«V |«waWd at that hm hr the 


m 


iins ot «« points. 

th«i 3 t j Dit^d ii l«»o(mw the dignity mA triidoja if 
to «iaewi($r iW i^eopH now* iHth a Wuwiw 

«r^ mmA vith n jimm ef ImAk Agninel the 
Bieh «^ ; #hicih, t coif^ tdhm »iim«ime to ih^M^nce; fori 
kwah upon Hpisooprcy «e n o<^uhi<to»<5iep, er of^iroft j irhieh If it 
hetnhen thie eseaidt of theipeople, iiuil^ wlthel^ fhSs tuyeteiyp 
once JWBveahsd, ThcU m miMt thm ^kit(0 nA it (A«# 

U itotipi, m xmy, in the nent hm^ heed a teekio AsM. 
mi piuperty, a?; woliave lately aad to lucover it feom tie l^ur^ 
Mti ve. if OT xonltipiying haode And pnUiXotiUf they preueil fbr nil 
^Itmtity ia things oeclo3lel)tiodl,4h6 ueaci demand pe^pa may hd 
Lcr Apdfla, the liho eouhlity Jh thii^ tempoiul^ 

"Tfie Koman story tells iil|^ f hat trhen tl^ peoplfWan to doch 
about the seuaie^ end veto more mi:i^ue to minot amdltudw uM 
urm don^th&a toobefith^ OomSuonwealth eomoamto mlu: 

% !ir /vitjpijji gipw qmohlytoheo ypm and after# 

en their le^# M found tM they oottlu make a Diotator, they 
netet eutlbred the Senate to hare a yolee anv tuore So eu<d^ eleotaon. 

*^lf these great inuorationa prooeed# t aball expect a flat and 
Intel, in learning too# as well aa in ohorch preferments ; Bmm 
aiitArtfs, ^ud though It be trae, that grays and pious men do 
study for learningjuke, aUd embraoe virtue thr itself j yet It is true 
that youth, whiim is the season when learning is gotten# Is not 
without amhitioxi , nor will ever tahe pains to exeelin aoy thing# 
when there is not some hope of eneeHIng others in reUard and dig' 
nity. 

*^!Phere are two reasons ohiedy alleged ag^si oar dhureV 
goyemment. 

First, scripture^ whieh, m aom6 men thinh# points out another 
form, * ' 

“Second, the abuses of the present superiow. 

''For Scripturo, I will not dieputo it In this plaoe ; but I am 
oonhdent that# wheneyer an equa! division of lamu and goods slmU 
be desired# there will be as Woy places in Scftipture found ontj 
which seam U that; dS ihm are now alleged against tbo 
prelacy or preihrmewt of tnd Church. And as for abuses, where 
you are now in tho llemoMldWhee told W^hat this andihat poor man 
hath suffered bjrthw Bishops, you may bo prosenied with a thousand 
instances of poor men that hate hochivOd hard meaanre flom i^hsbr 
landlords * aUd of worldly goods abused# to the injury of othem, 
and disadyartage of the owners. iif 
“And, theretore, Mr. Speaker, my humble motion is, Ifhat wo 
may settle men^s minds hmiu «* and by a ^estum# declare our te« 
solution# to reform, that is# not to abolish# Episcopacy.'^ 

It cannot buuMwilhed that be# who couldspeak in this manner# 
had h^ able to act with spirit md uniformity. 

When the Commons be^ to set the royal authority at open 
deiianoe, Wallet is said to Imve Withdrawn th^ bouse, and fo 
have returned with the £ing^ permissiou : and s^en the Bug set 
up hie standardi he sent mm a thousaaa bxoadrpieomi He oom 





m 


upon 

jKO'lpt^ied ')b^''ti(|}’ raasliiunontt?- troki. w|i|l^:w£i;^i^''OE1^oM; 
la^^'Krton 1hh% pr6m^*.tl)« |ti»jj|i«id to&iai, ” IJ^ujgJ^ 
wre t1i^'l»^;y^n iiot;^„ loi^i^t ^fche loafiftj,'^ '’^v^otir/’ 

Wl^ifclock, 

1)^1^ /|;|yidu9%,ij^ipiK to tJio ‘TOfi'»‘'Jtnc>wlj9dgo;' ol' tb^-, j^;, 'In 
vrkhk «i)^«iar^ idibiln^Vds:. te ,bee^l,e^pi^dt «!?%# 

tbfft f atfiftsdiftjfti foiJtobs, p^obafryit^' W^res tbAt lii^ 

atti^t to plt^m^fi lif l«^faj oWf frote o^ tjo 

Kbaig^ te^«it|«Bft.: Wbitlo^k , h!i :^bavi%ir at 

D^eford : boo^aA aeltt 'WiOi #Bfi'«m .Wbora i® ^<54 Jiomp^o >bo comt 
ixuadof);. blit oboof 1^10 to wnoib thA tiiast of 

ju-iw itupaned^ ■':, '^'’':c" ;■• '*v ''* ^, b ..* / 

3?be eogaiiromeni, faioWn by namo bC aoo» 

..Hl. .^^Sl Ti UJ ISIT^.'II.^-. il'*. A k.^..Al'. •’ 'tLi__ 




wa» clerk of tb« QtUA«rt^ ssotwooi!, ^4 the »^6 time bad a 
KaiummB acijuaiptunoo* ci^y". Waller 

and bt\ coBvem*^ with ^pfoat iponMent^.^ told botbiKeir owti secrets 
and tbosoaf tbelt, friend#,;' and amej^ngi the rPe aktent of tbeir 
oonvewakon, imaging that they fotind in the aw^rity of all ranks 
^eat disapprobatik)!! of iboMii'ioienoe of fbe Cozumone, and unirib 
Ungness to continne tlm vat; They knevr that many faronred the 
King, wlioftO fear concealed tb«i* b^aitS^ ; nud many desired peace, 
though they durst jmt opw# the clainour,for j.-^d they ima- 
gtod that, if these who lind/Jtbeee good, in- 
thmaed of their own fitutogtfetahd e^blod by ii^i^lldgepcj to not 
together, they might nyeipower the fuijy of mitiom Ity yeftwing %o 
comply mth tl^e oidinimoe for the^twontii^th, 
taiEety levied for the supnoirt pf the reb4 by unxtipggroat 

numhers in a petition m peaces ^ ,lhey great eau- 

to* Three only mot 4n ope plm^ asad ho-macn was hflowed to , im- 
part the pfct to more ,iih?«io I’Wu ,n|h^ ; so thK u any should bo 
suspected or seiaed, inbr^bah, three could not be ehditngered. 

I^rd Oonway joitoi^ the d«^%u, and, l^^rendon imagines, iii' 
oidentally mingled, <^1x0 was a soldier, somej^grtiajl hopes or pro^' 
jects, which, however^ Twei^ only montoed, ilmton design being 
to bring the loyal itobtotsto the h»bwledgkJhV?^^ 
which purpose there jto be appointed one in every district, to 

dhiiringixlsh the Mends j?f the; Skg^ ,jth,0 adhjjrenth to the^arlia- 
ftttd the neutrais* , How far they pjroc^edkoes not appear ; 
:iib result cf their iiw^uiry,^as Fysa demaiid, to Chat without the 
tols^ for one, w i3tere were five for them*— 
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Wbethor tSifa «aid Stum kndwledgd (sor jferfiftpsi 

HI ^ opiniotii of Uaireodoii. tliiisfc in Wkllfei-’A nlim, m violonoe 
ot «ft1j|fttinary nj-ti^tanco wuh 00i!r)pfi6iad> thafefw^ mteodod to 
^Uttt the oopfidaiioo of th« j^hma hj public dotslat&tlonji^ to 
wcakoo their power by m 6 p^ipx^kh% to mw ’This, in 

calmet time**, attti more than nmflio without icw* . btU aucli 
trefe the acrimoDy of the Cm^m^ that no mode of j^Btarnddifg 
them was safe, ' W' 

Abodt thH time another do%A fofmw by Six FiehOlaa 
Ojd^pe, a man of loyalty, thnt aeeerree pefpetnM arm^l)XanOo ; 
when he wa» a merchant in the city^ ko uave and protmmd tbe 
Kin«, in ©xijfenciea, a hondind tmmaaM pounds j tmd, when 
he was dnyen from the exohangn, rajAe<l% regiment^ tmd com- 
manded it. . ^ s ^ 

Sir SiOhoth© fiai:t$red hirftaelf wHh an opinion, that acute pro- 
tncatior; orould fiO tfmdh e^caeperate, or *©0x110 oppcHnnity m mudb 
enconrage, the hinjSfa frienda in the City, that they would break mi, 
in opiun n.‘-*dAtanoe, and wauld then nuly want a lawful stindand, and 
an aathorisrd commander,* and eictorteil from fho kitig, Whole 
jtniirment fmiaentJy yielded to Jmporaunity, acclnihiwiott of array, 
directod b*- though proper tp nominate, which waa mnt to lUm* 
doll hy the Lady Aubigucy. She knew *»ot what she caifried, but 
w>iK t<* deliver it on the ^ommunicotlon of a certain token, Which 
Svr NichohiH iTuparted. * 

'This commission could only be intended to Me toady tjll the time 
should require it. To have attempted to talftc aay forces would 
have boon certain destruction j !fc ooaldbeof use only w*hcn the 
force** should appear. Tni» wiwi, bowetor, an act preparatory to 
inarttal hostility Criipe would undOttotoJly |mt An end to the 
aew*ion of parliiment. had lIi^ atmgih Wh 0<jnai to hU aoaj ; and 
out of th© doilgn of Criapa, which InVdjif^ \ny little dangct* mid 
that of Waller, which waA an act p^uTety civil, they pompOttnadd a 
horrid and dreadful plot. ' 

Tiif‘ di-^’overy of WaHefs detdgn i»^ yaHon^ly related. In Cla- 
r<»ndon’a Htnfory/' it i-^told that atcivant of Tomkytw, lurking be- 
hind the lidn^ings when hi** master waA in conference with WaMeXj 
heard enough to qtialily him fur an Infbrmer, and earned his intel- 
ligence to fytd, A manusCfjpft quoted It* the Life of Waller/’ 
rc}.iie*(, that ** W'as betrayed by h1« sister ?ite, and her Fresby- 
iertan chaplflln, Mr. 'Good©, who atoU lomeof hh papers; and, if 
he h id 7U>^ HtratuiMy dreamed the night before, that hlaaiiter had 
betrayed him, and therenjmu burned the rest of thepapem by the 
6re that was in hiS chimney, he had certainly loet ius life by li''— 
The que-srhm cigmit be decided, tt Si apt unreasouablO to believe 
that the in pbwer, receiving iutoUigenoe from the ftistey, would 
emplcff^the #ert^anfc of TomkynA to lUteu to g ohnference, that th^ 
might avoid anm^a so o)|ehtiivd u iUrni of deetroylug the broker by 
the sliter’8 testimouy. # 

The plot was pumiihed in th© molt teitific manner. 
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Ott tlie of 164?, n nol^W 4^1 whiiti ikey 
IJtftmiiug to tile eeiwttfi* a tke pwijk* awa 

nanai'ft^ei trfe errand to l*¥m» ipho ^rli|fw<4 4t to otiie*^ w t 
pkocd lil«e| aod tWi ifstit of ihb ctiiirooi 

loaviii|5 tbe rm k eitoMe istorf «(J3!Wa«^wd»t jf^ey ijibmodwteiy 
se»t kimpde to"" ipJam W&» appi'ehfturfcft xwiQ'4i ana 
Weillr; yet tielMroil ^tjbkg bkt thM kafew* k«4 
<SI^. mm ijAkt It^ai^ m the at; 

t^ere «ooa io be deJit^awS iato tete hiade of the citaajeif^ 

®hey perbe^>^^ littae hewril 

et^a kaStloct *‘Bat WeBer;* me CfieH»^eik» » 

eeidtouuaea thee fe» ooiilhwe4 ^hfjl wA 

eel4 <>>* tweefl . eUthet he hi*«^ of hime^. ^ tbai he 

/mj.j>eotod<»fotbew, wjpe^ieefteefttiMaajyp^ ef wheWgre* or 
(jti^iHy Boevor^ or atty dhieoutBa whi^ ho hM erhf ttpeio Aoy ojsoft- 
siuii ci^tertairioa vitk them ; of 

hoooiiit'* & who«», ttpOH thi WKhit &i greiet he hadheett 

Adixuttadu W epeho toTbiotf Ira thdrehembew, wpon the p'rooeejaingri 
of tho heoaieB, mi how they lied him to oppose them ; 

yrhm cioti^Bpotf^«!M<te aad Wmijee they had with «oe lekiBlerB 
of Btut/' et <>xwS. ntii how they mtd oonveydd ijill iiitaiigeneo 
thHher.” H‘ earned the IS^i of iWtlftttd jpacl I^ord Cottwey ae 
w» <»petatittg in the wiDtBftflpoa; eod ti,f>UOTSd fliet; the Fii^rl of 
N<ijthnnibef|ancl wee dJapiesMsd ia ^tmr o4 aay aHemivt ^at: might 
<h A the vioKince ot PatH^hteat, add reeoocile them to the 

Ito litidottMtwlly oottfoBsed much whkh they norer t^ould have 
ahsc'ovend ; atifl perh&tw somiewhat uhioh they uoald wieh to have 
l>e^*n snppFOfl^ed ; for U 1« |ncen»e»ietit^ iiuf the conflict oi fhctionri, 
to hnvc tnat diBofrwtwH hoourtt whl<^ <,«inxtOt aafoly be p«|iJ*^od 
*foinh'u^ w*i-? seSf^dou the Bnmo efght with Iffaller, ftftdeppeftie 
Ilk hnvcparfflhOe Of hi* oowaidmc, fu^r ht. gate no^oe of 

f'rifipeV ooOiiJu^'^ion of arrfty, of which C?i«rcndon never knew how 
ife ^fi,H d^coieted. Toiok^n* Jrftd hettt ictit with the token &p- 
poinM. to doin vnd it from L <dy Auhljfuey, bU<} had hoiried it lU 
Mm gatdeo Where, bv hi^ dUeuit>n«,U wa»dag «Vi and tUe the 
obtained, what Clarendon confcrtnoB them to have had* the 
tui^nalcopy.* a , . . 

it can rawo no world or^ tlftfr th^y foreacd one plot out of the^e 
two dwgtn»* however remete from eauh othw* wW saw the 
ag( nt ifrmployccl In both, and found the oeibihhidfm ef array in 
th« liaruiB (tf hita who w# employed in (K^Uectlng tli^ opini!(m» and 
ftffeCtionfl of the peoph - 

Of the plot, thus Combined, they thek tsare to make the m^— 
Thtjy mii Pym uiriong the eiw^tjnfl, to teil ihmyif their imminent 
danger, ami happy iiHoapet aad itifom th<»mih&|he d<*Mgn was, 
*H0 Boire the Lora Ma3^r and all the Committee ef Militiw and 
whttid not spare one of them ’ They drew up h vow and oovenant* 
t<|^e taken by every member ol mther heW, by which he 
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cliired Ub ddMaliioti of all coo^plnioiopi a|aix»if ilio Fatliament^ 
aind totftiiolufion to do^ot and o|)|po80 tkem. Thfty^on appointed 
ihoiites^ying fot tMa wopd^l doJireiy; **wlucli^«t 
oictL^ «^)5 Cla3r<mdon, *‘ail doubts Aare sm *bm mt% a 

d#?#uikce, and whetlaOr ib» ^ li.«d bm ml 
On Jtttto n, tbo Bari of totfekttd |aid tord^ Conway Wo com^ 
jDH*ltt4»d, one to the custody of ibo li^ayor^ m tbs otW ^ tho 
aberiff but their lands and good** weria(.U0t 
’^"Waller was stall toJmmeiae hlfflaOtf de«W ^ %noi«ilny. the 
Bad of Portland and liotd Conway deuio4 dbttge; add 

ny evidence a^lnat tho«a but Ihe confession nf Widlor^ of 
which undoubtedly many would, be i»o1!n^ to queitioii the 
actly. IfTith fhose doubts be was so bineh terdhed. thut ho cn.de«« 
vonred to pe3!Hua^u Portland to a deoluthtiusi liho his owit; by a lei* 
i(jt txtiwjt in ponton’s edition. for xno,” nays be, “ yoh had 

nc\cr hnown my thing of tW» businoas, which wal j^ropaoctl for 
another; atxd^ therefore 1 cannot imaghao'why you ahotild bide it 
so far as to contract your own rain by oonmling tt, and ^r»i«UM 
unreasonably to hide that truth, which without you already is, aha 
will every day be made more Uiauifesh Can you Inmagino yourself 
hound in bonour to keep that ocelot, which is already revealed by 
another ^ nr p08»dbfe it ebohld atill he a aecret, which fe bnown. to 
one of the other eoat ’--"If you per«kfc to be cruel to yourself for 
thoirsahea who desorvea it not, it will nevertbelmbe made appear, 
rro long, 1 fear, to your rain. Surely, if I had tb© happiness to 
wait on you, I could move you to oompaaabmate both yourself and 
me, who, demrate a« my caw? U, am dwtroas to die with the hon- 
our of being hnoWU in have deolared the truth. Y oU have no rea- 
son to oontend to hide what is already rcvtwded--iuobnAldcr&tely to 
throw away yourself for the intcrefit of others, to wliom youare less 
obliged than yuu are aware of.'* 

Thi^ pmuafiiou peeais to have had little effed. l*orfcland Rent 
June Sy, a letter to the Iiordr» toliell ihrtn, that he '‘is in custody, 
a»^ ho oonooir^ without any charge; and that, by what Mr, Waller 
hath threatened him with aume ho was impnaoned, b« doth uppre- 
head a very cruel, long, and rulhooe rosti*ttbt:--*He therefore 
prays, that be may not tnd the edectft of Mr Waller’R tlureat^ a 
long and close imrriaoumcut} hui jlaay be ajjcedillf brought to a 
legal tml, and ihen he U confident the vanity and jWeeheod of 
those lufomationi* which have Twsep given agalJoAt him vtSl appear.** 

In couHC(iueuce of this letter, the Wd« ordered Portland aUd 
Waller to be oenfrouted ; when the on# repeated his charge, and 
the other hla denial, ^he examination of the plot being cun- 
tinned, July 1, 'Thinn, asher of tbo house of Lords, depoaea, that 
Mr, Waller having had a confemt^ With the Lord Portland in au 
upper room, Lord Portlirnd said, when he cattus down, ** UU me the 
fftVoiR. to teU my Lord Kotthumberland, that Mr, Waller ha« ex^ 
Iren ely pressed me to save my own life and his, by tbrowins the 
blame upon the ].»ord Conway and the Kail of hforthwnberlandA 

Waller, in his letter to Portland, tells him of th^ reasons wUch 
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h« Mittld io<> |fi«si^<wd ocmfer^no®} feitfs 

or ,;■ 

, of lu®v|igw*^fe'’9^ ^ a1i»«ady 

tnow^ 

l^e ^ParJia:dw0S^^^; Wd 

■ittileted ■ '1!W^y3^a,.p4',^Wpficr 

Wla^»4^wfl^g(^JA^ ij^#' ,ow4’' 4od|3.^':T^k2^. wto h«, mm& %o 

indeed tee 

te>^v^«w5> .')^® ite'heiteH"eacsa^_,.4j»teery/for,;^^®oj^fe^ 

extOReivWjiatej^' by 

/»«(0es^y,'b«^x*te^ to itey^ .ceiSdd ^ he eX|»^«W''to 

^ H’agi^ '.W'JBrtewatt, iijabMie kad’Coms»fe<^ 

v-waa to he ex^ndod Spoa the teaccamoai of eiwsj^' .^priftpefs or 

, /i'ho Bid teag too ireji^t' p^cution, 

^a« ^ly.odoe o>:iained'be(«r4r4io, 1^ Tb^ iJttlli of IVtkad 
,$?i4 Wrd Poj^iwey, iiej?«kbwjg{;,<^' d^ny ctei^> testlnab^iy 
but Wallbr'fl yet <^|>pfii* 4 ng; a<tor e k4>g ijm- 

prtoment,.iid^dtfed to bail, llaa^l^i-ii pog’s'^m^totigeir^j woo 
,' qaxrled'.JjUib dotters tO’ tjdal. 
Hiopd^u Vy Cbb bueti^t; of hi$ fumtly ; but 

., bept ia.filsoa 'to.'tbb end bt Ikis Itik, Tkey wlose t^aiuee vero 
initert-ed Ja tWoomja^ba ofarrasy trore aot cjpitw i^Ji^od, u 
it could m\i \m prOy«fA tte..ttt©y,Ua^;obn,^cniM to tbdr o^vu aomdn- 
.iitioaj Imttte boosidercd tbeir e«tatea 

moo fieiaed. , h ■ \ ' i 

< “ W^ilkr. th^itt|b coafe^odte"’ «»ijs pietoadda^:^ top »aost,|nHilty, 
viitbiOcrodlhlc i&Jmidwa.^^ Ruob^rte'j^d of oort»oieaoe^ 
that bk trial te put off, out Cbriotiau oOrupa^afoa, fill bp might 
,TOOyot ,bk;ttud«wadda^^^^ Wiiat uao b© bi&do of bk jiutprtal, 
with /what HbcKtnfcy, and auoce^ b<J di^^ nbiued iiattery «foncj> 
and how, wte-he w'afl,te«ghv bpforj^ tbc hou^, b© con- 

! fe«i^ed: a*Hl 3aiaeiifw4, end i#^rnitkd ,.4t#4 implorody iu«y betead in 
. ihe'Hlsihory of th0/BbbeUio%Ll3.'yii . ^TjAdapcccb, to milch ;'Qkrcji- 

don ascribes the pr^?rv4jon,ofi^k:41e«^r4^M^?i^ i»ftf,„h5S4n§^rted'iii 
1 his work». The great' hktoite» i.(^voir,,8©cpift io tee b^' mu^ 

' taken in relating th^t4c%»rcte^^’'^!S>^ho'p5ElnmppJ,^ bui sup- 
niictttlou, fiot io k iri^d i\f according to 

/Whitlock, he %m by .,e3?,pwW/frte. te bote ^b^*^4ohCd to 'ihe 
tribunal which be m mucb arid, hping trUd and oondemii- 

cd, was reprieved by after a ycaf© Iwipnsoniaent, in 

which time retentimont gfo#/te .payrng affine of 

, tea thousand ‘In 
mother .dorntry^ ' i >’ \; './ - //'/ . 

TWbia behaviour this pal'tof.Ms life, xt is itof ueccj^sary to 
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4imt! the 0|4«i^ hai tw Wsi last ^miovA 

Wo^iii|3te, /^cblidelEmisim untopet^d ifelViSn^ ho 

Wasi »o% a prodigy which tho woi^ld( hath aeldotti aeon/, heoaoao his 
e£tftf^teri»^ttded nofe the poet;>>th^ oHtoiv'iiiid Ihs \ 

the pkcc of his c»lc h4 Fraou^tfifld afcnyod' tW 

liiEc»hh, whew his daughtpr Kargiawt’im;* 

Sards' hlft favourite, ana his tiiMiioiieoKis. . fio,ltieh r«tt»ovea to 
where he lived witilr gneat l^lendph^ ^d hoapUuUtxj »hd 
, from timo to timo aiputed hltnself with pdotry. in whid* jh© ^aM»- 
times apealcB of tho, wb<sla» and Ih^a? tJsurp^oni in the natimd 
langurtg© of ah h(m«at'flJiiWo« -» •* y : . ■ ; ,^-'' ' 

last it became necessaiy* for h» fjOppOTt, oell M« W«% 
Jewel*^ ; and'beingt redUoody M »© a0agt to he 

ftolMfeel from CromWell phymiesInTi to rctnnji, aiid '‘obtained it h/ 
the inteiwst of Ooltmdl , Scroop# to whom his sister w'gs mhrriei 
Upon the whiaiwi^ W wftch 4he diwi|er of his Hfe had 

very much dWnlaho^ fcirvo^^ a h««i&e httilt bjf 

''hinWeif very to Beacon'^lield, Vhere hi% smoUmr resided. Hj 4 
mother, though related to €roiih|re!l and. Hampden# was zealoixs for 
the roval cause; and, Whoii iMkureU visited her, haed, to reproach 
him .' he, in return, would thredyw napkin at her, and say he would 
not dirtpwte with his aunt ; hut fihdj^g in time that she acted for. 
the King, os well HH thlk^, he nkdo her a prisoner to her own 
daughter, in' htd* owa toitae'. If ha would do any thing, he coaid 
not do lefti ' ,' '' ' ' , 

Cromwell, now protector, romi|jd: WaiJey, aa hi« kteiw&an, td 
familial conversation. Waller, as ne aged to, relate, found him 
miilioiently versed iu aneleni .toory ; and ’when any of his em 
thaHiiifa.to friends came to advise or eon^ulb him,, could sometimes 
overlieur him discou^ing in .the iraiat of the ttmes f htit, when he 
returned, ho weald say^, Cousin Waller, I talk to these men 
in th^^^ir own way 'f and returned the stylo of ioouvcrsfition. 

H« repaid the', Protector f^iy his favours, Id 54, by the famous 
pa neg^ne. , which haS ’ been always oousidefed at the first of Ms 
puetiad produrtiouA. His chp^‘«e of . cncomiaiitic tti^dca is very. 
ju»lido,ui ; f»r he coosiders Crt^Mwell In his exaltation* without in- 
quiring hqW he a|f!t?auted it ; tJicr© w couifaqueutly no . mention of 
the rebel or the ri^cido. All the fi>rrm!r part of hffc hero's 3ifh is 
veiled with shades aud Tiothlhg is brought to but the duff/ 
the gov^jwmr, the d^fjiuder of Bugland’s hemfttw, imd thu Ui3Llai*g«r 
of her. dominion. The’ act of viulmace hy whioh he ohtoMbd the 
fittpreiho poWeer it< lightly treated; and dLijeUlly Justified* It was 
oenaialy to be desired thAfc the defcjtslahM baud should h^ diaadlvea, 
wMoh had (Miroymbthe OMir<^, murdered King, And filled 
the nation with tumult and oppfi^oh ; yet Crui&w41 htd not *th« 
rifht ofdksol^ig them, , for all th)&;i hu had before doimjsotild be 
ju^fcidgd e'uly by aupi^ini them invested v^th lawful authonty. 
'But C'^muiuisifcSune uf w4<?k<s<3ne»s wwW uverwheiifi the World by the 
admtagO’^^hleh Huchtws pidh^ alfoi^ ^ get those, who 
have Ibjig prafetieed jgrpwMthloaa toettmt'Othor* ; ' ' % 
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emua to tie b«t pirtTIf ih«: vm&nej jteid, “w fte «obc-™^ 
tlM i>o«t tentow i, yet hklarffiglt of ft[4tori'.,l>y Me<»»»e|3i»^ 
roViSty to C^tMUiwidTOB nfctioo. 

AH AdpeM* fi«^lilA#eay;e(^!M», rdWf« ,fci<WMp**j.et Walng m 
tia« toi« iwer «,3(B0»|itoby,.»»8 .it tws^to Iwe leee mtl- 
leli from it. partly % fMt of -dbe totty.'^tod 
lAircit irMeh, •B'len lit elonH g9rffltn ;lif tie “Wto of ?««•« 
lmte<r,oetoBO*d,l*«m«tority, was 

tolamdy wtli, to SnTito W# to- ttos Ikjhwtor # Itogton^ 

ene^ wlWd it j hU iiesiH to Imve 

ii^- of tW if^totoctdri to, hive Jiow 

■'* •' — '-B fof "hisi'j»mtojic'' Iltytlea jw4 %fat 


aktoted ly-wi^;'V«i«MrtaoB , . ...„ , 

wxoitO oii ttoo oOtJiksion ; fettt were ^ot^^aien, atrug^gi^g 
Into itotioOe «nd hoping !<¥» Ao’iiivsw panijr. 

TOl^lmwi little io e^b hi^ lM 

don from tomwOU,-anfl wfc to ilnything irom %hm 

vhb liihenM #uoeood Km . ; ^ . ' > #' ' ^ ;‘ , ’, ' ' ' . 

Soon aftomai?a»> the totOiratSoh Slip^lW hm Wh anotber suK 
iOci ; and he extwrted his iniagini^hy*hi^ »»« 

with ciiOwal ahion^, f'jr ChacJoa-iliSe It k not pmihh to 

imd, wfihontBomo contempt and poexrieof the same 

author, ascribing the higheat degree Of j?4#er f 

the riret. tlion traneforring the 4b5e pow^ and pieijf to Uiiver 
Cromwell ; woirinfitiug Olive j; io#ke the Otown, ana thon <»n- 
sraialattng Charles thO Secemf on to>. recovered right* >:^Mier 
Cromwell nor Oharlca could value hiii’teetjmciny m the 'effect of 
convict bm cff receive his praise aa effdslons^ef reverence ; they 
could confiuier them .^fc thaJtaJ^our of Oi® tnbute 

Jbks, indeed, mfm ictbn ; but the legitimate end of fiction is 
the conveyance of truth; and ha that for all 

whom the viwssitude’f of the worB hapfMift' to must he tfcorn* 
ed as a pPo 4 itated mind, that* may retain the glitter of wk, but 
has lest thif dignity of virtue. V 

■ ^he Coiigiaiulfttion was considered as inferior in .jpoetol 
id the PanWb; and it is reportjtjd, that, when the 
Waller of the disparjtvyjie, ans#er^d; ^ Foeta, Suv auoceed b^ier 

ia .fioiUun^thhn in irutk’' . '*’i‘''i.v v/ ' ' 'V' > -n ' 

' fU Oongratulfttion Ss indeed not lalhftor tb/ihn ranegyrio» either 
by decay of genius, or foriwaut,nf dl»|t1id« ? Cromwell 

had dime much, apd Chariot W donh Utile. CromwcU wanted 
nothing to mm hixk to but viftf and wtuo 

his thought himself ^t. Ulk% to 


despBt A life of escay»es and indigence co^ld spp]^y p(ktrjwitih 

BummoMd ly OWles the Se(»»8, 
(IfttNl 8, Xiai), WiUm «t ft* H«stiBpito.SiiUB«»» imd served tor 
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|ili^ iPArlluawid of . Ib % timo 

wtoiEKiW i^d most |)ow«btOil iBOommtidi»^o to 

Mdy (<frgt>Um: /$t^, plmld . 

, ^cl^do ^^iiii;^';'' 

1^ yit of Biindio 

' of nod 'M$r 

fl'ikO Bmo m Dotl^d aMid ly^m looo^l^ 
liBt'ilod Wulte*? ;.te , ;'.-.,\'',-/v''^.’ ^’.'n '/V'*'. 

,^v'^\prRifJo.'^W'1to ify'M: ■ 

tioJ|; for it wily tN| todold bo 

%'i4tWi'''*toOt;jMiftTi ,ir^ ]^or<? ot;,oJi<mg.' liib 

ItpooL oti Bo4Mbo,d<<'te 

tj'® iVliaioBiil/ij t*^k0 M%Ki,< of^ilio 

boose, oM, «aia tbo HiroHeeCIbi^Of 
'TbK bbw^, k'mld;4»t'bis:oco«Oiiio^4b^^ tftV^ty4vo» "i^beo 

WftUer Wa» m\f fley«o^ Sk ,BH9ao,«i, a a^maber ;6octtm often i». 

Oollectioiift^ ! bof i OKtmok; tbnfc cm b» Tooro 

-quoted 06 esbibildtjg ^i)^,bf jale^r fHu CO <if argoibeiit., > ' 

Howbh of siwb' cojtieidiri^^ mt bk vere eiiwUted 

and tecorded* Wben iW ITefrk^a iotiuence wa» biglv b^tb 

in Scotland obd ISoglaaft k drw, «^y« Burnet., b liWjty weoiw 
from Widior» tbe oolehsliied irii & ftftiil, *Hhe of Dmk^ 

niv-BB b^ j^eaclyed that tbfi J)oke sbotdd not jldgb ajPtor tbe KiOj^ 
death ; but the King, in op|K4ition to tJbewv bad rewlved that be 
Hhonld jreign eyCn in bia J( ajjpeaar m eytmoi dinary 
limeUnem fi tbi$ ^emafk, y)ti its moptba pWee »tbe ap^jalctir to 
baVe been a oeiebrated, wit, to bavo bad a name yrhkih men of wit 

'Ho^id not aniiW^'l^ to. dk .gradno^ly awa^^^ wbicb 

clay eaftUy bappen III a 2ongvlifc,.lmfc bi« 4*diw to poetical 

distinction from tike to thee, m ockaioas wero V^dred^ either by 
public ovonta or ptitate'inad^kl^j ®**'d conteHititug bimseU’ with 
tbo inilaence Mw, or liwing Quiet bottei‘tb»n 4«^iietme^ be 
n^jveraooeptfid aayoJIboe m 
H e Dka not, bowever, witbt»«rt aame attention io bis fortune; for 
he asked from the Itlng 0n U‘65J tbe promtsbfp of Eton CJoilage, 
aiiird obtained: it ; Clareudon refosod ,iput 4<be seal, to 4ho 
j^nt, sdlOjgitlffi ibttt ir could be Md only by ft It .k 

known that 8ir Henty Wotlenqnalitiod bimaelf for it by deacon^ 

orderB* ,/; f.4 ,; ■ # f- ‘ ‘ 

To this oppesHiOn, the IJiogi'apbmImpwtes the violwiee and a«H* 
laony with wbiik 'Walkr jomoddkeki^^ faction in the pr<> 
seontion of Ciarenddb. The motive was iilibelral and dkbonesi, and 
ftbew^ that mm than sixty j^m h0 hot ;jM!iien able to liaacb him 
moragty, ^ Hk ftijensation k anch as conwionce.^ hard-fy fee sup- 
posed ta dictate with the 4iolp of malic©, W o wwo io be govern* 
cd by JftMkaries instead of Fariiaments, and are ;m .danger from ,a 
worse pWt tbim that Of the fifth of ^Tovombeifi tbwj if the teds 






8nd.Commo»JiliidJb#SRd#r<>pd, 

bflftli had beeij^ i«4r^t)dl f<*r ew."*. ; 

ipiti who «>f att io^ 

terutii’to at <m«'*&Bi4ad^;fcb'iB^ ^ 

- ■ Ayw 

IM tha.tebojM 

' ^'Urnm^. ^Th© 

' ba bai'lflBSufe: •wad 'Pi*; ;]Zii»ltew^ 
n»an}4it^a&it ,&r t, * .; ’>'' 

- That ij(6i'ii«ked Mf tbloaaaiaasaii'ii^tJto^ 

i3jii^tfflteti.''V,-,v/'%:; .. '" ^ 1 -i‘''!'\:;,^';v;i\ ''w, 

ajme* :l)#sd»» dh^' w Pitf- 

— jcWf!,‘id SbliWi |» 0«*i^ r »4 wote« 
JPretact ^ iht OwemfnU <fcs fjiiitjA JE»w^ wttipi>6 pttsenm 
to the KjM onhls Mi!i*-di^. S(|| a it^I«a. hyte eawmente^ 
yoBton, that to m^g Vmf U m early iml^ * waoratiMi 
for tho HerOfl* of the Koly War, »da Kfettoi?»wtotS%r Turls, 
wMch iieter left hits. vJ*»tNf ha’Vinjs ,’«oo«t after tegna 

i*hat he thwgbt a Holyi WTaii *t homi^ Jaa4e hatto to paialt ^ 
l««toa(moftheTOTl»ont'<tfWt,|fOWM^^ ■.;. , \ ,., w . 

.Tame* treated hini wiUt kiadueiii and iamuianty, «f. Viam. in- 
atoftoes we gtoen W the writer hfhSafflFe. /One day takuig bito in- 
to the cleeetir the }S*!glrt«4 Ww h'eirhy likiM^ <tf:the • 

‘•My ejte," eaid WaUar, 'tare dfan, and, Jl do Wt teaw it’ ^e 
King said it wM the PriBC(ss« of Onmgfegjibe Waller, 

" like the ereateet womMi to t^e world.” fli tog,a&ed ^o wa* 
that; awft w«8 afts w«4i W3*dei^' aai^ the 

Kinfo **yoxi aheald mik-m b«l coufea^ ^ had a wide 

tjomSkr «iisitd Sir.*’ fl»ld IJatey "did jfwi w htwtr j fool 
ohoose a yf'm m&T Saob k the etnwy, odee beard of Rowe 

other Bctatt, Pointed aalow wod aewte .irepBeB. 4;^ aho^t the 
wyrld, ai»d arc fl«afg»ed Badoe»ei?oi^ to tho*^ whom it the 

,iyhi(m''iooelebraiei , ;.'' ’ ', ^' ‘•-, ’’’'n'^' V 

. f When the HiH baev that ^he waaahofttt lo ipiwj^ h»a dan^ter 
to Dr, U^K acWyinkh heVord^m'?!^ Wl 

hijn, that **tho King 

daioghter to a falling OJfcroE” ' " ThiJ aaid Wrfler, '‘[does 
m great honour, in iahiM ^d^, Of % hut I 

have lited long enough to ^erVe .thai t&s ^Uihg P^Wh ha« got 

He took notice to hkM«nd« of tK« Kint^s coaidaot ; ^ 
that " he would be left like a irhale npon the ttraM** Wi^ther 
he was privy to any of the trdnsactionii which ehded m the revplu* 
tiout is not i nown. Hk hi^ ioined Ihe Pl»» of Orange. 

Maying now attained m ago beytmd widch the laws of nature 
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&eldo# luffet to Ajiti B, 'feture state, 

h» mmm to, 

"Jbiotjr, and 'tlkjeJNsIbw bonseor^ted &¥F^Cto It& 

pie$v MrM4» ' 

WJ® ‘l^iSfs coft<^}ji,ued 

’ dBijUifiSf d' iriti tfitele ■ 

' U OoMilU ott'd h 

"lia wasat Be««!fiDnpold, Hsfoo® 

aaad'^tioiy 

M«»^',wiMi ^tUSL no lineo :iof T%i;V 

to di'e.' ' ^ /> <: #' '* ',' : 

M ‘■t3i^’'4!fc^i^ jy ooi4;|ji^d hii#4^ W 'liit' 
>ttd oallinif iipy 

inont, luo d«ei)rcd lti» oMwen to faloo it to, juid ah 
earnest dedto^^ ^^^**^* itts£liristlafeity. It no^v a^fpeated 
wliafc p(tert»0f Ooht^emtion witpftie |ffe$i oould be wxQfJirfihej'ed 
uritti adighfek , He ihst heitip: present the Jptike of 

J3uekitt|;toa%iyd ph^nelf Mdr^ k|o|f0toiei8, he a^d to b!m, 
**My lihrd, I ahi a p'Oat deal oMei' ttan .y^)wr, Grace/ ini I 
hidpve, heard jn^^’Mguiaieii'ts for At^am than t^er 'f^v Grace 
did; bnt I hare li%»3i bhg eaoti^ifh to see thei'e is eofehipif in ttwwp ; 
and ao/rh<yf5i, yorir Grace inll/' ' ”"’ ^ 

He ^o(i October 16S7,, hnd wria 
nnaonament erected', by his eseedto3^;'fv*'’W''hkh’Bji^ rrhto ‘ 
the iuscriptioii, and j||^h 1 hope is new frbrh dilapidation; v 

, He left flcVml ch jlBsih vby M» second we ,; of .wUoht his dfti%h ’ 
ter wm rnrHcd to Or. Birch. Benjamin, thii eldOat t^-as disih- 
heriW, had aeiH to Ner Wapi^n|f'eotoioh tipdcrstand^ ‘ 

ing. Bdmund> the 8e<?«md «oh, inherited the ^bd roprefient* 

ed iLgniondesham'xni^Fapltoer t; bht «4; la^ ttohd Qhaker. .Wii- 
liam, the thirds son;"', wa$% Jiti-ohant 'in 'London., Sfcrphe'n^ ihe 
fourth, m& an eminent I'MotdJr cf Lawv«hd dhe ofty ‘^OiJnmisaion- 
crs for the UiiiotL, ; Thetls ia ^aid to ’fato bceh a fiftit, of whom no 
aooony has deacemled., ‘ , '■''' ‘ ^ ' i ' ’ ■ / ’ ' 

f he oharaeter ef UfaHeF, both inoT|d and Ihteuectna), %m b«da 
d4wn by Gk4riiddD,’#'whhm heirhs fattilliitly known, with niee* 
ty, which certolj^noy to whomibe WiU fi[dt"fenown can pre»%^ 
to emulate. It is thetefore inserted hefo/ wifSi such remarfet y 
others have supplied; after whtdh; not^ih^ plains hdt a 
eafamination of his poi^ry. '^'■ , ^ ;"'''■" 

jSdmuud l^ller,” says Gl&rendou, ww born to » yefy fair es* ' 
tatdJjy the pai«ii«o»y 'or B^giUty ''^ -» wise Mhit and udd^gr : 
and fie th<mght it so nomnietidable an advantiii^, th^ he resolved 
to irnpmw.ft with #h» utmost upon wl^eltih hB uature fie 
w»« too wch intent? and, In order to thai^ he wiB eo itmdh tmn> 
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ea and jfetma^ tiB hr Uft i^: 

mi deijt^ty lie <siiyv‘ 

.jufalioit oil tbe 

^ ol Ijtr, 

tl^ IklimS-' , 

. §!u,» Mpain .tJie 

maifigia^y j^d, prompts 

tude iudljiuoa nw, tHe ait the ^ irlieti Mli<^ 

meti use^d'to glv^^ w?kK, j(?arfi: 

rtkttih^ fii»t engaged' Mmiidlr lu «e irm ^ 

kaown 'ta do «c>), he fiurptitjfd the towh two at ctf 

that kindj «« if » teirtli Mofa hm%6m newly Aom'ito 
dro^iog pnetry. The i>ootor»t that too bfo^ht hit^ tj^i 
company TUdiich hanat oeleoTaied fat ^>od oontetaUdodi' wfcfe> 
he w^ teceivi^ mi e»t«emea idth g^tS^^jplaasjee and W4e<4 He 
WJW ft veri ^Iplajatot 'dkccwtieift' itt ih jeat, and ther^Jbiw 

veiy gmt^wt to all kittd of company, wh^ he we# pot ^ le## ca- 
teemed for being irery’'iick ‘ ‘ 

Be hM hteen ^yen nursed iMarliatnents, whetp ii 0 i;si^ when be 
wais yery yobng; and so, when they were resmn^ '.^i&t a 
long intenhission^) be appeared iH'ilkose a^lbblios wfib ad* 
vai^^, '; having a graoeM wiy oC speaking and by thinking mudh . 
m several alignments (tvbteh bIs temper and cc^lettSozi; that had 
much of melanohoUc, iuduoed him to,) ho eecnfld oiften to epeik 
upon the sudden, when the occasion had only adminktored the op- 
portunity of saying What h« had thoroughly considered, which gave 
a groat lustre m hn saSd j, 'fhich yet was rathor of, delight than 
weight Thereheeds m more be said to eitoi the ext^lknoo and 
power his wit, iad plea^auatneas of hie oOtflfeat^nyifima that it 
was of magnitude,^ ,o,«owgb to ocjver a world of vei^ great fanH^; 
that is, m to oovyr them, that th«y wej-e not taken im^pe of U .Ms 
reproach, vijl a natrownesa in his nature to the lowest degree J an 
abjcetness and wnht of courage t& support, him in any tirttiooa un* 
dertaklng; an insinuation and servile detWj the height/ the 
vainest and ^^t xm^rioM nature ounH be contended with j that 
it pTOservod and won his life from tho# who wore most rosolved to 
take it* and in an occataan ip which he ought to hare beeia am* 
bijtlous to have lost it ; and tbeh preserved him again from .re- 
proach add co»tempi.||xat was due to him forfo prmri^ng It, atxd 
for vindicating It atsoxi^i a|mce4hat U bad )^wer feoMOjjajpile Mm 
tel:hoBe whom ho hod most olTfimed and provoked ; ond^niiaued 
io Ms ago with that rare fenpliy, that hk lioinpauy waS aocopteble 
where ms sidrit waa odious j and he Was ivt least pkM where he 
was, most detested” , / ’> A ^ *’' 

Such is the account of Olarandou ; <m, which it nw nei bepjm- 
proper to mke some 'J^Matka 'V /' ; ' ' , 

He wm very little known ^ he h^ ol^Wned a Hoh wife m 
th©^ty.‘^ 

He obtained a nch wiiiii about the age of fhree and twenty ; an 



iliat ^ m po]pilar,.itmt; ifopim m sM 

. i>y l^ia b%raiib^>'.iilire ■'• ^ ■ 

. .viir ll' \m^ 

.:^, iwJft '^lily :^6^$«%F|si<l#<ifta ag^' b«<;:-re^ 

s«»i«fut; - ab tiiai iln'd «j|er|»o4ii(^)| liT be ■ 

aao6inatT/ ^ '‘'^’ "'’^ !* " ■< ‘<,y '‘\i/'' : ' .'w ' ■ ' 

' irit and lu6^^o4t3r'iui;^Tal^>^oa^^ £ba:polito 

wHI^irts^'orbSa 4aino; %» -SByiiibapite m tba 

tmn»latio*i'<tf $ Wd H Mv«, to 

bi!^ tbat^;€owU3^ ii i^a '> . ‘ ; 

Tba ttB^ofto 01af^d«< 

' for^ having a. j^atjSai^ ■ 

jpauudi^a 

at Imt' by H tbd 

Bevoltttittoi iai ittoaiiiiii ad? mt rn^Mim dtotcaa buo^ ^ 

drad ; wtoK ifbaa 3i^ato w^ay wUI 

ba £o\m / ^ba^u aat mai'eiilw/a Itefcb fitt jot wMj to^iwe poa^ 
«e 880(i,„V . \ ^ /"' ‘■.'■i ■ '! , ' '■' ' 

Of ^18 ^titdiixiti0&, pa^ ibe4<!^aamaa of iha^l^ 

he ta 8cat<!at> hodi^o whiich M to 

my at iht detection ef to plot; aaidif to mia^ h. 

hh Life, wa« sequeeteredi^'lia tol aoiitwM ^ban , 

he lived in oxUe ; £ot vi^e am told, t^t at ilWfl ho Uvodin Won* 
dour, and waa the only ii(ikiiihma% mmpi the, hsid Si Albans* 
that keijf. n fcato< '• , , “.-v-' ’ 

His unln<!^y plot oon^lMhlm to aoU a thomnd a ;i^ > of the 
waste of theWtth«>r«Jto nnn<»o,^^^ ei^t mthe is ionfeiedby 
hiij biogrWei!' to have been a bad He xeetss to hive 

deviated mm tho oomnioh W hn^ botnte hoatox* in to 

totyeara^andaamiandemin'to'lW^ '^'' ' ' ^ ^ ^ ■ 

Of his oonmo of atndloSj, or cJiotfei of baok% nnthhig is known 
more thah that he profested himsidf unable tb read Ohapmaifs 
tiuuelatSon of Homer without rapture. Hie opinion eonoerninff 
the duty of a poet is oontaihod in to deolhratii^» that ^ he would 
bfbt from to works any JUne that did not oohWn ^nm motl^ to 

virtue*'^ , ' :;',v>v , ‘ - -',, - o, - , 

> 1?he characters, 1^ whhdx; Whlto toended to distingtoh^^ 
wtiiang, ate simtdiam!mi 4igQi^ ; ^ to snndlest pieoas, hom- 
deavottts to he gay ; in the hdger w 1% groat ^ M hkudry nftd' to 
lil^t produotionS) the child eontoo is gallantry; that Attentive re* 
vorextoe of female exWtoot Wtoh .hai desomided to ub fitm the 
Gothic agei Aft to poems aTe csmamonly occadonrjC and to ad* 
dresses pemnal, he was not eo libtaUf^Wied with jwan^ 

SQ^toiges; tor beauty Is itot ^ 

The deKoacy, wbSdi he cultivatfod, ^rato ton to a certain 
nicety imd caution, even when ho writei upon the lightest matter. 

Ho tos therefor^ ih to wh(de volumoi nothing Mes<|ue!^ and 



i# liitnes of tm poets* 


StiyoilEi or do 

Ht hie sobj«ct4 |iift , 

, U i«’"n«>i* easiy to ihia\ .tnfchoHfe c^nilaii&^t m 'HO! iiwphiwf^ itlio 
Ul«j^trioa« lA hi«,i»„opihli!^ hy'VflTetf 
who <m 

o liilty, po her f ai^nn ttoO^h '£ ^ f thPh, Oa ,o 

' iroft Wt ar^ '** to o' ftefo i^hWBi'hO 'hpe3rpd;ifto 

>opy of vei^ the paper-t^pp, VfehioJ* i»ony yca^r^i ,^ /We^ 
\i»ieaii)f/' , ‘ , •''•./'' . '^ '''" ’'’ , ",' 

Oemn^ »ow Md then prodo^ « trlto> aUU rpod %hS 
l> 0 v^ of Anacwn, a^d ^jatid a#rUor OOtOfaUj 

.pieaaoe hothin^''' to the 

pre^'.l^vi'the fhte ,ol other 
pretty, things, mM; they 
tm floWera dniitipnj.Oy they hr® 

bk«iW8to‘Htnliii4:!h|^ ''^r/r '. 

' Among ‘WallerVli^e' ¥hleh ih«hr exoellency 

(Wight 'to »eenre-i^wj ■ nnmpanng tlie dif- 

ni<^<ja pf tegeitt oh he^ And ; 

and the or Ucm ’^, ' 

' In ofchet»iity'i$;.npt,ii^iS«n0Wat; 6^^ hiplhought?? 
ai*e'deneithi, Iha eori^i^h^ ' ' ' '' ' 

The n\ii3ab(h^e w not aiwiya 


, The.god<rfy*fee<mfUajjiJ '/ w., , ■ • **,, 

imtof 'thwjJorS m " . '■ 

Ifraph imi'y cim awert doailgii;'' 

Wh«* thou«h Iw ftoim; anft |o temtolt So iftoUae ; 

iUoSM k l^j) nr«Mt oai^at t«pa^ - , 

. Wiav tnel my Wblcn thikUt^ lie# ^Itdnui. 


He seldom indeed letehea an amoitoue s)eii,^jiaent from the depths 
of aeienoe } his thoughts are to the mmt part easily ntidemtood, 
and Me images «nch m the snperfioieR of nitnre jrcadily supplies ; 
he hMft ftiat ifftaimvtd |M>;;julaHty^ hemim he iiyitos to eommon do* 
grees of knowledge'; ind^ k ^ ai Iwt from ]Jthi^ophical pedan* 
try, ntilesa thhvohd of a song t» fA« /Sm may be acoo|ded* 

in which hoii too j^ a^perohia®* To which may lip oSdoti 
the simile of the in the y^tiki on ^t <ct ' ^ <?ro W ; 

and a lino in a more aeriona poem on ^0 'M«4^mko7t.^ about vipem 
and treacle, which can only be nnderatwd by fhoso who hapjkn in 
know the cornpogitism of the ' 

His thoi^te mtS hyperbdlicah mid imagm nn 

natural; ■ “' v ^ ' ''' ' - 


, , , ^ The pijmk ftdwhd#;'. 

, iKo laMfthsa thoee of oW Oid Oi^ihetai* tySrc, 

If She nH eow, wUh t<Ji?« an tow^id» hw \ 

■\ ' •Thyr'ieand aboet hfT itm nthouw tyowri ’^ '/ 

, 'Or if slW, .ekta ,ia •«v«a rank* they tttad, . , 
Ime wfiie w«u<inetshsVd and obti^toas htnA 






H3 




in I 

Am)4vi^ vmvi^ tod 10 Alto } 

WiMMii «0 I ro^ 

11i«}r fK)f# iA< k1i««4i. ui d mi iM iSlMt «iiiai»* 

Td «)Ck|4 I 

Wim i0u<t they 

T» lAxfub a ird4to<l uttH 

Mort daafOuiW to^ ^mS ^ 1*i« ¥t0toPtt t 


On i)ii6 hend^irf a «idg 



yridr tr^ath 

' " hira^fchi^ ha>Ui ‘ “ 


^hrae lofty 

Bcavm Hftm 
^ tm ihoffiQtiafM 


itiawjpyHiJi 


^Ta6iSia.0i» hmmp: ^uno^redod i^ puirl* mtSkm » f^Ma 

ftoaclu^aii Itt of ftftd Aiworet’i IVitod* 

filjhy Oie ttro l»!*t 0mH <^0 bavd Iwsto 0mstt«d.^ 

ilk of raUftfttrjr m tdt ftlvftys In <i«i^ 

d<«U(mt<» 


Thtft|h4U wryfenc ih*a dawUt 
Ano Aaj(> auit!i^)i flfat I aitaf ^vra 
Aiiti ri&i«toii»» aomattoAA oit faiMi 

Siui mato 'onf »t Ih^olt. 

8nnif ai^phctttwng luay bo tho«n^lt too irwJteoto and anooMO 
«{U( utJal t as ia iho tojbo on Cbe Jbi4y Oaudag 

Uhl nm i« «u0h a» thu^c 
JoyH «»'lm tt mm»o ta play 
To tl t) ^m^Vut thtty 
Whuli <lt> ir<»uh aoui thetr own ajptifcteft 
Ah 1 1*1 n> (oph t <laxv6® 

Mo\ « i\.b t|»i» nt^tuhar Whifth 

* 

hkim^tillMWs a thou^lit, wliiob might norliApg tiU difeticb, Is ex- 
panded and attenuated till it groita weak and abiiim^t evaueetont 

Ohitaiv j fty«t our oltn of pwihft 
w i»noe a<K>d a« a wsif 

Tout lavonn wlt^ yottr h «to ir^ctoe, 
an<} arcivia^ i»#f chief wwt* 4^ you kind 
So tto Wue y>h\<^ HtnU in^en «» 

tlei’ fttill and htniD whth no mndhlo^va 
In Storms from that ui*n|:htM«i «**' t« ^ ^ 

And Du elhd ihom her i^tro 
Wi&k troakura firom h«r yielAmf bottglu 

Hia images are not alwaye distinct , in the foUnwing passage, 
he mfounds Mh to a person with Jbmm a ptoHion ; 
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SoUkeolbitf ftymphft, irlth eodown ili8it|, 

Aa4 |»en<^ lAov, taoy^^lA ^iity , 

A«4 ft mml in Wfftir } 

«lie luui ft«t«n^, an<l prittMIIM^ lx>p 
CWt witJli « fliofle 1o(w» aidlMnct 
The oftlM bwtftlkft ttm, 

HIr allies of casual m noit^otoes ologant ond lutpl^jv 

«f ilnal; in pefcOT for the Stiver Pen i einpt/n^oi 

tnfflftg iw tliat man the CatS Hiore ate a few 

IJinee wntten in m» whM he la naid to have IcOp^ 

a mmm andcr, It fla|p«i|ea 1» Waller, a» to 

- (hat hift mtm» wA uot U jwoportiim to \m mw* 

' Of these petty ootopoisitwiw, neSher thj> heantieo »or thh IMte 
deaerve lenw ettentien. The vfKuea h&Ve this to mom- 

mend they ar^ less hyperbotloa} than those of itome 

oitusr peeta. WaUet k ndt Alwm at the Hat pm , he Joel not 
die of A ij^m^ w 11^ open a mmIIo. there k, however, m 

love, ftod too mm isi^^ea, Mttle thiifi are made too important; 
and the of h» represented aa exerting its intlueneo 

farther than can he allowed hj Mettmnltiplidlty of human |»4>ftionR, 
and the variety of bnmaa waalA' spoh noel^, therefore, may bo 
conwdered aa ehowii^j the worid mader a f JhO appeoTancr, and, so 
far as they obtain <w^t from the young and iacxperiou<‘ 0 (l, a« 
xaialoadkg eapeciat loh, and xnisguldmg pinotiue. 

Of his nobler and amre weighty peiSormane«% the gicatosl lairt 
U panegyrical ; far of praises he was very lavish, as k <Amnt4 by 
has imlfcatpr,. licsrd Ijonsdowne ; ^ 

Kv fStyt fttfttkB 'ftiinift th« hatlOw^ gmufto 
Bttt oueeafr ftva inm »<d «<»ei 

Glcajr fttid Im aoA arms are lai tbe taunA 

In the first poem, on the danger of the Prince on the coast of 
Spain, there is a puerile and irimcnlons menUon of Arion at the 
begihniug; hud the last p»r»jinph» i>n the CWt, i« in part ridicu* 
omdy memv *nd in part ridicnlou^v tumid* The poem, however, 
is aUKdi as may be justly prfti>..kd* withmit much hrfowanco for the 
state of otm poetry and Uuy’<iig<- at that time. 

The two next pooma w nmm the King's b^aviowr at the death 
of Buckingham, and upon *«« liAvy. « 

He iiiis, m the firai^ used the Fagan deities With groat propriety • 

' W«a# of ft m Wrii 

cM B«ft|ltAns trftiaftiaetr amiss. 

In the poom on the Tfifavy, those liueWaro very noble which auth 
poee tlioKingh power secure again«9t a second Heluge. so noblCf 
that it were woat critical to remark tho mistJike of a/iv for 
fm, or to say that the empire of the sea would be worth little if 
It were not iiUi the waters temitmle in land, 

^ flho poem upon Sallee has forcible sentnneutS; but the ooa4«t 
won is feeble. That on the Kepjurs (d St Faurs has something 
vulgar and obvious : such as the mention of Amphion ; and some^ 
ilUng violent and harsh da, 





H3 

Hd m viOkiii to $m9 

The Qfimfiikc' gmt «po«U4s« aiii 4*1^ 

«tiite-Q)>«««triag fiMi> ^ Uk« a chain 
$«emM tc flcnfinci aad hhipc atfaln ' 

Which the glM Mint phi^ hS' atliU eoiniMiiiniS^ 

At auQ» tha ripcir fxm hiii futcnal hanil* 

ScMa%a^{Ui|c^ trh«h wadhrida , 

Of ike two M isoi|iJkkHa, tko fiaHs Sh extravagtetl, «ll3 iJi® mmd 
mean, ^ >,» , 

HSa i^falso of the Qthioh. ioo im4 tlid 

r thottgkt, ikatuhe **iav«aldtdV9, bjouit^J;^Wl5w>e, a« gangrenes 
are cured l>y lopping 1?kh linp/* proBOnti lUdddug w ilfe lUiud but *» 
diBfftwtandWr&r* 

Of the ‘'Battle of thu it mvti& jHo eay 

whether ft h iiticpded horror ca^'^errlureui * The oeglu^ 

niug id top fipleudid ^1r jed^ c^ddiou toe Ught Ibt eei!'- 

omM The Tctttiheetiod & eiu4l<|ai tm «u»eufB ere lingentty die* 
placed, and the iihegeB ertlW)^ ampM^; bdt^ he &t etSa neither 
in loy or Borrow, it will soatne^ be ripa a Booohd ^ 

The *'^l*aucgyric’' on Oroxowtdl .ban obtained the public a 
Tcry liberal dlvidoad of pral#, uWli dtoweter oannot be said to 
have been unjnatly lavished ? for such a eeties of verses had raretv 
appeared In the Engllab language. Vf the lines some are grttno, 
some are gnac'efitl, and all are uiuaScal There is notr and tJHen a 
feeble vetm qj[ a ttldlng thought; but Its great Ikult is the choioo 
of its hcror ' 

The poem of *'The War with Bpain** begins with nnes ftiore Vi* 
gorou9 and striking than Waller ia aooustomtd to produce. The 
Buweediiig parts are variegated with better passages and worse. 
Thote is «soniething too far fetched in the compariBoh of the Bpan* 
iurdd drawing tbo English on, by salntiiig St. Lucar With cannon, 
**io limbi' awakening the Ihm by bleating.** The fate of the Mar* 
t|ui i and hii Lady, wuo were burnt in their fthljn would have moved 
uiorc, Iwid the poet pot madf, him die like ihc Thiepix, because he 
had spices about him, nor expressed their aDTectioii a:^ their end 
by a conceit at once false and vulgar : 

Abvo in equal llsaics of l«ir«t6cy Wn'C# 

ABd now together are u» ashes tuxn'C. 

The vomes to <’har)os, on his return, were doubtless intended to 
conntei balance tbo Vaucgyric on Ctumyrelh If it has been thought 
iiifunor to that u Inch it i:i^aturally oomparedi the cause of its do 
fieieiicy hajs been already romatked. 

The remaining pieces H is hot necessaty to examine singly. 
^They iuu4 be tuppoJied to hsve faulte and beahtkft Of tho same 
kind vith the rest. The Sacred Poems, hoWw^, dgporve particu- 
lai regard; tluy were the work of WaUer*B d‘.i!jlniug life, of ^ose 
houw in which ho looked upon the fame and the folly of the time 
past uith the sentiments which his great predecessor IPetraroh be* 
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ifrhm 

^kudlis^ My «P % )mi, 


qmtlied to pqttwiity, 13^ hit jwioir *rf iS*at lo»# uA 
vhicli lia'vo gifen jbiim inpiortality* 

inottiSal jeakmy whicih apoum evwy iwi iwknrilttuff to 
mufilt. Woollenoo in aiMitiiOr^ ^wiijn %3P6ilcijlQOi|» 1^ dkm to bo^ 
)km |bit ibo miad gtowi m bo#; Kui Wt wbotia 

ttiO ^oed to oonlSem kmdwi:^ daily to a low 

By d^igb^ to tlm this of £bo liviuti wo lOiBim 
to m>k M of jjio 4oa4^ ^ «» 1# te 

tbo £^4 kjila Oteiai fKWrtioiu lAlcjjy ja «l<mbtl 6 j 9 

ws<ioia(aoari^ili^ aot ^ ^oVtoo waalolkk 

^bty^fth itopfovjM bll Jtimwto * *(# day® b«fow» to 
doflMf and W^oilor ^ x# bo bayo last at 

aay part m mMi ^ * 


but bai^ t&a fatal uvoi M'ao m iU wao «ubje«^ 

bla£iuo<M would bautdly baye boou bottor. 

II biuk )Mo tbe ianaa^tiou tbat v<m hm 

boon ioollttlo applied to tbo ptbpoxo® of iK«bhip» md n»u»y at- 
tottipto ba»re beon jaade Ip auSuiuto by poetry* That 

they haiTo Very aeldum attaiuod iholt onad ia «ufll 4 eatly kixowii, and 
it may not bo improper to iw^JlUire wby tb<y have miacarried 


Ijot »o pioUfl ear be , . , ^ 

autlidHitleay that pooUoal dm^otiem pahuot ofteu pl^ii^^The doo* 
tariuea of l^llgion atay Indeed be dertwided In a didadtio poeiu ; 
atMi who h 5 w tho happy ponder of arguing ii» Toreo, will not Irwo 
itbeoao&ehia aabjeot ia Mred. 4 poet maydea^-ribo tlie beuuty 
and tho graudenf of J^ature, the fluwom ot the and the 

harveeta of AutmtoPt the tiobn'tudea of the f*de, and tho revolu 
lions of l^e Skyi and praiHO the Kakof for Ids wnrkt», 10 Imes which 
no mderahaU lay asida t^he eul^oosof the disputation is not 
mety, bui the motives to piety; that a/C the dwmnpt irm is not Ood^ 
Wt idle wofhs of Qod. « 

Ocmted)|>|atit« pietyf or halercourse betwren Uf>d and the 
hUmaP oannotbe poetioid, Mahy admitted to implore the 
meroy of ku Oroator, and pkad the pi hu Uedeetiier» m ab 

ready in a higher state than poetry (m wifcr, ‘ 

The emmte of poetry H invention; sneh inventions as by pro- 
ducing aomoching unexpocted, aurpiises and d^ights The topics 
of devOtiona are few and being few «ire nmversiUJy known, but, 
fow as they arp» they <»n be male no %on , they can recti vo no 
gWMso from novelty of aontlment^ and very little from novelty of 

Poetiy pieaime by exhibiting m idea more grateful to the mind 
than things it^msel^s alfordv This eflept proceeds fr<^m th'*' dis- 
p}a)auf those parts oi nature which attraoty and the oencealment 
of ikom ^htoh re£H^, the bmagittation but religion mnit be ahew'n 
asitia, su^resi^mi imdjudditlon equally ooiruptit. andeuoh aa 
it h)^ itlslmwimalri^ 


\dA If I advance. In oppeeltto to many 
iev'otion oaanot often plWelwThe doc* 
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Wrm potttty the VeanJer jiaitJy expects, ftn4 from ||p6d poetv^ it** 
ways obtaiaas^ the enlargement of hk comprehension and 
of hie fancy ; but this is rarely to be hope4 by Christians firom 
trical dcTotiom Whatever great, ^esirablOj or treil%milons, hi 
comprised m the name of the Ctipreme Being. Omnipotence ean^ 
not bo exalteid; Inh&ity oannotbe ampHflMj Perfection cannot 
be Improved. 

The cmployrmni^ of pious invitation Faith, Thanhegiving, 
liepentanoo, and Supplication. faiUi, invariable cannot 

be invested by fancy# with docoratiohe- I'hanhsMvifeg, the mjst 
loyful of all holy ennsions, yet addressed to a Bfsmg without pas^ 
‘^sions, is conMed to a few modes, and Is to be felt rather than mi* 
pressed, liepeuisnce# l^mbHag In the preseime of Ihe i^dge, is 
not at leisure for oadehoee apd ^Itheta Bapplical^Oa of man to 
man may diffuse Itself through many topi<8 of persmiBion; but 
supplloaiion to God canpitly cry for i^icrcy. 

Of sentiments pufely refigiemSj it will Jbe found that the moet 
simple expression is the mo^ sublime. Poetry loses its lustre and 
its power, because It is appliii to the decoration of something 
mmti exoellent than Itself. All th%t pious verse can do is to help 
the memory, and delight the car, and for4(heee pniposcs it may m 
very useful ; but. il supplies nothing to the mind. The Ideas of 
Christian Theology are too simplu for SiOijnV^e, too seared for fid*, 
tion, anOoo mf^eetic omaniVt; to recsimmraid them by 
tropes aiPbgures, is to by a concave mirror the sidereal 

hemisphere. 

As much of Waller's reputation was owing to the softness and 
smoothness of bis Kumbef«; it II proper tn consider those minute 
particulars to which a yersi^r attend. 

He certaitdy very mu<di cxc«^hd in smoothneae mod: of the wrh 
tm who were living when his poetry commended. The poets of 
Biiaabct h had attained an art of modulation,, which was afterwiSrds 
neglected or forgotten. Faiifax ym acknowledged by liiin as his 
model ; and he might have studied with advantage the poems of 
Davies, which, though philosophical, yet seldom leaves the ear un- 
gratified. 

But he rather smooth than strong; of 'Hhe full resounding 
lino/' which Pope attributes to Pjydea, he has given very few ex- 
amples. The critical decision has given the praise of strength to 
Denham, and of sweetness to WnUer, - 

Iliu excellence of verification lome ibatementa. He uses the 
expletive do very frequently; ajid, though he lived to Bee it almost 
universally ejected, was not more carefttlto avoid it in bis composi- 
tions than in hia first. Frail© had given him confidence; and find- 
ing the world satisfied, he saGsfied himReif. • 

His rhymes are soinetimel weak words : is found to liUke the 
rhyme twice iu ten linos, and ocoura often as a rhyme through hi! 
book. 

His double rhymes, ifi hetoio verse, have been oeniured by Miii 
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Pliilipp, who was liia rival in the translation of Corneille’s Pompey; 
aiid more faiUtfi might be found, wore, not the inquiry below atteiv 
tion. 

lie aomctiines uses the obsolete termiiwitiou of verbs, as mixcth 
cfftMk ; and samctiinca retains the final syllable of the preterit, 

ai/iurw^, &vq>}mtd, of which 1 know not whether it is not to the 
dctrimont of our language tikat wc have totally rejected them. 

Of triplets he is sparing* but he did not wholly forbear them; 
of an Alexandrino he has given no example. 

The g6iieral charaotfr oi hi^ poetry is elegance and gaiety. He 
is^cver pathetic, and very rarely sublime. He seeius neither to 
have had a mind much elevated by nature, nor fiin])lihcd by leam-^- 
ing. His tiumghts arc such Jis a liberal convcrsalien and large ac- 
(juaintanoo with life ^^ou^ld easily J’upply. Thj^y iiad However then, 
perhap?, that grace of tmvclty w'hiclnaoy are now often suppofwd 
to w’ant by thotMi who, Having alvet-dy foimd them in latter books, 
do not know or inquiry who produced thtSii firnt. TUIm tri^atment 
is unjiHt. Let not the original author lose by UU imiUtom. 

Praise, however, sUo^ld be duo bofqrc it L given. The author of 
“WalkT’s Life ascribes to him thfe first practice of what Br)tnra‘Uri 
find some late critics call of iwingin the same verse 

many w ord.'i begiiimng with the seme- letter. But this knack, what- 
ever be its value, was ao frequent among early writers, that Gas- 
coigne, a writer of the sixteenth ceutarj, warns the jmung poet 
agaimst afihctiag it: Shakiv.pe.in‘, in ths Mii|i»um,^|P Night’s 
liream,” is ssupposed to riduimc it ; and in another sonnet 

of llolofernes fully disphj'j, it. 

He borrows t »o many of his sontimonts andinusiratioas ffv^>m the 
old Mythology, fiw wdiich it is vain to ph;;;d the example of ancient 
poels; the deities, which they intr.Hluced frequently, c-ni- 
^i(ierod as reaiitico, far as to be roeeivc<I by the imagination, 
whatever sober reason might even tb m det.'rmino, 

JLic of thoiie iinagc'^ tiui.* has the sploudunr. A fiction, 

not only detected but despised. f%m nevf r rJIbrd a solid ba^iia to uny 
position, though sometnnt’S U may furninli a imiBieiit nUuwion, or 
£^iigut illa.^stratiou. No modern monarch can be much exalted by 
hearing that, IlercultM hail hits club, ha had iiift nav^-. 

Ibjt the praise of Wallar, thmigh nimd) uny be takuii away, much 
Will remain ; for ii cannot bo denied that ho added something to 
our elegance of diction, and something to our pA>x>ri«ty of thought ; 
and to him may ]>s applied what Tii*.so fusL with equal spirit' and 
justice, of Kim H' If and UuaTini, when having pcrustul tho 
Fid<jf ho cried out, ** If he had not md 1 wr-iu, he had not exccL 
led it.” 

As Waller profigMd himself to hfiva leamcd the art of vmilica- 
tion fro® Fairfax, it has boon thought proper to subjoin a specimen 
of hb work, wliich, after Mr. Iloolc'n Trauslalion, will perhti])s not 
be soon repriiitod. By knowing the atate iu w*hich Waller found 
our poetry, the reador may judge how muoh he improved it. 
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1 . 

steed (thhi^LUe) kis mistresse bore 
Through foireBts tbicke among thesb&die treenoi 
Her feeble bad the bridle raines ^orclore, 

Haifa in a swoune 4b e was for feax% 1 weene : 

But her flit oonrew^ f^pared nere the more^ 

To beare her throagh the •desert wwoda uitneene # 

Of her strong Coes; that chas’d her through the plldae> 
And still ptmrnM, hot fittH pursu’d in vaJiie. 

2 . 

Like as the wearis hounds at last retire, 

Windlesse, disnleasod, from the fruitte chabe, 

When the ftlieneast Tapitht in bu^h atfid brire, 

Ko art nor pains chn rowse i>ut of hiS pWo : 

The Christain kujl^htiao MI of shame and ire 
Keturned bodke, with fatUt and wearie pace I 
Yet atUl the fearful Paipe ded> swift m wind£» 

Nor ruer staid, nor euSr Jookt behinde* 

% 

Tliroiigh thicke and thinuo, all night* all diay, she driued, 
Wii bouton comfort, conrpanie, nr guide, 

Her gjaiutft and tearos wkh euer^r thought tf-uiued. 

She heaid and saw her greefes, but nought beside 
But when the suiuie his burning chariot diti^>d 
In Thetis wane, and w< arie leame vntide, 

^ Oa lordanV sandb banks her conr»e aim staid, 

At last, there down© she light, and duwnc "he laid, 

4 , 

Her tcares, her drinkui her food, her sorrowings. 

This was bir diet that viibappic night : 

Kat aloepc (that swett repose and quiet briug)^) 

'J'u eaiwt the grooff*^ of dix ontouted wight, 

Spred Ihorth his toudir, suit, and nimble wings 
III bid dull armes foulduig the >irgiu bright ; 

And lone, hi*i mother, ahd Urn gruecs kept 
Strong watch and warde, while thn faire Ladie ble))L 


. • 5 ^ 

The birds uwakie her with their morning song, 

Their warbling musjcke pearat her tender care, 

The munaurmg brooktw and wbiatUng wtnde^among 
The railing buugh<.*«, a«td Jeauei, their paits did bare ; « 
Hot eios vndoa’d behold the groura along 
Of fiwaiuCB and shepherd ^roomes, that d^v^lUogs weaio 
And that awoct uolne, birda, wunds, and waters sent, 
Trouokt again the virgin to lament. 
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6 . 

Her pUitth were infceiwpM wiili at^onikd, 

ThtAt seem’d trom thickufrt ba4W to pr<toeed 
Bottle loli^ shepherd Aqug » luntie IVUttdi 
Awd to hiH V >ice had tuiid hi^i^ten reed ; 

Tbuber eho eent^ act old matt there ^e fOttM 
(At whdke ri^jht hapd hit little floch did feed) 

Bat making hetkete, hi» three eoetm amaiag, 

That leeru'd their fiithert art, efi^l^wn'd hie iKitt^. 

Beholdittg one iudhixiittg ermes 4pp«ttre| 

Ol'he Beetle man and hU were eereLdi^naflid ; 

Bat sweet Ermlttla comtoted their 

Her t’entall vp, her rieege otten lald^ ^ 

You happy felke, ef heaucn rw.haiod^eft*^ 

'Werlt on (quoth «he) upon your harmtet^ee iraid, 

These dreud full aimen 1 heare no warfare bring 
To your eweet toUe, jtipr tho^tt sweet tunes you ting. 

" 8 * 

But fethor, since thU land# ihew towtios and tower% 
Oi-Mioicd aie with swoid, with ftto and fipotle. 

How It be uobmt, that >ou and youm 
In pttierw ihn«, npptio your humieewi toitelf 
hSy mmm {quoth he) this poie estate of oms 
le t'Uer rute iiom sWnn of wAthke hroilo; 

This Wildernesse doth V» in iiaieUe kt epe, 

Ko thundering dxum^ no triuppet hre&kes our sleeps. 

Haply in^t bu»u’'»e de^eo and shield of right 

Ihnh hmi the uf simple 

Ihe thunderlwdtf* on I i^hcKt ttvouiiit^in«iljtkt« 

And Mtld or nnur i^trtKe the low**! plamta * 

kio<sa have ojrise to Ilai ^ 

they who&tt ^weat uijd toile tueir tUuucr gaiuea, 
^'or e\er gieidie '^oldier wi^a eutiaed 

By jtoueriioj noi^lected and doepo*cdf 

10 . 

O pouertie^ chefo of the heHii'nly brood, 

Dearer to me than woaUh oi kiugly orowne I 
1^0 wi<*h fu^r hotiouff thirsta ot othfr good, 

|C#)n n*oue my heart, c .ntented with mint* otvne 
Ty'o quei ch out* thirrt with w<»ter of this flood, 

Uoi itar we poiaon should therein be thrownu: 

These hUie fio<ka of abeepe and t*^n<ier gnntoH 
Qitto isilhtf for foocb and wool to laakf u« ooftittn. 





U. 

We wigh* we neo^ but little Wbitlib^ 

From oold aA<i hunger v% to clni^iH end feed | 

There ere my eonneg, their care preeerqiw from eteelth^ 
Their father'# ttooke, nor eemitm i^oe I need : 

Amid these 1 welk^ oft for m heelthi 
Aud to the miheg, bird« end beaste gine 
How they ere fed^ In torrent, ejwuig end lehlii 
And thetr couteiitmeitt ior emmpU take ^ 

• 

Time wa^ (for each one hath his doting fitsae, 

These «ilu«r loyk^ #eje golden tre-ssee than) 

Thftt countne bfe I a crime. 

And from the forregtg eweet conti'tttm^nt ran, 

To Memphia’ etattdy ^allaoc would I clime. 

And there beoaraf tfu* mightic CaUphee man, 

And th mgh ! hot a aimple gardner weare, 

Yet could I mark abtLsee, aee and hearer 


18 * 

BnHped on with hope of future gafne, 

J goffered long what did my soul displease) 

But when my )outh want spent* my hope was vaibay 
I felt my native atrength at last deerewse ; 

I gan my UxMse of lufttie ycerea oomplaine. 

And wxsht I had enjoy’d thd countries peace ; 

1 bad the court farewell, ^nd with content 
Hy latter age here have 1 quiet spent* 

U. 

While thus be spake, BrmlnSa hu'tibi and still, 

Hi« wise tU'^couiscB heard with great attention, 

His Hpeeches graue those idle fancies kill, 

Which in their troubled ftoule bred such dissension ; 
After UfQch thought reformed was her will, 

Within those woods to dwell was her intention, 

Till fortune should oocasion new afford, 

To turne her home to her desired liord. 

* 15 . 

Bhe said therefore, O shepherd fortunate I 
That troubles some didst whilom feele and prone, 
Tet liuest now in this contented state, • 
liCt my mishap thy thoughts to pitle mOue, 

To cntertaiue me as a willing mate 
In shepherds life, which 1 admire and loue; 

Within those pleasant groues perchance my hart, 
Of her dlscomlbrts, may ynload some part. 
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If irealth of woRt ^wtftonwnl 
U wwols riol^ ihm diddeRt Mid in 3^1^ 

Edojb fttoipe tliereof mch ideiitinhaiie 
A$ to a gproedie minde well ffMcA : 

Witli thmt down.0 triclclea Htt&ilf wailwerieere. 

Two cbxi^tail Rfcr<*aiuo$ fell froja her wnirle ew» ; 
Part of hcT aad niisMatite than eb« told» 

And wept, and with Mr wopt that i^epMrd old# 

It 

With Bpoechoft UintOj ^0 gm the tirgin dear^» 
Towards his oottago gen% home to gtsidtft $ 

Hie aged wife there ^adq her homelt ohear«i 
Yet weloomde her, tdA pM her hy Mr eMc. 

The Prlsueem dand a pwx msimm £eaih| 

A kerdilef ooursh ^oh her head she tide ; 

But 3ret her geettireR and h^ lookes (I geese) 

Were each, as ill heseeih’d a shepheresso. 

la. 

those rude garments could obscure, aiid hide 
The hoau’niy heautle of her augeln jftice, 

Kor wai her princely ojSspring datumlidsi 
Or ought dhpmg'dr, by these lahouta bace : 

Her little docks to pasiuro wquld she guide. 

And milk her goatea, and in their folds them place, 
Both cheese and butter could she make, imd iramo 
Her selfe to please tho shepherd aad his dame* 


rOMPKET. 

Or Mr. John Pomfret nothing is known but from a slight and con- 
fused account prefixed to his poems by a nameless friend ; who re# 
lates, that he ims the son of the Kot,Mr. Fomfret, rector of Luton, 
in Bedfordshire ; that ho was br^'d at Oam^ndge * eniered into or- 
ders, and was rector of Malden, in Bedfordshire, and might have 
risen in the church ; but that, when he applied to Dr. Oompton, 
bishop of London, for institution to a living of considerable iralue, 
to nrhloh he had Men presented, he found a troublesome obstruc- 
tion raised by a malicious iuterpretation of some passage in his 
** Choke; ” from which it was inferred, that he considered happi- 
ness as more likely to be found in the company of a mistress than 
of a wife. 

This reproach was easily obliterated : for it had happened to 
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Tomfrot AS to almost all other who plan eohemes of life ; ho 
bad departed from his purpow, and waa then married. 

The malice of bis eiien)dee hid a \ery fatal eonseqnencd; 

the delay cosisfcraitted his attendapoe In London^ where he caught 
the small pox, and diad id 1*^3, In the thirty-ailth year of his age. 

He ppblislKd his poems in f 'ipd h&s been alwa^a the fa« 
vonvite of that class of roadhnUi whd, withontTOpifey or otitioihm, 
seek only their o^n aamsepieui. 

His ‘‘Choice” exhibits a sjHtem of life adapted to ocmmoti notione, 
and equal to common exp{K*tutioii» ; Inch a etate aa affords plenty 
and trampi^lity, without excluacn of intellect tial plcaattrea. Ifr- 
liapeno <‘omnositi(m in our lim^tage has been oftener perused than 
?omfret’« ** Choice.” 

Jo his other poems tJure ia an easy rolubUitj ^ the pleagure of 
smooth metre is afforded to tpe ear, and the mind ie not oppreafted 
with pouderouH or cntoqj^led with intricate sentiment. • Ee plolHce 
many ; and ho nho j^eaiee many mUdt ha>c some species of meEt. 


DOBSHT. 

Of the Karl of Dorset the chsraotor has bi‘e«i drawn so largely and 
so dogAnUy by l*nor* to whom he was familiarly known, that no« 
thing c^n be abided by a casual |uibnd» m author is so generally 
road, it would be uselesfl offtcionsness to transcribe it, 

Charles HaeV\iUc woa born January 21, Hi37. Hating been 
educuted under a private tutor, he imveUed into Duly, and rt 
tumed a little boioro tho Jleftoution, Ho w'as chosen into the 
parliament that was calledj, the Orinstcad in Huasex, and 
soon bt’cume a favourite of JL'harles the Second , but uiidertook no 
public employmciit, being j^o eager of the rlototw and licentious 
pkftsurea which young men of high rank, who vpired to be thought 
Wits, at that tiuje imagined ihotnaclNes entitled to indulge. 

Cue of thc'< frolics has, by the imimstiy of Wood, come down to 
p^o^ttrify. Sack\i)le, who was thfu kord Buckhurrit, with ft\r 
CJharlcs Sedlcy and Sir Thom as Ogl®, got dnipk At the Oook in 
Jtow street, by CnvctiMhirdein, and into the balcony, exposed 
themselves to the popujaco la very indecent postures. .At last, as 
they grew warmer, Sedley stood forth naked, and harangued the 
populace in such prufa.ue language^ that the public indignation was 
awakened ; the crowd attempted to force tho door, and, being re- 
pulwd, drove in the performers with stones, andibroko the windows 
of t he house. 

l^’or this misdemeanour they were indicted, and ^^edley was fined 
five hundred pounds ; what was the senten<^e of tho others is not 
known. Medley employed Kiiligrew and anoihei to procure a re- 
mission from the King; but (mark the friendship of the diaso- 
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tut# I) tkigr hifitgiA thefiiMlor i!)eia»6lY«%«i]^il exikOted to tiie iMi 

groat. , . 

In 1#$^ liifOMl Bookliiirit attond^ tho Bnko of York as a yc^un- 
tior m w$xt and ^ In of Jane li yrm 

oi^to<)^ gmt ^otoh were IbuirtOon otkem Wea^ di^ 
M Ojpdam tko adtdlml^ ^ ^g««e4 J^ko Duke, tvaa kloim 
ii|> koftiao kirn, witkall ; 

On the day before the battle^ . ho k' oald tolan% oom|>oeed the oe^ 
lebrated eonfr, To all yoh now nl ted.** wkh ostial tran^ 
<|0iUtt7 of mind and pi^bnp^iide 'kf wiir Mdom imy aolendid 
BtCi^ k wholly i kayo kear^b Ike late Dari of Orrery, 
who WM Hke^ to hake good hiic^ilaiy Intdilig^noe/ .tet Lo^ 
Baokhttirat hw been a week empkyed opon it^ an# only re ionehed 
or dniahod It 00 the memorable emdm But eteh I&, Whatever 
it may eubtract from hie tadllUy; lekym him hia ooorage* 

Ho wm eo<m liter made a ^imhaa the frad-dbamber, and 
Bent ott ihort embainda to DfaBoe. * 

In ld74« tlmo8tam;il1^&ald JMm Cr^ Dar! of Middle* 
se;t> came to him by ito oifaer> death, and the title was conferred 
on him the year after. ’ la l|^7, be became, by the tetb of his 
fhther, Bari bf Doraet, and inherited the estate of his famiiy^ 
la IdSI, having bailed his wife, l^he family of Begot, who 
brought him ito child* he" married, a mwighter of the Earl of ^ortb* 
ampton, celobmied both for bcaaty tthd dndemt^ . ' 

He reoetved eomh IhronYable noim frbm King James ^ but loon 
found it netiiWiiKry «o oppose the vimnnde of his tnnovdtiona, and 
with some other lords a^eared in |f<^eltninstei^halb to oountonnnce 
the tmopB nl tholf trial* ' 

As onormitiflB grow etery day less supi»oHabH hp found it nooes* 
saty to ooneur ih the Sevolution^ He w(» one of those lords who 
sat every day iu oounoil to presoryo the public |>eaoe, after the 
King's depailure i and, what is not the moat iUnstrious action of 
hia lilb was employed to conduct the IPrjineom Anne to Nottinghiuii 
with a gnard, such aS might alarm ^pulaco, as they passed, 
with Ihlse apprehenSiona of hjsr danger, whatever end may be de- 
signed, there is always someUdhg despicable in a triok* 

He became, as may be easily supposed, a favouHte of Bing 
Willisun, who, the day after his accession, made him lord chamber* 
Imn of the household, and gave him afrerwardi the garter. He 
happened to be among those that were tossed with the King in an 
open boat sixteen hours, in very rough and cold weather, on the 
coast of Holland. His health onwards dei^ined ; and on January 
19, 1706-0* he died at Bath. 

He was a man whose elegance and judgment were uttiversally 
confessed, and whose bounty to the learned and witty was generally 
known. the indulgent affection of the public, tord fi>chester 
bore am^e teetimony m this remark : ** I know not how it is, but 
Xrford Buokhnist may do, what he will, yet is never in the wrong.** 
If Biioh a mall setempted poetry, we cannot wonder that his 
werka itm pmML Biydmi, ndtom, if Friar telle truth, he die- 
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tiuifuutliod by bi« b«ne&<3eiioe^ wktu liftvi^hed bis blaBdiahuients 
<m those who are not known to bjvve so well tleBorvoOi them, uadei> 
takmj? to prodiice authors our owja flotintrj enperioy to iboea of 
antiquity, says, I w^ould linatiutcpr yofitr Lprclnhip in aatire, and 
Sbak'^ponre in tr»|fedy,’* it be ^iwsgined that, of ^hj« rival 

to antiquity, all the satires were bttle personal inveotives^ and 
that hiw longest composition Van a Wg of al^>en utabtasl 
The blamO) however^ this ejtagcarated praiio^ falls on the en^ 
comiftBt, not upon the authof; whose performance afo, what they 
pretend to be, the etTuiMoufi pf a n^n eif wit , gar, rigorous, and 
algr. His verses to Howard shew grea* fergUty of mind ; ms4 Ms 
''Dodnda’’ W been ladutftd by Pope. ^ 

/« 


I 


* ♦ " 

STUPKBt. 

Gkorob STrMT«T, descended fronf'tbe $tepncy» <rf Prendegast In 
Pembf(dEe«hire, was bom at tV'esiminaier in K>d3 Of his lather's 
conditiim qt foriune I hav« no account. Uavu^g receind the dr^t 
pan o! hU cdwcatlon at WeslmihSter, where ho p4»s«d k.^% yeaia in 
the Cf'Uoge, ho went at nineteen io CttOkbridgch wbare he cominned 
11 friendship be^nn h< m^hool with Mr. Montagwe, afterwards Eiyl of 
HaUfaa. They came to London together, and are skid ^ have been 
invited into ubllp life by the Duke of Horset* '* 

Bh qniihfic&tions reco^mendvd him to many foreign 
meats, so that his time seems to have been spent ip aegociatjons*— 
In he was sent envoy to the Bleelor of Brandenhnrgh ; in 
to the Impcnil Gourt, in to the Elector of Surowy; m 
J 6 U 0 , to the Electiirs of hleuts and Cologne^ and the Uougress at 
franktopti in 16 ^$, aaeofmd time to Biaud^^whargh { in lofifO, to 
the King of I* «i.ind i in 170 l, again to the Emperor; and In 170 ®, 
to the Pistes tb-uend In J 607 , he was made one of the oommw- 
bioturiK of tiado Ills lift* Mm biwy and not lutig. He died in 
1707 , aTxbis burud tu Westmin^stir Abney, with this epitaph, 
which Jau>h transcribed • 
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^ <S&oauiui SrS»axtvs, Atodnr. 
a V-iT 

Oh ingonu eounien, 

LtierMrura Sctendsix} 

Morum Suavitatfiiai, 

Kenmi r*tir» , 

Viromm Cmw^MhUfOk 

Loignm. Stylu a« Vltw Btegnnttijlsi* 
Frwclsr A OfBum earn flritaoniw itus Kwrop* 
praetlt^a. 

fias Atftte maUum eflSbnitaa 
Apttd pottiuot s«w{Hif ctuhrandteti 

0 5 
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hegfktXimB oWii 

£& F!dp, Diligcntia^ ac Ftijdtate, 

IH Auftustifisiinorum FHnoliftluiu 
Oullclmi AtOios ‘ 

BiMou io \IU repofilkaia 

8»ad raio iiq^writ 
jpKMit tom^fia hono^iti^ Oundwi^ 

Brcvl Teoforii Q{mti«OQnK»cltto(»« 

Cum Nutar# 9mm Hm ^ti« 

AojuaJa* 4wpirmit«m pladdo affiiam. 

On th« Leffc 

0. 8, “ 

Ex £<t^«|||ri FaaattU 8t0p>o«SOfid«, 

De )Nin<;$rfi8t, to Oomlfattu ' 

W<9«wt»wiatorii natus A* 

^ EkjKAiua to Colto^iwn ^ 

SiuROti PMfl Veitoiwuist, 

TItoUatda Cantat). 

Coninlividrnm qtifhuji C«(mrttieTptl 
Cura comntisfla e$t 401)7. 

Chelseifler tnortaua. Ai c<YmiUinte 
Magna rrfxiamm 
Ftcqoe&tia, buc stoM 17^7. 

It to wportcd titot tlie jurcnilc comjtoOitions ef Btfi>ney ** made 
pcy authotK J &noii not wheiber hto poema usU appear 

Hijcfc womlew to tke preecn t nge One oaanot always enaily find the 
refljjoii fv>r whieh the world hjw eometuaea oonspited to fi<|oander 

S ratoo. It w not very nnlihely that he wrote very early ae well ae 
e ever wrote ; and the p^iTfomancea of* yonih lia\e many tovour. 
♦Trf ; hecanAc tho anthora yet lay no daini to public hououta, and 
are thcrefurd not coupidcred aa rivala by fclie dtotributors qf fame* 
lie a[>partnt}y proic’^^ed Iiimaelf a poqt^ and added hto name to 
the* othrr wit's in tho VTe*>aoh of Juvenal; but he to a very 
3iceotiosi«s tran'dator; and doei not re<;omp«H»e btonegleot of tho 
author, by beauties of hie ow*'. In hie original poems 4*ew and 
then, a happy line may perhaps be found, and now and then aehort 
eompohition may give pleaenro. But there to in the whole^ little 
cither of the grace ol wit, or tho vigour of natui’O. ' 


J. PHILira 

John Puittra was Imm on the JJhih of BeceTOber, 1676, at Bamp- 
ton, in%fordahire; of which place hto father, Doctor Stephen 
Y^hilips, archdeacon of Malop, was mintoter, The tot part of hto 
t'dttcation was domeatie ; after which he wa« aent to Winchceter, 
where, ba we are told by I)r. Bewel, his biographer, he wiw eoon 
dtotinguwhed by the sttpeiiority of hto exercto ; and what is leas 
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to bo oredited, somudi httnsolf to bis soboolfellcmB 

by bit civility tutd |ood naitu^, tbit tb|^/Witbo«it tottimiir or ill 
vriJl, eaw him indulged by Iho amabair itt immtmitiea. It 

it relfttod that, when He «^dom mincled in play 

with the other bnfc h^'^fl^beir, whore bit Sovereign 

plcaswre wji& to ftlt, tmrif^p ibmv bhi iiair wat combed by 
Bomobody, who)5e''ww’vie«'byi*foittBd 
At school he l^i^e Acqfn^Jnt^'^ih mo- 

dem, and ;03;ed his attention particularly MilioK 
In 1^64, he entered, j^hujfeirat Christ cfMuth/ a aolle^ at that 
time hi th)^ hjlgheBt >eptitictieia^ the ^tt^miaBion 'ot ^mthya 
(icholars to the eitrei Mb h^d nltex^bird^ of ; Aldrichs Here 

he w as distingniah^ at)h ehdbent Moug the bminmil, abd 
for ft-iondsliip particuhrly kgimate'iHth hln Seftth, anther of 
''Phaedra and Hipnoliuk^' f he prdfoBBion whfeh he Initetldbd tb 
follow was dhat of ^nd tdolf . in natural 

bifttory, of Miich. Imm^ W&k hW f' 

His reputetinn was eoUllBii^d to hie IVieBdfe^a to the .University ; 
till about 1 yo-'i he extended it tea wider cirde by the ** Splendid 
Shilling/* which, etnick the public atteutioiifFith a Modeof wvb 
tinsj; new and iitrcxpectod. ■ ■ ^ , 

Tini?i performauoe raised him bO high, that, 'when Buropo re- 
bounded ivith the victoiy of, Blenheim, Bo was probatdy ^vitii an 
ooenit opj^MSitien to Addkon; employed to deliver the actrlematioa 
of the l^^rieai; ^ It k said that he would willingly have declined the 
ta»#k, but that hie frietids urged, It upon him. It appears that be 
wrow hhi« poem at the hou^ of Mr* Si .lohti. ' •* r 
** BfenbeW' was published in 1705. The neiti yojtr pTuduced hi« 
great work, the poem upon Older/* in two booJts ; which waa ro- 
oeived with lend praists, and continued long to bo read, as au 
iaiitetiOtt df Virglrs (leotgio, which needed not Shim the presence 
of thC'Urig.Miftl: » ' v ' ' - . 

He then grew pi^hbly n^ore cenfideut of, his own abilities, and 
Inigan to noeditatc a poem; on the ** ba«t I>sy f a aubjeefc on which 
no mind can hope to e<juai ©atpechition, 

Tlds Wbrh hi did not iito fiviish ; his dlseusos, a slow con- 
Humptiun Snd an asthma, put a atop to hi^ studies, and on Feb. 
15, 170tS, at the beghming of his ihirby^third year, put an end to 
his 11 to. 

He was buried in the cathedral of Hereford j and Sir Simon 
Harcourt, afterwards Lord Chancellor, - gave him a monument in 
Wesfcuunster Abbey. The inscription at Wefitminster was written, 
as I have heard by Dr, Atterbur}^ though commonly given to Dr. 
Frh'ud. 

Hi^ Bpitaph at HtTeferd. 

JOIiAJmES rlULtPS. 

Obut 16 die Feb. Anuo [ 

suit as. 

Cujus. 
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twiaiTA** l»anc in?i|4oe : 

i]e4ai<u)« Op^irtk cuiuittlo ; 

^ fij Tumalum deid^iiSt 

T«w|awi» tdl 

<tuiilM qu»nuii|qa» Vtr (^li, 
illft & Ttfnelaxtt. 

AecorAt, 

Qfxm Inteiita «ft3» Coi;tii^t^s p u» 4t o4li»^iV;a^ 
1ir«^turh(><rftxum 
A M4AIA Vaitm 

Bilocti BfteaBioritP Aim dto^Wi 

Hi^ Epikph W^UoiMeyt 

ptm^ttotur Osh, 

Hoc Ja iHlubro sHtuitpr f nuuH, * 

BfitMOltu omiHH pervMpitiE F«ii% 
30»AKNE»Pt»i-im.' 

Vitt« boAiB doctutqA|» juxU el^s,. 
ImmoftidAt^am lAgeamyD, 

Ear>dstHiH txx utiAU, 

Mlro Aoiial 
Horuin 
HottHUVU 
LitteHnpti Atucmiorum 
<t,ttAip WjfttotiS» ?u«r MTttiw ctepsarot, 

Inter i Aluainns 

in iito )MCti<dNi}n iHniikUK' 

PvepoLftiii. 4i<riuioiaioa e)»ltatu« 

Optami* scfjbumJi Idnifissns timper intentu#, 

CtillB'mn scriAPtite Put coAip<nui(. 

A Oraeeia Luin^iKtUbi fooUbAt ftAnnUT doducH, 

Attiicis Epmani«qu4^ itnflba* ornnim) dig m 
Vtisrauuoi MnirinauUm 
llyt*>mo didioerat 
AntKiHO IUp, tibcfo HtimftMrmil 
Ad fH tpHs npto iirorirns, & 

Kcm QAtnenv m ettcuUnm l«r t. nMkuntHtuf), 

Non Clausul^iH H miuter «APAitttiUiA Him 
Mctir* . 

Vui m hoc Isttdts 

Pi iitnobuo p ent p^r 
Bes »eti TenuH Ho UfAndw. sou 
Ornan HSAfOKernt 
Nusqiuun iw« quod dHUit, 

Pt tid t, & ViNvrOAlliKl C>)lt. 

rjjuooutujue gt^rldm ^ ertK'rct, 
h Audi Autluir k Mi^onioi a tifox. 

> as tit Uttro, 

Au5o Uett a tua iV|dt.»<Hum Lc||b di«r«der«, 

0 Po* vitf Auf<>lKMui«} PftHi, atque rondltwr, ChAUecfto, 
Alteram tlbi 1 cUndeir 
\ .>tam ccrt« Oio«re« tons unoiqur htip.twtmtn 
Non dfdeGQbit Chorom 
Hi won JlAKt'POBT Milea, 

Irl bfn® do no, de LitUrm Herd* 

^uoAd vl>er*t Fautor, 

Po 1 Oblnni pin mouiorv 
Hoc asocttm poAl \oiult 
J. Pbilih 8i«rHA9t» 8. T p. Ar«)»idiAon{i!l 
Salop Vilnw iMieiis eat Saiupt nlm 
In Hpro Oinn Tiw 80 l<>7g 
Obtit HerAtordke, Fdb. 1&, ITUS. 
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PMlipft has bfl6n lUtraya witTiioT*t wtradjction, or a roan 
modest, blaroekps and pious; urbn b^ra «i£iIrronrng4i^ of fnrtime 
ifflthnnfc disj^ontent, and witboutitm* 

mtienco; beloved by tSosp iM5t ambitions to 

bo known. He was ^robsibty npi^ j^riiod ffel a ,wida ssSsnIe. Hi» 
conversation is cowibcadfcrd f<|r ii%^m)iocoaimibty^ fco 

bavo downd only amoU^ hia JntiinisleH, to 1 loM, that be 

was in company isiltf 4 t_^nd 

pkasuPoof to, pipoi ada^oiSoja t'O tobaiSi':J»^ro<;^i>Ucmed by' 
one of his Mograpbera, in all to irriti W* 

** he ; to, 1)^4 m tW, f% 

grant ftima In cjomitiqjji Jlfe he of 'titoa w,Kb 

please by otbndto, ,and whto b^oato te 

writings wer0 Mmired* . Knho.d?*od': 

anjf part of hw jrepntatioii toiwijdiered/- nakoa ^fc, 

John had disgraced . \. ‘ * =-■>'■ v ^ ^ '' ,wv, '''-,' , ‘ '' ;,' '' 

Hirworka im fOW.-' The ti® an- 

common merit of, an oHginaT, b«. thought 

preobtdod by the ancient 4W';^iSegUWie the souuditig 

words and fttOfcelj (wriAtrnoUon of Hltfcoto, % atjilfeppIleaJibii t6' the 
lowest and most trivial tlitiig«» grdti,lieft tho‘;jfihja i9%h a inoweii- 
tan triumph over thj^t grandeur '>hioh hitherto, he^H '*fs» c^x4ivee 
in adnumti^m; the wOrd*^ aud .tllttttgs'‘'ai'h w^ith'a, ticw 
appenuapje, fu'^d hoveliy 4s always grateful x?vierpM^s;}^n. np'pidn. 

But the , merit of such pnii^>iiie,es' begins' aitd^errda with th®' 
first suthoy, Jte'ihui should -a^n ^adapi^J^lU ton’s pUyme to the 
gnm iuddetoof c<?tnmou life^aj>d'‘evmt, wUh’-more art, 

which w*uihl m\ iwvdifUmdt, abuMt yfet Mt a small part of 
the praii^ti whuih PhiI5p?{.,to'hbti4u^d;li^ only hope tube 
coii5>4(;rv’ii the repoktev (/t'njG^.\.' ^ "'i , , 

^'Tim pfitody 6jldA»v'*^|}t’" the mdy ioletabk 

produetto of its author.^.-' Tnis Hs a cpMsnrc iuw 4oginfltic4 and 
violent The poem of *• Btohobu*' waft nenvp denied to bOitolera- 
ble, even by tlmae wjio do not alto it mptefne cxrctlence. It fs 
imtol the p<\L>ui uf a sotudar, ** uU inexpert of wnr;” of a man who 
writers boohs from bo,(»Ki<, and studies (no world iu a coUo:;o, Ho 
S'^ems to bfvv fomnid Ms ides^ cf^he &«ld of Bleubeim'' from tho 
baUios of il)r heroic ago?, c-r |he fe'iles of chivulyy, with very little 
coinprchvQftto of the qu'diuea^iieCenj&ry it> the c<>mpositioii of a 
modern hero, which Ad diwm ltodis^yfjd. with somuA propriisty. 
He makes llarlborongh’' beb^d ata^^etane® tb® slfvu^^htcr made 
by ‘^Tallard/’ then ba^e to fc^tiuin him, and mow 

his way tbrougli rateks madebcadl^ by toiiwprd: 

He imitates Mihon’^ ntol^tv^mdeed, but Imitaies them very 
injndioionbly. Hefatoity H WBy amibwhatever therein 

in Milton which to reader wi^hesto^j. all tot u obsolto, pecu- 
liar, or licentious, Is accuinutoed with great c^c by Bhilipv«. Mil- 
ion’s verse was harmonic m proporemu io the general state of 
our metre iu Milton’s age ; ^4; ff he hiid after to im- 

provements made by Hryden, it is reasonAbk to believe that he 
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would haye adtaiMed a more pleasing modulation of numbers into 
his work; down with avremdution to amke no more 

music than h^K^ul ; to want all that his. master wanted, though 
ho is very far A’cnh having what his master had. Those asj^mties, 
ther^dre, l^tu^0'Vehor^bleintdid:*^f«ttudb^ arc coittompr 
tibWin the Blei^elm.'*^'''' • -«V' ' 

Th^e is a Ijatin *ode writton to dwa natrott St. John, in return 
for a present of wine and tobacco, whieli oaiiuot be passed aSthout 
notice. It is gay and dcgaht, and cEhibiis sistoral nrtfhl accom* 
modatiom of claasdc exprofimmi tO^U^w purposes. It seems better 
tfitned than the ode of ; * 

To the poem on^“C^d0r,>5'y^tfc^ of*the '^Ueor* 

gicfl,*^ may he given this pedulSar pialte, that Hj h grounded in 
truth ; tlmt the p^epta which it edn^us are exact and just ; and 
that it thereforeV a hodkoflettteTtMnmcutaad of acknoc. 

This d was told by J^Hler, thO great gard|ner and botanist;, whoso 
expression was, there were many hpohs Vritten on the same 
subject in prose, wdjiich do not contain bo much truth as that 
poem.” - , . I ' 

In the disposifcipn of hS» matter, so as to intersperse precepts ro> 
lating to the culture of ti*e «8 with eentiments more, generally 
alluring, and in eaft> and graceful ti'aufdtions from one subject to 
another, he has very diligimtly imitated master; hut he has nn- 
happily pleaded himself with blank verse, and 8 ui‘po«ed tliat tbu 
numbers of Milton, which impress the mind with veneration, com- 
bined HR th(jy are with suhject^t of iticoncoivable grandeur, could, be 
ftusrfiaiiied by imagOfi whioh at most can ruse only to elegav.co, CVm- 
tending angels may phnho the regimisof Heaven iu Idank ver^o; 
but the ^ow of otjual in^un^, and the embellishmouts ot rhyme ; 
must rec'^mmend >tir attention' to the ait of ingrafting^ and decide 
the merit Of the ^'redlstre^' and “paarmain " 

What study could confer, Plitlipa, had obtained ; hut imtural th*- 
ficteiK^ cauofe be supplied. He seems not horn tt> greatness and 
elevation. He is never loity, nor does be often surprise with unex'* 
pected excellence ; but [whap^ to his last poera may be applied 
what Tully said of the wwks of Lucretius^ that *' it is written wdth 
much art, though with, few biases of godfeis.'' • 


Tlie following fragment, wdtfeen by Bdmuud Smith, upon the 
works of Philips, has been transcribed Iroui the Bodl^an znanu' 
scripts. 

* This fMif 1 am ■w'.Uiii;? to tnefidon. the^ft seema he ha error in all 

the prtwtert coijie«, wl.jfc’h 1>, 1 fl»d, retatjiwJ ni the last, Thvy all reed ; 

Quaw Gratiarum cure Ueeentirtm 
0] O! cQi Vinus tuWdet. 

The author probably wrote 

Guam Grotiarum cim decenikina 
Ofiwt; labeUts ctti Venus inSiUet. ' 
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" A rnfARWOUtf M800TJSMS« fO TfiB P6W OV MB* JfinrM, TOH M 
tJHAlUOTBH Of aif WatTWOS. 

^^'li'k^iogethef as oq^itobli^iime Bclooni^i a^nlijie ^mix of 
iito^e who havo dbiiagoia^el themselyei .by. WTili^. ao 
tiKwe who aro jpeaowi^ for 

th«y;'who omitributeoo o^oeh i^otild 

have share ife; 

by thdr frioaisL^ !For ho ihodest Wffli 

ia perfedAoo? Wiilwnthoh* own pah^rics j hha ife 4 * h^ 
tlmt they <^oaW go without ooJy feiby tS^eiio^wo 

deserve li !Phe >ead laf wri^ag tive^ for the Sxaitiw^ pf the 
reader j it will IwiM the power very few to iniitBteihe Jwte of 
Marlborough} we mufit be copteut with odizhhiughiti great qu^ii* 
ties and jaotious^ without iiopea of following theui^ : 1 *ho private and 
«oml virtues are naote easily transciibea* > Th« lifh of Cowley is 
more iiiatruetircj as well as more Jne, than any wg have in our 
language. And it i« to he wished, tinoe Mr» I^hiltp# bad so many of 
the good ijualitka of that poet, that I /had •some of abilities of 

his Hieiorm. ' * ' . , 

" The Greeian PhEoaophers have had their Lives written, their 
morals cjommendea, and their aayings recorded, Mr, Philij-^ hod all. 
the virtues to which most of ihem only protended, and aU their 
intoffiity with<mt any of their atfeolatlom , ,i , y.. 

'' Tho French are very just to eminent this^ point; not a 

learned man nor a poet can die, bat all Europe must Iw. acquainted 
with his acoomplishnuSaita >They give praise, and expect it in their 
turns: they commend their Patnmaud iloUorea* a» well as their 
Cwndcs and Turennes. Then- Pollkons and Eacines have their 
elegies, aS well as the prince, whom they eelobrato; and th^r 
poems, their mcrcTities, and orations— nay, their very gazettes, are 
filled with tho praises of tholearned. 

I am satisfied, had they a Philips among them, and known how 
to value Mm— hud they one of hia temper, his learaing, but above 
Ml, of that 'particular tuwiilbf humour, that altogether new genius, 
he had been an exajnplo to their poets, and a subject of their pane- 
gyrics, and pcrhai>» set in oompetUiou “vrith the ancients, to whom 
only he ought to submit, 

I shall therefore endeavour to do justice to hia memory, aince 
nobody else tmdertakes ft. And indeed I can asaign no cause why 
80 many of his acquaintance (that are willing and more able than 
myself to give an liccount of him) should forbear, to celebrate the 
memory of one ao dear to them, but only tlmt thgy look upon it as 
a work entirely belonging to me. , ^ ' m 

** I ahall content myself with giving only a eharaoter of the person 
and hia writing#, without meddUng with the tensactfona of hia 
life, which was altogether private ; T shall only make this known oh- 
aervafcion of bis family, that there waa aeatcely ao many extraordi- 
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nary mea in mj I Imv« b^n ftc^naiated wifcb of bia bro- 
tKm (of which throe are atiU living), aU men of yet all of a 

very nnliloiemper and .So that tboir jfrnitiful raotihor, like 

theinofher of the to have ^pjodnoed h nuinwuii 

all of ditfcrent th«m;£fh un<w>lam^n Of the living.^ 

n^th^ iheiv madeBty, nor the hntnonr ef pemita, 

me to speak ; the dea^k ^ my 

*^t)ne‘df thmn had made the gimtest progrosa lh„lW.fiindy of the 
law of wMiony aati of zmture of one I khoir* flo had perfcjotjy 
mastered^ and even improvodi4K« notions of Or0^ita;!4, and iliemom 
re&ned oniiB of Pnfl'ehdorjt He oonld yofute Hobbes with as mttch , 
validity as some vf gavater name* him witHias much wit 

HA E^’hWd. That noblft «tndy,,whiDh h?4nimtb© ^.rvatewi jnadh of 
reaf^on and nicety of , distbet ion wiia^koi at aUdidionlfc to him.— 
Twaa a natiotkal ksw io b© depH\ed of one who tmderatddd a 
science »o neeoiifts^', and yet so unknown England, j- 1 shall add 
only, he had the Same hotie^y ai^ giucenty *is the person J wiite 
of. but. mtjflre heiii; the-f6n»mrivaS }m«o’B ,iac% to argue, the 
latter to divert : one eSjj plowed hfe mison uioSe ; tie ol her his ima" 
urination : the former had bcea .wull <|wa1iiie4,!lbt those posts, which 
the modesty of tiie latter had made him refUH. 'Hi', other dead 
brother i|au betsn an oriiament to the eolkge,of which he wji,o a 
ineMher. He had a gfuius either /for peei ry or oratory ; and,, 
though very YOU hy. cfwp<,>Wd attend vary agrtseable picce^^. In *41 
prnhahility i\e Would have writtien at finely m bis bn/ther did 
nobly, ffo miglit have been ^he Waller, ak t lie oiher w/'s the 
Jdihon. <4«bifl tium, The ouc ndgbt ^lefiratw the 
other IfM bLtanUfnl offtipiing. Thi4 batl 'ndt been lit todcfecriliel 
the aatio^vs of bepiinw »n; tha ef 'fVi\;4»0 toon, hi a wor^b 

had been Qtt^rfor my plaqe g, and, while hiik hr*.>tlicr WiVi wnung 
ujKvu the gr^>.'jt0sfc men thbt asuy ago ever produced, a e<]usj 
to them, bo insj^Kt have served ^ a jaanvgT i ist on fijm. 

Tim U all ( think uftc-iji-ary.to “T hi?, f.uidiy. I ■^hall pro* 
md to bioi-elfaud hi* wUieU l.&hwi): hn>t treat obbecauo 

I kuow they arc cjn<>Uicd by 'vmo out of exi\y,,an« lovu; «Hii of 

igconuiou- .... ; 

“ The 'Splendid SloUinp^' which i^fal^ibc Icu^t cnostift'orablo, hav 
iijo more rcptitation, and prrh»a)..*t hi'.d "jv iho cburoctCTS of 

ilo; u'st. 'Tbo Si y’o? agreed f^o well with the burly^pui, that tins 
igriomnt; lhou,ghl it could beoinne nothing vbc, ib .-ry l/odr in 
pioased with thwt work, Ent to juJp riglitly of the other retjuim 
a perfoctknowiodgcpf |w.try aim criUcifiim, a jui^t contempt of the 
little tarnrs and witticb'intvncw' 1 a vogue, and, above all, a i^rfect 
und«^r*iaudin|; of poetical diction and d^ftCriptix n,‘ 

A 11^ that hAve«ny tude of poetry will agree that the great bur* 
k‘?(|uewi6 to be preferred (<» the low. li much oawer to make h. 
great thing ajipeai' little* than ft jittie one great : <;Ottoiu and others 
of a very few genius, have dona the former:, hut Philipa, Garths 
and Bfdlwi, duly the latter. 

X idetuje in miniature ifi ©very painter’e talent ; hut a piece 
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jbrft wlier« ftll the mmm m profpordd&Mti» 

ihe Inquire* A tnaster’a hand, . - ? 

*lt still be wre iwnep^tAbl® tlm lbijr.biJBPl|»i|ti«» bemiiae 
tlil» lma|;es ef the Utter mim iikd flHhjf w4 ^h« Ungtuge 
iMf itttMy unka«V^ ^fc0 ^li initt #|bA«t P^stfU of 

B^Uiia|{S^t«WuttU‘nntl»akh‘'h^^;f imm at'Pt JaUa^k ' 

A fentiem&n wftu^cl tAlibat IfeU mmatfi -fk which fee 

wnl4 ihi^ it harsl io bt> W wbfcbVhihh he 

mlii not pmonnoe HitlMflit hUut^n^. ^f|iih: WtVihttdes^ k 
' the mojie to be WoAnse/W’jtirite lt^"'tli«^aith^^''0|«l$st hi'' 

maatef of of the m#t d^rct^t ti4nhljS in , A mleht to 

fin4 out and esrppse wbkt is rjdUnioti'*; h vw (Kferfeht l^ohi thAt 
lEThich is to ri«(5 Ahd elevate. We m&fcfead Yirhit for, 

the one, arid IJareoe aitd Hu||ihrA&for th**0th.«r. W^i^oW that 
the authors hr eiUjelUnt hare often linked , in ^ grnwu 

BtyU, AJkd the traKe^ia% as Often in eomedy, ,Admii^tion and 
LHchiter are of such op|w3ito |lA^hres, ihhithey nto weldom^ orehtcd 
by the lisune pereoui The mn <rf abfhyt ubShri^g the 

follies and weakneaii**, tM senouii e^riter the virtue® or onuieii» 
of mankind ; Iplonsed with 00Tat4mplatin|f a bO»u„ the oiher 
a hero j evou&jn the name object the^would draw different ideiw: 
Atchille^ would appear in very dil^erent lights to aujd 

Alexander 1 the one would admire the coutag^O and 'ureatnei«» of 
his Bcml ; in© other would ridionfe the vanity and Whuess of hU 
temper, Aa thesaUrikt says to Haumbal ;* ' ' ' , ’ , > v 

' cwive{>er aip«a, 

r tjt pa^«'pko«wi» & deolanisftlo " 

** The contrariety of style to the subject pleasea thhiore atrongly, 
becaxTsie it is more surprising; the ex|>actation of tho reader la 
pleasantly deceived, who expects an huUUde style, from the object, 
or a great eubjeot fh>m the style* It pleiases the more univeawally^ 
becaai^e H ia agreeable to the taste both of tb(^ grave and tha.^ 
merry ; but more particularly so to those who have a reUah of the 
best writers, mid the noblesf sort of iwetry, I shall produce only 
one pasftefcge out of this which is the misfortune of his 
(>allig.r9kinsi , ' ' 

My OaUigiiskfm, whkh have Jong wUItttodd 
The vinf^r's fmnr and eecroaohiug frost#, 
hy UitKi fluMued (v^afi vUl not time sabduel} 

'^This is admirable jpaflieticfil* shrews very well the vioigsitudes 
of sublunary things. The rest ^e& on to a prodighma hdghi ; and 
a man in Oreenland could hardly have made a more pathetic and 
terrible complaint. Is it not Burprising that themubject should be 
BO mean, and the Verse so pom]>oua, that the least tliingeln his 
poetry, as in a microsioopei should grow greater and formidable to 
tlm eye ; eiitpecially considering that, not undemtanding French, he 
had no model for his style; that he should have no writer tie 
imllatO; and himsdif be inii^table t that he ehouid do all this 
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befoi«}^ at an age wMcliia ti^ty flMed witli « 

gkre oi .^M li^U^ tuim >a^ i3nnatni^^»M at an 

age, at nrJijlRh Cbwy, anil W mU Yirg^J, were 

. inooniai^^j^W I So soon tras hk imt^ixat^n. at itn fuU s^si^h, 
iws ja^lgiaarit lipb, hW 

, ^ j mm wdtiimior hh 0fwni4it?ft®sfet|», ifithont any daslin 

.felt to W f epte^i 

anatfo]! into p It'V'ssW outv:i^ly mangfeiS^ 

hy “Ben Biagfge ^ and imi^ndeWy md & ,W ootooted l)y tKe 
anthor/ fbi» gSfttali^oo ii now moii© epidemical j and no 

1in«i now ims a ri^t ' 1.0 his Wa tnim^^iMOt a title to his own 
writings. Xenopban answered the Persisn, who dfenandod his 
arms, ^ Wa hate notluhi now M tmt enr arms and onr ralrmr; 
If we surrender the mie, lii<»w ebalLwo rnafce tlse of the other f 
iWs have nothing hat their wits and thefeinrltln^; and if they 
are plundered o£ w latter, I doii*t see gocd the former ean 
do (hem. To pirate and publicly own it^ to ^reflac their nam(^ to 
the worha. thw steal, to own and avow I believe^ was 

never yet heardof hot in Bugland. It willsbw^ oddly to posterity, 
that in a polite nation, in an enlightened nj|^;4hnder the dirhotion 
of the most wise, most learned, sm most i^enerouB enconragets tii 
knowledge in the iwrJd, the pr^^tiy of^a meohanio showtd be 
better secured than that ola loMsr 1 that the fmorest manual 
operations should be more valued than the noblest of products of 
tho braipil that it should be felony to rob a onbkr of a pair of 
shoes, anCno mdmo in deprive ihe best author of his' whole sub- 
lufttfiuoe' i that hoi^dng should make a man aenre tHlo fe his own 
writings but the stupidity of them I that the works cf Dryden^ 
should meet wSth Jess enoouragjmW* than thosa tof ids own 
Fleoknoe, or ®aokiaorel that Tillotsoxi and jOeor^e, Tam 
Thumb and Tjtmple, should bsset on an erjual foot j This k the 
reason why this very P^pcr ha$ been so Jong delayed ; and, while 
the most impudent and scandsdoua dibeU are publicly vended by 
the pirates, this innocent work is foiioed to steid abroad as if it were 
a libel. 

“ Our present writjors are by jtiioau wretches reduved to the srune 
condition, Virgil was, when the ciuturlon seized on his stsfcafcc. But 
I don’t doubt but 1 can fu upon the Mujcenas of the present age, 
that will retrieve them , from H. whatever odect bis inracy 

may have upon us, ii; contributed .very much to the advantage of 
Mr, Philips ; it hidphd hbn to a reputatiou which he neither de- 
sired nor exported, smd to the honour of being put upon a work, of 
which ho did not think himself capable-, but the event shewed im 
modesty. Apd it was reaaonablo to hope, that ho, who could raise 
mean anbjeets BOflhigb, should, still be more elevated on greater 
themeft^. tha^ he that <tK»u]d draw such noble ideas from a shilling, 
could not fail tipon such a subject as the Duke of HarlborougS, 
9r/ac/c u (capable of htigkim'hirf even ike niost low and trifling gmUue^ 
And, indeed, moat of the great works which have been produced in 
the world have been owing less to the poet than the patron. Men 
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oHiie art &M wai^ir timttrf 

rno^an^ atiA t%i!frti^ljr 1^ 

hm < 4 1 »mnfie 6f.^«dwiil‘;tto ' 

w!hat i^ney m^ Twl«4Q«)t«i W ''i^ W • 

be t]^e 

liiufli te fw^to 
hem be 

W^ti^gi W.'<lietSr«44eji^''^sdfe" I 

bate known’ 'in^ tm} mA tee ,^'.alifer«ie!j| , 

mMek, ;if'' ib^'/bai 'been ' tb^’" weidi liateine^ti^ 

eeivee very'ttuba^.' V'l: .j 7^. ' " 

a&^ owttred by letibeiiEi^ I ^ate eUte Mied W be^ lm6e in 
T4kti% that be mlgM be oeitf tbe/imbi>f tbe eltti^y lailici jrbe 
oonid bate woiitoe^e^ ble weanibg in'’ wt tmgei^ he 

tK^4a hk'bMiii;leii>inb»>oem»' ; ' v-' - '. ' v * ■ -i' ■ 

labe etijles bate be^ tbe pla^eb^ef eH epa) Mllt^ Mmbell, 
inateir petite c6,^* ba» been oompared ie Jbe^mn^blinitef a 
whedi^batrow : he bad been en the wrong side, and therein cenld 
not he a good A%d thii Mt^ PhUiys^eMe. 

** Bui f take generally the l^eranee of hie rendem to betbeoeoa- 
«ion et their dislike. Peepk inat hate tikek^te npon tiet 
yreneh writers, ban Imte no rdwh to I^hilips : thor admiio point# 
and turns, and eonsequOnUy hate nO jndgineni of what , is great and 
majestic ; be mtist look Httle in their eyes, when be Aoat##o high 
as to be almost ordi of their view. I cwo^ therotooi's^ow any 
admirer of the French to be a jndge of Bletibelm;^ nor any who 
take Bonhonrs for a oomplliie mitio. He genmnt judge# >of the 
aiKnents by the modems, and hot the modem# by the anjoimitB ; he 
takes those paasagea^f their own anifaors to be really sumime that 
come the neare&t to it | he often call# that a noble and a great 
thought which 1# only^ ptetty and atne one, and hat more in- 
starices of the sublime ont m OvU 4e Tristibns, than he has out of 
all Vit^U. 

I shall allow, therefore, only these to be iudges of Philip#^ who 
make the abcienk, and particulaHy TSrdl, tMf standard. 

But, before 1 enter on this subject, I sbaB consider whati# psrw 
ticnlar in the style of Philip#, ana examine what ought to be the 
style of heroic poetcr; and next mouke hm far he is come tip to 
thats^U \ : 

style iBjMwtiouIar, became he lay# aside rhyme, and wiitea 
in blank verse, and use# old words, and frequently pikponesibe 
adjective to the substantive, and the Bubttaxitive to im wb ; and 
leaves out little particles, o and tke ; k^r taxd.ku fumd use# ilpequent 
oppositionSi Now let u# examine^ whe^Or these alteratpus of 
stym bo conformable to the true sublime/' 
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WiuiAi WAtfSHj tW«ou of Jo8e|j1l W^hk of Abberly irt Wc^n 
< jeiste4i6Hijro, Waa boni In tkB acwant of Woo4, 

who reltiSoiss, (hat at tho ^ ^ liten^ kel>e<SMne in 1678, a gentle* 
mn crimnionei' , Oct’ Wa(3 ham Colley* "f; , 

He left the university ,witlio«1f,n degree, bi« «tutUe$ 

iu Ifoiidon and at homo j that he lo place, 1» ap- 

parent irpm the efifeet, for he became, in >lr, Dpdea’a (pinion “ the 
best critic in the »etfen/’ ' ;* • i" 

He was8 not m Wy n crltiepi* n aenelai, hni a men of fashion, and, 
m Il^nie |»mark», irf>ie drese. He wee 

> of pi^^i|iament and a eonrtter, knight of the shire 

for hf» natire conttiy Id eevcfral parli&tneiHe j'-iid^nnothet, reproften* 
tafcivoof Bichtmmd in Yorltshire; end gen^lejAan of thehor^ to 
Qii«en Anne# under the Duke of Soaaerect. 

Some of his verees ehotr him to hare been a zoaloas frietid to the 
BevulatiQn hi« pairticdla? ardour did not abat® hia reverence 
or kindho** for DrydAt,' to whom he'^ve a Dissertation on Yirgil’ii 
FfWifirals, in ??hldh, he, fever «ludied> he diacorera «ome jgnorauo^'* 
of the UwA (if French; W»^ • 

In 1705,, he began to oorresjpond with Mr. Tope, in whom h® di»* 
(jOfered vmy .e^rly the power bf poetry. Their letter# Are wrft.fcen 
i>pon the p»ioHi comedy of the ItaUaiu^ and those paatbii^lB which 
Ptme whs then preparing to publish* ' ' 

Th^ kindncaioa which arc dmt experienced aJ^ fieldom forgotten. 
Pope alway# retained a grateful niomory of WaUhV notice, and 
mentioned him in one of bis latter pieces ituong those that had en- 
cotiraged hia javeiiile studiea. * 

- Grativihe the poUtet 

.Andknovi:!®^ WaUh, wtmW teilmcl couW write. ^ 

Tn hi» eseay on Critioiain he JiAd given him hiore splendid praise ; 
and, in the opinion of his learned commentator, saerifierd a little of 
his judgment to hl^ gratitude. 

,The time of hini death ! have not learned.^ It must have happen- 
ed betw een 1707, when he wrote to Pope and 1711, when rope 
praised him iu his teay. The epitaph makes Uim foriy-six years 
old : if Wood's ac'count be right, he died iu 170P, 

He ifl known more by ht« familiarity with greater ihen, than by 
any fchiiig don© or written by himself. 

His works are not numerous In prose he wrote ** Eugenia, a 
Defence of Women;'' which Dryden honoured with a preface. 
^^B^culaprus, or the Hospital of Fools/' published after Im death, 
**A collccticm of Letters and Poems, amorous and gallant," was 
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published iu the volumas called Braden’s Hieoellanj, ftud isnmie 
other oQcapioual pieces. ^ 

To his Poems and lisltors Is pyelited a reify judicious pjfefww 
upon Epistolfttory Composition and Amorotts Poetiy* 

In h»s ‘^OoJdon Age mtorsd,” there sometliiit|f of kumoun 
white the facts were tecent* httt it pew irisakes uo tonffir* hi« 
imitation of iloraosi the s(an^ hrehteR^ytumoa ; and in all 
hm writings there sm ploceim^ |»s^|es f& h»»> howerwr, Aiore 
elegatioe than vigtmufi and selduh^ hlfhor than to be 



Of the'great Poeta *^104 fife I am abh«t te deHn^tht^^ 
whkh hit reputal^a tnu«t exHte wifi reqhjtfe a dkjiiay 
than can now be giveh* * His ci>nt<^mpoj!SfrieS» bewever they 
roveronc<^ hlSgeiiiij^vIrffe his life pn^ifteh ; Shd nothing therefore 
mri be known, beyond what casS^m^tidh^d tt^Hion 

bare fluppUed.,' ' '' '■' ■” ' 

iom Ok^wkn was bom August I, Ai^wihdte hear Oubdle, 
the son of Krasmus Biydou of Tit4?hmei'ih 3 who was the third wm 
Sir £raMmu>!i Biydea, baronet, of Canons Ashhyr JilT these, places 
are in Northampi<U)shire ; but ihp mrigihal Stw ttf ^miiy was 
in the county oC lluniiuf^doh^ ^ ^ , ; ! 

He i,A reportetl by hk last biOpSphiST^ to hate inheritod 

from bis father an estate hundred it yoat, itfd to bare b^en 
breiib as was s lid, nu AnaWptisA For :oith«r m these partlbulars 
no authority is i^ir^n. Bucii a fortune ought to bath #^ttred him 
fi'om thHt poverty which scemjt alwayeto have oppressed him ; or, 
if he had waited it, to have made him ashamed or publishing his 
nec«‘<«iut‘?. fiijt thnngh Jif had mni»y enemies, whO' undmxbtfedly 
eKamiued his life, with a scrutiny {sulSWettily TnaUciUu#, I do not ro- 
memOer that he U ever rhargod* wit^ wh.4<j of his jmtnmouy* He 
wtiH iiidood Hon»ctjm<«« rtinnWvhed foi’liis tirst '^Gbgiou^ I am thei'C- 
fore inclined to boliovo that Ikrmk’e itttefi%ence wsi^ paiily tVae^ 

' and partly erroneou.'^ ‘ , , , '\, 

From VVcsJtminster ftohool^ where he wa« ww^tuft^^d as^no of the 
King's scholars by ,T)r Bu»by, whom he Ipug after continued to 
reverence, he wan in KfSO ol^Ucdtobne of the Woi5tmi|;iSter«ohola^ 
ships at Cambridge, , , ' . , 

On his school perfoj’manohs has appeared only a pomp on the 
death of Lord Hastip^S* composed with great maaldtiop, of fipch cou- 
oeitsas, nptwlthsUmmng the reformation bugunhy Wulkr ai»dHeu- 
haiUj the es:ampi« of Cowley RtUl k^pt Siirejnitation, tord Ha^Ungs 
died of the small poA ; und his poet h^s mada oi the pustules tot 
rosebud®/ and geiiw; # last exalts them hito stars ; mi 
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UVtS OV TBB KffiTJs. 


K4> fbretell hf« on^ 

Wl^ 09i|}i« n oowit«lUtiOB. 

At ih6 minndiy iwf doe«i n<^t U htn b««Mi e«»ger of ^0-* 
tioid dtetiiacstlou, or toiave latishea »ia mlj Wit olthoron fiotiiioiw 
Bubjliob Of mbUc omiwoul. Bo piolwbiy oonaiilByodli that lie, 
who |i0o|>osea tp be am autto» mi|U to be a slOdeiii He ob* 
‘whatoT^ nm tbe tM«o» ao Mtowulup in tiwi College. 
Why bp naa excluded cannot no# be ki^OTO, it io to 
gtiods ; had he tlioh||[ht biiaaelf toturied* he hne# ho# to complain. 

In the Hfe of jNntarch he laOntlone m ednoiition in the College 
with gratitude ; hit, in a p»oltifu|e at Ostoed^ he haa %eae linesn ^ , 

OiOM tohim a e«iyer IbaU be » 

Tbiiii m* 0 Ae inot;laier«Hnive]e>^4 ' 

Thebw die M« uol^nowlei igc ^ 

H» tlioitetti ^aihaBil m h;i age. 

It vm not i^ll the death of Crohiwelb^n that ho become 
a public candidate for fampr bypabliehing JUmm Hapwt m the 
hue Lord ProUmr ; uhich, compM^ with the tersea oi Sprat and 
Wallor on the aamo occasion^ were onfMeei to rake great espootOH 
tionfloftho rising poet > 

When the King wm rftM«»re4, ilryden. Bhe the other paiiegyrii»ta 
ofnsiiirpation, changed hk opinioni orldaprofeiMiion^ anti publkhed 

Astiubjl ISmvXf a poem on the happy mtoratlpn and jKeturn oi 
his moat sacred Mf^esty King Ohaw the t^eeensl** 

The reproach of i&ooin>tancy vm, on thin ocQaaion shared wUli 
Btioh mnoabers^ that it produced neither hatred nor disgraeo t if be 
ohangedt ho changed with the nation. It was, bowevef^ Iki totally 
forgotten when his reputation raised him OncmieSf 

The same yoari he prai»ed the new Km^ In IMtm on hk 

restoration. In. the Aswi woa iho lirt^ 

An horrfi MlUncM Ufst lnrade» fhc eiur. 

Aad m tkii feil^nee we « temmst fbar*- 

for which ho was peweeutod with perpetual ridicule, peihaps 'vuth 
more than was doserred* BIknCe is indeed more privation . tind, 
so considered cannot invade; but piivation likewise ^eitunl) is 
(Urknew, and probably c^4$ yet poetry has never been refused the 
right of aBcrllMng pwots or agency to them as to positive powers. 
^ o man soruples to say that darkness hinders him irpm his work ; 
or that cold has kllkd the plania Death is also pi ivation ; yet 
who has nii^o any dithoulty of amgoing tg Death a dart and the 
power of fitriking I 

In settling the order of his work there ia Some dilhouky ; for, 
even when 4hey age important enough to bo formal^ offered to a 
patrop, he does not commonly date Ms dedication; the time of 
writing and puMkhing is not always the same ; nor can the first 
edition^ be eikUy if oven from them could bo obtained the 
uccesAary informauon, 

The time at which hid fix»t play was exhibited k not certaiuly 



PJRYDKia, 


kaotrn, bftcauBe it Wafl n<>t 

altered And reviii&d; bnt smc 0 tloe plajrti «ra aaid io be |>rixited in 
tbe order in wiM lAtey were itm % d^fcw <*f tho»o 

of otkeare xuaj bo ixwBim; anlBuis^ it fosm eellecM^ tbat in 
lOdd. in tb^ ibiriy'eeoond ^oar of Ida V ooiMtnood ft Yftiim s 
for the fttftfitoi oOa^Ued |^<w|]>tod3v m 
never io Mn ibftt i «<* 

pleased bimemf i^ith bis own iresM ^ ^ ' 

9 f tbe fita^Oi wbeia be bed t^nne fnirtidod % IM N^Moion fo>t 
ma^liy yea^e, not indeed iwtbont ^ ooUftpetiti#, iiVid% who 
sometudss provi^led, of t'oftefU^ orit^^ irldeb^ Heui olteir 
poi^ant arid^)rten just; not inthbneb ft degree of reputation as 
jQSftde him at leaat seoure of being hew^^ iss^ftteret be the 
finftl detemlnalion of the pnbHc* ' 

His tTfit piece a corned/ o|lW the ^ Wild OaBftiit/' He be- 
gan with no happy ftnjurk® j for his performft&oe wee So much dis- 
approved, that he #ias\'ompei!ed tO recftl It, and change it fn^m its 
imperfoet state to ths form in irhdch it am appears, and u^hd(di is 
yet snffioleiitly defettfifVe to vindicate the crititjs. 

i wifth that there ir&s no^neoessity of followiikg the pnnpm of bis 
thoatricdl fan^c, or tracing the me^cxs of hlS mind through the 
whole series of his dramatic porfoUnanOefti it trill be dt, boiTeter, 
io enumerate them, and to tahe espeidftl notice of ^hose that afe 
dlfttmgnished W ^ peoaliartty, intrinsio ok eonoomltart; fhr the 
eomi^^ition and mte of Hght^ftnd'« 1 ^b^t^ dramas idMdUde toe hiaoh 
of ft poetical life In bo nmlttfd^ 

In Idlll. ho pubilsbad the *'211 val Ladloft** vbloh ho dedloated 
to thaKan of Omry, a man of high repufotion IWh at ft wrHw 
and as n stfttmnan* fn tldS jplay iio made his osssay^ of diumatio 
rhyme, yrhlehliedsfond^ in bisdedica^Q% with sufomeiit certainty 
of a favomcttble hofttiwg , lor Otmf wftS hmself ft isritar of rhyming 
tmgodie?* 

lie then joined with ^irHobprl Ho;tKftrd in the ^‘Ipdian Queen/' 
n tr^^cJ Y in rhyme. 'Hio pax^ whiih either of them wrote axe not 
dxstmgnisbcd. 

The Indun Kmpetorr*' was PublishM in 16d7. It is ft tragedy 
lu ihymv, intend?^ for ii a««jneIto ‘^Howard's Indian Queem” Of 
tUiR <onucotiou notice wa^ given to the aadienee by printed hills, 
<li«<Lrihutod ut the doio^r; m expedient supposed to be ridiculed in' 
the ilvhoarsfti/’ uhon tii^ycft tells how many yearns he his print- 
ed ^ to instil into the audience some couoeptioxi ftf his plot 
In thw play h ijre dcsfripfcion of Kight which Bymor has mftdc 
famous by prefemM it to those of all other poets- * 

The practice oi miking ttagedma m rhyme Wftt introduced aeon 
after the KestomUon, as it seemt by the tSftil olh Orrery, in com- 
plianee with the opinion of Charles the Qaoond, who im farmed 
iik taste by the B'rexioh theatre j and Hryden, who wrot*V ftUd made 
no difhonlty of declaring that he wrote only ift|^ileiB 6 C, aid who per^ 
haps knew by his dexterity of versification he wat more Hkely to 

excel others in rhyme than without it, very xeadily adopted Um 
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maater’g pMfeWjCft, He therefore made rhyming trA|edie9> MUI^ 
by the |)FeveJeiie6,'of manifeuii propriety, h&mm iQ hmgp>m 
bfyjfjaking th^ m longer. ‘ ^ 

. To, ^refijced A yery- vehemeiitl^feJ^oe of diyiwaatk 

rhy3ii!^<i,*>^'>»futaiipn of the pto^ k thr/J^Usff ^ 

Slit liohert Howiu‘d had- een^q:*^!^ ,l ’, ,, '' '''. - 

In H67.he VnhlisUed, Tmr ^ WottMern, 

which niy he hsthttmcdi of hii^t ^hhiHSslieo woirhs. 

It ia addr^feed to B^r Hwatd l^jr, a hfctiot# which is hot 
improperly a dedication; ahd. iti'htdiojf to a ho hisittW^ersed 
c^tiany t^ltichi are’ eci»mi>ity ima i^mte 

perhaps reotnred nd^out lika^ «wtt«dde^tio^^ begait, even 
now, to eaterciee the detomatiott ^ muMom genimij hy recommend- 
ing hie owu perfomauee: ^ti^ied'that hSi the Prin^ and 

Oeneral [Supcrt and Monk] are mc^wjpamhiy ihe best *ittb|eGttt ,l 
ever had, so W'hal I ha^e wiittea mi^ mutdi hotter than what 

1 harp p«rh>thied oh any ofther^ Ae i hrava^Jendoavonred to adorn 
my pbem wi^ i)i(d>lo thoughta, "ao mneh moro io oxptm those 
thottehte with eloontion/* , ^ 

It laW'ritteri in t|diitraihv or heroic stanras^f fotir lines ; a mea- 
sure .tihich ho , had Icarcpd froia the QofMskt Devanaut, and 
whihS ho then ihengfeMhe haostmajeatio timt the BnglWi language 
ador^ . 0^,’this atfina?^ he Mn%hm thedatitmihranccs, incroaaed os 
they" ware by th^ eittOtness whidh iho hge Jin^hired. * It 'w% 
thtwiighcfit h|e'3jfh» rcry innch hhi cuatom to TTOiuihcnd his worl^ 
by repr^cutafi^on of th^; d»ffiohltfc» that he had eneowntci^ed, w^ith^ 
out appearing to b^^ve sufRcipatly eonsddasti^, , that y>%^n there is 
110 diffmalty thei^ls no jmim ^ , '<• •■ v.,, \ .. ' " ‘ | 

f h^o aeems to ha in ihe i^oadswit of Sir fehrfi HjO'felrd and 
’ Drydeik towartie esndroihdr, <rf>m’ethrngihat is to he 
cicnkiaod. 2>ryden,'in hk^odio&tli<^n\iO tho'mri-w had 

defended draniatic rhyninai ai.i.4 Howand,, inthe prefbeo of a Cob 
lection of pky«iy; hs^ oen>ircd -hk JE^Jfydoft vindicated 
himself in hie i>«Wo//^jN!! ; Howard, in his pre- 

face to the J'Mfi o/'*ifirwj4i a»if!R3p4*v*itrU4 on the Vindication; and 
Bryden, in a pmce to the replkd to the an im ad* 

vowioria with’ groat 'Asp©'ky>'stid hi With coutumelyv The 
dedication to thkplay k dated the year in whi&h A tuius ^irMu 
wm pwhikbed, H#e appeWra a strange inctmKistency ; hut Lajig* 
baiae afords,«om^ help,, by reUtlag that the answer to Howaid wius 
hot pitihliahed in the toi^ itiea'of ..the play, hut was addifcd When 
it vrm a%rWaida' rdpHfed; andas^.Ae Z&ma did not 

appear till HJOB, the in which the dialogue wus published# 

there ‘w?ia time capuglPfcr ornnky to grow up between authors, 
wdio, writing hf^{h fir Ihe'lhdati^, were imfu'^'ally Auk 
' Hawasndw io much distinguished, that in 1^6$ he imeoeeded 
$iT WilHatn JDavenaiit as iw^et-kureat The -salary of the khri^t 
had been raked ipf ,fi*l!nnr of donarm, by Cnarjes the First# from m 
hundrtsd marls to ohe hundred pounds a year, and a tim'Oeof wine ; 
a revontto jm iho^ dayt not inadoqualn to the uoumianng <d 2ilb« 
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9SW 8MM mti )i« jmblifftiyd lii« «ii^ 

«I(fint Nn4 Wljtwuy^ 4}«}(^ bl ffii* m 0 ^ Iddi b; 

tl«j|rbtiS9*i <lto»«ter» »«#*♦ to i^wsisii. »»* „ 

Ibiiyvl. work mm$ ip hon gbfm » >ti4de) far idv 

iftww'* j(»«eSJ, M 

I» fjjb !)<» cm 

‘ ** ■ “ ^ « ^ . 


»ri»iD4|>l 
P^lf ihi 






mi^V d*<.u^e ^ Hi- |w«ifc wt«<[ M j^i^. <JW 

bttc^wt tt c^umi P« pmeriiiiad kim» p*^&k 

ift pma ^ 1 h' 

M trU» l« i limm^fp piatOi)>Wt vitbimr 

fp&fim *jr ilffiid^ioin, #ltliout flws 

jUngb^n^ i>h«.r09 )S6^ <1$ rmf 

ctbaerrt^, ttwfc tnc* aong h fiN^m Vt^nupp, 4TJ min^ how 

WftT tijar hotb a»i<l nue xf»H ohmife^^ 


'Tjje T<5KM|>c«i* (Ji6‘'0V N m fulKaruitw Sb«kefcp«naf4*ii -pUv, 
vmdf^ b¥ Dryatoi /hj * iik ))i^^mnft 

] iimnti oi m k thski U> ip 

wbich he p^ucc * 

pi^d fvurpufr«u^r a«»4 Kirafc of hi*i, oWfiiti tP tm 

JWJift pi «Mfyo up% «sthwwH Hop 1<4»4 toof 

wa$ qiiik* m MpmP^e wote w ot tt tmote hIkJ, n*.Wp 

Uo of 4ii)f , upd bU wexPvHkik an 

oouM utr^o # 1 !^ ote inap/ 

hf 0t*jomw^ppf fcbm fwo jpow^tM 
mncU wA mpt ip CpUbm, ita atiddt a 

szatoar xikona^rj %<igfaAiL{ ma « «ffbp iu ibo Prif^iml phy^ 

bad wmm^ mm ikm htm^ wj^wated with w tom 

ibat \md never oem a ivoiaap/ 

Oboist tUia tuoQti^i, ift 4 , j$0tm io iave W b|| qui^t 

xcui^b dibtufbftd feno^jew ofibo ^ ®inf>ra4i of Uorc^Op” a 

tnfcgtid^ wnMm 4a r-^fint} tj jplbinab Sotfle * tslii^ili xc0 m mndb 
appUpiipd^ m to hm %mm bSi pdpm^m^ ropptaifon in 
aomo danger. HeUJo bad wok PuXy ott ISldi 

but* in tbc opnlUI<»c« pt mmo^ bad pspbll<At4 Wa wftK 
ftculjsw om md a ftdmo 0 $ Sw mm off*- w WiHW 

io moihn « and for of m 

Wiutobftll by ibp ooui^t WHfi^ ^ 

Dirydon voukl npt mw nptm tbtm Wl^icb Jh« 

indlgufttioa^ oud bdt u|K>u^be uby ipd ttoo 

dodteikiaon AuebmJi|o^iio aa^ualtgnadt mppimiom u^iaji ^owt i»t in 
baat^ft ■‘' 

Of fktile be givee thxa ofeatMer $ npioniml of a lUOtf de- 
pjoipd wln?»i4ndlng, wbout and «onopmtiw!i Ifia botp® 

m % tfnlight of emo, w&d uliiixmmtii of tboufbt tfbleifi 
ik 



ifo * urm m tm 

lift ipivtttfer wtfeisif 

^ m rhymo woomigibljr iiuwbws 

^ jwwwrfiiwttl Ifcbouw J% 

M||f 40 3 $ fcV«r<«iH ^ 

vPMMr;/l» m4,,for yitut toe will |e 

|i% to ^ptm kmy tbieg ^ittoer n^hx^j or jwstly-” ^ , 

Thin % not vorjfi4Mftt, vet tWo i« ^ PJSS!*® ^ fWoto 

onUcim® ttrevail# over brutel ftiry, JRe iiiwooeaet;* He to»» e le^vy 
^toand atloola, eiiAe gr»4t^l0^ liO^imftitig mirnim for ttoeua. 
TooU they will be in emte <rf W& Hit Xing, toia ifo ®mpre>»oB, 
liis Viliam, aodl hia nay tok Heroi toaye all a certain 

Bataral casi*t>f the father '•^-fr<4helr was botm andbred iu thxm, 
and something of the £lhhn^ ttill viplble. 

# ThiH h Dryden^ft gemtBl dtscHttmaSen ; 1 wul oot withhold from 
the reader a Hayii)|^im ttoreiigto the fond aot^ 

he mya, ^ ooadjide itok wet Witto the tMt mmbimg nojoieenae 
Kj^htiu yet : ^ 

^ eiirfteHwrn»litnin| ear maUw oBAiom* 

weith, tacikM With do tmt «nd a «t«i«a 

Confcmt e to rwahe w im/r imitate am) 

Hghtnlitg ^re k a ttoreed«^g thing. >ud 
this UgbtttEmgiianat ^4 a ^ors«* How, if I itoaet Ww£»rm my mUea 
«o lightumg, then my milre mvm gild a $tom too to Wilto 
mftfn, 1« a new mvewtioa of ^dlhg A»d gUd a tstom by being 
lJmn4tr, ^{xdiMler k {lail; of the efofio * part <3 
the idorm mtuit he3[|) to ffil4 hnoth^ part, and help1)iy ^ m 
if a mtm wcmld gild a thfo^ the h^r for bemg baSlffti hr having a 
load upon his bach, fto that here ia by smtiiio, 

hatckingt and ¥hr whdle l» m ahoald 

ear time 1 wlU maha my aounteifest ^ndlea^looh Hhe a dattemg 
etoaehorbe, which, Wtng baohed with a trooper, does bnt gjld the 
battle 1 am miefeaketi tf woniiseoiie w jacg heie pr«tty thick sown* 
Sure the poet wrH tlieed tvbo aboard eome eouw4 in a storm, 
and, being eeaddoh, epewod np » good Itttnp m clotted, wmaenee at 
onee.** ^ 

Here ia pertoap^^ endMmt sMSmen ; but as the pamphlet, 
thoagh J>ry4m% Im nemr Hem thought worthy of iwpttbUcatioia, 
and U not eaidly to H |tald^ 44 Wy gratifir i^otiis io quota it 
mote largely t - ^ ' v 

•H.Whg»e'ia Jibe bMt, 

]$* *in ««reiM« « daiaiiiMtoa 
roM 4aiv» pxfcmtmef the Aentanco of txr deaths 
the i(ifeStK>a •n«Adir that 

'' That aH^}i4» th^t W^A-~flPhe poet ia again i l^r^^aih 

can neivr tope him , and hosw he brings in a that mnat be 
with prpaewmctwya aontenoe, and this aanta&oek not 
to H pmcmnoed till ttoo oondamned paity 6/wdr; that H aha 
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or mA wi^wk trill t«iii»iD«it it 

Ikuiyt^s ^i: mh(A^ms!km t ^ ^hAsk m i 

fiii^tor tovnt?^ ih ^peSiifJ^kWk^ hf tiro- 

■ umattcliw 0 imt^Am left 

I^Ofe * Kew mB Bum 

Kov to $ 0 ^ 


^«I4 i|^l« » liaii^ 

w»»il‘jrtw ine(««»ii4thrftU8W alrtr«lf |!|v ^ 
in our a*tr AUftiU . 

1r«1l loto Ortnnti, \ 


Of otoM ralni, lilood, giul ^ 

We Jl l»m out ill tbwe hiAmm Otiighte* fo4 tnatfi 
em ung It^rmi , t) mtrltOn nOmt llfifat 
lintlt 1nwi^ift»aro(ft^ ^fl bt 

Oojitit m t» ibf^or % , u 

'!PiU^ toAiioo by ffur AlRiWii 

ihift ho mi % Hftosji. 1 trill Wfjhr lik; 


■^Tf ihift M not % vofyillMje^ meftii. I trill tOfm ittywlf fa im 
stomai^ ofwnio^attj^ ^ii4 a tm intiii ^ 
hug my Mm^tk!!s It ia a luad of i|^|^ wt mxrxifliM 

XQiido is of a oorgla of 1^1 

oi m 4 <oui drmkffmih AitnAi oAi^oci^^^ 

deseed not 

tiir^ aod l!&4ia%a Inai^mf^ hut in a&o {vlbytMOfr Iwilag an h^^Mnua 
muAMm to purtfc cihinr, fjjw ii is m u 

receipt to otno iloir ^ Wit lnumon^y and« yfum 

ii written in obarnc^io aa narUro^ m ilto troitk nw^t troi? well 
pasi? foj f dui'Wn Wl Td otonclTwlg |t w noi^go, Hia « roce^t* 
%9 a lOg with a pudding the heUy, f laow pot what ftt. 


a iltawoitkini 

r, ^tia r know n- 


^hs a lOg with a pudding the heily, ^tia f know not what mCf 
oortali|^, mn t my that nraM<Nt in Wi^ita had the inn^- 
dentw to put attcfa itnfp ihia iota th« nmnm of thntn 
wera io fepoak it heloro an ao<fia»oa„ wSito,% £d wil® 

Ibola; M aftor th^t to nr^i it to iha 

tion of the imU* mt%i ns aee trinwi] wa oanmtko nf Hiia amt: 
for idhon i^V# duan^ aud tm him $<mJb W)(1a?a*4*~ 

^Hnro ha talli n» what it « to he dend * It ia|o have onr /raed 
mkh $0t im lfew» tt to have a aonl eat £ree, lelo ha dead||then 
to have ufiu d «okci eel ivee, la to have a dead »* o.n die. 

fhujir aa a h»ppjp lo^ « $ 


“They two like one wy/, and that one wft like two tnnideiKint 
meteori^ 



r>F tlTR F0ET8^* 


** fly tbr©«i^h ihis 


r tmAi! aiHJTf *t #4 ol life tiey 

iwo iriii UAiliQ^ ern* Wul Vh 


mi tW epi^owii «f t 44 f 

J{^hk Jack ! TImMTi. W 

ilbsete ^The ^rda wU\ tlw 


a>dm <af 
th« ( 


^J&Sa 

lae tMaie * vi?; I 
il ir$F|r t)ie ^Im 


tim, nvMmif mS w«w^ ikitWr wi: 
fjl5g| Jfeo fSwr l^» I Ot I MUffe mm for Ja^l 


iiuibl^i ttieil 


^mm te Hn 


ft I^ildluni great <jui^ 

ills |iklti li^jr IHf maiJUMr 


m ^ 

wrm0t mi I 
towWy^lts 


§(mi to imu ih torit 4 ifty»t if txpm tki« 


Pi 


U wlda jm , UkUt $ amty 
% k ckeii^ tiil^ people^ w^vm 
aot 4 flfor 

i0 pttr, iito Wf to i^m- 


1 M toierk i wtlU<n 4 a 

hs0 <if fpw# 


«^y w Wto wHjI U k» 

JpPWJMlW w 




f»il pfppn ]^i{)e'«trft' rekaun^, 

mkkMwt wor 4 «' «oiiiuI« 




4 vta to to ^ W ^ I 

'j u kbiftng n«to ItoMlnift toRl^ w»w« 

JU iff H «»okyi *>*y *r<iHlto ft»kwa« 0 , 
p 0 lt> «iif DuM fifty prttl«e Itfvaiiif. 

w whom fa tot, fv thy to i* dm 
kwtiftow io ik Oiwiirc 

* 'l^m itohft thy cwbtoebd^uoh ii 0 r<n^i 

WiS> HftVft IMI# i^tft mtr M bmmi g^, 
A$mmin wMtpmmdi<fu4i»&imtoimvm 









mtn OF rut 


%1^ 

ifiWy Write; rather tlwkn ni^'»UiihkiijMl$ ^ 

pWTR'qilfl. . 'i ' " ■'''',; 

two l^tal 6f the €mqum nf m wtitiiim 

' ^etjsrminawon to/|M 'With ^mxtMk 

ite meteinr 

iliWdme loVe aii4 litoiFftsfiibiellhlte, 
wHiortligUt to tl^e extra^^*%akoo of |>o4|e -Ajl the of tsp# 
heat, whether aaia«Wo«t orjwhsrHhe^^'lJow o 

' Mail of wceotmtion. '• it ‘eiompt’ from 

Ji) roetminta ; M nnm ihi;>iwmi at i0^ -govonia T«m®rover 
lie ajipoara: Ho %W wiiM$t]ii(kqtiiiiia^'^h 0 €^m^,^nd ,i<yFm fo 
fi]^te of the obUgitSmi of M rdoofeion by hla mi«tr^, ai4 
of prbhiMfcioo wm tho acid, t'ot' th» i^et iire> for the moat 
part* delightful ; they exhibit h'Muiof Hluttliou^ an4\ 

mdum^ mi^h ais ! if it k iaak^sluu^ dotpM* le ofteo rih 
^muc0d, j^^M whjic^;,iho":^fflbtt|oWeiO';|iini^W the m- 
tom^iiig. . ' J;""' - ‘ ^ ' 

luthh Ipil^ue to ihe xecoud ipart of the Cmf/mt nfGran^ida, 
Hjydoa iiii4ul|«:» hie fatonrite pleasure hf discmliting bia ureilts* 
coBSoirti ; aud &is JSpilofue ho has ilof^ded by ,a long poi^t^orlpt. 
He had prommci a aeocaud dmlogue* In which ho ehoiild more Mly 
treat of the virtues and faults of the Englisth pueta, who have , 
written in the dnunatio^ opSo, or l;^c! way. T«d» hromiw was 
never foroially |>eckhrmed; bni, with refti-iect to the dramatic 
writers, he has given us ia hisprefacos^ and in this poet«cript» some-' 
thing ©uuivalont ; but his purpoao being to exaU himaob' by tlie 
compatrieon, ho «how» fahlta disUuctly, and only nraiacs.WJCllence 
in ff^orai terma, v-'. 

A jpiay thux trritteu, ia |Uof««»d deliaufia ^d^ pi^ n^v- 

toralfy drew upon itaeif the vnltaiw of the theatre. , Ono the 
critioe that atiaok^^ it wii« ilartlfi fhfTjjird, to wb«^ f^prat ad 
dressed ^e life >f Oowloy, with sudh veneration of hi« tTstlcal 
powcTB as might halwraily\^«x^ groat e^rpecfcat'iona of iftHritctiou 
from his remarha,' ,'But |tf>onolt"d*^nUt'y’VwftTe of receiving 
characters from contempomry writers. CHford's remarks, by the 
favour of Hr. Percy, were ai!hi«fe ohtaiilifd; and, that no man may 
ever want them mol*^# f will e|£tract enough to e&tisfyidl reikton^ 
ahledwiTo. ' , < , . * , 

In the first letter his oheeneiioaiaealy general : Ion do live/’ 
Bays he, ^in as much ignotamse md dairfencss as von did in the 
womb; your wntii^ are like a Juch^ofalUrAde's shop; they have 
a variety, but noihix^ of value i and if thou art not the dullest 
pUnt auimal that ever the eortn produced, all that 1 have conversed 
with are strangely mist^hen in thee,’' 

In the second fie telle him that Altuttuxcr is not more copied 
fj^id^ohillefi thin fnm Ancient Fisto], •^Boit J am/* mn he, 
strangely mistaken if I have not seen this veiy Ahmimt Of yours 
in some diiwuisc about this town, and passing under another name. 
Trythfie wiaefeie, iiraii not this Euffcap once the Atdmit 





m 


^mr t mi d Hi Masnm/i» ? Wm 

wot Imdmimf otioo jpaiJod A tfuif& t I under 
tite liidwu 1 protest. &»d t«>w they Are tb® 9itmm 

or m eiyre, thAt 1 oanuot for mj houaet oiw <W>?w ifc^o 

otJliqr. tdu are tiher**fi»f« a ftraw^ imi ; thou art 

Bot wto't to steal fmB othoi^ibut 4fl»i wrotehed 

mmU' * , 

9f9» tilwe to fnko h% r«vo%f H 0 wroU a 'vij^^utac 
Uow of hh own Mw j he it mpM to yirnd auy twg» i^atm 
lus ropriftftlti q|K>n h» ewbUJ^iv To i^AJ that a»awcT ilk oUoal m 
the t ensure, l» uo high oowitpioridaljih. To OAfK^ Dryi^uw Uao^ 
ihod of his 0 A|»raiiadfli, he inm the aamo eaperiteowt up- 
on the Aims dua^'ilptioii of the shipa iw the Ifkiidn of 

'which however hodooe not the vAceUenoe , but iwteuds to 
shew, thit by studied iwiwaswuotitm every thing may he equally 
rtqwo»etited m ridMloaa^ Aft«r «o tmioh of |>ryden » e^^nt aut 
imodvcusianfi, ju llce’reqtiirefl that somethitig of Bettk’ft shoHld 
be oAUibjtod The foliowing oh»«rvAiifina are Uuerctoro eatra^hE^ 
liojw ii qU*i4o juujphh t of pages* 

Kat*. HUr him WiA ptelH Ill4 itoofTe* 

Ain) \ c(<tv« «<*uid kkp paie atora 

''■ Those two Urn, if he oiMi shew me any sense or though^ ^n, qt any 
thmg Imt huraWl aud uotw*, he nhaU make believe every woid 
lu hw oiwervatAioiiii ou M^mcen mm 0 * 

In the j6?%?r^ws <>/ *Vew(:ro wore ihf^e UAew 

rU then loeojm# twtKrttjr apiiere, 
fi TU) 1 find out oew wutids mi rod 

KH\ nhioh ilryden made this reiaxArk 

■* I behetox^ur leaiued u«tb«r tak«« a sphere fot a country , the 
sphere of Morcuco, asj^ Mwweo were the filok of Ennh and 
Wat< r bur « globe jw wo sphere uoithor, h) klsleatc /* So Aphiu 

must not be vxise, uuloSs it lelatedioa cifculttr motion about a 
giul < , in whn b stiibO the astroaomera oae it» I would desire huw 
to expound •tbofto liuewm (H<iit-uAth , 

J 11 to 'lh« turrets of the p^Ucc ffo, 

A&il ftfld n«vi> am to those that naUt Mow** 

7hetvc«i» aero-ljl<^ i?ith torubae ^ “isiy «i*So, 

<I w? b« tbc omen ilw’) my lota J II guidt 
Nf> lito, fci«exut«r toftuB^ I’ll aimenr, 

W iCt) op«a aims loose reU, ««e novlM hm* 

Just forwimli ft^'as im> relUng apheru. 

wohder, if he be so strict, how hcdaro« m^kc so bold with 
tjiheic Jiimsell, and be *0 criticai in o+hoi men's wutijiga. IVtum* 
is tanoied aUndmg on a globe, not oua aa he told ns in tho 
Bl it act 

Becaufl* , jllkanaU's amUoftare iho m6«t anlike tUltigs to what 
they m coiLpMod in ih^ world m venture to «lkrt a nimile in 



tnTB ojp im potn. 

hia Annus : be gives fcbie 

Cf^Jed the J^^i4on . 

"'V I ) . .' , '■ • i ' 

A, Tb<* Hfsxjfliy T^itt^an Irt -h^'^salUn* 

\ Th** of th« t»nq*j.iSbt otA, 

A^ick ^vdl , 

• ,.‘iVb 4 bisi* 'ibttdow^ io ' ;',, 

' ‘ ilaut ttlofi r«®««>flr in the :' 

, fcht #im» 4 feulif* ^s/'’ 

^ The* «^ith whit hW tmm 

iSoft* en ti^eVa An4 vO Ibri 

Wab ^<!i(.my IhJte of JJ}>l|Hty ‘stfishgth * 

s'-IVtKi frifiw ^4idi»ii)«t^^h Hinuntin^r hlUn#‘It^e#/ 

‘JD^i ihhet' drAtjj^'bt, and warJfki* i-^ ; "' • ' 

She«ieJh!!f ft 9 fi» Wi«p dying. Che Wives. 'A ‘ ■ ‘ . 

WhM a wauderfut pothw k ,he»'^de mika'aU ^sie jvoeiiMl 
beaatiilaationw of a ship ? that k» d ihe^^rfet stoasa, &ii4 

but a uasp i)& the Uhu ; to ttijiks hh humble oo^piriiaou of 9 . 
UKiJtp raoi*e» tldiuuluttai he does not Say the vf^vmm uimbty 

aa St or the iik®, hut itkeemed a wasp. Bat onr author at the 
■rntiug of thli wm not iw hi» alUtudea, to oompw ffhip^ to doatiug 
palaces * 11 coniparison to the pmsfw>so, was a petfeotiou fac did not 
nrrivc to tiU the " ludian Empomry' my^- Bnt pftrh»|>« hk siniili- 
tttde has thorS in it tre hnsitgme { Ihw ship 'h&d a great mny 
guns in her. aaid tk&fy put toff ct]^, made thcstitig in the wasp’s 
tall; for this is ali the'^mtoh t c»ihf''guo*^, trhy itaoesned a t.asp. 
Bat, hooause wa Will allow him sbU we casi to h«lp out, Jfit U ixj u 
ad'd Ihc rirlty of such uu nuimil may do much to* 
warcl^hcisjhteuiug'' the fancy." ' V' '* '; ;.' 

.,' *5 U been tio hi$ |>urposc» if hv had d«)*iguod to 

rahdey the 'schsotps little, to Ihavo 'eoareW far ,aume such 
pedAfttf/nsihis ‘ • , /_’ '-/V/''' 

If Ju.de^ ir 41 «U .«t}<ln tM g - ’ ,, ,:i. ' 

, ^ J u .f! ati ' 

, fh^ ew'k-'U 'Oa u fih" jimv« '- 

uayyou.'iUo, I wtn sofiiitp, ► 

^*Ob‘*cre'n how prnttilj oar nutliftr chop* Hgic in heroic verse. 
Thrao such tenting alkrna^r^K and t?w> 

i>, uo man hut Ji'iru Volf would hWe dom'^ w'uhui the nois® of Si 
Bat he'rt a man of genoi^l lwnih^{» ghd all comes into his play, 

‘‘■Twould havi^ done weU toeV hi tnsuld have metiftdth a rant 
nj two, worth tho ob'-i-rvaiian ; Sfich hs, . ^ 

W , MoW!il'Vif5fc|y, jS<|TJ.' «nd'07«lcTV«f» 

Wv*,j TO olbirt .'UiC «reeVf« heluniJ tjUtis m diy rsoe, , 

snr^y' t!^* Bun, whether h« Hies a Ieve/H‘«cf no,t alovcr’a 
jnc‘ 5 , leave's weeks and months n.ay years too^ behind him in hk 
race. ' _ _ ^ 

"PooT/»Eht>tei^ or ;,aJTty •other of tbs wfuW have 

Sriven 'him eatkl^tipn in the point. r-; ;/ 




nurrfflSfc 


II! 

' '''V®, I coot4 HU tbcA noir^ thr 6ftp*c ^ 

. . - flPhut'j. iSitiUlt m I tuti $m Uio 

f^tnc to jM 

'tliatiftlithy ittwi*'' - * 

W wvu jtuU»44<^ ’•J ^ 

/ 'whert' k I lS 53 ie»B ’ 

huti wliMs^^ver ^*1 ftU A}>dal- 

k’ti siili|ect% piled 'Wb m not jfmU ^ 

m w«U 1 tMtik At^daUa Wisso a man, 

time., ii''Aljii#*»k Jw told him W ¥fi back 

ji^l^'ht do *J5bi^'feat^1so W^uld ^mt «ttca A Weigbi? for tba 

idcaisufo of tba akpkdtj bU 4 t w $ bt#, imi lei Jpx&Jli do it it^ 
lio dare.; ;' ' ', ' ; _ ‘' ’ 

' Tfeal P«<»»14! UH* a bead long Uaxmt go, 

4Jnt wimn^irdi i^t*y miuwf Jo«^ t4iip4» t6roe» 

' ^^ Ot -wiita Itt t<J tbtS^ toWi«r twxtut 

A Very pretty aUasioa, contrary to all «cuac ot reatoU' ’Torrento, 

I toke it, lot IMm s?i»d neterflo mucb, can ntmt aetoru to tbdr 

former cotjj^c, uftlei^ bo m tlfattonpiftim can go up- 

wjirdfi, T/t'hioU h icriposaible , na) toai*o. lU tbe foregoing j^agelio 
reili UH w too ; a tfek a very uufiatbtoi memory, 

But can un’uiof e than tifiAbiio* Upwwd toff . ^ 

which Of, a ioMni, whichax^mfma r»pM <«fream, ifsmuch m^?ra 
impdsjuhk*. ' JS<{iaidej*^,\if guy* <lU4bbk, attd »ay that H ia 
powiihle by art water may be made lat^vu^ ana the sam«} water run 
twiooin olio awl the wac clmunel, then be oonfutu udtat 
hem's: for Itiwby being uppoaed, lhatii runa iato it« former 
cour«»'e j ongines tiia^ lUdko wator »o totunt, do it by com- 
pali^^vu and v'ppomrion. Or. it ho tfi* an U betultoug ton cut for n 
iid<k, if bich w<mld be HdioiNOJia, jjet tW) do net utod in volnmes, 
but come fs^re-rkbt: back (il thnr uptight lice ^ttraight to *b«ir for- 

f injr i4ha that by uppo^Utm ol the «t||^-Wor, that dn^ea 

hfciij b;jrk agaim' 

**Aud far faticy, when he lights of any thwig like it, 'ti« a non- 
der if it boy^toi byrrOwed. M herc^ fof cjwiimpU of^ 1 find this fan- 
dful thought- in hie A;(»n ^ 

Old father TiiKtUOT up liirt WTfrejid head * 

Btft ftiarirt the- fi»te vt wCijffM* ff<»dd I'jUUa, , 

Deep in hi « li« mn^ht td* sedgy Bto , 

Atid torupk bftelt ante b9li< uto^ 

m atoku frum from Cewlof* l*m Mc^i, p 9, 

tJwift Jertku Bhirtwl an4 ftittgh bii«k««4r4tol 
fusing onmVi^ftt Uo«k rted^ Ids »gto !«*»(!, m 
ABd the Spattbto^ th« «r a»#»hU i» 

A t once tha«rt is xthout and these ff iU 

VThiii Almantor ependsk of himself; and feurc |yr one mm to cson- 

' K j 5 ■ 
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, jsmi tbe city, aftii ipotBet 

caoc, kftam^pag dlBcult; btxt ihiiijfiliglitli pat^cnabtc to bo% 

.' V/;; ,V}^; » teimpi^t'that ' '\ d ' 

MftaeiijiWtli*W«s;i<r« ': yj • ,' ' 'Vy. ’ 

;.^]^iS!yw^iat;Soe$ tliia hfiiomVle pttSpJi k^h$^**^impkii}^ 
Y^riidoa. the wmd f ^ tompsst wt ontindcs i%l|; Jo »upp(^6 a 
'/'^ikait vihd,hu1bp^m Apj^iftg a ma%:to -walh 

, out feet; fojr iJf ha auppoftea^tto iem^t tjO 5e ^methSiig diatftct 
^^rom the iriud, yet, afe being the effect to ctime before 

the mnse i» a little pmpoaiei'otiaj if 'hj^ .juto li,phe way, 

or if hoUhesU the other, thoaeiwo"*^^’* i^U is^Khieiy 'J»^ me 
;'*^po^)^dhili(y/^ -Biio^^h<)f Bottle, ,. ^ ; ' 'j..' ' 

•^^Marria^ a-Wmoae” (3 ^7 ^) h a comedy Wlcui^ to the fcarl of 
Booheatier j i»ho»i3>e^a^^ not aa the defender of his 

p»^i^, bnt the promUter of hk foatqiie, Ijatighaini? plk^esi this 
play 111 167S* The Karl of Boeheater, th^fore, was the famous 
wilmot/ whom yet tradition edways repr<»ient»:^ ait memy to Bry- 
den, and who k mentioned b| him with rt'tne diareipect iti the pro- 

faee to yuvonai* ^ ' 

^'The Ajsignation, pr We, in a. Mjpincry;!, a-Osome^iy 0^7t), fm 
drivepoff tho'shagn ‘^.agamefc'ihe an tSm author «a>p, 

the .beat iudw- Ih k dedicated| ' ift a very elOgant addrei^, i^^ir 
Charles BedJiyj Su’ vhiofe he tnda m opportunity for.ltk usual 
oompkittt of hUri treatment and narea^^tmame cenewr^ 

‘^Amboyna” (i€TS) k a tksne i>f mingled dialogue in' verso and 
prose, and wa» perhaps witten in less time than ^‘The Virgin 
Ifartyr;*' though the author ihouglit not dt either ostentaticmKly 
<>r mottmfany to tel! how little labour H cwt hlmi or at how short 
a warning he prodnoed ii ili Wa$ & temporary perlbrmanca. wyit* 
ten in the time of the Butch wnr;, intlame thp imtion apintt 
their enemica; to whom be hepos, as he doidarea in hk %uogao, 
to make hk poefeiy not lea? destructivo than that bf Mob TyrtAHW 
of old animated the This play was^ written la, the second 

Butch war, in 167S. 

^^Troilus and CwidaJ! .{BTO} k h play altered fs-om Bhake- 
speate; but ao altikud>.^at, even in LaftglMiine's opinion, ^Hhe last 
acmui in ihe third act 3? a It is introduced by a dk- 

couiroe m Clminds of Critickmf? iu 'Tragedy;' which I tua* 
poet that Beer’s book had given ticCission. " 

;Th«t Friar” k a t'r&|d'Ot>medy, eminent fbr the 

happy ooincid^c^ uUd coalttmn el the Iwc pick, ■ Aa it w*g writ- 
ten ifgainat thepapkte, it would naturally at that time havefmnde 
and enemies; and partly by the popularity which it obtained at 
partly hy the rtiel power both of the eerlous and rkiblo 
parti it uonija-V^ long a favofuiite of the public. ' ' / 

It 'was opinion, at least for Home ti'mo^ mi he maintaitm 

it in the, 4ed|dhilon Vf thk play, that the drama an alte- 

ration of comics ahd tragic Bceae^ ; and that it i» hece««ary to miti- 



, ’Mkrmtions of tiae^riineni^ tKo t>f«t»sw of poDiileiT^its 

; aiMi tlio of toiko«ie$i*^on8. ' 

'^’ ^^canoot perforwi l>ot1;». hicMf ' 

'“' The of ‘fi^tott 6 obmJ^oSEion 

wiili Jjec, aa ''Oofiipaa” Jba4 bpto 4meTvt notice 

OAly fortbooifartoo wbicii it gavoliik t%:3tii^^ tho ^TOiaa- 
iu^ottowil to the esmwii#is>i ,,)bSb ooinrfv ,X^,o Attpokod him 
;'intb great viol<mc«t/ ho 

M^m to from iho hf grmUit 

, pajrt/,af ihoM^o ot'met^'it'^to' 

■' ju wrtitmg ^ pla^^ t sbid "^be ’itappen^^ il^ 

, momirn Jtiat tipbn tb^’ of a poOBi; irbon I’;'#oirjtid bhv© 

l)eoti''gl44 of a little iwpite,--«7W'tMmi5 of 'St beki^ged^'to bism ; 

,„. aM to me otHy ibfi» iret »ame of fcho pSay, tbo w Wo fourth aofc, 
aiidl tbO'tociift'oir'^joibetrhat w '' ' 

, This wa^ a play prof^isdly for the party of the IHdre of 

York, whose sueoe®>^n wi^Biheti o|ipoaed,*'’ A pamlkl i& ihtemJtd 
betweeft the Loapera of Fraii^^e »wl iW Coyeuapters of : 

'‘aud thk mteutii(m‘^rotfuc«ij<i the;ej^nt^ 

Albion aid Alfoi*hiul<'’ <iati8ical drhina or opera^ writ- 

tm, like the ""Duke of Guwe/^ against the %pufclic#m». ; Yfith 
' whiii t?uoo0dt it ^im pc“rforJ»««ij:'l have nOt foBhd/"'‘^ ■» ’ ' ' 

*‘The State of Inmxjfiiwe aid 1^1 May*** (td75) i^s'ienJied hy 
him ah opera,,; UIa rather a traj^y In heroic riiya*, Wc of- which 
the pmonagei are sheh «« cahhot decently l>i esthihited’’ ett the 
Htagc, Seme finph productioh waefuteeeen by Biianrel, - who wiites 
thua to KiitbB ^ 'Y , ’’'f, 

^ ' < ^ ' ' ' Or tf 'ft w<tr|i: %a bc; »p!Wxn"4, . , ' ,i ? . 

' ' ■ ' JwU-*uii I, wftft vt r.ftud ', ,.i^ ;;'^ 

,U ^ > ,(Swt'h»»«,dhqUi«t MtWftrJff «rt«M ■ '' , 

i;,', '' ' ' \ An.< ejf' ib w'f'ci^^'tt**'!,)' •' 

'',* '' ' ‘ • 

, ' ■ TcK’aaujse, ta ftMtiw, WQid fff'f'w U iw'a j^ay: ; 

, It is another of his hasty productions; for the heat of his ita agina- 
tion raiiAed it lu a mouth. , 

This c^jjapoaidcm is addrcjfcd to the Pmeess of Modena, then 
‘Bttchesaof York, in a strain ot flattery, which dh^^gmeca geniiiR^ 
and which It is wonderful th^di any in, an that knew the meamng of 
, his own wqrd» could u*^ without ^sIMptefttation. It is an attcaopt 
to mingle Earth md Heayeu, fey praising human eaiceEenceln the 
.lanwge of religiom® ,,,■''’ , ' 

, The preface wptaiarf an hpoh&gy for heroic? vem and poetic 
license ; by which is moaut hot any liberty taken iti contracting or 
' extending words, but the usC of bold flctious, and ^ ambitious 
.flgures. , ^ , W, ' ^ ^ 

\ The reason which he gives for whai was ne#r act-od 

> cannot be overpassed: '*1 wfisiuddped;td It in liy oa^n .dfefehce, 
many hrndred co|ue« of it being dll^peifs^d ahroua wifhoht my 
knowledge or consent md everyone ^h^ring p^fW Ikdlta^' it W 
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catne at a libel against m»/' Th«¥so as they gaibared 
faults^ were sip^>atotly aiamweript ; anil he live4 in m ago vary , 
nuHhe oarn, ii* J^iasiv Jiati^lre^oopje# of fan^t^ten htMftdrea lines 
were likely to be " traymi^ibe^. An aaihnr 'ta a tight to print his 
own works*' and not'seek an ^|l|^olcfe4'j| ij^whood ; but ho ibAt, 
coaid -bshkr to itrito the*'d,odicai‘4oh,v'S5t\»id^pm ih writing -Jiha, . 
proikce, ’ * . ' ' ■ ■'''''' - r-’ ,.-■'■ 

A rang ZtW (167 6) Is a tmg^y foaiidta oja m actions of a ^ . 

pri*^'4h«n reip;itlu|r. but over “natioftB hot Jli^iifety to empl**/' their ‘ 
criri'os ap^t'n ihrt'transautb^yas Sajj.llAh' 'elago. /If ho had , ■ 

known tend d'ii^^liked ii-w t>iir tra^d^ Vaej »ot ia ^ 

timwseoave fr^' Im Awh’tinenV His . coiintirt li? at swh js dis*^ 1!,’ 
'^Anoe, that the n)a1hmE6r<s Athjghfe' lfe;.sately falridfed, autl 
feigh^ ; for Uto reiliateness of a'|)3noc is wtQArke'd, ^by , 

felfortl tie same cotivenicnoefn h part ifedili' rt ri?Ae, 

Thk phy in" writt^v in rhynte ^ appoaraacc, <dr being' . 

the-'iamt okboTate^ofnll th«.?^r^iaai ibe p^pkajj^^xro iaiparial ; , . 

bat th« 'diab-^gue is hfen thciiji^iofb jHneiH»p{U>k oi «t*a- , 

tirnents accommodated to tn«ltot£ Thecompbdnl of life 

cekbratedi and there ht'e m'^y;rt^er th?vi may be read 

with pku^Ure. ' ' '''"\ ' /’ ' ^ 

The phiy U addre^M to the Bari of MTx%rh-sa% Diilbi' 

of Boakioghaizi, hi 5 tH<tj'!f; irii;(jt. & yet f% writer pf and % 
critic. In thk addrok-i^ Dryden gave tn4,jdn»,t h1r»TH of hU IntiJiiti/.m 
to write an epic poi'm ’ montit^us his derign in tcrihi* ob'^oure, • 
that h« scicms afraid hk pTivi ftbontd.bo pariont'etb.iw, he sujai , 
happened to him wlten he told it rri^re .’plrvnxly in hk prvfwtse to 
Juvenal. *‘The*'d«!^l^n,” 'i-tays be, ‘'yorf knorf k the ri-oty 

Eng}iJ»h, and'^xaiiher too aear -tbn pri%oiit iimm^ nor 4op tUstant 
from them.^f '■«-''' - ■• '•^’^, ^ ' 

*’ All fyr Love, or the VVorid'wsPaf'Wt’* (167v^L a trigj^dy fuundtid - 
a »on the stf>ry of Antony oud 0ieop'4f&/ ho tfik xh "']» the only 
phy which bo wmu for bimj^oU rt-?,!; wero jsiren to 
people, h k by tiutfi'iv4 ctmscm aecininted (he -work in Tvhicb he' ' 
h.os admitted the icwt^si iniproptiteties vf SJyK ot i hamtior ; b|*tit 
h.i.-# «fte fuulr. ec|uy{ ti> mai^y. i.ht>'%U vatUer momi th,m critical, 
tlnit, by admitting the muaijiUe oianipotifUGC of Lhve, he has^ 
fC'‘f»rnmci d^'d, as }aud?Jdo abd worthy of briii^tion, thh^ conduct ‘‘ . 
wbirh. through all ujsreg, the gotul ha^Vcfemurticll in* ricioir*,, and th© - 
bad dc^piw^d »s ibodrh. ’ V" 

Of t.hi't play the prfdxfgiic and the epilogue, though n^rittto upnu 
the common''to]dca <»f muUi;hms And ij^noraat'ciatic&in, and Without . ,„ 
any piErticnlav ralarioi* to the 4*®*****^^*^'^^ orii^^d^ts of rhe dyamn, 
arc dwrvediy cciehratcti for th'dr clc^tiC^hnd sprig hilfeeas.' , . , 

** Limborii'cn, ortho kind Ke^yr, tX)m©dy« which* 

after the I'faird night, W-as pr^hibiiAif Ae too indo^waiht for the stagi^. . 
What '‘^gav^ oSeiKeff as m printing, an th© aWthvr'pys^ altered 
or omitatod'; 'jUrydeu ipntfuS^n that iis Indec^iicy was ohj^^Jcted'to-.; - 
bat LwigbaJbw^ who yet fielUhm faToui^ Imports it» ©xpttMcm 



maitHMSiii;, beeattfie m k»E<?li tb.e part 
llieto'wm.*' ' ^ /'> ■' , '■' , 

^>edip!i«” (*|479), a trag^cly foiwe^lfe l)0to Lee in 

from th'O \v(jjrfe pf .Cwneilloi-^ 

l>0^^,ii ' .planned' ’ t|e , 'aetwe^" ’‘wnl^; , mi tHil ^ 

, art^^‘ ' . . '; T'V:' , ' i; ;’, ;; . '’'j:',i'’',,--.^‘‘'’‘ ■ ' ',■ ' 

(^^0% h^<ioip:piimf^^ first et 

aceonddtirift dramatic' peno'ni^ -i™ W<? l^pgiVfce al3 a^led; 
am! has many cbaracto^ and 
rallies 

yet* m it mak® appr^i^ii*^ tKe powiiftpSli ‘ 

eome'aontimp^ntsSympfi, J.eayp^ gtr^iig Jmpreaatoi iVpnfitintied long 

pfe«|^, .lind ‘ik^. 

nwitode# <3tf empire* art ^enflt.^Jtepaea F|kfi''Sfie , writer - 

intended for comip; 

rni^mewd, andttmwoul^d noft^dW'; fbet«r4r«^^w.eyer*rt^ 
of nrdrtisallV aud tfiereoep; 

eiUation oTOprax;iy SebletJatt admiri^^ , < ."• 

Th.« p% wa$'tei!'&ot?^''b 'I>ry4«a.hadJo^ 

yeari? djBe'Oitinned’dTHm'atie poetrjr^/ ^ ,„f, ' ' • 

*' Amubytrioa^' ift a wmedy dejiyfpdlrom 
Tlm d<«icatio« i« daW P«t. lfi5>bl’;''TOIa;pky"fe^^*m^i tJ> 
reeded ui llr.4 appearaiico, apd wa»,:| titiofe* lon^ considered as a 
ve^jliverting enteniibiioent ^'. '■' ■ 

^ Cfeomeoes’’ (.1,d02jlf h i iTiigedy/ onfy rcmarkabk aa it^oeca-, 
sioned :m inoideni rt)at<sd iia tHe '0vm>dmn>y and allu^iyely men» 
iioned by IVydcri in Ms prefab"- came m*t from tlie 

niatum, Im wua acuof^tcd tbus by rtme airy ?daipUng! '*^ If ad 
I been left u!ofe*i with a yonnja; bcaaty* I' would Mut lay 

time lik^^'yoUi* Sprirtau'/’' ^*,Tba4* a^id, J)r5’drt, *^perbap» is 
true i but give me leave to tell you that you Mliero/”: 

'"King Artluir' anotliicr opera, „ It wajR’ilm laj^t work 

that' Oryden perlomicd for King PharhiSj wbo did ml Um to w it 
exhibft<HJ* and it tWs not iscem to ha\e been ever brought npon the 
^tag'O, hi lb^‘ dedi.^at.fou to the Hatquhof IWifaji^, ihero is a very 
okgttpt charaeter of rbartu-V^od a pleaang abcouufcof hi!^ latter 
Bfv.’’ When firA‘'tenght upon^'tfio stia|fo* new.-^ that the 

' Duke of Mouiuos^tk had Kirndod ^ wa*j told .in tSo theatre ; iip'^u 
which the campauy 'departod^ aiid.^ *’ Arthur" wa^ exhibited no 
more. ' 

Hi¥lIa«t,UraTrm '* Love JUriumphant-"^ In hia d^*dic?atiou to 
'tho^ &rl of SaliAnry. he .n^eufcimw lou^u^jtae of fortune to 
which he hud voluutjiruy 'Wuct^ hikts^t Vud of .whiek ke h8td no 
rea'^on to be imhamed*” ' .’ /. * . 

^TaiH play j|ppnared ia 36i)i It 1)8 ^aid to hiito bceJVEokimceg^fuL 
The wl'UitnThei proe«ied3U|: rn’crely from a .Ddmugo mind, in cm- 
imtd Ijy the author to be Weetl vo. Tixuft,;he ,b^gaji arid tepdetiihifi 
dramatic lahoumwffifH'iffuc^jcei „ ' 

From Huch a uuspber of th'eatribal pirtrt, H will bo supposed* by 





LOTft Of mt vmn, 


ht Impm^^d W IK^rtime; i^lmi 

iik$,t irtti mh ^biUtJa, ssust hm 9^ ^ 

deHitn^e- But m Drfi0rC» iimes the iv»8 vert lUni 

iQj^lW^iW mw^hikUm whi<^ it obtained. Xbe bntise 

rirtiallli^jrredlicirt^ bt^dcid bythi^e 

of eeiionto^ ^ A ^»ve liitryielri, fwd 

lbv« tiebliwd hie diynitjv, mi h yetinif wd«r baro 4*i^w 
by appwrini: m 

m» iwreto of ihe whe*! «o minpy ohmce <tf the poefAe 

Jirecse doduotiid fi;ooa the auteoe^ notfreht; hod the jpM 

»lHKl,lQi^hioiigiiiheibtit ai»^ The %t M tfo 

nighhi ma JSmihtrnr^ hpd the iwii that had thl^ vr^ 
ivcrOr boirever^ in those diysi e^yte of h poet’s fortone> 

lehi^ Dryto itirbw to practise j lajdajdey, therefore* seldom 
prodaoed him more then i pmmde by the aocumfhh|ed 

gain «tf the ^rd night* ihe^edioatiott, and tho 
Almost every pUoe had a dodmoHoni Vritteo with edlh oleganoe 
and InantioriBnea^ of praise^ m neither henghtiness nor aiarroo 
nould be imagined tp rmiist* But he eeepoe to have made idattery 
too cheai^ That praise is worth nethtng of whJth the pnpe »» 
hnown, ^ 

To inorcftse tfhe vabte of his oopSes* he aooompanied hlv 
waih with a prefheo^f oritlmsitt $ a hind of leamitMT then 
newiSkthe i^isb langnage* imil which ha* who had ooitiidd^red 
With great aocoracy tbu pmeipteof wruiog^ was able to distribnia 
copiously as occaBions arm By these diasertsUotMi the pnlUk 
judgment mnaihave beeu mnoh improved; and who ron- 
vemd with Bryden. rhlates thathotegrottad the suoteess of his own 
iiudmctmns, and found his readers made suddenly too skihUI to be 
easily lainided. 

Ah prologues had such renutaiion, that for some tune a play vtm 
considered as less likely to bo woU received* if »cniw» of his voices 
did not inttioduo© it The price of a pralogno wm t Wo fi«nea% tilh 
bmng asked to wtihe one for houthern* hf\ demanded three 
**KoV* sjud he, “'yrmng than out of di^Jft-'^peot <o yon; bat the 
players have had my goods too ohtt'ip '* 

Thoi^h he declares, that in hts own opinion his |^ms wa*^ net 
dramat^ he had ^h|kt eenfidenco in hw* own fferUbty/ for h^^k 
said to have engaged, by contract to fumkh foifu* plays % y tsar, 
dt is certain that in one year, IdTH, he published iU Jvf 

two parts of the Vont^ui^t fjf 0retAiM^^Sir MM*h 
Mtirr-<ttlf and the ^tnte Imo^ent^i tdx%vmp3oto pUja, with a ce- 
lerity of perfiiriisancc, which, l^ough all Langhaln/s charges of 
ids^iwn should be allowed, Acwsutich facility of composition, 
^Sheh wadinesB^ langunga, andsuoh coiaoa»i*e«sof mtimenV«» 
aiibfg the time m Lopea dr Yoga, perhaps no other anther has ever 

pOMSBCd , 

Be did hni et^my bis lepntaifon, however smk w hfe profits, 
h&mm im0» mthout Mmlestaiictt. lie had mtjm ie endUH»> 




m 


rfmlK ISft ic^|K»ie, TImi i»Jt« »f t3ie 

nobility, t]be IHko of Btiokingbnm lam ^ Eoipb^ikr, d«» 

isliytod tboiMlvofl hi^ . ^ ^ 

Bnokb^inim 

0 fi^oo nAitob 

of ButW, ihfc «Ltttb0noW]te#N»ti^f 
of*^d Chi^Hor^boneio f naoid %. ilo 3firiiSd ijS# bis 

C^pl&fii mi b>« 

ttnd ibo unmb^r of ]jil%%tbaxi^'>$ In 

wbiob^ tbobgb by oi tto^on il nodMsM «l 

ibo otii^HId ^i&d any tb% iM «^bii »ot «* 

b*?o boon or » oo»rfWer#oy 1*0 nu- 

merouit ^ ^ ^ V ^ - tW/i- 

ir^4idjia»t tbo tnif<<ii*d wiirg^ of lUorftify bi«jb’ty, iofodlooik ««b!d 
froTkhlmome i it? r€K|bit«a bid^ ikt emih i^n» n 
but often depots lafm h^tim wbiw^ tbentf U tio Ojp^pWtnuS^ 
of ibabing, or 40 lio books and luinipliletenot nltraya 
hi bund. 

f he '» Robcarfiirf* i«W f>l*fod 
rtdi<m1ii)^pai«)(&gi()0 £0 tbo^^ 

vhloh were not iiubli^hod till L . „ ^ .„ „ «, —^wv, 

in»blh»b»din ld?Sj md in *^T?}ritWnnlc|jOwi*^fia IfSfT* ^lie«» tjon* 
tmdkitionii iKhawbo^rftitbly iwtire b< anpbbd 
H 28 ludd ^1 tboe mi orxgbialiy intended ugaikst Xhmmxki, 
who, in tb« drstt draught, ww ehntWdbwised by tbwn ame of '^Bilbojeu^' 
l>av<mia»t bad be^n a eol^or lutd nn a^nturor* 

There le oneneMihge lu the **Kebeajtol'* fitill iwmtdnbvg, whkli 
acoms to h»¥o robM Otigi nuBy fc<> Batetthitid; bis Imwj 

aud oomes tn with In^ivu paper noplled to the brwe t 
feot<Nl Dryden^ doee not Appear I Wetmufe noee bad eu4bredeueli 
dindnutiou by nushepe mnong the women^ that a pateh upon ihat 
part evidently detiotea biiUi 

Jt U wdd likewjwe that ir Itobert Howard wiMi nnoe »i»aat. The 
design w«a probuWy to wdieale the tnigmug poet, whatever be 
might be. '' 

Jf«th of the personal eeiite, to wblidj^ 2t »ki|fht owe ita ISrat re- 
eeptioft, 2 h flow lest or obgiaiied. i?ryr» probably imitated the 
drcMs, and nutmoked the manner, of Hrydeui the eant wmda wbieh 
wereao oftmi in Im month muy ho snpposed to have been Hryden'a 
habitual pbroaea, or castotwity eatolanaitjong when hem 

to write, n blooded mid purged , tbhi, aa liamotte iwtea hJmielf to 
baVe heard, waa the roAVYractice of th® poet 
There were other fitroke* in t|m by wbloh maUce 

wa« , 2hc debate betwwn and Honottiv wbioh keeps 

prince Vuhtius in a single bont^ ia iMud I 0 have aUudnd to the miM< 
eonduct of the Duke of Who lost {kibiin to therehe1jB#liilo 

he was toying with a mmttebs. 

The IW of Bochfestcr, tt> sappr«» Iho ropntaHwi of Djyden, 
look Bctilo into hm protociion, and endeavoured to perattade the 
puUig that its approbation had beeai to that time misplaead* liitettk 
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Ifi 


ym » wlitU jin reintttarfiioii ; Ms J , 

#eWK)i|i4 ims ctadl^a <n tjriiWrt io - 

ptey«4 If c<jnr^ IS'fly ^ INN)^ fet 

th0 t w M h<^^m W 

ft J 'ttf iJwd mm^** pc^tiaps winj^r » 
aMn4^ ^ 

lin luid UrtniftsK Mni!rvbii&ed tn i 

$ S¥|h^ ti 6 i' nvuJii; 4^c| isatM^ ntiSiMjJi Wi tii^ 

gMnnd his mrn M 'pOi^nr ^W* irhjliih m| 

froq wnt hU'Hta al 4rs«w tija«|i<^ ^ Sft i» 

anOT J%t «f)Jto6 paA^, <tt* ftfW4 w il^iirn ^iwe i ht> liiMm 

tie m»\t of m wottt4<» hjr tla^ pf hk md 

Oadeavouns to i'epel iJiA >^h90i p£ eif^iclftm % of 

adgwauti^no 4 

TW •jwoni^lntt w-jSiiioed ngftiusA kv^ima^ Vknt of ^Ift* 

giarism, ei^aint>i wMoIr he nevei^ vigorous defettoo 4 

fot pethap^ rnt^itmm utoili^uud, ho 

woMd, If 4?onyti>g jwirf of lino oftVrge, have contf<?^d iho reiJt ut<4, 
as Ma advemnes hA<ilho uWof In tioir oim lmn% h«, ^ho luxir 
that wit hftd jiUlo power n|si 4 i »4 fa**t», wj*<jly lei^/iu that porplta- 
Stjr which It genomlf a whhjk U Wss hi« intt^r* 

e$fc to tdiU.proM^ Hud wfofi, «iUos» pnf okoti hy Th 4 li 0 ft^ion« f^*ir 
were iihoiy to oatufiuno 

Tboogh the hie ot a writer, ^om ahont thirty^ve to sisfy tiueit* 
Txia> be»ttpw?ed to havebeetx bupfied h> Uie composi- 
tion of oighVond twenty fnl Uj^dei» fonadiuoui m 

the s^me !ot uiyfOtwr arider(akin;i;s. 

Iki, how ipuch soercr he tcroH he wh« at h o*ite >^nHp»»itod 
of writing more; for> in 1679, w paper of lorsu^t cnll>'d ou 

satino/' ems ihmtn about in Mantt*<jrkpt j by whioh the t irl <^f Ko- 
< heater, |)b,* DttohW ot f^urtamoufb, wftd <U«i^ w mUvh 
provoked^ that, as wi»<mpp(j«od,*^f<}(rihe 'letors were never oiwqo* 
•ver^dA ihoy procured DryAu, yfkpm th^y suftpeoted as thu author, 
i^> ho W4>hud and hiutoh* 1 fh*sifliddu»t ivm**n<wM'rji hr the Duke 
of Buc^kinjjhamahirev the I’^ator, m hw Art oi J^'oetry f* 
w3i w he s»3"^ of fbryden , ^ 


Thouvfh vrwVd «od tswtcfrt ht a other » rhymefi^ 
itf? pwn 4ea<wr sajn^fc AppiaWj^^Uaust 

Ilk reptitsilun in +imA, was snob* ni^fltsne wsa thought no- 

co^ftty to th« Bmceess of eVury poetlesJ ok ISIferart peifortounee, ^xkI 
thetofoTe he whi engaged to oontnhu^ nomething^ wbutev^^r it 
«i%ht he to mny pubUciutiensii, pregieed the ** Lite of Toly- 
bins*' W the tt^tiahirion of Sir flonry KShodtH . und those of t^ucimi 
and i?Wsw«M toftweuions of tbeir works hy ditfereat haiiija Of 
ih^ Iftigwi Tftcito bo translatid the firkt h<K»k , and) If ISMon bo 
credifcei, it from the Frihich. Such a «Mi ^rdly 

he without seme degr^ of indiguatioa ; but it |s not, j 

suppose^ ^ mMk to ho Orydeu wahtod ^0 lltomttiire 




m 

* to tHo f «kdt««, m omAS^iing li|jcia«elf ^ 

M^doo iti 0 mw 4» no %m of iho MIto ; im4^ 

for mou^* ym oo^ilieutW n H w Ijid iifli||«^ ##, ^ 

tu )^5SU, tU %Sebii of OrJ^ h&$ hy iU mtspf 

thfi time, s^temk ^ pmtw^ phMm, 

or Df^doEt ootl tm4 

hy tk prefMto; and ^yydt^n. wiw^ olwisi 
eomuiooed, pi'cliiied 0 dwoour#' api^n woi ikon 

»trugg!nig iwr tio 1 jJ>o 4/ tbftt (^o^Ho^d 

swij^ aifficttlty i% tb.a ij&i«litO» of itMfi i»tel»pj; 2 ?^*loa, 

W^iob th^i for it <«r6ti3id H dlmdnlt to 

ooaloctuio, were ImH iio oowor iflrWW ertOai^ 4%f oboerved^ 
TUe mhoclfci SoOrd^ ii^lfeliBilldoyi hjid %Kod wo iodg- 

»i3e<«d tbo notion^ o^d it Mieyod 

^oy ootUdbe fomtd iikdYiiihe) tbot^b?oOeka,w. jPote^ 

W&lbn oo4 ^94 ttiotd to dvio iJcomlfdoo tif h diferoot 

lu icsij Drydenbe^toe jfOt laofo ooAR]»lo«tme l^ufiitirif imli- 
tlos t\ith poeiiy, isx ti^e ipimyym^ bolted ^wwllottt oi>d 
Aohitopbol/' ojoioot tiio irbldhi hy LoM Khaftp- 

bttty^s {»cit.<*meotifO«i tfio J)wke of Udhtbouth ot ite head* 

Of thJe uOem^ ior%li|aH pe)!«oiialMteb''WttB lOppM t(» the onp- 
poHf i)f ptthJio fJTinofpJee, 4od i» which, tUOroft«*6j oooyy mteid wS*^ 
lutorcetod, eliw» yOOei^ten W^ onsjor, md the <^0io bo lat|;o* vhot ^hf 
nti old homelier^ toM loo/he hod hoi te e^Etihlled 
but hy KiohevottdV^ji tfiol. 

1'be rc*JOwtthr(Hi» frejtOfftl I'ojniiml Addim has oiteUBfl^tod to do* 
riw from the doUgbt the Wdod f^Msk of 

^earetg' lued thmU that <*tiri<mty to doeipliertlio 
readers t v tU« p >om. There h »o »eod f o why thoa© reraoe 

were read, whioh, to all the WtferaottenB of mtk etep|l®e> hhd ha«^ 
mnoy, added tho co'oojHTation of a!! the ihcfdoh»l^«Mo|kM^ filled 
every fiolod with rriumph or reoeuimbiai 
U oottid not bo ftimpotwd tliai att the j^ro^ooation ^TOtt by Pry* 
deu would ho'eudured without roBtetemoo or reply. Both hk t)ereou 
Bud hte party were exposed iu ihelr turn to the shafte of satire, 
whnh, though neiither bo w<i||||roiaiod, tier perhaps m well dimed, 
Uhdruhtodiy drew blood ~ > 

Oue <vf there pwraa U catted "prydeu's fcttite op. hte Mu’je ” as* 
cnbe 1, thought «A Vope says^ falsely, to $ 0 tuer^ who yim itfter wards 
ihauoelliox* Th^ poem, whe»e soijw H Iras, ha^ xhutjh viroleuoe, 
aud aotpo spHtelme^ The WHter iietllfi aU the ill that he ctah ool* 
ledt both of Pryden ftOdhte ftleaids,^ 

The p 0 e*o of * Abseteam AOd AchHopbei*^ h^d two answers, now 
both foff^ottru QUO oaited ** Awm and Haahaif the other Ab- 
ailom seal or' Of these hestule oompoBiUoa)^ Dsydeu appkreutly 
imputes '* Absalom seiuor*’ to Setdo, by qtt0titj| m hte verseih^ust 
hidi the secfmd hue, 

** Asaria aud Eikhai*' was, as Wood says, imputed to Mm, though 
it te Bomowhwt uMihbly that he Bhduld wHtp twice m ^he 8 «h»e 





OB taE PuETfc. 


oooiRioA. ifltll48ffi<w<lWtrliirfi J owiad^ iNkivt of 

a loinal^ fanoirlom H poetical ' ' 

iPk^awno U5 jrabmliod *' ^hti <»f laWk the 

i«$a fttruok QU Wd Sbafi!^fc«iTy>;0«oape fym » prooooBti^ 
by *tbe of a gran^ iaflr of CoadowOwj 

la Mb ^p&mi be wai&taioa iM Me Bifi4lb3ee» aad mm mm 
btiHb #tM£odby C^io same aEii^alai 'maaab Settle, h«4' 
m&W^ AbsaM/' apMwd ^tb OOuM U ojMtWl 
iai fbe MeM'* aao pobWexl m ana^irer, eeJlM ^ tbe MettaJ m- 
^ v^ed/' witn u madb eaoM Ibotb eaemMr tbaibe left tbe 
palm doaWnl^ m4. ditiM ibe rarest of ibe i^dsti Suob are 
tbe revqlutitoiis of fame* o^OEob ts ^ pt^eeltmoo of laabiob, that 
tbe mao, 'vrhOae vorbe have odt yet Wen ibeoj^htto desen’TO the 
oii»e of eoHeoimg tbem, vbo died Jforgottea in to boftpital, and 
whose latteX* yearn wore Mat ia ooatriiiOig ibowa for Ihiw, and 
carrymg on'eh^y, or epitMamiittm, of ^h^hh the bi^^toamg and 
end were oectoioually Med, bat the Sotennedlate parte wer^^ al* 
wi^ the same, io etmy hama inhere there 'naa a funeral or a wed^ 
ding, txdgfit With truth hare hod lobbed upon Mb etori^ 

Bert U(a th« E^rti md Anttfootutt o^ Diyd^o 

Sflfcie wa% Ejt Sum rebellioo, severely eba.af»ed W l>*yd;eo under 
the hamo of In the eemd port of ** Abaednm tad AebitO^ 
phelf and waa perhaps for hielhoilous audarntymade tlm tuty pf^ei, 
whoee ttturuaJ ofeoe waste doiMbe the priories cd the Mayor’s day 
Of thoae bard« he was the last, and eeeUMJ not tOUtdi to have do- 
eeiwed even this decree of regard, ill it was paid to his piditiCAl 
opiadoue^ ft>r be aiterWarde wrote a panofyiio on the varture of 
/eteriee . and what mote oomd have been done by the 
meanest aesM for prdNMivet 

Of tMiidated wr oeoadoital peem^ty to enumerate the 

iitlee, or nettle the dat^p, would be tedioo^*, with 1UU« use. It may 
be oMrved, that, as %yden’'« geuim was oommonly excited by 
some petnoua) regard, be rarely .vritos upon a jrenerAl topic. 

boon after the aoeessioa of Jflnir dames, when tlie design of re- 
oondliingthe imtion to the Church dy |omft heoame appaient, and 
the religion of the court g<*ve the Wy efh<»acMni» title to its fa^ 
vours, iJryden declarml hmiaelf a convm to Topery. This at any 
other time might have pamed with little oemHUre. Ken«lm 
Di^y embraced roneryj the two Beynoldt reciprocally oonverted 
one another; and OndUngWortb himself was a while so entangled 
in thowildnof controvemy, as to retire for ijulot to an inIhUible 
Church. K men of argument and study can find such dilhoulties^ 
m? finch motives, as may either unite them to the Church of Borne, 
or detedn them m uncertainty, there can be no wonder thatwman« 
whtmiha|t8 novel inquired why h© was a Protestant should by an 
axttfulaud experieneed disputant be made Pap^t, overboiamby 
the fiuddmi TOlmme of new and Unexpected ar^imoitts^ or deceived 
by a iwproMitatlon whleh shews only the doubts m one partf and 
only the evidM m the other. 



IfMTim, 


m 

mwsiottt will always b® t^fc ijHWJiR 

wiib iiitereftt. thM nmr flan^ m ^x*o« tljll & Ubtlfiilii 1^ 
l^e^toiiraxtjs h 0 n«mi>^ will not l»o io loro IMfi 

Qiijy far homsli, T«i ii ta»j wijBily b<tp|M mfi in^naii^ll; tnay^ 
^0 a camniOdiocwttme . ^ int^t m iK«<i by 

any i^t4l neceesity at may 

tb« Ptbfin Whott oiiin^a »vp 

gomants by wblob tbor m oppo^^m: doffed beoom# moa^ 
Snowb ; and bo 0mlt cMn|«6 uif pKwfimmi wtfwld parlia{M hm^ 
cbanaod it before mb tb«.Iiko iiwibiatian. Tbla 

waa tbo^tlxen atate oi mpixjf i md to abaw h in 

its itdmi f a^d it MW bo owM^ yal%ioi;k bf oatmal 

appcciMlioa«ii^emEtl/att^^ ^ ^ ^ 

It k natural to boiw^at a libeWiM Alt ohoaM 

sottb and that wM^inr is wi$o is abm jtomL I m wiUio^ to bo^ 
llevo that Brydenib having ampWyed mliub aotivn m it was^ 
upon didorrut stumos, Imd iUloa hw mind) <!»paoiouB m it was, with 
other materialf<, caxno nuprorldod to tha tontirotersy, aiid wanted 
rather shiU to dbeovisr the right, than virloe^to mfidntaM But 
iuouiirim into the baatt are not Mr mnit| we mtiM nPW leave him 
to hi» judge. 

^The prifluta, having stiengthanod their eawM by do fw'wrfifhl an 
adherent were not lot g before they brought him inln aetion^ 
engaged him to defend the oontrovamial papomi found in thnstronf 
box of Obarles the Second ; and wM fm was io defend 

them againfii j^SJlingiloot 

With hopes nf promotiM Popery* ha was emplpywl to traiiilftte 
MaimbdurgS^ History of the toagne; whioh b» pdbUahed with a 
larg^ intmuction Ei« name is Hhewiae imAiad to th^ iSnghsh 
Lite of Prauch* Xavier, but I know not that ha wvetnwned himself 
#hn translator* Perhaps tlie use of hia namo was n ^ous Ihmd/ 
Whiich however soeios not io have hadnmoh efeet , for unithar of 
the baokai I baliove. was over popular* 

The version ui Xavier's Itife is oomuioiid^ by BrowHi in a pm* 
phlet not wniteu to ilaltor ^ and the occasion of it xs said io have 
been, that the Queen* wlimy|^ sdiSeited a son* made vows to hua 
as her iutelgry saint ^ 

He wm supposed to have undortakon to translate Varilliia' His- 
tory of Heresies f und, when Burnet published remarks upon it* to 
have written an Answer t upon whi^ Burnet makea tho foIlow<^ 
iugubporvathm i 

** f have been inihrmed from England* that a gontlemau* who is 
Ihmons both for poetry and sovmwl other thiiiga. Hud spout three 
mouihA in traiislatlng ToirfUas' BiAiury ; but that* as soon aa 
my JMectioos appeared, he dleooiltjuued nis labour, finding the 
oi!^ of his author was gone, Now, if he thinks it is recover id by 
his Answer, ho wit! go on, with his traoslatiou ; and this 

may be, for aught 1 know, as good an oniortalitmeiat Mr him as the 
conversation that ho had set on between the Hinds and FantheiSi^ 
and aU tho rest of mmis^ fox whom Jd* TariUas may servo mU m 



im 


UVKS Of JTIf® 

m f^hji liMm im4 tliat poem are ^t|irao3rdinaTy 

UifQ|i!« cif 4iir^ k|i»4 ii^t It wd! but Kttitabte t6 author 

of the ir<iAl mm likewise of th^ hill* 

torytijjjilt ^ proiittoed If hJ4 hli s^it bo 

kt ihatiilJy Wl ha taf c(S % 

ohan^ he M made) f^OjOi m bf the 

U m true, he M *elSttk ih Wit t ^ 

hf hie ihotatsu it se eoaweJy j^otiihw m hlij U «we «*Mt 
thaix he wee* ‘ fle'hee lately ^aWhi» jihwioe 6n wfoaf 
hh tiwpee moptha blwri btti m ilb'he hp dhtf^mo 41 the hoaoar 
that aay mm t;m reet|yp $!-*«;> fe lo he raJjas^ sit by him- 

If I jhad !U nature epeim^h to fHNwwpt » to #t^y baa 
for tfbn, It ehonld b«, i;mit he wouli^ |p hu iNud iHn}4i hie 
tioa. Uf that it will appepiTi Whethi^ Ihe IPpglfiih htwjt* whxch ia 
the mo^t ootelwstettt in thie Atfcor, \m» our 

dohatOt pj^outiotdla M VaHlMi^vWf oriu hiino- U !« ttpe, 
Hr. P; will it f wilt eervo to J^eep 

him iu ihom uito eatiw?i!pti<'OR ; It bp i^be Uttle ho(iO)xr m 
thia WiAfk*. yet he muot lofftf so mUck ^ tt a*^ he has “by hw 

hiet employtfleiit*e * ^ i 

Hating prohahJy felt hU pirtt Siiiferkifrit/ itt thcelogieal coutro- 
varsy, he wee 4i»iir<wie of trying whether by hrie^hg poetry to tM 
Im argument^ he t»i|«ht IteiiiiOme a pore nm defender oi hhi 
new jwofwioti li'o reeeou in veri«s was, on© of hia peyfem , 

l>iu eubtiity $pd hPMny> nuitedr are $411 feeble^ when oppot^ed 
I u truths ^ 

>Aetuite<l therefore hV sseal Ibr Itopb. or Imp© he pob- 

lishodthe "HindPsd Panther/ a poeu? in Wmiih the rbnrek of 




og^twttheCfhurco -e^Hts^dd* t^pteecufed by the ^Pauther/ a 
mm beautifttl, bnt armttaa, ^ 

A lable^ which eiiuhiP two hoaeta talking ^heelo^^ Appepfe at 
once iuU of aheardity ; uud St waa acoorditt|iy riuimtied lU the 
** Cify Motsee and CoaUtry Ifouie/ a parody, written by Montogueji 
aftoi Ward© Karl of Hahfua^ *^4 Prior^ Who then gave the Urat 
men of hie abThtioa 

The eenvereiou Of sUfh a mai^ at Piek a time w«W8 *aot Uh4y to 
p 4 ^fl iincenaured Tliroe dtaloguoo were pithliabed by the fcU^erwiU** 
Tboinaa Brown, of whiab tb© two lipt fc,aUed ♦' Heaeanss of Mr* 
Baye^’ changing hw religion and thewrdi. **th© Heasone of 
Haina for the Tie y«w*a Ooiu ntaion and iiiPcottyei»ion/’ The fir‘^t wat 
printed lo88, *he Beoond not till tlnt^thSrd In The vh^* 
xnonr Heeme to havo biieu io©g ceutinwed| and the auiyooi to kayo 
fatiwpgly tmblie attention*^ * ^ ^ 

In the two fiiMt (bHiognes Bayet is brought into the compbiyr of 
Critflf And Bujenfna, with whom he had formerly debatea on 
dmwtsa poetw* The two talkm in the third m Mr. Bayee and 
Mr* H4r£ 

Browhfaa a mub not defident in literature^ not deatitute of 
fancy j |m4 M wW» tn Mve thought it m j^ixmeh^ of dxcelleno^ 


Hsilavf 9 ^ tl^wlsjre laiid ^ *m««v 

umiili j«»ts ox pom bulfft^Tiiei^ i m th%t W hh^ i^litte 

ia^iiiai(- vtilue, il]1i|[ were md ttaljr irew> recommteddl 

ftec dinJo/jual! we like »9W|fe OT l^ow* 

mp» ihty contaia m diagra^ 1b^ £arl/ib wmll 
«(d. One gi*g»t eource 1 f ^ ^ 

wlio napneue to ho wimt^ned^ U **h& ytotomimm 
ooi^ Mca npou Ek abMd ai^ ^pijdd have ItoMM 1^ ICm/s 
&tmy mtE leatW " 

3^idttg a»kod yhetEethfi bad wa tbe W»4 aad Panther/ Orites 
txtmm “ ‘^een it I Mf. ikym why I om atlt nh where tmt It nn»» 
aueti me ; it haunta me worm a pewter Mtnsimd aerjeaftt 4oee 

a deoayod at* 1 |S^ it hi « band hwi; when my lattn- 

driwa brings home my Uawu whether 1 will nr no, it 

lighfe my i»U>o 4 « ««w^; ipmotime^i 4 me in a 

itfxm maker e »lmn ; an^ aometMnea It retV^ea pmoty ihr me 
o» the Wthaide Of a Cimnoery-iime paijprf- Pci ynhr comihrt tew. 
Air Bayea, 1 haVf not only m<&A it, as yon may pm cave, hpt have 
read it too, and omi quate it as fmSy ilpon oonaaion as a frngal 
tndetman Uii qnote that rvMp ireatmo the a Pwv to 

his extiavAjpuai 'pmitioe, that revels m atewed »p|i*» and penny 
ettstardp 

The whole animation of i%om nompositihns profnaion 

of luoitious and afi^'oted romparUone. "^To aoonre obeV nhastity/' 
says Bayes, more i% imoompy th*in to lehH a oorces- 

)M>nd( Mva with the other to a wise mm®, k m greater 

pnhishment thah it wohU he to ft fiwiailo pet^a to f<^x|ii|dfOeing 
Cheith%ni T^u or for my fmrd Mayor imid AW«r» 

men to be interdmicd the sight Of Tht t0n4i>4 CMofds/* This k 
the gotioral strain, and thoreiere I shall be eaioily mns^ the labour 
oftooie transmp&on* ^ 

Brea » dots not v holly Ivyget pftst inmsaetions, *• !Sfcu bogaft^'* 
B$yk> Oritoft to Ikyes, ** a veiy dirferent teUgion, and liftve not mend- 
ed the matter in your last ehtuee It was but roamn th^it yhwx 
Mums, which appeared Erst in a tyrant’s qmwrel, should employ her 
last ehorl« toyostify the nsdrpfttioii of the jU*^ 4 ” 

JSei year thf nation was summoned to oelObrate t!ie birth of iho 
PfjjuCw Now wastho time for Biydvn to rouse h^s ima^natloa^ 
aftd Strsin hk voice. Mappy days w ei c at hand, and he was willing 
to ei\joy and diflxm the^ftutjiupated bleminga* He puWSushed a 
poeltp* ntted with prediotmns at greatxvesa smd prosperity ; ;^iiredio- 
tions, of Whi^ It w not necessary to tell how they have bbfth veifi- 
hed 

A few ffiontha passed after these }oyftd note^, and» «ve»y blossom 
of Pepkh Hope waa h^astea for ever by the Bavolution. A Fapist 
eOdta Uyw be no iftnger |ftur«ftt The revenue, which he lud ^ 
joyed with so m^h pilde and praise, was ^ansfotJtd tq Shadweff 
an old nftemy, whom he had formeHy stigmatised by the name of 



I 9 f 0 try*!' to tttB MKTS. 


pg. Brjjilaft ipftWi x^i h$\u d£ipofiied i 

but mm tW Bb&dw«ll thert^ 

fore o^^bmted tbe in trudet'e In «. poem e^et^uiwitelp 

eelled -Mac FUclnot, ^ v)i^b tbo I^ciad^ Oe Mm» 
eelf (|ledftTee« 1$ an imitation, tliQpgb mm^ osi^^diu Ite idmai end 
ipore diversified in its innduita ^ 

It is rektod by IMor^ that thm^t, wkm m ebamberlein ho 
was constrained to eject T>ryden fhmi hii oMco^^ve him from hm 
own pume an allowance equal to tbe salary. lo m romantio 
or tncredibie act of generosity , an hundred a Tear Is ofilon enough 
mren to clahns lem cogent \>y men lets famed foi Isberalitr. Yet 
Srydeu always represented hinwclf as wilfering under a pubbe in- 
diction . and once parilcukrly demaads reapeet ior tks patience 
with which he enditjtd the loss of^ little Ibrtunn lik patron 
might» indeed enjoin phu io suppress his bounty ; but; if hei^nifer- 


might» indeeC <^njoin |dm io suppress his bounty ; but; if he linker- 
ed nothing* be should not have oOmplaihear 

During the short r^gn of King Jaines> he had writion nothing 
lor the stage* bein& In hk opipion* more profitably employed in 
controvert and fiaEeiy, Of praSsc he mignt perhaps ha^o been 
W lavish without tnconvealeuce^ for Jame® was nevor said Iso have 
much Regard for poatiy : he was to be flattered only by a<h>pting 
his religion- 

Times were now changed Djwdcn was no longer the ctmrbpofet^ 
and was to loch back for auppori In his iermer trade; and hanng 
waited about two years* eithei oonaidering hmwell as discounte- 
nanced by the pubhe* or perhaps exp# of ing a second Wi>lutifwi, he 
produced Sebaatmir in, } and in the next ^our yam four 
oramaahmm 

In appeared a n^w rurfion of Juvenal and IVwns Of 
Juvenal he translated the first* I bird, With, tenth, aadaxxfceenib 
satires; and ot Peraius the whdo work. >)n One oocaidow he in- 
troduced hia two sons to the public, as nurtelmga of the Muses 
The hmrtediith of Juvenal wm the work of John, and the seventh 
of Charles Dryden, He prefixed very ample preface^ in the itown 
of a dedication to l^ord Dorset; imd there i^ves an account of the 
design whioh he bad once farmed to write an epk poem on the 
actions either uf Ai thm, ur the black I'rmcc. He oen<udvr«d the 


epic as neoemrily inclndlng ef»me kind of superbatund agency, aiid 
bad imagined a new kind of contejk between iho guardian angels el 
kingdoms, of whom heconocived that eaoh might be represented 
zealous for his charge, without any intended opposition to th® pur- 
poses of the dupicme Being, of whkh all oicated minds must in 
part be ignorspt. 

This is the most reasonable scheme of edestm) inttrpoftiiioA that 
cv<» was formed? The burpmes and teirw^ ot onohasitmenia, which 
haw succeeded lo the intrigues and ojqioitttions of Pagan difities* 
ll^rd wy atriking sccnca, and open a vast extent io the imagma- 
flun , but, as Bailcau observes (and Buileau will be seldom found 
mistakfiii}i f iih this ixmuiabie defe<?^ thaij^ in # eonieat bettreen 



«n J fettow «(t '4ie feejS^]aini|? yfUch It to jom«JI ; 

hr this mi^ti wo Htow ItkoMo to t£o O^ofijw^M woo4i wSlt itixim 
cttHogi^ thaai t^mjir* 

> Itt fidbicikoio Of t)rya«m there h m>e gteet SMayMy, wMoh yet 
jhe irisfttia ^)ethap» huve had addrees etiongn to sumoimt. In a war 
Juetioe oau be but on one aide ; an4 to entitle the hero to the |iro« 
tection of angeJa, he iuixi»t fight in defence of tmdi^fitable idght* 
"Tet eome of toe oeleetial bein|?c thus onpoied to each other^ moat 
have been represented aa defenoing guift. 

That this poem wa« never irHtten> is roaaonably to be latoented* 
It wouid daubtietis have improved our ntimbers, afid enlarged our 
language ; and mighli perhaps have oontriWted by pleasing laataruo- 
tiott« to rectify otw' opinionH, and puiify out mannera 

What he re^piired uH the kdiepf' finable Condition of imcli afi ua- 
deHaking. a public aUpend, vrm not likely in these timea to be 6b» 
taixmd. Kiohea not ^acome fhmiliat to ua ; nor had the na-^ 
tion yet loarued to be Bheral. 

This plan he charged iilackmore with t^^ealing; aayt he» 

** The guardiima angels of kingdoms were xnacmaeB too ponderous 
fim Mm to manage* ’ 

In he h^n the most laborious dfid difficult of all his works, 
the translation vi Virgil ; from which he bowrowed two months, 
that he might f oru “ rrtijuoy’s Art of Painting ' into Bnglish prose. 
The preface* which he boai»tft to have writaen in twelvo .uoniings, 
exhibits a parallel oi poetry and painting, wltli a misoeliaTieotiROol- 
lection of critical remarks^ such m cost a mind stored like his no 
labour to prodnro them, 

2(h^7> he published his veiMion of the works of Tirgi! ; and, that 
no opporttimty ot profit might be iost» dedicated the iso 

tile Lord Ciifiord, tbc llcorgics to the Baid of Chesterfield the 

t?y the Bari of Mnigrave. This mcouomy of flattery, at ones 
lavish and doineot, cUd not pass withflmt observation. 

This fenui»l.i(ion wai< dmeiued by Miibourue, a clergyman, styled* 
hy Poj)c. ** the fairest <^f . ritieV* because ho exhibitea hiS own ver* 
«Mn to be compared with that which be condemned. 

Hia Ittot wort was his Tables, pubiwhed m eonaequenee, as i> sttp- 
posed, ofacmitraet n<*w in the har>d8 of Mr. Tonton : by which he 
obliged himself, in c<mMidfralioii of three humlied i»oundB, to finish 
lor the press ten thousand varKes. 

In this volume is comprised the w^l-kaown ode on St. Ceoilia^s 
day, which ai* apjmred by a letter communicated to I>r. Birch, he 
spent a fortnight hi composing and correcting. But avhatis this 
to the patience and diligence of Boiloau, whoso a poem of 

only three hundred and forfy-Fix lines, took from hl« life eleven 
montha td write it, and three year^^ to revise in 

Bart of his book of Publos is the fit»t Uiad in English, infe;i|ded 
as a ftpeonuen of a vendon of the whole, Cousidoring into what 
hands Ilomt-r was to Ihll, tUe reader cannot but rejoice that 
project went no fm'ther, 

the time wae now at hani^ which was to put an end Id sU 1 hi 



Ui ' irvEs potrs. 

si«ih«>nie9 ic^id JWbo'iy®. On the fiM of Miiy, I70f, 

ns, « nripple in Ms HmH he died, in 0m^4treet, 
W hifi l«g* , '' ■' ‘ l); ' , 

^r1?hew & wild isfcoty ncdati%t^^«o»»e tetalMnS e¥eiit» 

ii&t h*p|iened nt hi» funeral, isMeh, s^t ihe hh® of Oongr^Wa I4fe, 
a ^mi^i&sr. 1 Scnow not whatcr^t, are thnSretsSfi^ a^ I Mid the 
account tiinsfarred to a biograpMial dictionaYf^ ' ; 

‘«Mrt Drydfitt dying on the Wedn^^ay 
Spi*at, then Bishop of itocheefcer^ ai^dBean of '^VctjjfcMihetet.ijcntthc 
next day to the Lady Klizabeth Howaid* Hx/Bfyden^ii yH 
he would mahe a present of the ground, which waa;vfd:^jM^i^d% 
withMi the other Abhey-feea. The Halifex , l|ke#W eetit to 
the Lady Llimhath, and Charles t)ryden her iidn, thhL ^Ley 
would give him lehve to.buiy Mn Dfydeji,he would intdridm with 
a gaitlenmu> p4vat© fuacial,^ and atler wards h^tow five huhdreti 
pmiuds on a moutimnht the AMfey , frhiah, aa they had no rea- 
son to ref^tte, th^ accepted: „ On tb'tr Saturday fcdlow^iug iiho com- 
pashy caum; the oorfise was ymi into a velvet fmmi and eighteen 
jimiirning coaches^ filled with, a ftompany, aUended, When they 
ware Just ready to move/ the Lord Jeffencifi, «ou of the Lord Oharr, 
©el ior Jefferies, i^th wune <yf Ilia rakiah cooipanipu»; coming hy, 
asked whose funeral it was: and, being told Mt. XlVydc^V, he said^ 

What^ »haU JDrydctt, the |[Toat«8t bduonr and ornament of the na 
iion, be buried after tMs private Hannhucr 1 Ko; genOemSn, kt all . 
that loved Mr. 0tydea/a»d jioa<mr hk toiemtdy* altgbfc and jofti’' 
with me in jptiMug my lady’s ceptseni to ki me hpve the houpur of 
his iutement, which shall he after .smother mauuer thiin iViA ; and 
I will beStow a thousand pounds cm W'mon'umenl in the Abbey for 
him.’' 'Iho ^ntlemeu in the CosMrh^ not knowLig bf the Bishop of 
Boohester’smvmir, not of the Lord Halifax^ generous design (they 
both having oat of respect to hiS'Mmlly, enjoiuetl thu Lady EUsa* 
beth. and her son, to keep their favour ooacealod to the world, and 
let it paw for their own axponoeb readifly came out of their coaches, 
and attended Lord hp k the w/s beside, who was then 

sick. Ho k*peafced the purport ijf what ik had before said ; bat aha 
i\hmhitc}y refotting, he fell on his knees, vowing never to rise till 
his request was granted, ^'he rfeSt oi the iiompany by Ms desire 
knecl^ also j and the Wy, being under a sudden ‘surptlse, Minted 
away. As soon as <&e recover^ bar she bried, A^'o, 

Enough, gentlemen, replied he ; my la^ is lefy good, sln> savsi Go, 
yo. She repeat^id her former words wit Vail her strength, but in 
vain, for her ieeble voice was losi in their acclajfiaiiw uf joy } ind 
the Lord Jefferies ordered the hoarseUien to carry tho wpm to Hr. 
Eujjsers, 411 undertaker in Uheapsade, and leave itHhevc iUl he 
sho^ send ordhrti for the emWment, which be added should be 
after the royal manner. His directions were ohey^^d, the company 
dkpfflrsed, iihd Lady Bliisaboth and hov sou remained tueonkolablo* 
Thejwt Mr. CJharkEl)r 3 ^u waited on the Lord Halite and 
the BishoiJ/>to exouae his mother mi-d^ himself, by relating the rea>- 
truth. But neliher Ms liordi^ip aor'ithc Bishop would aduut of 
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itnjrite; «lio iutd Ih# 4^^ 

«|ten4!i^ mliintittiDa 
iiM»l]f fi^ |N^« tkQ« withbizt liftjr Jb(^ 

' mijt -tile wiib ignb- 

sni ilie i% m 

tli»| tjiowi who' oteiferdi iiiie dmuki^ ff0<k spumed m 

bejttdr I'that h||||»ii^l!NiM><i#^ li^d^tjbfi^/lieilil^ ' 

do wW M idmd witik tl^e co^. ^ ITpoit iab> 

tibh iiftdy liSlmheih anidh^r mi t^vud^eiied^io 
%nm «p«w ft&d ft«i U 1^‘m, tW db<^» d^sir«id » 
dayT;i^iti^ whi4^‘ .w fmwlsi^r ’\|ffr.,vOlwwi««' ‘msf^ * 
Utter Ijord Tei#n«d 'U' ^4. 

mot duswer : . ** Wmht ^ 39NetMi»g''^1^e''4ij[d^»'ed4 hd 

tvoimi no mm about t$/*, ^o/t^i^^AirndA ^ i>otdl ^ifll$ 
and ^ bliibo|> of Bb^Uag«, ifbo abYlj^b^ 

mit . 'In tliie ikmm lU. for l^ornkto 

of jf*bf»i< 2 iaift«, and j^ropo^fod a m 

binmtaet a moiit noble eaampk 4tiintt dmfi id»Qii;t tbrea weeks 
alWf Mr^ }>ryi$n*9 doe&t^ appointed tm latemtoni. Ilr* 
Oartb a dne Iwi al ibn €0]ni^|Oi omr the 

*" ^9^0 $ ; wbt^fb wm attended to ike 4bb^ W a nmberoda train di 
opmoa Iffbea the fhaeial wai Mr* <SMira Diyd^Wait f 
cftid^n^0.toit%l^rd^«ff«ri^ who anawor it^ he wi 

eeToral and ire^t olten hlniUtif : btit oooM kiUtym gat a 
ter d«dtv^4 nbr admli^oe kb. V lanen^ed 

him, thhi hie lifiMip to anew«r him 

like a Mtigihan# 4^ b« wo4M .emtoh an imeet and 

:6ghi bn b^nd, thoimh with aU m rnlra of heMri whiah hia loi^ 
^emp himmg;i CmU* ooald nem 

have tk« iea<wMion of maobbig h|m» thongh he komiil iltHi tie 
de^n withthb ntmoetwppIioa#iu'’ . 

^kie etoiry I mm Utohded to omit* ai' ii abpaara with wo gmat 
e^danoe ; nor have 1 mat with in a latter of 

Fafl^ahar ; and \\o only raiatc^ m laneral of Biyden wea 
tnmaltwy ^4 ooni’ttead, , , - „ 

StippoRing iba ^tory true, mo tuay mnatl:; ^at the ^eadwal 
change of nMmpera^ though impercaptibU ih the mwcetis^ ippaam 
great whan dideraut timaa, and thoea not mry dwtant, jUra com* 
pmwd, If ai thU a young drunken lord Mumid interrnpit thn 

poW^.>^h«ity of Win^ifhkent Wdttldba the 

eoaiPi but that he.^dhld be jtsetled ont ol ihd jiray and e^ielled to 
ba^hiet! , |f he ahonM tknethimsalf into^ hot^ WWhld ha 
mt mmv ; ahd* nrhat ia yet tsmo to the honmir of the 
iwnt time, i MUve^t ^Uea had aubeailbed A llm fnn^M ^ 
n man Blm wonW not> for annh an wtwMxmt, ha?e wlth^ 

dxwwh thdr ^ 
fie W«» hntUd toata In Ahhey^ wh 

mtiA~ 
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fcy io laa dtma^o trotka, aoc^pied Uiituka fat kia imien* 

tioa of er^ng Hia a 4e lay kngmtbmit aiaUnction, 

till tho Xmko of Baokingkam^lre ga^o hin^ a toMet, only 

wltlk th« aaiao of DftX3>EK* « . ^ 

Be married the Lady Boirard* da^ ofibe Bad of 

Berkftiiire, idtb circumetaoees, aeoordlaff to themtive imiyoted to 
Letd Somemi not very honoumdile to eitlier yarty ; by bet be bad 
three aona, Cbarlea, John, and Hmwy^ /Cbarleo ot the 

paliMJ© of Pope Clement the Xl^; and^ vieitiog Bnghuid in 1704, 
vm drowned in m attempt to eidm acrom the ^bamea p% Windsor. 

John wae adthorof a oomedr called Hm^umd hla own 
Cackold/' He ie aald to have died at Eome. Hemy entered into 
some religiona order. It k some proof of Hrydetfa eiimerity in his 
Second religinn* ^hat he tanght it todbisaons. A man, conadons of 
hy pomtieia prodebelon in himself, is hot hh4j to oouTett othora ; 
and, as his eons were i|nalihed in I6M bo nnpear amonjS the trane* 
lators of J nvenalj they must have been taught some religion hmbra 
their fhther'a change. 

Of the i^iSQU of Oryden I know net any aecoimt ; of hk mind, 
the portrait which has been left fey Congreve, who knew him with 
great famiiiaritj, is such as adds out love of his manners to our 
admiration of his genius. " He was,*’ we are told, " of a nature ex- 
ceedingly humane and compasslonal^, ready to fotgive lnlunes,and 
capable of a sincere reconcilla^on with those wW had offended 
him. His friendship, where he professed it, wtmtTieyond hfo pro- 
fessiom He was of a very of vwy ple^ng access ; but some- 

what skw^ ejad, as It werediwent, in m advances to others: ho 
had that in nature which abhorred intmion into any society whafe 
over. He was therefte kss known, and Oonseitmmtly hie character 
l>ecame more liable to n^apprehenslonsaud misrepresentations : ho« 
was veiy modest, and reiy easily to ho dimnntenaiiced in his ap- 
proaches to his equals or superiors. As li^ reading had been very 
extensive, iso was he very ha^y in a mefemiy t^aacious of every 
thing that he bad read. He wm Aiet more possessed of knowledge 
than he was communicative of ; but then his communication was 
by no means pedantic, or iaspo^ upon the conversatlou, but jast 
such, and w'ent so fkr, as, by the natural turn of the conversation 
in which he was engaged# it was iieoassarily promoted or required. 
He was extremely ready and gentle in lus connection of the errum 
of any writer who thought fit to consult him, and full as ready and 
patient to admit the reprehei^oiis of otbfan, inxospect of liia own 
oversights or mistakes/’ 

To Um acepunt of Congreve nothing can be objected but the 
fondness of friendship ; and to have excited lhat fenddess in such a 
is no ams® degree of praise, The diepositicn of X>rydon, how- 
ever, is shewn in thw chameter rather as it exhibited itself in ouiv , 
gory converBation, than as it operated on the more important narts 
of life. His placability and his friendship indeed were solid vir- 
tues; but courtesy and good humour are often Istmd with little 
real worth. Since Congreve, who knew him woll,hii Hd us no 





Jr*" 

\k e^l9d50d as iii'can ittM i^tfeetf 
^ partitmlarly ttm tiM>se I^rydiSailii^ vsety 

giWBli ,, V U ' ", <- '\ ' 

The modesty *^hicb made Mm «o slew id H^vimee, inM ed easy te 
be Tepttlse^ m eisj^iaeji ef d^tdoDfl'^ merits' ■ t>t Tin- 

(»»n«cifm^e9S oC Me ew'ili imiiierl^ appem bwse«^<>Wfi, in its 
wi*«Ie ^aEtim%lhe:di|mity ^ hiA em^obda^ct^r ^ ^ 

very Mgh^ ofn ^ m^n jo were ^tid. pex'f^^nmmees. > He jirofeabiy 

did not offer hi» con’iferiistteb; becan^ M expeet^d it to be^ solicited, 
and ho imtirod dfroBs a cold rf96e|>tioa, h4i0iant, 

mi^But^^jde^sjandi^ ^f hU om grmt^'m w made him to 

expose, it to 'oopech^pr vieltttioft. .^ : \ .-.-'J'' "/...'■ 

Jliemodesty waa'fey^tto iboimeiiieonsistcnt with Pfifce!ni«t4^i'e#»s ; 
ho k diligent encmga to reiasM the world of hi« men^ hnd eix-' 
prefoea with very itttilb^erdpk Me opinion of his own powers^; 
Mt his rtad with^t ecerxk or indignation ; 

im sSovr hk 

Tjmdition, however, has not allowed that Me confidenoe ift 'h?m« 
sdf oxempted othcss. Jfe isetooiis'ed of em7 

and maidio^wiiisae; ^nd is partienlnirly charged *witli i^^citing Ureeoh 
to transiete- H otiw«» that 'he might l(^eahe reputation tvhioh 
l^nofotiue bed given hiinu 

, ii#f thhi, charge we immedinloly dij^covei* that J, tie merely con- ., 
jeetnral ; the - pprpOi^e was, snob m no man wonld oonifess.^ end's ' 
crime that sdmiw;^. proof, why,shonldv’we Hlieve f< , ,v^.' - ' 
Ee'h»«"h(?en deeerihed as maghitcmUy ptesidlng^oveTih^ yotiHi^or 
wrlterf*,' laid asftpming .the idi^tnbntion of poetical hwne ? t^t he 
wlm excels hue alright to teachi a^n4 he whorie jedgnsb^ 
testihle may ,wit^xt. ti»»ip#en. examliio and^ toidc. ' ■ «>'' ■ 

Congreve refw^nfca him m toady to advise ^nd tetritoi; but 
there i» reason to. believe that his comintmtcoMda was rather Whrfttl 
than entertaining. , He declared of himself that he Wft« wituraine, 
and not one of those whbftp spnghtly Mayings: diverted e(«t»pany; 
and one of his censaref^ make him saj, > ■ 

^?or vine nor h^Vecotd(SH*cr,«''-ewi’{?«iyj ■ 

• i^J r Kouw iwl whaJ to ^ 

There arc men whose powers operate only at leisure and In re.* 
tiremeni, and whease inteJiflctnal vigonr thiserfs tlidm in c^mversa- 
tion ;*whom memmimt ooi. fuses; and ohjectWn diso^mcerts; wlwe ' 
l^ashfalnfiis reatrains thci*#03iromon, and atahers them not to speak 
till the timo of speaking is past ; or whOiAc aUentiop tw tWy own 
<sbaract«r makes thcm^wiilihg to utter at ha-eard what haa pot 
been eonoidered^aml c!Wiipihc ^ ^ 

'<>f’'l>rydpn'a sM^ftMieisa'divfehnwmtion' it is vA to scaTcbipr 
to guess thweanso- Ho cenainly wanted' nmeher oendments nor 
language, infceilieoluab treasure# mr,e grmtf thnngk they wore 
li»cil 0 et>iip from hia own use. thoughtsC^ when he wrote, 
*«^ffowed. Itt upon him m fast, that hU only cid'OvWOa which to choose, 
and wMoh to Such rapidity of pompositiott Mturally 
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promiflei % Hoir of talk'; yot we must b« tooutewt to belike wliat lan 
c»et*»y ««yft of hisn, when he ftkewiso eay« it of hlm«ell; But wbat- 
evet mud. hie ohareoter lift a oompftnion/it aitpaare that he Hved ia 
familiarity with the highe»^t perwHi of hh^time. Hi» by 

Carte of the Duke of Ormona thl»t b» often to past a night 
with Dryden, aiid those with whom Brydett oonsorttsd: who they 
were, C,iite hae not toM, hut eortidhly the convivial table at which 
Ormond safe wae not snrrotlrtded with a pJriw*ian i*Ooiety* He wa« 
itidewi repr^»ttch€d with boastitig of hU rataiUarity with the great : 
and Horace will soppoH him in the opinion^ that to please sttpertora 
i« not the lowest kind of merit. o ' 

The merit of pleasirig mii% however, be oeiimaicd by the meant. 
Favour is not always joined by good actions or laudafo qnalitiea. 
CVeiwes and pVefermentR are oft' # bestowijd on the auEiUcriesof 
vice, the procnrem of plestsnre, or the flatterers of vanity* Dryden 
bae TiGver been charged with any perlonat agendy unworthy of a 
good character; lie abeUed vice and vanity only with Ills pen. 
One of hia enemiea has accused him ot lewdneaa in hi« conversation ; 
but, if ucCttiiiitioa with<»ut proof he credited* who shjill^ be innocent? 

Hia works aflii'rd too many examples of dimolate Uceniionimess, 
and abject ndrttation ; but they were probably, like iu» merrimcnfe, 
artiflct.ti and construlned ; the eflecta idf ^udy and moditaticn* and 
* his trade rather than his pleasure. 

Of the mind that can trade in comptitm, nnd can deliberately 
pollute itself with ideal wickedness for th« aike of spreading the 
contagion in society, 1 wish not to conceal or etouse depravity. 
— Such degr rdatioti of the dSgtiity of gcniue^ such abuse of super- 
lative abilities, cannot be contemplated but withr grief and indig- 
nation. Vfhsst copsolatioH can be had, Dryden has afforded, by 
living to repent, and to tesfify hi^i .repentance* 

0^ dramatic immorality he j^did not want eatamplee ameughh* 
predewssors or companiotts aihmig his cctttdmporftrlea ; but in fhc 
me^unew. and servility of hyperlMtlical adulation, I know not whe- 
ther, ^^inc<? the <l»y.^ in whleb Uic E^imun emperors were dciftftd, he 
h'ls bcf'n cvef cquilleu, except by,Afra Behn in an address to 
EleaiK'p Owyn VV'hen once be hft« undertaken fehe<ta<*k of praise, 
ho uf» loiter reta' UR shame in bim.*self* nor RUppom it in his patron* 
As many odorileroua bodien are observed to diflusc perfumOSi from 
year to year, without aeriRible diminution of bulk or weight, he 
appearn never to have impoverished hin mint of flatteiy by his ex- 
penc^-s, however lavish. He had all the fbrras'of excellends in- 
tellectual and tttorJiA, combiued iu bi«TT*ind, with ettdleae variation ; 
and. wl»erv he had Rcutfc< red on the hergpf tb© day the golden 
shower of wiLaud virtue, he had ready m him* wbont be wished 
t<j^c iurt on « fie morrow, imw wit and virtue with another stamp* 
Of kind 'd’ raejnnie«s he uewr seemeth decline the praciico^ 
or lumeTtt the he i-miRideiM the great ft» entitled to 

emwrnia4io homiiie, and brings pr«i»« mber a» a tribute than a 
gift itmre delighted with the fertility of hia inVentiim, than mmv 
rifled by the pi^itution of hia judgment. It la indeed not oeitrin^ 
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that on tbeso ooeaslona his judgment much rebelled against hit 
iutewwt There are miude whioh easily into tutuniitioti, that 
look on grandeur with utiditiingutaiM reverence^ and d W>v«t m 
defiant where there U. eleratl<^t of rank and a^ue^oe vf.riohet. 

With hit |»raiie oC othtts and of Hmtfll# k %lWays intermingled 
a ttraitt of di^i^ntent and iameutatlon, a tnil^ of r«teutr 
meut, or a queruhmt mumar hf diatteiis. Ilit vrorki are uacter^ 
valued^ hie merit it hhrewarded, and f* he hat thanks to 
hie stars that be was horn among &agU!»hmehu” To hia critics he 
is eometimes contempt'umis, somiiitim^ resentfah end Hometimes 
subtntneive, The wtiihr who thinks hw works formed fox dumthm^ 
mistakes hk iqjterest when he meiitione his enemies. He degrades 
his (iwii dignity ebewlng i-hait he w#*8 affeofced by their wensurea, 
and gives laating importanoe to names, whioh left to them^lve% 
would vanish from rqrnemhranbe. From this pTincipie Dryden did 
not often depart ; hik (k»mg||aints ate for the greater part general; 
he sttldom pollutes hi^p^e with un Averse name* He conda- 
e^-Mnded indeed a eeutrover^y with Settle* in which he perhaps 
may be considered rather as assaulting than repeHtoy ; and sitice 
Settle is sunk Int^ohiiviom hia remains injurious eniy to 
himself. a 

Among answers toorftics* no poetical attack^" «<* alfcercationt^ 
are to ha included j they are like other poeqis* eTaaiou^ gehius, 
produced as much to obtain praise m to cbyUte oeweure. These 
'Brvdeu practi^, hhd in fche*»« h« excelled. 

Of Collier, B^eykmore, and HUbourrie, be has mod© metiUon In 
the preface of hin F<ih{oa. To the cen«iiro of C dliev, whim remarks 
mav be ruiher termed admonitions th^n critici^m< h©. m^vke^ little 
reply ; being, at the age hf siatv Hgbt, attcuitive ti> better thing# 
than the claps of a playhouse. Ho compikitirof Oilier’^ rhrJcueas. 
and the “ horae pky of his millery;^' htid ns^Herttf, thxfc “iu many 
places he ims perverted by his gbrnses the meaning" of what he 
censures ; but in other things he oonfeJisea that he is justly taxed ; 
and says, with great ualmndsH and candour, 1 have pleaded guilty 
to all thoughts Of expr^ions of miae that can be truly accused 
of obscenity, immorality or profaneness, ami retract them. If he 
be my eaem^, let him triumph ; if he be mv frieud, he will be 
glad of wy repentance.” Yet as our hm dispositions am imper* 
feet, he left standing in thoRBame book a rejection on CuiUor of 
great asperity, and indeed of more asperity than wit 
Black more he represents as made hi* enemy by the poem of 
Absalom and AohtSopblsl” which thinks a little bard upon 
his fanatic patrons and charges him with borrowing the plan of 
ArtMiT from the pre^|p to Juvenal, ** though he had,” «iys he, 
*Hhe baseness not to arknowiedge his benefactor, J^ut instead of it 
to traduce me in a lihoi” p 

The libel in which Blackinore traduced him was & S<i(ire vipo% 
Wil; in which, having lamented the exuberance of fabe wit and 
' the deficiency df true, he proposes that all wit ahould be re-coined 
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Wore it i» oiiftroui ii»d appoints mafitcrs of assay who shall n^eci 
all tW iajighi *Kr oehsused. ; ' ' • 

’ili t4Ti«> tW h1m!ii ilie coarse dtm , ^ 

Is ,T»«r«'4.«war. ttifire will bo la^ty i , , 

<1 ' ’ ‘ 

When tbuH iylln’4 <ir,m ‘ ^ 

. into tbe rtieUing iK)t vhm 
W hat JfOTnd stoftCb .-wUl J!|i^ wbat !, 

Hflw will he shrink. wlMilft Ml hte it:%4 Mli>V ' 

And wicked MiKltiieeM be purg’d * 

Thus Stands tho passage k tho lasit arliUoaf hut 4uthe oi’igiml 
tl^iero was au abatcmoat of the ceuauxr^ ihus . • 

Bui what rawaltfs will he so puine, ’tbilt 'beat' \^^'' '’ , ' ' 

; ’T1»e easaiathatl^ 

lilwkmore, finding ihe oetisute resonfead, laud thodviUty disro- 
gaxded, ttfi^onorottsly omitted the softer pari Tanations dis- 
uover a writer who oonsults hin pasidons more tiian hiS' virtue ; and 
it may be reasouahly euppoflod that Biyden imputes his enmity to 
ifca trno ^iiwie. , ' ^ 

Of Milbounie he wrote only in general terms, Bu<iih as aiw always 
I'Oftdy at the call of anger, wimfcher just or no^; a eWt e^ctroct will 
be auificient lie pmtends a quarrel to mh, that I, hare faileii 
foul upon priesthood ; if 1 have, I am only to aah phi’d^n of good 
pries% and am affaid hi« ahare of xcpmtion wili ccwac to little. 
Let him bo Hatisried that he s.haJil never be able to foi'oo himKcif 
upon me for an adversary j I eonteaiti him too muoh to eater into 
oompetirion w^th him. 

As for the* rest of. those who have writtoa against me, they are 
such aconndrels that tli^y deserve not the hM ijotioo to be talwjii 
of them, Blackmore and Milbourue are onl| ^iietingaiahed from 
the erowd^by being tememberodfAly to tiiriif Infamy/' 

Dryden indofed <liHcoyer6<l, iii mwiy of his writings an afteoted 
and absurd maligirUy to i^riesli*. and prurstKood, which naturally 
raiwd him many enemues, aud which w'as soznetimOB, as unroftsoua* 
biy reaonted as it was exerterb Tmpp is angry that he calk the 
aaoiifiiCH5r in the Georgies The holy Butcher:" the tlauriation is 
not indeed ri<ii<3uloap ; but Trapp^S anger arises tom hk zeal, not 
for the authorv hut tU« prieut ; as if hay reproaoh of the, lolUes of 
couH bo extended to the pmohors of .truth. 

Biydtn'^ diiUike of the pr3eMihp(4 k imjfutcd by Lan/?haine, janrl 
1 think by Bra wo, to a repuke whihh ho.suflSered when he solicited 
ordination; bat Jxe denies, in the pfrefa<Hi tohk Fables, that he 
ever dtiSign<:'d to enter into the Church ;, and^tih a dental he would 
not have h.izardJd, if he could have been convicted of iakehood 
hfidcvulocoe to the clergy k Rohlum at a great distuiuoe fi'Oin irro* 
vereucc^ of rriigiou, and Iirydeu affords no exception to hUobserv a* 
f ion. Hift writings exhibit many passages, with all too allowaaee 
that oau be made for characters and occasiouSi WAUoh «« piety 
^vould ziot hri>o admitted, add such as may vitiatie ligMiatta uu- 
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ptkdpled mmd9* Bat i& m mson fom|ypo)nag ilt h$ ^ 
bolie?a4 the reltgiaii whiab ke d!iK>!>ejal. He ikr|et kift ^iity tft* 
ther then drowned ii His i^deacir to ptdfaaeaesftiis ike of 
levity, negUgoaoe^ dtid JO^ Odavei^tiottj. v^tk » desire of aocoixko- 
dating kiaiaelf to tlie dorramon of ike Uinea, by veataring to fee 
wicked as faros fed diwk Whe^ ko professed i coavert to 
Popery, he did aot ^ifetend to have reoeived my myr dtmvictioa of 
the fundazomtsl dK^ 

The pexsecniion of optica was not %& worst of kis Toxatione ; he 
, was am(di wtore distorfeed fey ike importaoiiies of wani His com* 
pMota of poverty $ft freqaontiy repeated, oitkOr with tfee de- 
jection of wetk^eiB Into kelpless misery, or tko isp^gnatlon 
of meiit chiming from mankind, that |t4s impossible 

not to detest the age wfeiek Cqnld impose on svtck a man the neces- 
sity of sack soli<dtatioiis^ or not to despise the man who coald safe* 
ndt to andh solicitatioga wathout necessity. 

Whether fey tfee world*s neglect, or his own im^dence,, I am 
afraid that tm greatest part of kla lifo was passed in eangenoes. 
Such ontoxies wore surely never uttered feat in severe pain. Of his 
^ applies or kis expencod no profeal>lc«e$timate can now fee made. 
'^Ba.oept the salaty of the LautCat, to which King Barnes added the 
ojffice of Histonograplter, perhaps with some additional emoluments, 
kis whole revetme s^ms to have keen casual ; ahd it is we>I known 
that he seldom lives firugally who lives by chance. Hope is always 
liberal ; and they that trust her promises make little scruple of 
xevellittg tt^day on the profits Of the morrow. 

Of his plays the profit wi» not great ; and of the produce of his 
other works very little intelligence can fee» had. fiy discoursing 
with the late amtafele Mx. Tonson, I could not find tkki any me- 
morials of the transactions feotween hiapredcceBSoriknd Hrydcn had 
been preserved, except the fiiUowiug papers ; 

I do hereby pmmlBO to pay ^ohn Djyden, Baq^ or^er, on the 
25th of Idarch l6i)9, the sum of two hundred and fifty gUineaa, in 
consideration of ten thousand verseSy which the said John Dry dea, 
ISesq. is to deUyey to me Jatofe Tonson, when finished, whereof 
seven thoni^d five hundred verses, more or less, are already in the 
said Jacob Toason’s possession. And 1 do hereby farther proiniae 
and engage myself, to make up the said sum of two hundred and 
fi% guineas three hundred pounds sterling to thu,^id John fhy- 
den, Hs<p his eneoutom^ administraU^ or aa(d|ka^ at tho begin- 
uing of the second impt^on e| said ten thousand verses. 

**ln witness wfeerooC 1 have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 
twentieth day of March, 

« Sealed and deUvurad, Wag Jaoo» Town, 

first duly stampt, pursuant ^ ^ 

to the acts of parliament 
for that purpose, in the 
presence of 
«Bmi. Fowtocff, 

WiMn Conaait*.^* * 
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*• lUoelved tbeii of Mr. Jacob Tonson tW aw pt two bnndrod 
wxij-oigbt pounds fit^toen sbJtUngs* in pursttando of ^ ajpeenateni 
for ton tboTisan^ versos, to be delivered by we to %m spid Jacob 
Totiaon^ wberoof I bavo already delivered to him abdht jseven 
. thdw^nd fi,ye hundred, mere or less; he the said Jacob 
bfhtf obliged to make in> the foresail sum of two hundred SMlty- 
eight pounds fifteen shillings# three hundred pounds, at the b^ 
ginning of tbe second imprei^on of the fotesaid ten thouimud 
versnsj 

I sayv reived by me , 

Witness Charles Dryden." 

Two hundred and fifty ^ineas, af £L 1«. 6d. is 4265. 16«. 

It is maidfgai, from the dates of t^s contract, that it relates to 
the volume of Fables, which contains about ?welve thousand vemae, 
and for which therefore the payment must have been afterwards 
enlarged. 

I have been told of another lettm* yet remaining in which he do- 
sires Tonson to bring him money, to pay for a watch which he had 
ordered for hU son, and which the mskea* would not leave without 
the price. 

The inevitable consequence of poverty is depea^ent^e. Dryden 
had probably no recourse in his eaigencss but to his booksdler. 
The particular character of Tonson I do not know; but the general 
conduct of traders was much less Ulmral in those times than in our 
own; their views wor^ narrower, and their manners grosser. To 
the mercantile ruggednm of that race, the delicacy of the poet was 
sometime^ exposed, l^ord Bollhgbroke, who in his youth had oul* 
tivated poetry, related to Dr. King of Oviord# that one day, when 
lie visited Dprden, tliey beartb a* they whre conversing, another 
perjiwn ettteriiig the house, ‘*ThL>** said Pry den, ‘^is Tonson. 
You will take care not to depaH liefbro he goes away : for I have 
not- cfompleted the sheet which £ promised him ; and if yon leave 
me unprotected, 1 m^t suffer aU the rudeness tcr#hieU his resent 
ment can prompt hni tongue.*' 

VThat rewards he obtained for bi^i poems, besides the {layment of 
the bookseUer, cannot be known. Mr. Perick* who consulted Home 
of his revelations, waa informed that his Fables obtained five hun- 
dred pounds from the Ouchesn of Ormond ; a preaeut not unsuit- 
able to the maguifioenee of that splendih family ; and he quotes 
Moyle, as relating that forty pounds were paid by a society 

for the use of A FrasU 

In those daya^ljhe ceconomy of govemrae nt was yet unsettled, and 
theepayments of the Exchequer were dilatory and Uncertain; of 
this disorder theira is reason to believe that the paun^^t sometimes 
felt the efiects; for, in one of his l^refaces ho con^lains of ^OSe> 
who, being intrusted with the distribution of the rriboe's bounty, 
suffer those that depend upon it to languish in penpry^ 
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Of petty or amusejwcntp, tradHioo h(k? retaijiful 
little. Of the oitly two teeti whom I hai^e found V> whom hcf 
.jpersoiially kuown, one told tliet at the houfte ^hich he fre- 
uuehted# tatlled Wiir« Cuff«e house, the appeal upmi any Jiterary. 
aispute was made te him; and the other related, that hU armed 
©halt, which in winter had ai^ettlcd and pre^Hpfiive place by the 
lire, was in the aaxnmer placed in the baiocmy, and th*it h<j called 
the two places h|s winter and his summer aeat This is all the in- 
telligence which his two survivors alforded me. , \ 

Cue of his opinions will do him ho honour in the presdiil age, 
thoni^h in his own time, at least in the begiuning it, be whs Ikr 
from having it confined to liimseljL He put gre^t <^pddence in 

f rognoftticatioiis of judicial virology. "In the Appenaia to the 
dfe of Crtiigrr*^v^ in a narratiisa of some of hw.predicfcipn« wonder- 
fully fulhllod : hut I know j^ot the Writer’s txihans of information, 
or charaoter of TOrajjitye That be had the ooitiSgumtiou «if the 
horoscope in his mind, and considered them Ipfiuenclng the 
affairs of men, he does not forbear tohint« 

The utmost insllds of tjwj ftiti i$ psst*- 
Now Tsquont ti1n«» the ' uppitr Uahts «moa* 

And 14gn rais’d jf«re. fmm tm dttrk pHabu trm4> 

Thi.ie ’wsiuhtA tcok ofif-xhAi otj hi» piuhrt hutig. 

Will gloriuuily the stew Uid wsiks: (ueceed^ 

He has elsewhere shewn his attehtion to tjie pUnejUry powers; 
and in the lyreface of hU Fables has endiKivoured obLit^aeW to 
jmti^y his ssipcrstitiou W attrihutlug^ the t^ame to some of the 
Ancients. The la, War,, added to thid narrative* leaves no doubt of 
his notions or praotke. ^ / 

So flight and so scanty is the knowledge which I hsm been able 
to collect concerning the private life and domtwtio mauneiv a 
mail whom every English genera’^ion mu^d; meiitiou with rtvercace 
as a critic and a poet. ^ 

Dhvor^? lUfcy ini prppcrjy considered as the father of Englij^h 
cririd-^m, ns the writer who t-iught um to detci mini-, upon 
principle*^, the merit of cx)in|H>Hitioii. Of our . former pot^ts. iho 
greatest dwmatist wnna without rules, u<wu3ucied tb rough Jdu 
and nature by a genius! that rarely mi^k‘d, and tardy de-ertwd him. 
Of the rest, those who knew the laws of pn-opriety had Utigkofccd 
to teach thetU'. ' 

Tw’o of f^hiiflkk Pmtnj written in f-he dayn of Eiira!>eth 
by Wehbeand Piittenh)^, from which something, mightW karhed, 
and a few hints had been given by Jonmn and Cow^ky ; hut 
Drydou’s oh i^rfrmtmc Potfr^ W'as the Erst regular and 

valuable treatise an the art of frritiug. ^ 

He who, having formed his ti}»niou in tho pre^^cut s^e of 
English litm’ature, turns back to peruse this dialogue, will not 
perhaps hud much increase of knowledge, or much lutvehy of iu- 
struotioh ; hut he is to remember that critical principles were then 
in the handft of a few, who had gathered them partly from the 
J 5' 
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aawi paa*tly fwtft the Kalioas and Fm^ck !Ki»i»r fUMHtrre > 
of tomiw p^cix^i wjtes not tU<m gonesraliy l^id^anoea 

ap^lajiMie<i Jl>y *in«tlact j andpoeU pocbapiSf mtib pleased l>^ Chance. , 
A wfUet who obtaittft hh fnU |»at‘jx^ct los^B himaoH in hi« own 
luatm Of an ophijon wIticJi ia i>o !oii|^or donhted^ tho nvidenoo 
oaaaes io k' e^t mdnod. Of an aft ttmV<>yQa% 
ieachor is fv 14^0! ion Ijc^^rnuig on<s« nm 4 « ia no loader 

leaTuin^ ; it Kh^ tiu*. appoaranog* 01 aomothittif isMcdv. h»v<^ bc- 
fitowjEjd' upon our^vilve, »a the d«w appeaw to xm #oin thn field 
whiA it rorrc'-hi'y. 

To jn%o righ^lv of m aTitlior/we mtist transporfe'* ont^felTca io 
Ills fixamiwe nhaf. tme ibe w^nts* of Ai^ contein|)OTaj*ie#| 

and wiiwt Mrero hi$ meiinii ofisupply^n^ thonL That whidt ii ear^y ' 
at oiio tlaie wa?! difilcult atJanoihtf* Drytkn at leafet iinpoxtod hhi 
i^oioacei nud pivii liiii cemntry what it wantt(| before ; or rath«i4 he 
iuioonod only the and nsanniaeittnHi iheml^bift own 

tebiH. - . . , ■ . 

The Pkl'jjipie on <h« Drama wrw one of bk c«R&ys of 
critieism, written wfe»Tn ho ^vm yet a timomni candidate for 
ri''|vuuui'»ri, and therefore laboured with thfit diligence which ht 
nnjijht tiJbw hiukeif ^mowbiit <0 mnfr, when “bid bamc gavo 
HaaoJiou to lu.^ portion, and hk ano ofdhe pnblbi waj« abated, 
p mly h V cu^io’ii, and pnrib/ by j^ir. .'t“i‘i. It v'?U wot be wy to 
find, in all ('pifierci*. of <>i;r a «o artihlly 

variejzf'dcd'wtUt f-ua\%syive nijTfr*i>»rntditior;a f-f oppo?,Hc prolmbllitie^ 
so t^ularncd with nn'v?iu}\ {?^» bri^Mi'Ucd wStli illu-tndionsk.^ Hi«' 
portraits ot t) e ilnp;>'h ntc vtrmighi with gfeat spirit 

:ind (.'jli'-rtiicp. The rr's^nij of biiahespoiiru no^y Ktund as a |rtt* 
]«* Inal Utr*di'I of oiK.v..'itbnu r cn'ihisiu ; exact nithw ininuteu«f*fi«, 
.'.nd loiij* MJJ-.k’U*, £-:< - 4 tfi^cr,<{ioii. 'I'he rraky 3 a.vidK*d by 
oa thcartes.ition of jho lioiw vf'hl'jithoTi, by Iiemo?;thcrtw, fudei 
atvny U«Vro it. in n fwH );ua^ ea^tiibitta ■n.'tdriractcr, 60 ex- 
leni'irein itn (t^usfreJKUfdou. a-jd in hmitatioft, that 

nothing t*rai hv udda-d, flindul'hxd^ nr reformsd; nor can ilu; 

and adiidrer^* oJ'SlLikcj^pruT^v in aU their umuiation of rover* 
en-.-:, of inuch intjrc titan of hariiij: dill u ''fid and 'pHraphrafetl 
llio tpuoraa ef excellence, ' of luvinsf chanirui Drj'den * goH lor 
liy/^er wacMi, of 1^5^^er VAlue, tho\i’i';h of groi'tixr brJk- 
In ihi#, and in all otlrer es'^ays aw the tisnwc .subject, the criUcisiu 
of Day doji h the eTsuei''ia^^r a poof ; nut a dull rolktctimr of tlnw»- 
nuo'-’. nor a rufu doleoiiuu ni thuha, VTldeh pexljops the ct'nsor v,ai» 
nut tihh, to h'A^<j twuiutled ' but a and v;garau» dSM»«1i:atitui, 
where dtd’ght k w^ingh'd with inKtrne'iMi. Midnlwe ,Uie auihur 
ju'cveahi*- nehtJof judgoieut hv Ik power of poi’ibrt«:mwx 
'lUit djfttTCTit rnnntuu-pnd (fibet with wlc, eh critical knowledge 
TUijyJj^ cvuvojfed, wms ptirhap-/ novor more dearJy cxtspipUfied lUiin 
in the pcritm'iiWTioaof Ilyiuor and Dr’jdon. It waa j&ajd of a dis- 
vntehaittccn two mi huiiisUcifttiA, louliwi emre, 

viiaiiu ctua CUtic recta ampere that **ii Wiuj mere eligible to go 
v.rui*- with thaw light vilh the otber." A tendency of the 
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Mtae kind mind leel nt tke «if Dryd^n^x |«e« 

foods and Eymor'ii dymmm* . With X>rm 9 n we are waiuleting in 
quest of Tmtk ; whm If m «u4 Itarnt alJ, drest in tlie. 

gtm^ of eieganee ; and, if we mlm ker, tko lalnmv of tko putsuitl 
rewards i^elf; we are led otdy^ fkrougk ib^fiianee and iowm 
Hjmer, wHhouii Uking a nearer, takes a rougStr. way ; ewery step 
M to be nwido tlirougk tliaw and bmmbleai md Tt^Ai we meet 
her, appears rcptidaive bjf ber mteu^ aQdnogracnfl}| by babit. 
Drydeu's criticism bas ibe ncajesty of a f|ueeu ; Itymer's baa ^ fe^ 
rocxty of a tyrant. 

As be bad .studied with great diligence the art of I^oeiy^ and ©n^ 
larged or rectified bis uotioitt^ by experiewoe perpetundly fimreasing, 
be bad bis nxind stored with pi:Sii<d|d«8 and observations;, be poured 
out bis knowledge with Httie labour ; for of labour; notwithstaud* 
in^ihe rouItipUcity of bi| predactlotts, there is sufficient reaaon 
to suspect that be was not a lever. To write txm mmn, with ted- , 
iiesa for the employment, with perpetual tbuebes awd retouches, 
with anwilliiignosK to takolejivt of bis own ideas, and »n unwearied 
pur«»uit of unattainable perfection, '^aa, I think, no part of bis 
ebaracier. 

His criticism may be considered m general or oe^lonaL In bis 
general precepts, wbicb depend upon the nature of things, mid the 
Btnucture of the human mind, he may doubtless be feafely recom- 
mended to the vonfidence of the reader ; but bia occasional and par- 
tienlsCr poj^itions were fiometinm interested, sometime negligent, 
and sometime (rapriclo^ss. It is not without teason that Trapp, 
sjieakinc of the praises which he bestows on Telamon and Arcito, 
sayp, iVolmus judieiuiw Drydcni do pocmate quodam C4««wn, 
piikbro sane Ulo, & «dm<^uni laudando, niminiin quod non modo 
vere epioam alt, sod lliada etiamatque ^fiueada mqncfc, imosuperct. 
B«}d novimus eodem tempore viri illius maximi non semper accura- 
ti?»imafc esse consuras, nee ad BeveriAsimain mtioea normam ex- 
aetuH : iUo judico id pleinmqne optimum esfc, quod nunc prm mani- 
buR habet, &' in quo nunc octupatur/’ 

Ho iri therefore by no moans constant to himseif. II is defence 
and desertion* of dramatic rhyme is generally known. Bpcnce, in 
remarks on OdyRsey, produces what he thinks an nneon- 

(luerablo (juotation from Drydenk preface to the Jineid, infiavour 
of translating an epic poem into blank verse ; but be forgets that 
when hifi author attempt lus Iliad, some yesava afterwards, be de- 
parted from his own decision, and trimalatcd into rhyme. 

When he has any objection to obviate, or any license to defend, 
he is not very Bcrupulous about what he airserts, nor very cautious, 
if the preuent purpose he served, not to entangle brndelf in bis own 
Bophistfics. llwt, when allfirts are exhausted, like other huufed 
animals, ho sometimes stands at bay ; when he cannot disown the 
grossneea of ore of his plays, he dedarea that he knows not any law 
that prescribes morality to a comic poet 

His remarks on ancient or modern writers are not always to be 
trusted. His parallel of the versification of Ovid with that of 
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Claudii^ h!$i been vert justly cenmtred by iiiewel^ IBs compati* 
son of TO IM tine of Tfrgi! witU «be Am of ISsntitiS is tint liap^er. 
** Tjirillf be sem is soft end irentle, a»M} wotUd lUve ihoagbtbim 
|zned^ If ins b&4 Wrd him Ihunderitig oint * 

ituf^ninposi]^ m>H* gSttflUiM f<i]eS9e. 

BtinUill perhaps heats himeelC as he pi*ooeeds* to exaggerate rome^ 
vhat hyperho tolly ; but nndouhledl) VjyrgU would hate beeb too 
hastn U he bad condemned him si^w one aouhdlng line. 
Dryden wanted an instaiioe, anCthe dm thni oooup^d 
into the serrice. ^ * 

What he wishes to say* he soys at hi^rd ciM ^rlmduci 
whioh he had mtar seen ; gima fiiW booount of Chapman's T.ersi* 
Aoation ; and discovers, in tho pretto of hib t^t be tranv 

laied the Am hook of the Ito w About. hupwls^g whatiirsiiutbe 
second. ■ 

It will be difficult to prove that Bryoen 6y«r made buy sfmFnd* 
vanoce in literature. ’M havinr distinguiebod him^lf at W^sttmin- 
ster under the tuition of Busby, who advanced bis ^cholar^ to a 
height of knowledge vory rarely attained in grammar schcMjls, be 
resided afterwards at (hmorlidgo j it is not tO be snpjioeed, tlnib hf5 
skill in the ancient langaages was deheient, compared with tbal of 
common stTidenta; btit his scholastic acuuSsitions srem not proper' 
tionate to hia opportunities and abilities. He could not^ like Mib 
ton or Cowley, Imre made his name illustrious merely by hls^ Icam* 
ing, He mentiane but fe w hooks, and those such as lit in the heateu 
track of regular study ; from which If ever he. departs, he in in 
danger of losing himself ju unknown rogioiis. 

In hifi Bialogue on the Bramn, he pronounoos with ' great conft* 
dence that the Latin Tragedy of Medea ia not Qvid**, betottuse it is 
not snfBcioxitly interesting and paihetia He >ulght have deter- 
mined the <^aei!ttion upfm surer evidence ; fur it U quoted by Ouin- 
tiiian as the work of ^euusa ; and the only line which reiauiixi''* irj 
Ovid's play, for one is left ti.\ its not thcro to Ins found. There was 
therefore no need of th<? gravity of conjecture, or tlus discussion of 
plot or seutixueiit, to find wlu^fc was already known, upun higher 
authority than such disfUfisiouH can ever reach. 

His literature though not always free from ostentation, will he 
oommunly found either obvious, tw»d made hift own by the art of 
dressing it i or supcrficUl, which, by what ho gtm, «h«si»o*wh»t 
he wanted ; or erroneous, hastily coUootod, and ne^igontly acat- 
tered. - * ' . , 

Tot it cannoi bo said that his genius is over iiupro^dod of mat- 
ter, or that his languishes in penury Of idoaa. BU works 
abound with^owlodge, and sparkle with illustratbju#* ThOre is 
sthfrp^y any soionceor fficulty that does not supply him with oo- 
cadioim! imageo md lucky similittfdes ; ovary page dioco^^^ ^ 
vor;^ widely acquaiulod both with art and Mturo, md b foil pc«- 
sesoion of gi^t atom of intclloetual woaltk Of )to that knows 
* FrOftee to OirtOfs MeUmoYiihoim* ^ 
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ii is natnial to suppose with dllijgistioo: jet 

I raihfr bftiiev>e th&t tho kiioirio^<^ m i^eas^lroiR 
! accideulf^l tYitPliijseu«P/«n4 vhriot» Aj^pto* 

hcasirtti, a jadl^w s^fectioji* aad'ii happy mvi^ik hfisea 
of kiio*v3«4ge/iMrt a, pow?«jtfbr|faaiiion ; hf ^ip|#ba thiit perhil'^ 
tod noihlipi^ ho i>aw Without and a jOf roilo^ioa that 

yitffhmd'tiotljinf ^l\il to bo iosi A ihfftdliho always 

oorlotts, always acfiwe, to which oyoiT was proad to 

M-assioi^ated, of yhioh hoevaoimied tha ihigEi!d| hy an 
ambitioiia <Btluay of hhnsetf,. ploiuMiht« psi^am ;a naaiwr^ 

way to adkiiowUtIge than by tha silent progrosa solkary raiding. 

I do not that he despised books* t>r inteaiionaliy hhglected 

thetn; bttt that he was carried opt, by the impettie!^ ef hie 
' to mdtw ahd speedy znetmciora ; ami that hiS atndies 
' wm ratliflf dean ttdiy and fortniioiw than oonstant and eystema* 

It must be confessed thAt he fcaroety eter appears to Want Wh' 
learning but when he mentions bf>eks ; and to him may bo trans- 
ferred flio praise whioh he girea lik master Cliarles. 

tlij> t'.onversAtion, wit luidi p»irts, 

HliR kuow)ed!te in th ■ eyeful arts^ 

Wm «uc}t. (Wad aathom e^td not gjrc, 

Rui >)abiiud«a «>f tUoae btat iire = 

Ugt^tiaa f)im diefmter Uf^hts receive ; 

Tl<* drained frtan all. and all t»'«r knew, 
lii9 Apprelivneion quick* imlmacnt true: 
yuw me roost lewofd wHh stiame confess, . 
MI«knowlc‘d|W*nwe,iil»mdi g only lees- 

Of i^l this* howavtasr, if the proof be demanded, I will not under* 
i?ik<} to it; the atoms ot probaUHty, of which my opinion has 
baen ibnnedy lie itcattercd ovejr all his worlds j and by him who 
thinkaihe ciHcstioii worth his notioa, his works must be perused 
with very rlo^e attention,, 

0ith,er didactic or defehsife, occupies all his^proso, 
except tboKi pfigcii which ho has devoted, to lus patrons; but 
‘ in)MO ol’ hjj^ prof^u:es were ever thought tedious ; they have not the 
formaUtpof n aettK',ii stylo, in which the first half (d' the sentence 
betmys ihc other. The C4uacs are nevor balaiiijcd, nor thi^ periods 
modelled r every word scea>8 to drop by chaiKJC, tlumgh it fulls into 
ils proper place. .Nothmg is cold or laiiguid; ^e trhole li airy, 
aiiimatud, aiwl vig^orous ; what k little k gay : wh4 k gi^at, k 
splendid. lie m^iy bi thought to mention himaclf too frequently ; 
bat, iVhild he fm e^ himself upon our esteem* we cannot rciusc him 
to atand high in hk own. Every thing m excused by the )>ky of 
' and the aprighUinesa <‘f cxpresaiciu Thongb all is vasy, 

nothing k feeble j thcuch all seems WfikC there k Jjothiug 
harsh ; and though, since hk earlier works more than a century km 
passed, they have nothing yet uncouth or obsolete. 

He who writes much will not easily Oscap^ a manner, such a 
iNocurrenc^of particular modes as n^ay be ess«y noted. Dryden is 
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8linqrii«»#a^ ixi.&tmms U dm lui eiJiibtt itMMid tiitia O ao 
c!i]B»el«gMMii.^ tl» *iB» ftw, «« ** wy wt .•*>*» 

tW tlU* w.«sm«(wMw >'• 

.Sin lifylA 'Doaid nd-awit* !>• iaut«MriLiM(lM» is^ 

rnttufi Wi^ «W» fway* wted* it-fcM n« 

•pttvmaA w diMriniiutimAaxMlHS. Th« hmil^ ii4t6.l» totally 
frw fidb <fopr»p«rtu>o pf pd’to ud ^ekimt HruNMod 

bya&«WFdbga!gednwBibte>& '' '■ ; ■> . '-'.f"' 

Finn his prose, boworer, DiydMi dm«w Meiaentd M 

“soDOik^ary |>rai»O p‘ i2i0 idtii 1^ 

iiouu<se4 hy wiy^ltivuter Hiwtwwv i* |piW > iim ; 

numbm of ^ ’ ' ' ‘ "v * 

Aite almt MC a «it4 

soma adv^moad^ toFiaxda imtate mim kmsmy M Jmexr 
made hy WaUot mid Bon^im; ihvf M 

in £ttw ttioTe |iliUng im«fB irere bfolcott into eofu* 

pletif 4[^nd that ime coined not only in the nmher^ hilt in the 
armi^ont of syllables, 

Bat thongh thfkf did mnchp who oon iletny that ih^ loft mneb to 
do I Thms worJui wcaio not . many; lior were thair minds of maty 
ample oomfit/^ension. Mors examples of mom medsn of oomposl 
iitiit w«|i mimuxy hr the estahl^meiit of mgnkx»ijp and the 
intnMiaciisa^f pmwkty of word and thought * 

Every Ungoage ca a learned nation niMseflmrily divides itself into 
diotion sbhtdssiio and popalar, grave and familiatrp elegant and 
gross j: and tom a nice disiinctioti of these difiemnt parts aiises 
a great part of the heaaiy of styles Buti if wo oxo^t afew xum% 
the favon rites of nainrep to whom their own origfinm rectitude vrm 
in the place of mles, this delicacy ixt select was little known to * 
our authors ; mr fipciHsh lay hof<ws them in a h^ip of cohfmdoti ; 
end every man took forgery puipom what chance might odor 
him. * ' ■ > ' 

Thors was therefors, bofcre the tims of Bryden, no poetical dieHoni ; 
no system of words at ones refined tom the grossnees of domestic 
03 e, ami free from the hardmsss of termH appropriated to |$artioatar 
arts. Words too familiar, of too remote; aofhat. the purpose of a 
poet. From those words whSidi wo hear on small or on oearso oi»oa> 
sions; we do not easily receive idrong impremlohs^ or dedighiful ^ 
images ; and words to which we am neady sUwngers, whenever they 
occur; draw that attention on themielyes which they should tranii* 
mit to things. • 

Those happy comhinatioiifl of words which dhrtingnish poetry 
from prose had rgyely been attempted : 'ive had few elegances or 
fiowemaof speech; the roses had not yet been plndbod from the 
bnmble, or di^ront colours had not been joined to enliven one 
a-iother. 

It may be. doubted whether WaBer and Denham could haw 
overborne the prejudlom which had long prevailed; and which even 
then were simesred by the pfotection of Cowley, The new veialfi^ 



DRf dek; . 20? 

ijt im «»:olrl»gJtii' 

ment ia ^'#^e It in apparent ;t|K«ii.|^{jllb /' 

Tb«i tIhiftEoe i>f 01#' Wjinitge li t«erT"lllt94'^ 

Kork TryclLitlie,iMJ^ ,, 

vfe ivere ' 

tbougl# it.Moesaary io/copy udrpf^ ‘ 

ibaia^ hu o^nt<toMi^tss4 kdt3e##y>''’eo)(if>l<l<^ ii aa i^i#pe|iiift% 

lirkoiii' .liar ike ji#'''t|[e, kaS'' 

etruji^ed'. '. . 

pbos^ in ike i^ame , niiml»^ ^ 'terser . ! Hplytky^ • 

Iiadt i#tbfli»|‘'|ji ^ieir ,ta 'ik0 .'nMerstay > hk bomi^v 
^ th ao Htae itjs^ ioi|e|^<lear of foiiet{o«i«r 
ofys i&tmi ik&y 

cannot !>« r«a|4 tKithont relnotanoe, no« in|^ tke lakotir alraya he 
rewarded ondei^aiiincltng; tlttm Cowkyveiiw ibal; ineb eopyeiB 
were a «crvue hice ; be averted lula llbertry, and \a|reBt^biil wings 
Fo boldly,' that i*a left bia antlsom. It iWtttt merr^S to 

fix tlie liojits of poftUnal liberty, aiid give tuj just rttk# and ekaxn^ 
pJef of 'traa-datlesi, ' ' ■ ' r < ‘ “ • '' '^ ’• ■: ' •"' 

When langwea^e fontoed npoa different jjrinci St lalmposi 

eible that tbe R»md jnode^ of expression should always Weleg^ 
in both* WbiJo they ron on togeiliar, iHo oloso# traisjlstioa may 
bo ooneidered as the Ik^i bnf when they i^mioatia^.eM^ must 
taka ita natural course* Whore cormpondew'eaiinot be olitaincd, 
it i« hecftasary to be eonteiit with feometMng'eqeivafont. Trans- 
lation, tUwlbrc,.i»aydDfyd^ /'is uot^ lbofi* »s piitophra^ nor 

All pulished lanif^aM have diffbwt styles* the eonrfse/.tbe 
difl'nSse, the Ifi^, and w In t|| "proper choice of style 

thogSem bianco which Diyden pSoipally exacts from the 
^hSlStor* nie i^ to exhibit hm author's thoughts in such w dresw 
of dktion s« the author would bare given them, had bis language 
been bhigli^h t 'rngged magnificent^ is not to bo softened ; byperbo- 
liosl ostentatioF^i ir not to he repressed, nor asuJtafitSons affectation 
to hnvo its pmni IdunM* A mhaJaior is to bo like his author it 
is nothlshtisiiiessdo'extsel him. “ • * ‘ > 

Thwreasfmublcness uf tbe^e seems sttthcient for their viudi- ' 
cation ; and the effects by ntorvihg them weie m happy, 

that J know not whether tlwsy were ever opposed Imt by Edward 
Sherburne, S man whoso kamijig whs gmter than mis powers of 
poftry, and who# being better qualified tlj^vo tbw meaning than 
the spirit, of Seneca, hm Introduced ids rwion of ihr^ ti%«dica 
by a defence- of dose tyantdation. The ivntliorify of Itnraoo, which 
the new tramlaiors cited in dofe^nco of their practice, he has, by a 
judioi^ explanalioni taknn Mrly from thorn , but Toasou wants 
not Horaos tt> support it. \ 

It seldom happens that all the necsssaiy causes oonour to any 
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effect: %iH; 1^ nr^tktife to pow^r, ot ‘ poWcJ* tic both 

«te Impeded % 4bcteto oWiructiona. fhe ii»i^ii'C(i<» ifli wbWi 
BrydelK <!o*ed«mned to pm hU iifc^re Te^ind>}3r suf^pb^ Jai ^ 
to Uftvo eut iiiy^ wo]rli:H.Si4 * Stsif ^ 
bive ioterocft^ the ■fell tlw' 

hate««p ; ; z'- ' ^ 

ot|icr tig?d seotii^. 

If the excefteti^c of Boxteli’a wotka lesiscuod ^y hia 

tkeir increaBodl ; 1 kn^twliot Ibow it vill 

tliat if kjt M Wtitiea lesss bo Houbf hate bettor ; ot Ibet 

bo troutd Imro undergone tbe toi! of an author, if be bad 
u# boon Bojicitjod h^ sotaotbrng Saore than the love of^praiae. 
But^/at la s^d b/ bis iSiebastm^^ 

, . Wbuktbfd uoki^wn# wbtet iji^appeam. 

AV e knorr tbiet I)iydeu% aevera! pTodnoti^^ were so many 
c<*!Siive expedients for MS support ; iiia playl were therefore often 
born ► wed ; and bis pcernii b»cre almost &W ooeamoiial 
In the oocaaional porforbianofe no b eight of esccUence can bo 
expeoted from ,*Mt|r Itowci^^ fertiji in itseU, and bowever 
Ktorr cl wirh aCi^tusitbtifiL He whose work is geaomi and arbitrary 
baa the choice of bk n3atter, and fakes that >rbicb bis inclinafjo?! 
and bk attldica have qualiM blbi to dkplay and docorate. He 
ia at liberty to dUay bis publteayfm till be has SHtUfied bk fnendn 
and himself, till he baa reformed bk Jkat thought** In subsequent 
examination, Olid |K^li?5hcd away tho.se faults which Lh<’ t»n cipiiancn 
of ardent comptwttket U likely to leaTe behiud It. V jrgii is related 
to have poured cut a gmt ninnber of lliica in the muniing, and to 
have puAsod the day in reducing thorn to 
The o<jcashm?*l poet i$ circumticjrib^ by the uarrowneAs of his 
subje ct. Whatever cau baplxui to man ’mis l^ppeuCd oftoti 
litth) roiwain.^' ihr f?moy or iiiri'ewfeictt. Wo baVe been aJl bixru, w e 
ln.ive muBt of ns been 3||ymi!dj : and h*t many have died before u-s 
that our deaths csui Sup^y hut fciv matciuk for aspect. In the 
fitfe of Princes the puMiu boa an interest j and what happens to 
them of good or evil, the povta have always cons«d -rvd us bu intw 
Ibr the Uufc u6er kc many Imiughi'htory gnvUil4flins, wuptinl 

liyuins ajftd funcml dirgeji^ be be highly fivoured by nature, 
mvby f.Htnue, vihf* my»my thing pot i-siid i«?forc. Kven war and 
ooTjqttcat, howc' erapfomlid, no now mmMji thetriumpbant 

chariot of a victorioUa mouarcb ean lie deukwnbly wdh tboac or* 
uameuta tbai hnvegr8<!kl lik predcccsa^>rw. 

Not only matter b»it time h wiintitty. Tfee must not be 
delayed till the ocmiou h forgotkm The UAy momenta of ani* 
muletl imagbkalih^n ca^Mgit bo attended ; clcganet^i and jUustratiem'i 
ctnliit b« muUiplied W gradn'il accumoUtlwm ; the composition 
must be dispatched, while convi^rsation m yet bney, apd admimtictt 
fr€wh ; and ba&te w to be made, lest iMunc' etbet cveat should lay 
bold upon mflukind. ^ 

Occaifional compositions may boworer seourvto A writoir ibc prako 
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imijiiji to W to toot of loi^ 

gtttdf, $x^ im4 bo toxM^Aod |i^ , ^ 

to SwT. \ „ ' ,'" 'T':/ 

{>oirw Bl» k&^io 

aad delb^; tbe toughU iu*e idforoa^ '^1^4 
prom«lw3W,o mind wiibldtoi m 

ana to diction, li tto sdtoffoto^ ^ 

, Davto^t was.perb^^^^ >» 'towilifc jM 

Ooadibertf novoy appeal^ U Mve niott popnto ; Jhvpp^ii 

1^ learned to please hk ear vitk to of i^at'kM 

rhymed. • ' . .■' ' ■.,; .,^i'-’j ' 

bryden very eoriy found his vemiflosMoi^it th«!^ 0^ this 
carl? production no traces of DonWs or JonsoU^ ru|^ednedi; but 
ho did not m soon toe his ihifld tom to ambitoi isi forto 
celts. In his verses on thg B^tmtion, hio fays of to 

* Ho tow'4 li!ir;t«to ' > ' ' 

CToidA taste wt $ymu of yoaiVi Mm > ;' »' ‘ 

Uui toad ab the too Iroe ft ppir^^ 

And aftenvards, to shev hm iidrtoltid wisluiU aroittoreased by 
adtreraity^ he makes this remarh : 

VoUuftiSht fkft enoimt poetii then oooSm’ 

Oi^ tluB hoooMr’d oMoe of oouiueUar, 

Since otraca viHi WS ofbroftiMtotM tanuM bllnA* 

Wc ligUt ftiooo in uftrl «totot| to. 

His prah^ of Kook's ^xUfeiiy oomprtsoa stto a oiustsr of 
thoughts unaiiied to one ihatot^ ai ifiU tmt wsewbero be easily 
found . 

MoftV fchew Pf 0 \iiSini 0 «* detijiifd l» loose 
T)vow» ml bonds atlke freedom 414 imooiift. 

Tbe blewed MdnU Thai oouSk'd ti>l« 

D«4 froio tor stjut vUh ioyfg} V^OOdsr tor 
'1 0 tor imNll €lii0t dvftvt^ vat M weigMi ftioaC« 

K(» in toir bati. bat in thdr order 9mn$. 

Thu« pvnelfs by one sUghc louftb tmom 
SotUeS to that ebftngrd hice that or|H befprr. 

•Vrith rii^rstt<»h fond ebifumrat wr pursue, 

Afi fftf ry iHnwHiv lor fwwiy to tttUdue . 

Bui, when oumUefl to eciion *• betftba 
i t »)\uni» to mint iibt gold tot cbeml^ft mM 
How hnrd mu then hi* ta«)t, ttonetlobii 
Whfti in to body oefuiml aa mi » 

Man^f Afdtot Oiftotly ^ UfdilU ^ 
the charge onttaito nervfs, and of to tohijr 
Thrmueh viowloM «oi^to«|Arimto41toto 
The eptingfl of motion hm to oeei of iiaie ; 

'Twm not the Uftoty prodttot of a 4fty, 

Hut to well rt|»mu iValt ef wl«e mtm* ^ 

He, like a petie t ftri,.ler, ere he fltok, 

Would let I €tu play awhile upon to hook, 

Uur heodthful (food the atoomeh lahoum IhiH, 

At Sret emtoeiag whiU U mail doth oru^lh 
Wise lesehes wUl hot tain reeeipU ohtrttda 
gmto psto to hto^ 
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they iTftit upon tkt« iU, 

TIU gon^e 0^« orliii MOiorUo (n^iv «kilL. 

Hfi M yH Indeed hn awer learned weU, to Ibrbeat^ 
ihe tm ed* layttielogyi After liaviai^ lairardea Hie He%« 

then tmties for iMx^mta, 

with Aleu irb* t&b Mexed 1^0^ 

To thoeoM^ ChtirteR sa tMtlm e^$ 

A buU to tbe«rP(Hrtu«lll, ilieS ttbimki 
A mm to yottf 70 XHiOi^im of tlie MuIdu 

He tells QB, in the Iftngimge el Betigiott^ 

j>mfcr Btor)ttt*d tho Bkbiii. end te^*d CM«« Jbm 

Afl Hmv«a itioir i$ took hr t$oloitQB« 

And afterwards menti^^e ef Ihe^iost awfnl passages of Sacred 
History^ ^ 

Other conceits there are^ too cnrioxui to he ^nlte omitted ; esi 


For br«nmplr most ure »ifua'd iMdon^ 

Awl* elwunets laC^^d nlth Crslttr bOM* 


How fhr he was jet from thinking It necessary to found hia sen* 
ilmrnte on nature^ appears from the extmvagaouo of his floilohs 
and hyperboles : 


Tb» wiodg* tluit twy«r modeetiiou Uiew, 
Afrtidito blow too uanctt^ too i)iJinct> blcir * 
ot, mil otlMcttb With Joy, emii4 swtt mt»m 
Their Mmllon’S luAg»< •««« 

It Is 00 hmiRor tnottweheftts fwt thnrt 
As ron laaat iti Cho land spprcmches you t 
The laud return, and in white it vea^d 
The suudw of pBtuttner and somm tie 4 rs 


1 know not whether this fancy, howewet IttUe bo its \nlue, was not 
borrowed. A French poet nj|d to Malherbe some verses, in which 
he represents France m moving mt of its place to i*occive the king. 
** Though this,*^ said Malherbe, “ was in my time, I dn not remem- 
ber it/* 

His poem on the Cormnit'pn has a more even tenor of thought* 
Borne lines deserve to be quoted. 

You have Skreadir f|iieaoh*d tadldon** brand 
And sesi, that burnt It, omly warms Ihe land : 

The Jmilotts aeds that durst net trust their tame, 

80 m Ibom Uiairown will «a to the lad^s^ 

Hinifbr thiAr wnpire and their synOd takn^ 

And thfdr appeal alone to Cmsar luaht. 


Here may \m> found one particle of that old vetaldoatioA 
whidn, 1 bolievc, in all his works, there ^ not another : 


Kot Is it duty, Or nor hope alette, 

Ctuates thatj^, but t\tU OrulUnn. 

In the verses to Hie liofd OhaneeUor OUrondtm^ two years after* 
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wards, ih a cottceit ao lit tlio iktpi vieur, tbuht f«ir would 

bare attempted It ; and eo euoeOBBfdlly laboured, that though at 
la$t it giveg^ the^ iw# more pe3?ple»ity , thim p^m and 
,Wdly worth the that dt he Tidnod w a 

proof of a mind at cum subtle and ec^mprempird i ^ 


Inoi>«O|ir09p(Mt«e9^htn«{]Kn^iM 
Haul tlt« e««niMr4<Jia'l a^evtlie W ^ 

Our sight Is wrhrre f ottWielnU 

AnS bitoa4 ihiviae 

Ba II^U jroiW virtiiss do Wim Iw 


.His U) Qftdosft, and jrflN ^ 

1% ooniil /uMiUsr s«H»8» taselMKOf 
ift mptSnws Im ooms hefciskn. 


f 


The emieperi^n of the of the l»die« leavee ell rpsem* 

hlauee fsr hehiud it : ' ' * ^ 


And HS Um» fn4i« net <h«KjJ»A«e - 
THm« ri^ p«rfUm«& ^hitih ftam ihshsppf sborc 
The viiodii opoA Ibelr.baljay wings eonv^'d, 
wU<il<^e guUtr »#vetmiS4» first th<dT world betray'd 1 
Bo by } utir uwnsel w« me brought to>lew 
A D6W and uatli{>i«oTcir*d In you* 


Tboro k another coxp|(aneoh> for there h little alie In the poem» 
of wbich, though p«rhii|ig it oaunot he eaplalued into plain pro- 
gjdo tneauiug, the nund pereoUvea enough to he ddlightea, and rea- 
dily forgives its ohiicurityi fhr Its m%«»fioeu<se : 

Mow stranccTy sfttirc are the arts of pesos, 

\v ho(4^' rtiiitiet>« motions Ks thvu wars do «<wss ^ 

I'eacu Is not fmi kom kbour* but firom stotse; 

And vmt moro but not mfxtt psios cnipkiys. 

Hudk if the awbty siwiiliwsii of your uiM* 

That, Ul.« tKa lUrtH'f, <mr sense bebk»d,{ 

Wbhc you fv; smoothly tu^n end roll our sphtanii 
ThAtrtpid motion drihs but ru«{ Siipsar. 

For as in nsturv'* swifuieiifi, wUb tbn thremg 
or fiyiug ort» «hil« oars i» borbe aluiii* 

All at tert to the deluded eyo> 

, Mov’d by the aottl of the seme barwotiV : 

So. carrVd «n hy >wu gtiwewied cwre, ,, 

We rust In pcuce, utd yet in nsotlcm tboM* 

To these ntcoeed fotix which pe?h?lps })ry4en*s first at- 
tempt At these peuetrating i«marks on hmm nattU^ for which ho 
seems to have been peculiariy formed ; 


lift envy thoSe ctimee within yso sec. 
From whieli th-i happy tmvor mart bo 1^; 
Ktivy* that dons wi«i misery wide, 

The joy mid the lovcnge of ruin’d ptido. 


Into this pmm he seems to have colleoted all his powors ; and af- 
ter (his he aid hoh ofcon htiug upon his anvil such stubborn and 
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uamaUeftbls tb(on|btft : but, a^} a apfioimen of hia ablUtiaa to unite 
ibe most uii«Q«lw^iuubU^ be baa conoluded with Usm whloh I 
thluh poi Jia3reeif obliged iw teU td^e meaning. 

V4 euinio Ur tl wiib tibaaya, ot »)tb the** 

To«r iae m% iMtmi to « fOaiti 4e oUmD. 

Thiw h»ay^y bodJei d(^ our um» iMget 
^ Ait<i oHtaite. l>at afoam ao part of It i 

And »tlU It iriUiout » 
tike Uife netr y«gr, whote wotJen* «*«•• 

For fittoo eiM aloriboa W« iMIlpu 

It led by «* thlU 4| » the |Ml, 

It mutt both w<ngbil«M ai3f iimMatal jprftyei 
Umute tb« ofbWe of it it above 

In tho MirahilU he returned ie the iiuhireiiil^ Whioh from 
that tioia he totaU)^ uuitteili perhaps IVom ejfp^eneruf tia Ineouve^ 
nienee, for he oottpiauts of ita dtfhculiy* l^bia U oue ^ hhi greatest 
ettempte.fTe had eubjeotl equal to h& ahUitiha^ h groat uaval war, 
and the Fire at X^uidou. Battles have aJ^ya heen defccri>»ed in 
heroic pOetr^r ; hut a aearfight and artilierjr lad y«t aomethln^^ of 
iioreHy. Kow arte are long ia the world bdore poete doscnbo 
them , for the/ borrow ever/ thing £ft>m their prilwwors, and 
commonly derive ver/ little irom nature w from life, B^ileau waa 
the iirtHt French writer that had ever haaarded in yemtbe mention 
of modern war, or the eifodts of gunpowder. Vfc, who are Jew* 
afraid of UQvaU/, had alryady poiwesjdou of those dr^hdftil image's, 
WaUrr had described a sea fight Milton had not yet tran»ift‘rrcd 
the inveatiou of Are arms to the rebel Hous angek 
This poem tv written idth great diUgenoe, yet doaa net fnUy an* 
•wer the eapeoiatiou nmh by #uch subjects and such a writer. 
With the etanaa of Davenant he h^a sometttucs hU vein of pareu* 
thesis, anfl iUoidental disquieUioUj and Stops uamtivo for a wise re- 
mark 

Tho general fault is, that ha affirds mure eoatiment than de- 
fioription, and dues not So much press *«oeuei upon the fancy, as de- 
duc'i coniequoncf^s and make eoupansons 
The initial ttauaas have rather no much resemblance to the first 
lines on Waller^s noem <m the war with Spain j perhaps auch abe- 

S nning ts natural, and could not be avoided without afTicfution. 

»th Waller and Dryderf might tajke their hint from the poem on 
the civil war of **Orbem jAm totwm/' 
i If tho King ooUccting hit navy, ho cays, 

It seems, as every ship tbeir soyereigt* knows, 
liis awful sammons th^ so m6sk obey : 

Bo ln*ar the scaly hetids when Froteus blowa, 

And so to pasture follow through tho sea. 

24 would noTbo hird to beUeva that Ilryden had wriUrn the 
two first hues u*nouH]y, and that some w,ig had added the latter in 
burle^iue. Who would expect the lines that immediately follow, 
which are indeed perhaps indecently hyperbolioal, but certainly in 
» mode totftitly different! 
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I'o m iliii ieet ttfNon o&ekfk'wa^i^ 

Anirels dr<fcw wiSo <>{#e iild«i ; 

Aud S«aT6«i, m U iJaart 
'For ti^a wade ' 

pleieepeoimen ofitt^e 


ITOxy com* 


Indttow 1 


" WitA all ilie j. . ■ 

Aftd pJreemuft wiftd ftom 
.T}iO toVrejtSo^ if%eilm'W<^ ^ 

/ . W« huitid^ Wl»)^ 'miAdiim'^d ^ " 'a 

Tkeiir iraj; tola w^tli io ee«et tit^ brag 

' : JbeO' .So*«'o,odlAbo^ sjiii^'.’boare, 

B/ mill iMscttI wo f<m^ 

Wliiob; fiitriW witi> mke, did oloee k aOOvort-Ue ; 
And round Aboftt ibdr stfilrderiag lOftOim hf, 

^ At on, do to tikroaten md litelto ibo eye. 

Fteroer ihatt (jolitton, an^ than rock« mard h^ 

I’be Eoglil»b undertake i%*une<|nal wnr,;^^ 

Hem nhip^ alone, by whisk tbe jIoTt i^Jbai^d, 
Beeieigfe tbe Inds^ and alt Bcnwatk 


fbeoe HgUt tike bmbanda, but ^ekveto iIhmo; , 

Ttoe fain would keep, and more i«Sn enjey : . 
And 10 anoh height tlhw frantio paurdon gjrew% 

That what both loyo, both bewrd to deetrey ; 


Amidet whole hea|» pf epioi^ llgbm a ballr 
And wow tbeSr odours iUrm’d tbem ily : 

Borne preolou«ly hy shattered porcelain fldl, ' 

And eoifte , by aromatSe splinters die : 

And, tbougb by tempests ot the priee berclt 
In inolcmeuey some we we Hud ‘, 

, , CHjr foes we ranquish’ij by our valoui[ loft. 

And only yielded tp the seas end wind* 

# * ’ . 

la this manner is the subUme t<H> often mtilifi’Cd with the ridicu- 
lous. The Dutch seek a Shelter ht p w^alihy fleet: this surely 
needed no illnetraiion# yet they must Hy, W like all the rest of 
mankind on the same pi^asioiLb^t *Mllo hunii^ castors and 
they might with strict propriety bf bdhted ,* for We winded them by 
onr noses — their ptrfum^^ ttetmyed them. The J^Hnd and the 
ho^tTf though of more dignity than the eaaior, are fmafta too ^i^mes* 
tic to mingle pro|)m»ly with the Wrrena of war. The two t^natralns 
that follow are worthy of the ntitbor.i 
Theaccom^t of the difeient^nsetlona .witb wbbdi the tiN> 
retired, when the night parted them, ft ont of the ftjireildowemof 
Bnglftb poetry : 
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The eembiit stiUj and tliej ashamed te ksvt; s#*/3 

Till the last streabi of dying day Mihdrew, 

. And donbtfhl meoh-light Tlfge decfiite. 

In W Inglish fleet each ^ retttmnda trith joy> 

Aad Ihtid 4i^lamm &Swit gveat hmdei^ ^me ? 

^%A tey itemt the D^tch ¥m dtill doMirot^ 
Azii^ilvmlmiiig^em^^ imagin'd iamb. 

Kot m the Bdfldnd tir’d and done, 

Stx^ttdi'd on tMr dew, like weary osen li^ ; 

Faint Une^ta aU dWh th^ tnii^ity memh^tnn, 

(vafit h^ph i«KidhlHtte sMfi hat ill ausy[»ly.) 

In dreama Mrfhi |)reol|»iw tread. 

Or 4dFmich’d, latamr to some dUtanfalwure ; 

Kk$ in wk 0 hd(i*chfla, the dead . 

Th«^ withhomr, and»di&i» slu^ no mm» 

It is a gedexta mle in poetry, thetT all appiN^ated terxna of rfrt 
should be sunk in general espressions, Imaanidpe^tiiy hi toii|Msak 
tihlveiha] langnhjtn fids mie is htili stronger with regard to arts 
not liberal, or oonfined to few, and thaNlhre ikr removed from 
eommon knowledge ; and ofthiskipd, certaintyi ia technical wa*.j- 
gallon. Yet Dryden was Of 0|dt4ol^r lhai n sm dght ought to be 
described In a nan%al kntnafa^ ^nnd (tertoinly*' say ^ he, ** as thorn , 
who in a iogieal dhqimt^on keep no general tennH, would hide a 
l^lary, so those who do if in a poetioaf description would veil their 
ignoranoft. 

Let w then appeal to etperfenee ; for Igr ea,ps|^nee at last we 
learn as well what will pkuae m what will proflt. 

In the battle, his terms seem to haws been bitwm away; but he 
deals thorn liberally In the dock . 


Ka haw lottie pbk our fToia the itda 
Serni drive c\ I <«lrat« itto* wkch sewn «ad riU * 
Thar left h*n<i the esJluna iron auiSe, 

The raiSUng mllec Krtth fbe right they lift. 


With holflng nheh «w>thw iWsr at hend 
fFnan fitom awoSSh ntwttghtl Msrm in skpi^ 
WTjik*h, wf n Md o*«r, the salt sea Wee WHhwasd, 
And diem ridngt^ 


Some thf gaii’drepst whh dawhy taa»liai 
Or 060? ^eUrth noesm with ewant Uroewdee e^st* < 

To tif aev ebtr^i oik! into the Wia4» 

And one below thew atie nr etvfXoess nowe. 

1 ^nppnsd &hS^ IS not one term ^leh emy mder does not wish 

JB& digression 1o the orighm! and pf^nmlieif mri^[atSen^ with 
the prospect «»f Mi adtranenmeut which It shall yeeelfe lri»n the 
Itoynl Bninety, then newly instltutedi xnay be eotwidersd as an ei* 
ample aeldom equaUed of msonable exeummiimd miM rettum 
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On« line, hewem, leave* m d&oeateeM ; Iib eaya, iltai by ilie 
help oi the |iltileaQph«]% 

Which he ia eeskstrainod te etflaiii ha* iM **iy etoo|e exM 
meawe of li heoeme Bfyto’h lowrnwiB 

nnd geidN* to have lahowod wteee M hnvo mim 

by expl^ning longitndei that Telia 4^ net tmm ^ hleae of 

li& ^escrln^oA, of the fire U lelhidi vri^ BMsdlitatioii, 

out of a mludlbotter formed to meiiii thwli iaMh fhe eonlSagra" 
tion of a dtr, vidth all ita tuttulhi of diatvep, in one 

of the most uteadfhl fl|Msctehlei^r|ddl tShIt Voffd can dlfor to iminaa 
eyes ; yet it aeeala to ndse Bitle emotion io tliolMrafet of the poet ; 
he watches the tase hdaUt te ti|b^, with noWa relleo> 

iion, and uoif « iiittile, till et Iwt he meetii the for whom he 
makes a spaeoh* rather Mienn In h thne ao bm^; and then follows 
again the pTOgiw of the trn , « 

There howerer, in this pat^ soihe passOges^Miat deahnre at- 
lention^ m in the hcglnnlng i ^ ^ ^ 

7h*Oil!0eH»iorhadto4iian«k^ , 

And lifciEiinTt stSfe^ wM Uttd t 

AU wsi to* Ki«ht^A w m aw «h«at wsfo 
Bo twiad sen or Ihu^ 
lA iia« dwp odw * 

The expmdon, '^All was the K!||htV’ hi Seneca, 

who remarks On YtTg^VB Hne^ 

<)Widsjaflei!is«Aat, tdscMa foaipMfta oiiS«t% 
that he might have conolnded bettor, 

(haslanoctls cnat* 

The following quatrain is dgorom and animated : 

• 

<X%ie g))ofts ottrsitom IGtom ih« br%» OtseenA 
Wm Oold AuuUto 

^ Alawt tl«e« Into* woe tlwy 

slag tb^ aabmthiiotwivhhUdliO vohe* 

Uis prediction of iho ImproTmne&lsl^ieli ohhS ho made in the 
ncw^mty is dmnt andp^tieid, and arith an frent which poeta 
cannot always boast hat been The poem eon* 

chides with a slmHe that might htTO better been <tt|l|tod. 

X>ryden, when he wrote tiUs pom, seems net yeclnlly le hsTe 
Ihrmed hit tmiidcatioti, or settled his lyotem of pvmiety. 

from this time haaddicted himself mmost to the stsge, 

*'ie Wldali,’* says he, ** my gotdns nener mndh htddned me/' men^ 
1y ss the most prohtnble market lor po^* By wtitleg tragedies 
In rhyme, be continued to improTt his mction imd his umhm* 

• 
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AcocKtai^if^ U ihe oiiMmi of M vMM Itli imU 

-with gmt ie soitied lite |^W«||>l«i in 

16t6» |>irodtti»d ihxi of Zebe 

injgf to bii« Aco»nn« of tbo iwltt jtbkfe Ito Tymoic 

]b0Vb,^ aHI ibe *'Stnto of Ito oooi^ obtoiiilHi tbo foH 

ifame hm Um 9^ liif it# ib»t o^o boiw 

not ii» usihM ti|mn iho A3b teN6«« H bog JdWb 

oonmiiOM^ ihot i«ntor«o#4inita noioto «n Mob itbir^r 

and ^kitig ptm$99 ato tbo^M ot#ay tolMtod and totoitb«d* 
Thug ib« dcficrtjpitiwti of ibo '*ftii4ilfca Btosiirur,** a»d ibe rwe and 
fall of «^p|t«$n ibd(L*<donou«iil of taxigdg»^ m froouinDy 
xepMtod tl#d any l^aaaia AUfor ojf <*Poja l^abtodan.** 

To ggarob bbi nMi fcff FijgoroM iilHM aAdWtantlouMi alogaiii^H 
Of to ^^x tbo daitok ofunjr Httia Jjkiseg wWob bn imito % cbabea, or 
by a<di#ta|ia», w«ra laboni* too todlong gtttoinnia, 

II# dimatic labou|» did not go wbd»ly abaotn bjj^ tbonfltgi but | 
ibgtW Ftwdl|atod tbb lava of iraaaiatioxi in a prgfaoe to the” 
Bf^liah EpUtleH of Ovid ; otit of arbieb b« f|Hip^»latod Aimnalf^ and | 
anotbM in oonjutN^ion with tba BaH Of j(nl|^vo« \ 

*< Ahaaiom and Acfiitopbnl** # a iroib; an bsn^ tbaf parti* 
culai* ciitician ia aupordodniL If it hm omtaiaiiirad ae a poem poll* 
tioai and oontroT^rolab be foond to oompdto all the exeel* 
lenoM of wbiob tho sn^tot xa abioeptibk ; ac^oay of 
el^anoe of piuiae, gftinl delineation of «d>airMtorg. variety and 
Tigour of tontuneni, bappy tnmaof langnaggy and plea^ngbarmotiy 
of numberg ; and all theae rateod to n height aa can aoaroely 
be ibnnd ip any other Bitglieb ooxnpo»|tlob, 

Ji ia not boareTer, without fatilts ; aomi linoi are toetogant or im* 
proper* and tca> ntgayare irrelliifioogly lioaniiotpg The cHglnal 
dtroeiure of the jtoexn wga delbdire , drawn to great 

length will alwayg breab * fTbarW nould not nm contintxaUy par^ 
altol with Pavid, t 

The subject bad Hkewlee anoiber InoonVenienoo ; it admitted 
little imagery or d)|»gcrjptioTi } abd a long jpoom of mere aentimentg 
easily becomea todlvus* ; though all the patU ate forcible, and every 
Hoe Kindloa new the mder, If not mltored by the iitter^ 

poijiidon of go<#hM tba toboy* inowe weary o( ad^ 

miration, and defor|HHp^ 

An an apprtoch to truth was neceggary* and aellon 

and catM^ldie were ubt iTtP pogta pet<^ » thgre # tbexetore an 
unplegging dhipre^oriiou batwoeu the beginning atid the end* We 
are alarmed by a Mlon feriued of smnj aecto, raHoua in their 
prindplga* bnt agreeing in their purpeae of formidahla for 

tiusir nutokSm; and totong by their lupnortg ; wbito the Kittg*g 
friende aiw Ibw and wmhr The ohiefg on either pM are eel fonh 
to rSmw^ hwb la at the h#ght» {h« Etog nmltoi « 

and * 


HWmeibdh a Mrjm of new 



hh * i»EwS 


Who <m to tiiuik of wjt-ili % widlc 

U)0»t Atia lofhr Tf|i2ta ot p^hj Awl Of hvm, 

which VAt!^«haft At i»to aSv hnjght blows 

w^ritton lirthJ inw^rticm, 

which, for ito tc%ft<wi|«gf flf «0t?%^0j^S0«h» athj *if w lfv>m«r. 
ya*s©»?il r^»0i^to3io»\ SAW»^ cau $.M 

and Wn a |^i«toTO, 

though it rndtovoiw Iu.iIia wm|?r. mm 

tiuHj catt-ftofc oAtoud ftftfd ikt Sfedttdwfew ^ A 4wpKd«r or 
inoi^ht eaimftfc nmA jk ’to % jtonto df or 

mnltij^lvity of ngonto* ^his mw ibctofe(rh^ »*w# liito to Wl it 
toiWit w»oi^tltth **5r^h<»|»9 g<?nof4&,#to»tood, yto 
it abowndp wth tow<»h4«fWjh of humoroiv* aoA Wli)t4j^to‘<to S&o 
j)iotow of a m%A wht)#^ bio^iiAiiloA» ta mi^ohkf W ht« 

heat, wo hvt ihabaiit^ of wiifhed»oa«» alt^lAjwly 
atod AAd strongly t^lour^jd 

l»er%«r «<iji hht ^ ftwm thin 
h. b# «r«tdh Wui^'^4 }(!¥iii ht htft ttifn d«^teD^» < 

Aiui d Iihift t » yrhi w « 

HUa 1ltoiU*%inimf>fhw & »! hr^^'d, 

4K$n h<?'dwwv'd 
mw»w uao 

BU dO«Qtofbtrooi^)^mt t «irWoitt|u$ti 
Birn igw ^ ind«« 6,h}4^«¥e a iricc^ M 
twd « mu& *»!« «iwii v> i)t. tt kiitm 
tUvifnimK Iwy kATMf fr> 1l5i, tjwnnHi ^isnitrt, 

Ma 4 huo OtiCtisy VO bl<» }a b 1 4 ^rw 
M IttMt AA lintti' ho fti^ ho t ( tt d 
Jtnd.iHlMiwhttk. ev '/ufiiraoQtZ 

1 0 1«!» nt«t to »«♦ 1‘ttigw gt> ht Uvih* 

And r«nh«« h(ou] 4 M #mt \i) n>4!taw 

fhe wh»<yl», by a ima I km aftahl ntatheir anthor 

uod rtm imal<»gscat, ho oaUv ^•AugtoflaUw * ikimt anwg hif* hdp 
pto prodwHlona, lU hn% md iM i< u« v^ tS>o i^ntgularlty of 

hia mntrh, to which tin wirh »f that im?o, however, Wf rn ami^omod* 
What 4» Wif^f a hirt nolHitr mwtfir'out ««| ^tMihciic }U sfcoma 
to Jwk muid him tor wniUi iin caj)in4%4 and whart, ho 

hto ho dwtortft by endeavouring to enUr rfl i hom •*H« lij’ ho «aw, 
"petrified with grid , hut the marble tome^toto relent^ Hwd 
tdbkleiin a joke 

The noto of aft «1t i»«d%rtea try^d, ** 

And wiory nOlttjy oupty^d 

W?th «w»iMiJan*»n uvii <»««««> d 
Hw wunMjMitakal . my Ow> ptky <1 

waaneveif tw»n^ ^waa wttii t i-twir ecwdott 

He to been a Uttlp Irrlin^ to merHmeni) bttoro/ nj>oti ffi© 
{»raym of a nation fm their dying eovetwkn, nor was he aewtia 
enongh to U Htothen fahha oui of hia religton* 

K 
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file Am w«ll wemg M 
* Allitor v« 

AU wottW 1 w*e%rf|W 

*T«it( aIiAUMMU!! M. 

*rho jjrfiv^ff . At I4M pt li^ S#1WIW. wWA'fiwri , 

m» utt^ n0SiSjm^ firm’d 

Inhere is thronflidi^ iiki » 

cat wealth, tn the ccviji^MAa lb Pmm $ 0 b mixk fSmeid wjUli the 
prospect of the aew Ttigh to IsuNwh liaiimM hit ^ ttatter with 
mtieh sinceHty. v. * ^ 

He did not mi»cn^ In thil aMs^t of <^Hher m 

lyric or elegiac poe^y; Hhi pom’Hli^the 
is audoubfcedly the noblett Ode lai|i|oe||e 

The first part flewiCTOh ® tcm»t ^ eolMiMn^ ^Fervet im- 
meaeasqoe rtdt. Att thfAlnMn Indfedem im eqdtL An im- 
perial crown cafinci he one contlnned aiomoofi : the Aeme miMt be 
ted hy e^iesAd^eee T^t^lle ^ 

« In t^1fM m$»t CMtid'i 4a% Mifh la Icetin the 
of the second^ tfihrh Ate pnmhto uroieid we ^Hi^ffied any 
ether poe^ lhl!|b<@Aaiis» is Tigotcca e]bgiart» ihengh the 
word dtapa 40 ft la tecMibnMb hBd te rhymea icMtemote mm one 
ancther » ^ ' 

When NttUxfe undmunth ^ hm of laxTing iMm Isyr 
40 J eontd nahd&'ve hpr h««iC 
The ihMd '^ch ««• heord ]dgh« 

A4i$e) ytnwre then 4e»d i- 

That ooM ttnd tMnt and and diy* 

In order to tWe etathiDl 
And ntusIdV pofhrp^ 

From h tramfi fmwmmdf htim&f, 

Thte nnimsidTViiine befim* 

>rooi beenmAV to h»mmf , 

The c<mclihii(m ie .Ml^wiee di41^ bntitMciuditt anliniiid so 
awfnJ in ifcteii^ 4w it wowe Wwilic poetry, nn^loonld wldi 
the antitheehi ’it hod found flome dthor place* 

lh<i lid^bbs hij^ tnovt , 
ihn 4 inthg tto grett Cieiiosr’ci pnAMi 
!3^a4lmhhh«’d stove • 

When the iMt nod ditidMhot&r 
. W9 crombUng ps|mt ebnU dmrour, 

/ ir»inp¥t «b«U be heard oaidgh# 

^honffadehtdl^ve tbel»ijwdte, 

Andmuele sitail uatime the m$* 


Of U$ tiikiU In jbie bHa giten n ^poolih^ |u |il» ^^Sleonorr;* 
ut which the fotjewini linen %>0Yer their author t 
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ndi is Mi 

H liMlw ft Tpift ll|]li|ff#¥i^ jIs 

U^f w&M Mmmm wm 

A% IrlMVt «Qm« Jl^ Alii 

Xm(m $ tkm iX0 SAimd . 

SoocifAtto* voioAk Alii aAAw ttmA^ 

Tlimgli tAwn Atti iMMi lijiMm 

b o^idAl iKt 

"Who thwiy |iet}ian«^ w<m Affining rom% Ik talni 
F«r his l6m ^h, «ad to hii 
So slowly^ % nA^lIiz^ FAM 

jDI 4 matoblon ]B}eonom*0 too 
tfiU ptiiaie A» ^ loiA tlio 

^FkiA is liitifl tieUor tbiA to sa^ itt oiAto W i Sfbtiil;^ tiiat it Is as 
gt«i»i as k ties; or of a br^pli^ Ibat it ii>atfia» afaiien* as a liter 
vatexf a c&mkry* 

l^^en < 9 m^mm that IlA 4id tM kaoir ihaUij^ wliom ha oala- 
brates >* tba praise l^eifig thmtoe inatitably fixes no im* 

fiesaioii tiFait the iN»aaar> nor axoites a»y taatoAf ^ nor 
snaoh deiiirs bf imita^o. ICnonlodga of &« iioJ^aot Is io the poet 
what dutahle mtetim aft to the arehitof* 

The '^Bsligia Uiel/’ avhitih hoitoaa its tHlalM the *'Ka%io 
lladier oi Broima. Is alakost the ahl; woileaf ia^ea which caa 
ha ooiisidMl as a tohtatai^ atositisi; iutbas^ iMefbra, it might 
he hopedy that tho efFt^gmoa of hb 0p^ mAi he lauad. But 
tmhappBy the ai^jactis mh^ aigi^ntalbw thA^tical^he 

fA^H y a |i^pS!4wt*f!eii A ea^Brioii dhq^wletlfleik i' 

, And this ottfiioUSfe^ilfai^ 

Mt, )i9vtnf«^ M * «f ccM* 
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tot whifili III Mtk th0 ^mn, 

weajc«&0a foO Totde, mtox i^icmiled tim pmiptetit^ of ; nor 

will it Im taw to find uotlMr mwtBy (ui^^ kf thU toiddle Mad of 
writing w)ti«\ ’thoi^ mtotto n togrii jwm'riiiNi to pootiy 
in otben, and aeitbir wtoHy to |a0 iq3t«>'it*^ dOOt^ atog the 
ground. 

Of the eama kind, «0 n^|t» tH|>titrift|MX itike "Sind end 
Panther," thO iengeehOf vf Ollimti ** OHegorjr, 

intended to comprise ^ 4emHm ammrmyMtuea the 
Bomaniete end ProteiMnato, flte wfiwwe dtbe weak itdnjndlcione 
and fof wluitf <Al!Mb lOtOfo IliBfiitkat 

KZld tTrStr^lJr^irriepe md 

ooimcil) H« mm$ In tno nm.1 #»po« of nr- 

gnmont, endeaiFon» In {fo nnaewi^ an inMIiyo jndge, 
and rej^adinH Hia immt of nnSt^o la weak 

enough to aekp 4diM» m fee irltliant jmening liovr* we may 
not have anlnfiiQi^O junmrlng wfiarel 

The due ifnie if afinid In dnnicnt tk0 coounon brooV, 

because she ma^r fm mtMi} bufji UrASMng botee witb tbe PantMi, 
talks br the «r^ oi tbo JTwnn# al last daolamiierselt 

to be the Cal^ile ObAft^ ^ 

fhis Abtnr^^ wm fe>7 pfdfevl;)^ liidloulnd in $be Moxtao’ 
and **0oanti7 Houie’' of JKoi^aguf and P^{ and In ibe detec** 
tion and is^x^m of tflw of tb« bot^ Me&y ooasbts 

the ralue of tbeif peritaia^i Wbicb, wbaitmiv it 

might obtain bf tho off tampowjr uamlMt saoiuap to readers 
almost a eexxttm ^itaald ^ volt Ibrolble or animtatede 

Pope^ whose JUMptbat j^naps alUile b;iWII1>r ihoaobjeot, 
used to roen^oA hs the mo^t cotfeet spemmen of J>iw> 

den's vorsificaticm. It iwlhdeOd wHiim whan he had aemPletely 
farmed his manuerr mtmafha s^^pised to eaddbilv itegugence 
eaeepted, his 4fllbei«0ia|«l t^l^ate sobame of metre. 

We may ^hare^re reasatiabiy that be did not approve the 
pemtual unmmity Hfblch c^nel ^he senbo to oonplel^ since be 
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A mjll;*irbi|e,llmd, immortal and wnohaujr'd^ 

3?ed on the and in |he Foiesi ran/a 
Without nnapett^, Inseoeut wStbSUp « 

Hbe fear’d »o #xr she knew no aim 

Tet hadm ei|l>een obesM with boms and hetind% 

And Scylii|an ^afb, and many winged wounds 
Aim’d jjd m heart } was oMi foroed to fly, 

And daaibff |o dea&i^ thot^b fated not to die. 

These lines are ln%k elegant^ and musical, notwithstanding the 
interrupUon wf the paiwe» of whieb the effect Is rather increase of 




Appear m%k 

N«yer van $o detett'jl a MW I J 
Aiad |»S^ IIP 


9ifn Tiw cW 

& xM he** 




Hb^axiil AaxMar nt^ iJu^^yiiKr mii ©^WfaiNi tiiuil iMM gp 
io ofanteliy ifrtixly 1|i!% IbiMW^ SI nv^ «f 

iMljoslus fMjtiPf : j, ^ 

ThM ifciA ^ tatinaalii^oW 
Aad ftiaxL^ ttb Adacbt naxoiaft arnqr b4iiiti» 

We)h0 wevt^ mn^i mit mriQ m MliiMi4«Mbe 
A ftlimy'boctt, md ftm , 

WM ikr tel «ieep2«* «!i 4 lllalr Mm 
la tliaif iiillea <)asryeilii^«all4it^ 


Kor <»xi T ibink wbat tboti|^ts tki^ atli 
Bat» if ihay <;MBk all« *tm mtn no hl|f!i6r 
Than mtster . pnt in mMmt ^ 

SonUi that nan «i»roe famo^ ^ekr num of liiAI'i 
So ilmiori iO dlvialUo ane Hhiif 
Ab wb«dd boat tl»t« poi^ 

Buob wmkr u bom IhlngB 

Ab miSty boa Io ^oavon oyoiiiitg ; 

Hiriko in tko <iark» ojS«n4i»g but bv moo^ 
tm iko bUmlilcild bloim td 
Thoy lMif no boiogi and bnO h(m i lOxbio ; 

To taom tlifi Hind and «ro m Oani^ 

One moTo iiuiUnce^ uOd tbal takna f!roni ibo iMtffnllTd navi^ 
yrkmatyle mm more in kis^oioei wUl eliew bow llo<Miiij bO kept 
hlR lesolutiofi of heroic digmty. 

For when the herdi aniho'^ late 
To ferney heathi and to their forent 
She made a inanneHy eaenae Jta 
Praflering the HIM to 'whii h«sr Sit lie tey J 
That, einoe the sky waa olear^ an imr of mk 


Hor had the grateihl B;ind m soon h»«ot 
Her friend and fellow^sulEtm in the {dot 
Yet, wondering how of late ahe KiNnr esiWBg^d# 
Her fotehead mu4f and her oewtenee rmifli 
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Bbe thouflU thb luyor th* txsmovL would praieut 
'Vo leans. Aot aeokvfe cause of discouteut, 

Wlkli^ well alse Kop’d migU be with ease i»dwBB*d, 
Ckmaidoxiug her a wdOi-bred civil boaBt» t 

And snore a gentlswoman than the rest* 
some oonunon talk what rumetm tani 
The lady of the spatted muif began. 

second and third parts ha professee to have radnoedie dio- 
ikM\ snore toiliar and more suitable to dispute and convamtion j 
the dj^erenoe is not, however^ very easily paroled : the first haa 
iamiliar, and the two others have sonorous^ lines. The original iu- 
congndiy rune through the whole; the king is now Cat^Tf and 
now the Xyoa; and the name i*m ia given to the Su|amie Being. 

But when this oanUdtational aUburdity it forgiven, the poem 
must be oonfieased to be written with gr^t smoothnen of metre, a 
wide extent of knowledm, andabund&t InultipUciiy of images; 
the oontroveray is embeUiahed with pointed aentoncea, diversified 
by illustration^ and enlivened by salUes of invective. Some of 
the fimta to which alloaionB are made are now become obscure, and 
perhap there may be many satincal passages little uuderitood. 

As it was bv Its nature a work of defiance, a composition which 
would naturailybe examined with the utmost acumony of criti 
dsm, it was probably laboured with uncommon attention, and 
there are, indeed, nf^ligences in the subordinate parts. The origin 
nal impropriety, and the aubsequent unpopularity of the subject, 
added to the ndicnlousnesB of Its first elements, has sunk it mto 
nedeot ; but it may be usefully studied, as an example of pmdical 
rauooinatton, in which the argument sufTers little from the metre. 

la the poem on ikt £ifiA ihi Prince e/ "’Valetf nothing u very 
remarkable but the exorbitant adaUtioUr and that insenimdlitv of 
the precipice on which the king waa th<in standing, which the lau«> 
reat apparently shared with the lest of the courtlcm A few 
months curod him of controversy, dkmissod him irom court, and 
made him again a play^wrlght and translator. 

Of ♦‘Juvenal" there had been a trpslation by fjtapylton, end 
another by Holiday ; neither of them is very po^oal, Stapylton 
is more smooth ; and Holiday is more esteemed for the leamiubm of 
his notes. A new Tendon was proposed to the poets of that tlMji 
and undertaken by them in conjunetiem. The main design was con- 
ducted by Dryden, whose reputation was such that no man was un- 
willing to serve the Muses undmr him. 

The general character of this translation wBl be given, when it 
is said to jprmrve the wit, but to want the dignity, of the original. 
The peciifiai^ of ^ JuvenaV' is a mixture of gaiety and stateliness, 
of^inied aeStenoes, and declamatory grandeur. Bis points have 
not been negleeted ; but his grandeur none of the band seemed to 
consider neoessary to be imitated, except Creech, who undertook 
the thirteenth satire. It is therefore perhaps possible to give a 
hotter ef that great aatuist, ereit in theme pads 





which Drydett hiU! him«elf translated, ioiiac which 

will nevcrhe excelled. ; ' 

With Juveaal im phBfiahed 'Pereintf i^dmlitedTrhoth Dry- 
den, This iiwfe, though, Uko j0 otW pri^Kl«&^ it 

may have shinini'. see# iV'havo for 

wages, in an uniform mediocrity, without tih ei^^^C'iad^yohr after 
excellence, or lahorioiis edoit oHhe iriindi ' 

There wanders an opinion among the readers of poetry, that one 
of these SftfMs is^ah isatecfcisc oftlesohddl. that ho 

irahtdated it at eohoM ; hut not that he piaSidHrea or ^thlmod the 
Jnrenile porformimce^ ’ ^ ' ' ' 

Kot leiig tfteni^tdfr he undertook ddrhape ihSfr nirdtMma 
work <of its kind, a trahsiation of V^ir^, !6r^whi^1&e h# 
how WeH htS was ^jhsiililShd by; his Tetsion O^tho Foll% and IWn * 
epkedes/'one of ^i»a» Httryhlnft end the other of Mezentius 

andlia^. v”'V"^ ^ 

Ih the compatison dIfttonOT sAS Th'g^>^W ekoeV 

ienee of Homer k elevatioh and ocmpyeheiMon of ' thoughi and . 
that of Virgil is grace and splendonr of diction. \The beauties of 
Homer are therefore difhetilt to be r^inei The mafesyiittbkof 
sentiment is safe by Its shiidity, bhtthc blosiiiiomshf elociitihn easily 
drop away^ The anther, haTxng the choice of fai^'foijjn Images, so-' 
locts thh»6 he can best adorn ^ the tran^ater must, id all hlaaard^ 
follow hii original, and .express th<m|j^te wldch pethaps ho wow 
not hare chosen.^ Wheh'to this primairy difhedltf is Jidded the in- 
chn venieneo” of a langaage so much infmor fh harmphy to the Latin, 
it caiRiot. bo expoeM that they who read Georgies and the 
JJneid should be mn.^ deljghtiim with any torsion. ^ 

All these Obstacles Dryden sa#, And all these he determined to 
encounter. The expectation of' his woik was und^^ubtedly great ; 
the nation considered its honotsr ik interested in the event- One 
gave him the difereht editions of his auito, another helped him in 
the shbordinato parts. The argument of the several books were 
given him by Admsdn. 

The hopes of the public were not dh^ppointM. He produced,** 
says Fbpe, **the most, noble and spirited translation that I know in 
anf languagd.'* It certainly excelled whatever had appeared in 
English, and appeani to havO satished hh friends, and, for the most 
pan, to have silenced hia enemi^ Hilboome, indeed, a olergymauj 
attacked it,** but ISb outriigi® seem to be the eb^liticms of a^ itoind 
a^tated by dtronget rest^tment than bad poetry can exrite, and 
previonriy resolved not to bo pleased. - ' 

His erithto iStendflbnly to the Preface, Piiattdtals, and Georgies ; 
and, ajthd professes to give his antagonist ali;; opportunity in re- 
prisal, he has added his own version of the fim andidbUTth Pasto- 
rrilf, and the tfkt ^rgic. The world has forgotten his bobk ; hut, 
»ince his attempt has riven him a place in Hteraiy hfetory, T will 
preserve a specimen of nis criticism, by iiiaerfcsng his remarks on the 
invocation before the htst Georgio, and of his poetjy, by annexing 
Meowhivtoiwn-'"'" 
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tdiikM (I h:^m< when t» 

‘ * vTlM>lhiitf^alif<»U, ati^ wh^nUA>it<w thew 

Q»i«d^y, they say, to sttimbk the -ilimhold ; but wii&l hfUi a 
pleutfotxfi Wve^>t todo hero I "Virgil Wild aot pretend to pife- 
BOribe rules for that whioh depep4s t^i.the hmbaitdumn's oare, 
bat the disfH>sitio» of iUmpn alto^feth^r. the plenteous 

crop depends Bomewhat on ibe |[eed method of tillage ; ajrid whop 
the land’s ill natnrM, the com, without a miraole,? can be but iudif- 
forest ; but the Inutwuuay be ^ood, which is its properest epithet, 
tho’ the huiilnindman’H skift were never indii^brenit. The ne^it 
laentence is too HbmJ, and whou ^to plough had, behh Virgil's moan* 
ing, and intelligible to every body j*and when to sow the cffr% is a 
needlesB addition/- / v. ^ 

' ' ' ' " ■ ' ■ ' 9 9 

Vcr. 8. , . ■ , ^ 

The care of «h«ep, of o«ea* nt kine, 

Acd whea to g«ld tHc lemhs, tfud sheer tJ»e ewiae 

would as well have fallen under the c-um 6<;^^m, -ywV rifiuc hohhdo 
?{t ^eron, as Mr* J!)/j oi partiouiars/" 

rm. 5- 

The hiith and geiiitt« of the fruK^t bw 
i alug MaiccniW, «u4 1 «!s»g to thee. 

But where did experi^fUm everaiijuify Mrth or what 

ground was there ibr such Skfytm in thift plo je? liow much more 
manly i« (?(/y%V version r 

What uiaUes rl^ ^outida in is hat oeleaMal «igu& 

Tia good <0 plwgh. aiul raayry ehon with vine#; 

What hesi fits oatth), Ki*ti what Jjheoii agrecau 

And several, artA iinprc iri.^g trugal beci): 
i Bhig, Mseewtas. 

Which four lines, iho^ faulty enough, are yet much more to the 
purpose than hlr, I),’s six.” 

■ Ver. S2. 

ftom fields aad.thouutains to my song ropait. 

I^’or nmw, mllmo'M Lpemi ^ — 

Teiy well explained T 

V^. 23, 24. 

^ fnvenfor P tllns of the fartehlftg oil, 

Thou founder at the plough and pluughtsuan^s toUl 

Written fts if fW. had been Pailat* invmUott». fht piouffkma%''$ 
IqU’s impertinent” 
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Via. as.* 

cl yy r j ttt ' ■■ * ■ ■ 

Why uplby wliiioiiiiiitf 

9 ,ailptun in iho tm^ fSd$$He &md liiilZf so Ye(rjr like 

n thi^ud f Or (M noi fir. of ihsi^l^Jid usM 

often for mam$ and hatkmdlii et funerals foime5tly> or for 'Mawt* 
vaiUt ) if so, n dufi 

'■ ' ‘,V,'* - ' 

♦ TN royariM^nouro, iad ijwriMkse tl» ^ 

What’s meant hy th6 '$^r * 1)14 tjio ff^d* o^,^04d«r#£i ii4^ 

mors or da^p ta houm to itt Or hotfr Cfm or^d liwn Minify 

rur&l hmauni Is this to or atnue mautAarf 

l*he naxt mipki is borrowed f^in^%jr/Ay» i B^pj^rbecaase (mto 
iht, purp0S€lihm ordinarj.** ^ ♦ 

\er.M. 

Thi' patron af the irorld, and Rosa’s |fecn}£«rgiuird. 

' TtUe, and none of no morh than the sense of the pm^mt 

couplai ; fto aj^^ain, he interpolates Virgil itith "that ami &e rpk^nd 
eirdt} oj tie ^ear to ^nidt pomrjnl ymmiffMt rdmk thou ntrefe'st 
ar&und ; u ridknloi^ Ladnim, iaid xo in" 

deed the whole ^nrioti h hut one piece of and as 

those who lay it with the onpned mnst dnd’/* 

» -^Vor. 42, 43, 

And AhsU, r«aisa the fiiSGti Of the eaii. . 

Was ho coiiml (itilUtator there! ' 

And Yntty virsltii for thy hel thsU itrivs. 

Both absurd interpolations.'^ 

* Ter. 47, 4S. 

in the void of Heakven n pUujo is 6ea< 

Ah h«ppr» t> — were tbatphioeferlhse} 

But where is tkai mid ! Or, what does our irkuthdor mesh by it t 
He knows what Ovid s^s God did to pment ^ichlf;^bi^ in Heaten ; 
p<arhapa this was then forgotten : but Yir^U ti^kg more sensibly.” 

Ver. 49. 

The scorpion ifeady to receive thy !avi. 

Ko, he would not then have goUtu out tg Ate mg so fast 
K 5 
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*V6r. 56,, 

T&oiigh P»0qf|dnc »ffeclih« 

Wlk&ittAd^ her tlien ao ttn^rvviik Atcedei^huf, to pMFaxtibg to 
retoxn t Bha v&a now mosM to Poi^m niuto tibe determmtioni 

of FitU,t»^^ilmfondidh^r*$i4fi^ 

6i, $% jii 

lntflreittosi'wtolhi<rat^<^ > 

Aiid«ie^iad|bd^^hfl»|oftr|i<ftr^ } 

VnAeh a Much « mretobad ;i»eiifermn of n^it thought or 

rto« would hoto bloali^d !mt Mr. Og^g makes os some 
amcn^ by bis better lines : t 

to loy J 

I Pij^* poor toteodmcn's itflalrs. 

Amd »ot« m If trinlUfSid, luisr our prsyers. 

This is and to the jmrpote / febe other, poor fiixMum stuff 

t 

Such were tifa strictntes bit Milbonmo, wbo found few abettors, 
and of whom it may be reesonsb^ imagined, that many who fa* 
Toured bis design Wfere ashamed or Ms inaolenoe. 

When admimUon hi^ imlWed, the translation was more coolly 
examined, and found, like all others, to be somdtimas erroneous, 
and eometimoa licentious, ^bose who conld bnd faults, thought 
they could aToid them; andltNr. Brady attempted in blank verse 
a translation i€ the iSineM, which, when dragged into the world, 
did not live long enottgb to^* J have never seen it; but that 
such a veieion there is, dr to ^1^ catidogue in* 

formed me. 

With not much betto tocess, Trap, when his Tragedy and hla 
Prelections had given Mfl^Jwbut^ibn, attempted another blank 
yersion of the iBneid ; to which, notwithstanding the slight regard 
with which it wee treated, he bad afterwards perseverance enough 
to add the Bde^es and Ofeor^os. His books may continue in 
existence as long as it is ^e.dandestine refuge of school boys. 

Since the Bn^lsh ear to ba^ aocustomod to the mellifiuenco of 
Pope’s numbers, and thS diction of poetry has become more spleu* 
did, new attempt have been made to tranidate Virgil ; and aQ his 
works have been attempted by men better qaalihed to oonpmd with 
Bryden. I wfU not engage myself in an invidious comparison, by 
opposing one passagb to another ; a work of which theta would be 
no end, and which might be ofceu utfonaive without use. 

It is not by cftmpadnff line withline that the merit of great worlm 
is to DC cstimatcih but by their general cdects and ultimate result. 
It is easy to note a weak line, and wiiUi one more vigorous in its 
place ; to dud a happiness of exproi^ion in the original, and tranw 
plant it by toce into tbo Torsion I but what ia giyon to the parts 
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may be fiubdncted from the imd the reader may be weary^ 
thotigh the critic |o*y comnienMl of 'imagination excel by 

thoir ellarement and delight ; by their BOwer of attracting and do- 
tiimog tha ii^ntiom That bonh hi geod in^ mdh’ 1d»e 
iwider thrown %my. Ee mtlyie &e;ma#fer; nrhe nSind in 

pleasing captivity ; whoae pag^ M ^tWhd with eagetnesSj and in 
in>pe of new pleasure are perii^ ogam f and whose conclusion 
perceived with an eye of uorri#, luoh da the traveller casta upon 
departing day. ‘'v ' ‘ 

By his prop^on of this .1 lyifl com3eni that 

Bryden Rhould M tiied ! of t^Sivhich, dio opposition to reason, 
makca AricwBo thodwfliug and the|i|i4diafi Italy of this, wixicb, 
injie|ianco of oititicm, couMaims the aovmreign of th^ 

Hia last work was hiS FaU&i In wbich he gave us the first ex- 
ample of a mode of .Wtbjl? 

renovation of ancient thetr tangmjga Thus 

the old poem of bew iew-d^fjwSmd hy Ihwe.hJcki and 

BemL The works of Chancer, upon which this kind of rejuvenes- 
cence has been bestowed by ne<|Ulre little criticiwn. The 

tale of the Cock sems hardly worth; revival ; flUii, the story of 
Pahxmon, and contaitting.mt Action, unsu to the times 
in which it ia placed, can haroly bo sa|f^ed to pa*^ waho^^^ 
sure of the hyperbolical wrameildation , Which given, it 
in "the generfl Prefiw^c, and in a poV^oat a where 

his original fondness of remote, onn<^i^ se^iteR ip, h^ye revived. 

Of the three pioces borrowed frinv,BPc(«toe^,^'^^^ may bo 

defended by the celebrity of the slo^. fl^an and lIohoH^i, 
thoauh it contains not much morsd; ye^a<!oldcd opportunities of 
striking description. And wA fo^my a tale of such re- 

putation, that) at the revival k'lttUt^ it fianslaied into Lutiii 
by one of the /AtoMs, 

Whatever subjects employed his pen Rtill improving our 
measures, and embelllfehitig our Ianguag<^ " ' ' " 

In thi^ volume are interspersed some sliW original pohms, which, 
with his prologues, and ftoUgs, may be comprised b*' Congrove's re- 
mark, thnt A^ctt those, if he had wn^itteja, else, would have 

entitled him to the praise of cxcelleuco Id his kin^l. 

One composition must Imwcv^be dlstiug^hci’ Th« od(f for Sf, 
Bay, perhaps the last efiort of tia hAs been always 
oOpsideTed As cxhilntin| the highest' fiigfi^ ,hf and tbe «x- 
actflst nicety of art. Tnis allowed to statj^ WitbAit a rival. If 
indeed there is any excellence bcytuid it, bthesr of Bryden's 

wdAs that excellence must be found, CompSiSd ^ith the ode on 
KllU(jr^>^f it may^ be pronounced perhajw stipiarior the whole, 
but without any single part equal to the first aftAnm of the o/ho»i 
It is said to have cost Brydcn h fortnight's labour ; but it clot\^ 
not w'ant ite negligences ; Borne ot the lines arc without corres- 
pondent rhymes; a defect, which ! never dcieoud hue after nu 
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ae^naiiitance of many yeaw# and which the enthuBiasm of the 
wi'itor might hinder him from perceiving. 

Hia Jaat stiuiKavhfiB las oxnotbn than the farmer ; hat it k not 
leas eiegftht In the diction* The condi^on k vxdoiut ; ihh moaic 
of HmdAew, which a mtfHftL to Ue had A 
phoiioai powd'f that of which cfTvr a^ umt i dmn^ had a 

real effefit ; the crown thonefore couJd md reasonably he divided. 

In a general s^arvey of ilrydea'ylabottra, he af|>cani to have a 
mind very comprehend, ro hy and much enriched with 

aC(]uired knowledge, , I|1t cbmptf dona t^e the (dfecta of a vigorous 
genius operating upoU largo . 

The power that predominA)^^ in ;hk intoll eofcual operations was 
rather strong mimn adMibility* Fpon'aU oecamons 

that were 3 >rcsented, rather tliau fdt, and produced 

Bentimeiits not such »a iwtUr# hut meditation su^^diee* 

With the Stride and ulofiJeuW pswsions, as they spring aepusw^ate i© 
tlio mhid^ he Heesns ntrti much adquain^* and seldom deecrihes 
them hut as they are ao»||fpUmed by tlm vamuflrektious of Rociety, 
and confused in the t^ults and agifcHtbmS cd life. 

What he says of love rnay coutiihute to the explanation of hk 
character : 

iiOY.* VitlOn* rfiindrf dop8 VAjiou^fV : 

1 1 jtnT» ip prr** a'>a0in« -ei'ai o- rim. 

jLiXa tliiMC of on the ftiut .aid ; 

lim r.ifittiif /jAtoet «.' u » Jtmde : 

• A ftn» ^very 

Wnh ]'Hde It mtmiUs, ut --jitt u 

Dryden’s wfttf not one of the Lu\«, aa it RuhRiat*^ 

In itii'clf, with no teudmiicy hut in the portion loveid, and wihhing 
only for the cormpoirdfeht hindnm ; f-mh fjovo aa Hhnts out all 
other iiitere-f, the Love of Oolden A‘'v, W'usiou soft and subtle 
tn put Ijis facnJtio-j in motion, Ht? hardly coiiCoived it but iu hiR 
furbuiotii elh-rvcHccnw with mm-.e ^'’-her de*iUu^; when it wan cn- 
lidined byrnMlry, or oUtructeu by diilK'ulties ,: when it invjtgv»r<itod 
ambition, <)r cxaRperated wCT*gi 

He lis thercfnf'j, with 'all his 'variety of rxctUeucu, not often 
pathvtic: and had .iiUJe i-.mHibildy of ilie p(jwcr of cHusionfe 
pincl) ufiiiiruL that he did ,|iat cittcem them in others.* Sucpiiciry 
gave jjiru no nleanaro ; i^. for the first j)art of hUlife he iookod 
on Otwuy with cMitcmptJ'ithtmgh ut Ja«L indeed very late, he cou- 
d that in hi» pky thiiri- frafi Xrttif'rt f -if/' jV'/ u' *hi'j hr(^,H,Uj 

Wo do net always know our own mm^ves. I aru not certain 
whclher it w:i,ft not ratimr the djlliculty v.!)n h hi' found in exhibit 
ing the genuine operations «f the hcaif.. than a servile suhaussioU 
to axi injudicious audience, that filled hi i play h with false iiia|jm- 
iioance. U w&x* iicce?'A^ary lu fix fitunlion; and the mind cfiU be 
efijflAvated only by n^collcotioii, or by curiosity; by reviving natural 
fociitimeuts, ^ impre^iiig new a]*j><jaramres of things t aentonres 
were readier at bis call than images ; he could more easily fill the 
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oar with Hplendid novelty, than awaken those ideas that alnmber 
in the heart 

The favourite exercise of his mind ratiodntftlon ; and, that 
argument might not be too jsooa at iu> he delighted to talk of 
liberty and nepesrity) destiny and oenrii^ence; these he diactiasea 
in the language of the school with «b thE<d3k JirdfuEdlty, that the 
terms whiSi he mm aw? not W is indeed learn- 
ing, hut learning out of plaoe^ ‘ •/ V's" 

When one© he had engagocT^l^mft^ i^^^ thou^ta 

dowodin on either aide j no he had 

always objections and solutio«a;^loej!om 

rem'^-^ive hijio matter for Ids ve^' nhdi without difficulty 
vem for hismaiter, 

In comedy^ for which he pr<db8S%|ditiWfhofc 
the mirth whioh he excites be found so much to 

arise ficom atiy original humour,, nr |i|^Uarily of character nicely 
distinguished and dlUgeMti^punfiued, a^ fr^t^tttridenbs and circum- 
Btance^ artihoes and surprises ^ fr(un jeat«f rather than of 

sentimoat. What he hkd of humflif)US or pwonate, he scanw to 
have had not from nattire, Wt frcim: •feher poet?; if not always as a 
phigiary, at least aa an imitator* 

Next to argument, his delight was ito wild and ihming sallies of 
flOTitimenfc, in the irregular and ccomitrie vioicnee.of wiL Ho de- 
lighted to tread upon the brink of meaning, where light and dark- 
bogin to mingle ; to approach the of awurdity, and 

hover over the abyss of miidcal vacancy*, Ihcdination fiomo- 
timc> produced nemsense, which he khew ; as. 

Move swdftly, Sun, and ily A loveV's ■ 

Leave weeks and months behiu^ thy race, 

Amari4 Hies 

To guard thee from the demons th<i air ; 

My dtimijig sw*ord above them to di^lay, 

Au keen, and ground upon the edge of day. 

And ^;ometimes it issued in absurditit^, df Which perhaps ho was 
not oouj^fCiouK^ 

Then W'C niKm our orb’s laat ver^ jjihaB go, 

And see the ocean leaning on thfe »ky ; , , 

From ilnmno our rolling neighbours we-^shkll know, 

And on the lui|pr world seeuTely pafjf, , ' J 

These lines have no meaning ; but may wo not fi»y, in imitation 
of Cowley on another book. 

JTis so like 'twill sm-'e the turn a« w&l. 

This endeavour after the grand and the new, produced many sen* 
timents either great or bulky, and many imi^es cither just or 
splendid : 
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1 in^ tm u K^nre tot made man, 

%aae law« of sandtudo began, 

Wiieii i(ilW in 

16 Imt baoanw tike fiidng deaii na'er ici«Wi 
!8?b«gr tor to prove it »% tknif 
Let me th’ experiment belbre you iry, ? 

rUobewyon tofchoir^&a«^^todio. . 

, --t^ibere 

And Btood like Cotpat^ms ddfying ^^ovc, ^ 

With hie bfiddfiW<»rd Wdeatbeatmg dowm , , 

WKUe Fate grew pede liost ie abould win tM town, , 

And tnmM the !^*il<kay#of Modark Imk . / 

To moke new doonu^ 0 MMd what it mistook- 

— I beg no pity to this monldoiin&clay ; 

For if yon jB!ite|t ImrtaJ, there it takes 
Pogsesaioii df your earth r ' 

If burnt, and otoOttered m idle air, the winds 
That etrew my dost diffuse my royalty, 

And spread me n’er yonr dime ; to where one atom 
Of mine know there Sebastian reigns. 

Of these quotations the two tot may be allowed to be great., the 
two latter only tumid- 

Of such selection there is no eaii I will aid only a few more 
messages ; of which the tot, though It may perhaps be quite clear 
in prose, is not too obscure to poetry, as th^‘ meaning that It ha^ 
is noble : - "" ' 

No, there m a p^cesgity in Fate^ 

Why still the brave bold men is fortunate ; 

He keeps his object ever fuU in sight ,* 

And tmi asturanOe holds him hrm and right ; 

True, 'tifl a narrow way thait leads to bliss, 

But right betoe there is no precipice ; 

Fear iw^ toh look aside, and so their footing miss. 

Of the images which the two following citations afford, the tot 
is elegant, the secmid magnihoent ; whether either be just, let the 
reader judge : . , ^ 

What previous drops are these, 

, Whicdi Buently each other’s track pursue, " . 

Brightens young diamonds in their infant dew 1 

«, Resign your castle 

— Enter, brave Sir ! for, when you speak the word, 

The gates shall open of tbeir owji accord, 

The genius of the place its Lord shall meet, 

And pow ita t9W W forehead at your feet. * 
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Thaw btmta of exia^avMWioo Bxi^deii^ ctaUft tha "Bsdijali’fi” of 
the theatre ; and owns t^at Imni of MaatiMin ^nd Al« 

manzor oaU ont Cor T^geaape tipon hm ; ,f' but I khew/^ days he^ 
'Hhat they were bad enough to please^ eyeUi when ! wrote uiem.” 
There is surely ta th# he plttUMd hlnuielf aa well as 

his audience ; and that these^ like Hiie ha^ta of other men, had 
his love, though not hk appfobftikhp*!”* ' - ' 

Hehad somethnesfauitsofaltlii^eroiiai^ He 

makes, like almost all ot%r p^ets^^enr m& Qf mAolopr, 

and sometimes connects reB^n and, wle dosely witno^ & 
tinetion, ' '* ■:'/ ' ' 

He descends to dkplay his knowledge: with pedantic astepmtion : 
as when, in translating VirgU, he^saj^^ tack #o the larboard 
and veer starboiwd and miks work/Vof rh^ue spoon^ 

ing before the wiiad.*'--Hfo Vailly now and tBoa his 

ignorance: - ^ 

They Natun^s k&g ihrough 3f stum’s epthn Tfoo’d i „ 
n«vQ»'d they view'd him lesm^dfo^tM eyai* t 

He had heard of reversing a telesoopef atid unlacldly^ revetaes the 
object. 

He is sometimes unexpectedly mean. When he desoribes the 
Supreme Being as moved by prayer to stop the Fire of juondon, 
what Is his expressxou 1 

, A' 

AhoUvw crystal pyramid lie takeat . , . 

Ixi firntatnanud wtulera Sipp’d aberra, 

Of thia a broad eatinguishair he malted, 

And hoogi the flamei! that to thtbr ^lUany f trove. 

When he desedbos the Last Day, and ^wldecisivo tribunal, he 
intermingloa this image ; 

W'hra rattling bond together Sy, ‘ 

Ffom the four quarton of the sky; 

It was indeed never in his power to resist the temptation of a 
jest. In his elegy on CromwcB, ^ 

Noatoooer was the Frenok man’s cause embraead, 

Than the light Monsieur the grave Don outtreigh'd. 

His fortune ttimcd tiic scale-— — 

He had a vanity, unworthy of his abilities, to i^enr, aa may be 
suspected, the rank of the company with whom he lived, by the use 
of French words, which hdd then crept into oonversatioii ; such as 
frakhaur for coolnt&s, fougm for turbulmm, and a fSsw more, none 
of which the langua^ has incorporated or retailed. They con- 
tinue only where they stood first, perpetual wakxungtt to future 
innovators. ^ *- 

These are his faults of affeefcaUon ; his foults of negligence are 
beyond recital. Such is the unevoundk of his compositions, that 
ten lines are i;'eldom found together without something of which 
the reader k hdhamedi Hry£m was ne rigid judge vf hk ewa 



^ 32 : 


IJTEIB OF THE rOKTS. 


pjtffQS ; he »tni|gjed after raprciito t^xcelleaco, but Bxiatiohod 

In haste wM.ym witain liis reaclii apd when he could content 
others, was hihuself consented. He did not heei> pwni to his 
mind sm idea of pure perfection : nor compare hi» work®, such as 
thejf with what they niigH he Heltnew to whom ho 

fibuuld he opposed. He had more imidic than Waller, more vigour 
than Denham, nud more naturi thwa Cowley; and fi'om hi« coU’ 
temporaries he was in no dimger.^tJin^n therefore in the highest 
place, he had m care to tiue 'iy ctmtfip<U«g with himself ; but, 
while there was no name above Ids oWu^ ^a» willing to enjoy fame 
on the easaest t^srms. . , 

He was no l^iver of labour. What he thought suiheient, he did 
toot stop to make bettor 5 and allowed himself io l^tave many parts 
unfinished, in coufidencse that the good lines would overbalance the 
had. What he had mae imtteos he dismisi^od fr«»m his thoughts, 
and 1 believe there is no taainple to be found of any corw* 
tion or improyemeitt made by him wfteu publication. The hiisti- 
neesof his productions might.be the effect of neoef'sir.y; but bis 
subsequent neglect could hardly have any other cause than impa- 
tience of study. 

What can be said of his vorelfieation will be litUe mere than a 
dilatatiem of tlm praise given it by Popo : 

W'nJler smooth ; hat Drjdcn tn join 
TUfi varying verse, the full wounding Une, 
ttie long msTch, and energy divhjc. 

Some improvements had been already made in English numbers ; 
but the full force of our language was not y 0 kuowp ! the verse 
that was suiooth was commonly feeble. If Ctmicy had romctiinrs 
a finhihcd line, be bsad it by chaucc. Dryden knew how to chooifc 
the flowing and the sonorom^ words; to mry the |«iuses, and adjust 
the accents; to diversify the cadence, md yet prejsurve the smooth* 
nefeh of his metre. 

Of Triplets and vd Alexandrine^ thnugh he did not introduce 
the tsse, he cJitablmhed It. Ti e Triplet Sifts long subbkted among 
us. Dry den seems not to have traced it higher than to Chapman's 
Homer ; but it i» to be found in Phaer's en in the 

reign of ; and in HaiPs Batires, publish^ five years before 
the death of Slmbctln 

The Alexjaidriuc wjw, i believe, first used by Spem5^.T, for the 
sake of closiug hU afeanxa with a fuller sound. We had a longer 
meaeure of fourteen syllables, into the Jlnead was tJatjs- 

iated by Vhaer, and other uorks of the ituclents by other writerb ; 
of which fhapmaa's Iliad was, I iHilievc, the last 

The two first Iuujs oi Phaei^s third Xncid will exemplify this 
measure ; ' ^ , 

Wfimt Asia'a «taf« ovort^Tomi, and Uegdom uout 

All gftilUciSe, hy the jjow<h wj g-idh ahwe ww rooted out. 

M theie Hnus h»d their break, or ulwaya at iho eighth 
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i^UablOy it WAR thought^ in cottimodioiis to divide tkem : and 
quftfcraiuft of linofl, aUernately* oonsietteg eiglit idiJIdx syllables^ 
mak« tbe mo»t feoft and of onr lyn« ; ae, 

BUMieaiidb^SifcS^ • 

WhjqikV«tio<v«yiii^^tour» 

^0 woirl; poj;^ ^.a^y. 

In ibo Alexandrine, wto w onoe M^ *0TO ppcnjR, 

m were wnpllt written ; and eodietop® 

meafinrea of twelve ijtnd fourteen eyml>les were miOrfdiatiged with 
one another.^ Cowley waatbe tot tJbntioaerted tb^jS^lexendrino 
at pleaaui'O among tbe berotc lines oi ten syllablits, and Urdm hka 
Dryden prof«#ieis to have adopted iiv 

Triplet and Alexandrine are not univefsally appoyedi 
always oenaared lUem, and wrote some lines to ridieule them. In 
oxaniiidng tbeir propriety, 4t is to bn considered that tbe esaencoof 
verse is re^larity* and its ornament is variety, To write verse, is 
to dispose syllables and sounds harmonically by some known and 
bCttled rale ; a rule* however, lax enough to'substitnte similitude 
for identity, to admit change without bmdb. of order, arid to re- 
lieve the ear without disappointing it» Thtw a Ijatitf hexameter is 
formed from dactyls and spondees differently eombined ; the Eng- 
lish Aleaundririe breaks the lawful bounds, and surprises the reader 
with two syllables more than he expected 

The cfToct of the triplet is the same ; the ofU’ has been accUstemed 
t(i expect a new rhyme in every cjouplet ^ but is on a sudden stir- 
prised with threiWhymes together, td which the reader could not 
aceommixiate his voicd did ho not obtain notice of the margins, 
Burcly there is something unskilful iri the necessity of such mo> 
chanical direction. 

Considering the metrical art simply as a Science, and conaequontly 
excltiding all caaudly, we must allow that Triplets and Alexan- 
drines, inserted by oaprioa, are ihterruptiPns of tliat constancy to 
which science a^ir^ And though the variety which they pro- 
duce may very' justly be desired, yet, to make poetry exact, there 
ought to he same stated mode of admitting them. 

But till some such regulation can be formed, 1 wish them still to 
be retained in their present state. They are sometimefi convenient 
to the x>oet* Fenton Was of opinion, that Dryden to ioO liberal, 
and Pope too sparing in their use, , 

The rhymes of Orydentare commohly just, and he yaltted himuself 
for his rcadiuesB in inding them ; but he is sometimes to ob- 
jection. 

It h) the common practice of our poets to end the second line 
with a weak or grave syllable : 

Tog«tn«!r e'w th® Alps methlnks we $% 

Filled with ideuR of fiir 

Bryden somotimesputs the weak rhyme in the tot : 
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tSi the pQwets ihtf &nnir tynimy. 
the «tM« «riBy of tlie «ky. 

Soyili^liilMW he eoiielttdes a |>ex^d er|m||%eikh iiriih itfte toit line 
of ncoti^l^ vhichf though theJ'renoAeeom todeit irro- 

gudstflty, falwaysilh^pkasfleln Bn|li«h' |ioetiy*' . ' ^ r '--" a . , 

*5h> Alexandme, thouspb «i»nh hie ihysoutlibe, ie mt very 
dilimtly hy ht#. . U hiNwh »t the 

9 SiX& eyiiable; which ^he inodex^^lVe^ poeta piel^r Tio« 
late, bntwliach Biyden soiiietiinwi negteoted : v > 

And tvith iwterniU.ihiin4er^ tindtciitii9 h|e thio|^i , V 

Of Dryden’B wortei it ’ww said by Pope, that ^**he co^d select 
from them better^pemOtto of terery mode of poetiy thmx itiijf' other 
English we^T ponld supply/* ho xmUon ever prootwed a 

writer that enriched^hit lohgtta^ withjmch Tariety ctf xhodela- To 
him we owe the ImprovemeTit, perhaps* the completion hf onr 
metre, the rehnement of mat language, and mnch of the coifrectiiLesA 
of onr eentimenta. By him wo were taught ''^iia|>ete k Ihri,” to 
think naturally and express Ibrcibly' Though Davies has reasoned 
in rhyme before him^ it iaay fie peihaps maintained that he was 
the first that joined argument with poetry. He shewed us the true 
bounds of a twslaior^S.libeiiy* What was said of Itome, adorned 
by Augustus, may be applied by an easy metaphor to English poetry 
embellished by Dryden, "lateritSara, invenit, marmoroam, reli- 
^uit/' He found it brick, and he left it marble. 

The invocation before the Oeorgios is here inserted ftkxi Mr. 
Milbourne’s version, that, according to his own ptuposal, tjity may 
be compared with those whidi he censuxm 

What makes the richest beneath what sig^ 

To plough, and wheri to matbh vour eim md vines 
What care with ,docX*», and what with agrees, 

And all the management of frugal hes / 

1 Bing, Mme^nas f To immensely clear, : 

Vast orbs of light, which guide the rolling year j 
Brndius, and mc^er Csm, if by yo^, * 

We fattening rom for hungry vnmt pursue. 

If taught by you, We first the elmkr preSfc,, 

And ihin> itoid streams with sprigfUly Jttiea refrs^t " 

Ye /a ww 5, the present a# of the field, 

Wood fiy^iiphs and f mens, your kinh assistance yield ; 

Your gifts I sing : and ihou, at whose feaf 4 Stroke, ' 

From rending earth the fiery coumr broke^ ' 

OftentMepinne, 0 assist iny artful song 1 

, And thou to whom the woods and groves belong, 

Whose snowy heifers on her flow’ry plains 
In a%hty herds the Cmn Isles maintains I 
Pstii, nappy shsphet^ If thy cares diri^. ' 

B’ef toto|aiW% i .. . .. . , . 
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Imre tliy $roH, - ^ 

And tfitfi thy laoky Ainilfla <mT J “ 

Be Fallas too, sweet oil’s investor Idad ,' 

Andiie whoMttheoi^9^ked |^^oi^deBi|^iM^^ ' \ 
god of ato tiietNJ^ ■ 

Whose hant^ S nOi^x»irn 

' To and loyo' - ;’ f'\^ 

Wottid gtta»l oiR* iiaatni^i Mid oait hnpl^o 
' .Ton, w£oneW]^iw|aih^ntLka^nlai^^8R|fpt^^ 

And with oondemdiig Oloude hkwmi’e the aky^ 

And drop them softly thence in.&oitBiUlt^eif ; 
Assist mr enterprise, ye g^tle pffireiis 1 
Aiwi thott, great C<tnaH thotigh we mffW not yet 
,i ^ Xwig what gods thon’lt &a thy !o% seat ; . , < 

Whetfiir thpii’lt be the k^ tutdar 0d , ^ < > i., w 
Of thy own Borne, or with thy awful nod i, 

^oide the talt wcdrld^while thy ^reat hand shaU bsaa 
r^he fmjts and seasons the tnt^mg year, ^ 

And thy bright brows thy mother’s myrtles wear ; 
Whether then It all the boittidiebs ocean sway, \ 

A nd seamen only to thyself shall pray ; 

TMi, the fairest island, ^cei to. thee. 

And that then may’st her son by mm'riage be, 

Tlidp will for the happy purchase yield 
To make a dowry of her watVy field j 
W hether thonUt add to hearen a hrigUer dy^f 
And o’er the sssim^ iMMlhs serenely shine ; 

Where between Vancer and MriycMt / 

There yet remains a spacious >oo«n for thee ; 

Where the hot Scorpion too his arm declines. 

And more to thee than half his arch resigns; 
lilHiste’er thon'lt be; for sure the realm below 
Ko just pretence to iby command can show : 

Ko such ambiUon sways thy mt desires, 

Though Greece her own Mlysian Melds admirea 
And now, at last, contented Proserpine 
Can albher mother’s earnest prayers decline* 

Whatever thon’U be, 0 guide our gentle course ; 

And with thy smllea our bold att^pts enfiirce ; 

With mo th’ unknowing rmtics" wants relieve, . 

And, though on earth, our sacred wws receive 1 
e 


Mr. Bryden, having reoeivod from Eymet hla ^'Bemarks on the 
Tragedies of the last Age,” wrote observations on the blank leaves; 
which, being in the, possession of Mr. Garrick, are by his favour 
communicate to the public, that no particle of Biyden may be 
lost 

“ That we may leas wonder why pity and terror are not now the 
only springs on which our tragedies move, and that Shakespeare 
may bo moro Bapm mUmm ttoti f mc}i all 
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mil on tlifi ; and gives the resHon, beoawm love is the paasioa 
which in<is4||^ed<.ilDa^ in out souis;, W thit therefore the paa- 
Biona become iusipid, unless the^r aye epnls^mable to 

the thoughts of the audience. But it is to be eoneJiwed# mt this 
passion woi^ks not now among the French so strongly as thh other 
two did amon^ the ancients. Amongst ub» who have a stronger 
genius for writings the operations fr^m the writing are much! 
Btmger for the raising of Shakespeare’s passions isjiiore i^c^^ihe 
exeelleiKjy of the words and thbught^ thiBi the jlisthm hi the 
occatdon ; and if he has been able to pick single occiud6i)s» he has 
never founded the whofe reasoimbly; yet, by the genius of p^try 
in writing, he has fttiooeedlQ. , 

'^Ilapiu attribute^ more to the tha^ ia^ the wordi^ and 
diaeouTse of a tragedy, than Aristotte hm done, who |(la0e» them in 
the Iasi t^ttk of beauties ; perhaps, only laafc be^atwe they 

arc the last product of the de^^i, of the dispMtioji or connection 
of itte parts; of the characters, of the banners of those chmeters, 
and of the thoughts proceedmg from those mahnera. 4?apinilword« 
are remarkable : ^^Tis not the admirable intrigue, Uio Bujprwiag 
events, and extraordinmy incidents, that make the beauty of a 
tragedy'- *tis the discourses, when they are natural and pas«i<mtttc; 
fio are i^hakespearoA, 

** The parts of a po^m, tragic or heroic are, , 

'H. The fable itself ' , , : 

" 2. The order or manner of its contrivance, in relation of the' 
parts of the whole. . 

The maimers, ot decency, of the characters; iu speaking or 
acting what is proper for them, and proper to bo shown by the 
poot- 

4 . The thoughts which express the mannore. 

The words w^ioh cxmresft those th<mgbt«f, 

the last of these Homer ekcok Virgil » Vir^l al! the other 
ancient poets ; and Shafoeijpeare all mrdcra poets. 

'' For the second of these, the otdof ; the meaning that a fable 
ought to have a bcgiimlng, middle, and an end, all just and natu- 
ral ; BO that that part, r.y, which^ Is the middle, could not natuiwUy 
be the beginning or end, and so of the ; all doj^end one ou 
another, like the links of a curious chain. If toTTor and pity are 
only to be rawed, certainly this author folbwa Aristotle’s rules, 
and Sophoclcfi’ and Burlpides’ example; but joy may be raised too, 
aud:that doulxly, cither by seeing a wicked man punished, or a good 
man '%t last fortunate ; or perhaps indignation, to see wickedness 
prosperous and goodness depressed : both these may be pra^taldo 
to the cad of a tragedy, reformation of manners ; but the lost im* 
properly, only as it begets pity in the audience j though Aristotle, 
I^.couihss places tragedies of this kind in the aecond fom. 

" Ho wnb undertakes to answer this excelleut critique of Mr. 
Bymor, on behalf of our English poeto «^inst the Creek, ought 
to doiti^i this mariner ; either by yielding to him the greatest 
of what he edntendfi for, which oonrists in thi»> that the mutant 1 e. 





2n 


tht iesigit cpn<)ttci it» Is moire uX % Greeks to 

tiiotfe ends of Ari^otle Jm pr6|w««v aewmly, to 

atiae ter^r imd pity ; ^et the gtmihg tkkijioes ?iot set tHe Greeks 
a1>dve tl^ 

**Btjt^^eW>6wer to pwe i|xin^ : Jrst^ tjiafe tke fkkle 
is not the j^eatest masteiplece of a tra^y, ikoix^h i| be the foan* 
dation of, it ; 

** Becckdly, tbai other ends as suitable to the natw of tweedy 
may bo ftmud ixi the lhi|Udi, were not in fho week. ^ 
Aristotle placet the fablp flwt ; not pttM Md '^dd 

fmddmnMm / ^ never so mdarSngly contrived to those 

ends of hi»^ pjiy^ aivd tenor, will operate nothing m our affections, 
exo^t the character, maimerfi, thoughts^ and i^ords, are saitalde. 

*^»o that it ifemaina for Hr. Byiaer prove, that in all those, or 
the greatest part of them, we are inlhz^tr to Bophodlea and Burl- 
pidCs ; and this he hi^ Off^rel at, in Spme mesahre i but, 1 think, 
a i!ttl|i||artial}y to the anofents. 

ydrlfae fable, 'tk in the Bngltdijt toore adoanwd with episodes, 
and larger than in the <lreek p^uas ; consequently more diverting. 
For, if the action be !)ut one, and that plain, without any oounter- 
tiim of desigD of episode, t f. underplot, how can ft be so pleasing 
as the EngUab, which have both underplot and a tuWied design, 
which ketips the, audience in expeotatioti of theoataatrophe ? r^here^ 
08 in the Greek poets we see through the whole design ht ffrst. 

** For the characters, they are neitbear so mahy nor so vailotts in 
jiiophbclss and Euripides, m in r'hakam^re and Fletcher ; only 
they are more ada|)tM to those ends of tragedy which AristoGe 
commends to us, pity and terror. 

The manners flow from the characters, and oonsequently most 
partake ot their udvautages and disadvantages. ' 

The Uioughts and words, which are the fourth and fifth beau- 
ties of tragedy, are certainly more imhle and more poetical iu the 
Englisih than in the Creek, w'hich must hs proved by comparing 
them somewhat more equitably than Mr. Kyttiief has done. 

After all, wo need not yield that the Engikh way h less con- 
ducing to m^ve pity. and terror, because they omn shew virtue op- 
pressed and vice punished ; where they do not .both, pr eithm*, they 
arc not to be defended. ^ 

And if wo should grant that the Greeks periormed this better, 
perhaps it may admit eff dkputo, whether pity and terror are either 
the prime, or at lesist the oiuy ends of tragedy. 

"'Tis not enough that Aristotle had said so ; for Ariatotle drew 
his models of Tragedy from Sophocles and teinides; and if he 
had seen ottrsi might have changed hh mind. Ana chiefly we have 
to say (what I hinted on pity and terror, in the last paragraph 
save one,) that the punishment of vice and reward of virtue are th«f 
most adequate onds of tingody, because most condumng to j^ood 
example of life. iN'bw, pity is not so easily raisod for a criminal 
(and the ancient tragedy always ropreficnie its chief person such) 
asit k for an innocent nxan ; and Ihe sufferirig of innocence ana 
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pQiuduiMiit:af the elfender is of ^ neton of l^idi 
ismtim/Qy^ ik iimooenco in tuE^uppy ofwn, offen- 
der Then we are not tonoli^d with the iff my 

Ko mneh as nf lovem V att®1;hi» w*» elmtfit nhlcnowa to 
^ luncienis - uo that they heitM ndnffalAt^ j^eUetl 

which Hr. Eymw hdfarte, bo We j^tfe knetr tn^ the 

beet eeniitton-^aee ofjpity, wMtdi w 

** He therefore unjUBtly hlm^ us for not hnW^ on whnt the 
nneimtB left ns ; for it tkma, niton ooniddemtinxi of the pn^niMM^ 
we have wholly holahed what they beg^l 

«^My jud^ent on tMiJnece hi ihhitlm it extremely leitoOdt 
bat that the author of itli beMer read in the Oroeh than in the 
English poets; thaiall wxit^ <m|ht ioid^tidy this etliiqne^ as the 
beat account I have ever seOh iff the ahd^ita; thilt the model of 
trafiody^he km here j^tren^ h) and eictroanelly coirapl; 

Imt that It -is not the only model tff iJi hn^y^, beeanto it is too 
much ciredonitmhed in ph% charaeters, Im. and, lastly, J|at we 
may be here ju^ly to admire ahd imitate the ffncients, 

without living ikm the preference with ttiuls author, in prejudice 
to our dwtt eodntry. 

** Want of method in this exceHcnt treatise makes the thodghtB 
eff the author sometimes obsonre. 

« Hfe meaning, that pity and terror are to be moved, is, that they 
are to moved as the means conducing to ihe mm of tragedy, 
whioh are pleasare and xnstruotion. 

And inese tWo ends may be thus dlstinguiidied. The chief 
end of the poet is to please ; for his immediate reputation depends 
on it 

" The great end of the poem li to instruct, trhSch is performed by 
making pleasure the vehicle of that instruction; for, poesy is an 
art, and all arts are made to |iroSi 

‘^T^eplty, which the poet is to labour for, is for tbh criminal, 
not for fmese or him whomhd h^a murdered,, or who have been the 
occasion <ff the tragedy. The Uiror is likewise in the j^uniShment 
of the same criminal ; who, if he be represented too great ah offen* 
der, will not be pitied ; If altogether innocent, his punishment will 
be unjust. 

Another obsCnril/is, where he says, Sophocles perfected tragedy 
by introdueing tho third actoy ; that is, bo meant three kln£ eff 
action ; one company singing, or speaking; Another playing cm the 
mnidc ; a third dancing. 

"To make a true judgment in ihS comj^ifci<^ betMxt the 
Greek pOots and the English, in tragedy, 

" Donsidcr, :firSt, how Aristotle has defined a tragedy,, Secondly, 
What he assigns the end of it to be. Thirdly, what he tMnkS the 
♦ beauties of it. Fourthly, the means to attain the end proposed. 

** Ompare the Greek and English tragic poets Justly^ and with- 
out gw^tpity, 

^ Thrill secondly, dStosider whether Aristotle has made a just de- 
^ita parts, of its ends, and ofits beauties ; and 
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Tmhg my oiberi bui; i3m» oC S<^)li^eft| 

Buni44«fl^ &o. inkd or truly oouW dotenuine wbut ail , tlw 
ci^^f tragedy jre, aud >\rWefca they ooua^ 

Kext, shew ii^ wba:t auoienii tra^df waft defidout : &r 6xam|d«« 
m ike uarfOwuQ^ of it| ploi^, &w&e8», i^ersm; audi try 
trbetfeer tm be uot a iml{ ia t%0ra^ wbe^bier tfeeir 

exoeitocy was so great, wbeu tba.yafiety iito TwIWy lo .little; or 
whether wbat they did ym aot veryvei^ to , .. » 

^ tben make a Jxidfixieiit oa ywt tbe Iwd^ added tp 

tbetr beauties : aa, for e;s;ampH upt ovXjiSkf^^e plot, Ntfjedflu aew 
passioas; ^ namely,, tPud^ «a by the 

ciko^ in one example of PhjsedrBy jtited by Mr. Igy- 
mer; and in thitJhow ehort they were jof 
“ Frove also, th#t toyie, b^>n hetalo p«B^%ie dt for trag^y^ 
which (^naot be delfV^ed, beea^ the example alledged of rhm- 

d]^ ; 'and how fax h^ outdone them ho. 

Tpre^a to the of this inquiry : deniodex If pity and 

terrof!telhohgh4iar tragwly to shove: aad I belioye^ Upou a trhe 
definition of tragedy, it ,wlH ho found that iie work ea^teMi,1brther, 
and that it is to inform manners, by a delightful rmseeentatlon of 
human life |a great persons, by way of dhSogu^ & this he true, 
then not only pity and terror are to bp moved^ as odi^ means to 
bring ua to v«1uo, but generally love to virtp^ and hatred to 
tide*, by, showing tjie, regards of omv dUd p|mlabmont|, of the 
other : ftt least, by rehdeidug virtue always amlal^e^ >though it be 
shewn unfortunate; a^d vice detestable, it bn shewn trl- 

^dmphant. ' 

^ then, the' enboui^ement of virtue and diebouragement ol 
vice be the pi^per ends of poetry in tragedy, pity and terror, 
though good means, are not the only. For ml the paasious, in their 
turns, are to be set in a ferment ; as joy, angw, love, fear, are to be 
used as the poet's common places; anp a general concernment for 
the prlncip^ actors is to be raised, by making them appear such in 
their character, their words, and actions, as wUl intemt the andb 
eiice in their fortanek 

And if, after all, in a larger sense, pity comprehends this con- 
oernment for the good, and terror includes detoBtation lor the bad, 
then let us consider whether the English have not answered this 
ehdpf tragedy iis well as the anoiente, or perhaps better, 

* And here Mr. Ky^erh objecUons against these pUys are to be 
impartially weighed, that we may see whether they am of weight 
enough to turn the balancesogaiast our countrymen. 

'Tie evident those ploys, which he arraigns, have mov^ both 
tho^ passions in a high degree upon the. stage, 

d'o give the glory of this away from the poet, and td place it 
upon the actors, seems unj uafe. 

'^Ohe rotten is, bocouBe whatever actors they have found, the 
event has been the same; that jls, the saihe passions have been al- 
ways moved ; which shews that there is saiaethliig of force and 
lueiit in the playB theimielYqs, conducing to the demgn of ndsing 
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li .wi«wk' a fmi Ikft, B«t, 

fcd/jft'ose who if;ih<»y 

ihm l '^d if Ae 

" W(xi^n^^ of Aci, t(^^>o'08tiAJj|$h^^ by 

:- m, if one 'mh df tlio 

ii^mU it to (i%y^ Ahto 

ajgaipat huh 'that it^k j»o,, ‘"' ' ./ ', ^ 

V if ho ui^o, that Ao k dopAvei, hk ai'g^ewtB to 

proyo thk> can at boitt bat <daha that odr pookt<>alf; |ot 'the beat 
way to tai«« those waihiwi bo| eaf^rhm^ ptov^ Mm, 

that th<SBe ifift«iaas, wSiaft tfciey hare tt#d, Jwe b^a mocwfhl, atod 
have th^„ ‘ ' '''..' V ‘ '\; / ' ''*■ 

^'Aad' oiha of that aui»^ iC ii xay opiaiimn^Ma; that 
Bhak^j^afa ,a»d l?letchef have iirtHtea to the ^eiiittsw the age 
aad haiioiji in which they lived; for, though hatgro, aa he id^iecte, 
Is the eatae la ail pWaiv aad reasoa too the saiae ; yet the ciftmte, 
the age, th^ dkj>ofition of the people, to whdm a poet writes, may 
be ao iUtfereot, that what pleased the Oreeka would not iaatialy m 
English audience. 

^And if they proceed a foiiud^op of truer reason to 
pleaae the Athenians, than pliakeapeare and Fletclter to please the 
Jiijglish, it only ahewa that the Athenians were a more jmllciot^ 
people ; bat the poet's business is certainly to please the audience. 

<' ViTheAftr nvir Eodish audienoa have Wh pleased hitherto 
vdth aoorns, as he mk it, or wiA bread, k the question ; 
that k, whether the means which Bhakesp^e and Fletcher have 
used, in their plays, to raise those paesioiis before named, be better 
applied to tpe endaby the Greek poets than by them. And, per- 
haps, we shMl not grant him this wholly r lei it be yielded that a 
writer is nOt to run down with the stream, or to plewse the j!«)ople 
with their usual methods, bnt rather to reform thexr jridmcnU, it 
still remains to prove that oiir , theatre needs this total rmormation, 
faults, which he hiis tend in their d*»sig% are rather wit- 
tily aggravated in many plae^w thaij^jt^j^onably tirged; and iwxmh 
may be retorhed on the Greeks by cUn who wcjre m witty as hiK% 
sell ’, V ; j'" ^ ; 

^ fhey destroy not, if they are granted, thn foVpadaiion of .Ao 
fabric; only take away from the boau^ of AeaymAottyi for 
^ample, the faults in the character of the hioj^ in' "‘lAag and Ko 
King,” are not, as he calls thorn, such as render him duie&ible, but 
only imperfections which accompany human nature, and ^Yi?i for 
ihe mcist pm:* excus^ by the violonco of hit loW ; so ihht they de- 
stroy nni^r pity m- concernment for idm p this answer may be ap* 
|dicd toinoirf of hl» ' 

Ami ^lin, bdm*wlUng xnany murdewi, wh«n he |« ausw^able 
but faroh^^ fe too severely amighed bynim ; for; it adds to our 
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hiftm ^ t!te «»4 bstice b Rot 

Mkcbd niStliet; iot we atab Mm I r ip ftve^ oiftenee 

wiiDi;ai hxt pmidn ; f ^ 'U,mn ot %fm 

audienod^ h Rot la 4»#ii of an ae pe midag 

aahoriwefKfemfeii"' ' ^'''r- a ' jU'^ ‘ 

" Tkat tl»R orlmiaait d&oalt m trke% wkoUy 

iiMu>ci^i> Hi m 4f ^ to ;R;L9va b!ty and 

terror, fe « jiSka mb, bat »dt;j»eT|H^wa%td feo olwved ; 

lar« tkat to'i^e .fill ttModlde 'tod, mddlL %Uh&^ '^ij^,dbjee» 
iioa he immwt hw Roi miy aosi^pod, , ( ' 

^‘'To imelade^ tkemforii; if the^i^!^ of the uRO^iit ^ boro 
dorreotSy mm are laore h^atifRiW writtdo* Am if we 

Oaa raiae passioiHi ae high m wobe fdaOdauon% it «ibwa that par 
geaiua, h tragedy* la greater jefor, in aU other jiarta of It, th® 
St^litfh have mamfeatly exeeHod them." 

The original of thd foHowfpg letter ia proBerred IR the lihrkij at 
Lambeth, and wah kindly imparted to the pubUo by be Reverend 
l>r. Vysov >- 

Copy of an origlrtaj Letter from John Bmep, ^mra, to his 
ms, m Italy, from a MB,, in the liabbeth Librarvi Ko. 

m. p. 50. 

(t^ui^rxcriUd) , ’ . 

A1 itlastrmmo, Bigrc 
Carlo BrydenCamariere 
d^Honore A, 8. S. 


In Boma.. 


^ Fraaoa per Manjbna. 

Sept, thead. mir 

** 1>*AE BoSii, 

** Being now at Sir William Bowyerk in the ooimtry, I earcuot 
write at large, boeansRl find my»«5lf bmewhat,, indisposed with a 
cold, and am thick o^ hearing, rather worse than I waa in town. I 
am glad to fmd, by yonr letter of July 26tb,youT style, that yon 
are both in health ; but wonder that you shoPjTd think me so negli- 
gent as to forget to giv© you an account of the shin in which your 
parcel is to come, I havo written to you two or toree letters con- 

§ ing it, which I iave scRi by safe hanifa, as I told you, and I 
xt not hut you have thed# befora this can arrive to you. Being 
sf town, 1 nave f^otten the shii>'» name, which y^^ur mother 
inquire, and put ti into her letter, which is joined with mihe. 
But the toaster’s name I rgmember ; he is called Mr. Belph^horn ; 

ship lA bound to Leghorn, oonpigned to Hr Peter and Mr, 
Ttiomas Balb merchants. 1 am of your opinion* that by Tomoh’s 
meads, all our letters have mieoarried for the last year. But, how- 
ever, he has tolAsed of hit design in the Dedicarioh, thpogh bO h|!* 
prepared the b>0k fo^ It; Ihr, in every dgure of ^neae, he has 
caused him to be drawn like Hing Wuliato, with h hooked nose. 
After my return to toVn, I iaithd to alter a' play of Sir Eobert 
Howard^ written Wug liud^ m lately putihfp'^toy hands; ’tis 
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called « The Ceh<iwfc of China by the Tartam’* It will coat roe 
fiU weeks fftudy^ with the probable benefit of jaxt hundred pounds. 
In the mean^tlroe, I am writing a son^or St. OeciliaV^ Feast, who, 
you kpow, is a mtronesa of inusie. This is t^ouhlesoiEU^ and no 
wi|y b^iroefioial ; i>ut 1 could not deny the Stewards of the Feasts 
who. came in a body to mo to d^idre that kindness, one of them 
hoihg Hr. Bddgcman, whose parents are your mother's firienda I 
hope to send you thirty guineas between Miehaelmea and Christ 
mas, of which I will give you an account when I come to town, d 
regnember the oounsm yougaTe roe in your letter; but dissembling^ 
though lawful in some cases, is not roy talent ; yet, for your sake, 
I will struggle with the plain openness of my and keep in 

my just resentments agamst that degenerate order. In the mean* 
time, I flatter not myself with any manner of hopes, but do my 
duty, and suffer for Q<^'s sake ; bftng assured, beforehand, never to 
be rewarded, though the times should alter^ Towards the latter 
end of this month, September, Charfts Will begin to recover his 
perfect healthi according to his nativity, which, casting it myelf, 1 
am sure is true, and all things Mthm^to have happened accordingly 
to the very time that I predicted them ; 1 hope at the same time to 
recovermore health according to my age. Itemember me to pioor 
Harry, whose pmyeiB 1 earnestly desire, Hy Virml succseds in 
the world beyond its desert or my expectation. You know the 
profits might have been more ; but neither my conscience nor .my 
honour would suffer roe to take them ; but I never can repent oi‘ 
my constancy, since I am thoroughly persuaded of the jnstit^e of 
the cause for wluch I suffer. It has pleased God to raise up many 
fdends to roe amon^fc my enemies, though they who ought to have 
been my friends are negUgent of me, I am i^ed to dinner, and 
cannot go on with this letter, which I dcrire you to excuse ; and 
am 

** Your most affectionate father, 

**.)ons Dstokn/’ 


SMITH. 


EoMtjim S«nH is one of those lucky writers who have, without 
much labour, attained high reputation, ahd who are mentioned with 
reverence rather for the possession than the exertion of uncommon 
abilities. 

Of his life little is known ; and that claims no praise but what 
lan be given to intellectual excelknoe, seldom employed to any 
virtuous puipose. His character, as given by Hr. Oldisworth, with 
all the partiality of friendship, which is said by Dr, Burton to shew 
** what fine things one roan of parts can say to another/' and which 
however, oompmei great part of what can be known nf Hr, Broith; 
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it k better to <it dace ite to pieoii. 1 . 

tivihjoin such iMo momoriak m Acditot hu «n,fiP<»a me to ootj^t 
Mr. Bdmtoiid BmUh, wwj . to o% non 6f m ^gaitte^mottsbajoit, 
one Mr. Nettle, hy it dmigltto df tKa. ^ewioolR^ttfOtf 
Borne misfortunes cff his fotor^ i/nit4 Ikfo ; 

death, were the oocasM of the IkiiJi . tott Jm, t|ie 

hands of a near relation (one who 

name was'Bmith. \ '’<'>^1’" 

"ihh gfenUomaii and his My treaM Jiim as Iheir own; oSlId, and 
put him to Westioiimter school under, to.' l)r. 19^7 f 
whence, after the loss ^Ms faithlfni gentirQ((k;^j^iaitoh (li^h^iiamoV 
he attained and roaumed,) he was remor^d fcd Chto-C^Wh in Cla- ; 
lord, and there by his aunt handsomely tointafund, till her death; > 
after which he continiM amembe^of that leai^ed and ingmaious «h- 
ciety, till within fiy© years of Ms own ; thnhgh, souie time befbre 
his leaving Christ- church^he^Wiis sent for hy his totherto -fl-or- 
Chester, and owned and ai^nowledged as her legitimate to ; which 
had nob l>een mentioned, Wt to wipe of to asperetoe th^ were , 
ignorantly ca‘^t by Some oti his birth. It i» to be i^mcmbered, for , 
our authors honour, that, when at Wesfembatcr election f toed 

a candidate for one of the universiti©*, be so si^lly distfn^iishoit 
himsell by his consxdeuous performances, that %ero arose no small 
contotion, between the ropfescnfcalive electors of Trinity- w^legu in 
Cambridge and Ohrist' Church in Oxford, which of those two rotal , 
societies should adopt him as their own. But to oloctot® of llrinity* 
colkg© having the prefl*rehoe of choice that year, they resolutely 
elected him ; who yet, being Invited at the time to Chriai-church, 
choao to accept of a studentJibip tore. Jin Smithes perf^ions, as 
well natural as aciluired, seem to hare been formtad upon Moiico's 
plan, ho says, in his "Art of Poetry 

« o nec kIiw diyiin verWr 

N< c rw4« q»ild prosit vidoti ingeniwm ; «Ucrk(i w 

AUtts powii opem ic8, & conjtttBt omice ” 

lie was endowed by Nature with all those excellent and neces- 
sary qualifications which are prerions to the aocomplkhment of a 
great man. His memory woa large and tenaciona, yet by^ a curmcji 
felicity cH^fly suftceptible of the finest impressions it received from 
the best authors he md, wliich it always preserved in thoir primi- 
tive strength and amiable order. 

Ho had a ^uicfcnfeSi of apprehension, and vivacity of ondci^bttid- 
ing, which easily took fh and surmounted the njost riibile and 
parts of mathemattea andmetaphysics.*:^ His wit was prompt 
and ifowing. yet solid and piercing ; his tasto delicate, his head ckitr, 
and his way of expressing nk thmighu perspicuous siid engaging. I 
shall say nothing of his pewoh, w&h yet was so weU that 

no nbglent of himsolf ip his dress cotdd render it diflagreeahle ; in- 
flomwh tot the fidr sex, s^ho observed and esteemed him, at once 
cominendedand feptovedhim by to ntoeofto hmisom sloyen. 
An eager but generous and noble emulation grew up with him \ 
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which («(i ii ircrc & rational «ort of iuatinot} him 

Btriviag to in cvcr^ art and wicnca that could mahc him a 
credit to hia colloge, a^id that college the ornament of the mo«t 
laaraed and jrolite uni^wity^ and it wm hijs hapjpineaft to have 
BeycraJ contemporatien and fclloiir etudente who cxermsed and cit* 
Cited hi» virtue iu themsolvee and othcr»,( thereby becomScg m de- 
Borvedly in favour with his age^ and »o good a proof of ita nic^ dis- 
tximmeiit. HU judgment, natarally good, aeon ripened into an p- 
quiiHite hnenese and distinguishing sagacity, which m it wa(^ active 
and busy, so it was vigorous and mamy, keeping even pace^ trith 
the rich and strong imagination, always upon the wing, and never 
tired with aspiring. Hence it was, that, though he writ afe yoCtig 
as Cowkx he h^d no puerilitie*^; and his earliest productions were 
so far from having any thing in them meau and tiifiing, that, like 
the junior compoj-itiona of Mr. Bkjnej, they may malke gi^y au- 
thors blush. There are many of feis hrst essays in oratory, in epi- 
gram, elegv, and epiquC. still handed about the nuivoriity in mantt- 
script, which Jrlu ws a masterly hand ; and. though maimed and in- 
jured by frequeiit transcribing, make their way info our most cele- 
brated miscelJauiea, where they ‘diine witli uncommon lustre. Be- 
sides those verses in the Oxford bo<ik8» which he could not help !Set* 
ting hi'^ name to, several compositions cauie abroad under other 
namch, which his ow’ii singular modc4y, and faithful sileiice, strove 
In vafn to conceal. The Encceuia and public c<»IlecLi<m8, of 
the ITuivcr-^ity upon State subjects were never In such eKtesm, 
either for elegy and coiigratulaiion, when he contributed most 
largely to them ; and it was natural for those, wb»> knew his pc* 
(mliar w.»v of writing, to turn to his share jtt the work, as by fur the 
most relishing part of the enterl»imjjt.nt. As his parte were ex- 
traordinary. so he well knew bow to improve them ; and not only 
to poU-’h th#i diamond, but enebaste it m the most solid and dur- 
able nictal. Tlnoinrli he wiis an ttcudemic the greatest part t»f his 
li<e be owntrricted no of iemper, no wpicc ol pedaniry, 

no of di-ijiUJ jtiun, or olwunatti c»>ntt’ntiofi f«»r tlio old or new 
pbiio'*ofih\ , (lit ;'S^unpttg way of dictaTiuij, to others, which are faults 
(rtnojijh t-M-uvnl^ie), which some are IciJ ii>gf*nKjbWinto, who are 
(jon-trainfid vriMiin the walls of a private college. His 

conver-ati m wa»: ple.u-^auf and imttrucrive; and what Horace said 
ot Pioiius, Vurius, and Virgil, might justly be applied to him ; 

4 , 

ff *' N<1 ego coaiukrim jucunde tstus AmJeo. / 

1 . 1 , 

M corw^ct a writer as bo was in hia most elaborate pieces, ho 
read the works of otherH with candour, and reserved his greatest 
severity for his own compositions; being readier to oherjah and 
advance, than dauip or depress, a rifling genius, and m patient of 
toeing excelled himseif ^if any could excel him) ftfl Industrious to 
excel otherfl. 

'Twere to be wished he had corifjned bitnsdif to a particular pro- 
fession, who was capable of aurpasaing iu any ; but, iu tfaisj hia 



«imTrr. 

want oj application in a great meoBure owing to his want of 
due cneonragfomcnt. 

He paasod throiigh- the exercises oi the eollege and university 
With unuKU d applause ; and thoogh he oilfcen>«Sbred hia friends to 
call him off from hie retirements, and to iengthea out tho-i« jovial 
avocations, yet his returti to his' studies K^ere so miueh the m<jre 
passionate, and his intention upon those red ried pleasures of read- 
ing and thinking so vehement {to which Ms faoetious and un- 
bended inter vaU bore no proporibn), that the habit grew upon 
him, and the series of mediutifni and rtifleotion bein)? kept up 
whole weeks together, he dould better aort his idea*, and in 
tho sundry pirta of a science at one view, wUhout inteVrtinfeion <«* 
confuaion. Sonfh indeed of his aoqa.dntanoe, who were pfeaaed to 
distinguish hetwtjien the wit and the scholar, eutolled him alto- 
gether oh the account of these ti|»lea ; hot others, who knew him 
better, could not forbear doing him jiHtlce as a prodiijy in both 
kinda He had signalizeci himself, in the school?, as a philosophior 
and polemic of extensive knt)wledge aiid deep |>enet ration ; and 
went through all the courses with a Wwe regard to the dignity and 
importance of each ectence, I remcmlK'^ him in the Diviniry sohnol 
jespoiiding upd di^^puting with a persinaiou*^ energy, a ready ex- 
actn<5ss, and commatniing force of argument, when Dr, ♦fane 
worthih presided in the chair; whoee iM>ndescendi«g and dinin- 
terested commendation of him gave him such a reputatiosa ob 
silenced the enviora malice of his encmiefl, who durst not contra- 
dict the approbation of so profound a luaattr in theology. Kone 
of thew eelf^mffioioiit creatures, who Have either timed with 
philosophy, by attempting to ridicule it, or have encumbered it 
with novel terras ana burdensome explanations, uuder«<tood it« 
real weight and purity, half so well as Mr, Smith, He was too 
discerning to allow of the character of unprofitable, nigged, and 
abtrufto, which sorao superficial scioUat (?t> very anraoth and polito 
as to admit of no impression), either out of «n unthinking mdob 
e.nc«, or an illgroiinded prejudice, had afiixeci to this sort of 
studios. He knew the thorny terma of philosophy sened well to 
fenco'ia the true doctriuea of religion: and looked U()ori echool- 
divinity upon a roiiirh but well built army, which might adorn 
and d« fend tie Christian hero, and equip him^for the combat. 

Mr. Smith had along and perfect intimacy with aU the Greek 
and Latin Classic.'^ ; %vith whom he had c nduliy compHred what- 
ever was worth perusing in the French, Spanish and Itaiiau (to 
whjeh langu,agea he was i|p stranger), and in all the i^lebrated 
writers of his own country But then, according to lift curious 
obaervation of the late Earl of Shaftsbury, he kept the poet in awo 
by tegular criticism ; and, as it were, married the two arts for 
their mutual support and improvement. There was not a tract of 
credit, nppn the subject, which he bad not diligently examinoef 
from Aristotle down to Hedehu and Bo^su ; so that, having each 
rule constantly before him, he could carry the art through every 
poem; and at once point out the graces and deformities. By these 
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mdaAft h6 to read witli a deftiga to ootreot^ 0ft wftU ao 

Bftiag thus j)ifepared, he could not hut tai^ evury UttW delicacy 
that was set hcfore him ; tho^uh it ^ impoilBible j^r him at the 
^e time to be fed md thiiag but what.was 

ajabiitautial and lasting. theaucienta and, modem 

not as parties or nrato for fam% b^ ^ orchittcsts upon one mul 
the same plan, the Art of Poetryi aocording to y?h»cU he judged, 
approved, and blamed, without jIatteQr et detractanik* If he did 
not always commend the composlU^ of others, it was not ilb 
nature, (which was not in his temper) but eitiotjufttioe Tfould not 
let him coll a few dowers fiet in r^rnhs, a |^ib nieaedre, and so many 
couplets, by the name, of poetry j he was ojf BeuJnnson's opinion, 
who could not admire • 

fts Jtaooth soft soft as cmm, 

In wbidi there ms scitbnr dspUi nos «ts«am. 

And therefore, though his want of complaisance for some men's 
overbearing viini^ made him enemies, yet the better pari of man- 
kind were obliged by the freedom of his reflections. 

< His Bodleian Speech, though taken from a remote and imperfect 
copy, hath ehewn the worm how great a master of Ciceronian 
el^^noe, mixed with the oondseness and force of I>et&oftthen«?«, 
the ilegant and moving turns of Pliny, and the acute and wise 
reflections of TacituA 

Sinoe Temple and Roacommou, no man understood Horace better, 
^eoially as to his happy diction, rolling numbers beautiful 
imagery, and alternate mixture of the fioft and the subiimei 
This endeared Dr. liannos’ odes to him, the flnost gonius for 
Latin lyric since the Augustan age. His friend Mr. Philips’ ode to 
Mr. Stm John (late Lord BoUn^broke), after thelnaniier of Hcfracc’s 
Lusory or Amatorian Odes, %b certainly a masterpiece ; but Mr. 
Bmith’s Pocockius is of the snblimer kind, though, like Waller’s 
writing upon Oltm’ Oromwcli, it wauts not the moat delicate and 
surpnsiug turns peculiar to the person praised* ' I do not remeim* 
her to bavo se^ any thing like it in Br. Bathurst, who had made 
some attempts this way with applause. Ee wtis an^exoellhnt judge 
of humanity ; and no good an lostoiian, that in familiar disoonrse 
he could wk over ine most memoirabla flmts in antiqui^, the 
lives, actions, and oharactem, of celebrated men, with amaadng 
facility and accturacy. As he had thoiunghly read and digested . 
Thuaninteorks, so he was able to cop> after him ; and his taNut 
in this kind was so well known and allowed, that he had been 
Bingled out by some great men to write a history ,* whioh it was for 
their interest to have done with the utmost art and dexterity. I 
lhall not mention for what reasons this dewlgn was dropped, though 
they are very much to Mn SmitVs honour. The truth is, and 1 
^ak it before living witnesses, whilst an agreeable company could 
ftx him upon i subject of useful Hierature, nobody shone to greater 
advanti^e; he scorned to be that Memmius whom Lucretius 
^'poaks ^ t 
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Oniolbttft otfwtiim vol9Uti flxeftU^ 

Hi** Tories W iftcrt; mny,aiid those Bcaitered tap and down in 
Misoellanioft and CoHectos, being ^n^ed ftm Wm by nte 
fHonds with great aad fteinetlfciioei All ibm tc^W 

make but a sxnall of that inoch\gt»ater body wm«A lios dis* 
petaed itt the poaiB«B»ioh of ttwnorous aoiiuidntoee; Am cannot pe^ 
bapft he ma# entire wifchcnifc great iojtmticoto him, beeade© few of 
them had his last hand^ and the iranacriber was ofl!«?n obliged to 
take (be liberties of a fkiend, His pondolmice for the death of Mr. 
Fhilips is fWl Of the noblest beauties, and hath done ^xistioe to the 
ashes of that second Milton, whose writings will last as Jong as the 
English language, generosity, antbralonr. ^* 0 ? him Mr. Smith had 
contracted a pekoct ftiondship; a passion which he was most 
Busocptiblo of, and whose Mws he looked upon as sacred and in- 
Tiolable. , 

hJvary subject that passed under his iuju bad all the life, pro- 
portion, and omhellijdimentii bestowed on it, which an ex<|Ui8ite 
skill, a warm inagination, and a cool judgment^ poasiWy could ho- 
afcow on it. The cpique, lyrie^ elegiac, erery sort of poetry he 
touched upon (and he had touched upon a great variety), was raised 
to its proper height, and the differenees between each df theln ob- 
served with a judicious accuracy, We i»w the old rules and now 
beauties placed in admirable order by each other ; and there was a 
predominant fancy and spirit of his own infused, superior to what 
some draw od’ from the ancients, or feom poesies here ^d there 
culled out of the modems, by a pmnful industry and servile imita- 
tion. His contrivances wore adroit and magnificent ; )m tmag^ 
lived j and adequate; his sentuneuta charming and majestic; his 
expressions natural and bold ; his numbers various and sounding ; 
and that enamelled mmure of dasaical wit, which, without redun- 
dance and affectation, sparkled through his^ writings, and were no 
less pertinent and agreeable. * 

His Phct;dra is a consummate tragedy, and the success of it was 
as great as the most sanguine expectations of his fidende could pro- 
mise or tonmo* The number of nights ; and the common method 
of filling the house, are not always the surest mark® of judging what 
encouragement a play meets with; but the generosity of all the 
persons of a refined taste about town was remarkable on this occa- 
sion ; and it must not be fergotten how awalously Mr. jydlmn 
ponsed bis interest, with all the elegant judgmmit andrdiffuaive 
good-nature for which that aocompliahed gentleman and authc^ is 
so justly valued by mankind. But as to Phaidrck, she has cert^ly 
made a finer figure under Mt. Smith’s conduct, upon the English 
stage, than either in Kome or Athens; imd if she excels the Greek 
and Latin Phredra^ I need not say she surpaaws the I’rench one, 
though embellished with whaiever regular beauties and moviffg 
softness Bacine himself could give her. 

No sum had a justcr notion of the difficulty of oomposing than 
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Mr. Bmiih ; and hfl sometimes woxtld «r«ate greater tUffi<mltia8 tlian 
he had reason to apprehend. Writing with eauo/what (as Mr« 
Wychetlejr apealce) wy he easily peved his indii^iMnen. 

When he erssa wriitiiff upon a subject, he would serious^ dcuitito 
what ftemoathenes, Homer, Tiigil, or HoriMJe, if alM wotild say 
uporr ehat eocasion, which whetted him feoexeeed himself M weU 
as o&m. i^everthtileMi, he cenld not, or would UOtf dnish seterat 
aubjeets he undertook ; which may be Imputed either to the brisk* 
nem of his fancy, still hnuting aftmr new matter, or to an occasional 
iiMiofettoe, whica spleen apd lasidtude brought upon hilA; whi<^, of 
all bis foibles, the world was least inclinii to forgiye. %at ihts 
was not owing to conceit or wauity, mr a fulness of Qmself (a milty 
which has been imputed to no lose men than ^akesj^re and JoU^ 
son), is clear from hence : becamte he left his works to the entire 
disposal oi' his frlendSy whose mosb vigorous cenaarea he even court- 
ed and solicited, submitting to their animadversions, and the ftee- 
dom they took with them, with an tnrsaerred and prudent re- 
signation. 

1 have seen sketches and rough draughts of some poems to be 
designed, set out analyticallyj wherein the fable, structure, and 
oonnexiou, the images, incidents, moral, episodes, and a great variety 
of ornaments, ware so flnely laid out, so well dtted to the rules of 
art, and squared so exactly to the preoedeuts of the ancients, that 
I have often looked on these poetical ehuuents wHh the same con- 
oem with which ounona men are affected at the sight of the most 
entertaining remains and ruins of an antique hgure or building, 
Those fragments of the learned, which some men have been so proud 
oftheir pains iu ooUecting, ate useless rarities, without form and 
without life, when compf^ with these embryos which wanted not 
spirit enough to preserve them ; so that I cannot help thinking, 
that, if some of them were to come abroad, they would be as highly 
valued by the poets, as the sketches ei ^ uUo and Titian are by the 
painters ; though there is nothing in them but a few outline^ as to 
tho design and proportipn. 

It must be oonfessod, inat Hr. Smith had some defects in hift 
conduct, whif^h those are most apt te remember who could imitate 
him iu nothing else. His freedom with himself diuw severer ac- 
knowledgements from him than all the malioe he ever provoked 
was capable of advancing, and he did not sample to give even his 
mkfortunes the hard name of £sults ; but, if the world had half 
hk good-nature, all the shady parts would be entirely struck out of 
his character. o 

A man, who, under poverty, calamities and disappointments, 
could make so many friends, and those so truly valuable, must have 
just and noble ideas of the passion of friendship, in the sueoess of 
vihich consisted the greatest, if not the only, hap|»iness of his life. 
He knew very well what was due to his birth, though fortune 
threw hiin short of it in every other oircumatance of life. He 
ovhided making any, though perhaps reasonable, complaints of her 
dispenBatione, under which he had honour enough to be easy, with* 
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out touchiaff the favourp ehe flnug iu Iiie I'ray when <>0ere(i to him 
at a prieo ot a more durable reputiatioMu Hje m)k tiaro to have no 
deajinp with mankind, ia whieh lie eould not be junt; and h$ 
desired to be at uo other e:? pends iu w p^«lteni^oh^ than that 
Snfttrin&io merits Whi A was the only burthen and reproaeh he ever 
brought upon hia frsend»v II a ooulit m J^urooe did of iumaelf^ 

what I never yet «air tran^oted j \ 

Meo «tti» paupsr in asre. 

At hfeooapngf to j^wn, no man w<w mote euiromided by all those 
who i^ly had or pretended to, wit, oi" tnnra courted by the 
peat men, who had then a power, and opportunity 
ing arta and ftt^enoea, and gave proofs of their fondneae i!p the namS 
of Fatw in many in»*tan<seft, which will ever be remembered to 
their glory. Hr. BmitbV chara^r grew upon his fricddR by inti* 
tnacy, aiid outwent the etrongeet prcposfleidiona which had been 
oonoeived in hie favour^ Ifhatever quarrel a few sonr^rtfaturci, 
whose ohficarity is their happine.% may possibly have to the ag«; 
yet aniidat a studied neglect, and total disuse of all those ceremonial 
attendances, fiisliionable equipment and eitfernal 'rc<‘ommenda' 
tion, which ar^i timught necessary introdnctiona into the grmd^ 
this gentlamau was ao happy as still to please ; and whilst 
the rich, the gay, the noble, and Bouourabie, saw bow much he 
excolled in wit and learning, they Cfisliy forguve him all other dif- 
ferctneew. Henoe it was that both his acquaintance and retirements 
were hij« own free choice, Mr. Prior obricrvew upon a very 

gr«mt character wt»s true of him, that ilu mast of hU fautu Irm/gH 

Thw who bbuned him most understood him least, if being the 
custom of the vulgar to charge an exc^m upon 0c complaisant, 
and to form p character by the morals of a few, who have sometimes 
spoiled an hour or two in good company. , \\'’here oply fortune % 
want nig to make a great name, that single o:tcccption can never pass 
upon the host judgt'R and most equitable observers of mankind; and 
when the time comes for the world to spare their piety, we may 
juHtly enlarge onr demand?^ upon them for iheir admiration. 

Some few y^i^rs before his death, he hwd engaged himself i« kcto- 
ral ooiijaidorabie undertakings; in all which be had prepared the 
world to exp'jct mighty things from him. I have seen about ten 
shoots of his “ EngU&li riridar," which ekceedeJjT any thing of that 
kind I could ever hope for in our ow'n language. Ho had drawn 
out a } Ian of a tragedy ^ the **liady .Tauo Grey,*^ and had gdno 
through several scenes (»nt. But he could pot well have bequeath- 
ed that work to bettor Kand^ than w'here, I, bW, it is at pre*»ont 
lodged ; and the bare mmjtion of two su ih natnhs mfey justify the 
largest expectfttiops, and is sulQ&elont to make the town an agreeable 
invitation. ' • 

, , His greatest and uobleat undeTtaking was He had 

fnished an entire trim»)iatioa of which he sent to the 

h S' , ' ' ' ‘ ' 
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Bdv % Driend of l&te sn 

tongoor frorii wh« H Daf lumd?. 

WBioloi of Monsieor IruJy nluaWe# 

waa fdioift of it. He propoaed ft large addiMen to this wdi^ of 
uot^ and obaerrationa of hi^ own, with an mtko eyatfsi of the Art 

Poetry, in three books, under the titles of ** f bought,^* ** Diction/' 
and ** Figam'* 1 saw the last pf these perfhoti ftitd b to copy, 
in which he shewed nrodigiotts judgment and vending ; and partiou* 
laxly had reformed the Aft of Bhetorio, by reducing that vast and 
confused heap of terras^ with whkh ft^long sucoeaeion of pedants 
had encumbered the world, to a very narrow ooihpiu^ comprehend- 
ing all that was useM and omameutol in p(^tiy. Under each head 
and chapter, he intended to make remarks iipon aB the an^enis 
and modems, the Gr^k, Latin, ^Bnglishi French, Spanish, and 
Italian pepts, and to note their ee^eral beauties and defects 

What remains of his works is left, am informed, in the hands 
of men of Worth and judgment, who loved him. H cannot sup- 
posed they would suppress any thing that was bis, but out of res- 
pect to his memory, and for want of proper hands to finish what so 
great a genius had begun. 

Such is the declamation of Dldiswerth, written while his admini- 
iion was yet ibesh, and liis kindness warm ; and Ihurefose snob as, 
'without any criminal purpose of deceiving, shows a strong desire 
to make the most of all favourable tmth. i cannot much commend 
the potfotmance- The praise is Often indisUnot, and the soutences 
are loaded with words of more pomp than use. Th,cw i« Ufctlo, how- 
ever, that can bo oontradicted, even when a plainer tale comes 
to be told. 

Edmund Keale, knowh by the name of Bmith, vm bOni at Hand- 
ley, the seat of the Leohmeret, in Worrasterehiro. The year of his 
birth is nuoortain. 

He wftH educated at Westminster. Jt is known to have been the 
practice of Dr. Bu^by to detain those youths long at schend, of whom 
he had formed the highest espectations. Bmith took his master's 
degree on the &th of July, IQUd ; he therefore was inrobably admit- 
ted lute the university in when wc may him twenty 

old. , , 

Hu repulABtion for lUeratufe in bis college was such as has been, 
told : but the indecency and licantiousueas of his behaviour drew 
lip wi him, Dfxv 24, IdSii, while he was yot oi»]y Bachelor, a public 
ar.monition, entered upon rccoj-d, in order to his expulhion. Of this 
1 e,;rof»f tho tficct h not known. Ho was probably Im notorious. 
At Oxford, as wo all know, much will be forgiven to literary merit ; 
and of thntho had exlubiM miflideut evidence by his cxcellciit 
on the death of the great Orientalist, Dr. Docock^ who died In 
HJSn^ and nhose praise must have been written by Bmith when he 
h\ii bu'; f w,, y<;£iT;} irt the university. - . , ' 

o jc, wi.kh cio%>dtJie second volume of the Muiff AnfUcants, 
ihoui^h perhaps some objections may be made to its Latiiiity, is by 
fer tl;o belt Lyric compo^itiMi in that colleeticu; nor do I know 
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where io it the miodem irriiaNU It expresBee^ 

mth gm% not olassioal ix dkdioa : ite 4i* 

gmoone and rtteiks hevn bMi deservodiy nmmm^ % 
aeiaodelftfcnrijattltafetu i 

He had several imltatlonH fram GtrvAej ; 

Teia£Wbin<atot^moe(>lorl)3«s , j . , . 

. ^uotttt. PoQOQki, , 

Orstisr «<fm, ijtwt Ticmm " \ 

tre ttiedtiei(ie« eei«bf)«»gftttdent 

I will not commend the f^gfm which makei'tht or^r 
ihs c<tU%T5^ or fflvo to e/>( 0 m mmor^ and de%A<. I qnol^ it, how- 
ever, as an im^atiou of these lines : 

* So niiuvr lsnSd«Se» be Ad in Bioro, 

I'hdtmlr Pame tludl 9pmk othim fin mere, 

1!he simile, by which an old man, retaining the fire of his youth, 
is compared to iEtna, fiaming through the snow, which Smith has 
wed imh great pomp, i« etoien from Cowley, however little worth 
the Iftbonr of crmveysnce. 

He proceeded to take his degree of Master of Arte, Mr 8, 1606. 
Of the cxorckeB wliich ho performed on that occasion, I have not 
heard any thing memorable, 

Afi his yearn advanced, he advanced in reputation ; for he con- 
tinued to cultivate his mind, though he did not amend his irregtt- 
laiities: by which ho gave so muchofienoe, that, April 24, 170C, 
the Dean and Chapter declared the place of Mr. Smith void, he 
havipg been convicted of riotous behaviour in the house of Mr. 
Cole, an Apothecary : but it was referred to the Dean when and 
upon what oc($asion the eentonce should be put iu execution/' 

Thus tenderly was he treated : the governors of bis college could 
hardly keep him, and yet wished that ho would not force thorn to 
drive himTaway, 

Some time afterwards he assumed an appearance of decency; in 
his own phrase, he tc/ue<>?nY^- himself, having a deeire to obtain the 
censorship, an 6ffioe of honour and some profit in the college; but, 
when the election came, the preference was given to Mr. foulkes, 
his junior: the same, 1 suppose, that joined with Fnem/ in an 
edition of part of Deiuaethenoa. The censor h a tutor ; and it was 
not thought Tiroper to trust the superintendanee of others in a man 
who took so little care of Wmself. 

Prom this time Smith employed his malice and his wit against 
the DeaUf Dr. Aldrich, whom he oon&idered as the opponent of his 
claim. Of his lampoon upon him^ 1 once heard a single line, too 
gross to be repeated. ^ ♦ 

But he was still a genius and a scholar, and Oxford was unwilling 
to lose him : he was endured, with all hia pranks and his vices, two 
years longer; but on Decemte, 20, 1T05, at the instance of all the 
canons, the sentence decUted five years before waa put in execu- 
tion. 
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Tho execution vaa, 1 believe, silent and tender; for one ^ bie 
fneud*, ttm wbbm 1 learned much of hie h^pewed nojS to 
hnoir if. 

Hejma now driven to London, where he wwooiated hinuielf 
the Whigs, whether because they were in power, or becanao tbd 
Totiw had expelled him, or because he Was ft Iffhlg by principla* 
may perhaps be doubted. He was, however, oaroaaed by men of 
gfreat abilities, whatever wore their party, and was supported by 
the liberality of those who delighted in his converaatiom 

There was once a design, hlnteJ at by Oldisworth, to ha'ce made 
him useful. One evening, as he was sitting with a friend hi a 
tavern, he was called down by the waiter; and, having staid «ome 
time below, came up thoughifuL After a pause, said he to hts 
friend, He that wanted mo below wii® Addison, whoso busiiiOss 
wa4< to tell me that a i0!i)Jtory of the Bevolution was intended, and 
to propose that 1 should undertake it I said, * Wbat jhaU T do 
with the character of Lord Suaderlain^^’ and Addison iunnediately 
murned, * When, Bag, were you drunk last f and went away/’ 

Captain /t<jg was a name which he got at Oxford by his nogU* 
gence of dress. 

This story 1 heard from the late llilr. Clark of Linciolu’fi Inn, lo 
whom it was told by the friend of Smith. 

Such scruples might debar him from some profitable employ- 
munts ; but aa they could not deprive him of any real e4eem, they 
left him many friends ; and no man "was ever better introduced to 
the theatre than he, who, in that violent oonflint of pniw, bad a 
IVologue ami Kpilogue from the first wits on either side. 

But learning and nature will nowand then take diftbtenl' court's, 
Hi'S! play pkmed the critics, and the critic? only. It; wm, as Addi- 
son has recorded, hardly heard the third night Hmith Isas indeed 
trusted entirely to hi® merit, hud ensured no band of jippkuders, 
nor ufed any artifice to for^* sucocsr,, and found that native execL 
lerice was not safiicient for its osrn support. 

The play, however, was bought by Llatot, who advaisced tise 
))riccfn)m fifty guineas, the current rate, to sixty; aj»d Halifax, 
the general j^tron, accepted thes doditsatioss Smith's indolence 
kept him from writing the dedication till Lintor. afsor frnitiv--^ im* 
portuftiiy, gave notice that be would publish the play isithont it. 
Now, therefore, it was written; and Halifax expected the author 
with his book, and had prepared tq revr’ard him with a place of 
three hundred pouisds a year. Smith, by pride, or cajwi 'io, or in- 
doknoe; or bashful ness, neglected to attf nd him, th<'uigh doubtlow! 
warned and pre-wed by his Mtmds, and at last missed liis reward by 
not going to aolidt it. 

Addison has, in the mentioned the neglect of Smith’s 

tiagedy^as disgraceful to the nation, and imputes it to the foirdness 
for operas then prevailing. The authority of Addison is grnat ; yet 
the voina of the people, when to please the people ia the purpe^, 
deserves regard. In this question, I oeuuet but thinl;; fte peo|Ae 
in the right. The fable is rnyyiofogical, a story whidb wp are iw* 
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mtomed to vojoot as fiJse ; atid ibe mat^ncrs are bo distant 
our own, that we koow them nurt from ayiafwfcthy, but by etu# ^ th« 
ignorant do not undemtand the action ; the learned reject it ae a 
BChool hoy's tale ; iundidm adu What I e^^uofe ibr a mcwnt bo- 
lleve, I cannot for a mom<mt behold with interest nr anxiety. Tim 
aentiments thus remote from life are removed yet further by the 
diottoe, which is too luxuriant andi^lendid for oialognef and enve- 
lopes the thoughts rather than displays them. It is a scholar's play, 
such may please the reader rather than the spectator ; the work 
of a vigorous and elegant mind, accustomed to p|ea»e itself with Its 
own ctmoeptions, but of little acquaintance with the course of life. 

Ilermis telk us, in mm of his pieces, that he had once a design to 
have written the tragedy of Ph^tdroit but was oonvinced that the 
action was too mythological. 

In 170iJ, a year after the exhibition of PAofiim, died John Philips, 
the friend and fellow- collegian of Smith, who, on that oocasion, 
wrote a poem, which jnstfifee inu,4 place aunmg the best elegies 
which onr Utignago can show, an elegant mixture of fondness and 
admiration, of dignity and softaesa, ^ There are some passagCB too 
ludicrous , but every human pcrform\rice has its faults. 

This cltuy it was the mode among bis friends to purchase for a 
guinea; and, as his aeqnaiatancs was numero^n?, H was a very pro- 
fit able poem. 

Of his Puphtrj monthmod by Oldiswofth, 1 have never otbennse 
hcird. Bh louf/irtffif he intouded to aw»mpany with some iilufl- 
< rations, and bad selected his inslmices of the false SulJim from 
the wankH of Blackmore. 

Jlo rosalved to try again the fortmio of the Stage, with the story 
of liiidy Jane Urey, U is not unlikely that his experience of the 
ineillcacy and incredibjUty of a my^boloj^csl tale might (letormino 
him to choose an action from English History, at no great distance 
from our own times, which was to cud in a real event, produced by 
the operation of known cuarociera. 

A subject will not easily occur that can give more opportunities 
of informing the understanding, for which Bmith was unquestion- 
ably quaUtled, or for moving the pasbions, in which I suspect him 
tu h:%ve had lt.«s power. 

Having h)nned his plan and collected materiulfl, he declared thstt 
a few ujonthi; would complete Ms dcaigu'; and, that he might pur- 
sue his work with less freqtient avocationjS he was, in June, lTl<b 
invited 1^ Mr. Ueorgo Ducket to his hpuiso at Gartham, iif Wilt- 
ghire. Here he found su#h opjmrtunitiee «f indulgence as did not 
much forward hia studies, and particularly some strong ale, ton de- 
licious to be resbted. He ate and dnmk till ho found hiinfielf 
plethoric: and then, resolving to oaie himaelf by evacuation, he 
wruto to an ^potheeaiy in the neighbourhood a prescription a 
purge »o fbrdhle, that the anothe^try thought it his duty to delay 
It till ho bed ^ven noUce of its danger, not pleased with 

ihh eontg^l^xon of a and boastful of hi»own knowledge, 

iraated the notice with contempt, and swallowed his own 
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mediciiie^ wliidsr; la J uly, 1710, brattghi him to the grave* He was 
buried At Qarthra* 

Ifouy IfiMoAflltenra^ Bucket oummuuioAled ie Oidmlxou, the 
hitUoalim/iuteeeouiit pretended to have been melved from 
^at €iAreudo&^ Hist^ irasj iuita pnbMisetioii, tvoitupted bj Ald- 
rieb, Smairtdg^ and Atterbary ; and that SiUith was oinployed io 
forge and insert the alterationa. • 

i^h atfKiT vm puMiahed iriumphiutly by OMmiaon, and may 
be aupposed to have been ei^rly reoeired ; but its piegrees wen 
soon cheeked ; for, finding ita way into the «Toumai of Trevoua^ it 
fell under the eye of Atterbuiiy, then an exile in I^oe, who Im* 
mediately denied the oharge, mth thla remarkable partloular, that 
he never in hie whole lile had once ^ndceu to ^ith ; hie company 
being, as must be inferred, not aoeepted by those vrho attend^ to 
their oharikcter& t 

. The charge waa nfterwarda ve^ diligently related by Dr. Barton, 
of Eton, a man eminent for literature; and, though not of the 
eame party with Aldrich ahd Atterbury, toe Btudiotin of io 
leave them burthened with a false char^. The testimonies which 
he has collected have convinced mankind that either Smith or 
Docket was guilty of wilful and toalicious falsehootl 

This controvemy brought into view thos«o parts of Smifeh)i life 
whlch^ with more honour to his name, might have been concealed* 

Of Smith 2 can yet say a little more. He was a man of such 
estimailou among his companions, that the casual censures or 
praiaes which he dropped inconveriation were considered, like tho^ 
of Scaliger, as worthy of preservation. 

He had great readiness and exu<inesa of criUciftm and by a 
cursory glance over a new. coniposition vrirald exactly tell all’ its 
faults and l>eaniies. 

He was remarkable for the power of reading with grcjit rapidity, 
and of retaining, with great fidelity, what he so easily colleetetU 

He therefore always knew wh^t ih© present question required ; 
and, when his friends cxpreas<.d iiioir wonder at bis acquisitions, 
mad© in a state of apparent negligence and dninkenneea, he ncior 
discovered his hours of reading or method of »tudy,^but involved 
himself in atieoted silence, and fed his own vanity with their ad- 
nnratlon. 

One practice he had, which was ©aaily observed : if any thought 
or image was presented to his mind, that ho could use or improve, 
he did not suffer it to b® lost ; but, amidst the Jollity of a tavern, 
or in the warmth of conversation, very dUigcntly committed it to 
paper. 

Thus it was that he. had ^ther^ two quires of hiiife for his new 
tragedy ; of which Itowo, when they were put into his hands, could 
male, as he says, very little use, but whlchihe collector considered 
as a valuable stock of materials. 

When he came to London, his way of life connected him with 
the licentious and dissolute ; and he affected the airs and gaiety of 
a man of pleasure; but his dress was always deficient ; scholastic 
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pioduce ty aom hifl compauioxi*. ,. * ^ v : 

Wiih all Ml and iU Mi Ike iw» ofieef tie 

umnaurerait yorteiw ? i«id wondaved wif Iw va« wt§md to 
poor, whea Addium wae «»ii‘e$9ed mi pfsro^l ner #otild a very 
iittlt lave oo&te&ted lun ; fdr le eat^iwied Me iraiiia at sia Inn^ 
dred potinda ft year. ■ ^ 

Sm Mia coBawe reaffiag^ it imm mtUenhm tMi le Ift^ Aiiifwtly 
pemed^ and actuftlly mmemMeted> tie oM^ maaneea el Iniglt* 
errantly* '■ ■ ' ■ ' ' ’f ' ' ; ’’. ■. ” - 

Ho lad ft hkh ephiion of Me dim inodi; end irftft 
contempiuone m Me tr«fttin<»ii of tioee wlom le oeni^dered ftl w 
quftliM to oppose or contmdkt lim* He iuid tnftfty £raiitlel ; yet 
it cannot but ^ euppeied tint ka lad great in«dt; irlto ooMa ob* 
tain to tie same ppy a prologue from Addiaon, and an .ep^gne 
from Frier; and who eomd lave at onoe tie pataamage of HM 
and the praise of Oldlatrortb. ^ ^ 

For the power of oominunicatiikg these minute mcmoriida^ 1 am 
indebted to my eonversaiton with QSlbort Walmaley^ late remirer 
of the ecoloeustioal conrt of Lichdeld^ who was acquainted both 
with Smith and Duclet; and declared^ that, if the tMe concerning 
Clarendon waa forged, lo should suspect Bucket of tie falsohoed ; 
** fur Kag a man ^.great veracity/^ 

Oi* Gilbert Walmsley, thus presented to my mind, let me indulge 
myself in the remembrance. I knew lim very early : be was one 
ot tie friends tliat iiterature procured me, and i lope that at 
least my gratitude made me worthy of lis notice. 

He was of m advanced age, and I waft tmly yet, ft boy ; yet he 
never received my notions with contempt. He im a Whig, with 
all the virulcQce and malevolence of Ms party; yet dlMbrenceof 
opinion did not keep us apart. 1 lonoured him, and In endured me. 

He had mingkd with the gay world without exeni^on from its 
vlcyts or his ibnies^ but lad never neglected the cnl&vation of lis ' 
mind ; hie belief of Bevelatian lyas unshaken ; his learning pre- 
served his principles; he grew hmt regular, and then pious. 

His studies had been so various, that I am not able to nape a 
man of equal knowledge. II is aeqaaintanoe with books was great ; 
and what he did imt immediately know, he could at least tell where 
to find. Such was his amplitude of learning, and such Ms copious- 
ness of communication, that it may be douMed whether a day now 
passes in which I lave uotssome ttdvantage#»m his friendship. 

At this man's labia I enjoyed many cheerful and instructive 
hours, with ©mipanions such as ai'C not often found; with one who 
has lengthei;iod, and one who has gladdened life; witlBr. James, 
w|o<?e skill iiiphypac will he long remembered; and with David 
Garrick, whom I hoped to have grutllcd with this character of our 
common friend ; but what are the hop^ol man t I am disappointed 
by that stroke of death, whidk has eclipsed tie gaiety of nations, 
and impoTorisled the publfe stock of larmlefts ploasuiu. 



256 


LIVES OF THE POETS. 


In the library at Oxford is the following ludicroiib Jtjialysis of 

PaeocHniSf ' \ 

Kx AcTooBArno. 

* by tbo -^ntbor to J|fr ITjty,) 

OroaortJTM boo, HslHordarjo w>i|^lj«sii!i<s, in luciem ^roforr© 
hjustnaixf judioii M »mmm j^^b^orjitus mngie qusm 

bipeiink ^Tandem sliquaitdo ad to. i^itto sabHm^t 

ionoram, flobilein, snsvem, qxalew demutn dlvians (d 
vibcaret ) OttStrollns : scilidot Bubjlmm ut inter 

kgendnm dormirOi ndeo ^obilom ut ridero voUa Onjus olopn- 
tiBin nt moIiTjB Inspidan, iremam ordboix ^^matierinm bmvitor 
refemm, l*»n« verflns do doubns pitdiis decaniniSa k 3“*» 
do LotharingJO» ivtHiioidio Wiblorraweis, »»x}», i>onU>. hostibus, k 
Asia, 4t«* k u<^o* do catonis, sub^ilHi«, nncH d|iaronil>uf>, tigHbni 
k crocodilw. (?»*, T®*, fiu*^ d© Gomomb, do Babylono Bubelc, 
k i^u^atn ^(mi bixpc por«#?rino. d« qu^dam Pocockio, 

lltt*, 1208^ do Syria, Solynin. d® Ho^a, h qiiwi, & 

do jjwono qnodnix valdo flone^ do ./KCna, k fj^tiiowuwio 

Ailtna Pocookiobt ralde sinuitft. 37**'», do tnbn, a^tro, ntnbro, 
flammis, rotis, Pococbio non neglecto, CfOtera do Chri?»tlanij<, Ot* 
tomflni«, Babyloniis, Arabibtia» k grairit^Mima agrorum luolanebolia ; 
do Cavsaro Kiuatore, & inisorandf) jnvenk onjosdam florcr*- 

tissitni fato, anno esjtatiasunj crntoaimo prRjaiaturo abropti. 
ornnia ciim accwrate expeuderis» newso ost «t oden banc moam 
adiwiranda plan© varietaio oonatnro fatearis. Bohito ad Jktavos 
proMoiacoT, lanro ab iUU <b)nandu5s, IVius vero IVsnbrochlowBos 
vooo ad cortamen Pootioum. Vale, 

IlhutrWina tua dobscnlor cmra. 

' " JL SMITH. . 


, , , 3>'CK>:. 

Of Ka. BionABp IlcsK. 1 nan 6^^ few nannpniaU H/-* \ia« bred at 
Vr oat minster and C%n, bridge; and Jacob rclatet*, that. bn waa mme 
time tnior to tbe Duke of Biohiuoad. 

He appears from bi^writinga to baVe been not ill qnalitlod for 
poetical compcwitionsTand being consclbna of powera; « heu bo 
left thtt ^Vemtjv be euVtsted bim^elf among tbe wdt?, He was 
the famluar fmnd of Otway ; and was engaged, among otlser popn- 
Jar names, in the trapakcion of Ovid and Juvoual. In hie Ke- 
#iew/’ tbottgb nnJ&ms^^, are some vigoroua lines. Hk poems 
are not medio^iy ; nof Imve I l&nd mtiob i». them to be 
praieeA 


^ Pro Flaeoo aaimo ysola stUntiore, sur}p8i^««ui MiwODe 
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With the wit be eeezoi to have ahmd the di«6olutene«B of tbo 
timoa; fopeomeof bit oompoaitiona oPe »ucb mttat rcH 
vievrod with detae^tilbn in bia latter daye, ^ben IN ptibllabed tbbOe 
Semone wMob Felton baa oommended. 

Ferb^i>s libe «ox4^ bthOr Mtib fmm be ratbet talked 
than vloionalj^^ in ^ age when be tbab irould be ibou|(bt a 
Wit was nfl-aid to mf bi<^ praj eia j and %Ji«tO!eer 'migbt batpl&een 
bad in iba brat part ofbis Hfe, wae kntaly epndenmfm i^d reformed 
bjr ,his better jnaamebt. - - - * ' ‘v - >/ - h w ^ . 

in 168$, being then Master of Art»> and Felloar of Trinity Cob 
lege in Cambridge, be wrote a poem ob tlm marriage of tbe liady 
Anno with Ceope FritJce of Bonmark^ 

He tbtm todk otdwsj and, b<dn^ made prebendary ft Glonoesier, 
became a proctor in eonvocatian for that ebnreb, and i^plain to 
Queen Anne^ . 

In 1710, be was presented by tbe biabop of Winobeater to tbe 
wealthy liring of Witne^ain sOtfordabire, wbieb he majoyed put a 
few ffiontba. On February 10, lYTO^-ll, having returned ftom an 
entertainment, be was found dead the next morning;. His death is 
muBtioned in Swift's Joiunal i ' y 


r 


KIKO. 


WriUAn KiKawasbom in London in 1663 s Hxe son of Uaekiel 
King, a gontleman. He was allied to the family of Clarendon. 

From Woatminstfit aoAool, where be was a scholar on the founda- 
tion under the care of Br. Busby, be was at eighteen elected to 
Obrist cbuTcb, 1081; where be is said to have prosecuted his studies 
with So much inteuseness and aetivity, that before he was eight 
years standtug be bad read over, and made remarks Upon, tbenty- 
two thousand odd hundred books and manuscripts^ The books 
were certainly not very long, the manuscripts not very difficult, not 
tbe remarks vcwy large ; for tbe calculator will ffiid that be die* 
patched seven a day for every day of b^s eight years ; with a rem- 
nant that more tbm satisfies most other atnd^ts. He took bis 
degree in the most expensive manner, as a ymarf romponnder; 
whence it is inferred that he inherited a conmderbbie triune. 

In 1680, the same year In wbieh be was piaster of artSi be pub- 
lished a confutation of ^Tarillas’s amount of Wicklifilb; and engag- 
ing in the study of the Civil t^w, became doOtorin IW, and was 
admitted advocate at Boctom Oomiuons, 

He had already mad^ ^me translations from Ike french, s^d 
written some bumoroui and satirical places j when, in 1694, 
Moleswortb published his ** Account of BmunarV* in which he 
treats the Banes and their monarch with great contempt; and 
takes the opportunity of iusiuuatlug those wild principles, by 
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vliieE hift msspect tbat all mibordint^on and 

ment^ia^aiidiRailEeiped. ' ' -. i 

1]^ l^k ofeaded IMiioe George and ike Patdflk inimoiet pre- 
aented li memorial agaio&t it principles of its aniliefr did not 

ft aBelh^.'King; and tkeitffoire be nndertwk to part> and 

gli at the reet. The coniroTeiay Is now foifotten r and books of 
this kind seldom lire long^ when interest and resentment ha^ 
.ceased. ' ’’ 

^ In IW, hominfled In eontrormay bottreen Boyle and Bebt* 

. ly ; and was one of those who ts^od what Wit ooidd pmortn In op- 
position to learning, on a qnestion which Iteamlng only <^nld de- 
cide. • ' ' , ' 

In 1600, was jmbHidied by him ^ A Jonmy to IiOndon?* alter 
method of Jh, Ifartin Iitsier,.w%o had published A Journey 
to Paris.** And, in 1700, he satarised the Royal Society, at least 
Bk Hms Sloatitt their president, in two dialogues, iniitnled ** Tho 
^zansaotioner” 

.Thongb ha was a regnlsr advocate in the oonrta of civil and 
canon law, ha dld not love bis profession, nor indeed any kind of 
bwdnssg which Ih^emipted his voluptuary diroama, or forced hhn to 
roufle from that indulgence ht which he Only could find delight. 
Ei$ feptttatimt m a civilian was yet maintained by his judgments 
in the courts of Bd^egates, and very high by the address and 
knowledge which he discovered in 17#6, when ho4^fettdod thO earl 
of Angleaeawgaitttt his Ifidy, afterwards duchess of Buckingham- 
•hire, who «uA for a divoroe, and obtained it " « ' 

The expence of his pleasures, ted neglect of business, had now 
lessened tm revenues ; and he was tEfilling to accept of a sotGemcnt 
in Irdand, Where, about 1702, he was mide judge of the admiralty, 
commissioner of the prizes, keeper of the r^rds in Biriningham*s 
tower, and vioa^general to liarsh, the primate. 

But it is in vain to put wealth within the reach of him who will 
not stretch out his hand to take it. King e(»on found a friend, as 
idle and thoughtlemas himself, in Ppton, one of the judges, who 
had a pleasant house called Hountown, near BuMln, to which 
King fi^uently retired ; delighting to ni^lcct his interest^ forget 
his cares, and desort his duty. 

Here he wrote ** Molly of Mountown ” a poem : by which, though 
fanciful readers, in the pride of sagacity, have fpven it a poetical 
interpretation, was meant orkinally more than is exproBSM, as it 
was dictated only by the anthofs delight in the quiet of Moun- 
town. 


In 17U8, when Lord Wharton was sent to govern Ireland, King 
returned to London, with his poverty, his idleness, and hi» wit ; 
and puMisbed some emm oaUed ** Useful Ttansaotions/* His 
" T oyiige to the Island of Cajai^ai** is particularly loommended. He 
then wrote the *^Art of Love,” a poem remarkable, notwitMtanding 
its title, ferpurifcy of sentiment; and in 1760 imitated Horace in 
an Art of Cookery,*'' which he published with some letters to 
Doctor Listen 





m 

In 1710, hd itppMi^d aft a Lorar d the Cbtureh, on the lida af 
Baohmreil ; and was snppoiled to liate oonemred at least in the 
projection oif Tfw Examinm His fOpes were open to all operaiKonB 
^ Whigsism ; and lie bestowed so}nO atricinm upon Hoctor Ken- 
net^sadtuator^r sermon at the ikneral of tlie Duke of BoTonsidre# 

V ‘^Histoty nf tlm a book campoeed for 

sobools, was written hf Mtk in 4f Ik The work Is nsefal, but 
mii^t have been produced without tlm powois of ICinff* The same 
year he published 'fBudnus^*' an hiatoriciid essay ; aim a ia* 
tended to dispose the nation te think as he the Duke of 

Karlborough andhis adherents. , . ' ^ ^ 

Jtt 1711, ooiftpetence, if not plenty, was again put into hlsj^cr. 
He was, without the trouble of attendanee, or the mMlMinoa 
of a jref^uest, made gaaeteer. Swift, : Friend, Frier, and other men 
of Hie same brought him the key of the ganeteer*s o£loe^ 
He was now again plaw In a profitable omplojrment, and 
threw the benefit away. An act of insolrency made his bi^eM 
at that time particukrly troublesome; 8|id he would not wait till 
burry should be at an end, but impatiently signed it, smd 
returned to his wonted indigence and amusexiienta ^ / 

One of his amusements at Lambeth, where he rasklec^ was to 
morii^ Doctor Tenison, the archbishop, by a public cm 

the surrender of Dunkirk to HUl ; an event with which Tenison's 
political bigotry did not suifer him to be debghted* Sang was re- 
solved to counteract his fmllenne% and at m expense of a few 
barrels of ale, filled the nelghhouthood with hcmmt merriment 
In the autumn of 1712, his health defined ; he ^w Weaker by 
degrees, and died on Chni»tinas4ay» Though hia Im had net been 
without irregularity, Ms principles were pure and orthodox, and 
his death was pious. 

After this relation, it will bo naturally supposed that his poems 
were rather the amusements of idleness than the efiorts erf study; 
that he endeavoured rather to <iiyert than aatoniHi ; that his 
thoughts seldom aspired to sublimity; and that, if his verse was 
easy, and bis images familiaT, he attained what ho desired. His 
purpose is to be merry, but ^rhaps, to enjoy his mirtb, it may be 
sometimes necessary to tliiuk weU of his opinions* 


SPKAT, ' ' , 

TnoifAS SmAT was bom In 103^, at Tallaton, In Ddronsbire, il|p 
eon of .a dergyman ; and havir^ been educaM, as he tolls of him- 
self, not at Westminster ,or iSton, but at a little school by the 
churcMyaxd side, became a commoner of Wadham College, in Ox- 
ford, in 16fil ; and, being chosen scholar next year, proceeded 
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through the u^ual academical coum; aud, iu 1657| beoaxoe a 
aUiit*er of ; |le cbtained a fellow^^ip, aud coiumeuced poet ^ 
lu ok' t^e dhath of Oliver ww puhliaheq* wiih 

those of firjJidl aud Wilier* la hi« dedlea^e^ ^ Jjl^otor Wilkiuki 
he ftjfewe 4 wiUiag and likerw'®o<a«puwl> noth of the living 
leadili deai Pe imjdorea his patron'e knch^ of }k versee, both 
aa Idling} ** «o iktinHeljif belotr the lull and ^hlimf.ieklua of that 
e;i[;eel]ent poet who made hi# way of writing Itee ot Our jottian,*’ 
and being ♦‘«o little equal and pipoporfeioMu to the renown of a 
prince on whom they w«re written; such aotiouB and.Kves deaerv- 
fng to bo the sahject of the nohleat pens and aicdt divine faneiee.*" 
He proceeds : ‘^Having so long ^porieneed your and mdid- 
genoe, and been formed, as it were, hj your own hhnd% lo en* 
title you to any thing which my me|naess produoes w^kld be not 
01 ^ 10 justice, but sadrllegk” / 

He published the same year, a poem on the plague of Athens; a 
subject of which It is noi easy to say whah could recommend it— 
To these he added afterwards a poem on Mi Oowle/s death* 

After the Eestoration he took orders, and by wwley's recom* 
menoatiou was made chaplain to the Bnke of Buckingham, who is 
said to have helped la writing the ** Rehearsal.*’ He was likewise 
chaplain to the king* 

As he was the favourite of Wilkins, at whose house began those 
philosopMohl oenferenoes and inquiries, which in time produced 
the Boyal Society^ he wasconsequeutly engaged in ths same studies, 
and became one of the fellows : and irhen, alter their incorpora- 
tion, something seemed necessary to reconcile the public to the new 
institution, he undertook to write its history, which he published 
in 1667* This is one of the few books which selection of senti- 
ment and elegance of djctlon have been able to preserve, though 
written upon a subject flux and transitory* The •'History of tne 
Koy^ Sooiety” is now read, not with the wish to know what they 
were then doing, but how theb* ti^saetloi^ are exhibited by 
Sprat, 

In the next year he published ''Observations on Sorbere^s Voyage 
into Bngland, in a Letter to Mr. Wr^n.'’ This is a work not ill- 
performed,* but perhaps rewarded with at least its full proportion 
of praise. ' , 

In 1668, be published Cowley’s Latin poems, and prefixed in 
Latin, the Life of the Author, which he afterwards amplified, and 
placed before Oowle/s Buglish worlds, which were by will oomintt* 
ted to his care. , 

JScclesiastical benefices, now fell fast upon him, In 1668, he be- 
came a prebendary at Westminster, and had afterwards the Church 
of St. Margaret, adjoining to the Abbi^. He was, in 1680; made 
(Mon of Windsor; in 1688, Dean of Westminstm'; and in 1684, 
Bishop of Kochester. 

The Court hairing thus a claim to his diligence and gratitude, he 
was required to write the History of the Eve-house Blot, and in 
1686, publithad ^ true Arntmt and Declaration of the horrid 
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C<mBmraqT Mingt hU jfrfimi lCAj««tyf and tli 

mA wremmeht a pet^m^a^ tlioapt ccmyenielfkt, 

aftW the BeTOlatipi, m ' 

Tke B&me r«aT> %% efiMr iif^t 'Uftikd U^f lie mada 
d«iaAi <rf* akamtie*^ j aad^ #a yisar i^^^eivfcd thp 

lant ptoof pi tea iaaijtifa oouldett^ py ba|»f ^e Pt i\m 

ibir dciciisbiaBtii} aiSai:^' Oa day^Klieu 

ihi> Z»tfpkr»a’oa difitiajlpitthad soda of of 

land, he stood WWl*, and perm^ WjjBtmSftstter* 

hat pressed none to Tiolate his conaolende; am, 'iiimi the bishop 
of London waj^bion^ht belhie hisveleo in his fatotir. 

Thus far he ftdffered Interest or obedSetuM to etir^ hivt) bttt fur- 
ther he refniW t 6 go. When he ^pund that the esf the ec- 

deHiaetical commifi^oh ^ere to be exercised amhst who had 
refused the Beclaratibn, he tmde to the Lordi, ^d other oommis- 
sibnersj a formal profes8l9)A;%f his hn wililn^ess -to coterdse Ihht aur 
thority any longer, and withdrew himseltiVomthem; After they 
had read i^ttor* thiey adjourned f^or six mont^ tthd scarcely 
ever met afe^rwdrds. » ' ^ 

When king James was frighted away, and a new ^varnmeiit was 
to be settled, Bprat was one of those woo considered, ln<i| oonfarence, 
the great <p;e»tioh. Whether the crown wm vacant! ihd manfiilly 
spoke in faVbttr of his old master. 

He tjoinpliesd, however, with the new establisihinent, ashd was loft 
unmolested i but, in ]dP 2 , a strange attack was made upon hhn by 
one Kobert Young and S^tephen feladkhead ; both men coh^eted of 
infiimous crimes and both, when the scheme was laid, prison^ ^ 
ewgate. These men dfe w ujp an Assodatloii, in which th^ whoso 
names were sukcribed declared tlWlr resolutibn to restore king 
James, to seize the princess of Orange dead or aUve, and to be 
ready with thirty thousand men to meet king James when he shiiura 
land. To this they put the names of Sancroit, Sprat, Marlborough, 
# Salit^bury, and others. Tlie copy of Dr. Sprat’s name was obtained 
by a fictilWas request^ to which an answer, mkiip'wn Aoad, was 
desired. Ilia hand Was copied so wCU, that he conthfetsed iC might 
have deceived himself. Blackhead, who had carried the lettm-, 
being sent agajn with a plausible measage, was vorj; curious to «iee 
the house, and paHimdarly iniportanete to be let into the study ; 
where, as is stmposeiL he desired to leave the Assodfttieu. This, 
However was denied him ; and he dropped it in a flower pot in the 
parloiir. , . • 

Young ttoW laid ati information belbro the Privy Council ; and 
May 7 , 1602 , the bishop was arrested, and kept it » me^Uger^ 
under a strict guard ^leyhh days. Mia house w*a torched; and 
directions was given that iheflower^peis should be inspected, like 
me^engers, however, missed the room in which fhh paper Was left. 
Blaokhehd went ^erefore a thirdkime; flndihg his paper where 
he had Wt it, brought it away; ' ' • , 

The bishop, having been emarged, was on June the tOth and IBth, 
examined again before the Privy OounoU, and confronted his ac- 
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ousers. YotdAg t^en^tod in^ith the i&ost obdmi« imptide&06, 
skgai&st the etrongest evidence ; bnfc the molntion of BUtekhead bv 
degrees ga've way. There renudned at last no doubt of y>e bishop^ 
innoo«loe> with great prudenoe and diligence; traced the 
gneea; and detected the chamotei’s of the two informexa; and pnb- 
liahed an account of his own eaniniiiation and deliverance ; whicli 
»dMie anch an hnpressioti upon him, that he commemprated it ,, 
by a yearly day of thanksgiving* 

With what ho^, or what interest; the yfHaiiia hisid contrived an ' 
accusation which they must know theduielTes uHerly unable io 
prove; was never disoovm%4 

Afbw this; he passed his days in the<|uiet exerdBehf his fane- 
tloa* When the cause of Sachevetell put the public In commotion, 
he honestly appeared among the friends of the Church, He liyed 
to hisseyent^minih year, and died Hay 20, ITU. 

^Bnnmtls not imy favourable to hia memory ; hut be and Bur- 
net were Old nysls. On sonm public pooSslon &ey both preached 
before the Hoose of Commons There prevailed fn those days an 
indecent cuid»nn j when the preacher touched any favodrite topic 
in a manner that delighted hfs andience, their approbation was ex- 
presssed by a loud hvMj continued in ^oporUon to their zeal or 
pleasure. When Barnet preached, part of his congregation Attw-med 


BO loudly itnd so long, that ho sat down to enjoy ft, and rubbed hiS 
faoe with his handkerchief. When Sprat preached, he likewise was 
honoured wB^ the like ammatlng hm ; but he streiohed out Ms 
hand to the congregation, and cried, ** Peace, pe^^oe ; I pray you, 
pesee ” 

This I was told, in my youth by my father, an old man, who had 
been no careless (d>s«:ver of the passages of those times. 

Burners aeormon, ear Salmon, was remarkable for sedition, and 
.Sprat’s for loyalty. Burnet had the thanks of the House; Sprat 
had no thanks, but a good living from the king, which, he said, was 
of as much value as the thanks of the Commons. 

The works of Sprat, beridei bis few poems, are; The Histoiy 
the Boyal Society, The life of Ccwl^, The Answer to Sorbfere, 
The History of the Bye house Plot, The Belation of his own Bxa- 
minatioii, and a volume of Sermons. X have heard i^observed, with 
eat justness, that every book is of a difTerent kind, and that each 


My busineas is only with his poems. He considered CdWIey a^w 
model ; and supposed that, as he was imitated, peifeotlon was ap- 
proached. Kothing, therefore, but PUdaiic Klwirty was to be 
expected. There is in his Tew preduotions no want of su^ con- 
ceits as he Hiough excellent : and of those our judgment may be 
settled by the first that appears in his praise of Cinmwcll, Where he 
sM, that Cromwellk ** fame, like man, wBl grow white as it grows 
pM.” ■■ ^ 
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Tbjc lifb of tkd Ukrl of Haljiii^x wm iKToporly tbfti ^ ^ ai^ aikd 
active stateasm* in l^alaiiDlni l»me% ooi^mv^ ^|»o(ii- 

ontBi and comlbaiia| oppoalUon^ tm4 oxposod to of 

of adi^ncement ana degradatiori; but, in <^ia oOliO0tie)if, metical 
merit ia the olai|ioi to attention^ and tbo acoau^ vbiob, k nora lo 
be eapectod may proporiy be proportioned not to hk InfluebOe m 
the state, but ^ £k rai^ among the uriiors of vwm 

Charlofl Montague boni April Id, 1661, at ibxrifm^.ia IToitli* 
amptontfliii^ the eon of Oeo^ Montague^ a younger smt tbe 
Earl of Hanebesier^ He ^irdr educated iM In the dotmtryi and 
then removed to Vettimii8ter, vhere^ in 1677^ be was otmean a 
king's ficboiat; and retx^mniend^ bimself to Busby li^ Ida feUrify 
in extemponiy epiirams. He eontraoted a very intimate Mena« 
eliip with Jllr. Stepney; and in 3662, when Stepney was elecW at 
CambridgCi the election of Montague being not to proeUed till the 
year following, be waa afraid l^t by being placed at Otford be 
might bo separated from bis companion, and therefore sbUeited to 
be removed to Oambiidgey without waiting for the advantages of 
anotlier year. 

It seems Indeed time to wish for a removal ; for be was already a 
school boy of one and«twenty, 

His relation, Br« Montague, was then master of the ooUege in 
which ho was placed a fellow’commoner, and took him under his 
particular care* Here he commenced an acquaintance with the . 
great Newton, whidi oismtinued through his Me, and was at last 
attested by a legacy. 

*<ln 16So, his verses on the death of King Charles made euch an 
impressieiii on the Baid of Hornet^ dihat he was invited to town, and 
introduced by that universal patron to the other wits. In 16B7, he 
joined witbExlof in tbeC«ey Mom and Country M<ms$f a burlesque 
ol Dryden’s Hind and He signed the inTitatiou to the 

Prince of Orange, and sat in the coo vention. He about the same 
tiiiLe married the dowager Countess of Manchesieir, and intended to 
have taken ordem; but afterwards altering lus purpoee, he pur« 
chased 1^00^ the place #f one of the dlerks of the counclL 

After he had writtim his epistln on the victory of the Bo^m, his 
patron Horset introduced him to Xing William, with this expres- 
sion ; Sir, 1 have brought a AfoKw to wait on your To 

which the king is said & hw replied, . "Ton do WflU to put me in-^ 
the way of making a Mon of him and ordered him a pension oi 
five hundred pounds. This story, however current, seems to have 
been made after the event. The king's answer impUes a grthter 
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Milt otur^ptoverbiidi atid l&millar dMM kin|E 
W{lUa^;i0ot^d poHBibly bav^ «^ttdned. 

, , member of,, |be holtse ef comm^Bii^lie «i^ed 

iva^mb m favb# of a law i6 gmnt the aasiataiice of cou^ In 
tni3a,|E»r andi In the mid«t of his Bpeech £ilRng in^ 

aome wae for a wluie jdhmfc ; but, recovering bSeeelf, 

cbeeftedi **boW reasonable it was to aliow eqii^ari to men wted # 
orimlnalB before a court orjtisri^ when* it a|^|reared boW mweb 
the |>r<^enco of that afisembly ooilld disconcert oUe of their own 
bodjr.” , 

After this he rose, fast into honours and enmlovments. 
made one of the ^ommlmondm of the ireaB^iry, and eaUea ^o 'fhe 
privy-amncU; In li6.&4, he became chancellor of the iatob^mtiri 
and, the neit jiear engaged In the ]^at attempt of the re^etdi^e, 
vrhich was in two y^rs happily oo%]leted. In 16&6, he projected 
the genera and la^ed tlm credit of the exchequer: and^ after 
inquiry eoacerning a grant of Irish crown land|> it was determined 
by n vote of the commons, that Oharlee Montague, cnu^uire, fM 

/amir* In 1606, being advanced to the hrst 
commisidon of the treasury, he was appointed one of the ^gerny 
in the king's absence ; the next year he was made auditor m Ihu 
exchequer^ and the year after created baron Halilhx, Be was* 
however, impeached by Urn Commous ; but the article were dls* 
miaacd by the Lords. 

At the accession of Queen Anno lie was disonissed from the conn* 
ml : and in the hmt parliament of , bet reign was again attacked by 
Commons, and again oiscapod by the t>rot«otion of the liords. 
In 170i, he wrote an anlswer to Bromltyh speech agaxnrir iccarional 
conformity* Ho beaded the inquiry into tbc danger of the Church. 
In 1706, fie proposed and negodated the Cuion with Bcollalid," and 
when the elector of Han<#ver received tbe^rter, after the act had 
passed for securing the IVotestaat Succceaion, he was appointed to 
carry the- ensigus of the order to the electoral court. He sat, as 
one of the Judgofi of Baoh©vere|l * but voted ft)r a mUd sentottce. 
Being now no longer in favour, he contrived to obtain a trrit for 
summoning the electoral prince to pariiainont us duke of Cam* 
bridge. 

At the i|uocn'a death he was appointdl one of the regents ; and 
at the accession of Qeorge the Fimt was mnde eayl of Balifax, 
knight of the garter, and first cemmiteioner qf t|i^* trcastity/ #ith 
a grant to his nephew of the reverdnn pf tqe iSdiiowihip qf the 
exchequer. More Was not to bq had, and this h« gqpt but a 
while : for on the 19th of Hay, 1716, he died of an iiifiamumricn of 
his lungs. 

Of him, who from a poet beesme'a patron of peew it will bo 
readily believed that the works would not miss of c«de|jratmn. 
Addison began to praise him eary, and wa« followed ot (fecompanied 
by aiher poqfs ; pcrhai^ by almost atli except Swift and tope, who 
fotebor^a to natter him in his life, and after m death epoke oi him, 
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Swift wiih slight oeiiBiU’e, and Pope in the character Bufo with 
acrimonious contempt, 

He was, as Pope say«> ‘"ftd i^th dedications for IHchell aflSiTms 
that no dedication was unrewarded* l?o charge all unmerited 
praise with the guilt of flattery, and to suppose that the encomiast 
always knows and feelfs the fklseboods of his assertions, is surely to 
discover great ignorance of human nature and human life. In de« 
terminatihus de{jending not ou ruieSy hut on ^experience and com- 
parison, jwdgiwent is alwayg in some degree subject to affection, 
Very near to admiratioti is the wish to admire. 

Every maii willingly gives vahie to the praUo which he receives, 
and conaidors i<he Mcntcnce passed in his favour as the atmtence of 
di^cernmpnt. ^e admire tn a ftiend that undeTstanding that 
selected ^ fpj confidence; we admire more, in a patron, that judg- 
ment which, instead of scattering bounty indiscriminately, directed 
it to us; and, if the patron be an author, those perfnrmancea 
which gratitude forbids to blame, offi^ion will easily dispose us 
to exalt. 

To these prejudioea, hardly culpable, inlcrcfifc adds a power al- 
ways operating, though n<»fc always,' because not wiUingiy, per- 
ceived, The modesty of praise xvears grailuajly away ; and perhaps 
the pride of patronage may be in time so increased, that modest 
praise will no longer please. 

Many a blandishment was practised upon Halifax, winch he would 
never has known, had ho uo other attractions than iliofc>'c of ins 
poetry, of which a short time has withered the beauties. It w<mld 
now be esteemed no honour, by a contributor to the tuonthiy bun- 
dles of worses, to be told, that, in strains either familiar or sokmu, 
he sings like Montague, 


PAKNELU 

Tns Life of Hr.Tamell in a task which 1 should very W'ilUngly de- 
cline, since it has been lately written by Goldsmith, a man of such 
variety of powers, and such felicity of performance, that ho always 
seemed to do best that which he was doing; a man who had the art 
of being miutitc without tediodsnets, and general without confu- 
sion ; whose language wji? copious without cxurnborance, exact 
without constraint, and easy without weakness. 

What such aw author has told, wlm would 1 ell again Ih.av© 
made an alMracfc from hn larger narrative ; aud have this gratidon- 
tioii from my ^ittempt, that it ^vesme nn opportunity of 
due tribute to the memory of Goldsmith. 

To gew gms esU thtttonton. ^ 

Thokas pAifXKLii wa« the sou of % coimnonwealth»man of the 
2 M 
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same w)io ai tlie Ueatoraiion, left OoDgIciou in CiiashitA^ 
ii7here tbo family had been eetablisbed for seveiral centnrieey mdf 
aettling in Ireland, pnrchaaed an estate, which, with his lands in 
Cheshire, descended to the poet, who was born in DnbUn in 1671) ; 
and, after the nsnal education at a grammar-school, waa, at the age 
of thirteen, admitted into the College, whore, in 1700, he became 
master of arts ; and was the same year ordained a deacon, though 
uttder the canonical age, by a dispensation ixom the Bishop of 
Berry, 

About three years afterwards ho was made a priest ; and in ,1705, 
Br. Aalic, the bishop of Clogher, conl’crred upon him the archdea* 
conry of Cloghcr. About the same time ho mafried Mrs. Ann 
kinchin, an amiable lady, by whom he had two sons, who died 
young, and a daughter who long eunrived him. 

At the ejection of the Whigs, in the einl of Qtiecu Anne*ft reign, 
Parnell was persuaded to, change his gpar^y, not without much cen^ 
sure from those whom he^wook, and was received by the new mi- 
jMfttry as a valuable roinforooment. When the earl of Oxford wjjs 
told that Dr. TVueil waited among the crowd in the outer room, 
he went, with the persuasion of Swift, wdth his treasurer's staff in 
his handj to enquire l\*r him, and to bid him welcome ; and ns may 
be inferred from Pope’s dodication, admitted him as a iavnurite 
oompanion to his convivipl hours; but, as it seems often to have 
happened in those times to the favourites of the great, wUhout 
aitenliim to his fortune, which, however, was in no great need of 
ininrovement.. 

Parnell, who did not want ambition or vanity, w'aa desirous to 
make himfeielf consincuouR, and to shew how much ho wjw Worthy of 
hiijii preferment As ho thought himEidf properly qualified to be- 
come a popular preacher, he displayed his elocution with great buc- 
ccj»s in the pulpits of London; but the queen’s death putting an end 
to his expectations, abated his diligenve ; and Pope I'epreeentB him 
as falling fiom that time, into iotemporance of wino. That in hia 
latter life he Was too much a lovo» of the bottle, is not denied ; but 
I, have heard it imputed to % cauHc more likely to obtain forgive- 
from mankind the untimely death of a dqrliug eon ; or, aft 
otheii5 t<dl, tho loss of his wife, who died (1712) in Ihc midst of his 
expectations. 

He wa^ now to derive every future addition to his preferments 
from his ]>pr?unf>l interost with liifi private friends, and be was not 
Idu^; uarogirdcd. IL> was warmly recctmmcnded by Swift !<» arch- 
bishop Ku.g, who ^:avo him ^prehend m 37];i; and in 1710, 
presented him to the, vicaiMge of Pingla«R, in the dioceSC of Bublin, 
W'orfch four hnndr<id poundn a year. Such notice from such a innn^ 
inoliiifjs me to Ix licvf^ that the vice, of which he has been accueod, 
not gross, or ?u)t notorioU'J. 

But his prosperity did not Ust long. Jlis end, whatever was its 
cause^ was now approaching. Ho enjoy<’d his preferment little 
m(>ro than a year; for, in July, 1717, in his thirty-eight year, he 
died fit Chester, on hie way to Ireland, 
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Be to have been one of those poets who take a delight in 
writing. He j^ontribiited to the papeis of that time, and probably 
published more than he owned, He left tnany compositions behind 
him, of which Pope selected those which ho thought beat, and de- 
dicated tliem to the Earl of Oxford. Of these, Goldsmith has given 
an opinion, hnd his criticism it is seldom safe to contradict. Ho 
bestows juat praise upon the **Pise of Woman,” the “Fairy Tale,” 
and the “ Pervigilium Yeneris but has very properly remarked, 
that in “ The Battle of the Mice and Frogs/' the Greek names have 
not in English their original effect. 

He tells us t^at the ** Bookworm” U borrowed from “ Beza ; ” but 
he sbotiM have added with mo(i€r)i a}y^licatims ; and when he dis- 
covers that “(Jay Bacchiia” is translated from “ Augurellns,” he 
ho ought to have remarked that the latter pari is purely Pam ell's. 
Another poem, *' When Spring comes on,” is, he says, taken from 
the French. I would add, tlKit the description of “ Barrenne^” in 
his vetses to Pope, was borrowed froin Secundus ; but, lately, in 
flcarcMng for the passage which I had formerly read, 1 coula not 
find it. The ’/Night-piece on Death*’ is indirectly preferred by 
(Joldsmith to Orayx Ghurchyard but, in my opinion, Gray has 
the advantage in dignity, variety, and originality of sentiment. 
He observes, that tho story of the ‘'Hermit” is in “More’s Dia- 
logues,” and '* Howell’s Letters,” and supposes it to have been ori- 
ginally A^bian. 

Goldsmith has not taken any notice of the “Elegy to the Old 
Beauty/’ which is perhaps the meanest ; nor of the " Allegory on 
Man/' the happiest of ParTioli’s performances. The hint of the 
“Hymn to Contentment” I suspect to have been borrowed from 
Clefvciand. 

The general character of Parnell is not great extent of compre- 
hensiotii/or fertility of mind. Of the little that appears, still less 

hi9 own. His praise must be derived from the easy sweetness of 
his diction : in liis verses, there is more Wppinees than pains; he is 
sprightly without effort, and always delights, though he never ra- 
vishes ; every thing is proper, yet every thing seems casual. If 
there is some api)carauoe of elaboration in the “Hermit,” the nar- 
rative, as it is less airy, is loss jtlcasing. Of his other compoHitions, 
it is imposMblc to say, whether they arc the jivoductions of Nature, 
BO excellent as not to want the help of Art, or of Art so refined, as 
to rcBcmblo Nature. 

This criticism relates ojily to the pieccB published by Pope. Of 
tbe large appendages which 1 find in the last edition, 1 can only 
say, that 1 know not wheiico they came, nor have ever inquired 
whither they are going. They stand upon the faith of the com- 
pilers, • 
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§AMV8L OARfp was of a good fainily in Yorkshire, and from eomo 
Bfthool in his own country hocame a student at Pcter^houst* in Cam- 
bridge, where he resided till he became doctor of physiv on July 
7th, ld91. He was examined before the CoUegi at Ijondoh on 
March l^th, l091-‘4 and admitted follow, June mh, 1698. Tie 
was soon so mnoh distinguished by his conversation and accomplish- 
ments, as io obtain very oxtosivc practice; and, if a pamphlet of 
those times may bo credited, had the favour and coriiklcace of ond 
party, as Radolift'e had of the other. • • 

He is always mentioned iis a matv of benovoloDce ; arul it is jni^t 
to suppose that his devsire of helping the hfdidosr!; di'^posed him to 
(BO much »oal for the Dapamiri/ ; an uoderUkirig, of which some 
account, however short, i.«( proper to be given. 

Whether what Temple aays bo true," that physicians have had 
more learning than the other faculties, 1 will no; stay lo ciKjuirc; 
but, 1 believe, every man has found in T*hyrti<rtn« giout liltcnility 
and dignity of sentimeut, very prompt cifiiHxou of bemdiceutH', and 
willingness to exert a lucrative art wlua'c* llicro in no in»po of )i>ci*e. 
Agreeably to this character, the Oolloge ot rhysiovun, iti July 

1687, published an edict, requiring all tlie follows, caudidatcft, and 
licentiates, to give gratuitous udvioe to the m-ighbouriag poor. 

This edict was sent <o the court of nUl-'i men ; und. a quostiem 
being made to whom tho apj^-llation of p^or ^hmild tc extend 
ed, the College answered, that it. sb.tuld lie histfid^'ot to bring a 
ttastimonial from the dergymuu <dru*iating in the pariftii where tho 
patient resided. 

After a year's experience, the phyMcians fnnod their charity frus- 
trated by some nialiguaiit oppo^uion, and n>;ulo to a great /legrec 
vain by the high price ff phj'dc; they therefore rated, in August 

1688, that the laboratory of tho College should be accommodated 
to tho preparation of tnodicine.s, and anotiior rcioui prepared for 
their reception ; and that the cuntribulor.'i to the expense hhouUl 
manage the charity. 

It was now expected, that the apotla-caries v-ould have ttndor- 
taken the care ol‘ providing mcdioiof^i ; but they took another 
course. Thinking tho whole doAtgu ponii<;i'.us to* their interest, 
they endeavoured to raise a faction again.-r it in the College, and 
iimnd some physicians mean enough to inJicit tlicir patronage, by 
betraying to them the counsels ol the College. Tho greater part, 
how^ever, enforced by a new edict, in 1094, the former order of 1637, 
and mt it to the mayor and aldermen, who appointed a oommittec 
to treat with the College, and settle the mode of administering the 
charity. 
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it vm desired by tlie aldermen, that the testimonials of church- 
wardens and o\"erseers should be admitted ; and that all hired Bcr- 
vantB, Hud all apprentices to handicraftemeu, should be conBidered 
as poof. Thhi likewise was granted by the College. 

It was then considered who should distribute the mediciueS) and 
who should settle tlieiv prices^ The physicians procured some 
ajMithecarieB to undertake the dispensation, offered that the 
warden and company of the -Apothecaries should adjust the price. 
This offer was rejected ; and the apothecaries who had engaged to 
assist the charity were considcrort as traitors to the company, 
threatened with the imposition of troublesome ofUces, and deterred 
from the performance of their engagements. The apothecarieslmn- 
tured upon public opposition, and presonttKl a kind of remonsirance 
against tho design to the committee of the city, which the physi- 
cians condescended to confute; and at least the traders jBcem to 
have prevailed among I he sons of trade; for the proposal of the 
CoHcgo having been couEddePed, a paper of approbation was drawn 
up, blit po«tpnned and forgotten. 

IMic physicians stiU persisted ; and a subscription was raised 
by themssclvcp, according to an agreement prefixed to the Bispen- 
sary. Tho poor wore, f(»r a time, snpidied with medicines; for how 
long a lime, 1 know not. The medicinal charity, like others, began 
with ardour, but soon remitted, and at last died gradually away, 
.A-bout the time of the subscription begins the action of the 

The IViom, as itsKubtect w^as preseut and popular, co- 
operated with pfisHions and prejudieefi then prevalent, and, with 
such auxiliaries to its intrinsic merit, was nuiversally and liberally 
applauded. It was on the side of charity apLinst the iutriguea of 
interest, and of regular learning i^iiin’gt licentious usurpation of 
iiuxiunl authority, and was therefore naturally favoured by those 
who read and CAau judge of vootry. 

Ill IdOT, (rarth spoke that which is now called the Murvetan 
Oration : W'hich I ho authors of the Biographia mention with more 
praise than tho passiigc <|«nted in their notes will fully justify. 
Oarih, speaking of the mischiefs' done by i^uaoks, has these expres- 
sions : tamon tehs %mhu'iat ista agyrtarum cwllavies, sed 

thoiiaca quadahi magis perniciosa, non pyi’io, sed pulvere neecio 
quo oxotico cMjrtat non globuHs plumheis, sed pilulis teque letha- 
libus interficit.'* This was certainly thought fine by the author, 
and is still admired by his biographer. In October ITOii, he be- 
came one of the censors of the Uollege, 

Oarth, being an motive ^id xealOns Whig, waa a member of the 
Kit cat club, and, by consequence, familiarly known to all the great 
men of that denoniiimtion. In 1710, when the government fell into 
other hands, he writ to Lord Godolphin, on his diamission, a short 
poem, which was criticii^cd in the and so aucccasfullf 

pother defended or excused by Mr. Addison, that, forthcaake of 
tho vindicntiou, it ought to be preserved. 

At the accession of the preBent family his merits were adtnow- 
lodged and re vardecL He was knighted with the sword of his hero. 
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M&rlboTOUgh ; and vras made phydcian in ordinary to the king^ and 
ph^unan-general to the army. 

He then undertook an edition of Ovid's Metamorphoses* tramda^ 
ted hj several hands; which he recommended by a preface* writ- 
ten with more ostentation than ability ; his notions are half-formed 
and his materials immethodically confused. This was hU last 
work* He died Jan, 18* 1717-18, and was buried at Ilarrow-on-tho 
Hill. 


His personal character seems to have been social and liberal. 
He communicated himself through a very wide extent of acquaint- 
ance ; and though hrm in a party^ at a time when firmness included 
vii^lence, yet ho imparted his kindness to those who were not sup- 
posed to favour his principles. He was an emdy encour^er of 
Pope, and was at onoe the friend of Addison and of Granville. He 
is accused of voluptuousness and irrcligion ; and Pope, who says, 
that ** if ever there wiia .a good Christian, without knowing himself 
to be so it wjw Dr. Garth,” seems Aot hblo to deny what he is 
anspy to hear, and loath to confess. 

rope afterwards declared himself convinced, that Garth died in 
the communion of the Church of Pome, having been privately ro- 
<x>nciled. It is observed by Low'tl), that there is less distance than 
is thought betwen scepticism and popery ; and that a mind, weaiiexl 
with perpetual doubt, willingly seeii repose in the bosom of an in- 
fallible <murch. 

His poetry has been praised at least equal to its moric. In the 
"Dispensary” there is a strain of smooth and free verriidoation ; but 
few lines are eminently elegant. No passages fall below medio- 
crity, and few rise much above it. The plan seems formed without 
just proportion to the subject ; the means ';nd end have no neces- 
fsary connection. Ilesnel, in his Preface to Pope^ Essay, remarks, 
that Garth exhibits no disorimination of oharactex'; and that what 
any one saya might, with equal propriety, have been said by an- 
other. The general design is, pcirhajja, open to criticism ; but the 
composition can seldom bo charged with inaccuracy or negligence. 
The author never slumbeiv in Belf-indulgence ; his full vigour is al- 
ways exerted ; scarcely a line is left uniiniBhed ; nor is it easy to 
find an expression used by constraint, or a thought imperfectly ex- 
pressed. It was remarked by Pope, that the " Dispensary” had been 
corrected in every edition, and that every change was an improve- 
ment, It appears, however, to want something of ^etical ardour, and 
something of general delectation ; and therefore, since it has been 
no longer supported by accidental and ^ntrizuiic popularity, it has 
been scarcely able to support itself, 
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EOWIL ^ 

Kiohouh Bowk wa« bom at Little Beokfor^ in Bedfordabire^ In 
1678. Hk family had long po«eeiaaed a oonaiclerable eatate, with a 
good house at Lamberton iu Dtivonshire. His ancestor from whom 
he descended iu a direct lino, received the arms borne hy his do- 
BcendauU in the Holy war. His father, John Bo we, who was the 
first that quitted his paternal cares to piactise any art, of profit, 
professod the law, and published Beulow's and Ballison’s Bo^rts 
in the reign of J ames the Second, when in opposition to the notions, 
then diligently propagated, of dispensing power, ho ventured to 
remark how low his author# rated the prerogative. He was made 
a Serjeant, and died April 30, }6dlL Ho was buried in the Temple 
Chnrch. ^ 

Kicholaa was first sent to a private school at Highgate ; and 
being afterwards removed to Westminster, was at twelve years old 
chosen to be one of the king’s scholars. His master was Busby, w’ho 
safiered none of his scholars to let their pf^wers lie useless , and his 
exercises in several languages are said to have been written with 
uncommon degrees of eacellenoe, and yet to have cost him Very 
UtUc labour. 

At sixteen he had, in his father’s opinion, made advaneda in 
learning sufficient to qualify him for the study of law, and was en- 
tered a student of the Middle Temple, where for some tinio ho Te4^d 
statutes and reports with proficiency proportionate to the foi»e of 
his mind, which was already such that ho endeavoured to compre- 
hend law, not as a series of precedents, or col lection of positive pre* 
cepts, but as a system of rational government, and impartial 
justice. 

When he was nineteen, he was, by the death of his father, left 
more to his own direction, and probably frt»m that time suffered 
law gradually to give way to poetry. At twenty-five he produced 
the ‘’Ambitious Ste}>Mother/' which was received with so much fit- 
vour, that he devoted himself firom that time wholly to elegant 
literature. 

His next tragedy (1702) was "Tamerlane,’' in which, under the 
name of Tamerlane, he icAended to characterise Bing ^Yilliam, and 
Louis the Bourteentb under " ^^azet." The virtues ot Tamerlane 
seem to have been arbitrarily assigned him by his poet, for 1 know 
not that history gives any other qualities than those which make a 
conqueror. Tho fashion, however, of the time was, to accumulate 
upon Louis all that can raise horror and detestation ; and whatever 
good was withheld from him, that it might not be thrown away, 
was bestowed upon King William. • 

This WM thg tragedy which Bowa valttod flftost, and that which 
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probaUly, by tbe help of poetical ausdliariee^ excited meet applause; 
but occasional poetry mnat often content itself with occasional 
praise, Tamerlane has ior a long time been acted only once a year, 
on the night when King Wil Ham landed. Our qnarrel »^ith Louis 
has been Tong over; and it now gratifies neither zeal nor malice to 
see him pahited with aggravated features, like a Saracen upon a 

The '‘Fair Penitent/’ his next production (1703,) is one of th<^ 
most pleasing tragedies on the stage, ^rhere it still keeps its turns 
of appearing, and probably will long keep them, for there is sdrcely 
any work of any poet at once so inter<isting by the fable, and so de- 
lightful by the language. The story is domestic,* and therefore 
easily received by the imagination, and jwsimilated to common 
life /the diction ia exquisitely harmonious, and soft or sprightly as 
occiision requires, 

iThe character of Lothario seems to have been expanded by 
E chardsou into Lotelace ; but he baS^^x^elled his original in the 
moral effect of the fiction. LotkanOf with gaiety which cannot bo 
h ated, and bravery which cannot be despised, retains too much of 
the spectator’s kindness- It was in the power of Kichardson alone 
to toach us at once esteem and detent ation, to make virtuoua re- 
sentment overpower all the benevolence which wit, elegance, and 
courage, naturally excite ; and to lose at last the hero lit the villain*. 

The fifth act is not ♦^qual to the fiirnxjr ; the events of the drama 
ate exhausted, and little remains but to talk of what is past, It 
han been observed, th-vt the title of the play does not sufficiently 
correspond with the behaviour of Calista, who at last shewa no 
evident sijus of repentance, but may bo reasonably suspected of 
feeling pain from detection rather than from guilt, and expresses 
more Hhame than sorrow, and more rage than shame. 

fltb next (1706) was '^CTiyssesj" which, with the common fat« 
of mythologlciil stories, is uow generally neglected. We have been 
too early acquainted with the pot*tical heroes, to expect, any plea- 
sure from their revival ; to shew tnem, as they have already be«n 
shewn, is to disgust by repeUtion ; to give them new qualities, or 
new adventurers, is to offend by violating received notions. 

The*‘Eoyal Convert” (1708) seems to have a better claim to 
longevity. The fable is drawn from an obscure and barbarous age, 
to which fiction? arc more easily and properly adapted ; fdr when 
objects are imperfectly seen, they easily take forma from 
tion. The «cene among our ancestors in our own country, and 
therefore very easily catches attention. ^'Hodo^um is a personage 
truly tragical, of high spirit, and violent piwsiaas, great with tem- 
pestuous dignity, and wicked with a soul that would have been 
heroic if it had been virtuous. The motto seems to tell, that this 
ptey was not snctmfful. 

ftowo does not always remembef what Ms charaotors require. In 
there is some ridiculous mention of the Ood of Love; 
and RfWoguue, a savage Saxon, talks of Yenua^ and the dagle that 
bears the thunder of Jupiter* 
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^ "The play dia^wverft it« own dafce, by a prediction of the Union,*' 
in naUniion of Cranmer’s prophetic promiseft to Me.r 0 y the £!*gh^ 
The anticipated hlesainge of union are not very uatmally intro- 
duced, nor very happily expresaed. 

He once (I7ir>) uied to change his hand. He ventured on a 
comedy, and produced the *'■' Biter f with which, though it was 
unfavourably treated hy the artdience, he waa bimeelf delighted ; 
for he ‘^aid to have sat in. Hie houee laughing with j^eat vehe- 
mexicij, wheiHJvfcr he bed, in hi? own opinion , produced a jeet. But, 
finding that hf and the public bad no sympathy of mirth, he tried 
at lighter scenes no more. 

After the lloyal Convert (1714) appeared "Jane Shore," written, 
as its author prt»fei!dcs, m imifation of Shah^pearf*s ttglc* In whit 
be thought himself an imitator of Shakespeare, it is not easy to 
conceive. The numbei's, the diction, the sentiments, and the con- 
duct, every thing i)i which imitation can consist, are remote in the 
utmost degree from the,ms^incr of Shakespeare ; whose dramas it 
resettihles only as it is an English story, and as some of the persons 
have their names in history. This {day, consisting chiefly of 
domestic seen os and private" distress, lays hold upon the heart. 
The wife is forgiven beouujo she repents, and the husband is ho- 
noured be(*,;iusc he torgivefi. This, therefore, is one of those pieces 
which Wf still wcicioiie on the stage. 

Tji« laM tragedy (ITlTd was " bady Jane Grey.” This subject 
had been chopcn by Mr. Smith, whose papers were put into Eowe’s 
hands su^di as hn dcHudhes them in his preface. This play has 
likewise sunk into oblivion,- From this time he gave nothing more 
to the stage. 

Being by a competent f.jrtuno exempted from any necessity of 
combating his inclinaliim, he never wrote in distress, and therefore 
does iu»t uppeur to have ever written in haste, Hia works w^ere 
Ijnir-bcd to hia own approbation, and bear few marks of negligence 
or hurry. It remarkable, that his prologues and epilogues are 
all his own, tlvough be sometimes tupplied others ; lie afforded 
help, but did not solicit it , 

As his studios necessarily made him acquainted with Shakespeare, 
and acipuiinttyiv'c produced veneration, he undertook (1709) an 
edition of bis works, from which he neither received much praise, 
nor seems to lunc expected it ; yet, I belitvc, thoae who compare 
it with Ibrmcr cojiitjH will find tliat he has done more than he pro- 
mised ; and that, without the pomp of notes or boasts of criticism, 
many passages arc hap{)jly restored. He prefixed a life of the 
author, such as tradition, then almost expiring, could supply, and 
a preface ; which caniiot bo said to discover much profundity of 
penetration. He at least contributed to the popularity of his 
author. 

He was willing enough to improve his fortune by other arts th?n 
poetry. He was under-secretary for three years when the Puke of 
Queensberry was secretary of state, and afterwards applied^to the 

2 M 0 
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Earl of Oxford for some public employment*. Oxford enjoined 
turn to study Spanish ; and whon^ some time aftervmrds, he came 
a^ain, and said that he had mastered it, dismissed him with this 
congratulation; Then, Sir, I tixrj you the pleasure of reading 
Don Quixote in the original,” 

This story is suflioicntly attested ; but why Oxford, who desired 
to be thought a favourer of literature, should thus insult a mau of 
acknowledged merit; or how Ilowe,^ho was so keen a Whig+, that 
he did not willingly converse with men of the oppoa^ party, cottld 
ask preferment from Oxford ; it is not now p(i»iDle to discover. 
Pope, who had told the story, did not say on what occasion the 
advice was given ; and, though he owned liowe's disappointment, 
doubted whether any injury was intended him, but thought it ra- 
ther lord Oxford's txjld 

It is likely he lived on discontented through the rest of Queen 
Anne's reign ; but the time came at last when he found kinder 
friends. At the accession of King George he was made poet laurcat ; 
1 am afraid by the ejection of poor Nahum Tate, who (17 If) died 
in tho Mint, where ho was forced to seek shtUer by extreme 
poverty. He was made likewise one of tho land-surveyors of the 
customs of tho port of London. The Prince of Wales chose him 
clerk of his council ; and the lord chnncellor Parker, as soon as he 
received the seals, appointed him, unasked, secretary of the pre- 
sentations. Such an accumulation of employments undoubtedly 
produced a very considerable revenue. 

Having already translated some parts of Lucans Pharsalia,” 
which had been publisbed in the Miscellanioa, and doubtless re- 
ceived many praises, he undertook a verflion of the whole work, 
which he lived to dniah, but not to publwh. It sceina to have been 
printed under the cai*e of Dr. Welwood, who prefixed the author’s 
life, in which is contained the following character : 

As to his person, it was graceful and well made ; his face regu- 
lar, and of a manly beauty, is his soul was well lodged, so its 
rational and animal faculties ex:*cllcd in a high degree. He had 
a quick and fruitful invention, a deep ponetratian, and a largo 
compass of thought, with singular dtxterity and easiness in making 
his thoughts to be understood, fie was master of moat parts of 

i jolito learning, especially the classical authors, both Greek and 
^atin; understood the PVcnch, Italian, and Spanish languages; 
and spoke the first fluently, and the other two tolerably weU. 

lie had likcwiije read most of tho Greek and Koman histories 
in their origin al languages, and moR,^ that arc wrote in Eng- 
lish, French, Italian, nnd Spanish. He had a good taste in philo- 
sophy ; and, having a firm iinpresaion of religion upon his mind, 
he took great delight in divinity and ecclesiastical history, in both 
'l^hich he made great advances in the times he retired into the 
country, which was frequent. He expressed, on all occjisions, his 
full persuasion of the truth of Eevealcd Ilcligion ; and being a 
siuoe^ member of the Established Church himself, ho pitied, but 
* Spence. t epenge. 
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ooudemned not;, those that dissented from It He abhorred the 
principles of persecuting men upon the account of their opinions 
in religion ; and, being strict in his ovra, he took it not upon him 
to censure those of another persuasion. His conversation was 
pleasant, witty, and learned, without the least tincture of affecta- 
tion or pedantry ; and his inimitable manner of diverting and en- 
livening tbe company made h impossible for any one to be out of 
humour when he was in it. Envy and detraction seemed to be en- 
tirely foreign to his ooaatitutiou; and whatever provocations he mot 
with at any time, he passed them over without the least thought of 
resentenent or reven^. As Homer had a Eoilus, so Mr. Howe had 
sometimes his ; for tnere were not wanting malevolent people, and 
pretenders tS poe^y too, that would now-aud-tlien bark at his best 
performances; but he was conscious of his own genius, and had 
BO much good-nature as to forgive them; nor could he ever bo 
tempted io return them an answer. 

The love of learni^ig |^nd poetry made him not the less lit for 
business, and nobody applied himself closer to it, when it required 
his attendance. The late Duke of Queeiisberry, when he w^s sec- 
retary of state, made him hia setretary fur public affairs ; and 
wbon that truly great mau otime to know him well, he was never so 
well plftfjsed as when Mr. Howe was in his companyv After the 
duko'ft death, all avenues w^ere stopped to his pre^-rment; and 
during the rest of that reign, he pussecl his time with the Muses 
and his books, and sometimes ibe conversation of his fi-lenda 

When ho had just got to be easy in his fortune, and was in a 
fair way to make it better, death swept him away, and in him de- 
prived the world of one of tbe best men, as w»dl as one of the best 
geniuses, of hia age. Ho died like a Christian and a phijoso- 
jher, in charity with all mankind, and with au absolute resignation 
to the will of God. He kept up his good humour to the last ; and 
took leave of his wife and friends, immediately before his last 
agony, with ibe same tranquillity of mind, aud the same indiffer- 
ence for life, as though lie had been upon taking but a short jour- 
ney. He was twicjc married ; first to a daughtor of Mr. Parsons, 
one of the auditors of the revenue ; and afterwards to a daughter of 
Mr. Deveni^, of a good family in Dorsetshire. By the first ho bad 
a son ; and by the second a daughter, married afterwards to Mr. 
Faue. He died the sixth of December, 171S, in the forty-fifth year 
of his age, and was buried tho nineteenth of the same month in 
Westminster abbey, in the aisle where many of our English poets 
are interred, over agamst Chaucer, his body being attended by a 
select number of his mendr*, and the dean and choir officiating at 
the fungal ” 

To this character, which is apparently given with the fondne&s of 
a friend, may be added tho testimony of Pope, wim says, in a letter 
to Blount, " Mr. Eowe accompanied mo, and passed a week l!fi the 
Forest. I need not tell you how much a man of hht tuim enter- 
tained .me ; but 1 must acquaint you, there is a vivacity and gaiety 
of disiposition, almost peculiar to him,^ which makes it unpossiblf 
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to part from him vdthoxit that utieasinoaB vrhkh generally succeeds 
all our ptaasure.** 

Pope has left behind him another mention of hie oompaiuon> leas 
advantageous, which is thus reported by Dr, Wnrbnrton : 

** Bowe, in Pope’s opinion, maintained a decent character, but 
had no heart. Mr. Addison was justly offended with some beha- 
viour which arose from that want, and estranged himself from himj 
Tfhich Eowe felt very aeverely. Mr. Pope, their common friend, 
knowing this, took an opportunity, at some juncture of Mr. Addi- 
son’s advancement, to tell how poor Rowe was grieved at his dis- 
pleasure, and what satisfaction he expressjjid at Mr. Addison’s good 
fortune, which ho eaprcaaod so naturally, that he (Mr. Pope) could 
not but think him sincere. Mr. Addison replied, ' 1 do not euspeot 
that he feigned ; but the levity of his heart is such, that he is 
Btmck with any new adventure j and it would affect him just in the 
same manner if be hoard I was going to be hanged.’ — Mr. Pope said 
he could not deny but Mr. Addison uiidisrst^od Itowc w^elL” 

This censure time his not left us the power of oonflrming or re- 
futing ; but obsorviitiou daily shews, that much stress is not to be 
laid on hyperbolical accusations, and pointed sentences, which even 
he that uttera them desired to be applauded rather than credited. 
Adillrton can hardly bo supposed to have meant all that he said. 
Few characters can boar the micri>«copic scrutiny of wit quickened 
by anger; and perhaps the best advice to authors ivould be, that 
they should keep out of the way of one another. 

Bowc id chietly to be considered as a tragic writer and a trans- 
lator, In his attempt at comedy ho failed so ignominiously, that 
his Biter ” is ncu inserted in his works ; and his occais^ional poems 
and short compositions aro rarely worthy of either praidc or cen- 
»ute ; for they seem the ca-^ual sports <d' a mind seeking rather to 
amuse its leisure than to exercise its powers. 

In the construction of his dramas there is not much ait ; he is 
not a nice ab«<ervcr of the Unities. He extends time and Varies 
place as hifi conveuience requires. To vary the place Is not, in my 
opinion, any violation of Natuic, it the change be made between 
the acta; for it is no leas oa«y for the spectator to aupi>oae himaclf 
at Athens^ iu the becond act, than at Thebes in tho.lirfet; but to 
change the scene, as done hy Rowe, in the middle of an act, is to 
add more acts to the play, since an act is so much of the businoRg as 
is tranwicted without in terru}»lion. Rowe, by this licence, easily 
extricates himsfilf from. difhcoaUujs ; as, in ^'.Tane Grey,” when 
have been terriliod with all the dreadful ppmp of public execution, 
and arc wondering how the heroine or the poet will proceed, no 
sooner has dane prououuced .some prophetic rhymes, than-^pOss 
and be gone— the scene closes, and “ Pembroke mid Gardiner ” arc 
turned out upon the Stiage 

f know not that there can be found in his plays any deep search 
into nature, any accurate discrintiuationH of kindred qualities, or 
niry display of passion iu its progress; all is general arul undefined. 
Nor docs m much Interest or affect the auditor, except in Jane 
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who is Always soea and heard with pity, Alicia ” is a 
character of empty noise, with no resemblance to real sorrow or to 
natural madness. 

Whence, then, has Rowe his reputation ? From the reasonable- 
ness and propriety of some of his scenes, from the elegance of his 
diction, and the snavit) ol his verse. He seldom moves either pity 
or terror, but he often ekvatesi the sentiments ; he seldom pierces 
the breast, but he always delights the ear, and often improves the 
understanding. 

His translation of the Golden Verses,'* end of the first book of 
Quillet's Poem, have nothing in them remarkable. The " Golden 
Verses *’ are tedipus. 

The version of ^‘Luoan" is one of the greatest productions of 
English poetry ; for them is perhaps none that so completely ex- 
hibits the genius and spirit of the original “Lucan'* is distin- 
guished by a kind of dictatorial or philosophic dignity, rather, as 
Quintilian observes, decloimatory than poetical ; full of ambitioua 
morality and pointed sentences, comprised in vigorous and ani- 
mateti lines. This character liowe has very diligently and success- 
fully prc'served. His veraidoation, which is such ashis contemporaries 
practised, without any innovation uT improvement, seldom wants 
c^her melfMiy or force. His author’s sense is sometimes & Httio di- 
luted by additional infusions, and sometimes weakened by too much 
expansion. But such faults are to be expected in all translationa, 
from the constraint of measure and dissimilitude of languages. The 
“ Phr-rssUn” of Rowe deserves more notice than it obtains, and as 
j it is more road wUl be more eatpoemed, 


^ ADDISOX. 

JoynpH Aonisox wofi born on the 1st of May, 1672, at Milston, of 
which his father, Lancelot Addison, was then rector, near Am- 
brosebury, in Wiltshire, and appearing weak and unlikely ISo live, 
he was christened the same day. After the usual domestic educa- 
tion. which from the character of his father may be reasonably 
supposed to have given him strong impressions of piety, he was 
committed to the wire of Mr. Naish, at Ambrosebury, and after- 
woirds of Mr. Taylor, at Salisbury. 

Not to name the school or the masters of men Blustrious for, 
literature, is a kind of historicai fraud, by which honest fame is^ 
injuriously diminished ; T would therefore trace him through the 
whole process of his ^ucatiott. > 

in BjHS, in the beginning of his twelfth year, his father, being 
made Bean of Lichfield, naturally carried his family to his new 
residence, and, T believe, placed him for some time, probablyi>not 
long, under Mr, Bhaw, then master of the school at Idchfield, &ther 
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of tke late Doctor Peter Bhaw. Of this interval his biographers 
have given no aocountt and L know it onlj from a story oi a 
hixjrnfig eat toH me, when 1 a b^, by Andrew Corbet, of 
Shropshire, who had heard it from Kt rigot, his tinole. 

The practice of barrinff mt was a savage Hoense, practised in 
many schools to the end of the lost century, by which the boya, 
when the periodical vacation drew near, growing petulant at the 
approach of liberty, some dajs before the regulaar recess, took po6< 
session of the school, of Which they barred the doors, and Mde 
their master dehauoe from the windows. It la not easy to suppose 
that on such occasions the master could do more than laugh ; yet, 
if tradition may be credited, he often stni^led |)ard to force or 
surprise the garrison. The master, when rigot was a school boy, 
was hartad oni at Lichfield; and the whole operation^ as ho 
said, was planned and conducted by Addison. 

To judge better of the probability of this story, I have inquired 
when he was sent to the Ohartreux ; d>ui as he was not one of those 
who enjoyed the Founder’s benefaction, there is no account pre- 
served of his adxnis^on. At the school of the Chartroux, to which 
. he was removed either from that of Salisbury or Lichfield, he pur- 
sued his juvenile studies under the care of Doctor Ellis, and con- 
tracted that intimacy with Sir iliehard Steele, which thdr joint 
labours have «o effectually recorded. * 

Of this memorable friendship the greater praise must be given 
to Steele. It is not hard to love those from whom nothing can bo 
feared ; and Addison never considered Steele as a rival ; but Steele 
lived, as he confesses, under an ha))itual subjection to the predomi-^ 
Bating genius of Addison, whom ho always mentioned with rove** 
pence, and treated with obsequiousness. 

Addison, who know his own dignity, could not always forbear to 
show it, by playing a little upon liis admirer ; but he was in no 
danger of retort ; his jests were endured without resistance or re- 
sentment, ^ 

But the sneer of jocularity was not the worst. Steele, whose 
prudence of generosity, or vanity of profusion, kept him always 
Incurably necessitous, upon some pressing exigence, in an evil hour, 
borrowed a hundred pounds of his friend, probably without much 
purpose of repayment ; but Addinon, who seems to have other no- 
tions of a hundred pounds, grew impatient of delay, and reclaimed 
his loan by an execution. Bteele felt with great sensibility the 
obduracy of his creditor, but with emotioiis of sorrow rather than 
of anger. < 

, ^ In 1687 he was entered into Queen’s College, in Oxford, where, 

* in 1689, the accidentiil perusal ol some Latin verses gained him the 
patronage of Doctor Lancaster, afterwards provost of Queen’s Col- 
^ lege; by whose recommendation he was elected into Magdalen Col- 
lege as a Demy, a term by which that Society denominates those 
which are elsewhere called Scholars ; young men, who partake of 
tha founder’s benofaotioD, and succeed in order to their vacant feL 
lowships. 
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Hare be continued to cultivate poetry and criticbtm, and grew 
first eminent by Latin oompositions, which are indeed entitled to 
partiotilar praise. He has not confined himself to the imitation Of 
any ancient author, but has formed his style fwm. the general Ian- 
page, such as a diligent perusal of the production of amerent ages 
happened to supply. 

His Latin oompositions seem' to have had much of his fondnessi 
for he collected a accond volume of the Musas Anglicanm/ per- 
haps for a convenient receptacle, in which all his Latin pieces are 
inaerted, and where his poem on the Peace has the first place. He 
afterwards presented tho collection to' Boileau, who, from that 
time ** conceived," says Tickell, ** an opinion of the English genius 
for poot^." Nothing is better known of Boileait> than that he 
had an injudicious and peevish contempt of modem Latin, and 
therefore his profession of regard was probably the effect of his 
civility rather than approbation. 

Three of his Latin poems^are upon subjects on which, perhaps, 
be would not have ventured to have written in his own language. 
** The Battle of the Pigmies and Orane ** The Barometer f and 

A Bowling Green." When the miltter is low or scanty, a dead 
language, in which nothing is mean, because nothing is familiar, 
afTords great conveniences ; and, by the sonorous magnificence of 
liumau syllables, the writer conceals penury of thought, and want 
of rtovelfcy, often from the reader, and often from himself. 

I n his twenty-second year he shewed his power of English poetry 
by some verses addressed to Dryden ; and soon afterwards pub- 
Hshed a translation of the Greater part of the Fourth Georglc upon 
Bees ; after which, says Dryden, ** my swarm is hardly worth the 
living," 

About the same time he composed the arguments prefixed to the 
several books of Dryden's Vir^l ; and produced an Essay on the 
Georgies, juvenile, superfidal, and uuinstructive, without much 
either of the scholar's Icarniug, or the critic’s penetration. 

Hia next paper of versos contained a character of tho principal 
English poets, inscribed to Henry Saoheverell, who was then, 
if not a poet, a writer of verses ; as is shewn by hii version of 
a small part ofi A^irgil's Georgies, published in the Misoellaniea ; 
and a Latin encomium on Queen Mary, published in the " Musae 
Anglicauic." Those verses exhibit all the fondness of friendship ; 
but, on one side or tho other, friendship was afterwards too weak 
for the malignity of faction. 

In this poem is a very confident and indiscriminate character of 
Spenser, whose work he had then never read. So little sometimes 
is criticism the effect of judgment. It is neoessaiy to inform the 
reader, that about this time he was introduced by Congreve to 
Montague, then Ghancellur of the Exchequer : Addison was thoji 
learning the trudo of u courtier, and subjoined Montague as a 
poetical name to those of Cowley and of Dryden. 

By the influence of Mr. Montague, concurring, according to 
Tickeil, with hU natural modesty, he was diverted froxahiioiiguial 
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dosign of entering into holy orders. Montague alleged the corrup- 
tion of men who engaged in civil eraploymentf« without liberw 
education; and declared that, though he wafs rt'pre»(*jvted m an 
enemy to the Church, he would never do it any injury but by 
wi^nolding Addison from it. 

4^n after (in 109.^)) ho wrote a poem to Ring William, with a 
rhyming iutnjductij>n addreesed to Lord Bomers, King William 
had no regard to elegance or literature ; Im study was war, yet^ by 
a choice of lyuniBtcjrfl, whoso disposition was very difTeTcnt from his 
own, he procured, without iidention, a very liberal patronage to 
poetry. Addison was carcased both by Homers and Memtagtie, 

In 1697. appe.»red Ids Lutin verne^ on the peace of Hyswick, 
which he dedicated to Montague, and which was afte^varilH called 
by Smith, tlie boat Latin poem «ince the ^.dSneid/' Prahe must 
not be too rigorously examined ; but the performance cannot be 
denied to be vigorous and elegant. 

^ Having yot no public employinont,diiii»f>btttiued (in 1 W) a pen* 
nion of three hundred pounds a'-ycaj*,' that he migdjt be enabled to 
travel Ho st«id a year at lllois*, probably to learn the French 
language; and then proceeded in his journey to Italy, which he 
surveyed with the eyes of a poet. 

While ho was travelling at leisure, he was far from b(!lng idle: 
for he not only collected his obw*vation.»ou the coimtrv, but found 
time to write his Dialogues on Medals, arid four ucts oi Cato. Such 
at Icjuit in the relation of TickcH Perhaps he only colUicted his 
maierialfl, and formed his plan- Whatever were his employ* 
mentft In Italy, he tiiore wrote the letter to Ijoyd Halifax, which is ^ 
justly considered as the most elegaiit, if not the mo4 sublime, of ^ 
his poetical productions. But in about two years he found it xw- 
cessary' to hasten home ; being, as Swift informs us, distressed by 
indigence, and com polled to become tl‘c tutor of ix travelling Squire, 
because his pension was not remitPd. 

At his return he published travels, with a dedication to Lord 
Somers, As his stay in foreign countries was sliort, hfs observa- 
tions are such as might ba «uppiv,d by a hij.dy vit'W, mid consiftt 
chiefly in comparisons of the prcHUit face of the couviti v w’ith the 
degmptions left u.^ by the lib^iuari poeU, from whosi ho made pre- 
paratoiy collections, though he might have bcfcu {'‘pared the trouble, 
had hebnowu that such collcctioiLs had been made t^rice before by 
Italian authors. 

The most amusing pasf>agc of hia book is his neeount of the 
nmuite republic of San &i«anuo ; of uiJ/iy jimt - it is not a very 
severe censure to say, that they might have been written at home. 
His elegance of language, and variegation of prone and vei’se, how^ 
ever, gains upon the reader; and the book, though a vrhlle neglect- 
ed, became iu time eo much the favourite oJ the public, that before 
it was reprinted it rose to th e times ito pi ice* 

When he returned to England (in l7t):^,) with a mc.anness of ap- 
peamice which gave testimony of the diflicultics to which he had 
« Spence. 



ADDtfiOK. 


m 


bden reduced, he found his old petroue mi of power, end waether^ 
fore, for a time, at fhll leisure for the cuHimtion of his mind j and 
a mind so cultivated gives reason to believe that little time Was 
lost. 

But he remained not long neglected or useless. The viictory at 
Blenheim (1T04) spread triumph and confidence over the nation; 
and Lord Oodolphin. lamenting to Lord Halifax, that it had hot 
been celebrated in a manner equal to the subject, desired him to 
propose it to some better poet. Halifax told him, that there was 
no enconragemeut for ^nius ; that worthless meii were unprofit- 
ably enriched with public money, without any care to find or em- 
ploy thoHo whose appearance might do honour to their country. 
To this (xodolphin replied, that such abases should in time be rec- 
tified ; and that, if a man could be found capable of the taric then 
proposed, he should not want an ample recompense. Halifax then 
named Addiaion, but required that the Treasurer should apply to 
him in his own persf)n. (JodSlphin sent the message by Mr. Boyle, 
afterwards Lord Oarleton; and Addison, having undertaken the 
work, communicated it to the Treasurer, while it was yet advanced 
no further than the simile of the Angel, and ^vas immediately re- 
worded by succeeding Mr. Locko in the place of Oummissioner of 
Appeals. ' 

tnthe following year he was at Hanover with Lord Lali&r: 
and the year alter ho was made under secretary of state, first to Sir 
Charles fledges, and in a few months more to the Earl of Sunder- 
land. 

About this time the pTsvalent taste for Italian operaa inclined 
Mm to try what would be the effect of a musical drama in our own 
language. Ho therefore wrote the opera of Eosamond, which when 
exhibited on the stage, was either hissed or neglected ; but, trust- 
ing that the readers would do him more justice, he published it, 
with an inscription to the Duchess of Marlborough; a woman 
without fikilb or pretensions to skill, in poetry or literature. His 
dedication was therefore an instance of servile alisurdity, to bo ex- 
ceeded only by Joshua Barnes* dedication of a Hreck Anacreon to 
the Duke. 

Hl«f repntatian*hnd been somewhat advanced by “The Tender Hus- 
band/’ a comedy, which Steel dedicated to him, ivith a confession 
that lie owed to him several of the most aitccessful scenes. To this 
plav Addii^on suppliod a prologue. 

When the Marquis of Wharton was appointed lord lieutenant of 
Ireland, Addison attended %im a.*} hia secretary; and was made 
keeper of the records in Birmingham’s Tower, with a salary of 
three hundred pounds a year. The office was little more than no- 
minal, and the salary was augmented for his aocommodati on. 41 

Interest and faction allow little to the operation of particulai* 
dispositions, or private opinions. Two men of personal characters 
more opposite than those of Wharton and Addison could not easily 
be brought together. Wharton was impious, profligate, and sHlima- 
less, without r^^gard, or appearance of regard, to right and wrong ; 
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wliAtever ia contrary to tills may be said of Addison $ but as agents 
of a party they were conneotodi and how they adjoBted their other 
sentunents we cannot know. 

Addisim must however not be too hastily condemned* It is not 
necessary to refuse benefits from a bad mau, when the acceptance 
implies no approbation of his crimes; nor has the subordinate 
i^hcer any obligation to examine the opinions or conduct of those 
txnder whom he actSi except that he may not be made the instm* 
ment of wickedness. It is reasonable to suppose that Addison 
counteracted, as far as he was able, the malignaut and blasting iu« 
dumxoe of the Lieutonant ; and that at least by his interventiou 
some good was done and some mischief prevented. 4. 

When he was in office; he made a law to himself, as Swift has 


recorded, never to remit his regular fees in civility to his friends ; 

For, said he> I may have a hundred friends : and, if my fee bo 
two guineas, 1 shall, by relinquishing my right, lose two hundred 
guineas, and no friend gain more th<m tVo ; there is therefore no 


tVo ; there is therefore no 


proportion between the ^od imparted and the evil snfered.** 

Ho was in Ireland when Steele without any cammuuioation of 
his design, began the publication of the Tatler : but he was not 
long concealed; by inserting a remark on Virgil, which Addison 
had given him, he discovered himself It is indeed not easy for any 
man to write upon Uteratnre or common life, so as not to make 
himself known to those trith whom he familiarly converses, and 
Who are acquainted with his track of study, his favourite topic, his 
peculiar notions, and his habitual phrases. 

If Steele desired to write in secret, he was not lucky ; a single 
month detected him. His first Tatler was published April 22, 
(1790); and Addison's contribution appeared May 26. Tickell 
observes; that the Tatler began and v’as conclude without his 
concurrences This is doubtless literally true ; but the work did 
not suficr much by his unconsciouBuess of its commencement, or his 
absence at its cessation ; for he continued his asbistance to Deoem'* 
ber 2i, and the paper stopped bn January 2. He did not distin- 
guish his pieces by any signature ; and 1 know not whether his name 
was not k^i secret till the papers were collected into volumes. 

To the Tatler, xu about two months, succeeded the Spe^ator ; a 
fiories of essays of the same kind, but written with less levity, upon 
a more regular plan, and published daily. Such mi undertaking 
shewed the writers not to distrust their own oopiousnoss of ma* 
terials or facility of composition, and their performances justified 
their confidence. They found howevd^, iu their progress, many 
auxiliaries. To attempt a single paper was no terrifying labour ; 
many pieces were offered, and many were received. 
i(fk Addison had enough of the zeal of party ; but Steele had at that 
^ime almost nothing else. The Spectator, in one of the first pa- 
pers, shewed the political tenets of its authors ; but a resolution 
was soon taken, of courting general approbation by general topics, 
and sahjeci^ on which facuon had produced no diversity of senti- 
ffijati ; raoli « litentnro, nortUty, «ii4 £» 9 uli« Uf«. To tm, 
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pmciice thejr adhered with few deviatiena* The ardotir of Stedie 
once broke out ia praise of Madborcragh ; aad when Dr. Fleetwood 
prefixed to some sermons a pre&oe, orerflowing with whigs^ 
opInionSf that it might be read hf the QueeOi it was reprinted in 
the Spectator. 

To teach the minuter decencies mid inferior duties^ to regulate 
the practice of daily conT«rfiati<ai> to oorreot those deprantisB 
which are rather ridicnlous than criminal^ and remoire those grier- 
ances which, if they produce no lasting calamities, unpress hourly 
vexations, was first attempted by Casa in his boohs of Mamm, 
and CastigUone in his Covriur; two boohs yet celebrated in Italy 
for purity and elegance, and nbich, if they are now less road, ate 
negfeoted only because they have ^eoted that reformation which 
their authors intended, and their precepts now are no longer 
wanted. Their usefulness to the age in which they were written is 
sufficiently attested by the tranalatiDns which almost all the nations 
of Europe were in haste to obtain. 

This species of instruction was continued, and perhaps advanced, 
by the French : among whom La Bruyere's Mathiters of tke Age^ 
though, as Boileaii remarked, it is imtten without connection, 
oertaiuiy deserves praise, for liveliness of description, and justness 
of observation. 

Before the Tatler and Spectator, if the writers for the theatre 
are excepted, England had no masters of common life. No writers 
had yet undertaken to reform either the savageaess of neglect, or the 
impertinence of civility ; to shew when to speak, or to be silent ; 
how to refuse, or bow to comply. We had many books to teach 
us our more important duties, and to settle opinions in philosophy 
or politics; but an Arbiter ^iegantiarum, a judge of propriety, 
was ytt wanting, who should survey the track of daily convem- 
tiori, and free it from thorns and prickles, which teaze the passer, 
though they do not wound him. 

For this purpose nothing is so proper as the frequent publioation of 
short papers, which we read not as study but amusement. If the 
subject be slight, the treatise is short. The busy may find 
and the idle may find patience. 

This mode of ‘conveying cheap and easy knowledge began among 
us in the Civil War, when it was much the interest of eith^ party 
to raise and fix the prejudices of the people. At that time ap- 
peared Mercurius Anticue, Mereurius RtiMicue^ and Afermriut 
Civicus, It is said, that when any title grew popular, it was stolen 
by the antagonist, who by*this stratagem conveyed his noUous to 
those who would not have received him had he not worn the ap- 
pearance of a friend. The tumult of those unhappy days left 
scarcely any man leisure to treasure up occasional compasitions; 
and BO much were they neglected, that a complete ooUeotion is n# 
where to be found. 

These Heicurles were succeeded by L’Estrange^s Oheervaior ; and 
that by Leidey’s Keheanel, and perhaps by others; but hiAerto 
nothing had been convoyed to the people, in this commodious man* 
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Her, but <mtto\my relating to the Church or Btate ; of which 
they taught many to talk^ whom they could not teach to judge. 

It has been suggested* that the Koyal Socioty waa institutea soon 
after the Uest-oration* to divert the attention of the people from 
public discontent The Taller and Spectator had the same ten^ 
dency; they wore published at a time when two parties* loud, real- 
leas, and violent, each with plausible declarations, and each per- 
haps without any distinct termination of its views, were agitating 
the nation ; to minds heated with political contest they supplied 
cooler and more inoffensive reflections ; and it is Said by Aduiaon, 
in a Riibsoquent work, that they had a ])erceptibie influence upon 
the conversation of that time, and taught the froli? and the gay to 
unite merriment with decency ; an effect which they can never 
wholly lose, while they continue to be among the first books by 
which both sexes arc initiated in the elegances of knowledge. 

The Tatler and Spectator adjusted like the unwetlTed prac- 
tice of daily intercourse by propriet/and pelitencas ; and, like I/a 
Bruyere, exhibited the Ckaracters and r/ thf The 

personages introduced in these papen^ were not merely ideal; they 
were then known, and coxtspIcuouB in various stations. Of the 
Tatler this is t<ild by Steele in bis last paper ; and of the Spectator 
by Budgell in the preface to Theophrastus, a book which Aadison 
has recommended, and which was suppected to have revised, if 
he did not write it. Of those portraits, which may be supposed to 
be sometimes embelltshed, and Hoinetimcs aggravated, the originals 
are now partly known, and partly forgotten. 

But to say that they united the plana of two (.r IJiree eminent 
writers, is to give them but a small part of their duo praise ; they 
BUperadded Jiterstiirc and critidsm, and «jometimes towered far 
above their predecessors ; and taught, with peat juatness of argu- 
ment ami dignity of language, the nicest important duties and 
sublime truths. 

AU these to\ucs were happily varied with elegant fictions and 
refined allegories, and illumipatod with different changes of style 
and felicities of invention. 

It is recorded by Budgell, that of lUe characters feigned or ex- 
hibited in the Spectator, the favourite of Addisoft was Sir Kogcr 
de Coverley, of whom he had formed a very delicate and discrimin- 
ate idea, which ho would not suffer to be violated ; and therefor®, 
when Steele had shewn him innocently picking up a girl in the 
Temple, and taking her to a tavorit, he drew upon himself so much 
of his friend's indignation, that he wa-sTorced to appea&ii him by a 
promise of forbearing Sir Koger for the time to come. 

The reason which^ induced Oervauteft to bring his hero to the 
grave prtra mi sula Don Quixote, // yo ^>am <./, made Addison 
declare, with undue vehemence of expre-^hion, that he would kill 
Sir Boger ; being of opinion that they W'cre horn for one another, 
and that any other hand would do him wrong. 

It lhay be doubted whether Addison ever filled up his original 
delineation. He describes his Knight as having hia imagination 
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$omdwliat warped j but of this perveraidn he has matle very 
u*e, The irregularities in Sir Koger’s conduct seem not «o much 
the efitoct of a mind deviating from the beaten track of life, by the 
Jjiorpetual pressure of some overwhelmiiig idea, as of habitual ma- 
ticlfcy, and that nogligerK^e which solitary grandeur naturally 
generates. 

The variable weather of the mind, the flying vapours of insipi- 
ent madness, which from time to time cloud reason, without 
eclipfting it, it requiros so much nicety to exhibit, that Addison 
8^»ma to have been deteirod from prosecuting his own dt^ign. 

To Sir Kogeiv who, aa a country gentlemen, appeal* to be a 
Tory, or, as it •is gently expressed, an adherent to the landed 
interei^t, is opposed Audrew Freeport, a new man, a wealthy 
merchant, xealcua for the monied interest, and a Whig. Of th» 
contrariety of opinions, it is propahle more uonseqnenccs were at 
lirst intended than could bg produced when the resolution was 
taken to exclude party fr-jm the paper. Sir Andrew does but 
little, and that little soems not t:* have pleased Addison, w'ho, 
when he di«mif*<*ed him from the club, changed his <ipinions» 
Steelo had matio him, in the true spirit of unfeeling commerce, 
declare, that he “ would not build an hosjutal for idle people;” hut 
at last ho buys land, settles in the country, and builds not manu« 
factory, but an hoj>pifeul for twelve old husbandinen, for men with 
whom a merchant has little acquaintance, and whom he commonly 
considers with little kindncKS. 

Of essays thus elegant, thus instTUctive, and thus commodbmsly 
distributed, it in natural to snppoac the approbation general, and 
the sale Tiumerous, I once heard it observed, that the sale may be 
calculated by the prodtict of the tax, reluted in the last number to 
produce more that t w<*uty p-mnda a wcok, and therefore stated at 
one-and-t v> euty poun<U, or three pounds ton shillings a day : this, 
at a halfpenny a paper, will give sixteen hundred and eighty for the 
daily number. 

This sale is not great ; yet this, if Swift be credited, w^ likely 
t) grow Jess ; fur he declares that the Spectator, whom he ridieuleis 
for his endless mtjuti'j]> of ihe/av,/ bad In^fore his recess wearied 
his readers. 

The next year (1713;, in which Cato came upn the stage, was 
the grand climacteric* of Addison's reputation. Upon the death of 
Cato, he had, s'? is said, plaiuied a tragedy in the time of bis tra- 
vels, and had for several tho four first acta finished, which 
were shewn to surh as were likely to spread their admiration. 
They were seen by Pope, and by Cibber, who relates that Btecle, 
when he took hack the copy, told him in the despicable cant of 
literary modesty, that, whatever smrit his friend had shewn in the 
composition, he doubted whether he would have courage sufficient 
to expose it to the censure of a British audience. 

The time however w'as now come, whon those, who afl'ecl^d to 
think liberty in danger, affected likewise to think that a stage* play 
might preserve it ; and Addison was importuned, in the name of 
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tho tuiekiT Veliki of Britain, to aliev hk mng^ And hia 26(kl 
fimshing hk design. 

To remtnu hia work h& mmod perrersely and nnocconntably tm* 
wBHng i and by a reqnost, wkic^ parhaps he wkked to be denied, 
desim Mr. Hngkea to add a fifth set, Ilnghes auppose him eeriotiB ; 

undertaking the Bupplement, brought in a few days some 
aseaes for his examination ; but he had in the mean time gone to 
woi^h^etf} and produced haJfan act, which he alterwards com* 
pleled, bvt with brevity imgnlarly disproportionate to the fore* 
going parts, like a task performed with relpotanoe, and hurried to 
itn oonoiasion. ^ 

It may be yet doubted whether Cuio was made public by any 
change of the author’s pnrpose ; for Dennis charged nim with rais- 
im pr«dQdicflS in his own favour by false positions of prepamtoiy 
otirieiaini and with poitonin^ tM town by contradicting in the 
Bpeotatov the established rule of poetical justice, because his own 
Imco, withmU his virtues, was to fall before a tyrant. The fhet is 
cert^ ; the motives we must guess. 

Addim was, I believe, soffidently disposed to bar all avenues 
against all danger. When Pope brought the prologue, which is 
properly accommodated to the play, there were these wordl, “ Bri* 
tons, ailiie } be worth like this approved f meaning nothing mere 
than, Briton^ erect and exalt youmelves to the approbati^m of 
public virtue. Addison was frighted lest he should be thought a 
promoter of insnrreotion, and the line was liquidated to '^Bntons, 
attend.” 

Now, “heavily in clouds came on tlie day, the great, the impor- 
tant day,” when Addison was to stand the haiard of the theatre. 
That there n^ht, however, be left as little hazard a$ was possible, 
on the first night Steele, as himself relatr^s, undertook to pack an 
audience. This says Pope*, had been tried for the first time in 
favour of the “ Distrest Mother and was now, with more efficacy, 
practised for Ca^e. 

The danger was soon over. The whole nation was at that time 
on fire with faction. The Whigs applauded ©very line in which 
Eberty was mentioned, aa a satire on the Tories ; « and the Tories 
echoed every dap to shew that the satire was unfclt Tho story of 
Bolingbroke is well known. Ho called Booth to his box, and gave 
him fifty guineas hr defending the cause of liberty so well against 
a perpett^ dictator. Tho Whigs, says Pope, design a second pre- 
sent, when they can accompany it with -is good a sentence. 

The pby, supported thus by the emulation of factious praise, was 
acted night after night for a longer time than, I believe, the public 
had allowed to any drama befdre ; and the author, os Mrs. Porter 
Jong afterwards related, wandered through the whole exhibition 
behind the scenes with restless and unappeasable solicitude* 

When it was printed, notice was given that the ^^cen would be 
pleased if it wm dedicated to her; “ but, as he had designed that 
compliment diewherci he found himself obliged ” says Ti&ell, “ by 

^ Spencf 
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bUi dttiy 6!i ihd hmd^ and Ida liondnt on tha aiher^ to Bond it 
into the world without aav dedication,” 

, Human happinem has alwaya ita abatomont ; the hrighteat sun* 
ehitve of succem ia not without a <^ud, Koaooner waa Cato oAered 
to the reader, tbau it waa attacked by the acute jUidlgnity of Houma, 
with all the Tiolence of anoiy cfitieiam* Hec^ though equally 
aealouB, and prubehly by )m temp<w more fhiioua Ihau Addiaon, 
for what they called liberty, and though a, flatterer <tf the Whig 
ministry, could not ait quiet at a succeaaful play i but wga eager to 
tell friends and enemies, tlmt they had misplaOeiil their atohaationa. 
The world waa too aiubbom for instruction ; with the fate of the 
censurer of Corheille'a Otd, his tmimadeemiona shewed hil 
with effect, and Cam continued to be praieed, v , “ , r 

Pope had now an epportuuHy of courting the fliendahip of Addt' 
son, by vilifying hia old enemy, and could mve resentment tta f^Ul 
play without appearing to^i#nge himself He therefore pubUahed, 
A qf the Madnm qf Demip * e performance which 

left the objections to the play in their Itill force, and thmfcwe 
dispovered more desire of vexing the ^critic than of defending the 
poet ■ . 

Addison who waa no stranger to the world, probably saw the 
eelhahnesa of Fopeh friendship : and, resolving that hd should have 
the consequences of his offioiomness to himself, informed Hennia,. 
by Steele, that he waa aony for the Insult ; and that, whenever he 
should think fit to answer his remarks, he would do it in a manner 
to which nothing could be objected. 

The greatest weakness of the play fo in the scenes of love, which 
are said by Pope* to have been added to the original plan, upon n 
subsequent Ibyiew, in compliance with the popular practice of the 
atn^e. Suoh an authority it is hard to reject ; yet the love is so 
injlinately mingled with the whole action, that it cannot easily he 
thought extrinsic and adventitious ; for, if it were taken away, 
whet would be left I or how were the foxtr acts flUed in the first 
draught! 

At the publication the Witssoomed proud to pay their attend- 
jince with cncoqiiasUc verses. The best are from an unknown 
hand, which will perhaps lose somewhat of their praise when the 
author ia known to be J effreys. 

Cato had yet other honours. It was censured as a party-play by 
a Schdar qf Oxford ; and defended in a favourable examination by 
Hr. Sewell. It was translate by Sal vine into Italian, and acted at 
Florence ; and by the Jesuits of St, Omer's into Iiatiii, and played 
by their pupila Of this version a copy was sent to Mr. Addison ; 
it is to be wished that it could be found, and for the sake of com- 
paring their version of the soliloquy with that of Bland. 

A tragedy was written on the same subject by Des Champs, a ‘ 
French poet, which was translated with a critlmsm on the BngUsh 
pl^. But the translator and the critic are now forgotten. . 

Hsnnis lived on unanswered, and therefore little read. Adddson 
? Speacs. 
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jcnew tho of Uierature too woil to maJte Hs snemj 
by dra'nring tbo attontioa of tbe pubHc opon » criticifija, wbicb 
thourh soxaotilueB int&mperato vrae oft^u irrefragable. 

Wbilo gah was apou the stage, another daily paper, called fkc 
Gmr4i(mn was pobliahed by Bteelo, To thi« j^ddifion gave great 
a<3ektanoe> i^hether oocasionaBy or by previons engagement ia not 
known. 

The character of Guardian was too narrow and too aerions ; it 
might properly enongh admit both Ihe dtities and the daeencies of 
life, bat seemed not to include literary ei^nlatioaa, and waa in 
Bome degree violated by merriment and burlesque. IV hat had the 
Guardian of Liaards to do with clubs, of tall or of dittle ipen, with 
nests of Ants, or with Strnda^sprolusional 
Of this paper nothing is necessary to be said, but that it found 
many contributors, and that it was a continuation of the Bpectator 
with the same elegance, and the same variety, Ull some unlucky 
sparkle from a Tory paper set Btoele*s politics on hre, and wit at 
once blazed into iaction'' Ho waa soon too hoi fc»r neutral topics, 
and quitted the (hmdian to write the 
The papers of Addison are marked in the Spectator by ene of 
the letters in the name of Clio, and in th^ Guardian by n httmi ; 
whether it was, aa Tickell pt^ends to think, that he was unwilling 
to usurp the praise of others, br, as Steele, with far greater iikeli 
hood. Insinuates, that he could not without disconteut impart to 
otlmi» any of his omu 1 have heard that his avidity did not satisfy 
itself with the air of renown, but that with great eagerness he laid 
hold on ,his proportion of the profits. 

Mmy of these papers were written with powers truly comic, with 
nice discrimination of characters, and accurate obscfVatloii of na- 
tural or accidentai deviation from propriety, but it was hot «np* 
posed that he had tried a comedy on the stage, till Steele after 
death declared him the author of the Ifnmmr, This however 
Steele did net know to be true by any direct testimony ; for when 
Addison put the play into hk hands, he only told him, it was the 
work of a “ Gentleman in the compny f and when 5fc was received, 
as k confessed, with cold dkapptooation, he was probably less will- 
ing to dnim it TickcH omitted it in his collection j but the testi- 
mony ofSteele, and the total, silence of any other claimant, has de- 
termined the public to asrign it to Addkon, and it Is now printed 
with hifi other poetry. Steelo earried the Drumaer to the play- 
house, and afterwards to the pre^, and sold the copy for fifty 
guineas. 

.. To the opinion of Steele may be added the proof supplied by the 

& itself, of which the oharactorB are »?iich as Addison would have 
leated, and the tendency such as Addison would have promoted. 
That it should have been wl received would rake wonder, did wo 
not daily see the capricious distribution of theatrical prais-e. 

He was not all this time an indifierent spectator of public afTairs. 
He wrote, as difiereut exigencies required (in 1707), ThepmeM 
state oj iht W(ir, and the necetsUyo/ aii Augmentation ; which, how* 





iprritien tM. tepiee, «xMl)jitog 

n0 iwiiJiar Ji^ m tu> ij-itotioti, haa ntttur»lly Btiak Tby 

W own weipit isafco ^tiot iie imid of tine ftw papm 

a^tkd Mm%mer,ki vMekia employed aill^e fosrco of 

-Igay maleyolftTeoe tt®A ^xkmrtm t^re. Of tJi^ f kS«h jmt 

ai^red - «md #iik ettafipm, -tWi , it Ij 

Jfiow down amoag . dea^i mom'* Ho might iw the 

death of that which ^ .letnjld Bot haye hilkd4 Veaderof 

oyeiy party, einoe pemdhai mailed ia ^d the p^m which 
otjco inflamed the nation m-e readonly afi effujalomt of wii, moit 
whih for more of the Whig j Ihr on &' ocisaaioa mm tho 

genStta of irddilon more tighiomk cxened, tmd m* »6he did thh 
superiority of his powers mom evjdeu% apphkr. His *‘^rlal of 
Count •rnximu to expose Treaty of Commeroo wi*h 

Franoe, Ibod hh longer m» the ‘^mtion that pr«4]imed 
;■ Hot ^ was' made to-reyWe the Snio- 

tatoi*/' at h t5imo‘%ideed % do mo^efaynttrahU to litemsthte, wW 
the sttoeoftstoh ^ a he^ family to the iiijoito flRcd nation with 
anxiety, diftopird and ©OnfUctlon j and her the turbulenoe of the 

dr the Wtioty of the reader put a stop to puhlicatlon, 
after ah experimentof eighty namhers, whiOli w^ere aflerwiitde ool'’ 
iected into on eighth Vjflumo^ «aoro vaiuahle than any 

that went bcfofo it, Addison proiNi^d more than a fdnrfch part ; 
and the other oontrilmiora are hy no mean* unworthy uf appcaiing 
m his associates* The time that had/pitssed during the tenapengion 
of the “ Bpeofiator/ though it haduotifiaaonedhia power of humour, 
seems to have inmuasod fiia dispdaition to setjouMicea : the propor* 
of his reBg^us to hift oomie papers l» greater than in the former 
seHos. ' ' '■ , ‘ - 


This Bpeetfttor,'* IVom its re ct^TOoncement, waa puMished only 
three tioifis a:weehj and no di^itnfxmtive maria were added totho 
papers. To Addison, 'IHokeil hm f;gmbe<i twenty three^ 

The *■* Spectaiof ' had mahy coutributoiuj and whoso neg- 
ligence ko))t him always In a hurry, whenH was his ttm to. furniSi . 
a paper, calkd loudly for the Lctterfl, of which A<3^1i««n> whosAma- 
torials wore more, made little ni^c ; baying rocoij|sa to nketcbca and 
hints, the product of hU former etudies* which 'he noW reviewed 
'^and completed rumiong ihefiC w immisd hy TichtjU,- the Jays on 
Wit/‘ those on the Fleasuree'of the hmkgkatkn>^ and‘'tW**6nii* 
ciam on Milton/' ' , /■ ^ 

When tbo House of Ha$^yer toot possdstdn oT the throne, it 
wa$ reafeouahle to eStpeet.that tha teal of Addison would be suitably 
rewarded. Before t-ho ftnival of Kihg aedts[e, he wak made secre- 
tary to the regen'^; kud was'rcciuimi by h!» cflicoto mid notice 
to Hatuwer that the fttiecn wtm, deud, and that the throne wa#J 
vacant. To do this would not have been dii^cuU to any man but 
Addison/’^ho was «o ptVrwheimed with the greatnm of the event, 

-J Nuitt. m, ib7, ka, ssi, sea, k6, wb, m, $ 71 , £7*, 575 , aVf* sho, 
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and so distracted by choice of exprcaaion, that the lorda, who could 
not wait for the nicetioB of criticism^ called Mr. Heuthwelb a clerk 
in the house) and ordered him to dispatch the mese^e* Southwell 
readily told what was necessary in the common style of busineifs. 
and valued himself upon having done what was too hard for Ad" 
dison,« ' . 

He was better qualified for the hVeeholder" a paper which he 
published twice a week, from Dec. 23* 173 to the middle of the 
next year. This was undertaken in defence of the established go* 
vemment, sometimes with mirth.' In argument he had nmny 
equals; but his humour wassingular and matchless. Bigotry itself 
must be delighted with the Tory Fox hunter. , “ 

There are however some strokes less elegant, and less decent ; 
such as the Pretender’s Journal, in which one topic of ridicule is 
his poverty. This mode of abuse had been employed by Milton 
against king Charles 11. ^ ^ 

-^Jacobai. 

Centum exulantia vUoc^a marsupil regls. 

And Oldmixon delights to tell of some alderman of London, that he 
had more money than the exiled princes ; but that which might be 
expected from Milton’s savageness, or Oldmixon’s meannelss, was 
not suitable to the delicacy of Addison. 

Steele thought the humour of the FmhMtr too nice and gentle 
for such noisy times ; and is reported to have said, that the minis- 
try made use of a lute, when they should have csalled for a trumpet. 

This year (1716) he married the dowager countess of Warwick, 
whom he haa solicited by a very long and anxious <50urtship, per- 
haps with behaviour not very unlike that of Sir Roger to Ids disdain- 
ful widow; and who, I am afraid^ diverted herself often by playing 
with his passion. He is said to .^ve first known her by becoming 
tutor to her sop *. “ He formed/’ said Tonson, " the design of get- 
ting that lady from the time when he was first recommended 
into the family.” In what part of hxa life he obtained the recom- 
mendation, or how long, and in what manner he lived in the fiimily, 
I know not. His odvances at first wore certainly timorous, but 
grew boldei* as his reputation and infliionoe increased ; till at last 
the lady was persxioded to m^xy him, on terms much Uke those ou 
which a Turkish princess is espoused, to whom the Sultan is report- 
ed to pronounce, ‘'Daughter! give thee this man for thy slavc/^ 
The marriage, if uncontradicted report can be credited, made no 
addition to his happiness ; it neither fc and them nor made them 
equal. Sbo always remembered her own rank, and thought herself 
entitled to treat with veiy little ceremony tho*tutor of her son. 
Rowe’s ballad of the “Despairing Shepherd” is said to have been 
written, either before or after marriage, upon this rnernmable pair; 
and it is certain that Addison has left behind him no encourage- 
ment for ambitious love. 

Th« year after (1717) he rose to his highest elevation, being made 

f 
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»ccretftiy of atato. For iliia employment he might jtiatly be aup- 
posed qualified by long practice of businesa, and by hi» regular aa- 
cent through other officea ; but espeotation is often disappointed ; 
it is Tmivcraallv oonfeased that he was unequal to the duties of his 
place. In the Honae of Commons be could not apeak, and therefore 
’was useless to the defence of the government. In the ofiice, says 
Pope/ he could nbt issue hn order without losing his time in quest 
of fine mepresaiona. What he gained in rank he lost in credit ; and, 
finding by expcrienco hia own inability, was forced to solicit his 
dismiMion, with a pension of fifteen hundred pounds a year. His 
friends palliated this relinquishment, of whim both mends and 
enemies knew the true reason, with an account of declining health, 
and the necessity of recess and quiet. 

He now rcttirtied to his vocation, and began to plan literary oc- 
cup^stions for his future life. He purposed a tragedy on the death 
of Socrates ; a story of p hlgh, as Tickell remarks, the basis is nar- 
row, and to which I know not how love could be appended. There 
would however have been no want either of virtue in the senti- 
ments, or elegance in the language. 

He engaged in a nobler work, a defdbco of the ^'Christian Ileli- 
^on/' of which part wtis published after his death : and he deign- 
ed to have made a new poetical version of the Psalms, > 

These pious compositions Pope imputed + to a selfish jPouve, up- 
on the credit, as he owns, of Tonson; who having qUarelled with 
Addison, and not loving liim, saidj that when he laid down the 
secretary’s ofiice, he intended to take orders, and obtain a bishopric ; 
''for/ said he, "I always thought him a priest in his hcaH/ 

That Pope should have thought this coiyecture of Tonson worth 
remembrance, is a prool‘, but indeed, so fur as I have found, the only 
proof, that he retained some malignity from their ancient rivalry. 
Tonson pretented but to guess it ; no other mortal ever suspected 
it{ and Pope might have relieeted, that a man, who had been secre- 
tary of state in the ministry ofSmiderland, knew a nearer way to a 
bishopric than by defending lleligion, or translating the Poalms, 

It ifl related, that he had once a design to make an English Xlie- 
tionary, and lihat he considered Dr. Tilloteon as the writer of 
highest authority. There was formerly sent to me by Mr. Looker, 
clerk of the Lcathersellers’ Company, who was eminent for curiosity 
and literature, a collection of examples selected from TiUotson's 
works, as Locker said, by Addison. It oamo too late to bo of uso, 
go I inspected it but sli^tly, and remetnber it incBsUnctly. I 
thought the passages too short. 

Addison, however, did not conclude hi& life in peacefitl studicri ; 
but relagi^ed, when be was near his end, to a political di«pute. 

It so happened that (1718*19) a controversy was agitated with 
great vehemence between those friendfl of long cotltinuauce, AdSi- 
son and Steele. It may be asked in the language of Homer, what 
power or what eads® should set them 4t variance. The sab^^;ct of 
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their dispute wda of great importauce, . The Earl of Sttnderkud 
proposed m act called The Pecraire Fill;” by which the number 
of Peers ehohld be lixed» and the King r<^trained fVom any new 
creation of nobility, niileSR when an old family should be extinct. 
To this the lords would naturally agree; and the kingi who was yet 
little acquainted with his own prerogatire, and; as is now well 
known, almost indidferent to the possessions of the crown, had been 
persuaded to consent. The only difficulty was found among tha 
Commons, who were not likely to approve the perpetual exclusion 
ofthenuiielves and their posterity. The bill therefore was eagerly 
oppotieil. and among others by Six Eobert Walpole,^ whose epeecn 
was piiblii^hecl. , < , 

The lordti might think their dignity diminished by improper ad- 
vancements, and particularly by the introduction of twelve new 
peers at once, to prodnce a majority of Tories in the last reign ; an 
act of authority violent enough, yet certain W legal, and by no means 
to be compared with that contempt of national right with which, 
some time afterwards, by the instigation of Wbigglspi, the com- 
mons, chosen by the people for three years, chose tberoaelves for 
eeven. But whatever might he the disposition of the lords, the peo- 
ple had no wish to increase their power. The tendency of the hill, 
as Steele observed in a letter to the Earl of Oxford, was to intro- 
duce an ariiifcocraey ; for a majority in the house of lords, so limited, 
would have been despotic and irresistihle. 

To prevent this B\ib version of the ancient establishment, Steele, 
whose pen readily seconded his political prions, endeavoured to 
alarm the nation by a pamphlet called ”Th« Plebeian.” To this 
an answer was publiphcd by Addison, under the title of ** The Old 
Whig,” in which it is not discovered that Steele Was then known to 
be the advocjvte for the commons. Steele replied by a second 
** Plebeian and, whether by ignoinnce or by courtesy, confined 
hinjpelf to hjp question, without any personal notice of his opponent. 

Kothing hitherto was committed i^’iiusr the laws of friendship, 
or proprieties of decency ; but conirovcrtista cannot long retain 
their kiiidness for each other, T.he “Old Whig” answer<?d the 
** Pl^^beiiin." and could not forbear some contempt oH little Diclf, 
whf>se trade it was to write pamphlets.” Dicky, however, did not 
lose his set tied veneratiou for his friend; but contented himeelf 
with quoting isome lines of Cato, which were at once detection and 
reproof. The MU wajilaid Jtride during that searidn ; and Addison 
died before the nc.xt, in which its c^ommi^ment was rejected by t^o 
huTfdred and sixty live to one hundred and seveiity-seven. 

Everjf reoder must surely regret that these two illustrious friends, 
after so many years past in confidence and endeamient, in unity of 
interest, conformity of opinidw, and fellowship of study, should final- 
ly part in acrimonious opposition. Such a controverey was** Bellum 
f Iu5-quain aWfe,” aa Lucan eipresses it. Why cdtild noi faction 
find oSher advocaU'ftl but among the uncertainties of the human 
state, we are doomed to number the instabiUty of friendship. 

Of this dispute I have little knowledge but &oia the ^^Biographia 
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Old Wh\g** i« not inserted in Addinon’s worii^; 
nor is it mentioned by Tiokell in hie Life j why it was omitted, the 
biographers doubtless give the true reason ; the fact was too re- 
o^nt, and those who had been heated in the contention were not 
yet cooL ; , , \ " 

The necessity of complying with times, and sparing porsons, 
is the great inip^imen^ of biography. History may be formed 
from permanent monumenij# and records ; but Lives can oiily be 
written from personal knowledge, which is growing every day less, 
and in a short time is lost for ever, What h known can scldon be 
immediately tpld; and vhen might be told, it is no longer 
known. * 

The delicate features of the mind, the nice discriminations of 
character^ and the minute pecnUaritiea of conduct are soon obliter- 
ated i and it is better that caprice, obstinacy, frolic, and folly, 
however they might delight in the description, should be silently 
. forgotten, than that, by wanton merriment andnoM)afion able de- 
tection, a pang should be given to a widow, a daughter, a brother, 
or a friend. As the process of these narratives is now bi inging 
me among my contemporaries, I begin to feel myself '‘walking upon 
ashes under which the hre is not extinguished,” and coming to the 
time of which it will be proper rather to say '* nothing that is 
false, than all that is true.” 

The end of this useful life was now approaching:— A udison had 
for some time been oppressed by shortness of breath, which was 
now aggravated by a dropsy j and, hading his dange r pressing, he 
prepared to die comformaply to his own precepts and proicHsions. 

During this Ungeririg decay, he sept, as Pope relates*, a message 
by the Sari of Warwick to Mr. Oay, desiring to see him. Gay, 
who had not visited him for some time before, ol)eyed the summons, 
and found bim«elf received with great kindness. The purpose for 
which the interview had been solicited was then discovered. 
Addison told him, that he had injured him ; but that, if he re- 
covered, he would rccompeace him. What the injury was h© did 
not explain ; nor did Oay ever know, but supposed that tome pre- 
ferment designed for him had, by Addisons intervention, been 
withheld. Lord Warwick Was a young man of very irregular life, 
and perhaps of loose opinions. - Addison, for whom he did not 
want respect, had very d»lig^mtly endeavoured to reclaim him ; but 
his arguments and expostulations had no effect. One experiment, 
however, remained to l^ tried; when he found hia life near Us 
end. he directed the young lord to be called ; and when he desired, 
with groat tenderness, to hear his last injunctions, told him, “ I 
have sent for you, that you may see how a Christian can die.” 
What effect this awful scene had, on the Earl, I know not ; he Hko- 
wise died himself in a short time. 

In Tiokell’s excellent Elegy on his friend are these lines 

Be tu bow to live ; and oh I too high • 

, The pnoe of knowledge, taught us how to die— 

^ ♦Spenoe 
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in wTiick he ailudeR» as he told Hr* Touug^ to ihls iiiotlng inter^* 
view. 

Having given directions to Mr. Tickell for the "ptiblicatioh of 
his works, and dedicated them on his death bed to his friend Mr«' ^ 
Graggs, he died June 17/17119, at ShUand^house, leaving no ohUd 
but a daughter. , 

Of his virtue it is a eudicient testimony, that the resentment of 
party has transmitted no charge of any crime. He was not one of 
those who are praised only after death; for his merit was so 
generally acknowledged, that Swift, having observed that his 
election passed without a contest, adds, that if he proposed himself 
for king, he would hardly have been refu^. ' 

His zeal for his party did not extinguish his kindness for the 
merit of his opponents; when he was secretary in Ireland, he 
refused to intermit his acquaintance with Swift. 

Of his habits, or external manneiv, udithing is eo often mentioned 
as that timorous or sullen taeiturnity, whidh his ftiends called 
modesty by too mild a name. Steele mentions with great tender* 
ness that remarkable bashfulne^ss, which is a cloak that hides and 
muffles merit and tells us, "that his abilities were covered only 
by modesty, which doubles the beauties which are seen, and givos 
credit and esteem to all that are concealed.” Chosterfleld affirms, 
that " Addison vTas the most timorous and awkward man that he 
ever saw.” And Addison, speaking of his own deficiency in con- 
versation, used to say of himself, ttmt, with respect to intelleotuol 
wealth, " he could draw bills for a thousand pounds, though he had 
not a guinea in his pook^** ' 

That he wanted current coin for ready payment, and by that 
want was often obstructed and distressed; that he was often op* 
pressed by an improper and disgraceful timidity, every testimony 
concurs to prove ; but Chesterfield's representation is doubtless hy* 
perbblical. That man cannot be supposed very unexpert in the 
arts of conversation and practice of lift, who, without fortune or 
alliance, by his usefulness and dexterity, became secretary of state; 
and who died at forty-seven, aftof having not only stood long in the 
highest rank of wit and literature, but filled one of" the most im- 
portant ofiicos of state. 

The time in which he lived had reason to lament his obstinaqy 
of piloTice ; "for he was,” says Steele, "above all men in that talent 
called humour, and enjoyed it in such perfection, that I have often 
reflected, after a night spent with him <&>part from all the world, 
that I had had the pleasure of conversing with an intimate ac- 
quaintance of Terence and Catullus, who had all their wit and na- 
ture, heightened with humour more exquisite and delightfhl than 
any other man ever possessed.” This is the fondness of a friend; 
let tie hear what is told u« by a rival; "Addison's conversation, ”t 
says Pope, had something in it more charming than 1 have found 
in »ny*otih«r But this was only when familiar ; Jmfpre stroa^ 
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gen, or, j^epe e tingle Btrenger, lie pntetv^ Itid dignii? ij a 

Btitf silence." 

/ This modesty was by no means incomdstent witli a veryM^h 
opinion of his owh merit. J3e demand^ to be the tot name in 
modern wit ; and, with Steele to echo him, used to depreciate Dry- 
den, whom Pope and Congpreve defended against them t There is 
no reason to doubt that he sn%red too much jjahi from the preva* 
lence of Pope^s poeticd reputation nor is it Without strong reason 
Suspeeted, that by eome disingenuous sets he endepoured to ob- 
struct it : Pope was not the only man whom heinsidiouBly injured, 
though the o^y man of whom he could be afraid. 

His own powers were as might have satisded him with con- 
scious exoelLence. Of Tery extensive learning he has indeed given 
no proofs. V He seems to have hadamall ^uaintanoes with the 
sciences, and to have md little except Latin and French ; but of 
theXiatm poets his ^^Dialagues on Medals'’ shew that he had pe- 
rused the works with g^eat diligence and akilL The abundance of 
his own mind left him little indeed of adventitious sentimciitB ; 
his wit alwa^ could suggest whal the occasion demanded. He had 
read with critical eyes important volume of human life, and 
knew the heart of man from the deptiis of slzratagezn to the surface 
of aS’eotation* ^ ^ . 

What he knew he could easily communicate. /^This,” fla;ys 
Steele, "was particular in this writer, that, when he had laken his 
resolution, or made his plan for what he designed to write, he 
would walk about a room, and dictate it into language with as 
much freedom and ease as any one could write it down, and attend 
to the coherence and grammar of what he dictated.’’ 

Pope, 4 : who can be less suspected of favouring his memory, de- 
clares that he wrote very fluently, but was slow and scrupulous in 
correcting; that many of his "Spectators” wore written very tot, 
and sent Immediately to the press; and that it seemed to be for his 
advantage not to have time for much revisal. 

"He would alter,” says Pope, "any thing to please his friends^ 
before publication ; but would not retouch his piece afterwards; 
and I believe not one word in "Qato,” to which I made an objec- 
tion, was suffered to stand.” 

The tot line in “Cato” is Pope’s, having been originally written 
, oh ! ’fcwas this that ended Cato's life. 

Pope might have mad% more objectioiis io the six concinding 
lines. In the first couplet the words “from hence’* are improper; 
and the second line is taken from Dryden’s Virgil Of the next 
couplet, the first vers^ beirtg included in the second, is therefore 
useless ; and in the third J[}ucord is made to produce strife. • 

Of the course of Addison’s toniliar day,§ before his marriage, 
Pope has given a detail. He had in the house with him Badgell, 
uod perhaps Philips. His chief companion wore Bteele, fiudgell, 
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PMlipa, Oar^, Bavenaat;, and Colonal Brett With otber 
of theeo he alwaya breakfast-ed. He studied all mnipuing: ikm 
dined at a tavern ; and went afterwardu to. Button’s* . 

Batten had l>een a werv^ant in the ooiintetss of IVarwick’s fatniltj# 
who, under the patronage of Addison, , kept a eoffeo^houee on the 
eonth-side of Eu^«el •street, about ^ doots from Covcmt-Qajdeit, 
Here it was that the wits of that tiine used to assemble. It is aaid, 
when Addison had sutrored Hany vexation from the counteas^ he 
withdrew the oompanj from Button’e houeo. 

From the eodeo'house he went again to a tavern, where he often 
at late, and drank too much wfue. In the bottle; discontent eeeks 
'ibreomfort, cowardice for 'iCOti rage, and hswhfulnWt’or confidence. 
It is not unhkdy that Addison was liM ecduced to excess by the 
manumission Whieh he obtained from the servik timidity of hia 
«ober hours. He that feels oppression from the preseiice of those 
to whom he knows him^lf superior, desire to set loose hia 
powoTfl of converaation j and who, that ev&t naked $nccoiir from 
Bacchus, was able to preserve himisnlf from ]>eing Gnslaved by hia 
auxiliary? ' 

Amottg those frienda it was that Addison displayed the elegance 
of his colloqiual accomplishracuts, which may easily be mippoaed 
such as Pope ropwents them. I'he remarks of Jlaiulevilk, who, 
when ho had passed an evening in his company, declared that ho 
was a parson in a tye wig, can detract little from hisf Varactor; 
he was always reserved to strangers, and was not inciM to unoom* 
moo freedom by a character \m that of Maudeville. 

From any minute knowledge of fik familiar mantici-s, the inter- 
vention of sixty years hjis now rkbarred us. Steele once promised 
Congreve and the public a complete dosoriptioti of his character; 
but: the promises of authors arc iik-e tho vows ot lovers. Steele 
thought no more of hk design, or though* on it 'vHth anxiety thal; 
at iMt disgusts him, ahd left hk friend in the hands of Tickell. 

One slight lineament of hk character Swift has preserved. It 
was his practice, when he found any man invincibly wrong, to flat- 
ter hk opinion by acquiescence^, tnd sink him yet deeper In absur- 
dity. This artifice of mischief wa« admired by Stella ; and Swift 
seems to approve her admirati^. ' 

Hk works will supp.ly some information. It appears, from hk 
various pictures of the world, that, with all his bfishfulness, he 
had conversed with many dktiuct classes of nnmi and surveyed 
their ways with very (l tli|:ent observarinjiu, and marked with great 
acutenexs the effects of different modes of life. He was a man in 
whose presence nothing reprchen.slble was out of danger ; quick in 
discerning whatever was wrong or ridiculous, and not unwilling to 
expose it, ** There are,’’ says Steele, ‘^in hk writings many oblique 
strokes upon some of the wittiest men of tho age.” Hk delight 
was more to excite merriment than detestation, and he detects 
follies rather than crimes. 

If any judgment be made, from his books, of his moral charac- 
ter, nothing will be found but purity and excdlence. Knowledge 
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of mdoJciiid^ indeed, le^ ovtoxteire than ihat of AddiBon, will shew^ 
that to write, and to live, are very different. Many who praise 
virttte, do no more than pmise it. Yet it ia reasonable to beiiere 
n that Addison^ professioug and praetioc were at no great varlanoe, 
j. ainoe amidsl* atom of faetion in wl4«h of hi?4 Ufo wa^ 
past, thotigh his itation made him oonspienona^ and his activity 
, made him lomSdabJe^ the character given him by his friends was 
never contradicted by his enemies ; of those, with whom interest 
or opinion united him, he had not imly the but the kind- 

ness; and of others, whom the violence of opposition drove against 
, him, though he might loi^ the love, hje* retained the i^everenoe. 

. It is justl:f 6i»pwy.e4,M Tick^, that ho em'ph^yed wit/jOn, the side 
/ of Tirtue. and religioti; f Hd no6 only made the. proper of wit 
himself^ bat/tau^ht it to others ; and from his time it Ui^ Wen ge- 
■^nieraily subservient :to the cause of reason and of truthrVJrfO:^ 
If’ dissipated the jprejnd|c6 that had long connected gaiety with vice, 
, ghd easiu^as of manners with laxity of principle. , He has rosjiored 
virtue to his dignity; and taught ihnooence not io be ashamed. 
This is an elevation of literal^ character, ^‘above all Greek, above 
all itornan fame No greater felicity oaOigenius attain, thsin that of 
having puritied intellectual pleasure, separated mirth frotn inde- 
cency, and wit from licentiousness; of having taught a succeission 
of writers to bring elegance and gaiety to the aid of goodneea; 
and, if I may use expreasiona yet more aw^l, han;.g ‘Humed 
many to rijghteousnm.” . 

Addlsonrin his tijae Afterwards,, was, eoneidered 

by agrei><t part of readers as sU^u’vmely excelling both in poetry 
and oriticism^. Part of his reputation may be probably ascribed to 
the adynn^ment of hU fortune; when, ns Swift observes h©., became 
a stateeman, And saw poets waiting at hi« levee^ It Vas up wtmder 
that praise was a^oinulated upon him, Much, likewise^ may bft 
more honourably jiscnbed his personal dharackT : he who, if ho 
had cUimed it, might have obtained the diadem, was net likely to 
be denied the laureL * 

, But time quickly puts an end iq, artificial and accidental fame ; 
and Addison is to pass through fdt'urity protected only by hi«g<tni- 
us. Every name, which kindness or interest once raised too high, 
is in danger, lest the next age should, in the vengeapeo of criticism 
sink it in the same proportion. A, great wTiter , hak lately xtylcd 
him ^^an indiffereni pOet, and a, worse critic.” 

Hia poetry ia first to be considered; of whict it tnuat be cenfeaaed 
that it has not often tb?fie felicitlcB Of diction which give lustre to 
j^ntimenta, or that vigour of sentiment that anilhatcs diction: 
there is little of ardour, vehemence, or transport; there, is very 
rarely the awfulneaa of gpindeur, and not very often the splendour 
of elegance. He thinks justly : but he thinks faintly. Thisde lug 
genei-al character ; to which, doubtless, many single passages will 
furnish exception. 

Yet, if he seldom reaches supreme excellence, he rar el jP sinks in- 
K 5 
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to dullness, and is still more rarely entauj^led in altfnndiiy. He 
did not trust bis ^^ot^eTS enough to be negligent. There U in most 
of his coxrjipoSiUonBy a oalmneas and equability, deUbeiate^and oau* 
tious, sometimes with little that delights, but seldom^ith anything 
that<#fands. . ' " ' "L ,1''^’'' 

Of this kind seem to be his noems to Piyden, to Somers, and to 
the King. His “ Ode on St. CeeiKs*' lias been imitated by Pope, 
and hae sometliing in it of Dryden’s vigour* Of his "Account of 
theBogUsh Poets,*' he used to speak as a "poor thing;** but it is 
not Worse than his usual strain* - He has said, not Very judicionslyf 
in his character of Waller^ , ' * ^ : 

4 - i. *■;- 

Thy verse ««uJdBT«iir«v'nt!ibniw^rsiimoo«ncc, 

And compliment etorai that boro him hence. . , , 

O n»4 thy UiuSe not come an age too soon, , , . ; 

' But seen great Eassan on the British throne. 

How had his triumph gUtiet'd in thy(pagt t 

What is ibis but to say, that he who could compUment Cromwell 
bud been the proper poet for King William ? Addison, however, 
never printed the piece. 

The letter from Italy has been always praised, but has never 
been praised beyond its merits It is mofe correct, with less ap-’ 
pearance of labour, and more elegant, with less ambition of orna- 
ment, than any other ot his poems. There is, however, one broken 
metaihor,' bf wlieh, notlde may properly be taken. 

WirM with that natm^—— 

I bridle in my stnigglinir Muse with pain, 

That longs to launch into a nobler st7.<>in. 

To hridk (t rfoddm is |ao very delicate idea ; but why must she be 
hridlul ? because she fo»p« io laumh / an aijt which was never hin- 
dered by a hridk : and whither will she into 9i uohkr strain* 

She is in the liri^t line a horss* iu:,^he second a boat, and the care of 
the poet is to keep his korsc or hi^' boat from 

The next oomposUiou is tlie f 4 ^famed “ Campaign/' which Dr*; 
Warton has termed a "Ouztete m Khyme,” with harshness nol? 
often used by the good nature of hia criticism. Before a censure so 
hevorc is admitted, let us corudder that War is a frequent subject of 
Poetry, and then inquire who has described it with more justness 
and iurce. Many of bur own writers tric(J. their powers upon this 
3 ''ear of victory : yet Addison's is decidedly the beet performance, i 
hie poem is the Work of a wan not blinded by the dust of karniug ; 
hia imagtja are not borrowed merely from books. The superiority 
which he bestows upon his hero is not personal prowess, and 
•“ ui^hty bone/’ but deliberate intrepidity, a calm command of his 
pasgions, and the power of consulting his own mind in the midst of 
danger. The rejection and contempt of fiction ia rational and 
manly. 

It may be observed that the last lino is imitated by Pope : • 
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9»piM appt^ iSkiaely 

. Riib'd of themfielvet their 9 «nutoe c))aniifi they boait^ 

; Aad 1^096 that paint the^tiaest»pr£UJWthchi most. 

fhkjpope Itad jin his thoughts; hnt^ not blowing how ib uso what 
waa not his own, he spoiiea the thought whon he had homwed it : 

ThaweU-9negwi^^ia»Ril , 

He best baa paint (heat irvho 6Qt^ feettt^ 

' ' ' ' ' 71* '* ' 

Martial exploits ma;;r be pohud ; perhaps ma ih^T ha painted j hut 
t^h^ are surely not^aifaead By it ie not easy to 

jmint in song, or to sing in colours. ^ , I-!, # ; /. 

Ko passage tn the Campaign has been more olteh mentioned than 
the Bxmilo of the angel which is said in the Tatiier to he one of the 
noblest thoughts that e?er entered into ^e heart of man^" and is 
therefore worthy of attentive consideration. Let It be first inquiiv 
ed whether it be a sixpUo^ A .poetM sunHe is the discovery of 
likeness between two actions, in their general nature dissimilar, or 
of causes terminating different operations in some resemblance 
of effect. But the mention of another like consequence from a like 
cause, or of a like performance by a like agency, is not a simile, 
but an exemplilication. It id not a snnile to say that the Thames 
waters fields as the Po waters fields;, or that as peda vomits 
fiames in Iceland, so JStna vomits ffames in Simly* When Horace 
says of Pindar, that he pours his yloldaee and rsp^i^ty oi ^eme, as 
a river swoln with rain rushes from the inountaw^br bt himself, 
that his genius wanders in quest of poetical decorations, as the bee 
wanders to collect honey ; he,;in either case produces a simile; the 
mind is impressed with the remnnblanoo of things generally unlike, 
as unlike as intellect and body. But if Pindar had been described 
as writing with the copiousness and grandeur of Homer, or Horace 
had told mm that he reviewed and finished his own poetry with 
the same care as Isocrates polished his orations, instead of simili** 
iude, he would have exhibited almost identity ; he would have 
given the same portraits with di^rcut names. In the poem now 
examined, when the English are represented as gaining a fortified 
pass, by repetition of attack, and perseverance qx resolution ; their 
obstinacy of courage and vigour of onset is well illustrated by the 
sea that breaks, with incessant l»ittery, the dikes of Holland. This 
is a simile ; but when Addison, having Celebrated the beauty of 
Marlborough's person, tells u», that ** Achilles thus was formed 
with every grace,” here no simile, but a mere exemplification, 
A simile may be compared to lines converging at a point, and is 
more excellent as the lines approach from greater distance : an 
exemplification may be considered as two parallel lines, which 
run on together without appinximation, never far separated, and 
never joined* • 

Marlborough is so like the angel in the poem, that the action of 
both is ahnoat the same, and performed by both in the same man^ 
ner. Marlborough teaches the battle to rage the angel “ di- 
rects the storm Mariborough is " unmoyed in peaceful thought ;* 
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the angel le and Bqrene;*' Harlborougli 

amidst the ahoek ef hosts the angel rides " eatm in the IrMcl- 
wind/* on Harihorongh ate Just and nehle; hti tfei 
aimik givea almost the sSme ima^s a feeoood time, ^ ^ 

But iwsrhapft this thought^ though hardly a simil^ wa8j:eniuibe 
fjpm f utsta^ ofl|i^c^ption8> and teniiited «imh labour at reSewrtdiv or, 

dexterity of application. Of this m> Madden; a.namo whioh 
Mand m^t to honwpr, enee his opinhm. ** Jf 1 ^ 

fteV* afdd he, ieu schoel-boyaifco wjriW on the battle of Blenheim, 
and ei!^ had brought mo, ^ angels 1 ehodia not have been w- 
prisod/’ „ ' ’; 'f/ : / ; ■ 

The opera of Boaamnrid, though it Js eoldcm tnentsfoned, is one of 
the first of Addison's compo|i1dons. The sub i act i» chosen, 
the fiction k pleasing^, and the, praise of Marlhorongh, for ^bioh 
the scone upves.an ojfipoHuttil^j is, ivhat perhaps every humah ex- 
celknce must l)e, th^ ^ of good iuc|i, improved by gouiut, 

The thpttghta aro ^omewiliejS and enm^tittica tender ; the ver- 
sification k easy and gay* Theijei ia doubtlesa. ^s^>8ae advantage in 
the ^horittess of the Vim^, which there is Jittla ieihpiation to hmd 
with expletive cpithote. Tho dialogue soeuisf dnmmonly better 
than the songs. The two comic elmirjiictm of Trusty and Ori de- 
line. though of no great* yaUw, are yet such as the poet intended. 
Sir Trusty's account of the death <d'B' 0 .samoTid is, 1 think, too gros®-' 
ly absurd.^ . 1% whole drama is nity and e|eg?mt ; engaging in its 
process, nnd posing hi its conclusion. If Addison had oubivuted 
the lighter parts of ]j »etry, he would probably have excolhid. 

The tragedy of CatQ, which, 'Ooutrarv to Iho ?'ule ^ih-crA^ed in 
selecting the works of other pocte, has, by the weight of its charac- 
ter, forced its ipto the lute coll«tition, ia uin^tuestjojiubly the 
noblest production of Addison’s genius, (if » work bo much rfliid, 
iti:i (liCicult to say anything uiw. About thi up* on which the 
public thinks long, it commonly ailaias to think right: and of 
Cato it has been not uniustly dctorigibuHh that it ia rafeber a poeta 
in dialogue thaJx a draiUtiVTath^Ia Knoccf^iou of ju'^t 'sentiments in 
elegant language, than a ropre^^Mhtn of natural afiections, or of 
any state probable or poirtibls in human life. Jsoilung here ex- 
cites or assuages emotion here is iio magical power of raising 
pliankstic terror or wild afixioty. ' ^The cvwuls are exjjootcd with* 
out floUcitnd'.% and ar j I'ememhcrcd, without joy or sorrtJn', Of the 
agents we have no cftre; we considii^ not wdiat they are doing, or 
whut they aro anfi’mng ; wo wish only tO'^ know what they have to 
say. Cato is a being alcove our 4<oiicku(lo', a man of whom the gods 
take care, and v/hom wo Icnvo to their care with heedless coufi* 
deuce. To the re-^t neither ^^ods nor meu can have much attention; 
for there is nut one amongst them th^t strongly nAtrads either af- 
fection or esteem. But they made the vejhicl^ of such senti- 
ments and auch expression, tliat, there is scarcely a scene in the 
plav which the reader docs not wi«h to imprcfts n]*on his memory. 

■frheb Cato was shown to Bope^ he advised the author to pmt 
sponc*. 
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supposing that U maJi b$ 
r^ad more favourahly than h^rd. Addi^n demared himself of tW 
aame opinion ; but urgod tfa^e imiiortutiitgr Of his Irimds for ite ap- 
pearance on the stage, “^fhe ewulation w ygrties made It successful 
jbeyood expeetatioii^j and its success has Yhtroduoed or oonhmed 
among ua the use of diaJo^e ,to^ deelith)atQi 7 ^ of unaffeoting 
elegance, and chill tihilos(ipfey. K : 

. The universality of applau^, however it might quell the censure 
of common mortolsvhad no other than to harden tlennis in 

tiiced dislike ; Intt his dislike uH^^erely'Oaprieioua. He found 
and shewed man^ faults be shewed them indeed with anger; hut 
he found thoth with acutenessy sm^ as Ought to rescue his criticism 
from oblivion ; though/ at last, it Will have no other life than it 
derives from the work which it endeavours to oppress. ' 

Why be pays no regivrd to the opinion of the audience, he gives 
his reason, V reiuarhiqg, tjjat, , : , - , 

A defertiTipo is to be jyatd to, a geheralt applause, when it apl)ears 
that the applause la' patural and spontaneous; bnt that little re- 
gard is to had to it, wheri it ia affected and ar»i6tnal Of all the 
tragedies which in hla meniory have had vast and violeut runs, not 
one has been OTtcellcut, few have been tolerable, most hare been 
»eandalrmd. When a poet’ writes a tragedy, who knows he has 
judgment, and who feoU he Ims genjiw,' that poet presumea upon his 
own merit, UJid sooriw to umke a cabal. , That J)copie c#m*d coolly 
to the representation of such a tragedy, without any violent expeo- 
tfiHrm, or dehiwive imagination, or invincible preposscseion ; that 
sunh an audiem^c ia liable to riceivo ilui improssiona w^hioh the 
poem shall naturally make on them, and to judge by their own 
reasan, and their own judgments, and that reasoxi and judgment 
are oulm and serene, nut fornlfed by nidJUra to make prosemes, and 
to coatroiil and lord it over, the imaginations of others. But that 
when an author writes a tr^edy, who knows ho has neither genius 
or j iidgment, he has redonrse to the making a party, and he endea- 
Tonn; to make up in indusuy whS^ ia wanting in tajent, and to sup- 
ply by poetical crafc the abseni^d of^'poctical art; that such an 
author is lmtii]>ly corikuted t«> raise men’s puBsions by a plot with- 
out doors hed-'Spatra of doiagit by that which he brings upon 
theM:ige, That pawy and pawon, and prepos^icesion, are clamor- 
ous and tunjubuou:^ things, and so much the more clamorous and tu- 
multuous by how flinch the mulk erroneoua ; that they domineer 
and tyrarmizc over the ^mjjginations of person# who want judg- 
toent/and sometimes too of those who have it; and, like a fierce 
and outrageous torrent, bear down all opp/xsition before them.*^ 

He then condemna the noglnot of poetical justice; which is al- 
ways one of his tavounte principles, 

" ^Tis certainly the duty of every tragic poet, by the exact distri- 
bution of poetical juVtiee, to imitate the Divine Bispensaiiou, and 
to inculcate a particular Providence ’Tis true, indeed, upon the 
atageof the world, the wicked eometimes prosper, and the ghiltless 
suffer. But that is permitted by the Governor of the world* to 
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fili€Tr» ftm Uie attribute of bis infinite jti8tiee» that the^re k a com* 
peiuuktioxL in laturity, to proTo the immortality of the human bouI# 
and the eertainty of faiure rewoxda and piuiiBhmenttL. But thu 
poetical persona in tn^y exist no longer than the reading, or the 
representation ; the whole extent of their , i^ity is circumscribed ; 
by thoae ; and therefore, du^g that rea^hg ot representation, to 
cording tC the merits or de&nrlt^ they mitel he punished or rei*' 
warded, If this is not done, there is no impartial distribution of 
poetical Justice, no instructive lectnre< of h particular Providence^ ^ 
and no imitation of the Divine Bispensationr And yet the author < 
of this tingedy does not oidy run counter to this, in the fate of his ; 
principal character ; but every where, throughout it, makes virtual 
suffer, and vice triumph : lor not only Cato is vanished by Omsar, '^' 
but the ^^cheiy and perfidionaness of Syphax 'prevails over the 
honest simplicity and w credulity of .Tniha; and the sly subtlety 
and dissimulation of Pcrt&hs oyer the ganesous frankness and opeii^\ 
hoartedness of •Marcus.'*^’ ' 

Iff hatever pleasnxe therei&ey he In seeing 'icrixhes punished and 
virtue rewarded, yet, since wickedness oflHju ptoi^persift real life, 
the poet is certainly to give It prosperity on the stage. Fw if 
poetry has an imitation of reality, how are its laws broken by ex« 
hibi ting the world ip its true formic stage may somotimea^ 
gratify our wish^ but, if it be truly the mirror of life," it ought 'i 
to shew U8 sometimes what we are to expect. 

Dennis objects to the chargeters that they are not natural, or 
reasonable ; but as heroes and heroines are not beings tltat are seen 
every day, it is hard to find upon what principles their conduct . 
shall be tried. It is, however, not useless to consider what he 
says of the manner in whiph Oato receives the account of his son's 
death. / 1 / ' . ' ' ^ 

" Kcr is the grief of Cato, in the fourth ai^, one jot more in na# 
ture than that of his son and Bucia in the thii^ Cato receives the 
news ol his son's death not only with dry eyes, but with a sort of 
satisfaction ; and in the sheds tears for the calamity of 

his country, and does the ktStoe thing in the next page upon the 
bar© apprehension of the danger of his friends, iiow, since the . 
love of one’s country is the love of one’s countrymen, as 1 have 
shewn upon another occasion, I desire to ask those questions : Of , 
all our countrymen, which de we }ove most, those whom we know, 
or those whom wo know not! .And of those whom we know, which 
do we cherish most, our friends or our entmies ? And of our friendSi • 
which are the dearest to us, those who are related to us, or those: 
whoure not? And of all our relations, for which have we moat , 
tenderness, for those who are near to us, or for those who are re-"^, 
mqj;e 1 And of our near rektions, which are the nearest, and con^ 
sequentiy the dearest to us, our offspring, or others 1 Our offspring 
most certainly; as Nature, or, in other words, Providence, has 
wisely contrived for the preservation of mankind. Now, does it 
not follow, from ivhat has been said, that for a man to receive the 
news of his son’s death with dry eyes, and to weep at the same time 





fot tihd of Inis e(miry^ is a wreiohed aieeiatioxii And a 

wk^uhh iocomdstenc^ ? Is nofc la pMn BngUsh^ to reoeiTe 
aritU irf eyes the aevs of ih^ death of t|ase for irhose sake out ; 
ooaatiy is a aame iso dear to ui^ and at the flinao to shed teartf 
for those for whose out Oomatry is not a name ao dm to ns* 
But this formid[able;!asl»aihi.nt is Im resistible whai he attaobi 
the probabilitr of the actloii, and of the plan* , 

Brery oritioal reader must remark# ^hai ^ 

pulodtj almost unexampM on the English at»gfi> Oondnod Mmself 
in time to a single day, and in place to ligorotie unity* The soehe 
never changes, and the whole action of play passes in the great 
hall of Cato's hhnse at XT tloa^ Much. thSeraore & done in the halh 
for which any other place had been more dhrand this impropriety 
adords Dennis xnany Mute, of merrixnent, anu opportunities of tn« ^ 
umph* The passage is long ; but as inch difl(|di9ttion$ are not ooxa<^ 
mop, and the objeetions«iareiSkilfhlly formed and vigorouslv urged, 
those who delight in critical controversy will not think it te&us. 

" Fpon the dOpilJture of Portius, Sempmius makes but one so* 
Uloquy, and immediately in comes Byphan, and then ibe two poB* 
ticians are at it immediately. They lay Jheir heads together, with 
their snuffboxes in their hands, os Hr. l^yea has it, and league it 
away. But, in the midst of that wise soene, Syphax seems to give 
a seasouable caution to Sempronitts; .K^ 

** Stpn, Bat ifs H true, ^onpronlua, that yoiwr scosis , , 

Ti call«S togaber f (xods 1 taoa must be cautious i 
Cato has piwcftig eyes.” ' ' •’* ' ' / \ ' 

^ There is a great deal pf caution shewn indeed, in meeting in 
a governor's own hall to carry on their plot against him. Whatever 
opinion they have of hia eyes* I suppose they have none of his ears, 
orjhey would never have talked at this foolish i*atc so near. ; ^ 

' tbouimitheeaSf^uS.”^'^.;’ ’ ^ 

*‘Oh! yes, very cautious: for if jDatef should ove^hcar you, and 
turn you off for politicians, Cmaar wuuid never , take you ,vno, Oiesar 
would never take you. ’ 

' ** When Cato, Act IL turns the senators out of the halb Upon 
pretence of acquaini^ng Juba with the result of their debsiet, he . 
appears to me to do a thing which is neither reasonable nor civU^^ 
Juba might certainly have better been made acquainted withHhe 
reeult of that debate in sonm private apartment of the palace; ' 
the poet whs driven upon this absurdity tp make way m itnother; 
add that is, to give an opportunity to demand Marcia of her father. 
But the quarrel and rage of Juba and Byphax, in the same act ; tho 
invectives of Syphnx against the Bomans and Onto ; the advice th^t 
he gives Juba, in her father's hall, to bear away Marcia by force; 
and his brutal ond clamorous rage upon his refusal, and at a time 
when Cato was scarcely out of sight, and perhaps not out of^ear* 
ingi at least some of his guards or domestics most necessarily be 
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stipposed » a thi&^ tUi^t k tieing 

probable, tH<^ it iBhardlfpoeftibk. , 

in tbe Beoond comd« baoK fliara i|i iba , 
aameifewttitvg t® the governor^ hail, ta carry oa th© ccEfidiw 
irltb By^hax Mtmt tha governor, ^ cctintry, and family whio% 
la Ro aiupid, that it is below the wisdova tbe 0— 'a, tbe Mao’% , 
and tha'l’cagne'aj even Bnetaoo Oojjmiinuhifttafilf-would never haya 
gone to JtiBtice-hall, to have ceffiipiM againet the government. If 
oflacers at Porfcsmottthahonld lay their heads togotto, in order to 
the carrying oft' J-r t>— 'a nmoe or daughter, would they meet In 
’6 hall, to carry; dh their conspiracy 1 there would be no ne* 
cessity for there iaeetiii;iJ tlfcre, at least till th^camo to the exe^ 
cation of their plot, because there would be places more private 
and more commodious/ ’ STow there ought to Ire nothing in a tra-^ 
gioal action but what is necessary or putable. 

But treason is not the duly thmg t|at |« carried on in this hall i 
that> und lov«^ and philosophy, tal^e their turns in it, without any 
manner of necessity or probability occaBioiiodby the action, as duly, 
and as regfilarly, without interrupting one ahotber, as if there lyfis 
a triple league between them, and a' muttui agreement that each 
ahontd give place and make way for, the other, in a due and or- 
derly succession, ^ ’ 

We now come to the third act, Senipronins, in this act,' cornea 
into thfe gis^Verhorh h»ll, with the leadm of tbe mntiny ; but, as 
soon as Cato is gon^ ^ScpiproniuSj /who but jtist before had acted 
like ah unparalleled kiiave, discovers himself, like an egregious fool, 
to be an acoompBoe in.tho 

.8sMP,^Know, villafnt, wben jmqlt paltiy slaves prestinie 
To max In treason, if the plot fuoeer^ 

They're thrown neglected by i buM^it failo, 

They^re sure to die hke dogs, as yott shaft do, 

Bern, take these baeftoaavnWUfrs. them l3:Uth , > , 

• 'Toft^ddend^ath- . ‘ ^ ‘ 

^Tis true, indeed, the 'loadhr says, ^hcrc are none there but 
frionde; but is that poasible'Rk^aiich a juncture? Can a parcel of ^ 
rogues attefflpt^tdwa^U*''-t© the g^ivernot of a town of war, in his 
owirhouse, in thid-dayt and, after they are discovered, and defeat- 
ed, eSn there he none neat them hut friends? Is it not plain, from 
these words of Scruproniufl, . ' v ' 

Here, isle these factious monsters, drag them forth 
To sudden death— . © , 


and from the ontrtaics of ih« guards upon the word of command, 
that those guards wore within car^shot t Behold Scmpronins then 
nalpobly discovered. How et^mesit to pass, then, tha^i inatead of 
Doing hahgod up with the rest, he remains Secure in the goveimor’s 
hall, ahd thdi^ carries on his conspiracy against the government, 
the ^ird time in the same day, which his old comrade Syphax, who 
euym at the some time that tho guards ore oaring away the lead; 
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big mm of tHo defeat of Semproniiu); irll^re 

m had hl$ laielligenoe so booh is dijploult to ima^ool And )iow 
iha readsL* may expect a tery oxtraordinary soene; thoi^eiBiiot 
abundanoe of spirit indeed^ nor a jifrcat deal or jmesion, but thoro is 
urlsdom more than enough to Supply all de&cts. 

(V'V y- 

pTPH.«--Ou*! Utsl'deajfiW. n»/ friend. h#« wov'd abor^Ye j ' J 
8tiU tbete rmalna an .iti^gaiee lo plajr* < ' 

My troopa am mmmtiedi thc-ir KuUfiuan 
Snuff up the and Iouk ^ ^cpur ttie oMirb 

l<et but teiupronlua lead ui> in our f^igbi, 

Weli force tJ)(# gJtto, iwheie Marcus H«e]pa tJie 
And hew down all that would oppose oflr paaaagej 
A day win tiring ua mto C<r»ar’a caBiipr 

• " ; 

Baarr ^-‘ConlhBion ! f hate fail’d of half ray pwpoic; 

Mardi. the oharmin||^arLia'^ left bdUndi* ^ 

'Well * but though btiktelie us the half purpose he has Med of, 
he does not tell tis the half that he has Carried. But what does he 
mean by 

Marcia, the ehertoing Muoia^S left behind I 

He is now iu her own house 1 and we have neither seen her, nor 
heard of her, any where else, ance the play began. But now let 
us hear Syphax ; 

W hftt htadei g then, but that you find her out. 

And hurry her away by manly furoof 

But whai does old Syphax mean by finding her out? They talk 
us if she were as hard to be found as a hare in a fiosty morning, 

fisinr —But hetw togain admission f 

Oh ! she is found out then, it seems. 

But hojT to gain admission S for ioasM 
Is given to none, hat J uba md her brothers. 

But, raillery apart, why accoifw to Juba I Fw he was owned and 
received as a lover neither by the father nor by the daugnter. 
Well i but let that pm Syph&x puts Bempronius out cf piWtt itn^ 
mediately ; and, being a Numidian, aboundlug in wilos, supidies 
him with a stratagem for admission, that, 1 believe, ia a nompareiUo. 

Stpu —Thou shalt ha^ JaWt dress, and Juba's guards; 

The doors will open when Numidla’S piiace 
Beems to appear beforo them. 

** Sempromua, it seems, was to pass for Juba in fuU ^ay at Cato’s 
house, where they were both so very well known, by having Jufea's 
dress and his guards ; as if one of the Mardbal’s of France could 
pass for the Duke of Bavaria, at noon-day, at Versailles, by having 
nis dress m'd liveries. But how does Syphax pretend to help 
Sempronius to young J uba*8 dress] Does ho serve him in a double 
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cftp&otiy cf gdUdlral imd soaster of hk wardrobot Ini viky 
^ardat for tbe doTU of an^r guard has Juba appeared with ^reb 
Well ) ^though this is a mighty politic iuveuiiou, yvt, methiulcSji 
they ought have done without it; for^ sinc^ the adri^e that Sy^ 
phax gaTe to ^mpronius was, 

^ To hurry her sway by minlylQtce* * ' 

"iu my opinion the shortest and likeliest way of coming at the 
lady was by demolishing, instead of putting on an imj^rtinent dis** 
guise to circumvent two or three slaves. But Bempronius^ it seems. 
Is of another opinion* He extols to the skies the ipvontiou of old 
Syphax ; 

SSMS.^^Besveai ! what a thought wm them ! '' 

*'Now I appeal to the reader, if I hkte not kepi my word*-— 
Hid 1 not tell him that 1 would lay before^him a r&ry wise scene 1 
** But now let us lay before the reader that part of the scenery of 
the Fourth Act, which may shew the absurdira which the author 
has run into, through the indiscreet obserrUnOe of the Unity of 
Place* 1 do not remember that Aristotle has said any thing ex- 
pressly concernirig the Unity of Place. 'I’is, true, imphoitly he 
has said enough in the rules which be has laid downfbr the Chorus. 
For, bym{Ji;ing the Chorus au essential part of Tragedy, and by 
bringing it on the stage immediately aftm* the opening of the 
scene, and retaining it there until the very catastrophe, he has so 
determined and fixed the place of action, that it was impossible for 
an author on the Creoian stage to break through that unity* I am 
of opinion, that if a modem tragic poet can preserve the unity of 
place, without destroying the probability of the incidents, ’tis al- 
ways best for him to do it ; because, by the preserving of that 
unity, as we have taken notice above, he adds graoe, and oomeli* 
ness, to the representation. But since there are no express rules 
about it, and we are under no compulsion to keep it, since we have 
no Chorus, as the Grecian poet had ; if it cannot be preserved, 
without rendering the greater pan of the Incidents unreasonable 
an^absurd, and ptsi'haps sometimea monstrous ’tia certainly hotter 
to break it. 

Kow comes bully Sempronius, comically accoutred and equipped 
with his Numidian dress, and his Kumidtab guards. Let the 
reader attend to him with all hia ears, for the words of the wise 
are precious : s 

aiur.— Ths deer is lodg'd, I've tracked her to her covert* » 

"Kow I would fain know why this deer is said to be lodged^ 
Bifce we have not heard one word, sinc^e the play began, of her 
beinff at all out of harbour : and if we consider the discourse with 
whira she and Lucia bedn the Act, we have reason to believe that 
they Imd hardly been talking of such matters in the street. How- 
ever, to pleasure Sempronius, let ui suppose, for onee» that the 
deer is lodged* 
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Tlie deer i« lodg'd^ Tire tracked her to her covert* 

he hftd Been her in the open field, what occasieh he to 
trech Jber, when he had «o many Nomidian do^ at hie heeUi, which, 
with one halloo, he m|^t have set u^n her hanncheal If he did 
not Bee her in the opeh field, how could hd poaaibly track her 1 If 
he had Been her in the street, why did he not set upon her in the 
itteet, ^nce throngh the street she mnBt he carried at last f Kow 
here, instead of having his thoughts tij^n hii business, and upon 
the present danger, instead of meditating and ecptxiving how he 
shall pass with mistrees, through the southern gate, where her 
brother Marcus is upon the guard, and where he would certainly 
prove an impediment to him, which is the Eoman word for the 
%apmgt; instead of doing this, Sempronius is entertaining himself 
with whimsies ! ''Sr k. 

esvr.’^How vtu (A yoQog Ktiwldian rave to see 
Hii mistrees lo^ i If aught could Slid my soul. 

Beyoad th* eojoyment of so bright a prise 
'TwouW be to torture that young, gay taerbarian. 

But hark i what noise! Beath to my hopes t *tis he, 

'Tit Jutaa*B Kilfl There is but <xah way left I 
Be must be murder'd* and a passage out 
Through those his guards. 

Pray what are * those his guards T I thought at "present, that 
.Tuba’s guard<) had been Sempronius's tools, and had been dangling 
after his heels. 

'' Bu t now, let us sum up all these absurdities together. Sempro- 
nius goes at noon^lay, in »Tuba^s clothes, and with Juba’S guards, 
to Cato's palace, in order to pass for Juba, in a place where 
they were both so very well known : he meets Juba there, and re^ 
solves to murder him with his own guards. Upon the guards 
appearing a little bashfhl, he threatens them : 

Baht Bastards, do you tremble! 

Ox act like men , «t, }sy yvtx afuro heaven I 

** But the guards sidll remaining restiTe, Bempronius himself at* 
tacks Juba, while each of Uie guards is reprcbenting Mr. Spectator’s 
sign of the Gaper, awed, it seems, and terrified by Bempronius’s 
threats* Jnba kills Sempronius, and takes his own army prisoners, 
and carries them in triumph away to Cato. Kow, 1 would fiiin 
know* if any of Mr. Bayos’gtragcdy is so absurd as this? 

** Upon hearing the clash of swords, Jjiicia and Marcia come in. 
^he question is, why no men come in upon hearing the noise of 
swords in the governor’s hallt Where was the governor himself? 
Where were his guards? Where were his servants? Such an «t« 
tempt as this, so near the person of a governor of a place of war, 
was enough to alarm the ffarrison : and yet, for abnost half an 
hour alter Sempronius was luUed, none of those appear, whg were 
the lik^est in the world to be alarmed; and the noise of swords 
ii made to draw only two poor women thither, who were most oer* 
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tain to run from it. Upon Lncia and Mtroia*fl coming ioi 
Lnoit in *dl the symptoms of an hysterioal ginattlcwommi: 

too •«-Sitra twit tlit cUtti of twords t ny troiblid Iwt 

tf 10 etft Oown, md itunl: imidM; ^ «omnra 

It ifaroOt iritb fm, and lohoi it «oaAd ) 

^ And immediately her old wdiimaoy Tetuzns upon lier : 

0 Marcia, tliould thy tirotbon, for my take^ 

1 die away wltbnoxror at Uie thought. 

She fanoidi' that there c^n be no cutting of throats, but it 
must be for her. If this is tragical, 1 vrould fSin know what is 
comical. W'ell 1 upon this they spy the dead body of Sempro- 
nius ; and MaroUi deluded by the habit, it sooms, takes it for duba ; 
for, says ahe, 

The foce ismaflled hp within the garment ‘ 

a man could fight, and fall with his faee muffled up in his 
garment, as, f think, a little hard to conceive f Besides, Juba, be- 
fore he killed him, knew him to be Sempronius. It was not by bis 
garment that he knew this ; it was by his face then : his face there- 
lore was not muffled. Upon seeing this man with his muffled face, 
Maroia falls a raidng, and owning her passion for the stmnosed de« 
jponct, begins to make his funeral oration. Upon which Xuba enters 
listening, 1 suppose on tiptoe *, for 1 cannot suppose how any one 
can entl&r listening in any other posture. 1 would tain know how 
it came to pass that all this time he had sent nobody, no, not so 
much as a candle-snuffer, to take away the dead body of Bempro- 
nius. Well ; but let us regard him listening. Having left hts sp- 

g rehenaion behind him, he, at first, applies what Marcia said to 
empronius. But finding at last, with much ado, that he himself 
is the happy man, he quits his eaves dropping, and discovers him- 
self just time enough to prevent his being cuckolded by a dead 
man, of whom the moment before he had appeared so jealous ; and 
greedily intercepts the bliss which was fondly designed for one who 
could not be the better for it. But here 1 must ask a question ; 
how comes Juba to listen here, who had not listened before 
throughout the play? Or how comes he to be the only person of 
this tragedy who listens, when love and Croeson were so often talked 
of in so public a place as a halll I am afraid the author was 
driven upon all those absurdities only^to introduce this miserable 
mistake of Marcia^ which, after all, is much below the digniliyof 
tragedy, as any thing is which is the effect or result of trica* 

But let us come to the scenery of the Fifth Act, Cato appears 

f rst upon the scene, sitting in a thoughtful posture ; m bis hand 
lato’s treatise on the immortality of the Soul, a drawn sword on 
the table by him. ISTow let us consider the place in which this 
sight Is presented to us. The place, forsooth, is a long hall Let 
ns suppose, that any one should place himself in this posture, hi 
the midst of one of our halls in London ; that he should appear 
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k poittutei a dratm sword on the table by b{m> ^ 

bis Itod Plato'is treatkke on the Immortality of the Sonl, transited 
lately by Bernard Lintot : 1 desire the reader to comdderj, whether 
snob, a person as this wpnld pase^ with them who beheld him, for a 
great patriot^ a great t^osophmv dr a generali or some whimnioal 
Sewon, who fbnciedhilpself ail these! and whether the people, who 
Monged to the iamily; would thinh that such a person had a de« 
sign upon their midrift or his owni 

: In short, that Catd should sit long enough in the aforesaid pos- 
ture, in the midst of this la^e hall, tOrhiui orer Fkidli treatise on 
the immortality of the Soul, which is a lecture of #ro Jong hours; 
that he should iwo;^e ip himself to be pri\'ate thme upon that oo 
casion ; that he should be angry with his son for iniruding there ; 
then, ^at he ahould,. jeave this kdl under the jwetence of sleep, 
rfvo himself the moml wound in his bedchamber, and then be 
brought bach into that hdl tu e;*pire, purely to shew hi» good breeds 
kgt and mye his friends ke trouble of bomkg up to his bedchaxU- 
her; all this appears kme to be improbabk^ inerediWe, ImpoiK^le/' 

‘ l^uch is the censure ^of Dennis. There ie, as Dryden eapresws it, 
perhapft *Hoo much hoz^pky k his railleiy f but if his jests are 
coarse, his arguments are strong. Yet wb love better to be pleased 
than be taught, Cato is read, and the critic is neglected. 

Plufthing with couaciousneas of these detectione of abaurdity in 
the conduct, he afterwards attacked the seniimeni of Cato ; lut hp 
then amused himself with petty cavils and minute objections. 

Of Addisen*a smaller poems, no particular mentiou is neceasarv ; 
they have little that they can employ or require a critic. The 
parallel of the Princes and Gods, in his verses to is of* 

ten happy, but it Is too weU known to bo quoted, ,,, / 

His translations, so far m I have compared them, want the eUact- 
ness of a scholar, That he undei^tood his authors cannot be 
doubted ; but his versions will not teach othcWi to understand them, 
being too licentiously paraphraatioal. They are, however, for the 
most part, smooth and easy ; and, what is the first excellence of a 
translator, such as may be read with pleasure by those who do not 
know the originals. 

* His poetiy is polished aud pure ; the product of a mind too ju- 
dicious to commit fhults, but not sufficiently vigorous to attain ex- 
cellence. He has Bomtimes a striking line, ora shining paragraph; 
but in the whole he is warm rather than fervid, and shews more 
dexterity than strength, jo was however one of our earlicftt ex- 
atmples of correctness. 

The versification which he bad learned from Drydk he de- 
based rather that refined His rhymes are often dissonant j in his 
,0eorgic he admits broken lines. He uses both triplets and Alex- 
Xndriiies, but triplets more frequently in his translation than Ms 
^ other works. The mei’c structure of verses seems never to have 
e]^aged much of his care. But his lines are very smooth in 
"Bosatnond,” ifnd too smooth in *'Cato ” • 

Addisoii i» now to bt considerfd as a oitio ; a nam# wMcih 
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peseat M Boamiy willing to allow him, Wi$ orititte 

ia condemod aa tontatiTo or axperlmental than adontifio; he 
is oopiddeced aa ieddihg hj taste rather than by pdndfles. 

It is not ntLcommon, m those whohave grown wise by the labour 
of otherSf to add a little to their own, ana overlook their masters, 
jkddison is now despised by some who .perhaps would never have 
mm his defeots, but by the lights whidi ho afforded them. That 
Imidwaya wroteas he would &inh' it &eoessa37 to write now, can* 
not bo affirmed ; his instructions were such as the oharaoters of hht 
r^em made proper. That ^neral knowledge which now oirou^ 
lutes in commoi^i^k, was m his time rarely to be found. Men not 
profoBsing leamiug were not ashamed of ignorance j»and, in the ^ 
male worn, any &oq;uniutance with books was distinguished only to 
be censured. Hia purpose was to infuse jlteraiy curiosity by 
gentle and unsuspecM conveyance, into the the idle, and the 
wealthy; he therefore presented knowledge Tu the inost alluring 
form, not lofty imd ainitere, but ftcoesiflde^nd ffmlliar* When be 
jffewed them their defects, he chewed them likewise that thi^ 
might be easily aupplied. Eis attempt succeeded ; inquiry waa 
awakened, and comprehension expanded, itn'eomlatioii of inteb 
, leotual elegance was excited, and i^om tins time to our own life has 
been gradually exalted, and convemtibu purified and enlarged. 

Btyden had, not many years b^ore, scattered criticasm over hia 
preface with very little parsimony : but though be sometimes con* 
ascended to be aomewhat familiar, his manner was in general too 
echolastic for those who had yet their rudiments to learn, and found 
it not easy to understand their master. His observations were 
framed rather for those that were learning to write, than for those 
that read only to talk. » 

An instruOTor like Addison was now wanting, whose remarks be* 
ing superficial might be easily understood, and being just might 
prepare the mind for more attainments Ead he presented ** Para- 
dise Lost'* to the public with all the pomp of system and severity of 
science, the criticism would perhaps have been admired, and the 
poem still have been neglected; but cy the blandishments of gentle- 
ness and fadlityjic has made Milton a uxdveraal favourite, with 
whom readers of every class think it neoeasa^ to be pleased. 

He descended now and then to lower disquisitions ; and by a 
series display of the beauties of *'Chevy'Ohace^7 exposed himself to 
the rldicmeof Wa^taif, whobeatowed a pompous character on ^'Tom 
Thumb and to the contempt of Dennis, Who, considering the fun- 
dament^ position of his oritioism, that ^^Che\'y-Chace*' pleases, and 
ought to please, because it is natural, observes, ^Hhat tbefeis a 
way of deviating from nature, by bombast or tumour, which sears 
above nature, and enlarges ima^ beyond their real bulk; by af- 
fbetation, which forkes nature in quest ol something unsuitalde; 
and by imbecility, which degrades nature by ffintness and dimi- 
nurion, by obecoring its appearances, and weakening its effects.** 
In ** Chevy-Chacte'* there is not much of either bombast or affecta* 
tien but thflr ii cUU and lUfUm unbeeilitji Tht irtoicy oannot 
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l^bly be told In a laaimer that idtall make \m imptmam m the 
mittd. 

Before the profound idw^ers of the present race repoae too ee* 
eurelj ou the oouadonaneeB of their superiority to i4dkoU| let 
them consider his remark^ on Ovid» m which may he foiaudei^* 
mens of criticism 8u£Si4^en% subtle and refined 1 let them peruse 
likewise his Essays on Wii^^’’ tand on the ^^^Fleasux^ of Imagina* 
tiem” in which he fbund art <m Imse of nature^ andi^drawa the 
principles of invention ^&m dlepositionftin the mind of man with 
skill and elegance^ Such as his coutemsiem will not easily attain; 

As a describer of life and manners, he must b^lowed to stand 
pexhaps the fimt of the first rank. His humour^^whioh^, as Steele 
observes, is peculiar to himself, is so happily dUPosed as to give the 
grace of novelty to domestic scenes and daily oeorxiSnees. He never 
outsteps ihe mod^y of jmture,^ nor raises meniment or wonder 
by the violation of imth. His figures neither divert by distortion^ 
nor ama 2 e bv nggravaiioh. ^le co|ttei dfe with so much fideEty^ 
he can hai^ be said to invent ; yet his exhibitions have an 
sir so much ori^iaal^ that it is difficult to suppose them not memly 
theproduot of imajsjnatiott.M^ / 

As a teacher of wisdom, he may be coiocftdently fbllowed. His re^ 
llgion has nothing in it enthusiastic or superstitioxui : he appears 
neither weakly credulous, nor wantonly scepUcal ; hismoraUtyis 
neither dangerously lax, nor impracticably rigid. AU ^e en .'hant- 
ment of fancy, and all the cogency of argument, are employed tore* 
commend to the reader his real interest, the care of pleasing the 
Author of his being. Truth is shewn somotimes as the phantom of 
a vision ; sometimes appears half veiled in an allegoiy } sometimes 
attracts regard in the robes of fancy ; and sometimes steps forth in the 
confidence of reason. She wears a thousand dresses, and in ail is 
pleasing. 

M il e Uabet onmtuf , mille decentiet habet. 

His prose is the model of the middle style ; on gmve subjects not 
formal, ou light occasions not grovelling; pure without scrupulo- 
sity, and exoct without apparent elaboration ; always equable, and 
always easy, without glowing words or pointed sentences. Addison 
never deviates from bis tra& to snatch a grace ; he seeks no arnbi- 
tious ornameutB, and tries no hazardous inoovatious.' His page is 
always luminous, but never blazes in unexpected splendour. 

It was apparently his principle endeavour to avoid all hsxshnoBS 
and severity of diction ; Ifb is therefore sometimes verbose In his 
transitions and connections, and sometimes deecends too much to 
the language of conversation ; yet if his language had been less 
idfiomatieal, it might have lost somewhat of its genuine Anglicism. 
What he attempted, ho performed ; he is never feeble, and he did 
not wish to be energetic ; he is never rapid, and he never stagnates^ 
His sentences have neither studied amplitude, nor afiected brevity ; 
his peri^j tkongh not diligently rounded, are ? oluUo mi ms* 
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WhosTer wllto Stipa m Unj^llsli f^ilisr tot mk aocsK^ 

aad elc^t tofriii^ ^ve bii dajs aad xu|[tol to 

v<d\3a«i€S4iLddiwai. r 




Jomt Uvwm, |hd son of a oklsai io Loadoh, loid of Aa^xs Burgmst^ 
of aa ancicrit faiiilj in Wiltsyre, tras born at Marlborough, July 
29, 1S77. ym edncated at a private ectoo) ; and thongb Mit 
adtanoee in Hterainre ar«. in the ** Biograpbia,” very oaten tatlonaly 
displayed, tbe naSis af bts i» aomewli^ xinfTtMfully con* 

cealed. , . -r 

At niuetep .|te drew the of £L tragedy ; jam' parapbraaed, 
jratbSr too profusely, tto ode df Homce Vbioh Integer 

Vito," To poetry to a^ed tb€fi<aenfie of wbicb toaoema 

to toye attained con^oenible ^tl, together wi& tbe practice of 
dmimj cr rudiments of painting. 

Hla studies did not withdraw him Wholly froul businesa, nor did 
btiaincsa hinder him Imm atud^. Hh had a place in the oHice of 
ordinance ; and was secretary of seyeral cotoj^issipps for purchssing 
lands iiecessairy to secure the royal docks at Chatham and Forts- 
ntouth ; yet found ttoe to acqxiaint hittwelf with modern languages. 
In 1697 he published a poem on the Peace of Kyswich and 
1699 another piece, called. The Court of Neptune," on the return 
of king IVilHam,, which he. addressed to Mr. Moniague, the j^m^ral 
patron of the follower -of the MuscS. The same year h^ produced 
a song on the Buke of Blouceker’a birth day, 

Be did not conSiue himself to poetry, but cnltfvated other kinds 
of writing with great Buccesa; and about this time shewed his know- 
ledge of human nature by ait ^* ISssay m the Pleasure of being de- 
ceived.’' in l70;i he publistod, on the death of king William, a 
Pindaric ode, called The BoUf.e of Nasaou; ahd wrote another 
paraphrase on the Otium Bivos ” df Borace, 

In 170S his ode<m Mnsib wasjperformed at Statieners’ Hall ; and 
to wrote afttf^ards six cantatas, wjiioh w^ ^ to music by the 
greatest miteter of that time, and seem intended to oppose or ex- 
clude the Italian opera^ m exotic and irrational entotarnment, 
which has been always oo^toted, and always has prevailed. 

His reputation Wfes now]^' iar advan^eo, that the public begah 
to pay reverence to his name ; and he was eoUcited to prefix a i>r6- 
face to th<i translation of Boccalihi/' a writer whose aatixical vein 
cost him his life in Italy, and w^no never, 1 believe, found laany 
rehdets in ibis country, even though introduced by such pewerfm 
recommendation. 

He translhted Eontenelle’* ^'Pialogucss of the BeadT andhia 
Tcndokwas perhaps rekdat that time, but is now neglected ; for 
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Hngbeti liad HtKetto suffered the mortidcatjloufl of a narrow for- 
tune ; but in 1717 the hard Chancellor Oowfier »et him at ease, by 
making bitn ftecKretary to the coannisajons of the poaee; iu V'fekh he 
afterwards;*; by a partioukr i^uest, desired hia aucoe(^OT lrt>rd 
Parlthr to, continue him. Ho had now affluence » , hat snob in human 
‘ life, that he had it when hk deolini^/ho^^ neither alkw 

him long poaRe#>8ion, nor q^aick r ■ , 

.Hi« last work w-as hk trag)ildy:;> Bieg% ^.1)^ 

’Which ‘.^a Siege*’ became> ppnlar titih./ thk play^ Vhi«h.4tfll 
nontimios on the etage,nwl'of whieh it> unneoeesary toiidd a pd- 
'Vata roioo to no,t'ai?ifc«d' ,or 

printed a^rdin#f ^ the4ni|h|(9^ mdgiptil drwhjwii ^ hla settled in- 
tention. Ee had inado ^ rh^ wtP hi» rtd%in» ; 

after whic^^-thel^blikiTen^ boon roasoiv 

able, hie injam;y ;whuld ‘hhVe'W honors of his re- 

pentanc©!exeTOpjai3fv'-.,Ph«f^l8j^%pw^«»^^i;i^ th«M; the guilt 
of Phocyas"' 5 

Hughes, unwiU«ng that hk JtKJueiit^ hi» 

work,, complied witb th|i.sltj 0 xjtlimLr^V, 

, He wasuow wpak with a 

to attend tlMi^rehearftuh jot ^wj 3 ;s 4 o-,v»gor<tU hia, faculties that 
only days hk4mii^'h‘%i^ iyf‘do:;|tithe djedioe^tt m to his pairon 

Liuh! Cowper, On the i^ky wa'i reprinted, 

and tije aulhi^f HelitVd/lonoar'thai it fm woU received''? 

buf pnid iif> reg^rjd'Ao.trUf intJ^liil^ncc, boiiig, then ^wholly employed 
in tile Cltris^ian. ^ , 

4,'mso hi** ^W/^ddn^udlv' >nd Steele 

devoted an 't^y, in ithe'^^ap^r, f The f heatre/' to the me- 

mory of hU virtues, ' ;i|jw life '^a ^riUtin in the Biographia with 
Home degree of, lavouraMe parfcia|iiiy.; and au acanuht of him pre- 
fixed to his workkhy'iM^ relation ihe„jUte pi. Btwk^mhe, a mau 
wlioHo bIameln^s^ei«^auco^de^fi^^'lh'^ mpoot;,'. , 

The clmraotirn of igpi^oa/l^f^sil trausemm fjt>jn the corres- 
2 >ojidence of Swift y,f ' 

xi month agOi^”- says .eapi the oyer by a fri^^nd of 

mine, the 'workapf John They are ni prose and 

v;;rHo. t never heard hf the mm my lli’o, yet 1 find your name 
ajs tt ttubftcribcr. 'K e k toh grayo a po^t ipr jpe ; , and I flunk among 
the Kedipcris,f:s ”1rt yrose^i^a'well' aWerse/’ , 

To tbh Tope returns i 7*0; 'viewer yuny as, to Mr, 
Hughe*^ : vv'h!«,t h»\mrited. in he %adn m 

hnh ho \7;]ia L,i‘ tb‘i yau'ihihi :, '' '■ '- . 

In Spcn©*;*H C-jlltction Pope i> made to speak of himTft-h still 
b>^s re^jn^ct, as having ho cU^ to TUeticAl reputation but-ft^m his 
tragedy. , , 







sflEPFiELB, mmot »»tr{kilr«HAirsHiBE. 

Mm SittEFFijat^, dfl^een^^ lw»ls;t of illiMfttiouw aiicea* 

tora^ was bom in oon of JBdfb<m4 wl Of MtiJgmvo, who 

died 1658. The young lord who wits puhit^fco the handa of a tutor, 
with whom he Waft so littU satisficed* thht ho iM lid of him in a 
abort time, at m age not Oxeoading twolire fmarttf tOaolved to 
educate himself Bueh a t>ur|>(iSe, fbrmed at eooh an agov 
cmiuHy proaeonted, d^lightfl, as It ia stmngst^i and inatnmts aa it is 
real. 

His literary acM^uMtlotts ate ia«iJ6 wondcndihd, ae those years in 
whioh ihey are onmmoiiiy madfO were «|>e]it by him in the tumult 
of a military lilh, % the gafcs^ of a oourt When war was declared 
against the buioh, he went at seventeen oh hoard the ship in which 
pnuco llupert and the dwhe of Albemarle tadled, with the com- 
mand ot the lleot ; but hy r oOtinriety of winds th<yr were restraiijed 
IVoni action. His zeal the hing’a wsrviod was recomi>cnHed by 
the eommand of one of the iad6|>onaent troops of horse, then raised 
to jwotoct the coast* 

Next ye%f he rccelyed a Bummm^ to Parliumeht, which a» ho 
was then but eighteen yearn Old, the earl of Notthumboiland cen* 
fiured as at least indeoont, and bbi objection was allowed He had 
a quarrel with the earl of KoOhesUr, which ho has perhaps too 
ostentatjouflly rcUted, as Itoohester's survhdng sister, the lady 
Bandwn h, is said to ha> e told hlin, with very sharji repibach^®. 

Whtu another Hutch war hrobe out, nO weht again a 

% ohm ret r an t he ship w hioh the celebrated loi d OfiW»iy commanded ; 
and thcio made, (ot he relates, two curious rtmarhs j 

1 have oliseired two things, which I dare afiiTm, though not 
gonorilly believed. Ouo was, that the wjnd of a cannon buHct, 
though Hying never so near, is Incapable of doing thf least ham , 
and indeed vero it othrrwiso, no man above decic would escipe* 
The other was, that a great shot may bo sometime^' avtddeii, even 
as it flies, by changing oao'e ground a Uttlo, ^or, when the wind 
Bometimis bkw awayili^ smoke, it waa «o clear a tun-'^hmy d^ y, 
that we could easily perceive the bullets (that jrerft half-»pent) fall 
into the water, .md umn tBcnce bound up agam among m?, nhieh 
givet. sufhcitnt time for mahitig a«tcp Or two or any side , though 
in so swift a motion, ’tis hard to judge well in what hue the bullet 
comts, which if nuhtaken, may by remowug co??i a man hi* ine, 
instead of 8«n mg lu" 

Hi 8 behaviour wa'* &o favourably reprebented by lord Obsoiy, that 
he was advanced to the rommand of tho Cathrine, the best second-- 
rate ship in the navy. • 

He afterwards raised a regiment of foot, and commanded it m 
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coJoboL , ii^^foliDes were Betti asliofe hy ffmo^ jRtt|»eri t tttt4 
he lived vt^ feittiliark wi& He..iraB 

lee»tt ‘ tie 'affc , wai* ui^iitr’ 1"oare^e> ' i;to‘Art 'tilpie: ;> 
;,l3leitt| hy tU duke of' ^ W, , 

tet tto5p"of 

the 'dnke pt y«i'ks" IfUtte ttfbA'i. Wife ifi«^;p4ttckjr 

'jiiv^;l3f'#k to ‘fthd 

• ih'endatM Pndtjli ft tie ' „i ''■' ■ 

♦^%e';!M0(il1i^'lMi.¥4h^^ , Sfc&tt'i ' (HS® viti ,. 

■'i^WO ft & J^ili^;/''il;ftTft^d: 1'.^ M tlxu 

daiige^* w &.lm'k^iUt]p^ t<> 

tvhtft' health hethewh ' 

ioTis wouicl’ j^dV^at'lw'ttSt’ it l4e-s«.w' htoelf in a Bafer 

'place. Hm, Inftn^e weckw;, 

laid tue Mtu. ' , , 

In,. 4li(ie voft g'c ^)fche ’«;ViM<Uji( j" i. liwiioiiS poe^, 

•.anei.lisi’ftiB Ettie po#cr' hi?,ftTeu* 

'^'4t hts;^nf^p who )ta4 liever 

heett he^^tixiiri*4 i ooiu-tlcd* m ' hefore. 

At iki 

hnof^'tad ■ % iiiiitt*:^'v'if' Iwtoftd, ' he 'natumlJy 

exj?iM5 Btii'l ; -hut ail'itno^: how *si)ibia thatxe%ia 

began to | 5 athep<JiafUd«,' ' |gia^p?cfttiwn$ ‘weft. not jiiat'^ppoint'eu ; 

ho ^^*‘4 niRde 

Ioi4, 'ttiiiittboifjttih,.;' Hi a in im high cs^>^tt3drtsi<*n, 

without hnWftgivW^ ,hfe' <|{jp /devolution, of its 
ilJegaUty. ' h«j'nti;feAd. fhokiug to 

m(i YwtM wUh ^tit^hauftb 4h'p#liott to receive, 

the Hosh'ish y^iith,'or to'foiftjh^up^ oihetnj fof when the priests. 
OttbouJ^ugod by hj.a appoHrakuft, of.b4*4'P^l)autto, attorn pied ft.-cwfevott- , 
him, bo^tohl xhcai^ tis Burwii hak reo^^rded, tEas''h,o' wati tO' , 

receive insU’Utviiarij, ^4*!itj^4 t'ftt.'lio\ had taken nftch p(;dne tb-l^lleyo 
in (iod wlio mieltt^ide the woHdahdnli mottinit; 
jjJiouid uol he easily' pemadod ijmtmi^i was ^u-fts, 
aguin. , ' • , ■' f , > ? ■’ 7 

A pointed aeuteuce is hcHowed by &ucceB4voiranwBBW, ft tho 
last ftwm it wUl iSt ^ this .censure of tvansubstswitiutftu, whatever 
be its valac, wa« uttered long ago by Anne Askew, one ol the fitBt 
Rullerersfor the Frotestant Aieilgion, who, ftifto tiitte of Henry 
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yUt vht&T^utMin'iM tiicjr^ . 

tlio m* 

|a‘ th« i^#tii^i^ioiyiii> af5jf|i^|i[ii^4|i^4^: i 

;' ’Fh^re Wa«( bn<^' 

ptiae^ |E>f pninlf / ft# i;li'» 

-niieippt, py Tltis 

dma if .pH}.iprap]^$J'.'' ^ • j^yi^i^t 't%Wp' Ml \ff 

itaVe , ditorti^ere^' ■# to H^to ^lug ■ ' 

lsi0^ Williimi/Of^tHod, yW ‘' v ^i./ ', 

IJttg JfamM 

;tl)sp 

tlttfeof (,It4'|riuc3!j^',^'a'ij^ ''Cd]oiwrt''ji^M,^d' ,'tE.d 

.; p?i)iae ' iWr t# ,*1^ 

' Ma <^wTi diJUjowrotrAe y«ft^4ip^^:o^^y|)ao^ !: B;^- 

looM 07J(;4|k^ Kltt^' witu 

prose ,wifty/'W i^ddit<0d4'' tr4<^,<>pnt^^^ .. ,a_otf<riHj^)»d'ipg 

■ thi» Wemon iik .kditoai^e, 
but stiti' 

laiffc b«; a of 

tUroi* tbbnfittiy'p<jMKv'’''\'i^^^^^^^^^ ! ' . ■’ 

At. tbe acofifi«ioiibf'!(|tii3eji''^.ia'M^^^ ii| l^-?e courted 

’(vbftft tlmy j^rere Mil her . 

coronafti^rt pTtvy; ^u<^eof^:aljl^rlord 

‘ ^T pm t^ortb JRil^iWff5i*^'T.i^kiMbtreji:/'^S^'';wiw\ib ' 

■ cgiiamii^^ncr tO)t\tr^o?png jiibentvil|d^’lftUfjii : 

yM niiitje next ■ yean Uvhp ^f Buck- 

fea^^iie title »f ^Uck ift'iiuarM/ ., . r a. ' 

Soon afte^;,, bewopiuKtr «« bo 

rml^md the'pi^t^y Toiled iaa 

' juiotion, exrr\3ir<aiy <^iJ’tolve lo ffeja ^^aoeij, foi S;|irirW.ng ti<r prin^cesa 
Bopliia to Kfiglaod* 'f bif Qn^sen xjdartp^ .hiMii bi^ldk Wjiib ^ 4)!fFer jjw 
kiifci tbHKi that of pie o^ia^eellorab,^ ; lift / Be roW 

’’retired' from' btiUt ii;rt^''‘’‘f*irk irMoh, i« 

''^ now the Quej^*ai‘ 'iipon gFbtmd prown^'' ^ 

Wbcii, the'tAWs^^y' tr|i '“'iaflyfft ' Lord 
1 cHuiberMw of Pio h6ttto]m1d, coificorfea allpraiii^^tione of 
'; 'tbat time,' exoept.tkat. bt‘ edtle^vonipbd.io prptect tbe, Cesmtaxta. 
Ai%or the” Qilftoii’s deAtb/be bocaxpe a oprtAant opponent of tbe 
Crmrt ; and, having jio puhiic bOainor^e, im^^oaed to haveama«ed 
bCtolf hy writing hie two tra«odioj>. Ed df^^l Febman 
n'ML .j , , ‘..f 

HV was ihdcop^rript; hyhmtwo tot wivciebeTMno children ; 

, hy third, wno wa.'i'tKe ^ampa hy the countesa 

^ of Ddriahft^iter, aod '«ridow of the edi'l of Au^haev, ho Uad l>e- 
*aito otto c^iildr*m that died early,, a aim/ born iu 1710, who died 
ill , and put aw end to the Uus of Sheffield* It i« observable, 
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tiiat ili^« ^Utfe»'\rive« w«re all iridpwd. DRM in 

1742* "" J V >' i 

His bo wpoeod 4f 

miiy bft )sti]9po«0d t^ !&»t 0 frm ; «xi4J^ 

wm^ 6» Si 

AOflEiiflaettiA mpmeti 1:6 hs |^dM in |h« bcW ^ 

Aii4 bi« yi%«rtf wwa m a 

fi^Tiplioa Ho wan ’^invod M ootetoni;, Iuia beteot 
defondod by sni^ifitonaiO t>i to h ^ «9 if a «m 

tx%bt noi At osaift be ct^nntyted by vmk» and idteem. He 
aaid, bo^ever^ to have bitd maeb tendoraesii, and to haire be«a 
▼ery ready apologise for bbl violfcaoo Of pasdoiti, 

He ie inirodaceti Into tbte collection my ^ ^ poet ; atid* if we 
credit the tei^oay Of bit ooaiem|K>radi^ li# nras a poet of no 
YOl^ai* ttink Bdt fayoar aid dattery a^now at end ^ ct»ti6ifl«i 
ie m sofkiied by IMe boant&oi^ ^ abad by bin tpleodopr ; 
and, bela|t able to take ^ More iteady ideW, ditcotetA kim to be a 
vnicr tiat eomeUmetf bni rarely ehtna|^ feebly labosioM^ 

and at beat bat pretty* Hte mm W npon 43onimon toplta j be 
bapSfv end ^ieyH an^ repeaH and despaiia, and rejoiceA> like aoy 
other maker of li^ etaima to be greats be berely ir$^ ; to be 
gay, in hardly in to power. 

In the Bi^ay on Batire he wit alwayit sttppo3e4 iio h&m bad ibe 
help 0 ^ Hrydeiir Hii Stoy on Poetry in the flp'eet Work for wbiob 
be waii praised by K<«icomineji> Hryden, and Pope ; and denbtlw 
by many more whoeo eulogtsa bava periabed. 

. rpon this iHooe be appoBta to jhawa eet a high value * fur be waa 
& hla Jife time leti^nng it by ancoeedve miaals, ao that there s» 
Scarcely any ppem to be ^jAad of Wbleb ibe lest edition difett 
more from lie toi imopgat otber obanges, mmttlen in made of 
fiome eOmpoid'tiens of Hrydepi wMck Were wribttm ate the 
appeoxanee of the Bmpy^ 

At the time wbep tto wotk ttsA appeared^ Hillip'a fame was 
not yet fully eatabhsbed, tod tteOAere Teuso aad lipenter were sot 
betore him- the two last linm tore tbese* The Bpio IVet> says be, 

^euosed W6i:e greet Ter^i#, sad l^pcmer, PdK 

The last liim in sneceedina dditioim was aboHmied, &aA tto order of 
names eontiimed; bdtnow HiltpnlaattetovanoedtOtbetobest 
placOi and tie fipmage tb^s adjosied : 

Most there lolWdtoW 

Surcei.d were $|iciimer« asd eveu UUtoa fuM 

Afoendmeto arc seldom made wiibont seme ttoen of a rent : 
lofty docs not huit Tasso ao wdl as Milton. 

One oolebrated hm seems to be boirowcA Tbe teiy calls a 
perfect character 

A AaUl6«B monstlr toleh tbs wodd SSw^ 

Boaligcr, in bis poe]s% terms Yii^ tin hU nmnirml teAtol 
0 
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be mfipmA to We re^ Sei^igei!^ peibape be 
fotuid the wprde ui a anotation 

Oi i:W« irhioh h^e ^^ted m tu^bly, it mtny he 

jvxitly ftftid ^et the preoaipte an^ ^adto^s, soDwnjmeA ueir, aiid 
olted hopfpily oxpveiieed r hitt eH after q|} t^e emendetK ni^, 
matjy lines and -bo e{»^w»Mfanoe« of i^ltgence , uHi 

when ihe gi’^fw the Jlh^ ef elv^y» 1^9 <s5»uecUoh ttud 

ooherej3.be ^ idtWiirhieh, e&t» %»< 

^ ^ point vmx wdl3|j 

hot Aw a«» ^o|ty, Hot KStit *»*«» wTnW, ^ 
an p<aMV&rict juir a C ae{»«r# tLhl 

Whe Mould uoi aeliiioae that Wal>er^e Tanei^ydc iiii4Behb&mfi 

Cobuhr'e Bill weie i 

|i4b vfitm are^ efkh Ihedpid but hj« tioemouni are hv^y and 
afweeble , he had the jperopieuity hud el^puaiee of m Watopiau, 
but tiot ti^e ifcte wtd tocy ?ff a 
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PHIOR" 

MiTTtfVW Pjitoa i«( one of those th# Wd bdfei bhir fmm an ob- 
ecuro otlgiu to gKat eminence Ho waf' horn July 21, 1674, ac- 
orn diUjg tofwmo, at Wuilmra, itt poraetfthire. Of I ktjQwaoi Mhat 
parehfe , otherB a<«y, that ho WAa the son ui a imner ol Londoti he 
iwafl points lulling tnough 4:0 Jeare hais birth Mnsettled’*, xu hopfe, 
like i) n Qouote^ that the hnrtoriaii of iua aotiehi might tind him 
aome Jlustnouti aUi4nb< 

He u hUppcBed to havo feHeti, by hts fathers deaibf into the 
hands of ht« nneit a vintiwr near werwig C< oa)», nrho sent bium for 
eomotutm t ) ilr Bu&by, at W^e8ttti«#fer but, not .mfeBdinp to gWe 
him any edncalion beyond that of theechool, took him, uheu 
vm Moll advanced in litmatuto# to his own houec;, whpre the capl df 
Dorset, lolcbrated f >r patroaage Of tfomua, lo»md him by chance, 
aa Bnruet relates* Toftdijag Horace, and ira» so well nloaied with his 
prohuency, that the care ^nd coat of hia aoademical 

odaeatimi * 

m enter^'d his name in^l yobn*a College at Cambridge in 16 *^ 2 , 
in bus eighteenth vom , and it may bo retisonably anppoaod that he 
W difatingm&hei among his confcempojFaTies He, became a 

♦Thft dMBculty op settling 'Pmr'a birth lAaw it great In the waster of fua 
QoU(^ bn i« caJ )ea, at >»» admiittion bjr tlw Prssiaintt Matthew Prior U W ini uni 
In Ilhi43et«a b) hiwretf nett da/ Matthew Tiun ot DnirfutahiTe in «*bi lx 
eonmy nw m mAkacn 'Wlnbim^T WmtatiMmttaa it stands tn tht Mils e is 
fbnnd ’Whan be aiood ewndidsto tw Jmr fttilosabip five jesrs afterwarie 1 e was 
irajriatei fid again by Iii i ailf as of JMiddiescx The last rccird ought to m prefi-r 
red, bfinatuie xl w&a made upon ohth It li Obeerfab e that as a j stive of Wiuo 
bonm, ha Itanied FUim Geotgil Prior genaroir, not Q(nuisteotir ^Ith tbf cowmon 

$mmx of the jpenimjPia of hn hixth 
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Baohfilot, u in tma ymm, aSa 4 pm . 

m ote tiij^ 1^0^ on tlve; D itt^ m bis ^ 

It IS tb# pratUica ib# io Seia^ Wljf jNH^ 

tn %hi tel ffi!s«^r Mi»i8 pamh n^tew ctiif» In bpMir* - 
Itewnt of 4 hen«*&cuon oi^juj^d hy % 4 |iqi pm bwty Ms 
«n«Moir On j«b\« o<jaius^ob tbo«W}i Viwii» ^Wmr, mhkh 
notb^g th«i!:«u<M?ni?%ate%t0 »bv 4 »te 4 ^ 

to s^mo noOoa for hin fm»p m iiao #nntte 4nd hi& Ijm ; 
on tb« fmms 8o:^o<kn|l0rii tm^ for tlUnl lio 

■WHS more or MbsgouwsiMit tvttn ikn toily ^ 

The samo pu!>Uiaw 4 4 ibe CKv owd Oow^^v Mpm^ 

to iidicule laden's owcf J^f th^r, in, <*oiJ(,!mi&WMj ydib Ml* 
Montaguo* Tbtic h a stey* ol grte sniiored, and ot toam , 
sbed^ on this otas^ioiii, bl Kr. htp^i ivbo tboogbt H bbrd tbot^ ' 
** m old mm. i(&onid be «(n troted b> ino^o to wbota be bad tdiroys 
bed'll c^viV By Ules bko fb«®e w ib^ wdsod by stxi^erior, 
ubiUtioei, oTOjy daj gUktiAod ^rbon tiny are attadbed «*wy one 
bopcft to see tbem bumbtlod , irbftt ii bapud is mdily lh4i«S^ed , and 
whit w boli^Ved IS oab 4 ldon% tobl Dryden h%i been jnoro an- 
cuHtomed to bo^ilMa, tte tljuit j^uch^^nemSes ebtmtd break We - 
qniet , and^ li we can suppi^BO inid voteo^ 4 would be bard to d^y 
hiin mim onnngb to oaoaal h$ uneMinter 

The wty Mmit (?o»r 4 ry wTOoated its teOtbofft ibore 
solid sdVittt'igHfi iban the pleaanre of frettmg Bjydeii l>r they 
were both Speedily prefcrroil Montn'ot, iadood, obt-^ined th^* 
first nofciot with somede^ee o^ dt^iontotet, #«tt wem^^ tn Prior 
who probably knew tb4 own pan tif th( perfoma ico was the 
boit lie hid Dpt, however* nmub reason to oo< ipiam', hr be 
came to bondon, andobtameil 4»nobnoiioe* that Un in^i) he was 
s( ut In the Ooiigrm 4 the* H igne H4 ♦-eCreta'^v cn the t tub*S'sy Ja 
this ««»ettit*ty of punoteai'iid nobb^ to wbbh butopo havt perbapt 
fttaioely seen my thing (quab wan i *meU the gr*ad alhauoo 
agauHi lii»uis ^andiut iifcst' 4^4 nofcpiodute ©ft cte propOTtl‘inatfl 
lo the mi^nlustOMs, of the tioi» 

The toudnot nf Pnor, m ndid tmtiition into publn bnai 

nces, WHS so ^ploasing to kin^ V^blbam^ that lie made nira one yif 
the gentlemen of iho bed Oiamberj nnd ho is »4pposod to h ivo 
piH^<d ^omo of tne next years in the quiet oal^'ratioa el literature 
and poc try 

The death of qofon Mir) (ir ld 05 ) produced a Sttbjeot for all 
ihj writer^ pop’nps no funeral wwi crer so pootioiHy attended* 
inkfl aui miudwmiifcieuaniHscl und deprived wa*»b]lttej 
but fit irt h aiiv of uer m ikt i o( Whs oim ti d to bring tin tribute 
of tui-fnl 80M jw All MtiJiI tion of e^agy vr is univeftil Maty^S 
pratrtft wif> n t>r»hn d to the hmgilah JaugUdge^ but Mls a great 
pirf of the ^ f 1 ;/ 1 in'll 

Prior who ww b Ui 4 piUHnd aeomfeer^ was tee diligent to 
nn s tl 1 opjiorturnty of ro^p ot H wrote a long <Mie» which was 
presented io the kjugj by whom it was not likely ^ be ©w rte 
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was to aij,«ifthoo emb«i*wy at iljte troalrf 

<lf i4 1^0'J , 0^4 voir had tUc o:^t'c at iilt 

eouH of rr/MM)o> ^bero bo la «a0 bf^vo b<joB rodisidtorod with 
' gn^eat iljiaitaotJoii- 

AiheimH oni^diy htitm 

^ shewn tbo VMmu m }i«dii5od by tv teiifti 0*^ atikodi 

uMi<r^Cao if Sa^Utid'-^ j^4(^ hitl tins 

** Tl»© «jfOou?0* tv<« # s)) |iO be oioea 

eytry wiKJro ht*t in ItiH w 
%m 1i>ht.tur<h of 'Tin Bh»u nje ito 

0«itJHtaUoti^, but wijrO ©JfcpIaihiH^ It aWfftint^ that 

PniJonn awd lUdno llmugitt u J^^fj;jt8fcsa3*y titJlla ttioire 

almplo. • / 

lU m «i f'hfi follov^nsf your at^inn )dUk tho kttf; )Hkm, 
arfJfcd' a khw ati(te«oo, h#ar#»a oi<J^fejt#^ogknC an^^oix m 
ayrka} of atitnifi the of o^esj 

a pos^t ijihi^U httiiikl luMjr, VffUjhfeA iiumy it^rsi^ i^oijovsd , 

ibaJ W im a sfii.tdO ooiAi^ti^dfoai^ of U*ade. 

fThm yo^r i 15^00) ^<udit*<»r’(nwj ol^ h>A kHspt ami txm^ spkpdidi 
rompofrfiojOw tho (*nmm $> i uh^f, in #hip %t iiH his 

jJoWeWof uoMratka I wer in n#» oCHat^sty, he 

probably thonjyht dSih-fit he writ, a)s4 ixt^iinc^d fW oia^h vijuiHy u 
rnp ho propt > \) rvnt*U^ ^}m> a pr^Hse^iy o^moaiku^ 

WiJliun «.#pji^ (t c^ii^ fi)ti^ the) vwa at p^fc. )Xis 

J'ln had Wu»diO%^4l honflfover riepi '^hlto the r^pion- 
dfon t <^na } 1 a< A of 1 mjHm ka n tw pri^unal ooura^o. H e w as 

rvtiMy 111 l^rio;’H mind whaf he him in tvrewss; ho 

eaiuKidorod him a»4 a heto, afwl to that he 

jr^lKd other 4 5p c«*ttjplh)bt?« tl^lth the iW»hUe# hut tiliAt in oole- 
hrairij? Wilihiu he fnHo tired MaihUinatlnn, ' To iVlor ^-ati 
tnd^^ w *ul<{ ill Hta ynatse* whfcH wwtm uut tefuso* 

An >’14 tdM «dvKnla4tain aiTkv f jviUt tha fttfettvo yojuf of tfiHkm’u 
he uumtivn. a AN>^trft/yi 7 aid them* 

1 ijijn {» e*« ^»‘u ti tw,)S rtishuJiruunwv 0 ay JkoW 
Tlwnhwul^'* vVtii^oiSj in) .AfhBovie, Y 
A ti;^l WA* iOl« pi <«0 tout* «e Un tnvK?^ tiWftf IfcuA* 

THm h*i)i wwiSiXk? enif «i d hj/ hdcu 

TinheJl; 14 his Pf0i^f>cu tif JiU"? the hope of a uew 
O'kdemy ' ^ 

' ? ' ri>y rhftlnfouriarWi^^hini.ii'JfV' W»f»» # 

bhA.1 iptufi no lD^\)fft^it\^)^mxif Koi.ft<L, 

WWhtk* the f-imUilude rf ]>a#pf^e« whieh^^hibit tboRitmp 
ihunyht oil the tjormi tu*( u<>»ofi pioce^deil from Ur luulatjon, 

is »4t my di.‘ ei num TI iOl tp/;jht have hoj u inum'Satd with 
by ih* Mnifinh 

then latdy pubUiJUocL 

iu the parllameut that uaet m 170I, he was oha«on repieseStativo 
0 6 



- urm OF ttK 

of INst QiSmkA H M abmt ibH iUm <Mwd 

Ilia : M W ^oM ior tbe ixopei^wM^Lt of mm lwd»««%QM 
ling to tbe IMty Ivi iMIi ke 

nSSfeSS»i13S?%«.*.b». 


' publiiOiiett, ¥«iki«jiO' D(C I'Hitk iW eni^ 

^ coHiliietHj ifebouoof ct /lit km 4<i0e^ ®uOi^ife of ISioset^ ^ 

' Vko (in im) 4sioiM kirn to 

niwjtk^Sf fitfoii of to oecow V jWWw or1««lt fb*t* 


miMtlo and it would be not to ktm auy otkir 
potition by that evuaifc trkiA k» tomeitoWM^^ 

Every thiujp TOfeOurfh Ike r40^ of WiPiam aas^ Anne 

no pw^roht t^y |iMwy* Jk tke Ite wat, 

when ftj|»»cQ ‘wm Aifipimd .%^ owpoweirhd m erorf owte^of 
tho giobe^wboiiE ^p?dft» ktx ajijftmtahoe, only iHU^W 

ulMaitiol, and tbe naike an JWlWtoj^o W* iwetekoOi^ tknm&k 
%ro|«i, no poet wt)^ kcadrdis’feioot me gwWtl Jwjrfamntioii , the 
fame of our oouuotoftoieB iil»4 teneo rntrnaNl io the UMUm* 

the nation In time gr# ^epjr ot the war, iwbd^ the 4Uoe«i ferew 
weaiy of hot mfumtetHA Th^ wkr'^h^ tm^^keotnoy hnd the ibmis- 
tcr» weie itwoleui: h'le'tirmnfl# w^i to hope that they 

might, by driving the Mh^ lN«n ijOUjt Wlroih power# gca^y at 


once mn ^upon and the people ISW’ vteeljiow a ««3T for wrltcra# 
who might o^vey iuteHigenoe or paei ab^eei^ etnd ebtrir the WttBie 
of pubUo monjey^ the umnen^eohable {^^n4i*^ oj ffce Jit^, the 
nrenoa of geneew, the lyxanny el ihtiiona, tmi m |etjiar«d danger 
ofnppmOjiingTtihjL ^ 

Tor tbie purpose a f^per ealtod pwefodieaWy 

published# wriwi, it heppewed^ by any wta of llw a«d 
gometudes, a“< m earn, by Jj>», jSlka%» ‘^e^^timo'wiaed by Swift } 
and one# in ridiimle of to $raMphin upon tm lorn of 

kib phee. Was vmttei^ by ni|i4 answered by Addfifeon, who 
peats to havj, Wt^r hf ookjeeimte or iiikw* 

gence. w ^ ^ i 

The ToidfiSi wile wend nhw in*f lowdlr# ifm in hagte «»4 lbs 
war j and Frior# heiug reealled ’(ItTO to hia fbrmet empkphkht m 
making treaties# wjtS mt (fwly VftX) piivately to Pans 'k™ 
poaltioni? of poaoo.^ He wus r^mieinl^d at the Prenoh eoM $ and, 
leiurnmg in aWttt % mekth# hxonght with him the Abbe ^mtlery 
and H. Hoanager, a minister fi?om Pranoe, Inreiidikd With ftdi 


powers. 

This tranaaction not being avowed, Haokn^y# theJiMWfcerof the 
Hover packet-boat, ^ther aealoualy ot offi«dou»y, leiaed Prior and 




, and B >lm|broKc wm ^ to adjtiBi: marmccB 
fAtih l«i-s foi nthw aorompawiNI bitu or lollowod biiq, 

aodj tbo idppoin tmexita mji 4mtb0r% od m 

BKnbaa^<#i*> tboogh no 

By mhimo vt Qrate^ tho mM of ffrntioo bad 

been dia^tod, ado Bo)Jnfrbw;4l:8i »dyi» m b*y «*Do»r Mat, 

hido tb# dftbetinOM of i\iy ^bo bfiaf tarn thy for 

Ilk biaad wUl furm&b tWi with toj;b0 Wttodcrs of thy country 
men, i/pbo not na^tb b^tt^Ji^ticiana than the Fr^wioh we 
“l^oeto ^ " jt 

Boofl aflwr, the Pdhe of Shrmb^ry dh a formal bmbaflsy to 
Pas'**, it m related by Boyar, Inifittfiod wafi to have jtun. 

^od Fnoi in %hi^ commf»^ot|| bci shrew*^ury ri&aod tb bo aa- 
ftoOiated Odib o man ho moadly hw jPrmr wtmuo^ to 
iat a titao liU tbo ddito wwed tot England, 

to ito bo assumed ibo «^e aid dlgmty m ambatoot 
Biif »<bao ho oouUnto In » pwtaiWf maw, ho 'oia 

ttmto With oonfltooo ^ atobim with a lottei to the 

dnoein written in fawt Of im itolor of Bo vena "1 ehall ex- 
|>ort/*i»nya he, ^'with imi)atlen#, ^0 return ^ JSfr Prior, whose 
ebudttct |S T?ry ^looable io iid while to duke of Idhiews* 
Wy wm IfriB at to!**; Boliwjjtobo wjpoto tp Pfior thua “ Mortiieuz 
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lOTS Of TH» POIfETS. 

da Torcy liai a in' ymj; xaaita tieie «a<w» all, 

wfymmt 

‘aM ;t^k; ' 

and A' W 4t)|,y 

■ and d^fci'n^^d till ike 

>. c wiiHiT to' the win 

. ■ porpS,e^iti«?Van.d iiiwtih0'.;4i^),^'' aU'jfe^ i$ 

to'^i^bA'SHinler.^’ :, he , Wilts t6VM|e 

'' he 

’ '; On' t^ie' tirst of Asi^ilat, 'ITif# ‘tla ^,<^pl 
' and’ tJia of V,0ft y^*oatW'^ W)l^:'f 

to hfthh f^tim 4t ,v 

oessafv to, oobit'4'dii? aiid wJiiob.^tiJra 

ihmigh M,mp^ke was .,; 

hh owii:boitiiic|;.4thi^^/tb0 etiitodj of tiJl be ' 

amine4 bofc>i'e -a bampfel^ of Of»tin<?ir* ■ of ^hl<ib'“lllf.|;,; 
'Wjil|i'<>J'e |4ehi'Cohitt^sby^'’'Mifi 

\mraiit)oii, of wbtttb' aeoouiit libf'nneWWa^W''- 

in’i?; h^diavc^d ^’V went ^ 
tlK'rby. Ttioy aVe ' 

aeuwtimeH iiHu^ous thfwow&^b'' 

they roewi '‘eti. - e^haet(ovorpawe!’<>d by , 
tiieir turfenlehca^ .bh t^y»ed'wljifet.j^ if ho bad,-; 

evei* oome bf'fbye a eootradkjied or-* 

axohiTjod itWy. f hi» o^p Vii»'pniln^ter,e^ i Middto^ ( 

Bex jot><aco/ wh'o^ otbt«fya^s> to : 

w^>l'lc: oide piii'ofr a-';,ji-v;:. ^ ^’^/’ '''■'/. , 

Titey were v/try .indti«<irle»J5 &oii^'e'h€i,r|^;ify^hnit Oxfhicd'* 

atid iUhed 'Prior, ^-vSth W-^?4 HWM'ii^’)*eavihie ' 

proiiaiiiury articles or tit'n»h Vonsi^^'f Be-..' 

t.dd t belli, that ^ifehcrtS^eeii'B^OifeidW* the dwheofmfe^^^btiry' 
wan 44b^''ui*, W>'bee<>abi.jH»t ^'nhidu; au'^lwor ^vikk-b 

perplcaced W'?fct‘CwaBtm/bip^i«Ot either 

'* CiMi'ld ^ fmy‘ thjiiiiir jsayO 4%, /^ i^^ntidrc ln|i?teiia^ ; 

Bum to pwmvjwc <>>,.,& '%a, of- wbi<|ifet.,; 

Tut^bt, Hoeorcting io "'titifui, . .A;!4''Jini‘!(i^St|l[’';'; 

fstLin<luifl( ibeir 'i^ifc tintteog whtTO. ;; 

Bbonld Imrt ' I kM'bo'ty-fWii^A 

llj;a, prtmuHC,Wvnit ^ ■ 

proii'mL' Whether doao.<>r '■ 

to fjetorojijne.^’, ' ''? ',[ ' b ',4 ''^’j \’''' ’ ’ 

When be ki^d ftlgned the p!ifet,;,be'wiijifdd“% 
comuditea bebaviw,' pop/Wl^' 'gi'V^ ,; 

nucb an aocoKint oi it #0 tbe Oomra^ : and . 
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'; ihdf th^y Ujow ihoWW. » 'c^^uApti, ibceasisry th«»i life 
’'mtn, ^Hpuso. df^i?r tfe'$ laoi^^jiSajL i^»d 

■‘Cbiiinj^b? WH' .fm 

', 'ex- C 

, W' lews t^*' ’ 

; 'idLb^, hj wt^-i^'|f' hAiij>^fi(\miif*s, ,«• 

» ' <* ' ’ '/ C''*' * ^ j,' 'y, ;. wy; i''i,'j 

^h!' h%iM 

It piiiaid,.al) xMH^i^Jn[,,<l^*y! 

0f,to‘.€ul.i(^^e, w|il0b; ,ifs>k^i^M\)ii»ipi|S^^ 

' rptfi1riiji|», yleteid^ l^,,^ii!4' gif'll, 

/, ;:l^ftiJ:jg,« es^tsout- 

'«ge»l tP' add othojf' (vifin-tie:^ to 

'TitibM^dj timfl^rii;,' -lijr ''Ihe 
In'dtifitry ‘'ef 

. eh^itld «(jiiaitis^'4rvji' ‘fho ^ncjas;«|;|M;lMp# • 

CM>ljleptioii' w,^, IWeyj ib.e 

IWrl pf 

■wa#^ to . 0 ^ 0 oy^ d«iti ' ’' ' ' ^ 

;Ho tkf <^dt« the 

But it 

:,';ft6^e’o«thint buw mesi' «istooju'liVrt^j^4ia' ^ .^ot 

th^^1i ' hU' 'hej^ih r I 

, ''^lb|/yi4^',li'«i^^‘f^il tmk'}^,iWM^ii''mmX Juot sure 

, 'y:'y'^;’1'f/>i^|S:V‘': i. '' 

, / *’ fOfi^tiy'^i^U'cncfca ih hjj^’rjBjSia^dg «£ccpuui. 

Harriot at 

<:k <30 her iu 

4 .iUttd ca|> I . WMi^'W .pS^<4?S» W 

half of the 

of /terse tho oommiUee, 

'' fepeaki^g xima } ' ,*Sii Ymi^^ ' ' . ■ ■ * 
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nvift Off pmn* 


He dkd M Wiio;pok, a seat at tliie Bari Oxford* em tJbue 
teentlj of 1 V£1. ir&sbn^M at Weeteniinster j 

ott a nH!Mattitteat kr as tik '* cif fctwwpe viw^W,* ha 
m :6,V0 huadi^ lN>iladi^ ia ea^a^a^ mifpik ; 



iSu] imparls i 
livXa^4 
Open eiwuill 
IfJf An 

^ 4 

• ** 's^)jpeniii«U — , - 

Uu ft? ^ 

|S«artajw ^ obierant, 

KndcW Ahi^tri anab jn t 

\ *' w*j[f«i , 

^pL im in ata <7<nie 


4it»oin* 1^4 <^ti|!!e»fli4 1 fljrUignLi 


tv 

^'$0^, |?U 


^ Iqonthi u 1 ^ 

Utaeuoo 73t0^n!n3tn«»ei<f roubmmtji 

/< 

A' 

4 Jb 

hoS^^btJbS lufftkiftt) 
vm «unte l«g4a<> 

rSaOH Ar&!«n: 

Cl^ii 

H<yq Mrvst aaftws cutUmlA w <w*, THulo* 

^4f*4eRj4 

( f nitt INRrjSattat 

‘Uweui l^umm daiA ptnprttivfr 

In IF »i- 

epUPm bwtrwMKi 

tbrt^ntto buh w^etado 

A % f vjm <^iicim*v'«tft bwqaftm pMatt 

a«e tt CUvti^VJltiillia^^tcina 

\n9d»^M^ umAxm aitinia# 4.vii()ilirt 

Tut 1 itn tr«bv*B;if) e<m( mae i«jpiQk(itie tf^iodiis 
3iUr«» Anifc* 

QttWtt ttufis ISti tobofi^ wajoar^teint 
Pim^ »i t*i8(to6xw» ^ulbut am m Amk m 
Apu4 IrbAatCatmt & icptram plcmbii 
i tt/u <14 qu t rutiqu« fbJrt indi4k#$j» 
<VptttViidt. < >pMi««tiue itl1fit!lun.t 
inM^ luliit qaoisittttA idiisi ni en|ff«si«ni 
^ VWebstur, ^ 




ii 


hi^ litiDKi «0itt«r«. 
e e±ub«!lr«r0, 

ftiMn iti^bot» 
srtpw, 


Of ^ »ad «tati<»tt, 

Vf l^w aBeaiojiak JkW Wb W l>y lilfi 


l^ir iBenioriak )tff^ Wb lile ^ ihe ar> 

wMfi, <4wiif^keo; pm 1^ < mm^m cbmctfijr 

^ fsutoaiat IhM^ ,» toe ef 

detailed «ai mi fts litifc 

iK^d of %io3^^ tlifti inel lim^k kmm* If e ^ae 

afmidof wf!ie»li^<5>tW^ wder 

i»fl)ois«f ](woaa|:i^ m Ittiffc wered ^ lii^ Ibeolfcttie ao 

aHen^ d&l!ksmtaate> xiiM *^11111^ eenasocr^ xBevt 

0i di^emkt o]^tufo^. He M istf 
weokli, eitila^«»fa1;e oibaf byijbe 

and tdltave adliar^ of poji^oal 

Mam, hnt hf peeulifd^ ia <IP Oafwd and hza 

WitU heir lias been 

Idreaaj toW* ^ ^ 

lU wiw, liowcret, fn PojV 0 *e opiijieji/fifc OilSy ^ swte var»^‘p, and 
leis qtlalified fat lwi»int*aa, tba^ omk Addlb^ Hasmtf. This vm 
fittreljr eaid without cM»»i4et»|y>)tu ^ ^ 

I^laee, wm fbroed iMe degi*adapa^ of Mi own iac;aj»a. 

dty • Pffdt, <vfhi ivaa ewa^leyw f>y ia«li" oaiiable ttf eafcJKttatliig; 
bia value, bavinif been eecreti^y^^te ipAc embesay, bad, irb^n {irreat 
ikbiUtim tv ere i>^u wanted, the^sMlne anwnt toe ; tvoa, 

after ao mu<>b oaLj^iemco ef bla im at last 

sent to transact a negocla^ieni m amoue and 


msiter, and by skilf in nf eemsa^iiM abore etber znezn 

Of bi^ beUaviouti in tbe %bto fmrta ef life, H >» too late to 
getittueh intallijjjenoe, bie.ftMt!^ to a boasto fTrench- 

man ba^ been related ; and be tnade jmetber 

equally proper. Hurlti?^ bU «t»bito?vy, be aat at we npera* by a man, 
♦Who, In bis rapture, a0i^'(mi!paniod i»1tb bia <n!m toicse, to principal 
auit|ter* Pxi)^ feU fee rjjiliug. »6 tbe JerlWmer wHb m to terms of 
rs^oaeb that be eenlu ouiieub, 4iJl tbe l')renobmaa„ eeaein|^ from 
bis acM, began to ejcpeetnhte witb bisu for biabard oemure of a 
hmEii, who vm centoedSy tbe emnito ot to " 1 km>w all 

tot/' nays to ambafcador, il <^iinte si baui que je ne 

ecaureia vein? entendre/^ 

In % gay B^ancjb company, where evrff ene tog a little »otxg or 
nimtsK m wMeb to buton wai?^ « B«nt4»Ai«e ia melanckolie /’ 
when a eame to his ton u eli^ after to pertotonee of a young 
lady that to «ito him, b® P’^^oed Haee : 

^ Mail? cotto yiiirfx, et c«^ baa^ar 
Igtmt Ouskl^oxitfro]^ ijimubtmx . 
m je soiir titos wed le ale, 

; Butoiont h Melaaoholic. 
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Tradition. n» iirilKiig to <]li®too|3t^ lifom 'ifee di^iy 

of the to 

IliB \4m : but, |iio 

whom 

Ofto <iJf,; €hi'o«e'^ 

ltk,pato,> rah a 'jS0t'''^sfj<aVtolatol’ by 

,wh<;t 'had Im3uu bj^t>t*rviUij[:. 'Of l^urdid t,-: 

j^avjB BocsKi'aa aocQUujit so to 

, ''^'1 haTir#?^gn'»/^£bi^d tjiiit 'if^ior* t th(^.’, 

trito 0Jtfotft,l?feii^|}ruU, Poite, si44'Bwm*..y^d 
piph, and! ddB'lt iib 

who, to 'LoDg-ioto, ,#)efoto be went to l»e.<l ' 

oit the townofift of m ouo but'/ 1' 

facuU^j,', , / ^ ^ . ' ’/ 

i> *(. ‘ 'i;' I'' '"‘ *' 'i /j 

* '" ‘, *->' 

pa^a!led"aful s^ut, (fAiokn 

■ ^ ,' - ^ ■ , 'x\k, \,y" ^ 

: .tW Prior, -wby/waaJiieao «r^^^aic4;jifcid to #nAch wuj^t of . 

after A on'V®i^j|tton>wil%;.in<na>)><jjt, the, world, 

jwucU vr'mt iiiau hhw^^oi/’?' are the fi:onccit«8 of ppeculii- 

iihtft, wV'.»«wto to ^ud ^t^'a,mtot^'wl^at hs^ inwii tbo 

UkoiJitows, (‘if are toft u?» to 

have bMia 'hot .Uto W^;j'i'6 .jennii, irrcgvdur, uegligent, aud ' 
«en/<uui. ^,'.v ' , ■ V :' ‘ , 

Prior ysfet|i]S-b and hi« Viu'toiy:ta mudo 

hhu' popular* /4ihaa« 3trtod-#, the to thi\ 

Bolemn, aud feaa}ia|; to to i'litfiir de;kiou or dhmim^. 

Hin worh« ,may ,to* ^w^''homprl^)^/.^ TaJlt.M, 

Love-ver;«ei4, Occi/(<i<m;*1 btolomw 

Hirt Tales ttove oUaiued ^^ttWl'^ppyobtitioii, .touxi t^nttpri with ■ 
gimt fatolUarify and the jf' but 

Beldam gro!*s, nml W»^ app..t.i)^:meo ,t>f tsaiu 

Of these Tahj5,ttora,4^to'hftty uhiih is intoix 

dutMjd by ..a PrefdWj^tojeito'er iJkaalug,. ucitiu’r. gra^e 

nov m&n'j; PPaw f'l'lltbloii hjji^ hltevrisc u Prefaw, hut 

of more v^ilue than' the T/tde> '■’*'' ever .; 

aad *^Pfotogeue« in4 old Uory, inlngkd^ by an, 

atTix-Utiou not.di'^agte^Jabto wtoh modern Young 

(tontleman in T*xve" has hanlly a jniiil cWru to tao .title of a TVto 
1 know not woieihur he be tfto;^priginal author of any Tafo which he 
has given The adVehtort of ^liiand '(;.ixv#J/' If'S paesctl through 
many $necessjourt of whs / tor it, U to he totitto to 4noj5tto'a ' 
SattocB^dnd y4 ntooT. Jhit ttoi merit of 'SU^j-h/atwies w 

the ai‘fe''oftoUtor'thciw*, // -- 

' *'Bjpeacefattxl»et‘(ieiU.M«g/vOLl,’\’JI.,p, l(i),3S?,v''v 
' , fKlchartlsonhfa ' , .' ‘'."'‘y^, ' ‘''V^ 
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, hM} Anwnfotw 1 ^: 1 $ W noi die- 

hM by mtur^ or ^ '^^Untry nor tei^- 

dotia.mi i^,.ppifle^i, /wkbM hmwit, 

3p4^l»^a to 

’ of 

gia^y/' H'ifl aro ibe 

ftiampleof the rta wjie^ sbe'V^ aki£ 

'’Theu (^^Jd , 

be ln'ia darts ^um- 

' Jxioit?? % J/^^^^^Mry,^4'fb^a'&l^li'§{6»^s a-¥uil|ln^,'mt'«\ai 
^^uctWitt 'Wij>t»k»-J8 liei^'idr 6n»f<ofbV^w^3p^i|^»,'abd 

, CopM to^h« at tUo AH this i« ?ardy d^^ii>Jiowe ; a»d 

6 W be iriigs to twjt Jtlm iovtjr* without ilie. belp of gpds or 
goddesses* lii« “thought!! uuaflccting or romo^^i ii<4 i;|3i$ wt 
'‘‘lik.o ii UAOji of this worid,” ^ >- ':(v .'R"» ' - 

The greaioj&tof dJ; bh^ aihoiplti|,.e^^^ 
a dull aud tedkms ueHhdp the, 

matt, tior tondernees for the w^o^ai)^ The example of Brn^a* 'whio 
/esoitw to follow au o!itU^4 Jfturilerer #'kertj^r fear' bud guU^ 
bhall dnv« hitia, dosefvos do dM .flifrperiEueiit by 

whioh ifonry tri'-is the lady's eoustaUey, ibsaeb oiil either 

in infamy to luir, or 4i^ftpf(dntMeht . ',<& ’ ' • '/ >' 

Hy oooa«ituwl ?o©«!ik&e«e(3S'dtil|p,'iuA t#|# t’|l^«i»’ vaTufe, 4» tWf 
occuidemf. being Um rouiemWw,.fatse!an^'0md^^ 
thom, howev<'r* are prw<v.r?.ed by 'iheit inherent eteenehw. , The 
burlwHuue of Bolieau's Ode eu S4uiUr lia^, in feomejpa^jSV |^h airb 
r*e8,s Jiiul levity as wiUa-lwsys Jwiidhg 

who cannot compare it ^itb Th^,'',£pMtle to noileail 

is not so hfippy. The >*otjme U> Km^ are liow perused only hy 
young who read mmjy fcW^hty may loftru to write; and 

of the " Oat’fioiu Boculuro,*' J, 'joamiot hut suspect that I iuight 
pndjiie or ctiir^axe it hy capitice, dahgt>!r of detection; for 

who can be. guppo?{cd to hava'^fdahh^' ,*t ? Yet the tipie* 
has been wKeti thin neglected w«S,,Sjo popufsSA*, 'that, xt- Was 
fTax»slat*+d,into Jjj^Un % aohoxnmofjL maatier^'' . ' 

jlia, poem on iW biJ'-ttl® of the UapxHnef ihi neoemrily Wioua by 
the form of the stauxa :, a> uAlfordi of ten Hn^s 
times i-epcated, inoouseqxichdal attd &Iightly (ymiectcd, Weary 
both the ear and the underfitanding. imitation of Spenser, 
which eonsikt priheipally in / wa and / im(, withoiH exclttsi<m of 
later inod«s of speech, mah^s Im^poern Ahit;h.er aneietit hot motJeru. 
I-iis metdJon of ttnd fklUna^ ahd his eompariftoh Of Marl- 
borough to the oiigle that hears th* thunder of arc all 

puerile and umiifcctin;^; andyefc,more despicahlo is the long tale 
fcr»ld by Lnvk^ in his tlespah? of Hvkt and Tiyynt^iwh^, and the teeth 
of Calum^^ vdth Inn idiuilim of the raveuaud oagid, and wolf and 
lioa, Hy the help of such ea^y Actions, and vulgar topics, without 
acquatiitouce with life, aud without knowledge of art or nat^are, a 
poein of my length, cold and IHelessKke this, may he easily written 
oh 'any ihbjeot, 



BO ■ ^ ^ ' ' inytn OF 'V' ':* 

In liift “ Ln<iitiii‘^ M i«‘ |j'4‘'' 

IJkis^ioisi * thei»«japt 

hh “«s8ty> tod Aii^i'^^med^, ^ f- 'f 

fiOijictimes'-tfiSifet?, and drtB; '" 

' tod tiid ** VmicliM^^ 'tod tsiie «j>itd|>)it‘'.^'^^|joljti'' tod, 

. '■'i.Oiitoofy iiud pdietft -el^^'iitttidfiilid iraWfeRW; 

so little; ''Witoraito.o^ »a 

^aph.ta»e ' l^mVs< ‘Exlidfmtioii ‘ , 

■ '*'Aiwo^ iii’wrHittoin'ptdfefised Ti)d|ftMOjj|v4f 
ai Iwt on© aoeitota! s'PtWi^^tooe ; 'ftudibras wtojfcs a pltojr be-'' 
oaw it is',|£rft''1jnpetf©dt‘T'Al^ii is 'itoperfect, be'oan«‘e'Jt sedftks 
never a pl«W''‘''i^4^r^a|l*©drs not to have proposed 'to 

himiilfanj dffft or ieftlgn* but i^'pre^wrijtiUm the casual diotatei 

of the present moiwenU v - >'■' ' ' ’ " , 

What Horace said, when he Luoilihis, might b©‘ said tii 

Butler by Prior; his i&tmber^'W^r© i»ot udat Prior 

'/excelled ^ like Horace/ 4 W 1 ? to 

mmor ; he hto’toi Bnt%r*^'''''fi^b©muVd of mfiiter and variety 
iButortoio»/’’’'®ts©'<^t#©s of ^t'^h3nb'-'ha'<XJ0^^ he knew^r 

how to p6Uto|-hut he; Mn'ip'd Xho, hutlhm ', 0 / his" master. BntM‘‘. 
pours liolftigettt ,^p£ ih© weight, * hut careless' , 

of the Ptiitnp. fVior lift 'bmufnratiyely with that litile 

ho makes u'hn^ ahMv^ has tntoy admirers^ and vtm the oniy“ 

piece among Priot's Vorha td which Pope said that he should wiaii’ 
to bo the author, ; . ■ -^K ' f, '■•’•,''»> 

S4il(in^on is ihO work to'w;||e^' hO entrusted tlie protection uf hi« 
jiftme, and which ht 'expW¥dl.toe^edihg tu tegattl with' 
©ration. HisaiTection w^ natural;, at h»J wndcmbtedly been writr 
ten with great kbourj tod Who id wlHittg to think that he has 
been kbonring iii vain1," 'He hM m it- much knoaledge 

and Tuueh bought J ha^hSftb |k|^hed it to ©legaiJoe> often 

fieditwith'Spiondny;‘P^,ftJ?^!^1^^^/ subltoity';. 

he pCTceh'ed in it miny j(ftb4idW5; ftW &d d^ewer that it want- 
ed that without which all ertfebrs toe »malb avail, ihj^ poKfer of 
engaging attotion’ tod allui^hg icttrlftjty:' ’ \ "' ' '■ 

Tediousness is the iflftt ;kthl of all facdt4 j mcgligSahcexor errc|:« 
ore single and local; bni tedionsness iwntoes the whole; other 
faults are censured and forgotten, 1a© ,poW«r of t©diou9iWJi»' pro- 
pagates itself, H© that i»^ weary 0ie fitft tour, i« more weary tm 
geooud ; as bodkfi, forced intio motion ecmtrnry to their tendetoy, 
pass more and more slowly thrortgh ©Very ,$tooe8»ive inteml -of 
apace. / . ^ ^ , 

Unhappily this penddous failure is that which auiwttor isloast 
able to diecov^* Wc atje stddom tiresome to ourselves; and the 
act camposftito tills and delightstto miad withehtogeef Itogu- 
age and ancceasien of images ; every ©Oiaplet when produced k 
tod novelty is the great source of ^ Bertops Bo mto ,«vto 

thought a lino superfluous wtou he fttist wrote it, or peutrapted his 
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irprt till liis of iJlfftBtiott jf*«[Wde4 itid oven if 

hfi feliouM coiitrid hk dJSKikSp i)f ipewvu, md iHf to 

work nim «riil »tiB ftlbe aothor, ajttd«ua 

tin daiij^e? o1 detwiviij^g^kSBEHgelf; |jjd il' to frie^idfi, ho 

wll} jfiirobably find mm wh»» h‘vt'o oiorekicdw ^ thaw 
moro Im to otfend tto dtsurc 
Tho ittdionftriosti of ito tweio procaa^# not frm 
of tfa^ Bttbjftii* ibt it it ottmoidatly bnt feiWP tto oon- 

tiooiod tonor of tho iihioU Solomok TQi):w tho $ucoo9<> 

MVtt TioWiudw of his o^T» mind* without tit i^tc4^tto of ouy 
) 0 th«r ifKjAker, off tho of any <^thor n^t, unto H ho Abra j 

the reader k m$y to Umi what he thought, and to be told that he 
thooEjrbt WTonjU- The OTont of mry cacppruhcnt i& foreseen^ and 
therelore the p3 oc(^ ifl not muoh t e^rd«d, >#' 

Yet the work k far fyoDiLde^jetvkjj; to be ne^fiied He that 
ehall i>enne it will be able to ximk itiany jiafWigoJv to which ho 
ia»y recur 1or totruetioT) or many whipb the puci 

may learn t(» write, and t’‘hik>«ojj»l#*r to reason. 

& rHoi’fl p(Ktry be gonerttUy conaidejCpd, to i>iah^ will be that 
of correetnos^ and industry, lather iMa of <50JW{ms8 ^ oomj^rehen- 
tott, or activity of fancy- > He tod« any Aft Of invention : 
tomaler jpnecs aire Qvltftkisim off tionghtsf end to 

fiinauer, which < onaiatp light «iuaKca or single ooncei'is, are 
always hm own. I kw traM him amohg iha bVench Bpigraxatua- 
ttot and huvo been inf aimed that he foaohed for prey among 
nbficnrc .lutliors Tho Thief and Oordelier ' is 1 sni^poftti gener- 
ally con«idered a<t an lO'Jgipal prAolto i with how ttittoh yustica 
this Epigram maj tell, which |ras wrfUfcen by ^torgnas Munua, a 
jml how httlo known or read^ thungh onde w friend df Luther 
and Melancthoii : ^ 

I)o b&ceixlfvt® f TOm ennst^ahic. 

4^ui()mu $sirij[f tVieia ooiulUtifS cmnteoi 
II u< i*bidact»CnJt!i»c«roifi(.io«|Si<Ki. 
sW ak) «)imiai<)pnv}«a Tenants 

Jam cum oi^htihuv r<(jt mode fr6diH) 

XUa ismm* if until Kdisna rreebofli 

apad iimaos nkmcw* pro* ]!eliwei;i, 

Bamtictta contra; nubtnbo ooovivtafiuieftt 
' liaCere, jeiau:^ h It edo lute uihU 

Whal ho him valukblo h«#wos to his diligence and his judgnmnt. 
Hie dUigenoe hits justly placed mm amon^t tho most coxroot of 
thj0 English poets j and he wiw one of ttie amt that resolntely en- 
deavoured at oorrectnetia* Ho never jsiimrifioos ftocuracy to fiasle, 
nor indulges himsell ih contempfettoua negligonce, or impatient 
idleneiBj he to no weless lines, or entangled sontimeutv his 
voids nro nicely selected# |md hit tnhughtn fully eaEpanded If this 
jpATt of to charaofeor sttfFpm an atoemoni, H must be from tljye dis- 
prppojxtioudif his rhymes, which have not always sufficient oonson 
«n<^ and Irina iho admawto of broken lines into his ; but 



itfi" \ ‘ ' ' ' > r • ' 

perlia^l^<i,ttoiiff)ii^ }|k^Cowll«^^ that ba?nifi^ic]:V» to ad- 
mU.taa4ntoJb<s^^jE?Jxoati^ 

He roo^it^tteVof; judj^meiit aq^^ured HitB' 

frotia erety thioj*, rid^cubm^' ii^Urd^’ tet 

fk& ISlws opmie 'iii «i6i i,%«jfcfio.e'Jtritomeitt' M’ virttito, Ml 

;;tjio r'fifprmion, of In the ' of 

' ''tallect' cMi 1iii*der toll's^ h'sit , pjat 'Pfl-or Is 

iievjsr not '>7Jyy oH*a4,8a3:IM^‘el .is'saiH'hf 'Ijohgluus^o-r Bdti- 

jiidoB, t4‘w^,,^broea m%o graudour by' Violpoct^ 

of effort, as tmj lioh'MBdfes.'his ftry hy te Jaf^hefi of hiis own tait 
Whatever Prior' |'t^ai^i,8'’ihovo tao(lh?V'n^y. -«eehi« th^ -'effoti of 
atro^le nind of td3. ' 'He, ha» mmy ylgonnts Intt hip^y 
iehas every thittg,,tvjr,pu^#ams,>h4js|o by gift; he had 

v^hiiom inim il^m'f'tko ^xpfmom of miXmmiix^ foli4t*hft 

ipOfip^:ijiia imi* than of any awoog the 
eaooeit»o:re hW W‘i«t.dky turn, oF'''comm<^iotia 

modes of ftoiii Pile phr^ises are original 

bnt tKey'^are'semotifies, harsh’; "na he inherited ho' ekganooH, '^j»no 
■ has he 'b5cqu)$ath^dl,’ 'e:^pr«as?oh'hos'’ev‘oiy mavk, <ff ;Ifihoi*toni} 

' Htxdy:; the lin<| ' seldom seemii^ta h»,TO been formed «c onde; the 
’wor«8dSd.hotooanj''liirthe/''<irejlfh^^^ <vere,tto> put by'con:, 

atraintihio tholr, pla^ios^ m their duty, bwt do it 'ml-' 

'leniy. |;rh:*t>omhosif|»ii8%here''m^^^ found more yigW 

e^telia^sstHlt digidt^^ )-•■''' ’ , ' ' ’ 

Ot veralff^Uoii he ?v4ia negligent ; what he rocoiTied from Drytkn 
he did not lose ; neither did ih^lnorea^wj the djijfhcndty Of writing 
by nnneeessary '^verity, ihnt J'dpietR Ale3.an<laiu'es with' 
out scriii;do. Iji')ii}» .pr^lee to' KWopton *ySfe -projHws wme itO’ 
provomehts by ext^i^tng4hh''leo^v,£rom htfo Couplet to another^ 
%vjth variety of burylf hhnt ^nb* 

cm ; 'his intAtirttpt'ed1%h9/htb tw’4 El» etmae's® kia 

tiocti»leftsati|hiag- ”'•’’ 
.He to ‘ftU©rejl\the 4taniEa'-&i a iiOJis^* m allerfid by 

building another in ItA^jAaik of a different f<iTin. With how little 
resembiahee he to farmed hie ngw ' HtnhrA t(> tlmt of h% tofster, 
these Bpecimtohrll^pew.^.f ,' "’ ' '' "^'' ' 

' . V \'; ' ^,vi. 

'■ ' ^Jeaven'ab'itfed fto* ■ ; u’>{ 

And frotn the that Vfi4e» y -V 

|l€d to the WilderJBljaifti \ ' " J’ 

ji'rom Ihini? eyeft hpr ,<^^n strinW to feido, ''■ 
lurk’d iitYoek*! and i^\Q» lone '' • 

Bu( ihnt fair er<*w^ oi koigiitii, and f'ijiir, 

pirl TO i)ieir <iafetle arn?r'W«r4a ■ , 

, ir«rt;»itthia-n8eki»$,'ip:Kl H-tiTy.fujweira fe^air^ ‘ ’7 
thijy found «f 'uU, w»9 and rarSi 

‘‘, ,,, ' PRIOB, _ , '.^ ' ' . ' . , ' 

'*V<i ,the <aoac w><j)i th« frighted r©ven 
Bern ©flhe riainjc ^to ctui^ thnair : ^ 



The ftiiafjgy wolf a^d trmhVtitt li««, /r 
Wh<m Ui« Ijodirfte rofwr prHKjUdms liWi > 

lU diii'v e,?>ur itwts aiud ‘th ^ . 

To dai^ our /ttii^«|'!;i fowsi »«ma : ,,, 

Our (iH;pqU«st We bv^'wtraf tt^c«if,5^i>al<i i , ’ 

Our- xri^tttph (tut • '** 

ii9 l^y cc^^Jkti^^ ttj s.ojptkft.'b^ KuW j - ,, 

’ IVis' Uiuirs.'tfe ttt««^;jL!i' 4 ^ttle sii '«Ii(B 't)liuii. , V ; ^ 

By tbik n/^w his^ liot 

tm i sujire tbrit K^bM I<^t'iiny-V>f M no 

' ka|t»r ‘ ' *' ,./! 

■ He»m'e of bw of for 

1j« iv>?3ama?ct!^ 'f o^l-i itb^ba!U;Ujpt'^^wre|?fj^^ obr - 
iiif?ri;ttat>(^ j 't»Vit Iw '|:b Ib^^ijonviaire^^, 

' $«noe#jf vt;ir«t » ,'<!' v- 'v-'-'V*' 
n ro ‘incih .diHgeh ofe i 

' car, !4nd..^ld0in 

lijghtecis, ttn<i Xm\iij j 1'” veii*«3!S 'al- 

wayi roll* t-b<iy ';' '’’ ‘^^ - i ^ f' ; 

■ J^ ^nn^y (;f tb<'» >y4‘ithii^:df''1?i^<yr inOT ex^ii3bf>Ufy a '$(}n* 

t-AtiOfe wlii^b b(? at 

hia ^tntcit!'!;t ; •* tbc veM lop^ rctw-insi uiOtVccat wWob ifc lirist, re- 
coiveft/’'- pnv/sie/'i^liijir^fion, bfe r^vivM, atnil in 

hi« mtiorup 9 p":flu m'j he ihe. 'Bai 'dn%4jsfhet‘ oct- 

and nddor Kuhjftct^, when ItaWfe, trass by rcfioo^ 

tion, be wanted ojtr, . 


• ^' ‘ c a j,t ; '• ’ 

C\»t<orwF;v'ii was dyi^^ndedfrom iniStaffeH^ire^ Of 

BO great autbpiity thatifjokinl*^ fdaefe timonf? tbe few th^ii; ext^snd 
th5r Une la^ondtbA^ rfdymafli 0(m(juekt ; Itnd wasi tht^ Wil* 

liam OonijrevO, eoc^nal him of ^liohard Ctn^reye, of Congrcro and 
Btraitoru He virdtcd, once nt Iriut, tho rofiidojice of bid ^nocBfcora ; 
aad, ,{ boHeve, more i>lsi.oo»4 than one aro »bown, iu grovoB and 

g^l;rdcn^s where hb hi^ rokted to 'have written bin “ Old Bachelor.*’ 
.‘^Keither tho;'t3Me>r«or”'^boo'<)f hsa-'ba'tK'to ^rtaiiily,knoWn;l£ 
the ittsoription'ttpon be-tw, iiO’^tua imm in' 

For the {daw, it was^oaid by hiwulf, wiat k* bwod bi» nativity to 
Jtfttglynd, ond by emy body., abre 'that he 'W^ b<vrn iii iiiolind. 
Soiit'hem nietithmod him WitK-ahatp WTj.'Hirej aan nuiu that meanly 
dieo'wned %h native ennOtryt The bio^anhetft assign hia nati^dty 
to Burda^f ^nar .becdk, in Torkshirv^^ from the acoonnt gwn by faim- 
fiolf, as they to l>aeob.‘ 

To dt)ni)t whether a man of eiuinench baa told iha imth about 
his OTTO birth, in, in appearance, to be very defidCTit in caifflour ; 
ydt nobody can live long tritbdnt knowing that falBObooda df con- 



of Mi^oda which no ctil iminedi^cly tMr 
ble ensues, eiatc^t the degradati w of human tettiimoisy/itfu 

r&rf %htiy utteted^ ouce uttered arc sulltmly sap^effced^ 
Boildhu; Who deaSr^ MM thdhgjit a a^gorous atoady 
hayiM'*<a d to limit |liwrii#ttiiiued it afterwards^^i^ 

^th’.asihS^ihwhut, when heeiajid it, W#^»h welireoolyed.' • ' 

Coufr0ve;ipm,hbr«,, he wii«>#iUC?ited fisht'M Kilhenny, 
,t«id «*ftirWurd» at his father haidiuf ajmic military em|>loy. 

meut thfiit ,;j;totioned having paased, 

through the ti«uaa }»%paifat^^^ may hit reaaonaMy 

posed, with W,i^'*^h<jafsa> hift ihihor thoi^t it propoi; 

to asftigji Mil i ptofe^ion, % wM«it fsefehMItiJig mtgSt t)^ gotten ; 
U»d.ahout ;thb 0 at the age ;ef' eix*' 

years, hut io’Sthlutee op'&^a.-'>: " 

^ 'heoohjie ^Wu^w^'^aiipeared he 

very ^^fy'|hlib;;^iU?:iur3w.cf iinu pi^ssossed ihat"uopi- 

, of a^htoiht; ':^'t4is!hi»t:^ledtual pleasure can H then. ' 

Bk fiiu4 rpm^rutmamje was h nicvel, ehUed, “ InoCghita, «r l^e and 
Duty reflUn^M f it Is^ptawed % the hiograpMts, who some 
part of the : ihat is* ipdeed, such a time of lilo, unhem- 

monly judimoua 4 Would rather pralao It thias read it 
Hit fii«h3m«^il<ita!)our wae "-The OW Bachelor j’* of which he 
says, in his dki'ende.agaia^t that comedy Wfts Written^ m 

aaverdil huoWj('''eQmey^aiuifcws?e‘ii”y<^ •; whop t wi!Ute it, f 
had UUle'tlmdfhte^f iheatagetxW if 'to, amuse myself in' a 

aiow''m#W wm.a'fti 

diserctlohi it -it Was acted ; 

and I, through the shff’ered wy^lf 

to be draWh^to 'th® ' 

and to be ipyotTfidia hwiiiaeiu^ fooK^ .;/ - 

There leema’tb bd a i^e^e affeisfcS^hin i^"'ahjmorft of appearing 
to have done every thing Bx bhant?e, The Old B»c^ was 
written for amusement, ih thei«Gg<tor'of.ooUt^leseeK^^ Yet it is 
apparently ooiuposed with great elahbratenoSa of dialogue, and 
coMaut ambition of wi t: The jSga,#f the Writer eoheide W, ifc is in- 
deed a wonderful pOr^mi^spide* for whenever wri^ 

{ifm} when he wm hot hrbiw than old; and waa 
then rectmimendod by and M'r, Muyn- 

waring. Drydeo said^ ihwt he had neWt Seen ^&rat pky ; Intt 

they found it dehdgnfc in, some thinga i squisll^ to tbe smmess of its 
exhibition, alod by their greater .experieuce ftUed it for the Stage. 
Southern used to roUfeb of one cumody, probAbly of this, that when 
Uongreve r<iad it %* the plajCrs, he proimunc^ it &o wretubij^Iy, 
that they had almost tides te^d it^ but they were altorwsaidif lb Well 
persuaded of ffes jsxceUcnce, that,' for half n year# before it ^as. acted, 
the manager allowed its author the privilege of the house. 

F«w play» have evOr been so benelieial to the writer ; for it pro-^ 
curodj him the patronage of Halifax, who *cado him 





(yf tlio commtSBhnew for lioea^w^ and doon after j^ave 

him a place in the pipe-ofUoe^ and another, Jn ilie custom of sue 
linndred pounds a year* O^ngt^v^’s surely have 

hem at least equally pleasing wit^ hls writings. 

8uch a couiedy^ wiittep at rcqui^^^ mme ccm&idcra- 

tion. As the lighter spepies ol' draaijaatio,^ proefeusca the inn- 
tation of common lif^ uf r«hl tnhnnera* Midv;d|w|y, ,,TO^dent^^ it 
apparently pre^uppoai^ iw fsauilmt kne^Jed^e <5^/ laianj c3?i^«^ers, 
and exact ol^servation of the passi4^^,wofid }W^'4^^^®li^ '^e^fiforo 
is, to conceive how thi^ knowledge , nan 

But if The old Bachelor’* be mttrh niqirly, ©xai04lt«^> it will be 
found to be one of tho'je comedies which oa^ W.^debyapaind vigo- 
rous and acute, ®and furnished with coBuie ehara^ra by the perusal 
of other poets, without much eommew with mankind. , The dialogue 
is one cHJiistanl rwiprocation. of ^ncoits, or dash of writ, in which 
nothing flows, ,: neocwsafrily ffhni IsV dictated by 
nature.. ,The ' ho|h 'or^.^eh dther, face- 
tious #iid ^rtilioial, n® toosi^ of or easy 

and> common, m W*4to!, a tame, Hioi, 41*^* a hVra^ering' coward, 
^a 4' HQ^dkvvi^, a jealous puidta^^^Ud tfeo 
a mi*^tako vciy probably produdf^d, by, hc^Jl^iUg , uv in a 

ma^ik. , ; , ■^>'i,u,'' \ \ .0 

Yet thj.s gay comedy, when p3l thef^ deducUohs ire made, will 
still remain the work of very powerfifl and reflective iacUllics ; the 
dialogue is quick and sparkling, fhc incidents mi,$e the 

actention, and the wit su exubetan% that it **'oe^iv$ljfc|brms itfe tene- 
ment.’* ^ ‘ ' '' V ■ ’ ■ , ', ’’ \’y, 

Jvert.ycar he gavci anuther fipeciraeii of hi^ in The 

l>oubk Ikiuler,” whkh 'w^as Wt .teetdved ti-itli eq^a) kinduees, He 
writes to his patrpimhe Bewrd Halifax, ^ de^i<?ation, in which ho 
endeavours to, roooneile th^ reader tod^t.irhmh found few friends 
among the audience. These .hpcdogil^ tt^Wnys nstdess; "do 
gufttibus non oat disputan.dum j” men m»y, b0 con>dnoed, but they 
cannot be pi caseil, against their, will. Bui, thoxigh taste is oWi- 
nate, it ia very variable ; hud timo oftSu provijdl®, wlieii arguments 
luive failed. . ■■, «, ', ■; ■ '■ ■ 

Queen Mary conforreii upon '■bot^ thfH*e plays the honour of her 
X)ro.S‘,noe; and when *^he died soon Ckmgrnve testifled hia gra- 
titude by a dtispicnblft eflusiOPiCf ehsgiao pA><toral ; a oomposiUon 
in which ail is uajUatUBab,. uud yet nothing is new. 

In another year htif prolific |>6U i>foduccd Uove far 

Bove;'* a comedy of nearer ^Uiftuce to life,, awd exhibiting tnoro 
real manners than either of the former. The ^hui^aefer at Foresi^/u 
was the*! common. Brydon calimlated BSitivitics, , Both Cromwell 
and King WilUam had thfir lucky dky^; m>d Bha.ft.yburY iiiwjself, 
though lie had no religion, ia «ajd to rs'giu'd prodmtions. Th«,SaV/pr 
is not aceuuutcd very natural, but he is xdoa^iant. 

With thi»)'day was opened thc,J^'ew Thcatre,,uuder the direction 
of Betterton, the tragedian ; whore ho exhibited ivio yeara after- 
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'ward® (1C8?). 1% Itoiming Bride ” a traffody, fto vmtim m to 
shew him (^o^hed for wthor kiod of diamatic poel37> 

In hh<a iJtatjTi m^ieki Phmi he afterwards icMi^ed he reduced 
the fe j^ier fe^larity; there ?« more ImMle ihaa 

aeotimont; Wf pm:^ hwff «ftd mi the UU hoM 

on tho nttehiw^ iM a ten we aie taUier 

mpfm with ^ por^inaofi than enieitoiuM 

l^th ahy^rhe oi im|^l ch^d^^ctoia Thia, however# 

wait toceivi'd with mote henwl^oe thim atjjy other of his woikn, 

hud atill ooftiinoeiB to W aotod M applundt d 

But whatever objectioitw bo made to either hit^ oomie w 
trai^io oaorlit^at^O. l6oy are at Ofwt hi the h^nsv of admiral u>n» 
when It irf lemoiOmTsd that he pnMjiiived ih<,Ke lidjir hl«3s b^iote he 
had piwwod hia hfth bo^re oihei sadw, OW *orh asaie 
some time te 4n thejr |»robatio» of iito- 

rattire, or AhJ? <3d&!T notice tlian »mh m !>» be- 
stowed bn amd in^n>rf^ 4n?P^^*aU the <f^rwita of oarJy 

pewitw hlmry nassord*# I donlvt whether o*w» cm 

m prriidded thnt kere fnjr]j)as®eatise nomtumi limits of »awe tlmn 

the olaja id Conjff e% a* 

AWtt this time bi^gati Ihb towjj o^^fclnoed r wdrotetav between 
CoUkr and the {metft. In the of rhatlo-i tha , the f*nri- 
tans had rthiod a violent eUhJour »^;ab:n4J the wluh ihny 

considered m m snkirtainmrnt not lawful to ChriMi^jo *, . u opmu » 
hold bv them in withjthe Ohiirrli of Borne » and Frj?nne 

poblismod h hng^ volume* in whitrh rta$m’f)l»>s 

were ceusUTod, l^ho oUtriMres an'doT*4n<»w Oi the Furjtaof bu»Ujf;ht 
aft^rwiarda their wh«U doettinv into dJ«ro|iute> and Iro^n the Ittsto 
ratlou the pbrts and wm*e left at Q met ijotf to have molesf od 

them would hate h&d w aippearauefe nf tendency to puntameal 
mfidignity» " /’' 

This dan|m’, howevw^as wnrp away by time ,• nnd ColUor, a 
fierce and impUcablo TOh-durysr; Itacwtliat an aita^h upm (he 
thea^lw would »e\er twahe him Mpected for a INmUn, he there* 
fore (ie&8) published A abort vitw th«f Imuiorality ami Fio- 
faneness of the English f with txq other moine 

than relsgiottfe aeal and hhuesB linl^nafcllon. fU was huiwd h»i a 
cnntroveitist •, witH shffh^hsiit 1#»ri,r«ing; WHh dlotiois: velwmient and 
pointed* though often vulgar altd mdow'OOt^ with uneowiiioiable 
pertinatUy , with w\t in w highest degree Wn andsati wm , and 
With h11 tfuiio powers, ejtalted and with Jiwt oonhd< noe in 

his eaurO. 

Thus qualified, *tnd thus he walked out to battle, and 

assailed at once most of tW living wfjterp, Irom I>rytlon to B Vriej 
Ilia onset was violent^ which ahilo they ntood asnglo 

had passed wjith little udtioe, when they were accumwlatiod and er- 
posed together, estcHed horror; the w&e and the pious caught the 
alarm; afid iha uatim* wofid^tVHi why it had so long suffered irre* 
hgioiiA and Ikeutiousueiw to be opmily taught at the pubhe 
cl^rge. 



t'OIxOKKVK. 


KoUimg now imainod for tho poctsi' but to miat or fJy* 1)17- 
deu'a oonscienoe, or hi«v pnwioiice, mufj bo woftj wHbbfeU ^ito 
from the eon^ict; Congrete %lid VaJ^rtij^b allmpted 
Oojigrove, a very yoUng uwii^ impatient <jf 

vjenaiiTc, o^umed &n aar 'pf ooipi^i^^''piid aeourtty. Bk phief arti- 
flop of eontiwersy y^owm words; 

he is V017 aiigr3?,.ai|d,' b*$ing' ^ otj! 5 rjti, 0 t';Cj^lUjr with bif'pwn wea- 
pons, allows him^f in the woof ovary, totih of contumely aud 
oonteuipt ; but he tno fisti'ord‘Witll^ut of Bpanderberg ; 

he htt» his antagonist's co®;r^enef^', bjai not hb^ sircipgth^^, Collier ro* 
plioti ; for con teat was hia ' delight hh was apt to he ingMed from 
ii« purpose or h^ juey. , , 

The canse d* Congreve wais not. tenahk ; ' whatever glosses ho 
n\ight inio for the defence or |)aJlihvi^i of single pas^igee, the general 
tenor and tcudoncy of his plays mtxst aiw^^-yahe condemn cd. It is, 
acknowledged, W'ith universal conviction, that the perusal of his 
works will nmkc ho man’hefetiaf \ and that theif , effect is 

to represent; plcjiKuro in nUiattcu with vice, andiq relax those ohli* 
gations by which life ought fto he rtgulaCeih 
The stage found. other advocktes, an^L.^c dispute protracted 
through ten years; hut aife liist Comedy grow more modtsf; and 
Collier lived to aco the rcwartl of feiBjkCour in^the refomaiiou ot 
the Theatre* ^ ';' 

Of the powen by which this important yictdi’y.wfi^j achieved, a 
<juotatioi] from Love for Love, and the rtork hpoh it, 
ford a ftpecittieu ; . , ' 

Sir Samp^h’ft h very gfK^d SatupBons 

were stremg dogs from ih© beginning,** 

An^cL — ** Have a cam— if you icmemhci', ih,e stiungest. Sampaou 
of your name pulled an old hdusC- over .his bead at Imt/*, 

'^Kere y«Hi have the Ji^acred Bistow {#)&rle6qned ; and Sttmi)eon 
once mor<3 brought into , the house of to make sport , for the 

l^hilitttiues !" , ' i' 

Congrt-vtj's hiv4 play w,)S ** The Way of the World ; which, though 
as he liinw in bis dediwvtimi it was written wdtii groat kh<mr and 
miU’b thought, was rccidv<;U ^tv^th so little favour, ,that, being in a 
high degree oikndftd ai»d disgUfttCd, ^’t*flidved to commit his 
<|uiot aiid his fiane no more to the capTi(K:j» of an audience. 

From thii^ time hi# life ceased tu tin .puldk «, he lived for himself 
and for his friends ; and among his ftvehds was uhb to pa,mo every 
man of his time ^hoili wife •«<! elcgantJC ktd rmed to reputation. 
It may he Uiorcfid’e mtaanahly suppo^e^. that hk nvaUUers were po- 
litc. and liirt coui eritatimi pJ«Hsi»g. , * / ; 

He seems ruH to have ukt'n i^iueh pkasuredu wniing, as ho con- 
tributed a<»thiiig to the “Spcciaw/' apd hnly mm paper to the 
Taller," though published by men 'vfUh whom he might be f>up- 
posed willing to asiiochiti^ ; ambthciigh he lived many years after 
the publication of }m Misotdlatmous IVems, yet he added nq|hmg 
to them, but lived on in liter^ indoleuce ^ engkgod in i^o contrp- 
r ■ ' ‘ 
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vmy, minmdltJiglPitibk no iiv«.l,J)ieith«rgolicitiug by public 
«imiity by mai^Diaut oritiaiiixu, but 
pasfiiu^ ibe jm spieu^iBi in tb«^pl{Mxid cu* 

joyiaeut ana fortune- ' i \ 

HaL^^ owed hk fortune >u ba cbniiuucd always of ]liiii 

patents party, but, m it aoemib "yloienoa ur s^impuy ^ ,^4 

hk firmucAs was nat,a]^iiy,a$teecab|,^» nit;ab|^£ioft,^ieu'^me^ 

Hia security tbei^afoia yw never mi. Vben, uwu the 

axtmsion of the Whi^timnn^ iutcro<^dti mu ua^ Ji^t CangrCva 
fibould be #?place4, ig[f Oiford made ,|bia auft^et : ^ 

cTuturfi wAeo 'feUamuii pwtoTt F^a!, ' ^ ^ ^ ’ ,r . ‘ 

‘ ' ' ' ‘K^,ac;^’4t«nku* aftiw*' wl jugSgU ab brb^,"-.*; ' ^ ’ 

lie that mu thus houcured by the adverse j^j in^ht 
expect tP he advapes^ whiHu %1^nda returned to powers s^d he 
wasaeoiUHiingly xu*^ e^ta*y;|pt>,^^^^ ofdam^Ua; i| place, 
1 suppose, vithepit^iMt ^r carp, but^irpich, with im the 

customs, is said te ji^s^ afordea^^ twelve hundred popiils as 

His honouiu were yet far greateti^ih^^^iis profits. Every friter 
mentioned hixn with . apd| ipnepg other testiumpjfes io his 

merit, Steele mad^ biui*tha‘|satmn:^. his liisceUany, and Ec^4u< 
scribed to him. Ms ti^uslatiun of 
But he treated the Stases with ingratitude ; for having 4o«|( con^ 
versed iamiliarity with the great, h« wished to be consieiorld mher 
as a man of fashiW^ad ^ Fl^ i ^hdi when he received a visit from 
Voltaire, disgusted of desiring to be 

considered not wan author but asgentieman ; to which the French* 
man replied, that, ilhe^ had bw pnly a d;ett]pemim, he shimld 
not have come to viiiliim.’* > 

In his retirement he may be,iiui>0)sed tc have applied himself to 
books; for ho,dh^e»^e%^frc Ut^ timnihe. poets have oom- 
monly attained. , But Ms iMieS w^e inhia •Mt^ days obstructed 
by cataracts in his eyes, which at lasl terminatiodiikljrmdneas. This 
melancholy state was aggravated by gout, for which he sought 
relief by a journey to Bath i fut being oyert^imed in his chariot, 
complained fi-om that iim^^' ^sin in h& side, add died at his house 
in Sun*ey*Streot in Haviniglain in 

state in the Jeimsalom^iebaaiiber^ihh’^w^i^^ in Westmipsier* 

abbey, where a mottUmetti^.^'wrtMed td mbmofy l^;‘Henrietta» 
duchess of Mariborough, to whom, f<*r yeasrops either hOt known or 
not xnontioned, he bequeathed a legacy .of about^bi^n thousand 
pounds ; the accamulfttion of, .attentive pareinmnyj wMeh, though 
to her fittpertiuous or u^le^imight have gi’eat ussiataace to 
the ancient family from wMw . 'descended,, at ' by the 

imprudence of his relatione; redufoa to diilloulfiee and Stress. 

Congreve has merit o/t the hi^h^fet kind i hi^fls ah'aii!||(m|J writer, 
who borrowed neither the modofc of the plot ifior the mtthiier of bin 
diaioijue. Of hie playe I cannot sp^k dhdlnctly : lor, since I in- 
spected them many yearn have passed ; M wlupt immdna upon m 
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itLmim ii, iK&i !ii0 cliaraden ate vmmaiity i^iiova aad artifi* 
dal, mth vaiy littla of natyto, and to^oli of life* He formed a 

peculiar idea of comic excelldiee, lalilA Iwoauppoeed to oomdet la 
remarkaand unexpected anuilMci; M tkat wMoh heMea* 
vcured, be Mldom fblted ot Hie «cene» exhibit not 

smicb of bumour, iiobigoi^^ df pdiM'f bla pdraodMea are akind of 
iutdlbotual gkdiefoie?; 01^ oealebias la to iraid or airike | tbo 
contest of imartness ib never Wermlttod^ Me VH la a xnetoorpla^ 
ing io and ito iritb alternato coruaeati^. Hie comedies bare 
tberefore, in some degree, the epbmtion of tragedies ; they sur|n#o 
rather tto divert^ and raise admiration c(tenor than merriment. 
But they are tMb vorka of a mind replete wHiafoegee' and tluick 
in ombinatiom ^ > 

<^ms miaeeltaneous poetry 1 cidnaot say anv thing teef hrt>nr^ 
ahte, (Fbe powers of Congreve seem to desert him when M learee 
the etagei, he Antstus vms no len^p strong than when bo could 
touch the groumi It jpdnuA; 1>6 observed without wonder, that a 
ndnd $0 vigorous and fertile In dranutie compositionaohould on any 
other occasion discover nothing but impotence and poverty. He 
has in these little pieces neither elevation of fahey, selectiou of lan- 
guage, nor skill in versifioation | ye^ if 1 were required te adect 
from the whole mam of Bngliish poetiy the most poetical paragr^h, 
1 know not what 1 could piufer to an exclamation In the ** The 
Houmin| Bride :** 

^ ASMMBU^ 

It VIS a tlriMr *4 ndM^ ihr all Is fansVIr 
taOROKA, 

^ itbeietaeseeiatcfahuiDaavolst^ 

Atveau* 

It «M thy ftar, or slse some tmUdMit wM 
Whiittlngr thm hpUowa of tlm vsultsU iile, 

WUUsm — 


at^oxA« 

Hub) 

AtutaiA. 

Ko ell b bwh'd and sdu is Ussth-^Tis droAlftd i 
How meread h the Cwe of this mU pile 
Whose soolmi plUers tqair their tOsieitf heids, 

U*o hosr Aloft Its WjcrtiW iodpondetOUs TOof» 

Be its oWa weight m lUe stesUfesl! suC imiocweebl«f 
l^dUiiaawmiqtunuy i zt strUtw as *«« 

And terror on my etihks sighti the 
Aeti tnonunienti 1 oaTft of atsthtook o<nd, 

And ehoot s ohtUneKs to my iremhlinx ‘ esrt, 

Srftveme thy hand, end lec aw heu w voice $ 

^ey, qtUekly e|ieck to Tn«. and let jne heer 
^*Thy voioo-my own eflaighW tee with its etdioee. 

He who teads these lines enjoys for a moment the po weiU* of a 
poijft ; he fella what he rememl^ to have felt before ; put he fsela 
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-with gre».t fiicr<to*0 of fiensibiOty , lio HMJOgAiited a familiar imago, 
but mc^ it %ftin a^upU^ed aud expand td, t>mb^jHwbed lifith baauty, 
iiud with m^eaty. 

Y«to«««4 thf> author, who appewa !)(»*<? h^vA enjoyed the con* 
£deuuc» of K AtUt^, himeut the death of quttd‘U m Iht^ee hko 
thpisie: 

The wmVs »ro etefi and nrw-d<*rend1|»if rUle 
Furrow the browg of* a k th' tm'te 

The *alW ifodp t flood* thujr r inUaw two 
flnU t«cb with etre^nwflg ry«fi» ^.upvlk-v hi» watrihg uta. 

7h Fttuat threake the aoods. the hy»t ^ )H> the grortv, 

And nmnd th» plath >h aad di traet t>os rove ; 

In r nckly t»nikee ihiiii tender LioU>% thity^ l^r. ^ 

And leave oa thome 4h«iT locks «)f gp den haqr 
With nhatp waisHi, iM » eetyt« ihh aat) rp wound, 

And tuy itudr fihsKg} beards, and lute wUh griei the groimd. 

Lo Pan htfuself honeaUi « b oak* 

lAciecttd lit* hifl Fh«e ih pteeas broke 
flat Pale* In uild dt-Hipair 

Ahd id the p erving a inda her bare 
AodUee yon ladi g injrfle «hMre nppebte 
The ttueen of bo' t all bath’d tn rto’^mg tea b ' 
jree liow ehe vijin^k her hjoda and beata htr totaH* 

And tear iter ustlntaglrdlt from her ^ atat > 

Wear the atd » umurt« ot i er aifihjl*'g do ea » 

For ^ritf tiu} Bfgh* furdetfui of ntcli luua. 


Attd, many ytBXB uftfJi} bo gave um pruof that time bad ittxprot yd 
wiadoiu on bU mi ; w, on tbo deutb of tUo tnai ijma of Biund* 
fond, tbii^ waa aotig : 


Afld I oyr tl e wtn4«* which fad so lo» a baett fnill, 
Bkfu h the ♦‘W IJr ’g Jr wkj ♦« hll , 

## a *^!|nin|d) I w too i«m«in*d, 

J^tk ifo gjfhilit*. W lopMo.ln'd 

h^tiH i tpeiT fctrt i tns * ae wju i tit fct rah » 

1 hi pt^ht fc 
ChtifinM Mrf 

Bckan to roar and hvtwl %ittt ,urrid\tflh 
HhitmAl to beai^ and ato teh 1 
K«>t»Un| but groaiMfih^ were ( anrd around* ^ 
And aohMxqtiMt«gdiydginhi;nouiri^^ ound 


Hig-'o tpeiT fctrt j * aewpit ut^t »>fiina rah 
ii silfp t* ri^ota h adjoSirg hVr ifte id»h $ 
roi»r eiedtioej If ho ttu long n td fhaM 
iM Mrfth net cti«t, and ai hergrtt'Ts anias’d, 


In both tbeae fUi^oikl poodoa, iFbisiO bt baa ^0Bd out many 
ofaenaelom dvlmft be dieniiapps b*ai«aderwHb euweleas (UU'^olta 
tiou from tbe gra>0 of noea a light that formaa^Btut; 

and wheye Amaiylfla wept ^ Amyntai^ from trv^ fl|^ug up 
a violet , V 

But William la bin boro, and of WdJiaw he WHl slug j 


Tb« hotrariog wlnda oh flOwny wlDga diafl wait atoiitvd. 
And oktob, and mhft to iwraiga iandB, tbO flying Bouedt 


U uabuot but be proper to ebew wb^t they abaB bwrt> to Oltcb aud 

««ty: 


*t#as now, when flewery lawn# the ptwpect tpafla, 
AftdAoWiog brook* banaatb * ♦oivaNhad*? 



COKdREV'E* 
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A hsift r, of h«fr«, 

Sfotid liw , w Ue t^o bu }# 

X<)^jr aritst HUA *» f w flfthr, bf Mf b* V/W W? Wotl-b 
victory i^axtby ul m f lo^#? 

. prmut of oe«t|y»; ; 

i»oi»o thp hemnte , 

jind rtdw, fn ^nd «d 4 «prtn‘!tn{ 0OV<KrAi 
, BdboM a tyvfu *^is« ffvdbt iraj^Ji 44d,4«)|^ paMfm; 

V.'Two rU'a^rolridl dilit o'i£r»|b:m4» ' , - ♦ 

: ' h >u m 1 ] 

,rfT?Ki|b e ,tff(s|r*3»n iMiyiblln* jp^ofis 'iKr " * 

' «?of ^ 

'.,*& ** tli4 id Ctee good liiitt 

it, l>rV4bS ?' wm 

>e 

\ t-' T>*li? <(««»> no ^'irtti^eni^Uioftt 

, ‘ , A^jinw impuf* utoxotv^ tjiw»'di‘»t«t»i< coa^t, 

, ' faiU^r^ n<#«fe WafbrfOio«j(3 ^ 

all rbv ikrtOifiU 4 roa^i t)t j^|w! lkM$i 
, ., , . Aj'd, tk« the i/oi limft't iplbra. 

He '* u c /<i tbe ivoifJ^ to fl > t m wmbioi % a*?* 

Of hj^irre^akr poemd, to Miwt. Jl3rjiJ>oltt ftiiVfe WbiHs to lw> 
the bo4 : hw olio tor 0«ihlltia4!i. D^y, iotroYer# hiw homo lined 
which Pope had in his mind when hio wrote 
, fTivigufcutioiiH of ,ipiW3i;^a»t4ool'j '-fed 

ditioha whkh he makos'are of IHtl© vhlho. , >etnin^' 

what worn mere properly, hWiiUod, jU wh((»n WtiAtfchof ;and , 

^ywwfrto prop^thite^Vcuh,^;, , . . / i'„ >> ;'! 

Q/hk fcrHiOftktiiphi^^ tlie im' w^i»n vetyoarly, 

and may thcrefiwe h® f^tfgivoiSf liim^h it hh-vo ish|, i]h« massinoR# 
and vipfovir oJ thte OirigMlJ* ftt.tU hi« ,4t*^hngth, and 

sprighUiiiO^w are granting ; ,)dh Wtnw to Tontw, 'Homer, is peir^ 

haps tlie ivest Ilk Jinea ifoakened wifcb ex^etives, and his 
rhymes are freijnotttly importeet./ ' ' 

His potty poem^s,, are feeiddni ’'tfeth' co«t ‘of j oome- 

times the thow^Uia we fake< and aomeUin^s e ^miaon. Jn hiarorsee 
on kdy Oethiu, the latter ia in of pryden’s ode on Mrs. 

KtUigreW : and Uotis, that has he^ 4o kvXahly^j4atteye^,% Steele, 
h;m ind^*ed some Uvoiy sUnzHi, hnfc.-the "expression inijp^,,^o mend' 
ed j and the most etrfkiiig payt of Af , (chataotey had noi^, already 
shown in ^flive-for on 4 

vulgar, but porwS^impmotiAH^ lypiiimp^V^a^ ei 

the sense is otjupealeji pf ftny^novelty pf iUi^a:tio*i w Elegance 

ofdictiom '‘, ' “ '^ ' ' 'V' ‘ 

This tlHsue hf noeiry, frhto whieh he U h4ve hi^^ a last* 
ing name, ia totally isegleotM* .a|^ Icnowit only aa it is appended to 
his pkyx , y ' .; , ' „ . , 

wMle cdtbedy dr W'hilo tragedy k n^arded, h-fa plays are Hxelj 
to he tefid ; hut, ©ai^pt what yelates to the ats^', J know not that 
he has enT written k stanaa sung, or a couplet that is qpioted* 
Th© general oharaoter of hik ^SkodllanieB ia, that they ahekr little 
wit, and little virtue. 



m 


ims 01* m% fotn. 


T«tto hiniHmtiat be coitfeasedi, tbi^ we «re lbrtli« 

oiMrreotitm of* iuiti(j^a] error, m) 4 for the onre of our 
nera. Ha tot Ut]^bt the Unglieh wr^exe tiMit odbi 

ane^^tto ^ tol though oertiuiil; he had not iha hra iwjulritA to to 
higher e|>edei of lydo iKtetrj, he iuu ehewa u« tot eftthUflhto to 
Ite mVm, ami that iu mere couitom there kneither fcame mar 
greetueee, ^ ^ 

/ ^ 

<1 


Sut BioBAim Btiemoim Hime of thoieiheu whoee wiitiugi hate hfe 
trected much Ooto, bml laf irhoee life ^iti menOiera rery littie Im 
ton omnmuttotei^ imi irheee lot it to ton to be ihtich ofieuer 
mentioned by enomiea than by frfende. 

He wee to eon of Bohert Hlaokmoreof Obrshamin Wutahlrey 
^led by Wood Oilman,, and ett{>{H»eed to hare been an attorney, 
marihgbeen foraome time odaoatei in a oouetryeohool;^ he vm 
eent at thirteen to Westmtoter ; and in 166$ was entered at Kd- 
mend' Oxford, wbehe he took the degree of M toe 3, 
ldTd> and resided thirteen yeatt; a mmih Icmger tune ton xt is 
ttsUal to spend at the university ; and whinh he seeme to have pamod 
With very litUd atteintion to to business of the idaoe ; fdr In his 
to ancient hemes of nations or placea, whi^ ho often intro- 
dnoiM^ are pronounced by obanca He afterwards travelled : at 
Padua he was made doctor of Phyto; to. tor havizig wandered 
about a year and a half on the Continent, returned home. 

In some part of his lifb, it la noi hnown wimn» his indigence com- 
pelled him to teach a school, a humiliation with which, though it 
certainly lasted but a little while, hiS'enemiea did not fungct to re- 
proach him, when he became cor ifii mums enough to excite mto 
volence ; and let it be remembered to his houour. that to have been 
once a scboolmaafcer is the only reproach which all the perspica- 
city of malice, animated by wit, has ever fixed upon hisi^vaie life. 

When he first engaged in the study of physic, he hiqoxted, aa he 
says, of Dr. Sydenham, what authom he should md, and was di- 
rected by Sydenham to Don Quixote; ^ whioh/^ said ha, is a vmy 
good book ; 1 read it still/* The pervei^eness of mankind makes ft 
often mischievous in men of eminence to give way to merlment ; 
the idle and to illiterate wILl long shelter tomielves under toi 
tbolish apophthegm^ 

Whether he xiSted satisfied with this direction, or sought for bet- 
ter, he commenced physician, and obtained high emtiienoe and ex- 
tensive practice. He beoatue Follow of the College of Physicians, 
Apnl 1687, hd^$ one of the thcriy whudi, by to new charter 
of kingyames, were added to the former FeUows^ His reeidence 

imiacimpdey«idiy*ci«>)evmai«<>7taa>«v> ua* 





di&m wa^ft 

'$ Wi M 'w 

thiftcawd^yiartijil;' - ,' ' 

‘1 .Miev«'» U 1sS^ tlMki' bfii:tocb, pMie w<«ck ifi 

Uii«(i^ ^*by«aei fttarH,:|i^ itt wer* 

taiu,'K>d»’m 4d‘ 'in 

^T in p«»^i|:5^^'iiii'di9lik^fiSI' Rti*aili|^y!' for tbe lat- 
ter pari ol tfeia apology fil ‘wte acctiadd-^^^^ wt5ti% ''[ip tlie 

p^et*y 

[iirou'^^n^i. W^.yi^‘0^^ ^yoai:i«:':|»aib|!e' ^ot 

irritten 

of af«and*ft boob.” '>’>*««•<>">';,,/ .i/ hi • ' , ^vh) 

per^K!li0ii:'Oalmot be h»^''^;i^:mo^(m 

'iibkb^bo.^ia(rt»«8^ aiic^ m 

oaaily Jut^isb^i 1 ai«i.ner^£raa^<if ibo 4o«l$ €ois^|)ii^« 
baVlag.iiui^rer%i«»ed'tbo;gm ^|liM!>4^^'ja|jft^ notM^ 

gon^mon 'a'ho j(iw')^ock;i,wi^n!lid 

oartain]^ do vb^t'^l^iey ooudd to •diShMi 

tiiw, bar in- 

<% tiU^o had^lea««bd,,j&iai^’dk^ 

That ; foria 

two yoam' tbseo' instano^’, of 

fk^mt^h aaaop^pby etmosity waa yet^m* 

iKxn^ned to partioa^ daamwibp naUon;^ Saveb^^iooeiia 
'ralsNsd animosity : mi Beaiida'^.ai by n^i^pmal;. 

tare iedbtaMtt^ diagi3at^^'ibia.ftbp»-tai^ 

*Po tbia tommh vo0y ^ api^baiion of [Lpi^.'^nd the 

«i4mir«^m Of wbieh am ,wmA il^ Hkdx jprlAtim X^ettora. 

Mcdtanx ih ia^rtionla^ly ielis^ilidd ,ol /'Mopaa/' 

iibkhiittbeiwISam^ittM 

> by ofta ainka 

.ibbtatt.'?' 'Of' '^^aoktarm 'tay 'M' iaidrt^ dnk^ 

tho^> ita titar the aiiita ^bMiatat and con- 

.ti^ptaua'«» they.vW<lro^^'']tae4,i!L1li3n('^^ noitaliuoa^ reAei^imoai : 
be and 3ns oHtie were afterwards fiiendt ^ anddn Ojhd of his iaiter 
votha^ he. ptaita Betas oi f* ^ta te Boilta : h poe^> and 
superior to Mai'fn'Crltitata --a" , •: -'p' ^ ^ \ 

eotas^totlgstb been' tarn ta%htawit^ than pained 
h^emn£e^ta^i^»ttaofaitata enicken^ oareer. Hav- 
ing k two j^ffllStad ta Mte of ''Fimce ^rt^; ^ 


m 


tiTO OF i*Oi2TS. 


iftorft (17BT) Ke bio iih^ w&dd %>i% iwelm 

me' ruf^enti^in^ .of $im 

crl'tm-lo&ijr to ftsiVo iacro^j^ in 

hoifrevov, Advi^tasfos i-ooro tlii^eqnlv^^ott'o aK ^t^|[^j'''be 
of pliy^ciwio 

l^.tivo 'honour of knwtl^p^’' T^'ith tiio 
a chaia no'd .a'ra^al. -'„ ,,.,,/v:: ' k.,‘ , 7 ,:'' "‘ r - . . .,,, 

T& 1 iial%JoUy <>f tKe his kolghth^^ito his, mw 

Jpem ; ' 'hu'iT, king, ^ William ' , aot' jous ot; ; «^4 ' 

Bla/^kmor® j)<rtaj^!.h'i|^ ' fv>r liie jf^aryg, in hl^'^'Da'^catian 
to Alfi^ji,-tliaii t^^^k'ii a' ,parto' tho ' df tiio 

Hon^’o*l' 1 t-fchin-er ton ev^Vbo b'oa«4^ V ' ^ 

■■ 'What to_ J^tteoe^ion,;or -wliJit; he 

ims^ineil hiiMfelf to UairO)tkmt:rllmti*^d, eauiiot iipw ho khn^*. I’hat 
had, been or opusildbrhblls i pot but ho believed, tor I 
hold, him trt hav^ beon.xsfery- Jhdfse^t ^ hui W might ^m\y iftak’e a 
eii,t.imatb <if hi« onro iittportivn^e " whoxu their virtue ro- 

atraVna' fh.>m df^^ditg othw ^ ufteo dl»<j^od by their vanity 
to, ddiBOi^^' he pB)motod the Kuco^nRum or 

not, he and'»4h,^redinvariah^^^ ^ his priiici- 

pie and ^riy thr^dgh whu)e Hfe. \ " ''' ; ,.- ' 

Hi^ ajHibhr df poctlQr iHill b^tfiiritied ; and hot hmg after (17C<C1? 
he puhUehed n ” l*ari*|>hVaKe ©h?5^e Jhfoh of J&h,** a«|i other parte 
of to Thb perfermai*^, I)ryde», him tvieh 

great hiab^iHr, lived ioug esuhlij^ ridMe iift a Prologue. 

■ ■ Tho oohldderated PgaifHt hiih, a^iDryden^ whose thvour 

toy. almoe|nU <souriied> uwh|^j>rufeBaed .^dvers^ lie had l>a* 
mdes^Myott tb^^m reason fof reiiieUtrtiehfc,;^.**. in bis Prmcje to ” Priisoe 
ir&Sf ” he had aaid^pf the : aP tot was »neged 

afterwards 'by CoKliiSr ;- but ‘BiachTbdtJft's cawisttre was oetld j^nd j^ene* 
rah Oollier's vm personalised ardent- ; Black more, toxight hk reader 
to difiSIto whiit Collier incited hiui' fn abhor. - - ' 

In hk Preface to “ ICiug Arthur” be endeavoured tx) guirl atleasst 
ohe i^rletid, and jmipttiated Coo^^ere f)y higher prai^^e of hk 
51i>urmng Bride, ton it teks ohiaiued from any other Critic. 
TWoehtne year fee phbl&W, ft ‘hSaUreon W'itY' 8 ^ proclamation 
of defl^be which «h|t^ thn phek almost sdl a^inst' lum^ and 
whieh brought upon, him lampimn*? and ridicule from every »ide. 
This he doUbt;le!k fore^aW^ and evidently despked ; nor should hk 
dignity of mind be without ik praise, had he not paid the homage 
to 4 ?reatne.is which he denied to gcnius,j,and degraded hitiiiklf by 
conferring that .authority over the ntitional taste, which he tJikoR 
iWm to pCKite, upon me^ <if*high rank and xride indtu^noq, but, of 
less wit' and not grxiater virtue, 

Ifhre k aj^in dkcovpred the inhabitant of CheapRule, wh)^ke head 
caunijtkpffp^k poetry unmiiigled with truxle. T<> hinder that intcb 
lectual bahkrHptey which lie affoot'^ to fear, he will erect a ** Bank 
of Wit/' . - > ,, -''' . ^ . 

In tkk pfknt hi justly l)r yden’s impuritiei^ but pmi»a« 
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hh pwm i la a wuliisei^aeti^ "he iW 

»iid ih^rals^i. What ^a* ik reasout^ I kao«r aot j ~ 

wft«' tU«a ,Jio lah™. ia ilk ‘ ;- 
His heai} MtiU Um^(i with heroic, politiy; 4# he pufc-* 
li^hcfi ^ Sliis'i/* ill t^a bookH/ I am aft^id the wer|d ira» ncrtp- 
of ooateidihig: ahowt Blaokudi^'a ; l^jr I do aot temeia- 
her that hy any author, tiitht^p seriotM eoi^ hay« £»tiud 
** jKliiifa'- eitto pitdeed or hlemed. She 'f* it i^emt» 

“ dead hern the presij.'" It k itever rirefttiUBte^ ilea never 

seen hy me fcUl I berrowed it far rhb present eW# /wh says, 
it is eorrictod via^ for Another Impresade^ f but ihe Ubotu* 

of yeviidim was tlirowii^aiyay. '-•j^ •!' " 

15*rom this time hu tttrniSl; hk thhu|ht8 to tjhe Webratibh oif 
lining chi»r«KJt«rsj he wni^tu a po$m oft !;the Kit Cat .Club/ and 
'* Advice ii) the Pbots hatv to celehtsite ti^ Duke of SiirJhotoTDypii*’ 
but, ou occasion of , another^ear of suco^, thinkiiig himself qhaU^ 
fi( d to jcive more insrtfdction, he again wfote a pkjm of Adnue to 
a Weaver of tapesifry.'' Steele* was then puhHshiug the Metier; 
and lo(4lsiTjg mind Mm for Homethini? at which he might dangh, 
unluckily alighted on Sir Eicbardh wt>rkvand tr^lfed it with such 
conteiript, thni, as Fenton oMerves, he put aa mid to the Species of 

wri lei's that gave Advice to Faipters ” ./ ,■ ' / , , 

Kot long aftor (171^2) he pubmlied / Creation, a Phi'osop^itoal 
Poem/ which has t)een by my rcoommeudution tbs lato 

collection. Whoever judges of this by any other uf Blackmore’s 
performances, «ill bo to da it injury. Thd praise givetf it by 
Addison f Sfjm, 83111 is too weli known to be <U»fl«cribei; batsomw 
notice j idiio to the testimantof Dennis; Who ealislt *^tt pMloso- 
phieiil Vi>t*ni, which has equalled that of Lucretivs in the beauty of 
m vcr^ihcation, end infinitely surpa^ed it in the solidity aad 
^tren,J!^h of its reason Ing ” . ' ' -y 

Why jm author surpasses himself, if is natural to^ in^Ufre^,; I 
have heard from Dr, tVaper, ah eminent bookseller, ah ftocoimt 
oeived from Aiahrose Philips, "That Blackmhre, as he proceeded 
iu his poem, laid hiw mannscript from time to time before a. club of 
mu with whom he ai^H'>eiated -i and that every manoontributW »a 
could, either ioipmovemeot or correction;,' so that/ said Philips, 
"there are perhap-i no where in the book ihifty UueS together that 
now stand h*» ihov were originally written/ ; / 

The relalion of Philips, f suppose, wa4 true ^ but when all yesihm 
able, all credihie nllowanee is made for thk friendly revision, the 
nuihvO' will still retain «ri ample dividend of praise ^ for to him 
mmi always be aasigned the plan of the work, tfes diktribution of 
its parts, the choice af topics the train of arguineut; and, what is 
yet more, the general proaominaoce of'phUosophical judgmetit and 
poetical spirit Coriv'cti m 8eldi>m effectB more' than th^ suppress 
sion of faults ; a happy line, or a single cleghhee* miiy perhaps, be 
added ; hut of a largo work the general character must always re- 
Tuain; the original constitution can be very little htilped tf local 

r *5 
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HOTS Of ta« feEti. 


mi tftdlM ^ be 

ated by ettriaeic aiiiiattUoft. ^',\T ' ’’ ' 

l^hlft f oeia> if kabud written notbkg *?b», wotiitRiafe triniibiii* 
ted litt to' posterity among the tmt favonriteB of tbe Bnglttb 
^ but to snabe verses was bis transeemdent pl(tatr$» otid, as be 
watf riotdeiieiTed by oemmTt, heVas not satiated witb brriife. 

fie deviated, however, sometimes into other tra(0ri of Ifteristu^, 
ahd eoadesOeuded to entertain his laaders With ^lain fWii. ' When 
the Spectftier '«t0ppei, heconriile^ the poHU itorld «s dostitnta 
of entertainment ; and in concert With fit; Hughes, who wrote every 

t.lirAA 4:fka iCfTthi'V 'SSn'notflttfVw' * 




founded on tbe sapporitipn that .some literary whose ahatao* 
iers are describ^ Ihd reti*^ in W house in the'downtryio enjoy 
philosophical lekare, and resblved to iastrnot thoublic, by com* 
municating their dis^ttialtionahad atHussments. Whether any real 
persons were concealed nndair dctlttons names, is hot known. The 
Wo of the clnh iaeme Mri Johnson ; such a constellation of excel- 
leticc, that his character not be sap^pressad, th(^gh there is no 

great genius In the design^ hor ftki^l in the delinea^ioar 

“ The first I shall name is Mf. Johnson; a gentleman that owes 
to Natnris excellent lacultiesand an elevated gonioe, and to indue* 
try and ap|difiath>n many acoirired accomplishments, llis fciste is 
distihji?i^hiiig, just, ahd delicate i his judgment clear, and fiis rea* 
son strong, er:companied with an imaginatioii fujl cf «|drit* of great 
cv>mpa% and stored With refined ideae. ' He is a critic of the first 
rank ; and; what is his peculiar iwmameht, he is deUvered from the 
oHentatbn, mate voiimce> and sapcmlicns temper, that so often 
blemish men of tlmt character. His remarks result #om the na- 
ture and reason of things and «i^e formed by a Juddm«mfc free, and 
iinhia-^t-ed by the those who have iasUy followed each 

other in tbo same beUten tract of ihinkinj^ and arc arrived only at 
the reputacioii of acute grammarians and Commentators,' men 
who hiivo been copying oiic a«othe^many hundred years, Without 
any improvement ; or, if they had venttinsd ihrther, haVe only ap- 
pli( d in a mechanical inahncr th« of ancient critics W modem 

writings, and with great labour disehvered nothing but their own 
want of judgment and eapacitf, As fir. Johnson penetrates tp the 
bottom of his subject; by, which meant his observatiehs are solid 
urvd natural, as well as delicate, so his design u always to bring to 
light something useful and ornamental t w/ioiice his chawaeter is 
th« reverse to tbrim, who have imaihea^ abilities in wtghlficant 
knowledge, and a groat felicity in finding out trities. He is "no less 
indttsferivnis to search oat the merit of an author, than sagabious in 
diflceming hist errors and defects ; and takes more pleasure in com- 
mending the beauties, than exposing the blemishes of a laWdible 
writing : like Horace, in a long work, ho can bear some deformities, 
and justly lay them on the imperfection of human nature, which is 
incapable of faultless productions. When an excellent Drufua ap- 
pears im public, and by its intriiudc worth attracts a general ap- 
plause, k% U not with envy and spt^u ; mx im I 19 uptm 




of to 

|M>0ti;xi, »tii^ tHoto 

.ikiiuetimj^,^oi^^^kicd ' mt, Mf^^A ir^^ fd^ perform. 

Atic^Bf , ^ ' '' 'V fe- a ' '*“'^.<i' "' ' ■a'T' - * ■''I" ' '’’}'\ •' '' ’ ' 

, l^he J^t of tli«; s«ic]m to loebb' ladortok b 

■<iom{>a|cmii wlt^i ^e,dg»»itic wiiji aii.,hii« <^Hi- 

iioA, ftiiid tiie 

to^fort|' ;{^eet«ail3ktO-i voliipao^aBd 

y,^,Soi&e iwo'vol- 

umeft of,%^a\m pro^e^^wiibiosmlJe ooijwi^ 4«4 ,o»I 3F- ii? ikey are 
wrbteti A higWt' iad ptorpofto^ ,t^e p^motirm of re- 

ligiott*; iJlackiaw’s projw b i wr it is^guid, 

^uggiBb,, ao4 1^g ^ioiUoa j^jn^dther; 4oripg eat^aot, his 

ilow &t^itV«r rapR.norW^f 2>er|ed^ aor 

atro%, 'U w .occdtmt ,ot .ale|r, ^i|h Jit|.ie ijj^oess he 

keoutent Oo r^(>;aioend 65 l 

bj his lajigiiagen Jv; 'i ‘‘v''' o' '''»:’ V* ''''» •■■*■’<>', , ' , ’ " 

, , to prodi^iltioii to an ex'traoT- 

diiiTO an4p^bar iho t^f the possee- 

sot of It, ih;ytrhi(4 ^ -ferwiii ^ttchitenoo 0i regular an# ol^ated fer 
iaeht%,an^^n a^MoOv^ aniinal epiritsi reigned and ^oti&ed to a 
mt degree of' iariisy ) ivheheo^ being endowed with vivacity, 






tionji, they beeoBie proper ;^Rtrua»iehb Sprightly oiierationa 

of the mnd ; hy which mpnig the ||iiagbs^«in oai^ with great 
cility, 4;he wide fiold-^Katnro, contohipfeto aii i» tofo varie- 
tv (>f objects, and, by obscTOng the simifttn^ and di«lagr«?ohi<«it of 
their BO yorui Bingb. out and ob»triu5ti!hitd then salt and 

ttttUe* those i(feas.nhioh *^rv^ its imrpose, HehoO beauti- 

foj .afltteioriB,^Hpri«Sng i»eWhor?,,hnd admirable sentinbnt, are 
always toady ^haud , &td while thf fancy '!» fuU, of images, ool- 
leoted froro innumerabh? objoctshnd their different ^juajities, rela- 
tiono,, and hahjtude^ It ojtn at pkaisw dress a common notion in a 
Otrange b»it beoonwng, garb j by whioh^ as before observed, the 
gajxm thought will appo^ a neWjime# to the grbat delight and won- 
der of the hearer. , What we call ^4?u‘a< cnanlis from this particular 
happy complexion in the nea^t fetation. of the person that enjoys 
it# aini ift Nature’s gifli, but diremfied by yaxious spoailig charao- 

tm ywtMiw^ •» fir? k ftU»;«4 \>y dif< 
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for^urt proporiiotisf of or rediicad ^nd by Hk^ 

irmt of o^f>9Uo ' Therefore, a.'t there h;sl|spjen»i»' eoitt- ^ 

portion pl,/^v.|acetioa^'|;cniu» a gwtter <>r .fJtIH iwt ii»- 

ferior. of judj^ijaeqt <wtt3 3 >rudopce, urn mm m wife, Viljtvfe, 

vane44tfea,5|sfc‘mgm^fa 'one ftnother/* " , . , 

id tbe^ he toak <ifiro to j^»ropjtatfi the wita ; for bo i^oorua 
to aw.rt tfeb? uaiilice i\e tjio ■expenc<i of virtue or of ^ 

'm thoir lK)ok>, ha)r-e many ^atrcaiitkal , md *ipite|idl‘ 
Birokci^ »fc religion in geij^«:fal ; wfile others to a he thoms^olve*! pleitf , 
Bant with the principle of the phrSafe^u; Of the Jn'^t hind^ tto 
age ha^ Been pdij^oua exaWllflelii the bof*b In titled "A. Tale 

of a Tub/' w^rtling beoii puhH^hc;d^m a or Popish 

nation, who arejusKtly^impatkjttt'pf Jtidigoiiy offer'i^a to the eSta- 
bliwhcd roligioti of their omiotiry, ho d^ubt but tljy» author would 
3tave n^’oivtid the putd&hnH-uf he teerved* Bi.ii the fate of this •„ 
impious buffoon ia vory dift^rent '; . for ia a Prote^Uot kiugdobb 
lon^ of their oivil ami relkioiw irumuny-ks^ ho had nof. opty 
caped nfi’rotita and the effeita' nf pubUe resehtjneut, hut haw been 
carcf^sed' jrud pu^uiikcd .by per^bna p'jT ^at %ur« fmd all do* 
nominattoa, Tifdeut phrly-irku, . whO' d jfTa^ in all ♦hbgj* bo- 
sidei, agreed in their t, nth toHhcw );njitlcadurrj?sp4K-‘taMid friendship 
to this in'ao'ont deridei*^/ tlie worship of H5 b omvufry.tiU at las»t; 
the pputed writer is not only gone off with^iiupunity/bnl irinuiplw 
iu his dignity ;wnl preCormoat/ I do ri<H know thai any iimiiry or 
stnreh was «vtT madeufttT hia'ivniing.orlhrit any r^^tyiftpd was ever 
offered for the diatjpyory ^if th^^^dthor, that the infanji'vn^ buok 
was evVr coftdemned to >)e biir'uHia public’ ; whether thirf )W\>teedB 
from the eso?y55$ive ftsWem iwnd b power, during the 

lafe rfiign, jfjoid for wit, or their defect and contiem fni* the 

Chnstian ndigioiu :wiU bo dutftro^ihod best by those? who orehoBt 
acq nain t ed with 1 b ol r charaqler/*' ’ ’ , ^ 
in anothotjpkoo ho Kpeak^ with hocfwaih|; abh<wr<*n^?e fjf i - 
I'ss who has burbvqu^'d a PsjUm* Tnisi author w'4»3 supposed 

to b:? Pope, wh?> pu!>Uhh<;d u reward ‘hr any one that would pfodiiea 
the <vji?ier of the socuMatiotr, but 'mYm' chjnb''d it': aotl 
wards rli!(j’perpot?tal and luofusabt^binv’, of Hhickmore. 

Oii€ ot his fcaye k dp<»i|,tHe *‘Sj>loeri^”'whf«h is troukd ?>y him 
BO much to his own sj^tinhw-’tiqu, th^t^ publiwWiho 
tho’asfhtfiin the «anu w6rda,; fir^t.ln .,tu^e *^Li\yl3'bwtjery/* iimn- 
in the /' Hud then in the Preface fo a Modio.tl Tr<4ftthf-e on 
the “ One pas^ugc, which I have fcUud id.mdy twice, I 

■will hero civhibit. because' I tKinkJt better 5,ma»'(inecl, and better 
exjvrei^ed thivu coUld be t}Xi>ecWYronii; fck«» wshmm tenor of hjg 
prose 1 ' 

“As tho several combinntkns'Of . ^denetic ms^dnm« and folly 
produce an in{i?iii<-_ Y,u*irty (ff Irrf^hir ^raUcrstJuidin^, 
trtblq »c‘eommf4dati'>a and ^rliaiice between Bevei*ai i^irtues.and 
vices produce iiu equal dmrfiity 'm the 

of mankind; whence it eumes U pnsf, tha^t many /^onstreut 
and absuAl productionB are found in moral a* in the ^tellec' 



BLAOKMORi;, 


34f> 

Ofi i$ it, Mmt 

pftolp-'njen', wlio«e':*tiiitttft are attriictfid by'H.eavjsa Saiih', 
with a iRtjiul ffVfCjft; srtaMte wbiy of bniHUity ; 

oth«m wJKif ’aji^ cetiri krSolitis and W^huiitabt^/ lelf demiog and dt)' 
vout ; mtsxfi who join c^ntotopt of iJao worSd ,nrithli»(Jfidif avarioej 
and iottiOjB ‘wb^» a with 

anti wngovof?)^ piiAFioniJ'f ten' -tfl4»- 

BiixtJiiin i^^^ %oqu(^nt ati0?j;»* had ^ 

ratinn, »eQ pt^rfsous ai" onco^ g^fUtjfnus' Ipyan of 

tut‘ir ‘wjinj^try, atid^ fl^Uoa'a/hijy^^ sSaiMfcinwnor- 

tal iBea rtf hmnmlr|,arii aoon<sr oka-ng'e 

iheir roHgion ; h: ifl. titutj roptijafnant' ^klitioiua of 

so hi^h a<Je^y«tt ff'utid’hnt of ni*itsftind,''yot non^ <*f 

tho wholft tnrtsij cither good of aro eatiroly Hijteinpt from ^omo 
absurd mixtniv'.’' ,.'; ^ '■''■ 

H« aUont tiiis tiiiie, beoaidfi one of this FMdt}> of 

the r!alk‘ii^'of i'bysiomUi^ j and Hoati. aitof {Oot. \\\ obossfh £/W</?*, 
He ^tecins ia hiive ufrhod h4«>. whatow wkfi' th^ reyjiicro, at hi6^ me- 
dical horionm. ■ J ' / 

Uaviug enooetded Wetl'in bi^'hooh on by which 

ho OHtaUlshed to grfoitisr^k-iplcj of afi IleHiflnu, he thought hifi 
uiidurtiiMuiT rmporleoi, tmksn he Ukewfi^o oni'orced .tho truth of 
llovehtiott ; tiiut for that jJUf p*Wa , a,dded anofthor poem on 
dcmptioih’' Hie hatl ijkt5wi«e wMtfcu, bef^ro M« Vn^UaUt three 
book4 Oil of matil/*', ,,' ,v ’ ' , '*/- • 

The Jovoi'tj of mn-'ieid devekion K-ajfe hlwayii wUhfecl %■ a more 
happy metiie?d than th<«y havn yet bbtaiued rtf- fW book oi‘ 

fVaJriTtH , thh wj.»*b p’kty of Hltlekmoro le'i 'bln* to gratify ; and 

aud ho prodMijod ofthe iW.m$ of Hiivhl :'^ 

■fift.<’d to the Tu'ftfH u^'d in Chnrc'h^i^ y, whiah/ being rwomm^ndiiKl 
by tlte nj:chhiirth^>p‘=^ /U<1 nmhy hishopi obtjiiiiod a liaencb 'for its 
admwion inlA> public jWorbi'.ip ; bUt Uu a.dni vision hik it yot o][>- 
tainnd^ »ot l\n it \\m H.gh’E. to omo ;^'lK‘re Ib-ady Ji,nd Tate hate 
got possfi?sfdo;t, Blackmero’f^ nacue’ iuiM he »idded to tho«o of numy 
(d}<oT)§, w'Uc»^ by t’jiio ssauio dUeuipt, haVo v?b tainted only thc' praise of 
Kjoaii'ing well, ',. ' / ;^' ' 

li c was not jet dctonukl' fr*o%,hpf»>ic Tkono aiiothfiir 

monfiicb of ihunaS&iifb (for he W not fetch his bortMsBfroni foreigti 

couiitrieit), whom he wnshbotd’ ar worthy . of the‘'Bpicti!,'a»«>'j and 
hedignifietJ Ai/x^d 0 ^ tw^iflVo book^^^ opitiiotiof 

the nation wa^ i^ow wktjod; a hw*rt luNwIivocd by Bkckinorb Was 
not likely ta ■fiutl c}Mx rWf^iSct or ,id3(i(bcss j .l/fr^dtook hi^i pUce 
by Mhzn^ in s\lenrt«r and darkncBa': UtmeVolotic-^ ’mis 'ashanjcd to 
voun and Hidicrt w;i.s weary of iumUing. , Of his lour o jipjc 
Poeinft/'^ lh<? first had f^iioh ^nd pi^pulority as enraged 

tb^oritics; the acoend nvi uj Idfsa^tfenowh eaough. to be ridtciilcd; 
the two last had neither iiieJtMhi nhi ennmi^; . 

Ctmfcempt k a kind'of which, if it wixes nrk part of a 

oharaaterj'COiTupt^ all to ofcheya by dirgr^ek ' Blacktbore, Mng 
despieed a jH>et^ was iu time neglected os a physician ; hie prac- 
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trhioK w mm grmt, lar»9* 

i^mwo I kiaow '»ot whtetMp;,! oli .^^ m W 

,tii^ Hfhkii 

, Boamf tt»y '-’ 4 i#ti 9 ttfcjge«, m W' 

the |•ea 4 e^ .j^v^^ChpiKJBe. ; Jfo. li|» ; 

BinaShpox, with u ^ IJioii^ 

to %lto* 'to tiif w, 

to ^ ditoto , 

Of thoee bool^' If J expend 

that I totdd be tp heeut lold 

that there life, beiiiethi^^ <sf we^ti(«i ghd 

vored by a jeapiij^ ffoni,it|^H«aity^ 

and to repteto^ Haa#tj^!lMW idthout pi^viomi^vioir 4^0^00* 
mitot leamfc^i By to !b:«^#at whfehi bwre throm 

ep ott tom, I tofW totopt to 4neieiit«, 

mi* fc^ledge. Of thiaia^ 

dedent arrogance to f<dl<srtmg ffoo? hia ^0 to 

Troato on to Small-pox ^in in wlj£|ch, 

when, to reader dud®, what Iftoil that/wlm ^« wai|d^* 
earing Hippocrates, hedH, )ne| iK»oW difftor»ee l>ety,;S»en . 

fiW i«id fii^phiUgmx he wiU;iwt,p% regt^d to h^, ^p^rrnir^ 
iiatiw,«0»«erningiim<;lentjt^ v 

*^’iifor hie bdoE of Aphotoh^ it h^j^Hke jny. idrd -jfeeonXof to. 
eama title, a book of a gtoe ooUecton of ito 

obBcrvaiionB; whi^^ #PW nmy to to yet they 

fii|^y nothing, and maf no most 

of tom Ming mmdt intemr 4 o to «aylw <*f >to of 

Gweoci whitm yet ar^^m Io^ ,toTOmp> tto. ^ 

every day with more vab}ak|e mnUmeotB at the kbie , contenf^tioxf 
of AngffiUtt w a and ,'- 'v'^ . \t';*,jst' 'i> > }■/'*'' 

I am nnwillmg, MweW*^^ ^pd will 

thereto!:® iq^note reprtonamlflu 

^Some gentlemen Mve^bto^l^ngenaoiMi P^. 

wmBtang imd forcing my jtonwfi in.idie. I^Tefaoe k 
as if I <K>ndemned and'^to^^ I 

declared that I greatly honoured to etom^#fl men ofetoPW 
Uteratare and eriuUtion v to tot .1 oi#: toh- 

perfieial learning, that toto®*.tohing..fpr toi^to#>/nf toiawd; 
and that ae tn phyeio, I ejtpto®^3^ a^med tot learnkg mtobo 
joined with native geaks to mto f >hjHdcto the nr»fc a’toj 

but if those talents are feeparated, still Jin«*8t,Jth»t 

a man of native aagecity and dUigm^e will pTWe^mdre a^k and 
nsefni pmctiser, than a heavy notional 

ahea| 3 of eonfomdtoto'**’ "• '■. 

Ho tras to only a‘poot .an 4 pby*kto» bttt pro 4 t^to likewise a 
woik^f a difffew®it h1i»d> true and impiirUal Hktdiy of the 
of the Conepiracy egaito King WUMjmi of Otodione ICemto, in' 
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Hki Tkbl hm Bti|)|yQ«e it t^huA 

witii hte^ty* He enwed IttcewiM ^eol^oll eon^ 
ti*i^43:cfj, mi tlie K«titt4Ac# 

•gaJntt tlie Arlim Hj^tkesfiar and ^'Modertt Allatoss nniua^HNi^ 
Aiidtlwt df hk K^»ttirk» k "Katutil Theology, ^ or 
ooiiBkierod aMkrt ftIHtoi PoilUvo; trith l6ino ohowol^xma 1611 tbo Ik* 
tkvdcAmm «i4 »r«ktoJiir iK * * IWa wi 

pliAi&4 Vm(kw,atm INi^itpdtt I^MaemrqikaMOe;^ w 
prinM Kfkr Mb death hr Mr* |i|f jMkii^ the 

luiniBfcer irho kk 4cath*b6a^" 1iMi^^<$ |hrr<mt 

piHv of hk h&t hotiW*. Be died m ihe^Wgliftii of wtetafi 
-^eokmore, hr the unremitiod Of the 

provoked more V hk tiHtie tkeo hk doUlw, hei hm expoeed 
to werBo tmtmeut tlm detetfrod* M fisme Hm m limg used 
to p>mt Hfkry opigmoi dull vnltm^hot it hmm^ it leitt a 

hft word ef oontetDpt ; |»ttt k dmfW ^hienritiQaf thit 
tikes bold only of m» Wrlt&gd^ mi that Wa lift psMi irtihoitt 
reproich, even when hk hoMim of toprehooiBion ntturany ittraed 
upon hisi Wny eyes toirout to mlpf mlts, whteh wmny totifoes 
woald hivo midd haste to publish. Aut those who mid not hloiue 
could at least forheir to |vriW» and ihsTsfore of his iiriYate liiEh 
and domestic clii^Uter there ast no ineioiiorlals. ^ 

As an author he ttiiy justly olaiai the honouw of in4gnaiiii»ity. 
The incessant attacks of hU enemies, whether serious or sow, m 
ueYet discoyeJt«ed to l^ive dkt^trhed hk ^utet^orto haToimned 
his uoufidehoein htmuslf ; they neither aired him ioailenoh nor to 
caution ; ihey »ekhei‘ pmoked him to petulahce^ nor depressed 
him to oomphdut* While the dIstHbutm of literary fiuUe mm 
endeavouTing to dipi eclats and degrade him» he either desjkssd or 
defied tnem, wrote on as he had written before, and new turned 
aside to quiet thetu hy civility, or rOpreiia them hy oenfutatioit '' 
He depended with great semirity on his own powers, and perhaps 
rm for that luafion Jess diiigrnt'ln pursuing books. His Uteraitnre 
wfti, 1 think, but amaU. What he knew ^ antiquity, I suspeafc 
him to have gathered frpin tnoderU eompileis : but, though he 
could n6t boast of much critical ktwiwled^, his mind was stored 
with general pw'tndples, and he ltdfc minute rcsearehee to those 
Whom ho cpusmeml a% little minds. 

With this dijqve^itbn ho wrofe most of his poems. Hav|a| 
formed a magui^cent design, he was oareless of particuhi; and 
subordinate elegande^; he ^died tin Uibeties of rersidcatlen ; he 
w^d for no felioitieg of fbUcy; but caught his ^rst thoughts in 
the tet words in which they were presented : nor does It appear 
that he saw beyoui! hk own perfepnanors, or had ever elevated hU 
views to that ideal perfection whidh eVeiy genius born to excel is 
condemned always to pursue, and nc'ver overtake. In the first 
suggestions of his ims^nation he acqUiCBced ; he thought them 
goodi god M mi for ^ttor, Bis world may bo road a 
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time r af a Hn^ tMt 

fooiii ^ '' ' ,., ^ ‘ r'i - 

the ef 

li want#' hAmeay 

of , no^: ejf^ifftvtciei^.of ■ i i^'hftl oit%r writtexi ' 

laritil^, oiTe^.oj?,' rNttuefc \xt U'r»rX;w5^^ 

&tt«k folicity ^.»i5t«lt in^rntyv' V'.'/ ^ ■ ' ' 

Its two Jb4«titiicTit p;\*{t«’Are To, 

reafton ih Is a]lo\^'l34^4 H,o t11%‘nl,t; »<4,oi4y 

roaeott^i in vorm 'to vcry>-of{.«fjo po<|t4w.ll}' ; 'aod liii^s the 

^rt cff lUiitiX'^ ^jiiwDwrit' case with cK>i^«»rte5iti. 

Thhf h a rtkill w|Wi mijEf'ht. bav^ if leanx ,fwm 

bjm, %?hejube miioh ^ ' 

In his dp«cr4j)twu*i oi’ JH£e and ReUV|ii> thfe j>m;t and the 
pldlosopbor Bia|>|i;i)y m tpith ' 

and ole^aixoc wiijitained 'by totbl''"^' , ; •'*'’" ' 

In tbft sti'uctnro hxid or<W ()f.'4jte'^»nm;>iH>l th'o jsrriiater 
pai’Uj are pxopoidy the didatic and' iHlistrativo 

para^raphti are eo b}iJ>f>ily mmjsfled, that IWlx'xtrif teUevC|4,fey ph*«'^‘ 
sure, and Iht* ,i«,tftn(i^m }*vhjd oh tXfOiji^h e lua^Mncoo^i^ion of 'Variod 
ejfcolloBoe to iho ori^inal^ pttsidou, the fnndiujeutui pribdpk of 
wihddu and of mtiic, . '^>;--vv - . . . ' _ ,, r, /„ 

► Ar '^'bo' -ht.'foic^ poems of am/iidw UttJo read, it 

tbonsbt proper to ionert, a» ^ ^p'^dmon frora ‘*?riiiue Arthur/’* 
the* song of Mojia^/’ metiuoued by AMinont. , . 

, U.tti tijftt whP'b Ari^V tiYOit pV'^,nY^'hnkM ' ‘ 'V/ 

' "' < '''" ^’V ^-re of'Hilc sjtrt' W 'JlSf MotfS huorr. UU' blant ' 

Who to hii havp in ne'e::!?!, ' '''' ,; ■' "' , ' ’ 

AH\i Ui;Oud) tJio ver^t «aewS'; 0* ,Nt>t)'i^ futi, ‘ t ,-, 

He tOo Gw, it ''pitn, j^jhT, ffil thin f . Vli "'' * 

'loV ilie f/) ui!ltei«i4f)l>Ve^‘i<'''» mf ' i 

‘ Oit’ not* 'pi'iT'ni^ O' p<sA<*,, 

An*S w-itJo toi-i ViirsorhontteO" A'C‘fts».e<'{t^C. 

; All fn i»j[({'+, we lo'frutt'tul Nhi-'-'C .Oou, 

,) X‘'r/er<'<iia?i ftinp Uiji^ f;i'4!»jfcl II Mi'ld',* , 

S!,r-'i\o»r. of hw *(f ''\ 

Ao<J,d!5Jri«h'«i| with jmlrjffiat'nco f.wluw 

JU abroad tWTi' crrotoaiii fW»H» om nj'4!, t > , 

'Xt’iI eiwhVt »!«*.**•» pK th:' v«4ei;n;(i ' ' , ’ 

Wfeki!! be, to sui*. )^D^oi1r'•^^»fV' wHh tht^’r bpj'^lih ' ' 

A^Wit'd, uo'druol; With Kg'ht. '' 

IJifi h^ftd 'dit'won'd aJl .iIkj tmurful hpherr^ s ■ 

M« n^irnV tinner ortis*,' m!iIjpi4tii*H 4 Ptar-'t 

Po flir'i thte g', w-o light, ’ 

Anrt hid rh<* ‘bhor ^Vl'«0!» udor ' tho'ibi’jfcljt^ 
ilo fiproao the alrj- ooe •?! " 

AVhfji’ti bird? arc wnHrl Hith Ure-ls' oary. >. ■ • 

Then suDi; the biird h'b*^! va^onys ruA 

^Fnnri *i\c warm aH'o cUud iho TOiUnj?, sXiefs ; ' ' i 

Ho f unty how chHl d ip Hifttn- airy fl ^iu. 

Vt n 3Ca|:t4:r4 dowyt in pseariy de*< hy id^it ■, 

H ow «on)o, ra '?’d, hifi:he' . oi t in «f?a et, ,«ittiinj>« 

On Ifbc. nfK'cted p*Mn6j{'of b<iu'ud»iia h<!aTirili, 

Ttll, cliiUM with c<*ld|' they phadc the etueitlal pljiiEf 
Then on the thirfty earth descend in rain ; . ' , ■ 
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r iknn«t twcrfeii « 

Sink hsnrfllftiMg 0e air, in fleecy ct»o« : 

Wnw jiania apu« iu nftUiii ttn<i 

W<w tb i^fMTUisaiti;wf''»o«ltt4 . 

; . QjiMM'ito ; ' » 

' hud *b ' 

In fcTpt, ^v,f! thb skjf/ 

iowj^todjii b ow wi^Vt ^ 

. '• ■ 

1 o fa*f tbe sitf ; Anti.4?lfti- i ■ .« ttsani# ^ , , 

; Hqw ome, cpira{^4. gr)!y'^'wrt»afefcnt.i»ottlobuil, 

'> ill lh«i-bi!)f»Sii ot a ' * 

if tiii^ nvXfi of the ^btld \'' '/- "'i, % fi 

flUKi Hovtm'* brtfjM mwi<ti ^i3fh'dh^Watdi‘^^*-Qr ' 
.lov^ ,' v''^ 

J>tdiu ihft c»Uui« ■ ' ' 

AxmI hbvr the sijiM' of^ilaAt^ 1% ipf iiwrft bUii ;. ,> - - ? 

'4«d b«und ifetfiS?.-*'. libi b0<w«al'4, , , 

'ill! With thft SpribfV Ai<noStx*ie^^ , <\ ' 

From tire doH it lay ^ 

■ vij^ithw »pre«d|, and triads #nfc tcbmlog: miSb '■'’ /' " 

Hbftve up and ialxiitr with tlu- t^frUting birth : ' - > 

Tpii'e i^oUve 8JM(;j6«!4n vntc^ 

tw^Maaiitroagerdiam ‘ , ,, 

}♦» })fi«ii'0'»,atd««„V> hi^Mk a' way* ' « 

Tt makes ttp»t wiiiksr, 'vlitfFb *tte ftadkf to stay . .,? 

. UWttig fom d itsiiv'b?.H,bie9Sfl<>»H',]^ > 

Its* head* itti<i i« 1 tciulct plant a^e«m. 

«pr ng> tht* oati, tile iKstWyoftfeb gidve, 

"Wlidab swirf^y trtmk fler<«i storm*, can souttwly Jdovn. ' 

H cnisij ♦srOfi's <1 »je cedar, hence the twilling vino ' . ' 

IivicSi OTjitiiid the iftm it*? pcrpl? elusltars t^nne, 
licbCb painted Ssiwer^ the tmililiig gatsd^^i/b'iesfcr 

^^4JK,!*1th ihe|r,<i:%ant scertt and 
' Wpnroe '«ihtU’ liJy in full hea-uty- giov^a, 
jEleuo^the vHd«U ttii’l I'Csc ’ 

Kung henp sup-' i>«ka«is bm»d upon tl^e earth. 

And in th'^ glebe hatch such a nuiiicrnvw 
- Which w^y the genial warmth, in Suaim^ &torm6, 

Turns pdtnd vapours tb a bed'Of ♦ o'ttiS} 

. How rain. tfam»Jorih'd hr bJa p qlitk; power, ,. 

: FanefrOu) cloud, in animated Ihowerr , 

Bo pu g the bitobrj orfl growth the womb* 

4nd 1 * 0 *- the parts their varioiui'itint«'^8dme^ 
with What rare art the wemdproua strucburc^i wroU|g|it 
F( om one crude rriiasa to such perfection brought » 

That uo< part Uaetess none tnispWd we Cec, * , 

None axe toiTgoi, and more vroald r^pairtroua be. 


^ '■' ' ,'V . 

ttjSE brevity with whicb I ata to lififita Ilie aoeouat of Fiijah 
Fenton# i» not tbc oiFecti of in4i€el*eijoe or nogU^ence, I have 
Bought intolli^ouco among his relations in hSs native oountjr^ but 
liavenoiobtamodit. 
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" . ^ ♦ ’ 

W in Staffos^lxi^ ctf im wIMi 

<MO%f,^.'Tilto very coiisid^bl^.j i>irt 

being tkil!^aS)^ll«Hse88i^^ 

of'’aterd.«^'M^ ommmi 

.informed, ‘inter^ ^tlib 

^ l|g«^ >^'lilie dsad^Mi^g in 

-"^jj^ulidic empM^meni’liy td|-Qxi«4, l^4$ikiiixi^^ mtJI^^ 

4«)gm; I h«ax4fibi|l ib« «tii;Eiii^«jiiii of oMdlioa 
imprfkd him 

a? thi» pOr^dfuibi^'liC.iatcg^ ot^>%niiboi}0^ 

of exduoed £roia'^ lipxkr'i!^^ 

polity, 1 ^ Mnood to mp a SvoHMid md 

m&i M tUt hh lotjmis 

oDid aever< aiif^i^ |iipBi»lf to bo fodatod^ lUEotooMay oribt 

tiimod FoBti3la»i'diJi<Biiiiy<fiftod Hm ,wb ^noar. ' ' i,i f'/ . )>,'•' ' 

- !!%4 tliidi poei^ j^ary moi^ aooterlly 

It la iiajpowibio to tiace jpeaw fraw mat to^ ytit, wto dlioow 

»rlkat:|twiB bo titad for ,bia«upp()>it.^ Bo was a whibs «o<»Mtry' to 

iDhnxIoii o«a?l of itoe^ in ]RSia^ nadtatorto bis 

ii^efwards iiko&tioiioa biia' wttli |(teat estosm ' % 

araiil ai ano Itmov m tbo jobool of Hr* Bdirwldk in 

iiftd it ke^ aadbdol for bna^self at S^ontMika 

bo lbroi!i|[bt ^to Toputalion ; bat itraa povtiaded tb. kavo it 
by Hr* ipimp rniUk paxaiMm of a more Sioi^omblo tm- 

^yiaieiit. ' ^ ^ i- ' ' ’> 

, Bit odbaioiit;4s b^ was A#o tn^' i»()tliaV4ba!E^:fem8rk^ 
ably rigid* Ho wtoie lOlili great %m and afkdtion tbo pnaisea <if 
Que«DL Anno/and wy and tbodttke of 

Marlbononghj when be was at IboJseigfebof bk glo^. i' » y 

by an^^^tgiao 4^111^^ Bland^d^ r^ieb oonli 

bo nrOini^d oat^ by for noitber tbo dtkbn 

dtMmois$6idiodtbe pr^aja».b^ patronage^ ; ' > 

The 4«iano0 of bi» p&itxy envied him to the ooropany of tbh 
wits of bia;4t«^Md tba amitd))«aMae oi 
loved wb^i!9f^.'i^>r^ 'Of, 

Fope tbojwlisarlwifef ''^''' v;,' r' 

HOpnbli^edia $f0Tk,p(dl0K!^it^ .-K/* ; 

By Fo|^ be was pliMid in ti^niigh^bave^ba# , 

of 4abont^Sid>^^^^g Idh litamtnri^ deeted^^ 
toiwocnio b&ib an insMetory by whose bdp be in^hbastpplty^^^^ 
denotenoiaa of bis ddndatlon. Fopomonainond^ed FssKfibfb'Sa 
Craggs found all that bo was seeking. There was now a j^paet 
of ease and dieniyy tofehton bad i&ent»^and Craggs bad gmmity ; 
but the anw^pox snddetiy put an end to the pleasing eapeetation* 

Wben ¥op^ m ncm tbe 



' ,1Wto' f^ndlii^|iittot:}>kak 1f«|ii^' JijEsiiw..^.I^W^i«>''.^ ^wfe 

Iwrkk iir^ll lcn«tiiM«Wm^ irlir^Wy« 

i<>.4j^ki^i»iWi'ifteir'fiio6k^^ 
ill ^1^23 -wto iM»rfomoi:.hkvtrai|ft%: 

SonthoxTV' *^'Trho»e 
•!M>h ktiik^»fi 'htfl 
ilieirii to CI&l)«r^H 

liqioe of jftdvie^ to oi^^e liiixts^ Iti ^oitte of 

koo^ kjlmurj; % WiM ko obti^^ tlt»t eki|ii^<^ wk^ bo 
ooutd iiO{>o fraiili':bk J^trjr. *£b« ftcitod 9 ^ tine 

other Uk0«(itr4r.^ 

thoughi perbapPi not gmm^" 

profits oroaaiii to havoamomiktedte » 

be iliBi^argod ^ debt oofitmcted by bis atj^mdeoee at <)otitt. ' 
foittoii maim to havo M mmo p^iwair t>iiiaa vorsifica^mu 
Jloftemifi written in ^W0f :thom 

redumlm^t te];n»fiati<^ whlali ibe diMa iio^ 
quires, dt meAriy approadhiiig to r^al di^ogue. itiMt oflT 
ms ment is m nnilbim. tW it cannolt ba thought yet 

o^n what principle haim wkslsructed * 

The mmion of his pky. brings to my mind a very t^lng 00 - 
currence. I'en^ was one day in the bompany ot Bi^ome his 
issodata^ hod Foidl^ader^aat^ thatr tlitm t(>n l^own, 
Whomah£Utie% iiistbfi4<.of faraishuig ocmTiiiwm«x^Batsit to the 
wolupt-i^om and diiamlnH have enhhiod him to mcoei among 
the Yirttiotw and the wim» ;fhey deierniitted all to see the JTtirp 
Wm$ 0 / ll^iWron ^hieh was noted tliat> night; S^nton^ /as a 
dramatio poeti im^k them to thtatage4oeir i wh^ the door'hmper 
inquisriiiq^ who they were, was told^ 

tteoeesary meiiMFordy Broome, and fehiont ., Thet^sne iia ih^ |^y» 
which Fope restored' to 'Broojt, wat -then JBiwam ^ ^ ■ . ' 

It was perhaps alter his-play ihht ho umimto«d; tb'r&vlm the 
pnnotuatioA of^Mtion's pdeaos^ v^io^ m the'^ i^lther wiete 
the original copy not ^rmbM tha pf^ of 

amendment To this odiiM Im prefixed mideleft^ao* 
fxmnt^l HilWeli^^Uea at bnee with^ndemese and inth^y. 

’ He published likewise UW) a^ymy i^bndid ;Waller, 

with notes ^ftan nsdhl^ «nte#dmg^^lmt too iximh. mcieaded 

hy lofig qnotfidiom fmm Ciamdo drawn from a 

book so easBy consulted^ should be imado by refeiipoe rather than 
trauicriptiom ‘ // ■ 

^ Vh^ Ihtter part oi hk life Was mdsn add pleamnh The relict of 
Sb William TmmbuU Inrited hiim by Bope*s reconMmdatifin, to 

•tag«t«aitf>ai flmlff vS IfflOwm «)4 a«i» »t> 
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tended tn OamfenSdie/ The kdy aft^t^arda detained Mdi witbi 
her with ae of Ikt aecenuK He fd’ten waadefel to , 

Lon4ns^S,|ttid aihl^d ‘witli the (,mT^bation of hi«< 

ih 17-J*0, atvBsath^^toad ji^.i%M|iiref;the Aaat',:jaf'iyyv 
TfnniWl iiahd' Fop, whot^lfiid hoaa 'hojadutad'' 

liiia i4th in emtapl of, Hhe#. 

a;>' ''C"'.'' ^ 

f ^’tan was, tall and bnlkj,,, ^ eorpnlj^ee. whieh jie did. 

B’dt leesen by i»uch exorcise ; 

rdae hik> and when ho ia'd b6%« W j^apete/ ■ 

A woman that onVj lyiijWf lwiii#,a^ afen 

said, that he wwuW I'hi's, 

liowevof, was not ih^ w«?r*it .that iife^t''hja[fe pr^daiktod ;■' 
for Fop WyH. in lu<s thit ;‘ he died of indDi^be j*' bni , hii 

immediate di»imptfr,waa''the fani ' " , t 

Of hia mouh and hk n'piShrm t hi 

was nain^ .W-Vith pmiwsf and fctndhi^\,|^'a^|aan in ■ the 
highest decree luajabU and expifeui- rV^poh the charaoteT 

^iven nim % thfe-earl of Oriiry, his pupil ; fuchts thti testimony 
of Popft^; and epeh weue the Sttfctgea of all who obnbi hoMt of hi$ 
aoqnamtant^o. , ,, • , '' \.v' ■ ' '' . , • '' *; 

By a^mer.iJTi't^r of'hhr;pfe hmrf' isrtnid, which on^ht »nt 
to be forg<#tp, < He hsed, in latiet pj^dCt of tifne,- to ]K\y We 
r<da^or^ .in -vthe’douhtry a' yissiitrly "vijiit. At ab Entertain mehis mado' 
foy,ihdfehiBy,;b)r hi« fyjdei’ ln’ofeher^ he that om^f I# ' 

alatei%' who'lad, ja^dd ‘ahfo3:fchnat)Ld|> '|ras absent : and found,'' 
hp'oh , juqmfy, ih'at %d{’n\ade h<||e t%)aghV^uwoHby of in*' 
As np i^vifat d^tanew* to - wt the, 

table' fciil 8h»v waJi called,/ ^iA4i ’ w'te#ho, hnd'taW her ^koo, w.is' 
careful to 4iinv|her ' / ' '', . -^ '■' 

Hk ,ooUeetioii of foism W ho.ff fo b® ^'en^idwi ode h> 
the SiiijL in wnttttu ttpon n- eooihw pkn^ without .nncommoti 
Beutimeiits j, bitt^iis fan, It ist its length. No pocitn ahotild ' 

be ,JOng tO' etrj^fco the fancy,'-; 

witfeht enfigbtehthg’.the/ un.;k6i» preoepts, mtionr 

dnatioA, A>Ja»o.,j6i^.i: pkSfsjiea, and then - tires the 

Bight '■ ; ^ ' ' ’" 

Of pp k an oee^wennl pastoral, 

which ihiplM 'eb|»efeng nbithet^ naf^al .nw?, nritoeial, neither 
comic noj? ihriOm'' - k ■ , ' '■'" ‘ - •* v^.', ^ ^v* - ' - ' - 

The next ode jdltrogalar^ und 4^ireetiv6, Aa the.i^hH* 

mentft are pimai; they chnnot easily , be new; for what cab be aided 
to t^ics on , which ettebcjssivo ages Vve boon employed 1 , ■ 

Of the FaTapkt<u$ <ifi(^ pothing ,Tety 'fawrahle cah /|:k 
said. SubUmo and stdemh prose gams little by a change; ^,blhnK '' 
verse ; and th-q ifaraphwt has dcBoi^ixl hia original, l!)y adiniitihg 
images not, Asiatic, at ieM not Jndaiimt - 

*■ , '■■ 'V' .. ' ’'v ■^■’Refafnlng l\*ac«i/^ 

l)o^ <f 3 ^, and sob’d m 

♦Spence, 
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Oi iiit. pi llj »io ver^ trWiwgr without (luy tjimgto 

be praj«fl(I eiibejr Im thij; thought or r xprtJ^iuiU ^ it uuluefcj ^ 
hi^ oompeUtiout , the numeidlo lak with Coagreve» nadl 

cioet m>t loU it to well. i{e tr«iii^at«h 0\i4 th^ ettHito 
at l\)pe : i?ut I am aiiraB not fnk^ happiiattij'? 

1*0 ex tmiiH Jn» pseaefm^ % <bi© would ^ iWhsilt* Kfe 

tr.m<f)ation Irhui inlor 9fiU Hud IWW ir»adeia> 

while another cau hf hdd 1 1 rit|r*4t pi^a aidlTOflacd to liatti- 

bAnlo h no di^a^inrjseahW {»m5<imrrt iSilF^piiiiolary pooiry ; and Iwrf 
Olio to th« irfls hf'li^ope the t«3fl in tho 

JSugbsli to pi ^VmJta Fwataa may foo ttyled 

an Heut vejH|h< t tUM a ijood i*aot 

X har^ I'lWittm wfirrffed by Pope in a 

by wHioU hb uotu&mnloated in Byooma ^ aeceu»t of hi^ 
4i&attu ' ^ 

^ tha BrhtJim 

At rtjjwi*«5 w^atr mK&Rawjt 

** ‘ ^ V - 

py UisiigtiB# Bag J ^ 

I iirtafloi a to in tie to you cm tihi:? m^apaMy fcuhKct, ih<» d^aih 
ot P<^nto», Iwtoro t*** tswsio, hut tb h»we Inlhfak^d myisell 
ahd you of <;ireum«tftuceH of ic All i heirt* k, that hu feU % gt%- 
dtilil PiM?av,^ho fio ttvJy iu We, U «J^oJm5n» W fror tJ moijtha. 
ItWHuot, I ajrjHrt>hentled the ^ont in bn Storaadh, but I be* 
IWe lather ft csoaiphcatioa hiat oi ilroja Humotirfi, ft»ho wax na- 
turally f^«plJ)eJlt, not dnieiMiraiiff theuiis^lvftfi. m used no eoTi 
of Kxctnwc No nnin better bore apprnntkft of hb di^dution 
(•UJ I am toW' nith Um oj^fentafioh yielded up luft Being IJJie 
f^reat Mo<le«ty 3 'ou know ua« nufrttwi to him, and y« great 
f’outempt he had for all iwurta of Vanl+y h t*ftra^k}* nrier appejitredl 
mote thttum hisbo’t niomeul^ He had a con^cion^ sati4aeti<M;i 
(ho doubt) in aotivg right, iwitHirg ktueelf honest, & unure- 
teudincr to lauo than woe Mi« owu, Sh hndW* as he lired, with 
thal fiteut, >et i8nfln*»u>t» <<ntonm<'nt. 

As toaiiy i\)per«Jo1t bdiUdlnm, I d^o say theyoau be but 
iW, iVr thie reojou, he ntvur wiHe out of vamty, or thought 
mueb of the ajipiftu*«fl of luoti I Uieiv an }n<>t^neo wbrns ho did 
buiUtitntwfc hiK own mn it that way ^ ^attd !f WO join to 

tbw his naturd bofe of I fanoy we ifcuiftt exjuj^t tittle of thi«i 
norfc, at iea^t J b<»sr of ueniFisxorp^ wsme kw igrthef reiAWifke du 
WaWe*" <w»**** his oantuftUSfwirgi^ythadQ hlito l^ate an order to be 
given to Mr Touhui?) and pm h spe^ tho’ many yearn since 1 saw 
it, a IVautlatiou 0 ^ y» hrut book of flpiuaitt He bad begun a 
ifegedy of Bjon, but made small progress m it, 

4i to las other affairs, he di*vl poor, bnt honeat^ loulng no 
Debts, or Legueios, extept of a ftw pounds to 3Mi TrumbuH and 
wiy lAdj; in token of itspeel, drateftilneBs, and mutual esteciji 
I shaft with pleasure take upon raa to draw this amiable, quiet| 
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Clinstian wd in 

Hia BpitAph. Tli«re Truth niay be apokftti in u flew word« : t0 for 
Flourm k k footry^ I leave them to younger and more 

tttely Writer^ iadt aa iord writing wHting mke, k wd mther 
ahotr their own Fine Farta, y^repoH tlie TalnnMe <mm of any other 
maah So the Klegy I renounce^ ^ 

I e^dolo with yon (irom my heart, oh the lost ot 00 worthy a inan» 
and a fritokd to na bo^, 1 m ow hO h gone, 1 mnat tell yon he has 
done yon many a good oMoe, k edt your ehareoter in the feireet 
light to some who either mistook ym^ Or knew ycm not, X doubt 
not he has done the same for me. * 

Adien Let ns Imre hie Kemoty^ and proht hf hia example. I 
am sincerely, ^ 

Brim, 

^ ^ *T<mrAffeoaohate ^ 

k real SdiwaoL 

4fly.t0,1790. A. Perm 

^ < t 


6AY, 

loBx Qat^ dmmM from an old lhanly that had been long in pea* 
aesamn of the mnniir of* Qoldworlhy in Bevoiuihire, mm bom in 
1088, at or near Barnstaple, where he edaoatod by Mr. Luck, who 
taught the school of that town with good reputation, aid. a little 
before he retired from it, published a volume of Latin and Eng- 
lish verses. ^ tinder inch a master be was likely to form a taste for 
poetry. Being horn withomt prospeot of hereditary i^os, he was 
sent to London in his youth, apn placed apprentim with a silk* 
mercer. ^ 

How long he oontinuud behind the counter, or with what dextee 
of aoftneWjanddexM^ he reoeived and aocomtnodated the ladies, 
as he probably io<k m delight In telling it, is not known. The 
report Is, that he weasocn weary of eithm? the restraint er semlity 
of his oUenpation, and easily persuaded hia master to dipcdiarge 
him. 

The duchess f^C Monmouth, remarl^lbld for iiidoxtble pemeTer* 
ance in her demand to be treated as a prinoess, in 1712 took Oay 
into her seryiee as secretary ; by quitting a shop for saeh servlne 
lie might gain letsure, but ho oectainly advanced Utile In the boast 
of iudependenlw. Of hia leisnre he made so good use, that he pub- 
Hdied next year a poem on '' liural Sports/' and insoilbed it to Mr. 
Pope, who was then rising fast into reputation. Pope was pleased 
widi the honour ; and, wben he became acquaint^ with Gay, 
found Such attmctioiiB in his manners and oonyeraatien, that he 
* Oeldwertby daet not spposr in the WUuy. 



tiAatnfl to h&Td faired kim m|o kis iftiuofi oonflddnoe; mid • 
^ieodship va« formed b«tir<^n ihem wkkdi laflted to tliolr separm 
tiott by doath, witbout any known <>*> either patfc» Oaf 

wm the foneral ikvonrUe of ibe whola amMldto of wita; but ^4^ 
re^rd«4 him m; a ptay^fa^ow nit^ar jbbfW 4 partmaTi md treatoa 
him WHli more fondness tbaa ^ 

Koxt yoar ho jpfni»li»lM>d **fka Sha^wi^a aik Hogtiah 

pastamH in wbton tike ^ drawn from tH rau U^, »mk a» 

It appeam etnon^ tke nw|blm jinjifoi/a of |9n^Uh4 teim^ hm* 
don, Steolo» in aome popma of tk# ** f^mraim/* bad mamd Jkm 
brm Philips^ aa theF)^ml wHtor that ylol4odonty p{Theaf!^tn% 
Vir^I, md ^ponapjc. ^Who had sdso pnUiahed pmtcnw^j mt 

pleased to b^ ororloo^di amw np a oompariaonm hia om 
sitiona with thoae of rhIiBipa, in whhih ho covertly gave himtelf the 
|>refereno(», while he eeemed to dijSKOwn it. t7ot content with thia^ 
he is snppoeed to have Incited Oay to write **The Shenherdh 
ITeok/ to ehew that, if it neceseexj to copy nature with 
nnteneea, mral life mniit be exhibited such aa groaaneae and Igno- 
rance have made it. So Ihr the plan wae reaaonal^ I but the Fasto* 
rale are introduced by a Pro€mf written with each imitation m 
he conld obtain of owlete lanj^age, jand, by consequence, in a 
sryle that never was spoken nor wnitan in any age or in any 
pj^. 

Bnt the effect of reidHy and truth became conetncacns, even 
when the intention was to shew them grovelling and degraded. — 
These Pastorak became popnlar^ and irett teml with delight, as 
just representattona of rural mannere andoccnpatioiiB, by those who 
had no interest in the rivalry of the poets^ near k&pwledge nf the 
critical dispute. ^ ^ 

In 171d,he brought A comedy called '^Tbe Wife of Bath'^ upon 
the stage, bnt it received no applanse: he printed however, 
and seventeen years alter, having altered it, as he thought, adapted 
it moro to the JpnbUc taste, he offared it again to the town ; but, 
thouf^ he was noshed with the Success of &e ** Beggar’s Opera,” 
had tne mortifioaiaon to see it agaiti rejected. 

In the last year of Queen Anne’s life, Oay was made secreta^ to 
the Karl oi Oiamtdou, aaibai>3<9ador to the conit of Hanover, This 
was a situaticn that naturally gave htm liepos of kindness wm 
every party ; but the queen^s death put an end to her Ihvours, and 
he had dedicated hk " Bhepherd’s Week” to Belia|brok«, which 
Swift con^dered as the c4lh0j)that obstruotedallkiitanesB 0M the 
House of Ilanoven ^ 

He did not, however, omit to improve the right which hit office 
had given him to the noiieeuf the royal family. 0® the arrival of 
the Princess of Wales, he wrote a poem, And obtained »o much la- 
vomr, that both the Prince and Princess of Wales went to see his 

What d’ ye call it V* a kind of mock tragedy, in which the images 
were comic, and the action grave i bo that, aa Pope remarks, Mr. 
Cromwell, who could not hear what was said, waa at a loss how to 
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recowlo oif iiusiU^ce wiifcii tliie ^ 

.-ftijene/' ’. '• - ^ 'V‘ ' . ' ^ ' 'V’' ' 

fOf jfcliift va3no o^featnly ]>ut littlq j but it ma 

tfSto tto g'iv^i hym^ty^ 

WW by tbe 'injH .,^v3?'k|>,i>eiire>d agidtiu^t'it |ii 

; '!8lt» #b^ob«ld, 1^ man '4^j)^,rkftl>le, pfodwd » 

oaliedi " Th.<s iC^y tn tbe Wbjii id'je call it r tvhidk, «»y» 

. 'Oay, ** calls, !»« a U.p Bb_|>e a'jkwave/* 

‘ 'fin*. 'Jortiiiiic has 

; <1717) be ^^(leaveiUjdl'tM the fcee Hbura 

', after comedy! H'Tfti'efi, 

helioviiig, 'of ^'.Bcfiie ' aba Aflmtbtjot. One 

purpose of it w to brkg llitb. eoideaJpt 3)ootv-r 'Vf<i0dtvard^ tli« 
3?\>fi8iiiat:, a mia nrtt .ipeally or jiuitly the fate 

which ■ feuch t ,%6efuo m 'whicli wodw^ird wans 

directly %t\i apparently ndrooted>%^Ke intsWbijtion pf a mnmMy 
and a ctoeodtliei» eUagufttod the |udi<jnce, and the performahee was 
driven of', the at agt5 with mndemmttioii, ' ■ ; 

; pay k represented M .a man ea43y iiieited to hbi>e» and deeply 
d^reseed when hn hopes were' dieapiKdu led, Wi» fa not fhe eW- 
raster of a hero : but H may nift^ftUly imply r;dhaething gene- 
ir.il ly weldome, a mk and d vl\ ^tiibi«auon, Whoe v^‘r ia ap fc to nopo 
good from others ij!^ diligent to please them ; but he that believbs 
hia powom atrong enettgh to fbrc’O llteirow n wy, commonly tries 
only to please Itimsoif*, ; , . . 

He had been topic jpoogh to imagine that those who l&oghed 
the “ thCfortBTte of its author; 

and, fading noting dooe/|^pkiixto ti^‘je^^ tlie friends cn4ea* 
Toured to divorfc hte'" The «hrl of IJurlinglwront hilb (1716) into 
Hoybnshire; the year afW,btr* rultCnoy took hihi to Aix ,* and in 
the following year Lord llarboort inriied him to his goat; where, 
dui'ih|[ hU the two rural lows were killed with lightning, 
as ifl particularly 'toM ih ' 

Being now generally kn>>w?)tf 'h<i pobilshed (i7*40) hjla Poems, by 
sabAcrSptwn/Wfch'Wh' bo' raised a thoukhd poumda; ' 
and , callej|’'Ma' .fpiimds 'to whjit lie might be best 

aiJide of $t^'lieiW%''the st[twa)l4 of X»oi?d 0«tm‘d,;'advi!*cahim to' In- 
trust it toTgfivIdenoe And liTe upon the prlhoSpai;; |‘ope directed 
him, imdlpBaecituded by fSmftr tO’phJ'o^^^«tii,|ii|nnity* ' 

' O-ay year, h,ad;n‘r^We?»t frotn >onng Cr^iga of 

ftome Sont|«fee>^ eWfck, and -once su#'osed hihfiaelf tob^^masier oi* 
twenty thousand poumfe. Ills frieiios p6Ji><niidod him id sell hia 
share; baft he dreaTinid'of dignity and iplomihdr, 'e/nd 
bear to obstru^ hJiSr OWiri fortaua Jlo wan then impifrinned ip sell 
a» Vouch aa wtmld tmrehase a hnodred a year for life, says 

Ponton, '^will myte you sure of It clean blurt and a shoulder of 
mutton ev^iy This oounW! was' rejected: the profit and 

prirndpal were losi, and '(hy sunk under the calamity so lew that 
his life hecame In^ danger. 





By the care of hia friends^ asmng whom Pope appears to hare 
ihefrn particular tendeniefla, his Jiealth was restoTed ; and ref unx- 
ixkg to hin Rttidies, ho wro+e a traj'edv called **Tht Vapiivis,^' which 
he was invi*ed to read before the Princess of WaU s, ‘W hen the 
hour came, he satv the pnneess^ and her ladies aU in expect alion 
and advancing with' reverence* too great for any other atttniion, 
stninbied at a Ktool, iiiid /aPlng foi wards, threw down a weighty 
Japan screen. The priiiccfcS rntfed* the ladies screamed* and poor 
Gay, after all the disturbance* was **tiU to read the play. 

The fate of which waa acted at Drurydane in 

1723-4, I hnow notj but he now thought hixoselfin favour, and 
undertook (172t^ to write i-Toluaiie oi Fables for the improvement 
of the young Duke of Cumberland. For tWs he is said to have 
been promised a reward, which he had doubtless magnified with all 
the wild expectations .of indigence and, vanity. 

Kext year the pdfice and ptincem beettme king and queen, andl 
Gay was to be grtiat uud h#^ppy ; but uphu the settlenu.nt of t ho 
household be found hirnselTgentiomen usher to the pHnoesh Louisa. 
By this mefesugo he thought himself insulted, and sent a message to 
the queen that he was too old for ijbe place. Tbero :s#‘cm to have 
bmi many machipations employed after wwL in bis favour; and 
diligent court was paid to Mrs. B[t»w?ird, aflcrwauhcouTitrss of Siif- 
folk* who w'Hs much beloved by the king and queen, to engage I>er 
interest hr liis promotion; but solicitations, verses, atul tlatteries, 
wore thr<nvu away; the lady heard them, and did nothing,' , 

All the pain which he suffered from the ne;;kct, or, as he por^ 
hapiv termed it, the ingratitude of the court, may be suppofjed t(» 
have been driven away by the nnesxaniplwl BU'Ocesi^ oi the 
O/vm. ThU ptuy, writtHu in ridiqule of the musical Dalian 
Drama, was flri»fc oil’ered to Cibber and his brothoro at Drury Lane, 
axid rejiictod; it being iiven c.arried to Eich, had the effect, as was 
ludicrously said, ot Gay ac/f and Kieh ffm/. 

Of this lucky piece, us the reader amuot brtf/ wish to kilbw' the 
origin nnd }>rogves^, I have iiisertcd the relation which Bponee 
has given in Pope’s works. « , 

*'‘X)r. Swift had been observingonce to Mr, Gay, wh&t an odd 
.pretty sort of tiding a yewgatc PastoT-al might make. Gay was in- 
cUnod 1,0 try at such thing for pou>c time ; but afterwiirds thfjughfc 
it would Ui better to write a comedy on the Pfiine plan, This Vfm 
wlmt gavq rise %o the '^i5eggiir‘.s Opera*' lie began on it; and 
when first ho nuuitiouod it D^Bwift, the doctor did not much liixc 
the project. As he carried it «n, he shewed vhat he wmte to both 
of us; ;md wo now and then gave a comotiou, rtnd a word or two 
of a<lvice; but if a as wlu Uy (4 hw own w riling,-** When it WH-r 
done, neither of us thought it would succeed. Wo shewed it l-o 
Congreve* wlio, after reading it over, #^Rid. it would either take 
greatly, or bo damned coufoaudodly,*-“Wc wOro nil. st tho ffi*st 
night oi it, in groat , mumtainty of the event; till we were very 
much encouraged by overheftring the Duke of Argyle, who Sit in 
th« next box to U9* #ay, * It will do— it miwi do I I sw» it in th* 
%}. 
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eyes of iliem/ Thlg was a good while before the first act WAS over# 
and so gave us ease soon ; for that duke {hosides his good taste) 
has a particular knack, as any one now living, in discovering th« 
taste of the public. He waa quite right in this, as usual; the 
good nature of the audience appeared stronger every act, and ended 
in a clamour of applause.'* 

Its reception is tniis rewded in the notes to the “Dunciad t” 

** This piece was received with greater applause than was ever 
known. Besides being acted in London slxty«three days Without 
interruption, and renewed the next season with equal , applause,, it 
spread into all the greats towns in Bnglaud ; was played Jn many 
places to the thirtieth and fortieth time ; at Bath and Bristol fifty, 
ka. It made its pmgreSs into Wides, ScdtlWd, and Ireland^ where 
it was peformed twenty-four days successively. The ladles carried 
about with them the faVoUrite songs of it in fans, and houafis were 
fumi<$bed with it in screens. The fame of it was not confined to 
the author only. The p(»raon Who apted Pulhj, till then obscure# 
became all at once the favourite of the town ; her pictures were 
engraved; and sold in great numbers; her Lift written, books of 
letters and verse.s to her published, and pamphlets made even of 
her sayings and her jests. Furthermore, it drove out of England# 
(for that season) the italian Opera, which had carried all beftre it 
for ten years.’’ 

Of this performance, when it was written, the reception was dif* 
fereut^ according to the different opinions of its readers. Swift 
commended it for the excellence of its morality, as a piece that 
** placed all kinds of vice in the etremgest and most odious light 
but others, and among tfem Doctor Herring, aUerwords archbishpp 
of Canterbury, censured it as giving eucouragement not only to 
vice but to crimes, by rnakibwa highwayman the hero, and diamisfl- 
Tng it at last unpunished. It has been even said, that, after the 
exhibition of the ** Beggar’s Opera " the gangs of robbers were evi- 
dentlyfrnultipliad/ 

Both these deciriong are surely exaggerated. The play, like 
many others, Was plainly written only to divert, without any moral 
purpose, and is therefore not likely to do good : nor <,*an it be con- 
ceived, without more )»pecdlation than life requires and admita, to 
be productive of much evil Highwaymen or house-breakers seldom 
frequent the play-houso, or mingle in any elfegant diversion ; nor ir 
it po'^sible for any one to imagine that hd cai^ rob with skfety, be- 
cunna heaees Macbeath reprieved upon the stage; 

This objection, however, or aome^ other rather political than 
roovrii, obtained luudi prevalence, that when Gay produced a second 
part under the letme of *' Polly.'’ it was ]>rohibited by the Lord 
Cnnmbt*rlHiTJ ; and he was Forctd to recompense his repuLe by a 
anH&eription, which wa'^ sahi to have been so liberally beM^wed, 
that what MS? cvillcd oppre«Mion ended in prolit, The pubHoation 
wad so much favoured, that though the first part gained him four 
huu<ired pounds, neat thrice as much was the profit of the second.^ 

♦Spence. 





ltd receired ydt dnoilidr i^oompdcise for iinn BUpposed lidrdlship^ 
in the aJFectionatc attention of the Duke and Duchees of Queena- 
huiy, into ivhose houae he was taken, and -Tiffith whom he passed the 
remaining part of his life. The duke, considering his want of eco- 
nomy, undertook the management of his money, and gave it to him 
as he wanted it.* But it is supposed that the discountenance of^the 
Court sunk deep into his heart, and ^ve him more discontent than 
the applauses or tenderness of his IriendB could overpower, He 
fioon fell into his old distemper, an hahitual cholic, and languished, 
though with many Intervals of ease and cheerfnlneas, till a violent 
fit at last seized him, and hurried him to the grave, as Arbuthnot 
reported, with fiiore pr^pltance than he had ever known. He died 
on the 4th of December, 173!2, and was buned in Westminster 
Abbey. The tetter, wMch brought an account of his death to 
Swift, was laid by for some days unopened, because when he re- 
ceived it he, was impressed with the precon^iion of some misfor- 
tune. • 

After his death was published a second volume of Fables, more 
political than the former. His opera of AchUks was acted, end the 
profits were given to two widow sisters,, who inherited what he left, 
as his lawful heirs; for he died without a will, though he had 
gatheredf three thousand pounds. There as appeared likewise 
under his name a comedy called the "Distrest Wife,** and the 
** Eehoarsal at Ootham," a piece of humour. 

The character given him by Pope is this, that "he was a natural 
man, without deugn, who spoke what he thought, and just as he 
thought it;*' and that "be was of a timid temper, and fearful of 
giving offence to the great which Caution however, says Pope, 
was of no tivail.:j: 

As a poet, he cannot be rated very high. He was, as 1 once heard 
a female critic remark, "of a low order.'* He had not in any great 
degree the mens (Unnior, the dignity of genius. Much however 
must be allowed to the author of a new species of composition, 
thongh it be not of the highest kind. We owe to Gay the Ballad 
Opera ; a mode of comedy which at first was supposed to delight 
only by its novelty, but has now, by the experience of half a ceoi, 
tury, been found so well accommodated to the disposition of a popu- 
lar audience, that it is likely to keep long possession of the stage. 
Whether this new drama was the product of judgment or of luck, 
the praise of it must be given to the inventor ; and there are many 
writers read with more reveAnce, to whom such merit or originality 
cannot be attributed. 

His first performance, the "Eural Sports,” is such as was easily 
planned and executed ; it is never contemptible, nor ever excellent. 
The Fa7i is one of those mythological fictions which antiquity de- 
livers ready to the hand, but which, like other things that lie open 
to every one's use, are of little value. The attention naturally re- 
tires from a new tale of Venu% Diana, aud Minerva. # 
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Hia Fables seem to have been a favonrite work ; foiv bftTing pnb* 
lished one volume, he left another bwhiiid him. 01 this kmd of 
Fables, the authors do t^ot appear to have formed any distinct or 
settled hotiom Fhf^drus evidently confounds them vfith^^tahi; 
mxd CNty both udth Talm and AlkgoHcfLi J^tisopopmas. A Fahk 
or Ap0U§^iMj sueh as is nov xmder .oonsideratitm, seems to bo, in its 
genuine state, a narrative ih vrluch . beings irrational, uiid w^me- 
times inanimate, loyttniari /t/vt, at e, for the 

|>utpose ef moral instruction, feimted in. uot and speak tviih human 
interests and passions. To thia defcriptto.tlm onmpositioim of Uay 
do not always conform. For a Fable ho gives now and tjion a Tale, 
or an abstracted Ail^Ty ; and from some* by whatever name they 
may be called, . It ipill bo diftioult to extract any moral principle. 
They are, hcwefeiL Idd with liveliness ; the versiheation is timooth ; 
and the diction* though how and- then a little, oonat!i*ained by the 
measure or the Thymf^ ia generally ha^py. 

To Trivta may be flowed all that it claims; it k sprightly, vari- 
ons, and pleasant. The subject k of ^at kind which Ony was by 
nature ^ualided to adorn J yet some of his decorations may be justly 
wished away. honest blacksmith might have doue for Faify 
what is performed by Vuicais. The appearance of Oknema is uau- 
ceous and superduous ; a shf^o-hoy could have produced it by the 
casual coh^bitionpr more mortals. Horace’s rule is broken in both 
cases; there is no dignm nndu$ mdiu, no difficulty tlwtt reqinrod 
any eupcarnatumj interpoRition. A pattern tnay h« mtAe by the 
hammer of a mortal ; and u baRtard may bo dropped by a human 
strumpet. On great occasions, and on smull, the mind is repeUed 
by usdess and apparent falsehood. 

Of his little Foams the public judgment seems to be right; they 
are neither much e^eemed, nor totally despised, The t'tory of the 
Apparition is borrqwcd from one of the talo^ of l^o^glo- Those tliat 
please least are tho pieces to ivhicU (/ulhvar oeoaHiou ; for who 
can much delight in the echo of ^n ufioalural iicUon 1 

/Jionc IB a counterpart to and Paatur F<.Uo, and other 

trifles of tlie same kind, ftasily h»Al^atcd, and unworthy of imitation. 
What the Italmw^ ^11 comedies from a b^^ppy concludon, Gay culls 
S tragedy from a mournful event rbpt !>fylc of the Italians and 
of Gay is, equally tragrcfth Tharc k somethitig in the pootioal 
ArcaLlik so remote fr'jjn known reatily and spooulativo p<^ibility, 
that we can u^er sti;)port its representation through a long work. 
A pastox'al of an buHdrod Ihiesmpy be endured ; but who will hear 
of sheep and gohH ki‘d hiyrtk btfwexi^lUid purling riyulcU, through 
five acts'* Such wcuos pl«a«« barbariarifi in the dawn of literature, 
and children in the dawn of Efo,; but will bo for the moat part 
thrown away* as men grow wise^ ahd nations grow learued. 
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OtEA'KTitLK. 

Of OBoEGtj OftAirWLLiB, Of, an oibera or 0remtlk, 

alWt^airdii) lonl Land»d:«wn of Bidefotd, In the c6tiiity of 
less is known than his name and high rank might give reikaon to ex- 
].ect, Be Wn abtottt 1667, the son of Benifttd GrflhnviU©^ Tiirho 
, 1S718 entrusted by Monk Drith the' moat prival*. fetawotions of tho 
Ke«t oration, and the gtahdsoh: of Sur Botll Greonvilie, who died in 
the King’s oanfto* afc the battle of Landudowne, ■ 

Ills early edik'sation was Hnoerint ended by .Sir. Willkni KllSej and 
hia proems sueh that hj^fOre the age of "twelve he was sent to 
Cumhridffe, nhere he pnmoimced a copy, of his own verses to the 
prinoess Mary d'Bsto of Modena, then duchess of Ifork^ when she 
irtsited the university; ’ * 

At the acet'saion of king *Tamea, being now eighteen, he ^in 
exerte d his poetical powem, a^ld addressed the new ii>onarch in three 
short piecos, of winch the hcKt i« protanei, and the two othoi^# such 
as a boy might be expected to produce ; but he' was, coin)i»‘?.nded ^ 
Waller, wlio perhaps was pleased to hud himself iteitated in idx 
lines, Which, titotigh they begin with nonsense and end in dttllMs^ 
excited iu the young author a rapture of acknowledgment;- 

In numbers such as WaUer'ff self might hSfi. 

It was probably about this time that he wrqte the poem.io the 
earl of IViterboroughiA upon the of the Duke of York’s 

lUHrriage wit h liie PrinoesH of Moderm, whoso charms appear to have 
gatfu'd ti ir^trung prevalence over his imagination, and upon whom 
nothing ever hits been charged but imprudent piety, an intemperate 
and misguided xeal for the propagation of Popery. 

However faithful Uninville might have been to the King, or how- 
ever enamoured of the Q,ueeit, he has loft no reason for supposing 
that be a]‘iirs)Vi:d either the nnifides or the tdolenoe with which tiie 
King’s religion was insinuated or thtruded. Hp endeavoured to be 
true at ouce to ihc King and to the Church. ’ , , 

Of this re^ukted byaltydiC has transmitted io poster^ lit isuffi- 
dent proof, in the letter which he wrote to hk i&thbr ahout ft month 
before the Prints of Orange landed. , , ; . 

^^Mar, near Do/ic'aik^f OH, 6 , 1088 . 

** To the Honourable Mr., Barnard Oranville, at the Earl of Bathe’s, 
St. James’s. 


'^Su, • 

Your having no prospect of obtaining a commission for me, can 
no way alter or cool my desire at tms important juncture to 
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milled my in aomo maimor or ^^er, for my King tM my 
countjy. , 

**l oamot hm living imder the reproach of lying obsoiwo an4 
idle, in a ipoontay retireinent, when oyo]^ man has the least 
sense of hcmoiir should be for the ield. ^ i; 

"You may remember, Sir, with what relttckuce I submitted to 
your commands upon Monmouth’s r&heUiOu, when uo importunity 
oould prevail with you to nemit the to leave the academy : I waa 
too young to be haaarded ; but, give me leave to say^ it is glorious 
at any age to die for one’s couut!^;; and the sooner, the nobler the 
sacrifice* 

. "lam now older by ^ee years* My uncle &£the was not so old 
when he was left atdoug the slain at Kowbury ; nor you yourselft 
Sir, when you made your esc^e from your tutor’s, to join your bro» 
thcr at the defence of Soilly^ * 

"The same cause has now come round about again. The King 
has been misled; let those who have ndsled him ne answerable for 
it. Kobody can deny but he is sacred in his own person ; and it Is 
evety honest man’s duty to defend it. ^ 

"You ore pleased to say, it is yet doubtful if the HoUanders are 
rash enough to make such an at^xnpt ; but, be that as it will, 1 
beg leave to insist up<»n it, that 1 may be presented to his Majesty, 
as one whose utmost ambition it is to devote his life to his service, 
and my country’s, after the example of all my ancestors. 

"The gentry assembled at York, to agree upon the choice of re- 
presentatives for the county, have prepared ,an address, to assure 
his Majesty they are ready to sacrifice their Hves and fortunes for 
him upon this and all other occasions; but at the same time they 
humbly beseech him to give them such magistrates as may be agree* 
able to the laws of the land ; for, at present, there is no authority 
to which they can legally submit, 

"They have been beating up for volunteora at York, and the 
towns adjacent, to supply thej^iments at Hull ; but uobody will 
list 

By what I cam hear, every body wishes well td the King; but 
they Would be glad his ministers were hanged. 

"The winds continue so contrary, that no landing can be so soon 
as was apprehended ; therefore 1 may hope, with vonr leave and as- 
sistance, to be in readiness before any action can begin. 1 beseech 
yovi. Sir, most humbly and most earnestly to add this one act of 
indulgence more to so many other ten .'imonies which 1 have coin* 
stantly reoeivod of your goodness ; and be pleased to beUcve ma al- 
ways, with tbc utmost duty and submisaion, Sir, t ^ ' 

Your most dutiful son, , 0 ^ 

and most obedient servant, 

Gao, GBAavxwws,”,,-. 

Through the whole reign of king WilBam he is supposed to have 
lived in literaiy retirement, and indeed had some time few 
other pleasures but those of study in his power. He wtiS| as the 





mi 

biogmplii»« ohime, tlid yonti^r bob of & ^fotiBi^er brother ; A do* 
nomination by whioh onr anceatow prorerbially eatpressed the low- 
est state of penury «md dependence. He la said, howerer, to have 
preserved himBetf at this time from disgraoe and difficulties by 
economy, which hefCt^otorneglLeptedin life mote advanced, and 
in better fortune. ' ' " ' ■ / 

About this he became enatnonred of the couhteai of Kewburgh, 
whom he has odebmted with so much ardour by the name of Mira. 
He wrote verses to her beffire hC was three-and’twenty, and may 
be forgiven if he regarded the face more than the mind. Poel» are 
iometimeB in much haste to praise. ' 

In the time rOtiremohi it is probable that he composed his 
dramatic pieces, 4he "Sbe-gallants'^ {acted 16£fh,) which he revised, 
and called “Once a I/over and always a Lover;" "the Jew of 
Tonxce/* altered from Shidsespeare's “ Merchant of Tehice” (16^8 j) 
** Heroic Love,^ a tragedy 1701 ;) ‘^The British Enchanters** (1706,) 
a dramatic poem ; and “ Bficua and Thetis,” a masque written to 
accompany “The Jew of Venice.” - ^ 

The comedies which be has not printed in his own edildon of his 
works, 1 never saw ; Once a Lover^jand always a Lover,” is said to 
be in a great degree indecent and gross. Granville could not ad- 
mii’C without bigotry j he copied the wrong as well as the right 
from bis mastem, and may be supposed to have learned obshenity 
from Wycherley, as he learned mythology from Waller. 

In his “Jew of Verne©," as Howe remarks, the character of 

Shylock** is made comic, and we arc prompted tio laughter iniitead 
of detestation. 

It i« evident that “ Heroic Lowf* was written, and presented on 
the stage, before the death of Dryden. It is a mythological 
tragedy, upon the love of Agamemnon and Ohryseis, and therefore 
easily sunk into neglect, ihtmgh praised in verse by Drydeu, and in 
prose by Pope. 

It is concluded by the wke Ulysses with this speech : 

F«te holds tlic strlngfi, and ineh liko children tnova 

But as they’re led ; success is from shove. , , 

At the accession of queen Anne, having Ihis fortune improved by 
bequests from his father, and his uncle the earl of Bath, he was 
chosen into Parliament for Eowey. He soon after ^gaged in a 
joint tranelation of the Jiivectm» apamst Philip, with a design^ 
surely weak and puerile, df turning' the thunder of Bemoathenes 
updn the hmd of Louis. 

He afterwards (in 1706) had his estate again augmented by an 
inheritance from his elder brother, Sir Beville Granville, who, as 
he returned from the government of Barbadoes, died at sea. He 
continued to serve in Parliament ; and in the ninth year of queen 
Anne, was chosen knight of the shire for Com wall. 

At the memorable change of the ministry (1710,) he was made 
06cretary at war, in the place of Mr. Eobort W^pole. 

Next Tear, ^e v^ejetise vC P»tT stade twelTO peen in a 
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Mr. Uratt^lU beoftm^ Lord Landadown Btti^n BidoforiS; ^7 a 
pwjiaotlon joiitly remarked to be aot it^tidiona, becSanee be was the 
heir of a family in which two peerages, 'that of iho eari of Bath and 
Lord GranviHe of Potheridge, had lately becs^me' ektinot. Being 
now hi||h itt the Queen ‘s favour, be {171^)' was aptxautod oomptrol- 
ler Of tlm botmhold, and a privy c.muAeU*!^; nnd to his other hoh« 
onre wsw added the dedication of Pope'is He was 

ftdyaneed next yeat’ to Ije Of the h^nseiold. " 

Of these favours ho aoon lost hB bat his title ; for at the aooes^ 
fiion of King George Ilia place was given to the Karl of Cholmonde^ 
ley, and he was persecntod with the rest of his party. Having 
protested agaiiHtthe bill for a^intihg Otmond aifd BoHngl)roke, 
he was, after the insurrection ^ Scotland, seized Htpt. 2 d, 171.5, as 
a suspected man, and condnedin the Tower till 17l7, when 
he was at last released, and restored to hi« seat in Parliament ; 
where (1719) ho made a very ardent mid animated speech against 
the repeal of the bill to prevent Ocuasltmal Conformity, wMoh, 
however, though it was then printed, he hns not insmted info hii 
worH ‘ ^ ^ ' ' ’ ' ' ‘ , 

Some time afterwards (about 17^2,) being perhaps embarrassed 
by his profusion, he went into foreign countries, with the nistual 
pretence of recovering his health. In this state of leisare and re- 
tirement, be received the first Voltimo of Barnet's history, of which 
he cannot be supposed to have approved the general tendency^ and 
where, he thought himfself able to detect mme particular falsehoods. 
He therefure undei*took the vindication of General Monk from 
some oalmnaies of l>r. Barnet, and some mlsrepreaenlatitms of Mr. 
Bchard This wa*j aws wared civilly by Mr. Thomae Bamct»#nd Old- 
mi*of» ; and more roughly by Or. Collwiteli 
Hi'4 other historical performance is a defence ^of his relation Sir 
Eichard Greenville, wnom Lord Clarendon* has shewn in a form 
very naamiablc. So much is urged in thk apology to many 
actions that have been represented as otBpame, and to pHlliate the 
rest, that the reader is reooucii^ for tbo greater part ; and it is 
made very probable that Clarendon wSk by personal enmity dispos- 
ed to think the worst of GroenvUle, os Gi^ernvillo was akp very will- 
ing to think the worst, ^Clareudoru' Titese pieces were publiehed 
at his return to Englafiff^ 

Btiing now, desiridus to concltide hie labours^ and enjoy his re- 
putation, he publkhed (17.12) a very beautiful and splendid edition 
of his works, in which he omitted wht^ he difiappitovhd^ and en- 
larged what scorned deficient. ‘ ' 

He now went to C(mrt, and was kiiidly received by Queen 
Caroline ; to wliom' and to the princess Anne, he presented hiS 
works, with vercie® on the blank leaves, with whmh no concluded 
his poetical labours. 

Ha died in Hsnover-square, Jan. Sfi, l785^ having a few days ba- 
fore buried hia wife, the lady Arme TiUiers, widow to Mr. Thynne^ 
by whotJi he had four daughters, but no son. 

Writers commonly derive their reputation from their works ; but 
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, there m witoi which owe theft terniMm te the ehaiiefiet rf the 
, writer. The public BOJtietimee hee It^ ^teUFOurltee, whcm it 
,for ene spedee of, exceireuce ^iik the boueuia iue to anther. 
IVojn hioi whom we reyereiice hie Jbettetcehce we not Wil* 
liog^y withhold the j>riiiee of g^aihuii & wuni^ of exatied Iceitit he* 
comoe at once an ae^iocipliehed Wiiter> ee a heawtf ^no great 
diihctilty in parsing' for a' wit , ■ „► 

OranviUe wfUJ 'a njaii iliaiitnoaft hi hie blrfeh, ahd therefore at^ 
traced notice; ein'oe heie he must 

be wuppoBC# elegant in. hi^'3Mnx^ei«; a®4 gehiMially loved > he Was 
Jn time** of and fnt;]bntiJenQa eteMy to hit party ^andebtaSiied 

that )aft<ji?ih;w|ic'h Is' , 4 j<^f^tcn| 0 fTed ppou* 'fimntsa' aiid' ooiwm- 
tenoy.’' With^^oae adva^n^Wjjgee, hayhig'''ifcriied toliMi; of versify^ 
iiig, „ he hhp»lf a pnot ; ihd hie claim ntb l|hf ;Wrei waa 

lowed.' ',;/' v'/' , «' ■; ! ', ., . ■' ' ^ 

H jjut,by'acrlfcio;4f a lat^* generation, who take* up hla hook 
without any (ayohrahle pr^ the praise .already received will 

))e thmight anIQSeieut ; for his worka do not theW him to have had 
much oomprebeaRion from natiire, or njeminaiion from lear^eg. 
lie to haKC had ho amldtlon above the imitation df Waller, 
of w|mm.(lie h:;fi h^pied.thc faults^ *4^ very litfile’ more. i» for 
ever amusing with the puerilities td* mythology i hla King 

ia JupHpr, who^ H the <^ucen (diildren, has a" barren 

*Ttine. The (iuoen is c^iponndea of, ;yewcs>.aud Minma. 
11x6 p^»cm oii the dik-hesc of (iraftou’s law-sisiti after havhig rattled 
awhile with Jnrjo and Palla», Mars an,d Coj^iopCj IjJiobe, 

and the yiopitides, llerculOM, Jdinos,.aad Bhadamimthijftji; at last 
com;! folly with profummei^^ 

His relies to Jliru, which are 'most fir^aefttly mentioned,, have 
little in tht-m of < it)ier mV or of the Featiments of a lover, 

ox ilio jarignogo of a poot * there may be ibuml, now and thm, a 
happier effort ; but they are cpmjftonV fooble and unaffectihg, or 
forced and extravagant. . 

liisliLtio pieges arc seldom ciiuor sprightly dr elegant, either 
keen or weighty. They aie iriiiga written by idkhoas, and pubBeh- 
cd by vatdty. But his Brologoos and KpHogu^ have a just dlfidm 

to i>raiaev , -ij-v. '; - 

' The Progress of Beauty" seenxB one of pi rn^it elabo|fat€ 
and h not defjcleat in apleudour a4»d gaiety h but mcxit of 
thongbfc is wanting. Us highest ptm& 5# the" spirit with 
which by colofcatcs king J5|wnos’ oonsort, oho wal,a <iwen no 
Wiiger. ' ^ ^ 

The Essay On unhdUtild.llights ht .Poeirv** is not melepnt 
npr injudicious, aatd w Bopacthing of vigbii® ,W^®d most of his 
olUor perfomaniiCiH ; his brep^lis* are ju^t^ ,||n4 jhi^ oautions proper ; 
they are iudeed not new, bf t m a didadt.jc novelty is to bo 
expected only in the tn^iaments and illustiM^. IIis poetical 
precepts are aooompauied with agreeable arid im^truotive notes. 

Tho Masque of ** Pcltms and Thetis” baa here and ^here a 
t \ ' : . , 2 4 , , w , ■ ' 
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pretty line : but it U not always melodiousi aoA tbe (xmetuaioii is 
wretcbeil* 

la Mb ** British Enchanters” He has biddleu defiance to all ohro- 
uologWi by oonlbunding the inconsistent mannerB of different ages ; 
but walo^e has often the air of Bryden's rhytning plays ; and 
his are lively^ though not very comet. This isi 1 thinh^ fisr the 
best of his works ; foTi if it has many Ikults^ it has likewise passages 
which are at least pretty^ though they do not to any high no- 
gtee of excellence* 


TABBED* 

TnoKis Yatptn* the shcth son of Mr. TaHen of Snisex> was 
bora in the city of Exeter in 1671. Haring been educated in the 
gramuMM^echool belonging to Magdalen CoUege in Oxford, he was 
in i6s)(), at the age of ninoteon, admitted ^mmoner of Magdalen 
Hall, under the tnition of .lotdoh PoUen, a man whose name is still 
remembered in the uni verity. He became next year one of the 
soholara of Magdakm OollegCi where he was distinguished by a luoky 
accident 

It Was his turn, one day, to pronounce a declamation ; and Br< 
Hough, the president, hap^ning to attend, thonghttheoomposition 
too good to Jbe.'the epeakera.^ Borne time .after, the doctor finding 
him a little irregularly busy in the library, set him an fi>r 

punishment; and, that heymight not be deoeired by anjPiurtlfice, 
locked the door. Talden as 'it happened, h&d been lately reading 
on the subject giren, and produced with little difilculty a Qi(kinpoif 
tion which so pleased the president, that he told him fcnner 
suspicions and promised to fkvour him. - . ^ 

Among hia contemporaries % the collc^ were Addison and 
Sachevurell. men who were in vhoae tim.^ friends, and who both 
adopted Talden to their intimacy. Yalden continued, throughout 
his life, to think as probably he thought at fimt, yet did not forfeit 
the friendship of AadbMm.‘ ’ 

When Hamur was takop by king William, Talden made an ode. 
There new wae^ny peign more celebrated by the ^^loets than that 
of William, who had very little regard for aonfe himself; but hap? 
pened to employ ministers who pleased Imemstlfes with, the praise 

Sf this ode mention is made in a humorous poem of that 
called “Yho Oxford Icaureat f’ in which, after many claims had 
been made and rejected, Talden is roprasented. as d^anding the 
laurel, and as being called to his trial in«t€»d of reoei^g a re- 
ward. ■ ''r- ' 


Bh crime was for being t fidon in vene, 
And pfiasntmg hU theft to ftf 





Tli« jSttt W n irie% ttot imeoniiBOh dr loftrce, 

But tb« Uert wa« un Impudeot thing , 

Ynt wbnt bn Inui storn wits so littlis worth otcttBbgp 
Tb«7 forgavtj him the damage «nd cost. 

Had he ta'cn the whold ode, as he teoh It pieoe aiealhigi 
They had fin’d him Ind ten pence at most* 

The jpoet iv'hcMn he woe eiiAr^ed with robbing mi Clonmve, 

He mrrote another ^oem on the death of the Bake of Gloaoeeter. 

In 1700 he became fellow of the college ; and next year^ entering 
into Ordere, wa« presented by theioclefcy with a living in Warwick- 
shire, oonsietent with the fellowehipi and chosen lecturer of moral 
philosophy, a "^eiy honourable ofidoe. 

On the acoesslon of queen Anne he wrote einother poem ; and is 
said, by the author of &e " Btogranhia,*' to have declared himself 
of the party who had the honourtmle distinction of High-eburch- 
men. 

In 370^ he was received dnto the family of the Duke of Beaufort. 
Hext year he became doctor in divinity, and soon after resigned 
his fellowship wnd leoture ; and, as b tokeo of his gratitudO} gave 
the (xillege a plcturb of their found^. 

He was iti£de rector of Chblton «xld OleanvUlo, two «4joimng 
towns and banehees In Hertfordshire; and had the prebends, or 
sinecures, of Beans, llaitcs, and Pendies, in Beronshire Hi* bad be* 
fore been chosen, in 100$, preacher of Bridewell Hospital, upon the 
resignation of Dr. Atterbury. 

From this time he seems to have led a quiet and inofTenaive lifSi 
tm the clamour was raised about Atterburys plot, Bvery loyal eye 
was on the watch for abetters or pertafcclps of the horrid conspiracy ; 
and Br, Talden, having some acquaintanoe with the bishop, and 
being IhmDIariy oonversant with Kelly his secretary, fell under 
BusproiOA, and was taken into oustody. 

Upon his examliiation ho was oharaed with a dangerous coires* 
ponaem^e with Kelly. The correspondence ho acknowledged ; but 
maintained tliat it had no treasonable tendenoy. His papers were 
seized ; but nothing wa!» found that could fix a crime upon him, ex- 
cept two words in his jiooket-book, tkoroa^k p^ced doctrine. This 
expression the imagination of his examiners had impregnated with 
treason, and the doctor was enjoined to explain. Thus pressed, he 
told them the words had lain unheeded In his pockef book from 
the time of queen Anhe, and that he was ashamed to give an ao« 
count of them ; but the tv^ was, that he had graitified hjs curiosity 
one day, by hearing Baulet in the pulpit, and those words 

were a memorial hint of a remarkable sentenoe by which he warned 
hia congregation to '^beware” thorough* paced doctrine, *Uhat 
doctrine which» ecming in at ear, tbrangh the head, and 
goes out at the other.*’ 

Kothing worse than this appearing in hSs papers, and no eridence 
arising against him, he was set at Ilber^. 

It will not be supposed that a man of his character attained high 

dignities in the Chuxch ; but hf utiU retmuad the friendship, and 
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firequenied the cottWaatien of a very iittWieroiis «Bd tpleikdid mt 
of aot|iiaiiitaiioe. He died July 16, l730» ,m the ddth year of hie age* 
Of his poeraej ruany are of that irtegulaF Mad, which, whea he 
formed hia pascal charaofeer, waft ffujoi^oeed to be Piaijano, Hay^, 
ing j^ed his attention on Cowley ae a model, he haa attemp<M9d ih 
Borne aoft to rival him* aiid hae n^tten a ♦*Hvmn to 
evidently as a oountefT>art to Cwloy’e ** Hymn to Light/' , 

^iB hymn seeirm to be his beat p^rformatica^ and is, for tnemoflt 
pari, imagined with gwiiat vigour, and expressed with great pro-; 
priety. I will not transcribe ih. The seven hrst atenasas ate good ; 
but the third, fourth, and seventh; tlm belt; the ei|hth seems 
to involve a 0Oiitradjicdj4)(i ; th« tenth la extiuisitely beautiful ; the 
thii t-jentsb, fourteenth , abd hfloenth, are partly mythoiogical, and i 
partly religious, and thert^ore uot.anitable to each other i he might 
better have made the whoja maroty pMloab 3 ,)hjcal. 

There, bre two &tani»ai9 in th^., poem where V|flden may be bus* 
pecUd, though hardly eohvioted, hav^ig cotni^ted 
a4 Wowertvs, in the i^^th stanza, whioh aiwemiu some 

sort to these lines : ' ' ^ 

' TUtt«b6prfe<?«thij«ternianui«jltteea<b^ . 

vl1^ crrarenmia daf i]pHe!(UrS flKurilj 
M«nr*«qe{M‘xdtfi^ ttJttliiM OiuWe pijragre# 

Rub Noeiei»,et qowfcu notes cwmpkrepefial^i* * 

Aad nghln, at thedcmcliislon i 

TUa syo «<iiniuta 8«^clueii cior|Ka*(!i toto 

Hffud riimieran# jtjgi fwg«T>tia it'jjula la(i$u« * 

Ktigb ubi poAtr«mam mundl 00Tjuw*ff^ JMiWta 

fiftne i^rum luolooi fltt|)fi!tnAat»mnp^rUluira 

Ipsa lc\ f*s cinere* itvabie siUpf^tctur opsttii,, , * . ,, , 

Kt inipi-rio rnrsuA ^loinabhOi nnasa., 

His /^ Hymn to Light” h^net equal to the other. Ho wsefesto 
think 'that there is an Bast absbluto unci Positive Where the Morn- 
ing riles. , 

in the IsW. stanza, having mentioned the sudden eruption of new- 
creatod Light, he says, ‘ 

, * 

A whiia th' Altbighfcy wobd’i'ing Stood . 

Ho ought to have roy^babered that Mnite Knobd edge can never 
wonder, ill Wonder is the eShet of novelty upon ignoranoe- 
Of his other poem?< it is sufhcibnt t-b say, %mi they deserve pe* 
rusal, though they are not .always exaetly polished, though the * 
rhym^ are scviUoUhncH very ill sorted, and though hia faulta seem 
rather the omissions of idleueis than tho ji^*gHgeB^ 6f enthuaiam. 
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^ ‘ " 

0?HOMi8 tli4:«im of tko EichiUrd WttH borm ixi 

1686, at Bridekirk, in'Cftlitdtolatid; and Member 

of Qn^en’a Oolleg^J, in Oxfptd } in j^pjKIy 1708/t6 wi made Hatter 
of Arte ; ttmd, tiro 7 ear« ^towaijdli^is^ dioteniPeHdirrfor wbich, 
as he did not%mply tHtb the itaiuios bj V ^‘b- 

tainod a dispentatioii from tbe Orb^tn. He Mid SMbiJPtellb'wttep till 
17S6, and iben Tacated it> by marrying, inihat yedir; Bublln* 

tiokell was not one hf tboee sohbteii who wear awiiy their iires 
in closetti ? M enfcefbd ehtly Into the wnrH, and was long busy in 
pTibUe afaliPt : in yi^jUh hogwat initiated iindet the natr^age of 
Addison, wboflfe »o^ fed i» i^filid to have gained t>y mi v^ftek iiW 
praise of Boflamond” , , ' . 

To those veiios it wou?4 ftot have J>con jtwt to dotty theit* regard ,* 
for they contain some of the most elegant enoomiastio atroiusj and, 
among the inivum<^dblo poema of the samb kind* it y^iH be bard to 
hud ono witli whi^ they need to fear a coidpanM. It may do- 
»erve observation, that, when Pope wi-oto long afterwards in jgralse 
of Addiaon, he has copied, at ien*t resembled, Tioken. 

'l4t joy salh'te lair ' 

And wi'CAths of tnyrUe crown ih« lovely miiid. ' " " ' 

W’liik nov ptyr»jMf>« BWe's gbo«t £hc tovea, ^ ' 

And hcaiw tselW tne Moty of t^jcir loves, 

Alike th«!y alir© th<7 fate, 

gJnetf T .ovt?, tpftlch inMs thm witletiekl, msdo them gitst. 

Wot loTiger that rpl«titks« d«wm bmioaii, 

W’'htt;h gam’d a VirgU OJid an Addhioju ,, , 

' Tl9a»1Efe. 

Then future ages with delight #hflH »«n 

IJow Hacoii #, looks agree, ; 

Ot in fair h»Tds be shown, 

A Virgil there, and hetp' an Addisen. 

. ' , ' , P.o?a* 

He produced another piece of ibo +<amO kind at the , appearance 
of “ Cato/' with etjiml skill, but not equal happiness, ^ « 

When the mlpiHers of Queen Anne Were negoOiating with Frwoe, 
TickeU puhiyied,, ^,‘T.hd Proapeet of Peace,” » poem, of whiiidi the 
tendency was to reclaim the nation from the pride of eoh^jUfest to 
the pleaeures of ttapqniUity^ Htrw far Tkkefi;, whom Bwifb after- 
wai'ds mentioned as WhiffpfidMmt had then oenuected Mmsolf with 
any party, 1 know ; this poem^ certainly, did not flatter the 
practices, or promote the opintos, of the iada by whom he was 
afterwards bemended. , 

Mt. Addison, however M Mted the Jh«n then ^ power, suffered 
his friendship to prevail over his public S})Mfc, and gave in the 
Sp^tatot’ ,, such praises of TidkeU’s poem, that when, after having 
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t6 1 laid lioM on it 4t ikstv ^ it im-' 

equal to tlie ImnotiiiB whi^ it bad raoedved; and fKmd it % |daoe to 
be appui^ed taiber than admired. But ike kope exited by a wock 
of gmtUL being general and indeinite^ i« tarely mttfied. It ana ’ 
xmi it tkat time with so muck farottr, that six editiotui mm mW 
4Vtbe arn>al of King Oeorgd, be tang **TheEo^ Pifio|pte«er^ 
Wkiok^ being inserted m tbe ^%eeiator/ is well-knoirn : indof 
urbioh, it is just to say, that it is neither nlgb nor low.' > 

The poetical incident of most importance In TickelFs life was bbi 
publication of the first beOk of the "Iliad * m translated by him* 
sdf, as an apparent opposition to Pope’s ‘^Hbrn'er,"* of which the 
&rst part made Its entrance into tbe world at tbe sa&c time. 

Addison deelar^ %hat the rival versions were both good but 
that Ti(ficeirs tvhs the best that eter whs made ; and with Addison, 
the vdtMt his adherents and followers, were oerUin toconcur. Pope ' 
does not appear to have been much dismayed ; ** for,” ei^ be, " I 
have the town, that is, the mob Cn jiiy ^de.*' But he remarks, 
that St is cominon for the smaller parl^ to make up b diligence 
what they want b numbers | he spi>Ms to the people as his proper 
judges ; and, if they are not indiuiy: to oondemn hun> he is in little 
oaire about the high flyers at Button^*' 

Pope did hot long think Addison an iihparMi jddge ; for he oon* 
sidfered him ae the writer of Tiid^ll’s yemom The reasons for his 
suspicion I will literally transcribe from Mr. S^ce*« G<d)eotkm. 

" There bad been a coldness (said Mr. Pope) between Mr. Addi* 
son and me for some time ; and we had not been in company to- 
gether, for n good while, anywhere ^but at Buttons cofiee-bouso, 
where I used to nee him almost every day.-i-Oa his meeting me 
there, one day in particular, he took' me aside,’ and said he would 
be gkd to dine with at such a taverni if 1 sinid till those people 

were gone (BudgeU afid Philips). We wens accordingly ) and after 
dinner, Mr. AddiSonvaid, ^That b6had wanted for some time to 
talk with me ; that his friend Tiekell had formerly, whilst at Ox* 
ford, translated the first book of the ‘fptad that he designed to 
print it, and had desired him ^ leokii over ; that he must there- 
We beg that I would not d«&e him to look over my first book, 
because, if he did, it Would hmre the air of double»d<^ing.' 1 aa* ? 
Bured him that I did not at all take it ill Mr. Tidtell that he 
was going to publish his translation ; that he certainly had as much ‘ 
right to translate any author as m^^elf ; and that publishing both 
was entering on a fair stage. 1 then added, that 1 would not derire ’ 
him to look over my first book of the ** lliad/^ because he had looked 
over Mi*. TickeU'e; but could wish to have the benefit of hSa obser- 
vations on the second, which I had then finished, and which Mr. 
TIekell had not touched upon. Accordingly t sent him the eecond 
book the next moruini j and Mr, i Addison, a few days after, re- 
turned it, with very high commendations. Soon after it was ge- 
nerally ^own that Mr Tickell was imbliBhmg the first book of 
the Iliad/* 1 met Br. Young in the street ; and, upon our foiling 
bto that sobjeoti the Doctor expressed a great deal of wpriie at 
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!rick^'s had atlbh a iwislation «o long by him* Ha said^ , 
that it was iaooftceivabla to him, aad that Ihm^o muat be aoma ;^ 
miataka in the matter; that taoh tiaed ta communicate to the other 
whatem Veraea they wrote, ttm to the least things; that Tlck^ 
eottid nob hai^e beim^ busied in so loim a work there without 
knowing something of the mattery <U4 tha^ ho had herer heard a 
single word on it tUl on thh« oooasibui* ,^hti smxiso Of I>r. Toung / 
together with whatfiteeld has skid TickeU in relation 

thill adnir, makeit hig% probable tw.t^^ ' 

dealing in that busing >%nd indeed ll^lekml h^otself^ #he<le a Teiy 
ikir worthy man, Imeince, in a manner, aagoodlie ew^Od ft t<> me* . , 
When it was introduced into a (i^nversatiou ' betWi^^l^^^ j^okell 
and Mr* pQps^. by a third pej;s^' ^ickejl did not It.; which, 
considering hU honour and near fsx hie.' depart^ liras the ; 
some s«,0WBg it 

Upmx these suspiciona, with which ,3)r> Warburtoni Mnta that 
other drcumstances coucarr^, JPope alwaya in his ** Art of Sinfc 
inm” quotes this book as the work of Adfliatoh, ^ ^ 

^0 compare the ti^o translatioiis . would b^^ t^ous ; the palm is 
now given Uiiii^ersally to Pope ; but X think the hrst lines A Tiok< 
ellk were rath^ to be preferred ; end Pope seems to^haye borrowed 
^something from them in correction of his owm ' " 

WhciTv the Hau(^r au«H^ion was diluted, TlckeH gave what 
assistance hls peU.oould Els " fitter to Avl^gnou" stands 

high among party po^; It ei^prewes contempt without coarseness 
and superiority without insoleu0ei< It had the succem wkich it de- 
served, behxg nve times printed. > ' \ v 

He was now intimately united to Mr. Addison, who, when he went 
into Iroknd .ss secrntti^ to lord Sunderiand, to(4c him thither 
and employed him in public business f and when (1717) afterwards 
ho rose to be secretary of state, made khn under secretary. Their 
friendship seems to have continued without abatenmnt; for# when 
Addison died, he left Mm the charge of publishing Ms works, with „ 
a solemu.reoommendailon to the patronage of Craggs. 

To these works he prefixed an elegy on the author, which could 
owO none of itsheauties tO the assistance which might be suspected 
to have strengthened or embellished his earlier compositions; but 
neither he nor Addison ever produced nobler lines than are con- 
tained in the third or fourth paraifraphs; nor is a more sublime or 
more ele^nt fttneral-poom to be found in the whole compass of 
Bi^lish literature^ " 

fie was afterwards (about 17555) made secretai^ to the Lords 
Justices of Ireland, a place of great honour; in which he continued 
tUl 1740# when he diea on the twenty-third of . April# at Bath. 

Of the poems yet unmentioued the longest is ‘^JSmxmgtOn Gar- 
dena#” of which the versification is smooth and elegant, hot the 
fiction unskilfrilly compounded of Grecian Edides and &thio Pairies. 
Kelther species of those exploded Beiim could have done much ; 
and# when they are brought togdiher# noey only nmke each •ther 
os)itempt^e< To Tiokelbbo^trer# cannot be refused o high pk^ 
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among tlixe mvm nor sboold it be for/yottea tbftt bo was ond 
of the oonitilnatbrs to the ''Spectator.^ With respect to bis per- 
Bontd cbaracterr be is said to bivc been a mao of gsiy contersation^ 
at ieast a temperate lover of wine and company, ana in hie domes^ 
tie refelions without censure. ' 


SAHMOND. 

Of Ma. llA'sIkonn, dhougb h« bt Well remmberod as a matt es- 
teemed attd caroled by the cle^o^ht &d Uu* greats f was at drst 
able to Obtnin nV pfcher mWoidatii tbati shch as are supplied by a 
booh CidW (Jibber’s Li vks of the Ppetsi;’^ of which f take tu!s 
opportunity to, testify that' it i^o^.'mitten# her, J belie V 0 » over 
‘Seen, by cither of yW Cibbers ^ 'fet was fhe' woih' of Koberfc 
Shields, a native of Scot land, a man {if tory aento nndersUuuiing, 
though with little BcholftRiio education, who not long after Ihe 
publication Uf his tvork, died ip Lond^m of a Cf>jii^uumtion. Hi» 
life was virtdb^, tUid his end was plotisl 7‘heoplalns Cibber, then 
a prisoner for debt, iunurted-AB I \im told, his nninti for tCTA gni- 
neai^. The maxinScrlpi of Shields is now iu my poJsscR^iou. 

I have since found that Mr Shmld?^, though, ho was Utt ufteTigent 
inquirer, had been misled by ffdsc aooounis >, foi' he relates that 
Jurnes Hammond, the author of the the sun of a 
Turkey mcrchani, and bad soine’oUce s^t itte of Wub'S’s 

court, till loro of ^l»dy, wbmo n^m& tiw IfashwOfwl, for a fciuio 
dLorth^red his undcrstandiiig. , He was nn^xiingniiihuldy amorous, 
and his mistress inexorably craob . ' '■ 

Of this narrative, part i3 'true, i^fid ptiri: fiite Bb Was the se- 
cond fion of Anthony Hammond, a man ,df noth amoug the wit4», 
poets, and parliam<intary prat»r*flj in the begirmihg of this century, 
who was allied to Sir ,Eobety AWljKdc by toarr^litg his si-^ten He 
was born about 1,710, Attd cducfikteS at WWinirifter-rvchool ; but it 
does not appear that he was of atiy univcTsity. IIo waa ccpuirry to 
the prince of Wales, r.ud »e«fbJS^ to have ctm^^ very early into pub- 
lic notice, and (n bave been diHtihgulsbed by t K oro ' whose frieadKbip 
piHfjudiiocd mankind at that time ift Ihvour of the man on whom 
they Were bestowed ; for tm -wo® the Cqjttttmuion of Cobbam, Lyttle* 
ton, and Ch aster Held. ' Hoik-sAid'to have divided hi^ life betwotsa 
pleasure ‘jftd books; in,rfitirci»«»t forijetting the town, and in his 
gaiety losing the atudout. Of his literary houT'* all IIaO elfeotyft are 
hare exhibited, of which theKlogiea were writttai very early, and 
the Prologue not long lielbre hia death. 

In 1741, he was chosen into pai'Jtument for Tmro in Qoniwall, 
probably one of those who were elected by the Prince’s induonce ; 
and died next year in June at Stow e, the famous seat of l»ord 
Cobham.^ His nustress long outlived him, and in 1779 died Uj|- 
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marHedL cliiat^oter vHqIi lier littc 

de^d, ttot likaly ^ at^acicoisil^Eip; ' - . : ; * ' / / ’ 

The elegiac were ' published affcaT>.bia 4^th; and^ while tM" 
wyiter’e name wft« mdemberod wii|h they wwie Mth 

areacdufcion to admlte thi^m. ‘ '/\ '''’'' '1 '"' \\ '''7"', ''' V*'"* 
The reooiiamondatory preface of the editor, yi%o ^sk theii' be* 
lieved, a»di« now afhrmed by .Dr. to be the ^1 of Cheetor-^ 

field, raiftfid atrong prejadtoea in tlieir fatbfir* 

But of the prolace^.whoever he me, it may be tei^onably mie- 
l>eeted that he never i«ad the poetfis ; for he ptofeBsee to value 
them lor a very l^h species of eatoelience; and reobmmeiida theiu 
as the genuiao elfaaiojas ' of the .mind, which ex present a Ifeal pas- 
bIou Ih the lapjifuage of nature. ;Bat the iraft isl el^ea 
have neiCbi^r pasi^ioii,. mifetite, uhr mouuers. Where thesis fie* 
tiou, there w no pawiion : h© that described himself as a hhepherd, 
and his Ncicra dr Delia as a^hephdtdese, and tal^ of' lioats and 
lam,bs* fools no paffdou. He that conrte his miatfe^ with Bomaa 
imagery dt«erWf< to lose her ; for she may with good reason suspect 
his aincerily. jfammond has few sehtimeuts drawn ftom nature, 
and/ew images from modern life. He produces nothing but frigid 
pedantry, ft would be Hurd to find in all his productions three 
stanzas that deserve to be refnembered. ^ ? , 

lake fUhe-r loyeri*^ he ihmtens the lady with. “dying; and what 
then shall follow I ,* ,/ * > ^ 

Wilt tbmi in iwjfS thy lover's corse attend t 
, “Wltn eye® oVerted Hflu tbe sulenom pyre, 

{flu oil luround the doMul ftoiuca ascend, , 

^ Tlii^, slhwly emkingf by dc^eea / 

To ftooth the hoVe^ng soiit be the eare, ■ ;; 

M'ith pleUntive ertoa t»» lead the naioumful bsadj 
In sable wapdd Ibc golden v«^ to l*ear, 

And OftiJ 3wy ashes with thy trtsrobling hand; 

PancluilaHi odours be their costly feast, 

And all the, pride of Asia's fragrant year, 

Giw tliem tha treasures of tl>e ferthpet JBast, 

And, whai is still Uipre prdcioUs, give thy tear. 

Surely no blame cq^n fall upon a nymph who rejected a swain of 
BO littl© meaning. . 

His verses are^ not ragged, but ihw.hsve no sweetness ; th^ ne- 
ver glide in a stream of mcl<4f. Why Hammond or -other writers 
have thought the quatrain of ton sdrllabies elegiac, it is difiSculi to 
tcU. The character of the Elegy U g«i»tlenf«8 and iHfnui^ i but 
thie stanza has been pronounced by Bi:yden, whose knowledge Of 
metre was not tncorisidemble, to be the most msguifioent of all the 
measures which our language affords, , 
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' SOMBBVILE, 

Of Ms. S^»l^ftrzx<s’3 life I am not able to eay any tblikg that calk 
Bstifliy curiosity. ' v « 

He was a gentleman whose estate was in Warwickshire : hie 
bouse where he was born, in 1692, is called £dBto](i, a seat inherited 
£rom a long line of ancestors; for he was said to boot the brat 
family in his oounfir. He tells of himself that be was bom near 
the Avon's banks. He was bred at Winchester school, and waa 
elected fellow of New College. It does not appear that in the plaoeft 
of his education he exhibited any tmcommou proofs of genius or 
, literature. His powers were tot ditpLayed in the country, where 
he was distinguished as a poet, a gentleman, and a skilful and 
ful justice of the j^aoe. 

Of the close of his life, those whom his poems have delighted will 
read with pain the following accouu^ copied from the Letters oi Ids 
friend Shenstone, by whom he was too much resembled. 

<* — Our old friend Somervile is dead ! 1 did not imagine I could 
have been so sorry as I fitwi myself on this occasion,— 
quixrim'iis* I can now excuse all his foibles ; impute them to age, 
and to distress of circumstances : the last of these considerations 
wrings my very soul to think on. For a man of high spirit, coji- 
sciouB of having (at least in one production) generally pleased the 
world, to be p^ued and threatened by wretches that are low in 
every sense ; to be forced to drink himself into pains of the body, 
in order to get rid of the pains of the mind, is a misery 

He died July 19, 1742, and was buried at Wotton, near Henley 
on Arden. 

His distress need not be much pitied : his estate is said to have 
been fifteen hundred a year, whicn by his death devolved to Lord 
SomervUe of Bootland. Hk mother, indeed, who lived till ninety, 
had a jointure of six hundred# 

It is with regret that 1 find myself not better enabled to exhibit 
memorialB of a writer, who at Iwt must be allowed to have set a 
good example to men of his own class, by devoting part of his time 
to elegant knowledge ; and who has bhewn, by the subjects which 
hip poetry has adorned, that it is practicable to be at once a skilful 
sportsman and a man of letters. 

Somervile has tried many modes^f poetry; and though perhaps 
he has not in any reached such excellence as to raise much envy, it 
may commonly be said at least, that "he writes very well for a 
gememau/' Hie serious pieces are sometimes devoted, and his 
trii^nre ^metimes elegant. In his verses to Addison, the couplet 
whium mentions "Clio” is written with the most exqtdsite jdi* 
cacy of pzaisei it ^hits 9|ie of Uipw t»FP7 fimR* 
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dom attained. In hie Odes to Harlbefough tbera m beautifol 
lines; but in the second Ode be shows that be knew little of bis 
private virtues. His subjects are commonly such as require no 
great depth of thought or ener^ of ixaprcssion. His Fables are 
generally atale^ and therelbre exc% no curiosity. Of his favourite. 
The Two Springs,*’ the Action is unnatuiPatl^ and the moral incom 
sequential. In his tales there is much coarseness, with too lit*' 
tie care of language^ andriot suificientirapidHy of narration. 

His great work is hie Chaoe,'’ wMoh he undertook in hiS ma- 
ti?rer age, when his ear was improved to the approbation of blOnk 
versSj ^ which however his tot Unas gave a |>ad '^ecdmen. To 
thss pqem praise lannot he totally der4ed. vHe is alloi^ed by ^orts- 
men to write with great iutelligenoe of his suHjeot, t^ich & the 
hist requisite to e:^ocllence; ana though it is Impossible to intorest 
the common readers of verse in the dangers or pleasures of the 
chase^he has done, all thkt tmrition and varied could easily ef* 
fec^ j and has with great propjhiety enlarged his plan by the modes 
of hunting used In other countri^. ^ 

With still less judgment did he choose blank verse as the vcliide 
of ** lluraJ Sports.” if blank venae be not tumid and gorgeous, it is 
crippled prose; and familiar images in laboured language have no* 
thing to recommend them but ^bsurd novelty, lyhieh, wanting the 
attractions of Kature, cannot please long. One eaoellenoe of the 
"Splendid Shilling ” is, that it Is shorh Disguise can gratify no 
longer than it dweivoEt , . ’’ 



' ; SAVA a D. « ' : , ‘ 

It has been observed in all ages, that the advantages of nature or 
of fortune have ootoibuted very little to the promotion of happi* 
ness ; ax|id that those whom the splendour of their ra^ik, or the ex* 
tent of their cap^ity, have placed tipon the summits hf human life, 
have not often given any just occasion to envy in those who lookup 
to them ih)m a lower staiion ; wh^her it be that apparent superior- 
ity incites great designs, and great deftigns mu naturally liable to 
fatal miscarriages; or that the getteral lot of mim^d is misery, 
and the misfortunes of those, ^hose enSnenoe drew upon them an 
universal attention, have been more,,. carefully, reoonled, beeause 
they were more generally observed, and, have in reality been only 
more conspicuous than those of otherSi not more frequent, or more 
severe* 

That adluence and power, advantages extrinsic and adventitious 
and therefore easily separable ^om those by whom they are pos* 
sessed, should very often flatter the mind with expectations ojlfeli* 
clly which they cannot give, raises no astonishment ; but it seems 
iwonal to bope« that intoUeotuid groatness should j^odnee better 
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offecte ; tlisils tolmd« qualified for ijreat attainments should first en- 
deavour their own henefife ; ami that they, who are most aide to 
teach others the way to haj'pineea^ sliOuld with moat^cer^inty fol- 
low it themselvea. ’ „ , 

But this expectation, however plausible, has heeii very frequently 
difiappointed. The heroes af literary as well aa civil history have 
been very often no loss r^itiarkabje ibr what they have Bnffered, 
than for what they have achieved and volu»Jies have heen written 
wily to enumerate the miseries of the ioarned, and relate their un- 
happy lives, and uniie^ely deaths. 

To these nnmmfnl narratives, I am about to add the life of 
Bichard Hava^je, a man wdiose writings entitle him to an eminent 
rank in the classes of leanuug, aiid whose misfoitoies claim a d^- 
gi^e of compaHsion^ not always due to the unhappy, as they were 
often the oonsetpiencea of the crimes of others, rather than liift 
i>wn. 

In the year 1697, Anne Oouhte?8 of MacChasfield, having lived 
seme time upb^ very uneasy /tenns with her huBband, thought a 
public confcH^ou (d adultery thh most obvio^is tjul expeditious 
method obtaining Bberty; and thoreihre Vkchu’cd, that the 
child, with which Sie wqs then great, was begotten by the Earl 
Bivers. This, as may be imagined, made her husband no less de- 
eiraua of a sepamtion than her&clf, and ho prosecuted hiB cK'fdgn in 
the mn$t t^Vctual manner; for he applied not to the ctwlesia.Hicai 
oourfca;^br » divorce, but to the parUamont for aii.iict, Ijy which 
his marriage liuight be disfipived, tlie nuptial contmet totally annul- 
led, and the ehiJdreTi of hie wife ittegiti mated. Thif* act, aftoi the 
usual delibef^ttlon^ he ohtainei, though wildmnt the approl>Jitiwi of 
some,' who considered. Marriage ae nu affair only cogni7.ablc by ec- 
clesiA^tio^ judges*^; and on March 2rd was separated from his wife^ 
whose fortune, which was very groat, was repaid and Tvho 
having as well as her husband, thediberty of making another choice, 
was in a short time married t^), Colonel lin-tt, 

While the earl of litncclei^liold wa*< proseemring tlii^ tiffair, his 
wife was, on the lOth of January, 1697- dclmrod of u son; and 
the Earl Biverl’, by apjwaring to omnddfJT him a>«i kk own, loft none 
any reason to doubt of the ainoetity of her dccl.'tration ; for he was 
his godfather and gave him hia own iiatnc, which was by h'u, direc- 
tion inserted in the l^gister of Bt. Andrew’s paris;h in Hoi born, 
but unfortunately left him to the care of hk mother, whom, as she 
was now set fret from her hhsband, fie probably imagined likely io 
treaty with great temlwrness the child that, had coutributod to SO 
pleasing an event. It is npt indeed eitsy to dUeovcr what motives 

* This yew was made remarKable by tfiediesolulioft of a raawiage solemnlaied 
in the faei^ of the Church. ’ SalvonV lUvuw. 

The following protect is registered ia the books of tho House of horde. 

DjssentiMit. 

Bec&ukc we conocive that this is the first bill of that nature that hath passesil, 
where'^bere was not a divorce tot obtained in the Spirittial Court ; which we look 
upon 08 an 111 preoeden^ and may be of dangerons c(m 8 Q(iiiene 8 in the future. 

|iat.irAx. RoeuxsTxa. 
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ootiH be found to over-balauce that natural s^ection of a narenfe oi 
what inteiNiist could be vpiitmioled by neglect nr cruelty. The dread 
ctf «hame or of povertVi by which aonae twetchcft ha^e been incited 
to abandon or to anumerthrir children* caiin^ tjc jnipttos^ to hare 
, affected a woman who had proclaimed hepr ctiide^ and aoHcited re* 
prdaoh# and m whom the ciemkifcy tff thtf Icghflatti!;*^ had nnd^ 
6erve<Uy bestowed a fortune, whi^h W^huld haVe b^n little dx- 
miniahfld by the eitpenueB which Ithe cure of her child could have 
brought upon her. It wap’ thcr^Vjre hdt likelt ihiit Idxfe^i^uW be 
idched without temptation 5 that bhe Would Jw ujphU W «hn from 
hk birth with a hind of resentment and abho^nce ; and. Instead 
of Biipporting, a^ikting, and defending him,' delight id!«ee him 
struggling with inisery, the would every opportunity 

of oggraveting his miftlortuttes, and obstYUcting hk resource^ and 
with iiu implacable and restlews cruelty coiitinue lior pexpeeutidh 
from the first hour of his life to the last ^ ^ 

Hut whatever were her mo^ves, no sodner was hot son bom^than 
she discovered a rds^/lution of disowning him; and in A very ^ort < 
time removed him fiom her sight, by committing him to the care 
of a poor xvomu.»j, whrm She directed to educate him as to cum, 
and enjoined never to Infbrm him of hif true uariits. 

' Such wiiB the beginning of the life oi iliehard Sav^. Born 
with a legal claim to Jionour and to afiluonoe, he was in two months 
illegitimated by the pritHament, and disowned by his mn>ther, 
doomed to poveky and obscurity, and launched uprai the ^au 'of 
life, onlji that ho might be swallowed up by its quich^ds, or 
dashed upon its rr-«ks. ' 

His mother could not indeed ihfBCt othoirs with the ssime druelty. 
Aa it waft impoHsible ip atoid the inquiries which the cnriMifey or 
tcndorncBS of her relations made after bet child, she was obiiged to 
give some accoutu of tho mes'^urca she "had taken ; and her mother, 
theHudy l^luson, who! her in approbation of hut design, or to pte-* 
vent more cmuinal contrivanoes, engaged to transact with the 
nurse, to pay her te her care, and BUperintend the eduentiou of the 
Chilci ' ' , 

hi this cljarifcfiblD office she was asaiated by his godmother^ Mrs. 
Lloyd, whfy'^'hile she lived, always looked upon him with that tern 
derneaa which the bav!>«ri(y of, his mother made peenliariy neoes- 
sary ; but her dea!h, wiiich Jmpponed in his tenth year^ Was another 
of the mi6h»rtuncs <d' hk childhood ; for though she kindly endea- 
voured to alleviate his loss b v a legacy of three "hmidred pounds, 
yet, as he had none to propeente hi« claim, to sheHer hita fhma op- 
pression, or cull in law to th« assistato of Justice,- h^ Will was 
oiuded by the exe.cufcora, and no part of the money hto paid. 

He was, howevci', not yet wholly abandoned. , The lidy Mason 
still continued her care, and directed him to be placed at a small 
graI«ma^8chool near St. Albad’s,^here he was called by the name 
of his nurse, without the least intimation that he had a claim to 
uny flfther. \ # 

Here he was initiated in literature, and passed through several of 
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tlie dasses, iirliat rapidity or ^iih irhat applattflS cftbUdt flow 
be known* :A.b be alwhy^ spoke with respect of Ms znaeter, it ia 
ptrobaMe that tbo mean rank, in wbiob he then aj)peared, did not 
binder Me genius from being distinguished, or bis induBtrv from 
being rewarded ; and if in so low a state he obtained dlstinotion 
and rewards^ it is not likely that tb^ were gained but by genius 
and industry. ' ^ " 

It Is very reasonable to conjecture, that bls appUcadon was equal 
to bis abilities, because bis improvement was more than propor- 
tioned to tbe opportunities which be enjoyed ; nor can it bo 
doubted, that If bis earliest productions bM been preserved, like 
those of happier students, we might in some bare found vigorous 
sallies of that sprightly humour which distinguishes The Autfior to 
he hi, and in others strong touches of that ardent imagination 
which painted the solenm scen^ of Ths WaJ^derm 
While he was thus oMtIvating his genius^ hit father the Bari of 
Bivers wot seised with a distem})er,#which in n short time put an 
end to Ms Ufa. He had frequently inquired after his son, and had 
always been amused with Mlaciousand evasive answers; but, being 
now in Ms own opinion on his death bed, he thought it hie duty to 
provide for Mm among his other natural children, and therefore de^ 
mandod a positive account of him* with an importnnity net to be 
diverted or denied. His mother, who could no longer refuse an 
answer, determined at least to give such as should cut him off far 
ever that happiuesa which competence affords, and therefore 
declare that he was dead ; which is perhaps the first instance of a 
lie invented by a motber to deprive her son of a provtoon wMch 
was designed him by another, and VM(d» she could not eapeOt her* 
self, though he should lose It. \ 

This was therefore nn act of wickedness which could not be do* 
feated, because it could not be suspected; the Karl did not imagine 
there could exist in a human form, a mother that would ruin her 
son without enriching herself, and therefore bestowed upon some 
other person six thousand pounds which he had in Ms will be* 
queathed to Savage. 

The same cruelty which incited his mother to intercept this pro- 
vision which had been intended Mm, prompted her in a short time 
to another project, a project worthy of such a disposition. She 
endeavoured to fid herself from the dimger of being at any time 
made known to Mm, by sending him secretly to tbe AmOticaa 
Plantations*. " 

By whose kindness this scheme was counteracted, or by whose 
interposition she was induced to lay aside her design, I know not ; 
it is not improbable that the Lady Mason might persuade or compel 
her to desist, or perhaps she could not easily find accompBoei 
wicked enough to concur in so cruel an action ; for it may be con- 
ceived, that those, who had by a long gradation of guilt hardened!! 
their hearta against the sense of common wicke^ess, iroMd yet bo 


^ Savagt's Preface to hii Mi«c»U«nle»» 





iliofikdd ftt ihd design of a moih^ to expose het son to slavery and 
,lKaiit» to expose him without intereaty and .without pi^orooation ; 
a^d Savage might on this occasion find , pnptectors mid advocates 
ahaoiig those who had long traded in ocim^^ ana whom.<s:fmpflsnkm 
^aa novesf t^^^ohed before. ^ / * 

Bmng hindered* b j whatever moanst frombMahifig hhn into 
another country, she formed soon afltier a scheme for buxy^g him in 
lioverty and obscurity in his onm ; and that his station of lifoj if 
Uptihs plao^ of his resudsnce, might kepp him for ever at a diiptanoe 
from her^ she ordered Hin' to be placed with a ehoe>maker in Hob 
bora, that after the usual time of trial* he mi^t become his ap« 
preutige*. ' , ' , “ , 

It is generally reported, that this project was for some time suoeess^ 
ful* and that 4avpgo was employed at the awl {onger than he was 
wiiilng to confees ; nor Was it perhaps any great advantage to him# 
that an unexpeomd disiiovery determined , &n to quit his opcupa<* 
iion. . . , ,,.^^^1 • '* 

About ' this tiini/ his nuxae* who had always treated^him as her 
own son, died ; , and it was natural for him to take care of those 
effects which by her death wore, as he imagined* become his own ,: 
he therefore went to het house* opemod her boxes, and examined 
her papers* among which he found some letters written to her by 
the L^y Haapn^ which informed him of his birtb, and the reasons 
for which it Was cpncoaled. i , > ■ 

no longer satisfied with the employment which had been 
allott<4 him* but thoui^t he had a right to share the afiluence of 
his mother; and therefore without scruple applied to her as her 
son« and made use, of every art to awaken her tenderness, and at- 
tract her regard But neither his letters* nor the interposition of 
those fnen£ wMch his merit or his distress procured him* made 
a.ny impression upon her mind, Bhe still resolv^ to neglect, though 
She coiud no longer disown him. 

It was to no pmrpo^e that ho frequently solicited her to admit him 
to see her ,^ she avoided him with the most vigilant precaution* and 
ordered mm to be excluded from her house, by whomsoever he 
might be introdocdd> and what reason soever ho might give for en- 
teraagit, ^ 

Savage was at tbo same time so touched with the discovery of his 
real mother* that it was his frei^uont practice to walk in the dark 
ey^ningst for several hours before her door, in h<^e8 of seeing her. ^ 
as She might come by accident to the window, or cross her apart- 
ment with a candle in her hald. 

, But all Hs asasiiduHy and tenderness were without effect, for he 
could neither sbfien hei: heart nor open her hand* and was reduced 
to the utmost miseries of want* while he was endeavouring to 
awkken the affectum of a mother, lie was therefore oWtod to seek 
some other means of support ; and, having no profearion, became by 
necessity on author. 

At this time the attention of the literary world was cngrosa|d by 
• flsv8ffe*N FmfKcs to his f See the Phda Desltr* 
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the BangotieB KSentrovewy, which filled the ptesa trith paiBphlet% 
aud the oofftE^hpivaes with diaputaBt#- Of tfilH auhjeat> ^ moet po* 
pulaTj he teade choice for hie firnt ait^scpt. ftBd^ wiiheet aay ether 




vemkikm* imbliahed a peem ageoaftt the biahop. 

Whet wee the auooeae or merit of thiii» perfornMUjee I 
< it was prulwkbljr lost aiaoiiff the inimmmble pamphlets to whi^n that 
dispute gave occasitm, Mr. Savajfc was mdfisw ift a little thhe 
ashamed of it, and endeavoured to suppress it, t>j destrojifig all the 
copies that ho could collect. 

Ho then attempted a mufe gsdttihl kind of Vrlting*, and in hia 
eighteenth offer^ to the stage a pomedy borrowed from a 
$^wh plot, which waa reluaed by the playex^ was therefor© 
given by him to^r. Bullock, who, having mwd Interest, made 
some slight alterations, and brought it upon t&e$tage, under the 
title of Wuuaii’b a iiipmds,t but allowed the Unhappy author no 
part of the profit. t * ' ' 

Kot discouraged however at his x^^ulsa, he v/jfut© two yean after- 
wards ” Love in a Veil/' another comedy borffiwsd likewise ftom 
the Slpanihh, but with little better success than before . for though 
it was received and acted, yet it appeared so late in the year, tliat 
the author obtaiuod no other advantage from it, than the acquaint- 
ance of Sir Itichard Hteoie, and Jlr. Wiiks, by whom he was pitied, 
caressed^ pd rulieved. 

Bit lUchard BtecH having declared in his favour with aU th© 
ardour of benevolence whida oensUtnted hia-obaravjter, piOmotod 
his inlereut with the utmost zeal, leJated his misfovtunta, applaud- 
ed his m^t, tooh aU the opportunities of recommending him, aud 
asserted^ that, '' tW iuhummtity of h|S mother hud given him a 
right to find ©yeiy good mtjm hfs fathen'^l 

Kor Was Mr. SavAge Admitted to his acciaaintunoe only, but to 
his confidence, of which he Kometimes tclatmi nu iUbtunco too eat- 
traordinary to be omitted, as it afierded a very just idea of his 
patron's eharaoter. 

Jlo was onoe desired by Sir ]iw\ ard, with an air of the utmost 
importance, to come very tjod;) to his boqs© the next moniing. Mr, 
Havagt came aAh© had promiwd, found thAchnl^ot «jt the door, and 
Sii Kiehard waiting tor lam, jwudy to go mit. what was in- 
tended, and whither they wore to p, Savage (‘ould not conjeciure, 
and was not willing to inquire; tdt immodiuiely sukd hlmiulf 
w'ith Sir iUohard. The coachman was ordered fo drive, ami tihcy 
hpg^ded with the uttt^st ©jipuiiUorfHo Hyde path oomer, whm> 
they stoppe«i at a petty tavem, and retired <o a private room. Sir 
Hichurd then iniormed him, that ho intended to publish « pam- 
phlet, and that he bud desired him to come thitlier that ho 
writ© for him. They soon isat down to the work. S|r Kichord 
dictated, and Savage wrote, till the^dimier that bad been ordered 

♦ J4tJob^i iivefi of the Dramstlc Potts* ^ ^ . 

* TWs play WM printedfiJtst in flvo atjid aiwrviaiid* in IJfmo, th« Itfib cdifiwJ. 
t Plain l^ialer. 
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pui ibe i»).ble« Barage wfia iDJr|>ri^«4 at tbd maaDinesa ^ 
a^terwmouty and after Home baaitation it^ntiired to aak for 
, lyme^ which Sir Richard, iijot i^lhotit aQiaO, reluctance, orddr* 
$i to be bronghi. They then finiahid thelt proceeded 

thair pamphlet, which they ehBr<dnd^4A>he ^^rnoon. 
j Mir. fearage tnen imagined hia taak dref^ and, fij/bhoW. that S^ 
Itichard would Call for the reehdhing, and nime ; bnt hie 

ejrpeotations deceived him, for $lr l^i<4mrd to^f hiih that he w$b 
without money, and that the pampbUi mnat be sold the din- 
ner could be paid for ; and »rtia therefore obliged to ^o and 

oifer their new jjroduction for sale for two gniiieae, which with 
acme didiculty^c obtained. Sir Richard t&h returned hoidO, 
ha^Sog retiSEWd that day only to avoid hie maitoi^, told 
the paniphlet to dwcharge the reckoning. 

Mi, g&vage related another fact eq^Ually uncommon, which, 
though it has no. relation hie Fife, oMht to be prewrved. Sir 
Richard Bteelo^^ing tme d^y invited to n home a ffreat number # 
of pensioiiii of thewrfit guaRtn th«2 surprised at the number of 
liverieR which BuiTounded the taDle ; igod after dinner, when wine 
and mirth had set them fro^ irom the observations of rigid cere- 
mony, otie of them inquired of ^r Eichaid, how such ant etpenflEirc 
, train of domestics could be consistent with hiS fortune. 8Ir Kichhfd 
^vety frankly confessed, that tliey were fellows of whom he wpnld 
; yery, willingly be rid, And being then aiked why he did not dis- 
„chavge them, dcchired that they werh baili% who bad introdneed 
themselves with im execution,' amd whom, he uoladdnot send 
them away, he hlid it wvenlentto embelli]^ '^th liveries, 

4hat they might do l|to while; thay eteld. - ■ 

llh frieuds were mvertiid with thie ^pedieut, a&d by paying the 
debt di^barged their attendance, having obli^d Sir Richard to 
promise that they should never again find him graced with a retinue 
0f the same kind. : : ‘ 

Under such a tutor Mr, Bavhgc w^as not likely to Iwn prudence 
or frugality j and perhaps .many of thh misfortuh*f Which the want 
of tlnjfeo virfcmis brought ^ou Mm ih the following parts of his life, 
might be justly luipntfed'to iio pimproving an oxMsaplw. 

Sor did the kindness of ^Ir Richard end iki common favours. 
He proposed to have established Mm in some settled scheme of life, 
,M\to have Contracted a kind of alliance with him, by maitying 
Mm to a natural daujS'hter, on whom he Intended to bes&vw, a ibou- 
swad pounds. BttMhougk he was |ilways lavish of future bounties, 
he cottducted his affairs in such a mAtumr, that he wa# tely seldom 
nble to mtso the sum which he had offered, the marriage was delay- 
ed; Xn the mean time he was oMously informed, Batago 

had ridiculed him ; by which be wim so much exaSpeluM, that he 
Withdrew the allowance which' bo had paid Mm; and never after- 
wards admitted him to hie house. 

It is not kdeed hnliklely that Bava^e might by his imprwdenoe 
expose himself to the malice of a taled^er ; fbr his patron litad 
n 
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mfiiny follies, ^hic\ as l^is dificomment easily diflcarerod, hk im- 
aginatw migbt Rmnetimes incite him to montrcm too ludiorotialy* 
A little kno\detlge of the world is anlllLcieijt to ditwcjr tlmt andh 
weakness is very oommon, and tto thftiW4tof'e few who do not eaiiie* 
times, in the w^ntonnes^ of thou^ilei^ mirth, or the heat ofttan* 
eient reeontmeni, speok of tbetr fn6ii&} mi henOfiictom With ievfty 
and contempt, though in their cooler momelsls they want tietther 
sense of their kindaess, nor yovereiioe ‘for their irirtue j tho fitnlt 
therefore of Hr. Bavage was tstlier negligence than infftatittide. 
But Sir Uichard must liko^vise fee ii«H|nifted of severity, for who is 
there that can patiently behr dontempt fnoOot oioe.WhetD ho has roi 
lieved and BupHet(|d| Whose e^blisMent he has laboured, hnd 
whose interest he has twonootod I 

He was now again amd<medtof<iirt\me VithoM other fiiead 
than Mr. Wilks , a man, who, whatever were hi» abulties or sklil 
as an actor, deserrea at least to be fjremombered for hisvirtties, 
# which ai» act* often t6 be fbnnd in the world, and perhaps le« 
often in bis |ytofeesio\ than in others. To be humane, generous, 
and candid, is a very hijjh degree of mmit in my case , but those 
qualities desorvo stlU greater praise, when they are Ibnnd in that 
Condi tlon which makes almost every other man, ftr whntetcr mson, 
contemptuous, ihsedent^ potnisnt, eolhsh, md brutal* 

As Mr* Wilks Wfta uttc of those to whom calamity Seldom com- 
plained without relief, hO naturally tewA mx uU^fortunite wU into 
Into his miection, and not only assisted him in his cs'mal di> 
trebsps. but contitt^eft an «<jual and steady kindhm to the iimr of 
his death. 

By this iotcrposiiion Mr, Shvsgo once obtained iVom his mother* 
fifty poundSi and a proteke of one hmidred aiJd fifty more, but it 
was the fate of this nidmiipy man, that few promi^ifs oi nny advan- 
tage to him Were jpetformed* ^ilis mother was ir»f(otrd, among 
others, W'Hh the general madness, of the Sonih Rea trafiic ; nneh 
having been dis$f pointed In her weeiotiou^ rcfus(‘d to pay what 
perhaps nothing but the prusj>c<n» ci sudden altluence prompted her 
to promise. 

Being thus, obliged to d(s|)flnd «J>o» the friendship of IMr. Witk**, 
he was co««eq(unntly an wduobs frequenter of the theatres ; and 
in a short time the amuscmetits of the stiigetook such posscssiuti of 
hk mind, that he neyeT was absent from d plajr tn several years, 

This oonstnnt attendance naturaJlv ^foo\md him the acquaint- 
ance of the playrta, afid^ amaug other, of Mtu. OldMd, who wsk so 
much pleased with his convcrmtloU, and touehed with his misfit 
tunes, that she allowed him asattled pension of fifty pounds n year, 
which was during ht^r hfo regnbirly paul. 

That iW? acl of generosity may locfive ifa due praise, and that 
the goodaOtiojis of Mrs OldiiUd may not be anlUed by her general 
character, it is proper to mention whut Mr Savage often deekted, 
in tli? strongest terms, that ho never saw her ttlone, or in any other 
place than behind the scenes. 

♦ Thii l uritfi upon tho credit of the author of hw fi®?, i^bioh vw puWod 
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At hcsr he fiB&deiwuM to ehew his igrjaiitt*4e hi tfee Jwwt 

aOjoent uieimeri wenring meoraiitiiilf Q$ for a mother : but 4n3 wot 
^ ctelebrate her la eie|ica, becmiso he knew that too tfrtat a proiix^ii 
’ of pmlse trould «i»y hate Tar^ted faults^ which hs aaieiral 

; eqmty liet eHow him to th^k tern hecawse thfy were 
> w W tme who Ihvoured him * but of which, ih^gh hU virtue" 
^ , woWltt oat eadeayat^ to palUate them, hie gratitude would «ot fcuf* 

, Ihr him to |i^oag4he memoty or 4htoo ih^e eeiwsore* 

: ^ In hifl " Wandereir,** he has indeed tahea an opporthtiitj^ of men** 

: iioning her ; huj^ «eiehtalm her not for her virtue, but her beauty, 
an excellence whkh nonaever deniedjher * this Is the onig eneemium 
With which he Ihfm rewarded to libemUt#. hod perhajm he to 
in this bean too tatiiih of hlii prato l|em»mna tOt hate thought, 
that never to mention hia toeiahtrem would have an u|meeirmtee 
of ingratitude* though to imye dedicated any iiarticnlar perfom^ 
ance to her memoi^ would have only betra>t(l an o^ideue ptrtv 
ality^ that, without jeaaUmg to ctoaoier, would have depre^aed 
his own. • 

He had ioinetitueB» by the hlbduma of Mr, IfUH the advantage 
of a benedt, on which ocoaoienahe ofmn received eAcbrndten^marke 
of regard and compassion ^ and w»» once tedd by the of Dot* 
act, that It was jmt to ceniiidey him as an {niared n#leman, hnd 
that in his opinion (h^ nohiUty ough^b to think them^lVv« obliged, 
without aoUciUtion, to take e|very opportunity of supporting him 
by their ocmntenato and patronage* But m had generaUy the 
j»(*Hificatlon to hmt that the wb^ fnterest ma mother 

E d to fru'sfcraic hia appUcatione^ wud that *%e n<&to left any ex- 
ut untned, by which he mijm be out vdf ijjie posstbility 
pportiiig life. TlikC came disposition f^hu endeavetod to di<fn<>o 
, emepg all those over ifhom nature or fortune gev»t hdr sbny ioflu* 
mice, and imloed succeeded too weii in her design i but ohnld i^vot 
always propagate Iwsr ciTr^^iery with her oritolty , mr, xome of ihn<!o 
whom she incited agaimt him, were aahnmeU oi their e^rn conduct 
end boasted of that itlicl which thoy »cv«ar gave i|m. 
in this censure t do not indiseriinmhtfiy iinoi\a auhUMafci.msj 
, for he has mentioned with jCratitudo the huinai^ty of oue lady, 

' whose name J am now unable to ree«dlocfc, .lud to whom thcicftoro 
^ J oaymot pay the praisi s which she deserves An having acted well 
: in ojiposHion to induenoc, precept and example. 

(Phi puaishmedt which ouy laws inflict upon those p^irenta wfm 
mttrder thesr infants i» well kpown, tiur justice etcr been 
wntCBted; but* if they dcs|?m toth who destroy a ifliiJd in its 
birth, what pama can be severe cimngh for to pirn fortieir^ to 
v koy him only to inllint Sharper mtoies uponhim ; wlio prolon^h 
, mm care and without pity^ io thf' malic^ of oppreai»i,iin yhe cipi ties 
' of uhanoo, and the temptathms of pmeetiy : who tvjoictHto w< hun 
<>irerwhsalumd with caJamitlOs* and, wh^ nhls own indifi<^try, or the 
etoity of othm^s# to enabled him to ii«e A»i a ahoit ilirc above 
hia mtoififl, plunges him ligaln into hifi former distress > • 

: kindness of his fiieuds not affodlng him my oonatairt 
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and iM ^ improviug his fertuno by *»Ia?)giag his to* 




Mtt«r quailed by ^ jp&ia»e 

Ims^ ibt^isrvatioii, But Hifibg been iii|iiiiQC^ilM S» 

: imim natbot Ibr want of on|»omnitA«0 im tmhfm 

ky wbothor k$ ahould not b& luore i;a lexliibUlng 

'‘’jftbwifitdy ^ 

«tqi7 wiu€ib be d^eeir fOT the Bubje<^ we» of Sjr f 
' iOiwbnry# a story well i^pfced ki lilM? l^bougb perhaj)® 

; enon^b remoyed trom^pwmi a^e to the fiqiioen 

\eiio 0 aary io csompli^e the plea: w ^ho,»Mi£aa ifluah naturally 
" levee ttuibs *# lilifayl m^i oteeded witb the vieibkijtn of those 
truths of whidh we axe tttoet wteiu ^ eud we of oouise ooucelve 
those faek oaost <vitaln, khleb Itpptkwjh ntsere»fc to our own time. 

Out of this %Uny he femed a tmedy, whid^ if the cireum^ 
r standee ^ which he wrote it he eohk&rea, will afford at ouoe au 
: inkabrnthou |«roof strenjth mi ««uiawy wtd evennhea ef maid, of 
( a serenity to be r^ed, amTitn to be sup* 

' pressed, 

]>nring a eensideri^e part of the lime in which he was em« 
ployed upon hie p4ufomiieme, he wha without lodging, hod odten 
> Srtthout meat, her had 4m any other oonveoienotts for etndy than, 
the fftdda or the etreete aUow^ him ; there he used to walk and 
form hii epeeohee, and afterT«ffd» »bep kto^ahh#, W for a few 
r momenta the use of the pen mi ink, Und write down #hat he had 
( compoaed upon paper '^hieh he had pithed up by acadent. 

. ir the pi^iKWnanoe wf a writep thus distremed k not perfeH, its 
i faults Ot^ht kirely to be impha&d to a aauee very diflerent from 
want of genitth, and must rather eaidte p>ty than provoke eeuwire. 

But when undar these akoottnuremeuta the tr^dy was hnishedf 
1 there yet remaned the lahonr of introdiudng k on the stage, an 
underling, whieh* to m iugniuoue mu»d; was iti a very high 
degree veamkhns and disgusting, bn, hsvmg little interest pr t&* 
putation, he was obliged ¥4 submit huaself wholly to the ptayem, 
and admit, with whatever reluctance, the emendatiens of Hf* 
Cibber, which ha alvfays oonmdeM *k dkiprace of hm per- 
fmrmance y , 

He bad lnde»4 S« Mr- HtU aimthcr criiaeitiC a voty Afferent 
class, ffom when frien<khip heruo<ftvefl crent amdstanee dnnmny 
ocoasioKB, m4 y^h^m he never m®n^^unedbut with the utmost tea- 
i nnd r^itgard. He had k| some timo dibtingmshod by 

*f him with very parkeuiar klhdnms, add tins oicasion it wN* 
uaiuial io apply io him as ah author of an ic^blkhcd chatudttr. 
He therefore sent ihk tragedy to butt, with d abort 04)py of Verses'**, 
in whioh he dcklred his comekons. Mr. Hill, whose humanity 
and politeufiss are gcnmr.dly known, peadUy oowpHad With hia re- 
but mi he k remarkable for singularity of ^aaukmen^ and 
fin iTiW* 

V pVlmdl £a its Isie Oc^^on of his peems^ 
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bold lawful, Mr, Batil^e dM not Hdnli; piAy 

iw|iirored fey hk miioyy^iQn, and iiad ovon at tfeai timo 
cfW^ to iotfeitd whkjfe fee ootjM i«ot appi^e j 

Wiat m KtiU mom latidilfi^''Mr, Hi):l bad the not to ^ 

tent td»e neglect cf bit atbMilim but w^ote tbe pvotogtic aiod 
epifetgne, lb ir)ucfe fee tou^bea m w ciiN^nspitanceB of tfee aiitfeoi* 
vitb tondetbew. * » 

Af#r all tneae ofestjruididbflt and compJdiitBeete, H iraa only able 
to IHng bit play upon the atage tfee ocnoUtnorf ^en tfee ofeief 
aciora bad reUM^ and tfee x^t vori In^ffecNnelwdO^ tfee bouae for 
th^r own adva^iiAge, ihem^ SatM m» Admitted to 

play the parfeirf Tfeomaa OUthtOrfi by t^cfe fee gained no 
great reputatihO} tfee tfeoat^ being e 1^rat)|iee finr wbieb nature 
aeems not to hare d«dgnH feim , w neltber feiK roioOf loolc^ nor 
gesture, were Hncfe aa wore expected Oh the «tage « end fee wee eo 
mndd aabamcd of fearing been r^ttoed to ap * 't as a player^ tfeat 
bft alwaya blotted mt hia tame te^tsk tfee lui^ when n ooipy of feis 
tragedy waa to fee afecwn to big frienda* * • 

In the piiblkation of feift performahoe fee was more sdeeessfdfe 
for tfee raysof gemns thatglimmered In it» tfeat glimmered throagfe 
all tfee mwts wfelcfe poverty apd Cfebber fead fee^n febJe to spread 
Over It, newjdred him tfee notSoe and esteem many perrons 
eminent ror their rafek, tlieir virtne* afed tfedr wii , 

Of tfeis play, acted, printed, imd dvdicatetb tfee aocnmalated 
proto artse to an fentidied bounds, wfeich Irtthodgfei at that Ume 
a veiy large '^nm, ttpving never been mamei: «d ao feiuefe belore. 

In the Oedicatfen*, iey^wfemfe-e reoeivelten gaifedwe there is 
nothing remarkable. 1?fee oontelnt a wyjjbeiipel enoBmium 
on the liloomiog exofellencif of Mr. Theopfelhs ChfebeTf wfeiofe Mr. 
Ravage couKl not In tfee latter part of feiS life see feiatonda about 
io read without 'snatomng tfee piay out of tfeeir feanda Tfee gene* 
roiiity of a Inch Hr. HtU did not end on tto OOcaskn ; for afbsrv 
wards, when Mr (iatsge's neoessitles returned^ fee enoonraged a 
sub^nption to a Miswdiany of ^oems in » voSy ©ntmowUnaly man- 
ner, by publiafetng his story in tfed Ds4or*'t witfeaome 

ftffnctiiig lines, wnicfe be asserts to hfeve been written by Hr- 
Havngeapon the ireatmeniireofiived by himiromfejs mother, but 
of which ho watS fetmself the author, as Mr Savage afterwards de- 
clared. The''© lines. Oud the paper in which they wore insortedt 
bad a veyy powerful effect upon all but bis mother, whom, by 
making her cnelty more pwfeHc, tfu^onlt feamoalodin fear aversion. 


Mtni 


but furnished likewise the |fi{reifest part of tfee poems, of which it 
is composed, and particularly tfeo ” The Hn|ipy Man/' which fee 
published as a Specimen. 

* To Hetkxt Tryst, Esq of ifesTeliOirdstiibe, 
t The Turn DadCr was a jiefjodfeal papr, mitWW ^ Mr HiU and Mr, Bon d, 
wfettm SftVage esltrd tho tvo contfodiag pi bsltt and darlcngis. They 

wrote hy tu^n^ eaCh sia Essays, and tbs character of the work was Ooiervad it* 
golariy m rl^ m Mr. UUrs week, and feOl m Mr. Bond'^. 



30 <* 'uym oy ■ ; : 

U |>atra?«Sze.n5n5r|t iclirtressi, amj; otlfer if«r« 

Isift im%t feuttoii’s €otfcevh0W''j 

iMulier a few xl^Ytt aftftr,wai*<is, witliM oJKjjHeotftiiioii of iMJty :«dlted} 
frw his propositi, Imm4 to his eurpr^ j^vetvty 

fteijt him in contMKjttienpe of .th 4 oaiap«^ ^xolfed^hy 

Mr^Hiirs patitiotie repre.sen^ ■ ' , ' 

' % this MificelUtiy ho wrote a Prefacp^ in whioh he gives iii 
itccouiit of hi# mother’s ernfc% ^ very iiwooipmrtn sttain of ho* 
muur^ a gaiety of impgina^on^ whkh ihe attocew of his 

subscription probably pric 4 tt<J<id. , ' 

1 'he Dedication Is addrossodi to, iM hiady 'Ifttr/ 'Woiiley Mon- 
tane, vv’hom he iiatttrs wiftotit ro 80 W> knd, to conj^s the tintb, 
with vi^ry iittle artf. ’’ilie same observation may bo extended to 
nil hid dedications' his Compliments are constrained and violent, 
bf*aped together without the gr^co of order, or the deohney of in- 
troduction ; ho seems to bavo written n» pan egyrita for th© pcinisal 
dnly of bid patrons, and to ima^no that he haa no other tOek than 
to pamper them with praises however gross, and that flattery would 
-make its my to the baari^ without the assistance of cloganoa or 
invention. , , , ' ‘ 

‘ .Soon afterward^ the death of the king funu&bed n general sub* 
jeefe for A poetical contest, in which Hr. Savage engaged, and is 
all 07 / 0 d to have carried the prisse of honour from hi« compotitons : 
but Ihnow *mt whether Iwr gained by his performance any other 
advantage than the increase <u hla reputation ; though it must c«r- 
taihlf hW been with fariher ■vieWB ihat he prevailed ujmu himwelf 
to attempt, ^ species of writing, of Which all the topics had been 
long before exhausted, and which was made at once difhcult by 
the uiultituiles that had failed in it,, and those that bad succeeded^ 
Ho was now advancing in rojmtation, and though fretiuontly in* 
volvcd in \ery distresi^hl perplcxHi^ appeared however to be 
gaining upon mankind, whmi l;otb hk fame ahd hi» life were en*^ 
daugered by .event, of which it k not yet detemined whether it 
ought to be mentidued os a criimi* dir a catolty. 

, ♦ Th« natiif « ,ftf tt}9«e tfo gevTOroosly conumatetl tohl» relttefr havirtg been 

weotienee in a fonner «<^bunt <^ht udt ti bo oihittod boi*e. TtiKjy were the 
Tiucbt's?, vf 01ev<'larMl. Ijtdjf Cbtynify, Lady CasW«Fmai/i* Lady CloWcr, Wy 
Lec>»tnere, the DuolMrSs JJavTSigey Dttdwfsrs of HttUacd, JUfty the 

Couhtes? Uowdjtet of NLnu M»ry FUtycr. Mt», SeCael Koeb of 

ilmlftnd, Lord Ottinsliif. rough, Lord M;<SfJslagti>u, Hr. Jhhft iHatage, 

I Tidfc t^^e foUowiug extract from tt'Win |»roi4 ; 

*' 8ifn,e our otmutry bM ht<oiihe]udttrc^ with thx» glory of your Wit, as derated 

and U »'■> your soul it uo luagcer reraalna a doulit wlietsicV your aeir hare 
eW^gth of iniud m iKcoportion to their iwe^usa. There i« acmetJdug in your 
verses 04 (Ustintfutshed ai yoor are u strong an Uuth. as deep aa tea- 

son, at tlear as iunoceuce, lOida^ smooth as beauty. -^TneyeontaiTi a nauMtlcaa tmd 
|,>4Ctthadr lUjbifWHre of foroe and giWce, which is «t oocc »o movingly aerene. and m 

lovely, t)mt it is too amiable to appear any where Imt k yo|it «y«i 
ami irvyour writiUi^a. ' ^ 

A8 fortune is not more my enemy than I am the enemy of flattery. T know not 
liow T ca^f forbtisw thia abdication to your tadyabip, baimuae there iaaoatce a poa- 
U'iihty that 1 «}mdld |ay more than I hdim, when 1 am m>e«kinB of your 
,Cji>Uvnoc,’^ ' - ' 
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tk« rtA Sftfliftf lIov6ml)or. IVST.Mr. Savage oame frem 


' '•^ loifK ijettt hft bitid m j; ft9'^ ' 

tlittrijfijtft they agread to taxable ab<<ut £^j iijiyjiTiin ' 

®*\Tthu ^ 

lUibjn®oai'8*<»ff«e-hn«ee, near Ckaring-eroaB, and iw 

Morcbant with same nideaes# demaaded p 
thero wii8 ft ffood tiro ia toe»t parlour, vitnoh the cQmmT^y ^ ere 
SottS^lwfc, being tb«a faying ibeii reckoning. 

BatWicil with ibis aoswW J»sb<^ ^ the wltceu 

by hi* oowpaaiona He theft' H^tlbk 

the eoiBiwy and the fire, and soon *fteAickrf dewn the tabW. 

Thk MoWed a onurrel, swords, were drawn on both aides, and one 
£ E stolt^aa kUied. Savage., having likewise wounded 

£i' r s ssja£’srs,tes |: 

.js<sf.ta?^“*SiSa*K”£"£s 

honTf^m whence. Jpon lli ^ 

wb“ rt fc'^wre^wem Sc”S Bome distinction exempted 
Trim tlm ignom^n 7of *«bis, aud condned not among the common 

‘^Whef «“> “'‘rt 

1 -w • oTiri tVir* riiblic aTeptjftrod to lutorsst if self tis in ft 

nnnsual mann^J and Hr. Savage and 

hU fi^enlsT fe, ^wo^^^ bep. th^ honse, which was ^ 
ETm-foinv. and l.er maid, the *a«a who wtfe in the^m 
w ith Mr, Binclairt and a woman of tnwu, who bad been dnnk 
5iity with them and with whtaa ohe ^ them had been eeea in be^ 
Tl^ey Hwore ih geucral, ihu Merchant ^aye the 
Baviec aud G^cory drew their swords to justify ; that 
d?ew tol iiud \hat ho stabbed Sinclair When % was not m a 
nature of defenocy or while Gtegory cou»mimded his 

he had given the thrust ho tuxuied ftud would ha'ie re- 
' t&tt tS dnngronnd him. “'fo”* 

dcavourod to detain him, from wl»m he broke, by enttmi t 
maid on the head, but was afrerwards taken in a court. 

tLw was some difference in their dcpodtiona i .o*® 

Savage give tUe wound, another saw it when Smciair held his point 
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towards th^ J^otind ; e^d tlio womao of tKe tow]^ a^ted, ,&ai 
s^ie did not'fe sword at dl: tliffi difTe^^^ 16of Wr, 

was ftoxa rnomitm to ittconsietipiticj j biit U 

of wa$ ''ifcai 

em to dither tlio relation tb .igsarticulidt 

solBao d^iictioi^ ybro to ^ made fi^oj^a : 
ofodibUityM'tWteBtouhicii.’ : ‘ 

SMaSl-M abtilaredewoi^l iq^^^ 

■ ireceivbd ti»e wound from Sav^ * trial deny 

tRc fttot, ondeavouM , ji^ly tb' i^xtemiafcS at, by urging tbo 
suddenness of tBo whole hdibhi and w. iinj^ibUity of thy ill 
design, or premeditated aiaU^ i aittd pfijrfcl/ to |i28ti*y it by the ne-. 
cessHy ofsejfdetoiw. atfd thebazartf^^ ifbt badl<it 

that opportunity oOhinjor th^ i^aruHt : he obaert^ thjit neither > 
reason nor liiw obliged a mah id Wi^ for the blow which was throat*' 
eiied; and wulih, it* he should fihffer it, he might hem be ablh id 
return ; thaiifc Was allowed to aasaulti wid to preserve ‘ 

pfe by iiHii away that of thd advemary by whom it was ©ndaii* 
gored. , , / ' . 

With neig^^rd to the vioteto IrUh *Whioli he endeavoured to es- 
cape, be declared, that it WAS not hifi dealgu to dy from justice, or, 
decline a trial, Wi to avoid the expanses and seven tit?s of a prison;': 
and that he intended to^ have appeared at the bar, without com' 
pulsion. 

ThisdAfenoe, which took up more than an hour, was heard by 
the hittltittlde that thronged iM court with the most attentive and 
respectful Silence : those Who ihOnght heou^jt ndt to bo acquitted, 
owned that applause could not retwd Km ; And those who be« 
fpre pitied his misfortunes, now reverenced his abilities. 

TliC witneases which appeJired against him w^e proved to, 
bo persons of characters which did not entitle them to much 
credit; a common strumpet, a woman by whdm,, strumpets were 
entertained, and a man by whom they were supported ; and the, 
character of Savage was by several peraoas of distinction aRserted 
to 1>e that of a modest, iUofTeusiTe |uin< not inclined to broils or to 
insolence, and who had, «t that time, been only known for hi?? mis* 
fortunes and his wit. 

Had his audience boon Jhi^' Judges, he had undoubtedly been 
acquitted; but H^P^e, who was then upon the bench, treated 
him with his uattal insofetice and Aeretity, and when be had summed 
up the evidence, and endeavoured to er.asperate the jury ; a® Mr/ 
Savi^ used to relate it, with this eloquent harangue ; , ' 

** Gentlemen of the jury, you are to Consider that Mr. Savage is 
a very great man, and a much greater man than you or mo, gcntlei , 
men of the jury; that he wears very fine, clothes,, much hnef 
clothes than you or T, gentlemen of the jury ; that he has abpn* 
dance ,of money in his pocket, much more money than you or I, 
gentlemen of the jury ; but gentlemen oi the jury, is it not a rery 
hard caws, §|enttei^en of the jury, that Hr, Savage should therefore 
kill you or me, gentlemen of the jury ]” 



\ ^ ^ ^ ■ '-303 , 

‘ 'jj[r.,BavSie, 'jbearin^'ka cliifw<M5 tlmA kis^prasont^d,' and ih.o; 
jrjaoiv^^ |o dedde bis fatef incitt)4 «%|[#un8t him hy iaddious 

cto^ waa mi csjmdi^i^y, . 

ai|dafu4d, W' b^i^ tp; %h^d,b6for^^ with 

,iVtj^Ard tb his'C^iticm, the 

the exp<mii^bf or- ' 

dored him to be ai|brjtt^aud Vit^ .c<;jjh- 

loantlad that he ahoiild;,]!^. tah& fiMii, W. kk by 

The jury thfe^\h«£*54 ' , 
chameters we^ ^!g4w |)b®iyo ' e^deice; . thoiagh' 
they might jKsaJjK whetf Jfe aiid,,jthafe 

thmigh* \rhbu t%o m«^ dth^^ 4i>!Ah:pt bit-kst ia, 

only mai>«iaughiei?'f;^fe'^h%^ on^ bf9,tn tha 'oaae'' 

bofore tUom/fthd, ^j^wrabatoc^^ tot At'tablt^'i'MfethjiS', oifch^' 
the law anppoabi pwetbr btidden, to'p {roallbfotia.--^ i 

They then dfcUbefatod Isponlfhir yerdtet, pd det^jfHiipd that Mn • 
tttfd Mr, Gregory wfeto guilty ojT miirdcr; ish4 Hr, Mer- 
chant, who had nh awbm, oully of man^lahghter. , , : ' • 

Thru ended tlufl taaemorable trial, lyhich la«ted eight 'b^to* ^ .Mr, 
Savagtjand Mr. Gfegofy'it'ere e'>ndptbd bitcdi: to pj^»on,;Wereihbj 
were m<'re olrwely ^jnduedt and lbk<|ed with .iri>n¥^ .<^f JIfly ponndft' 
weight: four days afterwards they werb.sent tochltoth'b ermpt to 
readve fi^'iiteiico : on vrhfch oocaHlon ‘Mr; Savage madb, at IV an |t 
eouid he retail, lecl in memory, ‘the following spejsch t ,1 

*’ It is now. my lord, too Ute to offer axiy thing by why of defenc^. 
or viudicatioii; nor oaii wb ex-ped^ froW your lO'rd«hip$,‘'|ih this 
conrt, hut the ftonteni:® which tbu, W rc<jairC8 yau,,»» jnidge^, to,, 
pronounce ag^inat mca pf onr bafamileuft condition, VS^ w^ arc 
nbo pei^uaded, that as mere men, and oat of Seat ngorous 
you dre suswptive Of the tender j>as0Op, and too hnmano 
not to coiumm-ate the luihapjy filtnatioi;i of those whom (he law 
svonetiams perhapiei-- exacts,-- from you to pronfjufjce upon. No 
doubt you distinguish bet/ween offences* w&fch arise out of pre- 
mCditutioTi, and a .di8po'«iti<m hjihituated to,' vice or imumrality,' 
and oikmces whiob are the stinhaupy oause of eaB«,dl ubseuce of 
reason, and sadden impnifec of passion ' we thVefor^^hnpe you wiU 
ooutri bate sill yuu can to ,an extension of that tot%i which thn 
gentUuhen <if the jury have bwn, plohved to Mr. M.orel\ahfc,- 
^"ht» {allowing fact^ a« )!jworn agatot us by the eyitieneb) has l;i^d us^ 
into this our calainily. ' I hope ibis will dot lw* cdnVdrped we 
, meant to reffect npoa t hat* gentleman, or iiftUiW atiy' thing from 
us upon hiui, or that wjs repine the thore ,at wfatb, wcauseftC Ijas 
no parlicipatioiii in it; in», myjord ^ , For my paH, J declare no-, 
tiling would more soitcu my giicf, tluiti to be without uny compa- 
nion in so great a misfortune,*',. , ^ . 

Mr, Sav^c had now no hopes of lift), btffe from the mercy of the 
Cmm, which was very early AoUOited by his friends, and which, 

Mr, Savage’s kfc. ' ^ ■ ' * , 

R P ' ' 




idtlji iPhaWw atwy may obtain beUeiV^obalnicted 

only ^|>y to itt^tlicr. ' 

the ^nimi him;; «be, mime w of an ipci- 
wh5c^ was omittcid in the order hf tito; that It nil^ht be 
meiitiooed tegother with thb pnrpoae wbieb it ento made to iwdrhe^ 
M f . ^sBavnga. 'irhea toeotrered to had on ihcossatij^. 

detire to ajH ak to his raother, wN'^Wa him la 

aitdi'efoHed him admW^a iato hear hoti^tie. , On* oTOttiag, Twhiiif, 

^ tisit Was to custom, iA fthofitwt that, aim' be^saw the 
tlo.it of her liottse by aoeid^ot opeai < he eateted it, and, dndiajl ao 
ocffloii in the hiimet h»% Went to aatuto lier* 

she dwuovered Mvi 'Wotse ho entered her lohjiM^hei*, alarmed toe, 
family fivith the most dwtreasful outotic^ amlv«wbea she Jiad by^ her 
screams gathered them about her^ ordered them to drive oat hf the 
boU'C rh,at’ Tillaiti, who had forded himsell in upon herv and eadea* , 
nourtid to muAr her. Savage, whotiad attempted with the most 
« auhm^lve t^nderac# to sefteu herrag^N bearibg her utter so detest- 
able aaieousatiou, thought it prtideat to retire, and, 1 believe^ 
nWT after attempted to apeak to her. - 
' jJut,fthot hed as he was by her falsehood and her cruelty, he ima' , 
giueti that ^lio iiiteuded m other use of her lie, than to set herself . 
free ii'Mrn hi\i embraces, and «olidtatloiis> and was very far from 
that sho would treaanro it jn hi'r memory as ap in^trw^ 
meiii of future wickedness, (w that nhe ivould endeavour, for this 
hct^itkiui assault, to deprive him of his 

ISnt wU<ju the’queen was solicited for his pard<?n, and informed 
Cf the eiWire treatmeat that he bad sudhml from hi» judge, she 
aiwwercd, that ho’^veycr unjustiUablo anight be the ijaaiinor of hia 
trial, or wljutever cjiteauatioi. the act for which ho was ooiidemiied 
luiirlit adioit, who.could i,mt think that muu a ]>rci^r object for the 
liiig’ft mercy, wholiad beeu capable. of entering hk mother’s bowse 
in iho niL'hr, with an iiitent to murder her. 

T\v whom tills atrocious calumny had been tmnsmiUod to the 
qmjCn-rwh ether she that had !<> vented had the front to relate it--* 
Whether she found any one iwisak eiiongb to credit it, or corrupt 
enough to concur .Avith-W in ber hateful, design — 1 know not i bat 
anethods b»d been taken to porsnadc the ^ween so stroiigly of the , 
Iruth of it, that she for a long too refused to hear any one of those 
who petitioned ibr hie life* 

TJuh had tjavftg® j>oii;ihod by the ^^vidfinOfi of a bawd, a strum- 
pet, and hi.s Tnotf‘,w, had jiot ju^ico and conipasftioa juroenred him 
m adv.jtatc of ranis too gimfc tolverejretod md'md4 and of virtue 
io‘j omiu's^ft to 1‘; heard without being believed. His merit and ,■ 
his calamiticss hap^Mmod to reach th® oars, of the Oountoafiof llcrt^ 
ford, who engaged in hi» si^ipport with all the tenderness that is CJt* ;.; 
cited by pity, and all the xeal that is kindled by gtjueroaiiy ; \ 

demandisig aiu aiidionoo of the <juccn, kid before her the whole se- - 
vios of his cruelty, eapojsed the imprubabilUy of on aexsti* 

sation by which hu mB charged with intent to oostoit a murder 
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that pfoduc^ no adva»it 0 |[e, and soon convinced hov Ww little 
. his fomer cOudact could deecm to hrmo&tioiied aa a reason for 
estraordhiar;y^'aev^'rity. ' , ' 

Ttid inkrnosition of this lady ivaa bo snoo^fal, that he was aoon 
ate admitted k HtbU, and, on the 172^> pleaded 

'tihehing^a'pardo^f -r 's i*'' '', 

''';\ Natural to ih^ei^onpon'Vhai per-, 

aocnie him, in a $o OjiiiHigeoilB ,an4 what 

8he oojtfld'faiploy all the ark of )pB;al5<% *^^ ffco aheers of 
calumny, to take anvav the life Of h^r oim of a «n» ivho had 
never injured h^r, tmh' vas never- supported hy te ^peufte^ nor 
efetruoW auy iir^pei^ j^eaBuVe or advantai^!* ; why she would 
endeavour to de^y him hya He— a lie widen oonltf n4 jpaiii 
' l^dit, htit mu»t ytbiBh of ‘ at trat moment of 
. tion, ated of w|»l6h hhly iHn can he sfiid to make it prbhable, that ii 
‘may ho ohRervod from’ her conduct, that the most exeeral^O crlmc« 
are sometimes commitkd.iw^ottt appar*int temptaiiom 
This mother iis wtill alive, and may pethape eveh yofc^ thoug^i her* 
maricc waB so often -defeated, cojoy the pleasure of fetlacUng, that 
the life, whS^^h sbo often ettdc.‘',Yf)ured to destroy, was at least short- 
ened by her miikrnal^^Iie^ that though she coiiM not tonsporfc 
her sou to the ptankiion, bury him in the shop of a uurchanio, or 
hiwtcn the hjin4 of the public exooutiouer, slie has had tho satisihc- 
tion of cmbiifcering all hia hoUm, and forcing lum into caiigcndcB 
that hurried on hia dei^h, , - / 

It h by no necossaiy to aggravate the eimmity of this 
woman^^t coniduefci in op^KJSitioii to that, of the Coui^- 
tcfciS of fTcrtford': uo one can fail to ol^,rvo how much more amiable 
it is to reHtyc, Uum to oppress, and t6 resoue inuocciiee from (Ja^- 
Iroctiou, fliJtn <0 destroy mthout at; injtrry. ^ 

Mr Savage, durijighfe impnBonmeni', hi^ tmb 
which he lay under sentence of death, behaved with great firm ness 
and equality of mind, and, cooftrmed by hi^ fartitudo the esteem of 
lh<>se who bpforo admired Si'iiifitr his' abiliticR, The peculiar cir- 
cumstances of hie life wete made more generally kh^JWh V ^ short 
acoonnt^, which was then pubUsbod,, dud of which Several thou- 
sandB were in a few vv^iksdisperBcd'cvcr the nation : and the ctuu- 
p;b\«ion of maukmd operated so powerfully in bis favour, that, ho 
was ciiabled/by fr<‘qURnt pwents, not only to aupport hunselt', but 
to assist Kr Gregory in prison; and, when ho was purdohed and 
rtileased, he found the hnmbar of Mb frieipts not Ifissanj^d, 
the natuTo of the act for which he bad been tfkd U'as iif telf 
doubtful; of the evidence which gppcjired Mm, the charac- 
ter of the man was not unexceptionable, that of the women notori- 
• ously infamous ; she, whoao llstimoiiy chiotly infltienoed iho jury 
to condemn him, arterwurds iffettSfibted her aas<^rtions. Ho always 
himself deuied that he w»a drank, ae bad been generally , reported. 

' ' V Written by Mr, BecldngUani and another gentletnan. • 
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Mr* U (1T4I) OollecW of Aotoa^ is said t© d^!" 

! chreH^' criimnal tHan hS wiw twaJ^moia, even hy «omo« 
V vho ; a«4 himaelf affc6rwaj*4s eonfeused, that 

hs^d.tir#t^4 Kiri ^ith usioomMon 'tigeur. When aH iKeae partiow*; , 
ISrs Sfo rat,^ to|^<itK©r, ^^rimpa tKA memory of Savage may not 
imioK sullied by 'to, triaL/ V , -,«'■ i ,' , , 'i‘ ' ''■' 

jSottie time after Ke;obtwii^ Ki« Shorty^ met in the 'i^mt the , 
vifoman who Kad sTwh with apt intt^ maiigpity Kim. She 

informed him, that ftKe .Fas in distress Rnd> of coil* 

Admee not ca^iy fefctalnaKlfr> dented Kim to rpUeyii ' He, in* 

! «tead of msnlliag her miaery,ja»d taking pjeasui^ IK the 
of ode who had brought bk life intodaniiler^ U^iswovod her gently " 
for her Ketjuiy ; add changing tb© on^y guinea ^mit he had, 
it tonally Wweeu her and himself. / ^ 

^ Thrift an action which in t-oftm ages trould Kite made n saint, 
and pcrte^s.ju others a hero, and whioK, witlionfc aby hyperbolical ) 
must be alkwed to be a#iKs#ice of nneomkon ^ener-; 

‘ opity, m act df com plicated virt ue j. by which h® at once rebeted; 
the poor, iH^rrected w lidous, and tbfgtvye ah enemy : by wKkh 3i© , ' 
at Oiiete romlited the strongest provocatiohe, and ihem^>8t 

ajhkut 'Charity. ' ■, , . ' 

CompasHien was iodtwHi the distingiiishiiig quality of S^avage ; be 
! nev'cr iippejvrpcl.ancHned to take .advantage' of woakbes?, to attiick., , 
tilt? delencoli^a^ or to prc6s nixm the faHihg :. whoever was dktree- 
sed, was cerfcstiu'at |Past 'of«»k giciod wishes j ami when ho could 
give no asskisjcace to uxtrioate them fVom misfortuusis, he endea* 
.voured to soothe them by sympathy a»d tendcrn^. , 

But when Ms heart was not softened by tho of misery, h© 
ftometimes ,obst.inat«s^ M his rese^itmont, and did , not q^nckly , 
lose the remembn^ce of an inj ury. Xl« a* wsiys contMuod to speak 
with an^jer of tM iOKOIenee and partlaHfcy ot Ihigo, and a short timo 
before hl« dtjath revenged it by a Wt^re*. 

U is natiiral to ctuiUire in what serms Mr. Savage spoke of this 
fatal action, wheii the danger wns pw, and he was nnaer no nwes^ 
Bity of using Any art- to set his conduct In the faircsiit light Ho wsn 
not willing to dwell upon ,it; ,aud> If he transiently mentioned it 
appeared ndther fo ©•’’nstdor himself as a murderer, nnr as a nmu 
wholly free from the guUt of blondf. How much and how long h© 
regretted, it anp^aret! in a pdetu , which ho pubUehefl Uiany years 
after waydsi occasioh of ampf of, vi^os^ which the failings 
of good mea were rocountad., ^nd In r^Meh thh aKH>or tiad rjideAV 
, voured illiltstrate Ms po&itioni ’that the bei^t May sometiuMs 
deviate from x'iftmf* hy m insUnco cf mui'der commifticd, 'by ; 
Sufrvag© in the heat of wine, Sayago remarked, that it w^ no very 
juftfe repjx^ftentM/ion of aijood man, to «up|K>4e him liablo.ib dfAnken* 
nesB, and^disposed MMsr^ots ib,cttt,throat$*, ■' ^ 

^ now Milled at liberty, but was, m. before^ wiiKopt ahy / 

' ^ Printed in iiie to collection. ' 

t In one of hlfi letters 3hV styles it “ a iWi AuMvel, but to© toWh.** V ; 
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mppdH than aekdenUl fAvons mi uncertain pa^)b^e af» 

; forded him ; 8our«e« hy which he wa««oa4etimeavciirj^li1)i^]lj«i^ 
plied, and which at other times wef^^ihddenlj etop|>Cd ; lo that ha. 
apent W'Weeu wiiut and phanty ; or what was yd wme; ^ 
twcon h^S^uary an4 extrataiMkriKsa.i reived was i 

the dft of chance, which might m mvoiithitn at one time as • 
anniEar, ho waa t«^|>fcodirt iwj^endwiwhS^ M Iia4 hohauae he al- 
ways h(>{>ed |o^bo,ioQ»>MdiM4y iupp|l^, ^ .,' ''; ' ',; 

Aaothar 0iutie <sf hie nroifuatun w<a ahaurd' kindncHa of hia 
frieud*t ^hoat once rew&ded arid en|dyhd h|» tamating 

hi Ott'.lt; Wen^s; httd habituating hto 'to ' otmlH 

not ^ord W aaihy> ahd/fwliiah, he upt gMe’.t4>;deii^.-himBelf, 
though he purdt^<>d t^itfxur^ of^'slngk Vtght by^^l^ of 

' cold End, hunger iV»r a 'week, ^ / 

The experience of th<^a inepni^ehicntses determir^adi hlni to eu' 
deavottr aftcif i^»e jjeiitli^dJncome, whifeli, having don|^ found sub* 
jhiauou and bitfeatiea1;'^Ttlcsd, he attempted to e3^i^t ,|i?afta hS« 
inothfif by mtgho^ uiethods. Be had itowi os be ^chnowledge^i 
lost that tCridiimoBS for In^n which the whole* eerica of her crnelty 
hud not btiKiu able w holly to repres^' tiM he JbWnsdj by the efTorfe 
which she had made for his destruction, that she tm not content' 
with refusing <jp aiiidfii him, and being neutral ji» bis stiruggiee with . 
poverty, but wft& ready to every opportunity of adwing; to'hi» .. 
misfortune i and that she >wi novr to be consideied mlm enemy ' 
jmpljicabiy uniiiclUt^, whom uothing but hj» hlood could satisfy, 
lie tiicMore threatened to hamas her w;iih lami^oons, and to 
publish ft narrative d her oondnoti uejm she consented 

to pntchftsc ftp eaemptioft from lufamy. by allowb^g Mm a penf-irm. 

Thk' expedient iwovnd stiiwsfol. Whether shaam still survived, 
ttmugh viHuo wa> extinct, or whether her relations had more de- 
licacy than hcrsolf, and imagined tiaat.fH>me of which 

satire Jtiighfc point at her would glance upeu theih ; lUord Tyrconnel, , 
whatever were Idu motives,. Upoti Mspconaisc to day aside liif* 'des'gn 
oOjxpo^big the cruelty of his moiber, ramvvd hi)iu in|ohis fathily, 
tr/tod him m his equal, and o»g%ed to allow b|m a iieuftion of 
i wo hundred pound.'* H year^ .' ''' ’ 

This wttStbo golden ;part oflVIn 8n.vage*fi,Ufc: and for time 
he bed no fb c^mpl un of l^udune ; lik appcftraijsbe waisspk'ii- 
'did/hk and hk acq^ainfanoe extensive.' jfe was " 

, (ioucted by all who Wideavopred to bo thought iDfoh Wf genius, W 
ca resold by ftll'Whovfthio<bjlhcwtelr4«suporra.rftfth’ed'.tM . ,To ftd- 
tnire Mr. Bavftge, waft ft pnoof of dk^ntueni; and t<Wbe Acquainted 
with , him, wio? - a tO 'ptwiicftl /yepatation. ' Hk 'PreiemOe was 

Sufficient to luftkc any placo of luiblic ftntortuinijftfmt p^Alar ; and 
his approbati<in and gaiimple conatilut# tbe.fofthS^J'ni So powerful 
k geniirs, when it k inyoslod of affinOnce ! Men 

wiUiftgly pay to fottutoe that kh«y owe to merit, and , 

are pkawi when they have .ap opportunity at once of gmtiiying 
thek and pracftlsing jthmr diaty. , . • . 
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Thii intOTOl 4 p0&i^if famisbod Juj^ i^tb ijf 

enlargtog?^ k^wle4^>f hnmm .liatur^#, fe dofii®i(!fJ)Mbg life 
Iromits liighitt midaUw i& iislo^e^: 
lkppUad^fc!& poetry, ,b0 i^muld pytbaps not ^Mye had i^ny 

BuperifliB ; for, as ho mover sniffed any Boene 
nronut notice* he.bad froaB^w:^^ in b|B latiad al) tbft dxltfcifei^t oowi*'- 
hinatianB of peMiQins, and the inmuai^h^ inWtnySl of ‘vicOjand , 
Tirtuo,^iiChdUtjDguWb onn<4mr^er;.^^ and, as biK ,, 

/coBoeptiou was atroiig, /bis p:!|^rcB$ioJia, w,<n*o.olto ' 

' oeired impr^^ssions from objocts,an4 ^ry|Wi%,t^ 
tOiotbera. ■ / ,., ' ' ’ ,, ■,', ■' '' .' / 

f)f bis aabi obsomti^ns on buinaii li^ ha Jisit a p^f, 
wbicb would , do honour to tlia greatest hames, fea'ama)! pajiipblet, 
called The ^tte to be lot*, wbere bo intart»aucos Iscariot 
ney, a prostitute' scriblerj giwnga^) accmini of hw birtb, Ids odncta^ 
tion, bis disposition and morals, habits of lji|e, and miax»irs,of ebn- 
duct. Ja ihe introduction are r»<Uted maiij Beferethisfc('ric<? of Iba , 
fetty wl’ltm of that tiine, but som<itimos nfiisod with nngenoroas 
redeotiouj^ on thoii* birth, their cifcaflistiinces, or tho^^e! of their re- 
lationa ; nor-cim It be denied, that some po^i^agcs arofenob as Iseariot 
Hackney ndght lum'ujlf have ivrf«ittce4. 

He was aocascd likewko of Imng in an apJ>4‘iranco bf friendship 
with Borne whom ho Batiri^od, and of making ueaof tfe cojdidbtwc 
which ho gained by a.teeemitig kindness, to dificovot i'aiUnga and tx^ > 
pose them : it must b® t?onfes»od, tlmt Hr, SaVi^vgc's esteem w'a? no 
very eertaiw poss^‘sdpn, and that bo would hunpoou at one time 
those w horn he had praiacd at aaoth^u’. 

It may le alleged, that tho same man may ' change bu prini^ 
ciples ; and that he, who wuh once dc^^-rvcdly <'omiociided, may be 
afterwards satirist with e<j[aal justice; tT$(j that the poet wim 
da; 22 lwl with the appearance of virtu?;, and found the man whom he 
had coUbratftd# when he had nn opr^^rtujjiiy of t xamining him 
more narrowly) unworthy of tho imu^yric which Lc bad tof* hasti- 
ly bestowed I and that, ns a fnlse Bawto, ouiiht to b» recanted, for 
the 'sake of him Whoso rtjpntation yuay by ’ftijured, false yunboenght 
likewise to bo obviated, lest, the distinction between vice hud virtue 
should be lost, lest a had man should bs truftfed upon tho credit of 
hiri encomiast, or lest others should endeavour to obtain the like 
praises by the same means. , 

But though tht^e cxcuftca may be dim idau^im^ ind soiUetlmca, 
just, they arc very seldom eatbdactoiy l^, mankind ; ,^d the writer, 
who is not constant to hU subject, (jmckly rinks intC contempt, his 
aatire loses its force, and hia panegyric ijfi value ; and ho is only 
considered at one time as adatteiv'T, and n«a oalu^Amtorat another,' 
To avoid those imputaitlon^ it is only necfMty to follow ihfe 
rules of virtue, and to preserve an unvaried regard to jbrtith. For 
though it is undoubtedly possible that u man, however cauUoi^, 

^ ", ♦ Printed in his Work, Pol. lip, 2S I . ' ■[ 
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may be aemetlmes ileoeived by an aj^pidaaianco of virtue, w 
by faj^e evideneea of guilt, sucu errors will not be frequent ; ana it 
. be allowe^^ that w nemo an a^thnt would never have been 
made ooutempUble, bad no man ifVer said whut bn did not think, 
or jnialed other* but when hu waa himself doocived, 

Tho Author to be let '' was published in a single panipKlot, and 
‘ after warde inserted ih a eolleotlon of pieces relating to the Dunoiad, 
which were addi^ased by Mr. Bava^ tb the Batd of Hlddleftex, in 
a * dedication which he was proval&d hpon to »ig% though be did 
nOi; write it, ind in whl*h there are some position^ that the true 
author would ^haps not ha%^c publi*'hed under his Wn tiame, and 
on which Mr. oavt^ afterwarda reflected with no great satisfac- 
tion f the ennmerjSion of the bad cflects of the tmoontrolled free- 
dom of the press, and the ae^terdon that the liberties taktm by tJw 
; writers of Journals with their eUporiorH weic exorbitant and im* 
justifiable/' very SB bflcum%i««n» who have fbom^elvosnoiahvajs 
the onaotoftt regard to the hus of euhordmation in their 
writings, and Who ha\ti oilcn aatiriacd iliobe that at l^a-sb thought 
thcmsolvc'i their supcrioi'S, cs they w$re eminent for ihur heredi- 
tary ranX, and employe d in llu> highc'-^t ofliees of the kingdom. Bub 
this is only an ini!»lanco of fhai parfialify vhich almosl every man 
indulgoa with legnrd to hiaii^df * the liberty of the prps^ is a ldei»4- 
ing when we are inclined to write agai»'-t Vvthcra, and a calamity 
when we find ourselves overborne by ilie multitude of onrawsiil- 
ina^ , as the power of the crown is always thought too great by 
those who suiter by its influenoe, and too iittlo by those in whose 
favour it IS exerted ; and a standing amy generally ac<' 0 \mted 
nece.'sar} by floss's who command, and dangtreus and oppresi^ivc by 
those who MUppoit it. 

Mr. Savage w is likewise v^ry far from btlleving, that the Jetfcmn 
aimoxod to cju h i^peeica of bnd poets in the Bathcjs ivere, as he was 
dirroted to a^^sert, ‘"set down at random ii>T whvn he wai charged 
bvonool hii^fj lends nith putting his name to such un imprclb.v 
bility, ho had no other answer to make than that he did not ihink 
of itV' and his fiiond had too mueh tendeimess to reply, tliat next 
to the crime of wnling contrary to W’^hat ho thought, was that of 
writing vilhout thinking. 

Alter having icinarkeo vba< is fabc in this dedication, it is pro- 
per that I tbi impartiilify vrhich I lecoutineud, by declar- 

ing what Savage assorted j that thcncoouiit of the cin.‘uuislauce8 
which attended the publication of the tluuciad, however strange 
nnd impitobable, exactly true. 

The publication of this piece at this ilmu nisod ^Ir. Sat^igc a 

f ront number of enemies among those that were aUackod by Mr. 

opo, nith whUm hO was cunsidiwed as a kind of confederate, and 
whom he was suspected of supplyinff srith i)ri\ate mtonigenco and 
secret iueidontR t so that the igaomlny of an informsr way added to 
the teiror of a sotirbst. 


« Sea hit worki, A ol. 11, p, asj. 
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That lie WM Bci jiliog’ethei free from litet^ liypoti4l7, 

li« »ometdme«i B|:^3te one tbing and wrote anotlxer, cannot Tba^enicdj: 
bocan^ he confe^i^od, that, lived with ikmi- , ' 

liairitfilRulh Dennis. Uo wrote an epjgra% l^agjaanst Idm*; ■'■ i'*'* '*( . 

hiwpvcr, eet all the .iaali'^'.iof all iha|<i^'y 
^je^nce, and thought the Irifiiidshi^ihr?^**' cheaply ptliri; ^ 
/hbaaed bv being exi)o.sed%^o tdieirsicenfittre^id iWif^hatied; 'her\i 
liad ho any reamm to ropen^ ‘iot IhA pt'^fkrenop;' jhr he found Ml*l ' 
I’opc A steady and ixhhlionablefrferid altai^t'lo » 'end of hil 1 jjfei :>f>h 
About thiB time, nofcwithsfandijig hiaa^wd u^dimUty with , 
gard to party, he published a panuiytde'in Sir Hbbert Walpoie/fer '' 
which lie wa» rewarded by Mm with twenty gdfihi«i», a fiutn not very ', 
lar^e, if cither the excellence of the pefform^c^ «r the aiHueuce 
oftnepatroib bo considered: but greater than he afterwards ob^ 
tained from a person of yet Mglfcr Tuiik, and, more , deniroiH in,' 
appearanjjfe of being diatirtguilliof m aA>atrouAf literature. ^ 

As he Va« very far from approving the condtiut of Sir IW>er{f' ' 
*Walpo*e, and in com'^cmtlon mentioned ,him W)metlmid8 with ucri^ 
inoiiy, and gonerally with contempt : as ho wtls otie of thono who , : 
were always lajalous in their nssertibna la the justice of the lute Op- 
poMon, jca’rttH of Die rights of the people, and alarmvd by Uie long- ' 
contlmicd triumph of fbe Court; it was natural tautih him whnt 
could induce him to employ his poetry in praii^e of lihat man who 
vvai*, ill" his opinlotf, an tnemy to HMirty^ nnd an oppresi w of hU > : 
Coiiutry'? He alkdg^d, that' ho was then dei^Cndent vh thebord ' * 
tl'yTconwd, ,who wai^ an impUciv follower of the loinistr) ; and th it • 
etjjoined tiy him, not without menaces, to'wiUc ic praise of his' 
leader, he had not resolution suHici-ent to a^crificw* iho plofumre of 
athuen'ev? to that of inieguty. - ,1 

On this and oa many other-ocCi'Mionf. ho was '' ready to lament thO' 
misi ry of living nt the tji bless of oOi^r meriy ivhjch ua-n hi)< fde from 
f]i,>m the hegimdag to the end of his llM* for 1 know urd. whether , 
he over hfi-d* for three pHiutb* rotftiOior, a haliitaiion, iu,'‘ 

w hich he could claim a right of ' 

To thisH uiiinppy htaio it i? jtist to impute much of tlm iiu'iui- 
ptahoy nf hi-^ cowduefc { for though A rvailint'a^^ to c< unply with tim ' 
indinatiou of oib^jru 'WaS jnn.piirt of,'Ms n.Unrul dnsvaetor, yet he 
was s-uite/imes blfjigat to'relax hi^itvWinMy, and submit his own, 
judgment, imd'setycU liH virtue, tothogovarUineut of thu’^'bv nlioni 
Jit' wafe supported : ko that, if his mij«^ries h'ero'S,omotiTi!ios tin' ceU" , 
Re<jnein-eft ol liistliults, he ought ,u-ot'ya^/io bo wiiolly excluded com- 

TM.4 liplgraoj ft'tw, t bolwvc, n' vet i/ubliftbed, ' 

, IjimiuhjnVt youi juoaarijh, or dl^ueff<i >:oiUf another j ' . 

, ttay, vi)»;U roveiig<j mi c«n be baO, V 

Too dull tor laagbttr, for reply iooTfind? ' ■?', 'J f '-N' • 

,On one so pf»or yom oaiUiot tnkt* iho law, v 

(to one S'l oldl your sworU you »eom l;p dr&w, , , ' < , 

^ UupaH'tl then, IcUhehjirnjlew? raonBter rttgc, 

06Cure in dulluefW, madueafi, want, and rage, , ' 
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becatiBo Ms fwtlts w<>re wy oft«n ilws <>f M4 mis- 
fbrtuhWK* 

In tiiis ijay period* of life life, while be wnii smtcnmded W nf*' 
ilaence atjid pfe*««ro, he gftbliiJbed Tb e liV a»4®^er,^ n moral pbem# 
Of which tM design is 4»S|ftprl^io4 these lines : 

1 ny u)i public all ynsAt strife^ 

To osy the tmpm A iSth »5<w life t 

To tWwc, the son**jwj»«h o»*y om 

1 lie fiflilt® OfljJiM t(» hu*f»tl«rg ^iotlife <rf woe t 
"■ That ev*n oalsmitiy^ by thought refin'd, 

Tniipltilig and adopiA theaUikiiig mind. 

And more distinctly in iho lollowing passage : 

fty woe, Ihs »wil the dating action twclW ; 

By wOf , in plaintlesi patience it excels : 

Flora pntiuioe, ptudept clear e^pnienoe springSi 
And tracea toiowledgo mrottign the courie of tmxEga I 
Thence hope ii fetfin'd thence feitHndev tnoceas, 

Rfiimvn ;^whate «r men cornt and oaxeM. 

Thi«5 porfomance was always oonsifloreil by himself as his mns^r- 
piecc ; and Mr. Pope, when he asked hl« oranion of it, told him, 
that ho read it oma mer, and wa» not dJapleased with it { that it 
gave him more pleai^nre at the second perusal, and delighted him 
still more at the third. 

U has \mn generally objected to *'The Wanderer/* iUst the do* 
sign is oh'ftcure, and the plan perplexed ; that the images, however 
bcaatiilil, snceecds each other withaut order , and that the whole 
perfomance is not so <nnch a regular fabric, as a heap of shining 
materials thrown together by accident, which atfikea rather with 
the iw>lcmn magniticenee of h stupendoui ruin, than the elegant 
grandeur of a finished pile* 

This criticism 1*4 tmlvewah and therefore it is reasoxmble to be* 
licve it at least in a great degree just ; but Mr. Savage is al ways of 
a contrary opinion, mid tbought hh drift could only be missed by 
negllgcTU’o oj stupidity, and that the whole plan was regular, and 
the parts distinct. 

It was never <l^>hied to abound with strong representations of Ua- 
ture, and just observationg upon life; and it may be observed, that 
most of hi<i pictures have an evident tendency to illustrate his tat 
groat position, ** that good k the nonseouence Of evil/’ The sun 
tl^t bums up the moun tains, fructifies the vales i tho deluge that 
mhos down the broken rocki with dreadful impetnoeity, is separ- 
ated into the purling brooks; and the range of thehnrnoane puri- 
fies the air. 

Even in this poem he has not been able to fbrbear one touch 
upon the cruelty of his mother, which, though remarkably deli- 
cate and tender, a proof how deep an impression it had upon his 
mind. 

This must b^ at lea^t acknowledged, which ought to be thought 
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c<j[uiv^eai to inii^ other eaccelleocos^ t^at .tti€( jpwsom jrdtticilo '' 
; no of 'iirtuo. and tV^ it k^ymuptii^ik^'' 

a verfeatrong'ilcoBC oHheofficao 7 ‘of‘|oltoonv, ^ / j/,- ' ;• '' '-;'^ 

whj^'teo^, We:o‘oca^od^dt f sh4i Idw^ toa- 

tho ,*p^#oiiJar ,paJft^eft which lio^lfe f .jSlMvU ia#!!hot 

iWw i^o'OJtooJlchcfiofhia di^dj^idhii^ iior oa fho tmji- ' 

ficf portj?ait of saici«Je> uor point ouHhe totttt tooohc®* hy f hibh ho 
liaa distti^^hshed the iut<^ectnal tet^es of the rebels, who.auj|4^j,< 
death in thi# 2a$t canto. It is, howetor* proper to objerve, t«^t 
Hr. Sawo declared the ohm-acters wholly dcilttous^ uud 

without w leaat oJkeion to anv ml popaoue oc.aotioha / : 

?rowft poem ao diligently khoared^ and po succeeafdliT 1tthi»ho«lf 
it might hi^imaonahly expeoM 0iat Keehoula havo gained con- 
aidor&k advantages f nor can i^ithout some degm of iudigna- 
fcion and nohoern, he told,;ihftt he sold the oopy, for ten guinetis/nf 
which he afterwards retiittmdisr^ that the two last sheets of the 
worh Joaight he reprinted, of which he had in hie absionce instrusted 
the oorreetion to a friend, who^was too indolent to perform it with 
aecuTUcy. 

A,(jupcratitioue reiard to, the correction of his sheets was emo of 
hlr. toago's poculiaritSesj he often altered, reviW#. reenrrtMl to 
his dmt reading or punatnationy ,and again adopted the aUoration ; 
he wae dahicuiB and Irresdluto without end, as on a queplion of the 
last importanoe, and at last was seldom sa^shed i the inirasion or 
omissian of a comma wns/sndicient to discompopo him, aud he. 
would lament an error of a single letter aa a heavy c^amity. In 
one of his letters rhkting to an impresion of »ome verstfn, he re- 
murha, that ho had, with regard to tlte cmeotion of the proof, 
speW upon him ; and indeed the anxiety with, which ho dwelt upoii 
the minutoftt and moat trillijig nioetie^^ dcsemd, no other namo^ 
than that of fascinatiom i 

, That he sedd so valuable a peifoa^manco for ao price, was 
not to bo imputed either to ueOesjuty, by whkh the Icftrncd and in- 
genious are often obliged to submit to very hard condition;* ; or to 
avarice, by whieh the b<w5ksj<^erB are fro^uiehtly incited to oppress 
that genius by which th^ are aupportedjv but to that intemperate 
dealre of pteastme, ;ftnd haliitual slavery to his psedons, which in- 
volved him in many perplexities. He happened at Umfc time to be . 
engaged in the pteuif: of some trihint p fttincation,a»d, b^dng witk 
out money for ilm presexit oocason, sold his pecan to. the tot bidder/ . 
and perhaps for the first price that was proposed, e^d would ptTf^h, 
babJy have been content with less, if leas had been offo ©d hiin, 3 

This ^ poem was adduced to Lord TjTconnel, not only in jfcho 
hrst lines, but in a formal ^dication tilled with the highest atralns ' 
ofpmu^rk/alxd the wariiwjat profession^ of giatit^tde, but by no 
meai^s remarkable for delicacy of connection or elegance of style. „ 

These praiaea in a abort time he found hiito^f iir^ined to retrlM^* ' . 
being discarded by the on^. whom he had b^towed tbem> nud i 
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he then im*ae4iAte}y diseovered not to hafo deaened them. 
Of thiB quarrel, which ©very day made moreldlter, Lord Tj^itotnel 
and Mn Savagi aeaigned which might perw 

haps all in reality oonottr, though they We not all convenient to 
he alledged by either tod fpmm^ atoned^ that it was 

the constant pmcticchf !Wf» Eavtge to tnter » ta^ftt With any com- 
pany that proposed It, drink the a^osfc eatpenftive wine» With great 
profusion, and, whed the reckoning was demasaded^ th be without 
money ; if, as it often happened, his oempsny wane willing to de- 
fray his part, the affair ended without any iU eunsequenceOj but if 
they wore refmotory, and expected that the wine ahonW bo paid for 
by him that dranl it, his method of composition was^, to take them 
with him to his own apattment, assume the |ovewimont of the 
house, and order the butler in an imperious manner to tot the best 
wine in the cellar before his company, who often drank till they 
forgot the respect duo to the h<mse in which they were entertained, 
indulged themselTes in the utmost extra'i'aganca of xnnrriment, prac- 
tised the most liceutions ^broUeS, and committed all the outn^cs of 


drankeniu'ss, * * 

Kor was this the only charge which the Lord Tyrconnel brought 
agiunst him : Having given him a collection of valuable bow, 
stamped with hi» own arms, he had the mortifiCft-tlon to see in 
a short time exposed to sale npod the stalls, it being u><ttal with Mr. 
Savage, when he wanted a amalifeum; to take his books to the pawn- 
broker. 

Whoever was acquainted With Mr. flavage easily credited both 
these accusations : for naving been obliged, from hift first entrance 
into the world, to subahit n]>on expedients, affluence was not able to 
exalt him above them, and so much was be delighted with wine 
and conversation, and ao long had he boeu accustomed to live by 
chance, that he would «t any time go to the tavern without scruple, 
and trust for the re<‘konijug to the liberality of his company, and 
freipiently of compony to whom he was very little^ biowjpi, This 
conduct indeed very seldom drew upon him ttoe iuconvonienoee 
fUat might be feared by any other person ; for his conversation wae 
so ontertaining, aud hie addfes^ so pleasing, that few thought the 

S lcoHure which they received iftomflua dearly purchased, byjiay- 
iig for h'w wine. It was hk peculiar happiness, that he scarcely 
ever found n stranger, Whom he did not leave a friend ; but it must 
likewise be added, that he had not often a friend long, without ob* 
liging him to become a strangfr. 

Mr. Savage, on the other hand, declared, that Lord Tyrconnel * 
quarrelled with him, because he would not subtract frotn his own 
luxury and extravagance what he had promised to alb^w him, and 
that his resentment was only a pica for the violation of hiB promise. 
He asserted, that ho had done nothiuj^ that ought to exclude him 
fromihat subsiHteuoe wbich he thought not so much a favour, as a 


^ His exprt'Sfllon Irt one Of hi^ letter* was, *• thet Lord Tyrconnel had invoWod 
hh estate, and therefore poorly souglu an ooeasloo to qumel with 
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it wn^ 4 »ffer«i liha topon oouditioma wMch h& liad ix«t^ 
broken 7 thtt kle only fault m\ that he could not bo aupporttd 

with Uothiug, ^ ^ « 

He aekUow]ed|ed!, ttai l<ord fyrconuel eftea 6Jth)|»rtod him to 
regulate hia lue^iod pi 1% and Uiis^ to epud all hk sugh^ iti 
tarernfl^ and that he appeat^ed dadr^ua %tm wotdd thoae 
hourti mth Mm, whieh he eo finely bestowed upim others. Thia de- 
mand Hr. oeusidered ad a oeusare of ihia eouditct» which he 
could never patiently bearji and which, In thekiierand cooler pajrts 
of his life, was so offensive to hinit, that h^ cN^red it us his resoln* 
tion, to spurn that friend who anouM proanme to dictate to him f 
and it is not likely, that In his harlier years he roo^uvod admonitions 
with more oalmnS^ ■* 

He ym likewiee Inclined to yemt endh expectations, ab tending 
to infringe ids liberty^ which he was veiy jfealons, when it was 
necessary to the gmMeation of hk passions^ ah^d declared, that the 
rf<jue«t was etflll more unreasonabiS, as the company to which ho 
Was to have been cenfinied was inenp^fcahly disagreoalile. This 
nSBcrtion nffords another Instance Of that incouBistcncy of his writ- 
ings with his courersatiou, which was so often to be ob«:ervcd He 
forgot how lavishly ho had, in hk Hedication to *^The Wanderer/’ 
extolled the delicat*;^ and penetwrfion, the humanity and genorositv^ 
the candour and politeness oi the man, whom, when he no loi',^r 
b'ved him, he declared to be a 'imteh without underatanding, 
without goodnature, and without justice; of whose name he 
thought himself obliged to leave no trace in nny future edition of 
his writings ; and accordingly blotted it out of that cojiy of ** The 
Wanderer " which was in ms hands. 

During his ©ontmusnee with the Lord Tyrclinttcl, he wrote *' The 
Triumph of H^ssdth and Mirth,” on the recovery of i;ad> Tyreon- 
nel from n languishing ilium This performance k remurkabie, 
not only for the gaiety of the ideas, and the melody of the nomberii, 
but for the ^©eable hotion upon which it is formed. Mirth over- 
whelmed with fioiTOw, for the aiekness of her fwourite, takes a 
flight in quest of her sister Health, whom she finds rcclinmg upOta 
the brow of a lofty mourniain, amidst the firagrance of perpetual 
spring, with the breeaes of the mommg'Sporfeing about her. Being 
solicited by her aister Mirth, she readily promW her asshtauoe, 
flies away in^a cloud, and impregnate the Wateril of Bath with new 
virtues, by which the fikknem of Belinda la relle^vedf 

As the repntation ofhk ahilitiias the paiticnlar circumstances 
of his birth and hfe, the splendour of his apiipurance, and tlio dis- 
tinction which was for some time paid him by Lord Tyrconnel, en- 
titled him to familiarity with persons of higher rank than those to 
whose conveTBatlon he had been before admitted ; he did not fhil 
to gratify that curioulty, which induced him to take h nearer view 
of those whom their birth, their .oihploymeiifa, or their fortunes, 
ne^warily place at a distance from the greatest part pi mankind. 
%W to examine whether their merit was iiiagnlfi«4 diminished 
by the medium through which it waa contemplated ; whether the 
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mlMidoor irttt wMch tbey d««aled ffcei* #J»b^ wm intfiMut if 
iftemwlve^, pr only rptlpot«i<l tj^esa ®y io« pfejPotj tW >yttWGou«Ml- 
#jd thm ; md. vhetV great pm fOr bgi» ^ 

Mfli stations inacle great meUi ^ ^ ..... 

W fchie purposelie took all ap«o»lli|itt?e« pf co»irci»inff famih- 
axly witlii tKpse vtho were mm ^i^mm vt t« f r ike*r 

noiretr (wr (hpir in^apiA t lie watokw wk Innw aii4 ex- 

imined their dome^IpbeliaT^pwr, wMthatiij^jto^fboli nature 
had gm'n him, and Hlieb ike uiMJtMbiami nrlc^Uf his life had 
pontrjibuted to au^ihat 

U produced in a vigojwtid mind, by m ahsplnto jBKjedoiu £roin aU 
prefNing or dojn4tie fePg'ifeaf^Ppta , . , ^ ^ ^ * 

lli$ diKoepiiment therefore beew !foun4 ^ 

pfrsim, and in every ihat dejerred i hu 

vaa supported by «tb«n», iiitVut auy we was 

t>j arotote at loinure to pnwmeto elMi^rvationk 
3^{oi t oifcumatarioeii to corftule a critic ou iiaxpan life oouia not 
easily onicixr , nor MpPd ondJ^ any ma»> who assuw^ acci- 
duital advaniagch more praise than he jpoald jiUi>tly claim from his 
leal merit, admit any apquaiutaace moro dangers than that of 
Mavago , of whom Uhen^nw H mast ha confessed, ilmt abUities 
really rxahetl Jib.ne the pemmon level, or virtue refined pas- 
miif or proof ugai^jbt oorrnption, could not oiwly find «* abler 
judmv 01 a warmer ad^oeHt<^ , . , 

What was the re«!uH of hir* Baxftge’a wwpiiry, though he was not 
n*uph Acem^tnuxed to Of.iiceal hm disooveriee, H may not be rnUrejy 
sate to rdstt*. iK'oaUHclhe pi»r«iiu«i ivhosecharaotewihe cdUoSteil are 
powerful i nud ppi^er and rerieutwent are seldom Urangm; nor 
yumld it pethapi^ hr vholty jofet, because what he asserted in con- 
i*.rsatwn might, iooughtiue in general, bo hpkh toed by some 
monmniuy ordoUr of inuginattoi and, it (i^lp dehwd only 
itora mOumn, nviy be imi^rtccflv rquesmtod; ^that thejdeture 
at fiiH aggia's^ited, and then u»^K^I^u^y copied, may be justly aiis- 
ppclal to loUia .10 great if^ecmhlAnce of the prignial. 

It m.y, h..wMi\r. be oh^orvU, that he did not appear to have 
tormed very elevated ideas di thone to whom the udmmistratiott of 
ur the conduct <»f panics, hris been Uitni9tfid> have 
hop'll Considered fts the advocates of the crown, or the guardians of 
Iht people; and %ho have obtained the most impj|!4t confidei^cc, 
and iJic Joudtfet applauses. Of one particular who hoa been 

at one tiniQ so popular m to fie geueraWy esteemed, mja at smother 
so ftJtniidttble as to U univetHany detested, he oWrveo, that his 
ftcnui-fition^^ hid hmi capacity wis narrow, and 

jthafc tin whole range ol hjs mind ww from obsnimity to poUtitJs, 
^d from poUiice to obscenity. 

But the oppoiiunUy of induking hl« speouloitioim Km gi eat ciMU^ 
ucters wa$ liow ast an end. He wSs nasUahed from to table of Lora 
^yruoimel, and' turned o^ain adrift Upon th 6 wmid, without to 
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no provision ag^nsi n Uko this. : An4 ihongh it is not 

to be imagiaewi But tbnt tbe »epat»t|(m mnst for eoino time liavo 
been preceded by coldness, peevieim®^ or neglect, thongh It wM 
nnd(^nbtedly the eouseon^cc of.oc^mtilntied prorocatidne on both 
aides ; every ope that teajcw Savi^e wiU, believe^ that to 

him it im m andden ,«0 * oiwhe tbnnder ; thot, >hmigh no 
Biiglit havn tranwently swapected* it, he had never anfered any 
thongbt so tinpleasing to sink into his niind, phttnat he had driven 
it atfay by ahmseroentp, or dreama of fetpre felicity and affiuonoe, , 
and had never taken any m^ret l^^^hioh\ he might prevent 
precipitation fhiim plenty to i»di^ ' , . ; . . 

Thk qvmd mi iwqoaratjiM^ and t^ mfBcultieB to whioh Mr, 
Savage was exposed by thein, Were oaon known both to his fyend| 
and enomios:; nor wes it long betbb jhb perooiyed, from the b«ha- 
vionr hnw ia ^ed.to|ho Itist^ of gemna by the 

ornanienite'^ -'Wealths ^ ,r '*l ■■ 

His c^dUilen did-not appear te.eihUe mnoh compasaion ; for lie 
had not boon always careful to i^^he adt^ahtages he enjoyed with 
that moderatian which ouffht to MtW been with more tlian nsnal 


caution preserved by him, who |ci^ if he Imd neglected, that ho 
was only a dependent on the behnty of anoit^, whom ho could ex* 
peot to adpporfc himimoionger than he andeft^ourcd to preserve his , 
fevtmr by. compiying withhia inoltnoticns, ^^nd whom he novertho- 
loss aetat #aanco,hnd Wa#^Do»tinn^d^y ir;iiaUng by negligence^ . 
ejicroaohmcnta. , ’ * ’ 'v ' 

-Examples nised not bo Bought at any great dfetaace to prove, that 
superionty of fortune has a natural, tendency to kindle pride, and 
•that pride ftoldom Mia to ozerfe, itself in contempt and ia<iult ; and 
if this is cdten the eflSect of here^tary wealth, and of hoaoum on- 
joyed only by the merits of others, it is feme exteatiation of any 
inoideut triumph tiP which this unhappy man may have been bo^ 
trayed) his Mosperity Wfis heightoed by the force of novelty, 
and made more .intoxicating by a Bonse of the mimry in which, he , 
hadw long ianguiahed, and pr haps of the inKults which he had 
formerly borne, and which be ought now think himself entitled to 
rov’ei^e^ ht i* too cominon thoso who have uaijufitly enffered 
pain, to inHiot it likewise in tlieir tnnd with the same injuBtioe, and 
to imagitie that they have a right to treat they have them- 

■ sc^Vijjs been'tgaited,:'' ' ■ ,sv ‘ /' 

4^hat Jfr. Sayagb was too mnoh §kv&t&4 hy-any food fortune, is 
generally known j and some pasRages^of hk introduction to ^*1’ho 
Author to be let su^ciently shew, that kc did not wholly rCfmiii 
such satire, as be afterwards thought unjust when he was 
exposed to it himself; for, when he was afterwards ridicsuled ih 
, chafer of adisUe^a^po^jfe hn very easily diBcpweryt, that / 
distress w«e a, propw subject lor .merriment,, or topic of inveo^ 
tive. He was able, tp diaCWt that if wj^iae^ bo the effect of 
virtue, it ought to be reverenced, j if of iu*foi?tnno to be pitied,^ 
mid if of vmOjnot to bo insulted, hecauBe It is peiiiapB itself » . 

|o the crime by which it jTOdnwi Am 
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tke InimATiity of iho-t man e^ndosem so panegyric, whoia capable 
of repmcliiftg a crimibal in tbe Uatida of ih& executioner. 

■ But tbeae roftectiona, tliougb they mdllj occurred to him in tlm 
first and last parfe^ ofhis life, were, I am afrfid, for a long time forgot- 
ten; at least they like btigaty other maximet tr^nrefi up in 
mind rstliim' for fehcw tnitn iise; eporatefitiity little upon his 
oondnctv however elegantly ho h^ght explain 
he might inonlcaie, them. ' 

Ilis degradation, therein, ftotk the which he had en- 
joyed with sudh wanton th^ghtlcsaimss, hy many 

m an occasion of triumph. , ^fhose who had beCoPe liaid«thelr court 
to him without aficoeS8;sooa returned the contcaiipt which; they had 
Buffered ; aud they wUh had received favours froth Mm, for uf a^ch 
Ihvottrs as he could bestew he ,;waaf very liberal, did not alway re- 
member them. 8o much moat^ certain are the effects of iwntment 
than of gratitude ; it is not^ only to many more pleasing to recol- 
lect those faults which place others below them, th^ those virtues 
by which they are themselm jwmiparative depressed ; but it is 
likewise more easy to neglect than to recompense ; and though 
there are few who will practise a lalxwions virtue, there will never 
be wanting multitudes that iHil indulge in easy vice. 

Savage, however, im very little distuibed^t the marks of con- 
kmpt which his ilbfortunft brow^t upon lum, from the*''' whom 
he never e<jteemed, and with whom he never considered himself as 
levelled by any ^lamities: and thought it was net without some 
uneasiness that ho saw some, whoso friendship he vulued, change 
their behavi<nir ; he yet observed their coldnefiy without Uiuoh emo- 
tion, cemsidored them as tbe tlaves Of fortune and the womhippcTS of 
, pros|Kuity, and Was more inclined to despisevtb^m, than to lament 

. It do«-? not appear that, after tMs return of he found 

mankiud eijurtlly favourable to him, at h!s filSft appeamnee in 
the world. His story, thongh in reality noiless mpkooholy, was 
less affecting, because it nas no longer new ; it therefore procured 
him no new friends; juid those that had formerly relieved him, 
thought liifty might now consign him to others. He waft now like- 
wise considered by many rather as criminal, than aft unhappy ; for 
the friends of Lord hia mother, were sufcciotttJy 

indusiricas to publii^h his weaknessew* which wereiUdeed very uu- 
mofouj}; and nothing was forgoUcu, that might make him. either 
hateful or ridiculous. o 

It kmuot but be i manned, that such representationa of hi& faults 
must make great uumbere lefts^ gensiUe of hia distress; many, who 
had only an opportunity to ho^ one part, made no scruple to 
propagate the account wHltdi they received; many aftfeiated their 
, Otrculatiou from malice or rowgii mid perhaps many protended 
to credit them, that they ihigbt ^Ith a better gmbe withdraw their 
regard, or withhold their assistsmee. 

" ^vage, however, wa« not one of those who Buffered hMelf to 
be injured without re»istocc, nor waft le»» diligent in expowng the 



40^ 


LIVJKfi 01? tm POETS. 


fatilts of Ty wjwiel, ov«r h& ol^(:aji)i<?4 at fcasi thi« sdrmkge, 

that ho drdte him hr«t to the practice of outrage aij4 violence; for 
he was so much |lrovohed by the wit and virulence of Savage, that 
he came with a number of aiteudwxtsi, ^lat did ho honour to his 
oou^ag®, to boat him at a coffee house. But it hoppeued that be 
had left the place a few miimtea; and hialordishSp had, without 
-daiiger, the pleasure of boasting how ho would have treated him, 
Mr. Savage went imAt <iay to repay his visit at his own hoitse ; but 
was prevailed on, by lila domestics, to ratire without Jnsietlng oh 
seeing him. ' ‘ 

Lord Tyroonnsd was accused by bfr. Savage of some actions^ 
which scarcely amp provocation will he thought aufi®dent to justify ; 
each as seizing wbi^ he had in his lodgUgs; hud other iustahees of 
wanton cruelty, by which he in»a|edj;he distress of Savage, wS th- 
en t any advimtige to himself. T ^ 

These mutual accusationa werO re^rted on both ttid<js, for many 
yearis, with the utmo&t degree of ^ruleno© and rage ; and time 
seemed rather to aiigment than diminish their resentment. That 
the anger of Mr. Savage should be kept aliye^ ia not strange, be- 
cause he felt every day the Cojise^uencea of the quarrel ; l>ut it 
might re^onabiy have been hoped, that Lord Tyrconnel might 
have relented, and at length huvefoi^oi tho^vc pi^ovoeations, which; 
however they mighfe have buco endamed him, had not in reality 
much hurt him. 

The spirit; of Hr, Bavage indeed never aud’ored bini to solicit a 
rcconcihatton j .he tctlurned reproach for rquoach, insult for 
insult ; ^upo|;innty of wH supplied the disadvanUges of his fot* 
tunei and enabled him io form a paHy, and prejudice great num- 
bers in his favour. 

But tbough^ihis ipj|bfc be |riatideaUon of bia y^ity, it af- 
forded very little relief to hia i*ieccs$>tks; and be Was very fre- 
quently reduced to uncommon hardships, of which, however, he 
never made any mesan or importunate complaints, being fonned 
rather to bear misery With toixhvd^, than enjoy proaperity with 
mcKleratiou. 

He now thought himself again at liberty to catposc tho enmity 
of b^ mother; and ihe^refore, I believe, about this t»tne, piihlbhod 
*‘The Bi«tard,*''a poem remarkably for Ihc vivacious sallies of 
thought in the beglimihg, whore he makes a pompous oinimeration 
of the imaginary advantages of base, birth j intl the patlietic seutb 
menta at the end, where he recounts the re^ calamities whicli he 
Butlered by the mme of his parents. ' . ' 

The ugour and spirit of the verses, the peculiar circumstances 
of the author, the novelty of the irtibject, and the notoi’icty of the 
story to which the allusions arhmnde, procured this perfomance a 
vei7 favourable reception ; great nwihfeers were immediately dis- 
persed, end editions were nmitiplied i^th onnsuel rapidity. 

due circumstanpe attended the publicaUmi, which Savage used 
to reUte with grea| satisfaction. His mother, to whom the poem 
was #ith ^‘due reverence” inscribed, happened then in be at Batb^ 
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wlb^re ehe could tiot conveuieutly retifo from censure, or oonoeal 
herself from observation ; and no sooner did the rejmtation of the 
poem begin to spread, than she Iveard it repeated in all places of 
concourse; nor could she enter the aesemblj-rooms, or cross the 
walks, without being saluted with some lines from "‘The Bastard/' 

This was perhaps the f rf«t time that she ever discoyered a sense 
of shame, and on this occasion rile power of wit v:m very conspi- 
cuous ; the wretch who had, with mt scruple, proclaimed herself an 
adultress, and who had tet endeavoured to starre her son, then to 
transport him, and afterwards to hang him, was not able to bear 
the representation of her ovfn conduct ; but tied from reproach, 
though sbo felt* no pain from guilt, and left Bath in the utmost 
hasw, to shelter herself among the crowds of Ijtmdon- 

Thus Savage had the isatislaclion of finding, that, though he 
could not reform hie mother, he could punish her, and that he did 
not lilways suffer alone. • 

The pleafture which he reoeived from this increase of liis poetical^ 
reputation; are Kufiicicut for some time to overbalance the miseries 
ul want, w'hich thia peribrmance did not niticlv alkviate; for it 
w^as sold for a very trivial sum to a b5(4sellor, who, though the 
success was so uncommon that five impressioris were sold, of which 
inuiJ}' were undoubtedly very numerous, had not generow'ty sufiici- 
cut to admit the unhappy writer to have any ptwt of the pV fit. 

The sale of this ]joeiii \vm always mention ea by Sav'agji wdth the 
utmost olevation of heart, and referred to by him as an incontesti 
ble jU’oof of a general aoknowledgment of his abiliti»is. Jt w^'\s in- 
deed tlic only production of which he could justly boast a general 
reception. 

Bnt tlnnigh he did not lose the opjwrtunifcj which success gave 
him of setting a high rate on his abilities, but paid due deference 
to the Bulfnigos of mankind when they were given in hie favour, 
he did not sufi'er Ills esteem of himself to depend upon others, nor 
found any thing wacred in the voic« of the people when they were 
inclined to ccnnurehiin; he then n^adily showed the folly of ex- 
pecting that the public nhould judge right, observed how slowly 
poetical merit had often forced its way into the world; he con- 
tented luinsdf with ibc appbauH' of men of judgment, and W'as 
8omcwha,t cti.«p'jsod to exclude all those from thft character of men 
of iudgment who did lU/t applaud him. 

But he wsis at other times more favourable to mankind than to 
think thorn blind to the bcHulitv, of his workM, and imputed tiio 
slowness of their sale lo other causes; either they were published 
at ti time when the town was empty, or when the attention of iho 
publi<i was engror-sod by hoiuc struggle in Him pnrliainout, or some 
other object (-f pniCrjil concern ; or they worn by the neglect oi' xho 
publisher not diligently dispersed, or by his avarice not advertised 
with suiUeient frequency. Address, or industry, was always want- 
ing; and the blauio was laid rather on any person than the sgiihor. 

By arts like these, arts which every man praclisos in some degree, 
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and to wliicli too mnoli of the litOa tnumnilUty of life is to be as* 
oribed^ Saviiige was always able to lite at peace with biuaselt . , 

Had he indeed only made nae of these expedients to alleviate the 
loM or want of fortune or reputation, or any other advanta|oB which 
it is not in a man's power to bestow upon nimselff they might have 
been justly mentioned as instances of a philosophical mind, and 
very properly proposed to the imitation of multitudes, who, fbr 
want of diverting their imagiuaiions with the same dexterity, lau* 
guish under aiHiotions which naigbt be eisilv removed* 

It were doubtless to be wished, that tmta and reason were uni- 
versally prevalent ,* that every thing were esteeifled aocording to 
its real value \ and men would jseoure themselves from being 
disappointed, in their endeavotm aftw happiness, by placing it only 
in virtue, which is alwa^ to Jje obtained ; but, if adventitTous and 
foreign pleasures must be pursued, would be perhaps of some 
j, benefit, since that pursuit must frequently be fruitless, if the prao- 
tioe of Savage could be taught, that folly might be an antidote to 
folly, and one fallacy be obviated by another, 

But the danger of this pleasing intoxication must not be conceal- 
ed ; nor indeed cap pny one, after having observed the life of Savage, 
need to be cautioned against it. By imputing none of bis miseries 
to himsulf, he continued to act upon same principles, and tn 
follow the same path ; was never made wiser by his sufieriugs, nor 
preserved by one misfortune from failing into another* lie pro^ 
needed throughout his life to tiHiad the same steps ou the same 
circle ; always appktwUng his past conduct, or at least lorgetting 
it, to amuse himsolfwitb phantoms of happiness, which were dancing 
before him; a«d willingly turned his eyes from the light of reanon, 
when it would have discovered the illusion, and shewn him> what 
he never wished to see, his real sUie. 

He is even accused, after having lulled his imagination with tbosa 
ideal opiates, of having tried the same experiment upon his consd- 
enco ; and, having occut^tomed Mmself to impute all deviations irom 
the right to foreign causes, it is certain thot he was upon every oc- 
casion too easily reconciled to himself ; and that he appeared very 
little to regret those practises which had impaired his reputation. 
The reigning en'or of Uh life was, that he mistook the love for the 
practice Of virtue, ;and ^ indeed not so much a good man, as the 
friend of goodne-^. 

This at least must be allowed hir^', that be always preserved a 
strong sense of the dignity, the beauty, and the nct esKity, of virtue ; 
and that he never eoutributed deUbenitoly to spread ourrupltou 
amongat mankind. Ills actiims, wMch were generally p»rocipUate, 
were often blameahlo; but hl» writings, l)*’‘lng the producUons of 
study, uniformly tended to the exaltation of ilic mind, and the pro- 
pajratiou of morality and piety. 

Writings may impWjvc mankind, when his failings shall Im 
f‘irgi»tfen ; and therefore he must be considered, upon the whole, os 
a benefactor to the world ; nor can bis personal exaUiple do any 
hurt, since ^Tbhorcr heui’S of his (auJts will hear of the mi6e]riej!i 
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wHich they hmirht upon and whiohi ironld deeem \m 
liad not his condition oeen itnch m made hia fanita pardonable. He 
may be ooniddered tia a child iexposed to all the iemptatione of indi* 
£ence, at an a^e When reardutlon waa not yet atrengthened by con- 
vlotion^ nor virtue oumbriued By habit ; a oirctim^bmce whiohf in 
hia BaHard, he lam^ntt in h very afecting tdann^r : 

nfoisotner^ieire ' 

Shieidod nty hiM iimomoe with prayw , 

IVu fattier’i gwdlin band nay youtib maiatala^d 
(;»U'a forth my or from vice tfiefridn^e. 

TA# however ibijatght provoke o# mortify hia mother, 

could not be expected to melt her to oompamion, ao that be vaa 
atil! under the ftame want of the necesaariee of life ; and he there- 
fore exerted edl the Interent which hie wit^ or his miafortuuea, 
could pttxuirci to obtain, upon tbe death of Bnaden, the place oi 
Poet Laureati and prosecuted hts application with ao much dili- 
genco, that the King publicly dedamd hia intentiem to bestow it 
upon him ; but such was the fate of Savage, that even the King, 
when he intended his advantage, wag disapp^nted in his schemes ; 
for the Lord Chamberlain, who has the disposal of the ^anrel, as 
one of the appendages of his oflice, either did not know the King’s 
design, or did not approve of it, or thought the nomination of the 
l^aureat an encroachment upon hll rights, and therefore bestowed 
: ibe laurel upon Colley Cibber^- 

Hr. Savage, thus dis^ppoifited, toede a resolution of applying to 
the (jueen, that havini once given him life, she wcnld enable him 
to support it, and therefore publi^ed a short poem on her birth- 
day, to which he gave the odd title of ** Volunteer Laureat" The 
evout of this essay he has himself rented in the following letter, 
which he prefixed to the poem, whop be afterwards reprinted it in 
** The Uentleman’s Magazine/' whence I hive copied it entire, as 
this was one of thd few attempts in which Mr. Savage succeeded. 

'*Mr. riis4!», . ' 

In your Magazine for February you published tbh last * Volun* 
ieer Laufeat/ written ou a very melancholy Occasion, the death 
of the royal patroness of hrts and Uterature in general, und of the 
author of that poem in particular j I how send you the first that' 
Mr, Savage wrote under that^tle,— -That g<uitlema», notwithstand- 
ing a very cimsidcrable Interest, being, on the death of !Mr, Busden, 
disappointed of the Laureates plaee> wrote the following verses; 
which were no sooner published, but the late C^eon sent to a 
boekseller for’ them. The author l^d not at that time a friend 
hither to get him introduced, or his poem panted at pourt ; yet, 
such w^as the unspeakable goodness of that Princess, that, notwith- 
standing this act of ceremony was wanting, in a few days after 
publication, Mr. Savage received a Bank-bill of fifty poundsfand a 
' iracioofi message from her Majesty, by the Lord Korth and GuiL 
ford, to this efieot : * That her Majesty was highly pleased with 
! the versos ; that she took pertiouliirly kin4 his pnei taore relating 
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to tlio j tUat lie liad permiflait^n h iwite oh the 

aeme Bobjeoi ; aod that jbie abtiuld yearjty leoebo the JiJte present, 
till Bomotbiwg better {which was liir ioteutiloji) ooaM be 

don© for li4u/ After he was pmoitied tc» present oft© of his 
attntial poeras to her Majesty, Itad the bpuour of her hand, 
and met with the most ^aoxon© reooption. 

Yom, ho:* 

Such was tbO performance, and each its reeoption ; a nsceptlon, 
which, tbou^rh by jno meane mikiH wae yet nut in the hi|thfliife 
degree generous . to chain down the geoim of a writer to au annual 
panegyric, showed the Qnoon too amcii desire of hearing her 
own praise and a greater regard to hoi»df than to him on whom 
her bounty was conferred. It was a kind^f avaricious generosity, 
by which flattery was rather pprehaficd thin genius rowarded. 

Mrs, Oldfield had formerly civeit nlin the same allowanco with 
^inuch more heroic intention * m had no other view than to (‘oablo 
him to pmeente his etn4ie«, and to »< t himself above tlio want of 
a^ifttaijoe, and was contented with doing good mt ho «t ‘•tipukung 
for cnc^^'minniH. 

Mr, Ha\^i,go, however, wa<(not at lihcify to snaki^ except ijn»», hut 
vfiVA Tavi^hed with the flivotun which be had r©ceii\((h arui probably 

more with those which he was promi^JMl he ctmsidered huuwf If 
now RR 'I favonrlte of the Queen, and did not doubt l>ut a !< w au- 
iiual poems would establish him in sum.* pi<tfitable e!nph>\iaPtit, 

Be therefore wwumed the title ot Yohmteer Wreat, not^ 
without reprohenslone from Uibber, who mfurimd liirn, that 
the lUk of *Mjaurcar a smuk of houom uoukTrid l»y the 
King, fi om wi om ail honour is derived, »sid uJuch therefor© no 
innri ba^ aright to beHfcow upon himself? and added, th^t ho nught 
wilk o'jual pnipnety style hinit^elf a '’l^oltniu’er Jjyid or Voltiwu*er 
lUrojiet It cannot be donif^d that the remark was bat 
,S«\a„^e did not think any title, which w^s Ofoiltirod upon Mr. 
('ikboT , *10 hnnoiirildo m that i ne n^orjiation of ii could be imputed 
tu him m m instanocTof y^ry exorl«t4mt vamtv. and tbeiefure eon- 
turned t<» write tiuder the same title, and reoeived every year the 
same revraid 

He didn<di appear to oonsider tlir^e enoimiiums as of hi« 
lilnhl j<}S, or art any thing mer© than annual hintfl to the (Mean of 
her prumfHe. or acts^of cermony, by.jke p^^Hbrniuncc of win eh ho 
was enfitkd to kii* pension, tuid therefore did lUff Uboui them 
with gr<Mt diiigcnce, or print meTo than fifty eaeh yr^r, taewnfc 
that for Rojnt ot the la«t jears lie fogtthrly mwarted them m ^'I’he 
CJyntjemarfa Magazine, * by which Ihej w( re dispersed over tho 
kingdom, 

Of some of them he hud ro low wi opinnni, that ho intended to 
omit theoi iu the col! ©rl ion ol poema, lor uhuh he printed pro* 
pusalpf; arid solicited &nl»H..rJiJtionR; nor can i( Koem strange, that, 
being urmfined to the same suiijcet, he should be at Sf^me times in*' 
dolerit, and at othens tmauccessiu] ; that he should sometimei delay 
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, ko fihould tX^ satoa lacntiOiant on th« eama occa« 

ii moii) or % in aflor tiovaltj to forced 

;/ <K)nc^tio!is akd ^ 

V ^ He t^rote inde^'Tlldth cdoW iniaiition* ^hioh auppUed hitk , 
mtJj notne Tari^tjrj % t^ |>taf«e tbe Qnoea for 

' the favours li»d, to to her of, the 

delayvof ihose which she hia his^g^ioc^^ there-, 

fotfe, ^fcitndeis pred0^lllhalfttt^ some, 

he roproRente hiih#ehf happ3r a»4* others, a» 

' dis^wfiolate to fiiul‘hjii)(aieirne|ie^^ ^ , '•> .. . 

Her promise# like othw proaft^ la«do to iMt iihftjrtwte 
was never perfotrmed, tho«^ he took igood care thiakheahouhi rtot 
l>o '.forgottej^r ' M hk <{ Viwlmtee^.^lbhureat'* ,fro^, 

, cured him'lmo wi 4 repSitir' retQittaja«^'df''|ffcy'' 

' potindft. '■ , ,, .;,;';.js>,„ ,/j^ 

He was not m ^ree»od hk dfaj^^tmi^kt as to ne^Ot my'\ 
opportuiriity that ’v^jm olTered of advaiujiiig^hie hiteiieat* When tha 
lYimm^ Anne waa married, ho a Jpoeih Upon , h^ 
only, as he decJaroilj .** because .e^peoi^ from him/' and ho 
wa^ not willing to bar his o^rn prolpocts' )>y any si^oaranoe of 
‘neglect. ^ \ ,v 

. lie never mentioned any advantage isamed by thk poem, or any 
regard that waa paid to, it; »*wl thflj'Cfdre ih k kk^y that it was; 
oonMdcred at Courtks atidict of du^, to which he wfui'hbligj;d by 
hk dependence, and which it was therefore rw^l^ neoesaa^y to reward 
hy any new favour : or perhajie the Qijeen inkaitied his od- 
vancenient. and therefore thought it pre^hta 

. upon a man whom she int^mdea to csfahiish i&t . 

Ahmit this time not ouly hiihopea were Ih.dnnger of being-frp®* 
tmtod, but hi* penaiom KkewiSe of heiisg ohstr^otedj by an acd- 
, dental calurij ny. fho- wfiter olthe/* Daffy Ceumti^* a paper then 
pwhliabed under tho direction of t4o a»ini«|ciy, t^rgod him with a 
crime, which, though n«t ifi Itehlf, lyotlWl have been re* 

markahly invidiohe of himi an! might very yustiy hav<; inceused 
the Queen him. & Vras accusijd lay inddmuring 

election* against the Court, by appearing ab the $aad of i iory 
jaob ; nor did the accuser fail to aggravate his odm^i by rapra* 

^ renting it a* the edfept of tha.miaat afen)cioti|i apd a. 

kind of rebeirmn rtaifaihBt thd QueeUi who ha^ t^'et piitoved hi4 
from an infamous dm% dkfiiimttiahi^d.^ by her 

favmfr, and stij^ported him ny her ehayity* fhe eba^^ as it was 
open and confickut, wha hdwjwkiby 
, The place of the trans^u^feitm WJkr,.l&entiu«ed;.ftnd ibe whole series 
''of the rioter’a Wduct tchlted. ' Tliia -Mt;* Ji^avago’a 

vindication eflt<«y ; for he never. had ia hiSlii^e which 

NlVgs declared to be the *ceiie of hie wisjkedi^eaiL nW ev^r lied been 
•^ifreseut in any town when tin rep'rosentafiVe^ 'chosen. This ■ 
/answer he therefore made haato to publish, with all ihoscircttiii^ 

? 9^008 iie<? 9 S»ury to make it cradible; ana y^y reasonably 4®" 

' ' ." ^ ‘J. ^ -> ' ;.vAv‘‘- i,' ' ^ .V . 


'414 ^ 

manded, tMt tine aocneftt^i shellid be retracted iu tbe twoie fiftpefi 
that ho might no longer inffer the imputatioo of aedition and i»- 
patitude. Thie dema?vd waa lihetriRe pressed ;by him in a ptiyato 
letter to the antnor of the paper, who, either trusting to pro-* 
tection of thfwe whose defence he had uudeirt^en, or having enter- 
tained some personal maUce ngaiest .Kr.^Sava^ oriearingleat by 
retracing eo oonhdent an asamonr heahould impair the oredit of 
his paper, refused to give hWtJiS^ aatisfaction#. \ 

‘ hCr. Bavage, therefore , ?<^^ght M to hh own vindica* 

fcon, to prosecute him in t&» Kmg^& Bench;; but as he did not find 
my ill ^eets irpm the accusation, , having s^ifieehtiy deared his 
ianooenoe, he, thought any farther proceduro would have the ap^/ 
pearanoo of revenge ; and therefore williii^ly dropped it. 

He saw soon afterwazthf a process oommenced in the same court 
against himself, on m information in which he was accused of 

writing imd publhihing an hbsc^e pampl^ot^ 

ft was always Hr. Savage’e de^re to m dlsthigumhed ; and, when 
any oontrwerey became popular, be liever wanted some reason for 
Jngaging in it with great c^our,‘ ^d appearing at Ihe head of the 
i party which he had cmosen. As he wai never celebrated for h is pru- 
; deuce, lie had no sooner taken his side, and informed himself of the 
chief topics of the dispute, than he took all opportunities of assert- 
ing and projjsgatlng his principlei^ without much regard to his owi* 
interest, or any other visible imgn than that of drawing upon 
himself the attention of mankind; ^ ' 

The dispute between the Bishop of London and the Chancellor 
is well known to have b^U for some time the chief topic of political 
convemtion^ and therefcre Hri Bavage^in purauruice of his cha* 
raoter, eudeavottrcd to become conspicuous among the controvertiste 
With which every coffee house wa« Med on that occafijon. H e was 
' an indefatigable opposer all of the clpme of ecclosiasfeical power, 
thongb he did not know on what they were founded ; and was 
therefore no friend to the Bishop of lii^ndou/ But he had another 
reason fur appearing as a wavm t^v^cate for Br. Handle; for he wjia 
the friend of Mt. foster and Mr., f favmaou, who were the friends of 
Hr. Savage, i, 

Thus remote was interest! in the queatichi which, hoivcver, 
as he imagined, concerned him ac neady, that it wa« not aufiidient 
to harangue and dispute, bht ncMftfy likewise io write upon it 

He therefore engsfcged vdthjfr^i ardour in a new poemi called 
by him, ** The ])rogrei» of h Bmaef' in which he eohducta a pro- 
fligate priest, by all the gradations U wickedness, from a poor 
cumoy in the oosmtry to the highest preferments of the Church; 
and describes, with that 'Lumpur whii^ 1ra« him, and 

that knowledge which was extended to aU the diversities of homau 
life, his behaviour in evmy ataticn; and insinuates, that this 
prifsst, thuB accomplished fc^^d at hist a patron In the Bishop of 
London. . . 

. Whe^hc was asked, by one of his friends, on what pretence he 
could cwgc the Bishop with such an action ; he had no more to 
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t&y ihaiiii tli&i li« H ronsotiite td beUmi that h9 hid bnly 
inverted the acenaation ; and that he who ohstrncied the rise of a 
food man without roaeun^ would for bad reasons promote the ezal* 
lation of a villain. ^ , " - ' / 

The dhrfy were univffiwaUy |»ro«^ok«l hj this Sjatire ; and Savage, 
who, as was his cohstaht pra^io^ hhd sot his name to his peribim*' 
ance, was censured in ^*The with severity, 

which ho did not Se^ indked to . ; 

But a return of invective was n<^ a sdihcto punish- 

ment. The Court of JfUnjt’s Beach tlrai therefore moved against 
him; and he was obliged to r^um answer to a clwsi|;e of obscenity. 
He won urged ^ de|hncO) tBat obscenity ifm criming whon it 

« A short Mtilis UketrUe imliUtiW in ttse tame |^sr, in whish Were the 
jollowiBg liuss." ' . A';, ^ ' 

For cruel tnrnderdkmM to hen^ 7 . * , ^ 

fisvsgt^. br foysl gx»0apirotoiia^4 his bmth. 

'i WeU luight ym thuih hespeot nis fottuv vssn ' 

In nrajpt, «ud laHtisif, 8^4 repent&m tears. 

-But. 0 vayi) hope t —the tmlr Savage cri fiif» 
prlo^ti, and ihcdr slarish doetrinw, t desuW* ' 

«hdi 1 ‘ .* . , , 

Whts by frcp-aunhijig tofreeacUoo tr*d - ' , I 

In midnight hrawts a dcathiesi nwimeAe^itj^td, \ ' 

Nov. 8to<»p to l<farn of cceleslustio men f— • ' ' , 

— N«» aim’d wUh thyme, st priests Til t»ite my *im< 

, Though prudence bids me murder but tbeit #«me* ^ ; . 

'Wmai.T MucEtLSKY.' /"' 

An answer was published rn ''Tlie <n;mietoanV MAgwin**,’’ 'Mten byaa un- 
know D Iwnd, from which the tallowing Uus* arc sriected t' 

Traustoi’d by thonghU<^ss rage, and midnight wt^, . 

Front malice free, and pushed without design { 
in equal br«iwt If gavage lung'd a thntst^. I 

And brought the youth a vfotim to the duati 
Bo gtr<Hig the hand of accident «p 2 )fiarSf 
The royal hand from gnUt and vdugeaaoe clasiv. ^ , 

Instead of wastiug** all my hituKW years. , 

Satage, iu pi'aycr and valn repentant tears,’’ ' , ‘ ; 

Eatert tiiy pen to mend a vicious age. 

To curb the priest, and sink his high church rage; ' 

To show wmuiinttdbtiire holy vestmmithide^ ' , , 

The niiiits of av’iice, luxt. ana pedant prtde 7 ; ^ 

Then change (die scene, let merit brightty shine, ' , 

And round the SMdirmt twist the wreath divine i . , 

The heav’niy , guide deliver down to fiune ; 

1 a weiHcinM lays iniiitin!l a FoaterV name t ^ 

Touch ev'iTluiswtmttthhiuuleniodsaiit, « 

Kxait the gtaUnit «nd correot the heart, , 

Thus future times shnU royal gr Aoe e^l t / ^ 

Thus pol^sUM linos thy prewmt fanlet^ ; 

—-—Maliciously that Savage plung'd % ^ 

And made the youth Its Vnlnini^ venfftanoe wel ; 

M y soul Ahho» a the, Act, t»*c man detoBts. , 

But mure the bigotiy <A ludciiiy hte^ . 

<3enU)om’iMagakiA A|sy, 
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waa iiitouded to pto^aote the practice of vice; but iiat Mr. Bav«|[e 
bad only introdpced obaceiic ideaft, with tho view of expo«itt|f them 
to deioathtiobi and of atneadinu the ago hy.Aewing the dol'OJ^ity 
of wickedness. This plea was admitted ; and Sir Philip Yorke, 
who then presided in that oourt^ dMmi8S!(?d the infonnatiou with 
anoorniums upon the purity and OicelkUcc wMr. Savage's wntinga, 
The pmeoutton, howcveiri antwerod in soako jneaaure thh purpose 
of those by whom it waa on foot ; for Air. Savage was so far in- 
timidated by it, that, whjwa theoditioa pi hfc poem wjts sold, he did 
not venture to reprint it; so that it was k ^ short time for|otten, 
or forgotten by m but those Whoni it bfendid* ' , 

It is said that some eudeavoam wet^e dised U ind^nse the Queens 
against him; but hi^ found edvoqat^ to obviate ht leftist part of 
their effect; for, though he waa^ibver advlhnp^ hp sti!! continued 
'to receive hi»' pension. ”, ^ - 

Thwi pomp , draw more infamy upon Mm thisin any inoidenii of his 
life; and,,«s his conduct cannot be vindicated, it is proper to 
a^ire bis memory from reproach, by informing those whom he, 
made hia enemies, that he never Intended to repeat theprovooa- ; 
iion ; and thai^ tlxbugh whenever he thought he had any reason to 
(jomplaiu of the he used to threaten them with a new edi- 

tion of "The progress of a Diving” it was his calm and settled re 
Bolution to aupprase it for ever. 

He once intended to have made a better repairation the folly 
or injustice with which ho might be charged by writing another 
poem, called The Progress of a T'cee-thinker/' whom he intended 
to leiiid thrpngh all the stages of vice and fcily> to convert him from 
Tirtim to wickedness, and from religion to infidelity, by all the 
modish sophistry used for that pttrpose; and }^i Imt k» dismiss him 
by his own h^nd into tho other world- 
That he did nOt execute this design ia.areal loss to mankind; . 
for he WHS too w^l ac^juaioted witli all the ecsnes of debauchery to 
have failed In Me representation ol them, and too sseatoue for virtue 
not to have represtinted them ih such a manner aa should ex;K>sc 
them either to ridicule or detestation. 

Hut thk plan wito, like others, formad and kid aside^ till the 
vigour of Ms imagination, was spent, and the effervescence of in- 
vention had sul^ded ; but gave way to some other desigti, 
which pleased by itsnotdty fora while, ahd then was neglected 
like the former, / 

He was still, in bis usual baigCnciel, having no certain support 
but the peiwilon attewed him by the Quepn, which, though it might 
have -kept an exact eeonOtnkt from want, was very far from being 
euifieient for Mr. Savage,, who had never been accustomed to dismi^ 
any hk^PpsHtes without Hie gratification whioh they HoUoijfeqd, 
and whom nothing but want of money withheld from partaking of 
every pleasutu that foil within hk view. 

Bi» ojoaduct with regard to his pension was very phriioular- ilo 
sooner had ha cdmnged the hill, t&n he vanished from the sight of 
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aJl hie ac(juaints«i<»i and lay for sMe time otit of the rtiatoh of all 
the iTiquincs that Meiidship or cuii(^«ity could iciake after him. At 
length he appeaml iigaija pcatiyle^ a» before, but. never iufonued 
eyeu whom he eifieuM to re^d mo»t, where he had been; 
nor wag hie retreat ever 'diecovCTod. ’ •.4'' 

Thift waft liie cotistaut practioa dhrihiji the whole time that he re- 
eeived the peti&jou/frdtti the QXieedi rtgnhtly digappeaired and 
rctxinicd. He> indeed, a^irmed that ha retit^d to etiidy, and that 
the money supported h,tid ih FolJt^de tony montha; but hla 
declared,' that toehort time in whieh it waaifitent eudiciently 
cH)nfuted bi^ owit aoootitii pf hie cottdnct. 

I lU politeaOjj^ and hMw diUl him fri^ode, wTid w^ere de- 

s»iroji#i of him at lehfth fr^e from that indigoriee by which 

he had both hitherto b|vj()resissed; mi aolkited i^r Robert 

1^'aJpole iti hi^i fhvour mth eo tms% eart<efitne8»i they obtained 
a promise of the nojfit that ^puM bceoto^yaeant, not cx* 
ccriding two Imndred’ poundi a^yean tbis promiao vrafe msde with 
an uucoitnnon 4odnratH>n, “thatit wav not the promtSe of a jidi^- 
iilAT to a peritioher^ but oi' a friend to his fi ietid/^ ' 

3\tr. tiimoUided hicEweff wtat ea^eitir ereiv and, m 

lie 'd)Bf'ivw in a p'‘<'m 'Wfittca on' that SWdont of 'Melife; ttw-icd 
and trasted ; i>ut 8fK>u foiind that his cdifrhdem.o was ill- 
Ijjoundod, and thin friendly promiao wa« not inviolable*'- He a 
time in RolioitatsmvJ*, and at laj^t do^^i'iain^l anddeaMcd. ^ 
lie did not indoM dt^ny that he had, given the minister soiue 
r<!fWon to believe that be should not atrengtheh bin pwia ijitercwt by 
udvaucin;; him, foi bo had tateoti onre to iktliignigh himisdt in cof- 
fve-housf.‘« fi? an ad\ooutc,iat the ministry ai'the ,tofc'yfe»ra of q'ncon 
Anne, and wss alwfiy.-^ ready to jngijij the andexwit the 

character, tvf hnnl ilelin^b'fohe, wboiSi' bo 'inchiiim# with great ro'* , 
gn.rd In an Fjjnf<{b' npen attthor?, which ho wfotv abOrit tliot time, 
but w'idt too M'jMii tc,^;p"ubnfih, and of which only mne fra;:<incnfe8 , 
have appeared, ju.joytedby him iu the ''Kagaziiie** after hiss retire- 

^lo doFpair waig not, bowevet/the character ef Savage,;, W'hcn one 
paltv>nag(; iailed, bo had recotm^o to- another. The X^nnee wa,s now 
cAtrCiJiely popular, and h«Mi very liherdly rewarded the morite of, 
mne writers wbom Sln ShVage did not tiutth i^upcrmr to hitaMf, 
Mjd therefore ho rog,«lTCd W addtoai a J'OCki b-f him.* , ' ; 

>\tr this piitp<>pe he made dn^ite of ft'wahject which ooubl regard 
oniy pemoiiA of. the hjgh^t rank and groat jifhuouce, and which 
w’as ihtTcfoTo proper fbe* -a'^oedr IntodM- to pyqtiiiTC the I’^atrmvige 
of a prince; and, having retired. et^e/time fa Iti that 

he might prosecute his design in Xi*ll /diratlmoinity, the 

temptations of pleasure, or the.04ibltalaoiia o|, 1:^ which 

bis medifcatioha wore Win^.'^'koanccrtcChe pro- 

duced a poem 05 RdbUc Spirit, regard t*o Fnbbc Works." 

The plan of big poem in Vciyjsxto^iv’ie, and^w^ multi* 

tade of topics, each of which might furjuiss^h lor a 
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16n^: perfomaaioe, of vliicif som® haw alm^y i8ii3it>}o3^«^ mm' 
emment writets ; biat m be w«« jj^baps liet fally acquainted with 
the whole ett^ of his own doiigh^ and was writing to obtain a 
supply of wants too pressing to admit of long or accurate inquiries, 
he passed negligently over many p^hUo worjts, which, even in his 
oim opinicte, dcsemd to he more elabor&fcely treated,^ 

>But^ though he may sometimes disa|^oiiLtlbis reader by transient 
t<mches dpon these subjects, which ha^ been oonsidered, and 
iheit^bre naturally raise ex^ectattona, he znUat he allowed amply 
to compensate him omissions, by expatiating, In the eoitclnsion 
of his work, upon a kind ef beneicehce yfat celebrated by any 
eminent poet, though it now appears moie Sus^tible of erobelUsh- 
ments, more adapted to exalt the ideas, tmd ihb pasiiott, thhn 

many of those which ^ve hitherto been thought' mbsh worthy of 
the ornaments of verse, f iw >w4?tkm^t-o n«dbhieS‘ in uninr , 

habited oountties, the establishment of tho^ in Msemrity, whose 
misfortunes hate made thely own oonplil'y no longer pleasing or 
safe, the acquisition of property without injury to any, the appro* * 
pfriation of the waste and luxttnaut bounties of nature, and 
the enjoyment of those gifts which Heaven has scattered 
upon regions naonUivated and unOocnpied, annot be con- 
sidered without jiving lias to a number of plefwing ideas, and be- 
wildering the imagination in delightful prospects j and there- 
fore, whatever speeulations they may produce fn those wdio 
"^have conhned themselves to p«diticaJ studies, naturally fixofl tho 
attention, and exmted the applause, of n pbet, 1*Iie politician* 
when he considers men driven into other noontries fbr shelter, and 
obliged to retire to forests and deserts, and pass their lives, and 
their riosterity, in the remotest oorncm of tne Wqrl4 to avoid those 
hardships which they sudor or fear in their naHve place, may very 
properly inquire, why the legislatui'o docs notptovidc ft remedy for 
these mwerics, rather than encrmingo an escai'm from them. He 
may conclude that the lli^tof every, honest' roan is a !ov<is to the 
conimunity; that tUoae who are u'Jiappy without guilt ought to 
be relieved j and the lifb, whit^ h overburtbenedny accidental 
calamities, set at eose by ^ 5 «te of the public) and that thofo, 
who have by , misconduct forfeited their daim to favour, ought 
rather to bo mad© useful io tb<> eoolety wlii^ they have injured, 
than be drivcj^ from It* Bui, the poet is ^ployed in ft moxp 
pleasiug uudortnlinj 4hnn that pf proposing laws, which, however 
jiwt or expedient, wiU never, be imme ; or ondeavoutiug to reduce 
to rational schemes of government socUties which wore formed by 
chftiroe, and ^j*e cpndactod by the private passions of those who 
preside in them. Jle guides the irahappy. fugitive* from want and 
persecution, Ut plenty, quiet, and eeourifcy* and eeatii him in 
of peaooful srditnde, ftnd undisturbed repose. 

^vftgo bos not foi^tten, ftin^ the pleasing -^soutimeuts which 
retwement Buggestod to him, to ccimuro tho^e 
crimes which ^ave been generally comniitt^jd by the diB^xivcrem of 
new rojjlon»| and to oxp^ tho oaormoua wickedness of making 
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invading <jountrie» becatwe thfij are fruitfnl; of ertending navign- 
tbn only bo propagste vic«> aud.of yisitmg diatant* landa only to • 
; lay them wasta. Ha bp asserted tba natural quality of mankind* 
and ondeavoured to i^ppresa tbat pride vrhich inolinp men to 
imagine that right j&| tho oonse^uenoe of power. 

His description of the wiop mUeiiP which force men to wek 
<br refuge in distant coutUiries, affor^ another inatance of his pro* 
hoiency in the important jmi extensive study, of human life ; and 
the tendemmwlth yrhich ;he recounts them, another proof of hia 
humanity and benevoldnp*^ ; ; 

It is obserralde thet ihe close of this poem discovers a change 
which expericace had made in Mr. Savage’s opinions. Jn a poem 
written by hhst in his yduth, and published ip his Miscellanies, bo 
declares his dpntempt hf the ocmtiicted views and narrow prospecte 
, of the middle state of lifoi and deo}iwt» his resolution either to 
tower like the cedar, or, b^ trampled like the itoib ; but in this 
poem, though addressed to a prince, he mentions this state of life 
as comprising those, who ought most to attract reward, those wh<v 
merit most 5ie confidence of power, and the familiarity of great- 
ivesH; and, acmdcntally mentioning this passage to one of hia 
friends, declared, that in his opinioa all the virtue of mankind was 
comprehended in that state. 

In describing vilias and gardens, he did not omit to condemn 
that absurd custom, which prevails among the Bnglish, of per- 
mitting Borvants to rocaive money from strangers for tho entertain- 
ment that they meive, and therefore inserted in hia poem theso 
lines: ^ /*' - ■- 

Bui whiit fSie fiow^fhig pride of gsident tare « 

rnpwfim wyaj. or h<wem 

If which to acoissa ihwW still give Way. ^ 

Ope hut, llte Peter's fiaruditte. Tut pay ; 

If varleta frequeiit stfutd, 

, And each new srslk must a mw tax demand : 

Whttt foreign eye but with contempt surveys ? 

MThxt tnuie shall from oblivion snatch thei* praisef 

Bui before the publication of hia performpuce he recollected, 
that the Queen allowed her garden and cave at Richmond to bo 
shewn for money; and that she so openly countenanced tho 
practice, that she had bestowed the privilege of shewing thorn as % 
place of profit oh a man, whose merit she valued herself upon re- 
warding, though she gave him only the liberty of disgracing his 
country. * 

He therefore thought, with more prudence than was often exert- 
ed by him, that the publication of these lines might be o^cioualy 
represented as an insult upon the Queen, to whom he owed bis life 
and his subsistence; ana that the propriety of his obaervaiion 
would be no security Sgeinst the oonsum whidh the tmseasonable- 
HUM of it m^ght draw upon him ; he therefore suppressed ,4ho 
passage in (he first ediUon^ but niter the Queen's death |,hought, 
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i^i6 fi<^e cau^i^iio loAgev iec^ary, fltiid restoired it to the p^OJ^Of 
place: , ^ ■■]' ‘ :. / ' '' ' ^ \ ■■ - ' 

will' ihl^efere, pdMisM wiiliout aoy pofiticil f 
, oud inaoribod to tho princo ; but Mr. Sairlng iid Mond ■: 

upon whom; he could prevail to present it tj him, had no other 
method of attractSujf his oljactratioti thin the publication 
frequent yi\*ertij*emeuts and therefore reetired tto rotrard ^wna 
„ hii patro^ honrever generous on other ocdasidne, 

’; ^hi» dmppointwent he never soehlroed l^thobi ihdt^(nation^ i 
being by some moans or other cotjfhddwd" 

ignorant of his address to him ; and 'hynlmtS^ that if any ad-,-^ 

I vancea in popularity pppld have been ito^e by d{|iiik^iishintt Mm/“ 
he had not written Without noiiee* py without rewfibri^' 

He W41S once inclined t<> hit^ pr^ented hi| poom !n'|iemn; and 
Bont to the printer for ii copy wk thitt demgh 5 but eitW his opi-^ i 
nion changed, or his reaoiption desert^ hhp!, hnd ho cont’mutjd to 
resent neglect without attempting to iSree himself into regard. . 

• Hor w^ the public mndh more favdurabli^ tSati his patrbn ; for - 
tally seventy -two, were sold, thort|^ the performahoe was much Cfvm- 
mended by some whose judgment in that kind ol -writing h gono^ , 
rally allowed. But Savage easily reconciled himself to mankind, ‘ 
without imputing any dt<feot to his work^ 'by olx^erving that lib 
poem was unhickiiy pnblished two day'k altar the^'prortigation of, 
parliament, and by <5«msequ«Ace at a tinw; when all tho:fo ivho could 
be expected to regard it were ia the hurry of prepariug for their , 
departure, or enttaged in Ukiag leave Of othors %on , their dlKUiii?* 
Bion iron) public . -.C". • 

. It inuat however be alloWeii* in jttStihcaetiou' of tW 'public, that , , 
this purfominnee in not the mott extndlent of Air. ?biVftge’» woijce; , 
and that, though it cannot be denied to contain many Striking sen- ' 
timents, majestic lines, and just obi»en atbrns, it is iugeaerkl not 
'sttflicieutlypoligliod iti the language, or cnllvoned in the image^', ^ 
ox digCHted in the plan. > ' ,:k 

Thus his jwjem confributed nothing to the alleviation of Kkl* 
poverty, which wan such m very few could hatre^suplitorted with 
espial patience, but to which, It must likewise be confest^d, that 
few Wfjuld have been exposed who received punctually fifty pounds 
H-year; a Salary whiUi, though by no means equal to the demauds* 
of \ainty and luxury, k yet founid suflicictit to support families 
above want, and wae undoubtedly more than the nectfSsHieft of life 
rcquiro, ' .. 'i 

But no wboner had he received hk pension, than he withdrew tp • 
hi» darling privacy, IVam whence ho re-turned in a short time to hk ^ 
former diatresw, and for some part of the year geiiemlly lived by 
, chance, eating only when he w;\s invited to iho tables of Ms ao* 
quamtflnce^^ from which thenmaftnt.ss of his drcsjis often excluded 
him, when the ppSitene^v and vnnityof his cohversaiicn would ’ 
have been tkbught a siidioieut rocoiujiense for bk ehtertainmont, 

* He MgSdit^ muchby toideutsttH im diu^d.^ad^^assiss^d i^he night; 

, Ropietimes''tn ihe^ which i«5ft opci(iit A%bt wiy 'i 
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nif^eet end post i^jFodigate of tne rat^Me; end sometiioes^ whee he v 
Jpd M moxiejr to Kuppoitjsreii^ the mpenses ol these reoeptede^ . 
"" irelhed ahoot the street ^11 he yr$B weiry, and doiiP in summer i 

uj>^ a hulh, or in tli# winter, with iiaaesooiAtes i» porerijr, among^ 
the 'ashes of a giajis8*hattee< . ■. ‘ / \ 

In this mnuner' were WMsed those - daf* , and those nlghtSi which " 
„aattt 3 ^ had ©naWed. hfm io pass in toeoulatjons, u^l ; 

^ BtucUes, and i>l«»sSdg cOnteiCsatiom On is hu*hVw a oellar, or in a 
glasft-iM»u8e, among tpef^ ^ad bcmm, was to he; found the autkm 
oi'^T^e Wandered/* the ' ^ P^teuBive 

views, and cimbtis ohaitvidiic^; ih# |na» wh<^ rep^ks On life , 
might havn mpsted ihe statesman, wh#^ ideas of Virtue pight 
hare cnU^tjPi&d the mwlistr^hOsc eloqnpi^ might have mflu* 
cnced senates;" and whf3<w d^Heacy pkht haye po^hdwd courts. 

it cannot but be imagined ^tlncii ncofij^tiea might Sometimes 
Ionic him uTpn disrepuphlei^Wioes; and it is ipohftblc that those 
: liacfl in The Wattdom^* wSre jfKjeasioncd by h«ft redcctious on his , 
own ooudttct : „ . ^ ^ 

Though, cdJMsry leads fei happiness and truth, , 
rnrfjtiitJ to the, lead tlUs :^QUth, 

(O, let aooc 

U, amidst ’soe. wnton^ptea i^^ • , ./ 

, su>o{«‘d reluctant kw art# of sl*amc, 

Wluch then. ev<sm then, tw Kssrhod, and hlushed to natne^ 

' <1 ' ' 

’ Whoever was acujilsinted him was sure to bo solicited lor 
small fiuiUft, whieh the Breunchey request mtide in time consi* 
dciablo ; aad ho Wasftewiisfe qidcjUy shunned by those who wero 
become famiUsr enough to he entrusted with hk ncce«:^itics;*hnt 
liis rambling manner of life, and constant appearance at housea bf 
public resort, always proctu'cd him a new succcHsion of friends, 

, whose Undness irnd not bwu cxhau«t<?d by repeated roqwists ; ao 
that he wm stildoih nlniohitoly without resourcas, but had in hi» 
utiiiC^Bt exigencies this comfort, that he always miagined himself 
sure of speedy relief. ^ - ' , . , 

It was obHcrvod, that be always aldced fhvoursof this kind without 
the least aubniisBion or appare-ut coneciousacss of dependence, and 
that he did not scerh to lo<dc up<m a compliance with his requc«*t aa ; 
m obbgatiou that deserved (Smy extraoidhaiy ‘lUjknowledgmtm to 
; but a refusal tvaa resented by him iia an affront, or compUiued of as 
an injury ; nor did ho rcadil|; xceoucUo himself to thowi who cither 
denied to lend, or gav^ him :rfterWAi‘(!U hny iwt^tiun that they 
expected to be repaid. i 

' He wti« sometimes ao Ihr compaasioued by those who knew l>f>th 
-,hiri mefit and that they received Idm into their families, 

but they soon discovered hi»^ to n ver)' inicommodious jjunato; 
lor, being always netfustomed’ to lift irregular ihfthfter of life, he 
^ could nut confine himself to Why stated bom, nr pay any regard'^to . 
the rules of a family, but would, prolong his convei-Hation tW mid ^ 
ftight, withctit cokidcriftftlhfttJiuBiucis m^^ require his 
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ap|>UoftiiDn lnihA ; ttftdi wliati h» lilDAii^ to 

retire to bed, vraa not, without fqttid difTicolty, called np to dliuter; 
it WM therefore iiup(mble to pajr him any dieiiaotm Trithont the 
entire Bubreialoii of all economy, a kind of eatablishment which, 
irhererer he went, he always app^ed ambitions to crreithrow* 

It mast, therefore, he aeknowlcdgedi in JoatiBoation of mankind, 
that it was not always by the neglh^enee or ooldnegs of his friends 
that Sarage was distreea^, but because it was in reality very diifi* 
cult to preserre him long in a state of ease $ to mspply him with 
money was a hopeless attempt; for no sooner di4 ao see himself 
master of a sum snfhoifint to set him firbe from oare for a day, than 
he became profuse and luwnriotm When onoe he had entored a 
tavern, or engaged to a sehemo of pleasore, he never r^ired till 
want of moiiey ebl|imd him to some new e^tpedtent If he was 
entertained in a tomilyi nothing was any longer to be regarded 
there but amusement and joUity ; wherever Savage entered, ho im« 
mediately expected that oraer and bw^esa shotud % before him, 
that all should henceforward be loft to hmsard^ and that ;no dull 
* principle of domestic management should be opposed to his incli* 
nation, or intrude upon his gaiety. 

His distresses, however afhicfcive, never dejected him; to bis 
lowest state Im wanted not spirit to assert the natural dignity of 
wit, and was always ready to repress that insoleuco which the supc- 
rioTity of fortune inmted, and to trample on that reputation which 
rose upon any other badls than that of merit: he never admitted 
any gross familiasritio^ or submiited to bo ircatod otherwise than 
as an equal. Oheia, when he was without loddug* moat, or clothes, 
one of his friends, a man indeed not rcmaxkeble for moderation in 
his prosperity, left a message, that he desired to see him about lane 
in the morning. Savage knew that his inteniion was to assist lun» ; 
but w'as very much dhsguHed that he should presume to prescribo 
the hour of his attendance, and, ! belK^ve refused to mit him, and 
rejected his kindness. 

The same invincible prtomphv whether finuness or obettoacy, 
appealed in his conduct to Ij0r<LTyfConii0i, from whom ho very 
froquctitly demanded, that toe allowatmc once paid him should bo 
roBtorid : but with whom he never a}>pearod to entertain i»>r a mo. 
ment the thought of soliciting a reconcUisUon, and whom ho 
treated at once with all the haughtiness of supaemrity, and all the 
bittern ess of resentment lie wrote to him, not in a atyle of sup* ^ 
plication or respe^jt, but of reproach, menace, and contempt ; and 
appeared determined, if he ever regained his allowance, to hold it 
only by the right of eoUquest. 

As many more can discover that a man is richer than that he is 
wiser than themselves, superiority of intellect is not so readily ac. 
knowledged as that of fortune ; nor is that haughtiness, which the 
cottScit)ii9uess of great ubiJitica sneitos, borm> with the same eubmis* 
sion as the tyranny of adluence ; end therefore Savage, by asserting 
his claim to deference and regard, and by tiroating those with con- 
iumpt,%hom better fortune incited to rebel agaiimt tom, did not ' 
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Mi td take % ntmM »f ^nemtes h tli4 tiVmm of 

^iokiikd. Hhm wlio tk«msAlTOg rallied above Mm b^ iho 

advaumgen of Tiobob ba4sod blm beawoib^fimmdiiiOOTOt^ 

. Mm Ifbo poiiolflfooe of bl» wii> fbomwbo vare mioemeafor tbeir 
writings Mred Mm m ^ aod loaligned Jbtimai a rival, and 
almoat all tbe mailer t^ttn mm mmmte 

Among theae Mr* ao ibdolgdd hla rewtineiit as to 
inMttioe Mm in n fmi, md direct Mm bn M limmiated on the 
stage, in a drOm Slice i^at wblob be^lbeniroio^^ft ^ean insMt, 
which only inaindoted that Savage had but one d«air W ’W there- 
fore despised hf him rather'than resented ; Mv'ihmi|fh hObirote a 
lampoon agalant Killer* he never printod it ; wfm at no other pemon 
ought to proseonte that revenge from which pmmm vrho was 
injlnrod desisted;^ I shall not preserve wbai Mn^vage snpprsssed ; 

: of which the imblioation wonM indoed Imre been a punishment 
, too iwvcro for impoitttnt an ^ ^ 

(The great hardships of poverty weire to Savage not the want of 
* lodging or of fi>od, but the neglect and oontempt which It drew 
upon him* He tMunplained thm, as his effmrs grew desperate, ho 
found Ms reputation for capacity vIsIMy decline; l^at his opinion 
in qnmtjtme of criticism was no fohger regarded,* whan his coat was 
out of fashion ; and that those who, in the Mteml of hie prospe- 
rity, wore fllwavB encoumgiug Mm to mat undiertaldngib If enco- 
miums on hi^ genius and asiurancae oi euncees, now reoel^d any 
mention of his designs with <mld»aisi, on 

which he proposed to write were very dsdioult, and Were ready to 
inform him* that the eventr of a poem wosunietttelib that an author 
might to employ much timoeabhe concddmtiea of his plan, and 
not to presume to idt down to write on oonsideraidon of a few ^r- 
sory ideas, and a superhcial knowMfo ; dilhoulties wore started on 
all aides, and ho was no longer qnalih^ for any peiformanco but 
l^he Volunteer l^iumt " 

Tet even this kind of coiftemnt novor depressed him ; for Ho 
always prcfton*od a steady cenfiuenoe in his own capacity, and 
heheved nothing abcive his teach, which he should at any time 
earuestly endeavour to atlain« ife Conned schemes of the same 
kind T^ith regard to hnowled^ and to fortnne, and fluttered him- 
self with advances to be mime in science, ns with tiohos, to lie en- 
joyed at some distimt period of his life. Kor the acquisition of 
btowledge he wds indeed fat better qnalifled tMm for that of 
riclies ; for bo was naturally inquhdtire, and dimrmih of the oenver- 
eatlon of those froth whom mry ha^formatidais to be obtained, but 
by no means solicitouB to improve those oppOftttniUee that ware 
eometiihfis offered of raising his fortimej ana he wanremiwlcably 
retentive of his ideas, whkh, when once he mrn^ possession of 
, them, rarely forsook Mm ; a quMitt which wMd awer bo oomtnw- 
ntcated to his money* * 

While he was thus wearing out Ms iith in eatpeetation that the 
queen would loniotiiaos recOlleot her promise, to had rocoum© to 
the uimM pracHco of writers, and published proposals for p^^ting 
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m p» JteJItts. 

la % tli© 

m& idf Wly \vA «afc « h6^ tI^SiI ^ d Ifee 

ptAlfeli t# <)ia ^ 

eqiifiSj' Wto I Him ho toE ipUDii ^difi»i6i|» 

mk mngh ^ at u 

io ^ 60 ^ hdi Hr maoll Kypimbar ia vnth tiM^ vrlni nal)^ 

Bmb«d t«ii<^«|xauth4al)iK!k. 4*" ♦ 

mt im St t^Ubatui Sndk&attan tliwit li« «iiv bte 
l€<it«<l hy tb^Qaa^tt, t^bo p^x\^ Ht* f>iJidlt»a tiae<rtkiflou 
xts^(mr» aa .4 Sncitod a fjtufiipitifloia, ampnR t|»o^(^ «tta*tdeil tba 
coTuii, wW aboald md proihata bl8 Ai?<l lyha 

oHar a adb«ar<pii0a^ I'toiarja a dbaMion lb ikJ^Sdl» 3Sjr, 
inacW mo sardpJa df UR«ert!«f , hU birtli bt« &vM 

bia gonius tiflaj tto crtiAld ba plailuded by bim ait 

% 0 '^Wm Jtoi ituiwally 

fill ; fQt, n 0 m 0 d ib® wobltity aaantelabijfed 34a a6t}OKr»ji;:«iaf 
hh and 6M!bnittib<*d n»fcb grdit* ubBrallly* Ha rebited of 

iha Ihika of CbAnd<i» pnritcnUtly, that njwm raeoxvlng lu«^ pxo- 
pOl^aH he w ut liiin Ua guineOK 

But the mtanty ivhioh hm jmbwxiptiemi aSTMided hitft wna nf»< )ewa 
volatile ^b«n iJiat wh^ah he ire«»eiWfTo|^ hxe ivtbex «Ui«?uif»8 ^ nfim- 
<w a ^itit»aciipt|o*i n-M paid hiiw, he tvrHl to a tA^oriti' aod 
xftAnoy«(0 < 01304 led 3» recfiixcJI in piMoilluma he mm 

van able to eepd bia lN»e’ia» %i the preea, hat for many y<aite outi- 
urned liw epliritatioiv mH wjnandcied -vrhrtiiwer he o3»i hi<n? 

'The prOj< Lt of Jnh*Ht)g hja woi3» w frequently iwiivod , and ne 
3ns prop j^le gireir oheoTcte, new onia vKite ait3* IVe«liar 

dttiv®. ^ fom ethenSea for the l>«bhoid:ia)n,i tthw owe of hie fa* 
vonritc nxaneomerte * jioi yti$ ha ever me !« at thbu wh< n, 
with my fiiie^d <n W wto ^ -fiOi bh4 a«diejan»a> h^ nub ad 
jtigtiug the print, fiSTOinitW a4wii«>uit)df*» ahd legnhfbg the 
dmpetnioh of hw new edttjtoa# wlil^^h h|6i mtly Irtttndul mtu time 
to puWifih, and whSoh, oa Sooif etpaiieheo ilad fhewu him the 
imposftiMhy of printing tho tojathgT) at lout d< t* rmincd 

to divide into we^ly at riontb't *^^*^*^^ 
fiiif^t might auppit the eapeneea of the next* 

Thua he epeiit jkm thme in pi^t dxpadtenta find i&Tmmtsng Mis* 
poiikge, iiviug intfiw grealcr part in t^dr tirti^ioulioHfil ffom 
Ins creditoxe, md ootistoaenirly ftlnth-W in ohlonto pHa d the 
tox^iq <yf mthch he ms no stiran|pr ^ too remofi^it tatncts* Bdfc 
whoieitr haomwa, hw address sieoprSd lm)a1^«»hdi^ whom hie na* 
oaStitiow »aon alienated , «o that he hod, n more wmtamits 

noqumtfuncn than ohy tnm pwpt bd^re aiAfced, Umfr 
«oaroe)y any iwjrwn eminpitc^ a^iu3fe*aant to^hom w«» not 
or nrhoHO ohaimsfcsr ^ dn* ^ 

fo the aoquhdtSon of thia aitewaire nc^naiin'toco <'S!r«mta- 
staho^j^rtf hh Up aonhiVnii d Hv nt^nAM ux the jai*!* '«i| eonvor^ 
batiom fihjS therefore ptlhuftljr procti^d thejp. Jlf W 8#deJ!h 

4 I' f' I'fpi^wi ^ ^ ^'^j^ 



C ibdi^b nm dtjyett bto jJtiisiio-li^iww^ % ife« ^ilittuMrr 
k^WMs^ftof lfoiiini$ 

ootoi^t Willi jap^tullem, 

'\ynm tiim ma^px^y^ )bi^ «ef<w , 

! into ^ 

fhm fllisibiiMl Wk, ^<1 ii 
. M mt ^ - 

* toe tiieoerlftiut?^ of Me dooditlort dejirtee Ue 
wMidered tW«it wlthmit eoy fovtuneite t4' 
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' eoibled tiiKfe I^Ho % tevem, lie eeioeti^^lt 
aud wcMiebletoi^iaoy hiamMdlfieiixdr.orw 


; UtoaifiiiatloTMt ^ nod eeldolo apoet^d to be iiii&iiM mps waoii, 
^ «Me eaddeA tciteMoiie Mi jM iOldo ja^ li4i% M eiten 
[H 9k fm idi^mele %» wtttlli dMlttugle bimeetf Ite h\& 
yiittti^y, adopt the eiilijeitil of ooommon, ead apj^ his zMnd 
; wMi to ti^e dbj^ule iM proKenteft te it 

Thit life, iiabappy isk ii may be aheady Itriaj^iae^ Wiwi ytt 
iflted, la 3786i wA new eetinsitiee the diiUi of OtWion de* 
anted him Of aU the pn^poeta of presf^jmeafc with Afeh he eo 
looig eni^ tinned hie imamaatioii , as Sbr 12 ob 0 tt Walpdit M 
bofore Mdt taaBOn to beUete that he Rioter Ihieoded the per* 
fomatioe of his pmoiae^ he was now abandoned a^dn to loHune. 

He Waft, howe w# at that time, enopwled by a mand ; and as tt 
wftft not m cEwtmn tt Joah tmt for disMi oaiaittitiett mMw IheJ any 
other pain than that whioh foroed itKolit tipon hl» wMft, he waft not 
mnch ftdSlieted ai hll M and perhape eomMed hMelf mfti hie 
penidon wonla be now eontindod without ihr aanM tHbnte of a 
p»nef?yric 

Another ospectaHon contHbaled lihawSse to aopport him ; he 
had ukt^m a reftolntiozi to wnte a fteoond tragedy n^ the etoi^ of 
8ir ^iTidimaft orerbory^ ih wh«»h he fm&rred a few tinoa of hfe 
foinior play, but made a total attention of ehf added new in,* 
ddeniH, and Inirodncod mw oheraolm so thd tt wfta u new tre> 
gedy, not a revival of the former^ . 

Mauy of btefifendft hlanfedMin Ihr not mahtiijt wioeof anotbof 
mibjoot t bat» >a tindioataft of hinWhIft he ameiiiC it Waft not 
(MftQrtolIndabetter; and ttMd; he thot^ht lil^lnilMt WetrHn^ 
gnA the memon of the iiiJafe tsagody^ whidh he ooMd t«4y w by 
one lefts defeifltiva npm the «ame ftlory > by wMdpho ebowlS 
entirely de^« thenHldeo« of the boekfteljieia, m^j, aSfcf the death 
of an) author of neputatiop, tfst^ htwaya indneWtol to ftWdl bfe 
■‘ ' ' "‘'iWQjaflWf^nctdejahwithh^ 


jtn the o«oout1on of m$ Aeme. ^bowew, be ffMoedad but 
WoWlj) and ptobalily Ohly dttimoyeft Wmself Upon it when ho ooM 
M bn other t but ho p|eai»ed hiturndf with oounMng 

llie prodk) end fmmp ihmghihdji ,mi the theamcfti reputation 
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mta. 

ntewnre* tewvmUbo oontmuaniie thva^ '* 
}iii« fatwers (houelit Mm cul|>able for omittiDif to wnte 
on her 4a|kth ; hut ou her ua^t year^ he a proof of > 

the Bol^liy of hie jud^^ment. mi the power of hia geniiuu He 
huew that the track of elegy ui4 heoheoloug heaten^ that it wea 
mpoeelhle to tevel in U wi^ut treading in the footeiepe of ihoee 
Who had gone hefhrc him ; and that th^efore it waa neoeBBary that 
he miji'ht distiugniah hiaoeelt from the hard Of eucomiaett ^ to had 
out some new walk of fiineriat panegyric; < 

This didlcult teak he peifomed in luch a iimmker« that his poem 
may he justly rooked among the heat ploota that the death of 
priucos baa produoOd. By itaasferriag the meat/toa of her death tf> 
her birth-day, he hfk« formed a lufcppy oomhlnatioa of topics, which 
any other mau %fould hasre thought it eery dif&cult to conimct iu 
one view, hut which he haa •oMim In auch a manner, that the rola- 
tioa hetweou them appwa natural t dud H may he joatly said, that 
what no other man wmd have thought on, it now appears ecarooly 
poerihle thr may man to miss. 

The beauty of this peooBar combination of Images is so masterly 
that it is su&oient to set this poem ahm-o censure ; and therefore it 
is not necessapr to mention many other delioaie touches which may 
be found in it, and which would deservedly he admired in any 
othe^ perfomanoe, 

To these proofs of his genitis may bo added, from the same poem, 
an instance of his prudence, an excfdlenoc for which he waa not so 
often distinguished; he does not forget to remind the king, in the 
most delicate and arifui manner, of continuing his pcnsi<m. 

With regard to the snooess of this address, he woe for some time 
in suspense, but was in no great dsgree »oUcitou]i about it , and 
oonrinued bis labour upon his new tx^edy with groat tranquillity, 
till the friend who had for a oonslderabie time supported him, xe> 
moving his tolly to another place, took ooctssion to dismiss Hm. 
It then became neoeiHary in engulsn mure diligoutly what was <le* 
term mod In this alfoir, having reason to mispcct that no gimt fa* 
Tour was intended hiiUi;^ because he had not neoeived his pension, at 
the usual time* 

It ia said, that ha did noi take those methods of retrieving hia 
interest, which were most llkriy to suoceod ; and acme of those who 
were employed in tho Exchequer, cautioned him against too much 
violence in his proceedings : but iCn Bavage, who seldom r^^ulated 
his conduct by the advjce of t^zhm^ {java way to hla paarion, and 
demanded of Sir Kobert Walpole, at Ida levee, thajN^ason of tho 
dhfinciioa that was made between him and tho other penaionera of 
the queen, with a degree of rou^ness which pexhapa determined 
him to withdraw what had born only delayed* 

WhateviBT was the crime of which he was accused or suspected, / 
and whatever inliuenoo was employed against him, hereoemd soon 
after ^ account that took from hm all hopes of regaining his poii<« 
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ido«^ $ mi hi had of embdiei^de but from hii 

^ abd W hnew no way of living jbr ihe timo reqtiirod to ibi^ it 
* So peculiar were the mielOTunee of this man, deprived <^ati da^ 
,j|Me bud title by a particalar espooed a^d abandened by a 
mother, delbuded by a^ mother of gfortvumwMdh his father had * 
allotted him, he eotered'^ho world 'without a friend ; and though 
hk hbilities forced themaelvee into esteem And reputhtion, he was . 
never able to obtain any real advantage, imd w*hat«rer proapcote 
arose, were aliraye lutercepkd aa he be|^ tp at^roaijdl them. The 
hlng's intentions in his fhtonr were imtamted ; hla dedioation to 
the prince* whose generosity m every other oneaslon was eminent, 
procured him no reward ; Sir Bobert Walpole who valued Mmself 
upon heeplngfhis^oiaiso to othem, broke it to him wi^oni reg^t ; 
and the bounty of the <imm wa% jofter h»r death* withdrawn from 
him, and from liim only. ^ i ^ 

Such were his mlsforttmes, whhh yet he boro* not only ^th de- 
cency, but with chcmftilnew ;%ot was bis gaiely idondw even by 
hw last disappointment, though be was in a aheri time redhoed to 
the lowest degree of distress, and oftmi wanted both lodging and 
food* At this period he gave another instatioe of the Snsurmonnt* 
able obstinacy of his Spirit ; his (dothes were worn <mt ; and he re- 
ceived notice, that at 4 coffee house seme idothea and linen were 
left for him ; the pemon who sent them did het, I believe, form 
him to w%om he was to be obligeif, that he might spare the per* 
plenty of acknowledging the benedt; bat though the offer was so 
Ikr goneniua, it was made with some neglect of Ceremonies, which 
Mr. Savage so much refuted, that he rafhscd the present, and de* 
dined to enter the house tUl thedothee tha.t had been designed 
for him were takon away, • 

distress waa now publicly known* and his frisfmk, therefore, 
thought it proper to concert some measniws for his relief; and one 
of them wrote a loiter to him* in which ho expressed Ms concern 
far the miserable wiWrswing of his pension ;** end gave him 
hopes, that in a short ^me he ahonld hnd himself supplied with a 
wmpetonce* without any dependence on those little creatum 
which wo are pleased to call the great- * 

Tho scheme nroposed for thi» happy and Independent aubsis- 
tottce was, that he ahottld retire Into ^Valcs, and receive an allow- 
ance of fifty pounds a year* to be raised by a subteription, on which 
he was to live privately in a eheaf place, without aspiring any 
more to affiuence, or having iwiy farther care of reputation. 

This offer Mr. Savage gla<% adoepM, though with intentions 
very different from those of his frlenaa; fov they proposed that he 
should (Mutinue an exile iVem Ismdnn for ever, and spend all the 
Remaining part of his life at Bwnnima] but he designed only to take 
the oppoitunity, which their scheme offered him, of retreating for 
a short time* that ho might pr^aro hb play for the stage, and his 
other works for the press, and thoii to return to houdon to exhibit 
his tragedy, ana Uvo u|<»n the profits of his own labour. , 

With regard to Im works, he proposed very great tmprovemonisi 
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t^lkich ivouid lifkTd reqnii^d much timu^ ot great a^tiUotkUOn ; 
wln^n he had W««hed them, he dmiafaed to do jUbtScwT io hia imh* 
Bczibeffl, by publishmg them atooriiiig to hie propoeak 
AfiHwae toady to eatcitaln hmiaelf i^itK tttttire pleasam) he 
had planaed out a Rchtme ot life for the bonntry, of which he had 
no knowledge but fVom paBk^iaie He ithagined that be 

ahould be iratjf^orted to m im of flowery feUoitv, hke those which 
one poet has lollected to another > ahd had projtcKd i perpetnal 
round ot innooont plea*»ar«e^ ^ which he su-peoted no interinpUon 
from pride, or ignorauoe, or brutality. 

With these ex|>cctawoiis he «o ^nchahted, that when he was 
once gently reproached by a Mded submitting to live upon ^a 
fiubii.tTiption, and ad\riiKsd, father by a tjsaolute exertion of his abili* 
ties to support mmltelfji he .not‘ bear to debar hitnself fbom 
the happineSB wMbb was to bg ^ndin the calm of a cottage, oip 
lose the oppmftnwty bf liatehlng, wi/'htmt intermission, to the me- 
lody of the nighwnt*^e^ which he believed was to be heard from 
every bramble, and which ho did not fail to mention as a very im- 
portant jiarfc of the happiness of a country life. 

While this soheme was ripeninfc bis frionds directed him to take 
a lodging in the liberties of the Fleet, that bo might bo secure from ; 
his creditor, and sent him every Monday a guinea, which he com^ 
monly spent before tlm next morning, and tir^tsted, ailei’ Jii» usual 
manner, the remaining paH of tho week to the bounty of Ibrtune, 
He now began very sensibly to feel the niiaeries of dejjetuhjnco. 
Those by whom he was to b© supported began to prescribe to him , 
with anair of authority) Whioh heknew not how deocfiitly to resent, 
nof patiently to boiiujj and he,«pdn disoovenid, from the condntrt of 
most of hift sukenpor^, that If© was yet in the hands of little 
creatures,^ . ' . ' ■ ‘ 

Of the insolence that he was oblSg<^ toenfTer, he gave many in- 
stances, of which none ftpjyeared to r,*i.w?likiftdilgivafcion tu a greater 
height, than ih© method which was taken of furtiii^hing him with , 
clothes. Instead of crmsultihg him, and allowing him to send a 
tailor his orders for .what they thought proper to allow him, they 
proposed to send for a tailor to%ke hh memre, and then to con* 
suit how they should equip hltm 
This treatment mh not very delicate, not* was it such n» Savage’s 
humanity would hai c eugge^d to him on a like occasion {' but it 
had scarcely de^erv^ed mention^ had it not, by adTocting him in \ b»l . 
nncnmuKui degree, shewn tho peeull^rity of his charabt^r, HpOn ;; 
hearing the design that was' fotme^l, he came to the lodging of h 
friend with tho rno^t violent ngotr|«jru^ rago ; andj bmugoskea what 
it could be that gave him SUtth distiirbanw, he rwpHod With tho 
utmost vehf'inciicc of indignutiow, **Thut they ila4«etit for a tailor ' 
to measure him.” ' - ... . 

How the alTair ended was^tiever inquired, for four of rortoWink j 
his uneasiness, it is probable that, upon nwjoneciioft, ho submitted . 
with A good grace to what ho cotild not avoid, and that he diaoover'od J 
no resentment where ho had no power* , / ..h , 
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Hawaii iowi&ren,tioihT«abfcdioim^^#a»i oompU'* 

, for whon i^io bud fiwt ii^foripod him <pf tho 

f jpSgttioBupprt tum^ V ftuhaeriptioii^ a^tj^mpt^d to pyocure ,,a 
" rocOftciUiiiUon with tho lionJ 'Tjfjppon^^oh.he <wpld hjf means bo 
. provailOd upon to comjily with th^io^ttroo thoi wore proposed. 

A letter was written lor him* tp Sir William Leu?,^ to prevail 
npon him to interpofio. hia .good o^licea with Lord T;pf'<x)i)ne]; in 
wiiioh KafioUcitod Sir WilUiim’s fts^iatanco ''jRarniiftan who really 
needed it as much as any man opuid. woil do j*^ and informed him, 
. that he was rotiring “ for ev^ ^ a plane whore ho should no more 
, ironble his rel^ions, friends^, or eneJpiess f he confessed, that hia 
paasion Lad betrayed him to tome condU(i, with regard to Lord 
Tyreonnel, IVr a'hich he could not but hemrtily%»khia pardon ; and 
m bo imagined Lord Tyrcopnel^S passion might bo vet no high that 
he would not *' receive » letter from hi»i,r begged iWt Sir William 
would endeavour to soilen him; and expretmed hia hopes that he 
would comply with this rt'<5[U€at, and that "ad small a xektion 
would not harden his heart against hiio,^ 

any man should presiimo to dhdate a letter to him, was 
not very agreeahlc to Hr. Savage | and therefore be was, before he 
had op<infi3 it» not much inclined to approve it. But when he read 
it, ho found it ooniaiued Bonlimentri entirely opposite to IL.’ own, 
and, us ho asserted, to the truth ; and therefore^ iustead.of copying 
it, wrote Lia triond a letter full of mMouIine resentment and warm 
expoaiulatioii.s* He very justly observed, that tlio style was too 
Bupplicutory, and the Teprefteiitatioa too abjeot, and that he ought 
at least to have made him complain with ** the dignity of a gentle- 
man in distress,'^ He declared that he would not write the para- 
graph in which he was to ask Lord TyrconaCVs pardon; for, ^‘he 
despised bin jiardon ; and therefore could not heartily, and would 
not hypooiiticfilly ask It. ’V Ho remarked that hia friend made a very 
unreasonable distinction between himself and him ; for, says ho, 

when you wACiitiou mon of high rank in your owpi character,^* 
they are ^Mboae lit-tk* ^tt’catures whom wo are pleased to call the 
(L'cait but when you address them **m mine/' no servility is 
suthci^nitly bwmhlo. He then with great propriety cxi>laiiiod the 
ill cou^tn[Ucncert which might bo expected froni such a letter, which 
hirt relations would print in their own defence, and which would for 
over bp produced ns a full answer to all that he should allege 
against thoui ; lor he always mtended to publisli a minute account 
,,of the treaimeut which he haa received, it is t<» be remembered 
to the honour of the goutleiaou by whom thi^ letter was drawm up, 
that he yielded to Mr. Savuge^s reasons, and agreed that it ought to 
be suppreased. - 

After many alteraiiona and delays, a subsenption was at length 
’ raised, which did not amount to fifty pounds a year, though twenty 
V were paid by one gentleman ; such was the generosity of mankind, 
that what had been done by a player without solicitation, could not 
imvr bo effected by application and interest ; and Ravage had % 
♦ By Mr. Pope, 
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gimi; Bumber to mrt id obey for a penBioB la«itbftii tbit 
wbiob Mm Oldfield paid bim witbont aicactin|[ aay ieniUtim 

Mr. Savare, bowever, was aatisfied, iad Touting to ittij^/artd’iraa 
convinced that the allowance, tbot^b scaaty, ^onl4 be itooro tban 
Bufiioient for him, being now detenumea to commence a rigid 
eoonomigt, and to live according to tbeexactest mien of flrngalitj; ; 
for nothing was in bia opinion mm contemptible than a man, wbo^ 
when be knew bis income, exceeded it ; and yet be confe^ed, that 
instances of such folly were too oominon, and lamented that somO 
men were not to be trusted with tb^ own money, 

Full of these salutary resolutdons, be left Ijondon in July 1739, 
having taken leave^with great tenderness of hit friends, and parted 
from the author of this nsmtive with tears in bis eyes. 11 e was 
furnished with fijRbeen guineas, and informed, that they would 1)0 
fiuffioient, not only for the aatpence 6f bi» journey, but for bis sup- 
port in Wales for «ome time; and that tb(sre remained but little 
more of the first collection. He promised a strict adherence lo bis 
maxims of parsimony, and went away in the stage coach ; nor did 
bis friends expect to bear from him till be informed them of bis 
arrival at Swansea* 

Bat,' when they least expected, arrived a letter dated the four- 
teenth day after bis departure, in which he sent them word, that 
he was yet upon the K^ad, and without money ; and that he there- 
fore could not proceed without a remittance. They then sent him 
the money that was in their liands, with which he was onablod to 
roach Bristol, from whence he was to go to Swansea by water. 

At Bristol he found an embargo laid upon the shipping, so that 
he could not immediately obtaim a jrass'^ge ; and being therefore 
obliged to stay thcro some time, he with his usual felicity ingrati- 
ated himself with many of the principal inhabitants, was invited to , 
their houses, di8tia|;iiished at their public feasts, and treated with 
a regard that gratified hk vanity, and therefore easily engaged his 
affection. 

He began very early after hk retirement to complain of the con- 
duct of his friends in London, and irritated many of them so much 
by his letters, that they withdrew, however honourably, their con- 
tributions ; and it is believed, that little more was paid Mm than 
the twenty pounds a-year, which Were allowed him by the gentle- 
man who proposed the Biibsoription. 

After some stay at Bristol he retired to Swansea, Iho place origin- 
ally proposed for his roBidence, where he lived about a year, very 
much dissatisfied with the diminution of his salary; but contract- 
ed, as in other jdsces, aciquaintanco with those who were modt 
distinguished in the countiy, among whom he has celebrated Mr. 
Powel and Mrs. Jones, by some verses which he inserted in ‘*Thc 
Cfontleman’s MagaJ^iuo^” 

ile^, he completed his tragedy, of which two acts were wanting . 
when he left London ; and was desirous of coming to town, to bring 
it upon the stage. This design was very warmly opposed i and ha ’ 
f Beprinted in the UU CoUoctlou. 
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waa ad vise by bi« chief benefactor, to put it into the hands of Mr. 
l^homson and Mr. Mallet, that it might be Htted for the stage, and 
to allow hk friends to receive the profits, out of which an annual 
pension should be paid him. 

This proposal he rejected with the utmost contempt. He was by 
no moans convinoed that the judgment of those, to whom he ^aa 
required to submit, was superior to his own. He was now deter* 
mined, as he expressed it, to be ''no lonm kept in leading* 
strings,” and had no elevated idea of " his bounty, who propose 
to pension him out of the profits of his own labours.” 

He attempted^itt Wales to promote a subscription for his works, 
and had once hopes of success ; but in a sb^^rt time afterwards, 
formed a resolution of leaving that part of the country, to which 
he thought it not reasonable to be confirmed, for the gratification 
of those who, having promised' him a liberal income, had no sooner 
banished him to a remote corner, than they reduced his aUow'ance 
to a salary scarcely equal to the necessities of life. 

Hk resentment of the treatment, which, in his own opinion at 
least, be had not deserved, was such, that he broke off all corres- 
pondence with most of his contributors, and appeared to consider 
them as persecutors and oppressors; and in the latter p'-H of his 
his life, declared, that their conduct towards him since his de- 
parture fr^m London " had been perfidiousness improving on per* 
tiditnisness, and inbumauity on inhumanity.’' 

It is not to be supposed, that the necessities of Mr. Havage did 
not sometimes incite him to satirical exaggerations of the behaviour 
of those by whom he thought himself reduced to them. Bu-t it 
must be granted, that the diminution of Ms allowance was a great 
hardship, and that those who withdrew their subscription from a 
mail, who, upon the faith of their promise, had gone into a kind of 
banishment, and abandoned all those by whom he had been before 
relieved in his distre^jses, will find it no easy task to vindicate their 
conduct. 

It may be alleged, and perhaps justly, that he was petulant and 
contemptuous ; that he moro frequently rej'ro&chcd his subscribers 
for not giving him more, than thanked them for what he recidvcd; 
but it is to be remcmlxTcd, that his conduct, and this is the 
worst charge that can be drawn up against him, did them no real 
injury, and that it therefore ought rather to have been pitied than 
rcrionted ; at Icaat the rosent^ent it might provoke ought to have 
been generous and maidy ; epithets which his conduct will hard- 
ly deserve that starves the man whom it has persuaded to put 
hirn'^elf under his power. 

It might have been reasonably demanded by Savage, that they 
should, before they Lad tiikeri away wlmt they promised, have re- 
placed him in his fornn^r state, that they should have taken no ad- 
vant^lge from the situation to w'hich the appearance of thoiri kind- 
ness had reduced him, and that he should have been recafled to 
London before ho wa.s abandoned He might j ustly represent, that 
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be ought to have }>e6n ooutudered as a lion iu the toS^, and deiuaud 
to be released before the doge should be loosed upon him. 

He eudearoured, indeed, to release himself, and idth an intent 
to retum to London, went to Bristol, where a repetition of the 
kindness wbicli he had formerly found invited him to stay. He was 
not only caressed and treated, but had a collection made for him of 
about thirty pounds, with which it had been happy if he had im- 
mediately departed for Loudon : but bis negligence did not suffer 
him to consider, that such proofs of kindness were not often to be 
eapected, and that this ardour of benevolenoe was in a great degree 
the effect of novelty, and might, probably, be every day loss j and 
therefore he took no mre to improve the "happy time, but was ©n- 
couraged by one fanour to hope for another, till at length generoaity 
was exhausted, and offioimisness wearied- 

Another part of his misconduct was the practice of prolonging 
his visits to unseasonable hours, an<r disconcerting all the famiHes 
into whicli he was admitted* This was an error in a place of (‘orn- 
merce, which all the charms of his conversation could not compen- 
sate ; for what trader would purchase such airy satislkction by tlie 
loss of solid gain, which must be the consequence of midnight merri- 
ment, as those hours which were gaiiuwi at night were generally 
lost in the morning? 

Thu« Mr. Savage, after the curiosity of the inhabitant*^ gr4i- 
fieti, found the nuinlxjr of hia friends daily dccrcahiug, perhapw 
without suspecting lor what reason their conduct was altered ; for 
he still continued to harass, with his nocturnal intPasiotvs, those 
that yet countenanced him, and admitoi him to theur houses. 

But he did not spend all the timo of his residence at Bristol in 
visits or at tavern? ; for he sometimes returned in Im stutiics; and 
began several considerable designs. When he felt an indirection to 
write, he always retired from too knowledge of las Iri^uds, and lay 
hid in an oImcutc part of the suburbs, tillhe found hUnself again 
dcsironB of company, to which it k likely that iutervais of absence 
made him mere welcome* ^ 

He was always Ml of his de&tgn of mnrning to IvorAdon, to bring 
hifl tragedy upon the stage; but, having neglected to depart with 
the money that was raised for him, ho could not d'terward.^j j^rocure 
a sum Ruflk'ieiit to defray the expencisjA of hiH journey ; nor perhaps 
W(mld a fresh ftnpply have had any other effect than, by putting 
iminediatp pleOi^ures into his power, to have driven the tlionghts of 
his journey oat of his mind. ’ 

While he wa« thmi spending the day in contriving a scheme for 
the xaar<*ow, distrw stole upon him by irajicroeptibie degreeft. Hia 
conduct had already wearied some of those who wore at first cta* 
amoured of hia conversation; but he might, perbajAS, still have 
devolved to othcrAi, whom he might have ontert;iined with equal 
’success, bad not the decay of hia clolhcH made it no Im»ger eoMist^ 
ent vfeith their vanity to admit him to their tables, or to associate 
with him in public places. He now began to find every man from 
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; M 8^4 wMeli to, did tot always,,. 

' To.c<j»3s]|det<) lifB |)uwtito for amair't 

dtotfS 'wliito be b|*d cpflrurui'txnl .V Stftid wbp tlj^refore oldigto t» witto; 
4mw fr<to th‘t^toyC;ifc^1>i5r of wborn bo tod still tea- " 

uoute ho|vo for :,„"I1|8 ctis'toiir)t„.‘wd?#,, ib, Ije lit bed the gtt>atfii«t ',' 

paid of the day;., fP tbo utmost privacy, j 

and^^ftfibr , toy Irijg* paid iia^vMi to%© itoraiirijg to liia ' 

fodpiii:, wliito waa tby ^tret of aft ioii'/, 

1 . iseing tbtts ^olttdbtl M oto.baftd, aiid coatoed on the other, 
he ftiiifofed the utafoafe extremities, of ppvetU, to4 often fasiod m 
loiii^ that he Vim «tdJsod with faintaese, and Md ib^t his ^ppetitc^ 
not'' toiw^»- s^bla kit bear the fjftoU of «ieat» till ' ^iO adidito of 
ytonaaeh was reHforvd by a of rdialj,: \ , " ' '' 

In this to toc^ived, a romittanco of dye p<)rwnd«^ froto I 

London, with wVach he provltod hx?«^clf a tieeeto coat, and de>,' 
ternuucd to go to London, hut uiih^ppily spent hL money at a ,; 
fovunrito Uvcrn, .l''iAim to figaiti c^^kthtod to Bristol, where he ,; 
was ev4)r;j^ day hannW fey haihftia In thV oiigynce^he oftce Biore < 
found a ftifliid who stoltemi hiift in hk houi^tf, thong'h at Oio tt&ufd ,' 
ijUfonvenioiiO^A with whfoh hk Oitoto^ty was attended ; for to<x>uld x} 
ftfither petviktod to go to feotl ia ttouighi^ jmr to rise in the day. | 
It oiv^ervahk^ ttot in. th<i^ yaricus scenes of misery, he ! 
WAM aiwavs dkeugagf^d, and otoerfulj to soinetixuc* pnvsned Im 
studio*^, rmd at ottors ototifttod 'or cniLtrgod his epifttolnr/ corres- 
|n~mdenoe ; nor wsiSf he tjVM fed for tojrotcd mif) endeavour t pro- 
cure a u mercaso t.f 1«3 allow aiice by any oltor methods than ai> 
cwxtionannd ri^proachefe. 

He, had now »o fon^, any hopca of as-4stance frojln his friends at 
Bristol, who ftf? mtoijhtoii> and by ooasetpi»*noe s«fo'.riently Rtudioufl ; 
of pndh, cniinot to.«up|)OSQd to have htoktxi V4th iUUeU oomxwiJsdon ' 
upon ncgfigcuce and' cxtm'aix.'Aucc, or to think any excel lenot* 
efpn\alfjia to a fault rjf *?uch eonse<inciu'o,as neglect of eeonoiuy- It 
k natural to imng)n^\ that iuany ot tho&e, who xv^nld lu^^c relieved 
his real wants, were discouraged fnjm the cxertiwii of their bona* 
voleftco by obscrvat'Hrti of the use wlifob was mato of their fovouts, ' 
and c*mvfction that rtilto vrenid only to uAomcntiu'y, and that the 
, jkmo ftecoasity would tj[uioklj foinrij, 

Ati last he <putted the hoide of his f;-!cnd, and returned to hif 
lodging at the inn, stiU intendiog fo Set out in', a fow dayft for 'Lon* 
don # hut on the 10th of daimaiy 174^-3, bavihg been been at sup- 
per with two of hie friends ho wa-i at hisi return to h»A» lodgings 
arrwfod for fk debt of about eight pomids/ which he owed nt a cTdlce- 
house and cuuditcled tathc house of uHheritrH oillcer. The awouxit 
tfhfofe to misfortune, ia a letter to one of the gentle- 

men with whom he had supped, U too remarkable to to omitted. 

'Mt wa« not a Uttie ttuforluuatc for me, that 1 B^eut> ydterday’e 
T 
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evening with yoo j becauBe the hour hindered mo from enteHtxg <iii 
mj new lodging ; however, 1 hare now got me, bnt sneh ^^ ^ 

I beUeve nobody would choose. ,ji \ i , .r' v*; ’ ^ 

** I was arreeted at the suit of Mrsv Bead« fie 1 wne^oihf ttp 
atamto bed, at Mr. Bowyer'e; but taken in BO|>tivnie n manner, 
that I beUeve nobody at the White Lion i$ npj^iieed p^ifc j thonghl 
let the othcera know the strength, or rather weahtt«B«» of my pocket* 
yet they treated me with the utmost civility ; and even when ihoy 
conducted me to confinement, it wasinBuoh n scanner, that I v^^rily 
believe I could have escaped, which I would rather be ruined than 
have done, notwithstanding the whole amount of my financea was 
but three-pence half-penny. 

In the first I mast insist, that you will industrionaly 

ceal this from Mrs. S a, because I would not have her good* 

nature sufier that pain, which, 1 know, she would be apt to feel on 
this occasion. 

" Kext I eonjuT© you, dear Bir, by all the tiefi of friendship, by 
no means to have any uneasy thought on my account ,* but to have 
the same pleasantry of countenance, and unruflled serenity of* mind, 
which (God be praised 1) 1 have in this, and have had in a much 
severer calamity. Furthermore, I clmige you, 4f you value my 
friendship as truly as I do youra, not to utter, or even harbour, tim 
least resentment against Mm. rlload. I beUeve she has ruined me, 
but I freely forgive her ; and (though I will never more have auy 
intimacy with her) X would, at a due distance, rather do her an act 
of good, than ill will. Ijaatly, (pardon the oapressiou.) 1 absolutely 
command you not to offer mo any pecuniary assistance, nor W at** 
tempt getting me any from any of your friends*. At another time, 
or on any other occasion, yon may, dear friend, be well assured, 1 
would rather write to you in the submissive^atylc of a than 

of a peremptory command. 

However, that my truly valm^ble Jiriend may not think I am fop 
proud to ask a favour, let mo inibreat you to lot me have your boy 
to attend me for this day, not only for the sake (oii* saving me tho ex* 
pence of porters, but for the deliveiy of some lettijrsto pooplo whoso 
names 1 would not have known, to strangerB. , 

‘"The civil treatment I have thus far met from those whose prb 
fioner J am, makes me thankful to the Almighty, fliat though ho 
has thought fit to visit mo (on my binh-nighi) with afili^tioii, yet 
(such is hie great goodness !) my affliction is not without allovintiag 
circum&tHncofi. 1 muimur not ; but am all resignation to the divine 
will. As to the world, 1 hope that 1 shaU be endued by Heaven 
witli that presence of mind, that acrene dignity in misfortune, thaf; 
constitute«i the character of a true nobleman ; a dignity far,boyond 
that of coronets; a nobility arising from Iho just principles of 
philosophy, refined and exalted by taosc of Christianity*'’ 

He coutinued five days at the officer’s, in hoi[H^ that he should bo 
able to procure bail, and avoid the necea-*ity of going to prison. The 
state ill which he passed his time, and the treatment which he ro^ 
wived, arc very justly expressed by him in a letter whi(fli he wrote 





, l^k Mfma* h^/ 

iFludi^ItjS |mek))^M h<^:4i4 tifiili tJamr fooli«h ^ 

ileias^ wlij0h hm <jt>tige« me coo% (aftlar tm mutwiiai 

tliih:fc%j Kturiod fo anotli«fiT, tlUit ha« 

made a cliawsof ii^ and iioikirig dojio— promiKed-^ 

dlaappointe^-^^etdi itbnd, ^very ima oxif^part of tho 
town to the oiliet,** v ; * ' 

‘ ,W^en hh hitborto cafessed ai^d applauded, found 

tlat to giro bail aim td pay tie debt waa the eamo, tfcy all refused 
tb preeom Mm from pHaon at the expe&oe of eight pountfoj 
therefor^, after ^avinglbeen for some time at tlio ofhoer’» liouae ** at 
ail tomease eitpence?\ as Im ^wiervaR in Ma loiter, hb wiaa at length 
removed to Newgate.' ' ' ' ' ' r 

This ojGpimee be wm enabM to mipport by the genffiwMty of Mr. 
Nash, at Bith> who, upon recmriiig from Mm an aeoonnt ot' bie eon* 
dition, imibetAately aent him five gi^oKa^ and pr««j 0 daisdio promote ' 
Ma Bubocription at Bath with all Ms intereat. * 

By bis removal to Newgate, be obtaiiled at leaet a ^edom from 
anfiipenae, and reet from the djaturMogrleMtudee of lu»pe and dk- 
appointment ; be now found that bk Brkmbi were only omnpimtonff^ 
who were willing to sbare Ml gaiety, bt^fe aot to partake of uis niw- 
fortunes } and tberefore be no longer expected any assktanoi from 
'them. ' , 


!t mtst, bowser, be ©becrred of one gentleman, that he offered 
to releaie him by paying the debt; but that Mr, Savage would not 
oonaenti I auppoee, because be thought bo bad before been too bur* 

thensomo to mm. ; . • 

He was offorOd by some tff bis ikleuds that u coileotSen should bo 
toad® for bis enlargement ; but he ‘^treated the proposal*^ and de* 
dared* ** he should again treat it, with disdain. As to writing any 
mcndiciiJit letters, he had liigh a Kpirit, and determined fmly 
b write to some ministers of state, to try to rcg^n hia pensioit’* 

He continued to complain of those that had sent him into the 
country, and objai^od to them, that he had all pimfiis of hia 
play, uliioh had been bnisbed three years;*' and in another declares ‘ 
his resolution to piblish a pamphlet, that the world might know 
how ‘^hehad beenused.’^ 


' tfhw pamplet was never written ; for ho lu b very short time re- 
*<*overc(i bis usual iraiujuinity, and ohoerfully to^Hed hiuiftolf to 
mure inoffensive studies. Hi indeed steadily deolated, that ho was 
promised a yearly allowance of fifty pounds, and never received 
half the sum ; but he seemed to resign himeelf to that as well c« to 
^ther mkfortunes, apd lose the remembrance' ©f It ib hk amuse- 
laents and employments. ' ' " » 

fhe oheerfulnesi. with which he bore his coutincmeut (ippcars 
fib!m thefoUowiug letter, whibh be if January the ^0; to one of 
biifricud^ittl^xudoa. . - ^ 


Ht% letter after hit eoafiftetuent. 
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„„ ,!fr <4»cc Mo^d«y }mt , . 

(jritfi iKiucfh m I 

,..f month ; • bavmg/'^ Wm etiii 

»mna(miont ,of, naj 
'>tomymijj4- J ^I 


>tu4ie«> ‘umWbtJX'I^IWW^r^ ^ f, 

" ‘imghtjr, ,4u^ c<>ff 


; a»d,^,%fligh is in ^ 

^iud can <j3cpat^t«;<m &^h and l^^bjects with 
.4 m imaginaht«. 1 M ®iore cortV^r^iJi with 1?lt» Stnh 

and Ki ii«it<3ad^ir a }^ewgat 0 *bird, he allowtS to hb a 
bird of theld^lieb. 4 ja^itewe :S(n%Mr, J idag wry freely in my o%ej 
ftometimeiB jbdwd in ibe lilamtive noted of thoiliightlagale ; m at 
<4hMih thb ohaurful ati^na of the larb-*', /' ' ’ v ' < -- "' 
la another Wter. he ohsorve^ that he rhotgeft frmoa to 

aaol^«t> Waning hhiftw^f .t<^ »»y pai^icolar t4»h ; hhd, thht 

he bWh»y«d one df^» one attempt, ai:^4 t^e neat hPP*^ 

imother. ^ ^ ' 

Barely the fortitude of this man deaertea, at least, to he mention- 
ed with applan^e and whatoyer faults may he imjmted to ham, t%e 
editno of auffefiog veil cahnot he denied him. '^ho two poifj^ra 
^hidh, In the opimon ^pot^tns. constituted a wise msn, 1k0 
ihosonf bearing and forbeamg;' whichit cannot indeed ho affir^^^d 
tojhow’haan a^nally pomneed % Bavfige ; and indeed th^ want, of 

eii0 obliged him very Ire^nantly to praeti«e the other. v. . ' ; “ 

H« waa treated by If r* Pmgge, the keeper of i^e priROii, w|^ 
/gpaat hnipanity ; Waa anpported by him at hJaWn faJde, 3rdfcho»i 
any oartainty of reebinpei^ ; had a room to himeeif to whtdh ha 
omtld at nhy time retire from nlldifdnrbanoe ; was allowed to stand 
at the deor of the prison, and eometimee teK^n out into the holds; ' 
«o that ho andhred fewer hardships in prKon thin he had been ao-^ 
>«aetomed to Undergo in the greatmi pavt of his life. 

. The keeper did not ooahne benevolence i» a^ntje eaecnUon 
of hie *^**1 made some '‘res to tiie creditor lor Jd^ftlnaae^ 
though sHtbont efih4 ; And cjmilnned, during the whole time pf 
hie impr’Honmant, to trwtdtim, with ntmott tendornm and 
mvilityw f . '■ ,* ' ■ ^ ' 

TirtiMs k undoubtedly most land^le in t^t state which makes 
It most difficult ; tWefore the bnmanifcy vof a ghob^ comedy, 
dmertres thii pul«bA t a^.tbe man, «?%«e htart hi* ■]^ei 

;Wn hardened hy^oh ah employment#, in#y Hjd<»tJy propoted^ 

A pattern of henWiencAt if an. fnaW^ion %% on<?e engraved 
lefwj hmoterns oughi im 

very'v^f^ilfmtfy received vjiidip^'AAd,'aometimi^ 
frpm hie M<pmintwfi»i .but they did Jhht/i^uht io 

vbmh hewasiii4ii4^ad,tA,ihf4K*^ 

of thiehai^per; bt^t favours, however Might p&§J^ fo 
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|>eriy ein))W l)in)i«elf in pril^ ikm iia fiiting » pnm cil W Iion- 
itoti Mi BniGitiiti 

wMii Tie h»4 htonj^Hihk jKiem to iti^praaeiit state^ itrM<!Siy wHiiif 
mi cofttddariM th« <shAf«n, i» not perfect^ be wrote to l4>niM tat 
ntcomi of bie 4oBign, and informed Int fmiid» ibat be wea det;er«> 
Twined to Jirhit if with hl^ nm*iwj fflhiditted him not to oonamti* 
nkatehie intention to hiii Brtliid turdilaintmvee. Thei^tlemtifi 
Burmried at his rosoltition, endeavontw todwatiado him from pub- 
lishing it, at ieaefc iVom predicing hie Mtm t and that he 

chi^td not reconcile the injunction of eeeree;^ with lile resohttiem 
to own It at its hmt apj^njeinncc To tbie Mr. ^viige ifetufued an 
niiewet agreeable to bis obiraeter, m the foltowing : 

^ 1 received yotttm this morning, and net witnout a Uttld nmr* 
prise at its eemtents To antwer a question a ^neiMlon, $m utk. 
me oortoorplnff London and BHsmb why ifill 1 add 
Why did Mr. Weulaston add the aawword to hia ^'Bhl|gion ef Itoi* 
ture V 1 nnp(io8e that it waa will and ^BsauTO to ami it in blo 
case; and if is miue to do so in my own* Ton otO pkasod tO tdtt , 
me, that you nndmjtand not why secrecy is i had ysl I in- 

tend to set my nain<* to if. My answm^is— 1 have my private rea- 
sons, which 1 am nut obliged io explain to any one. Ton donbt 

m Iriobd Mr. S would not approve of it-«-»tid what is it to me 

wfietbet be docs oi not ^ Bo npt imagine that Mr. S— ^ fp 

tate to met If any man who cells himself my fHend ^ahemld assume 
such an air, 1 would spurn nf his (Hendship with cimtottipi You 
say, I seem to thinh so by not letting him know suppose I 

do, what thont Perhaps I can give reasons", ^rthat dieopproba” 
Mon, very foreign from whni you wouW imai^e. Yon go on i» 
say me, Suppose 1 should not put my name to rt-^my nnswet is, 
that 1 will not suppose anv ^uoh thing, being detetminedto the 
contrary neither, Sir, would i have you soppose, that 1 applied te 
you foi want of another presd; uor would 1 have you itttitgine,thnt 
1 owe Mr, H-*-— • obligations whicdi } do not ** 

Such Was his impnidcncc. and such bis obsfinate adherrnoe to 
bis own rcgoUitions, however abound. A prisoner ' supported by 
charity * and, whatever htsnlts he might have reoeived during the 
latter part of liui stay at Bristol, mce caressed, and presented with 
a liberal collection, he could fbrget on a sudden bis danger and hit 
obligations, to graHly the pemlance of his wit, or the et^enmm of 
hill iwsentment, ahd publish a satire, by which ho might tvmoMif 
expect that he slmultl alienat| those who then supported him, mi. 
provoke those whom ho coum noliber resist nor essintpe. 

This molution, from the execution of which it is ptohable that 
only his death could have hindered him, is suMcieui^ ehow, bow 
mneh he disregarded all oOniddmtIona that oppcaed his present 
l^ons, and um xeadily be hazarded all future advant^es Ibt 
imy immediate grhtiftcaiions. Whatever was the predominant in- 
clination, neither tw^e nor ifear hindered him from complying with 

* Tbs father pretefd this title to thut of '* I*oneo» *nd Briltol coggamd 
Whldi wbm bs iK^u the 1 ^, be ktaadcO to 


i:UP^ ' ' A'.^ 'A 

U ; mr'hs^ tbi^ U 

„>j|d iriifcftw ,-', ' ''■ '■’ ^ '' ' ' A . \ ' '. ;'- V, '■; 

’ - " wiis lii^wiover laid^iflj^^# 

3r:q|itpi, another, hind^ii^a bim A;<im 9iwlflli|; 

;ltS]i4ffarbfi^iJix^m>refeottc ,Ii«x^ T^bicb 

%® imaged to have flxiiahea in hk oWn 6pitt|oB 5 te ifclB iimryfljfX- 
,^qnal^ of the linjesas^i^'i^athar'IhifniQd 

/jfthaii to -'sfiipporfe ariidpi^d^ sqiise^ bntillt#‘'fij|lt 
'". ar»-j«wli«wi*iip 'ffifcb'fpcfitt fipirii’iuid o!<«bi«2:d» -‘/v r* ' : V ' ' 

)/ , Uiu t.itn'&^'ms i^pqniln the pi4&o»fotf moBt Wi id. stu4/, of in 
Vi4^'? 'Mt »oiatitiiu<!« 

-moi divf'tiad' :ln ibd^bildbdi of ikis 

'arimiMh ; ioT to'b6i%1i-’«itfeod^,,d(^ ,' 

][mvy ; iHa/tb^diV W oafMiblo df a^ judiolous 

was ofiofei qontofited irltb iba #r4 tkat for tbla 1^ ww 

atmiotiSd^ *r^prav<jd by bis wbo foojdd bim aurroddddl 

but tho roproof Was oft th»t> u« m otW oi?wionfl, 

' tbro^rii ft^fty : Jio coutiimod to gr^itify Idnuielf^ ftdd to set v«iy littlo 
vaido oft tbi0 Opidiou cd* oibfu^. ' 

" Bnt M id ovtJiy otbor Roeiio of liis Hf©| bd made uso of wicb 
opportuditiea as ooOdVtod of benofitidg thtm wh 0 W 0 m m&m mmr* 
abl« tlmu Imiaaelf, and was always ready to fftXfoiim 
buiTi.aiii:y to liis fellow prisonerB, * * " 

He had now oeased irom correapftftdini? with any of Ms^adbscri* . 
bors exeept one, who yet contb nod to rtimit him the twenty pomada 
^•yoar Vhieh He had pw«ni»od Mtft^ and by whom it waa expeotcd 
ihat^he woftld have been in a 4w*re time enlarged^ hecaxise &e had 
directed the ket^pct to inqniro after the tiaio nf fait defatn* . , 

However, he tcfek^re to cntm* hisJimmc it^wTonUng to tho fiitmt, 
itho i'onrtf that the creditor iii%hi fae oDliged to malMl him »ome 
ullowance, if hO Wna continued a priaciicr, »«d when on that oooa* 

. el Oft he ajq>ear«<i in the holh was treated with very unnaual respect. 

Htit ihe resent rnent of the cf^ty was nffcenvftraa raised by iieftie 
neoofthtii that had beeh inroad of the Satiro ; and hw was ii&nned 
that some of the merchAutH intended to pay the n^eifance whhdi 
the law tft(j[ft.ired^ and to detain turn a pdsoiier at ibmr dwft ox* 
vtsnm; 1?hi8 he treated na an «m|^y mcMoe^ and perhaps might 
Wve hastened "the <mfr to 4*©ir how much he wa& 

axi^;jnor to their lnanlmi had notw w ftchmftwl been au.dd«mly 
, 4c»iroydl; ; • ■ ‘ ^ \ Y""’' ' y''^' 

‘ When he had he&n siat monthaift ptiiimi'h^it^ved from <nie of 
his friends^ in yrhoee hindtiees hfthim i)m groalWst Ofanhdenoe, mA 
fan whose nssUtaxme he de^defdv a that contaifted a 
oimrgeof very airodoms in^iltnde, drawn up in euch terns na 
Rudde'O resentment jndicate?L m'‘Wn» of .his,»dverti«e- 

ittchl.s had mcntion<'4 ^Pope*s treatment to BaVSfOi^^ v 3Phia was 
bupputifad Pope to he the oouee<j[ucauc of a comp&ifti; mfade 
’ ' ' ' ,' "’A " ' *,■''■ 

- - ',; ''V/’' . '♦Hr.^ttpe, 'J-/'-; 4y^4pf' y 







I to athd wat by bim Wiih mxMih 

litNintment, Hi* Savag« returned a 'vary ftolenm protentatxoa of bin 
fDJioaoRoe, but 'ftfUi boweTor UlugIi diatumdat tbe iM:KmAation. Borne 
dayauftertrafidaM wm liel^sed with a pain iu faia bec^ aud alde^ 
whiflh w it waa not wail net eu»pe4ed to bt dangetona ^ but s 
gtuwing daBy isxire lati|;ttid and di^Jeoted^ on ibo iSKitb of JnJly he 
oondh^ hJtntielf to hit room, M a forei* aei^ed hie epitita The 
eymtomi grew every day tnnroleiamdftblo, but hie oendwn did not 
enable him ie proeuce any awiiHianee. T^e laat time the keeper 
imw him wttft on July the hlat; when aeeing him^ at 

bed aide, said, with an unuommon earnefttnem^ nare anmething 
to my to yon. Bit r* but indter a pasuo, moved hlhhand in a melam 
nholy mant^r^ am, hndiiig hlmeelf nmtldn to reeoUOot what he 
waa agoing to oeiKlnnnioaH said, ^^TiagondT fho heeler toon 
aften'left him ; and the ike:xt morning he die4 He Waa buried in 
the ehtirdh^iird of Bt. I*eterf at the eacpienoe of the keeper. 

Buoh were the Bfe and death of Blohard Savage^ a man eduULlly 
diatinguiahed by hia lirinos and vicee ; and at onoe umarkablc for«^ 
hia weakneiM and abilities. 

He wa^ of a middle siatare, of aihid habit of body^ a long visage, 
enur^e features, and raelanchojy aspect ; of a grave and manly de- 
portment, a solemn d^irnity of mien, but which, tnKmia nearer ho* 
quaiatancft, aoftened mto an engaging caalnesA of paanneiS. Uis 
walk was slow, and bis voice iremnlous and moumful He was 
aaaily eaecited to smiles, but vary seldom provoked to laughter. 

His miiid was in an uncomihon degree vigoroim and activo. Hia 
jndgmtKit was accurate, his appreheueion qnkk, and his memory so 
tenaotoUs, that he was frequently obiWMrved to know what he had 
loaroed fiqm others, in a ijhort time, better than those by whotu he 
was lalbrmed ; and oovdd fretjucntly recollect incidents, with all 
ilitir combination of drcumtancea, wlucsh few would have regarded 
at the prcKent time, hut which the quickneas of hia apprehension 
iiHpmthed upon him. Ho hutd the peculiar feUdty that his attention 
never des^a'tod him < he was present to even object, and rc;;ardial 
of tlie moat tiiding occurrences. He had the art of eacapzog ftom 
hiH own rejections, andacoommodating hbnself to ev^ppy now scene, 

^ To this quaUiy la to be imputed tho ezieut of hie knowledge^ 
bompared with the small time which he spent m visible epdeavoma 
to acquire it. Ho mpgled in cursory oonveraatipn with the same 
steiuiUness of attention as others apply to a lecture ; and amidst the 
Appearance of thoughtlees g|dety» lost no new idea that was started, 
nor any hint that could btlmpifoved*. He had therefere made in 
oogee houses the same probeknoy m oiheiU In their closets : and it 
is rcmarkalde, that the u^vitlngs of a man of little education and 
little reading have an aif of learning swoely to be found in any 
Mhcr pcrfonn«mtJe<b but wh*dl perhaps as often obscurce as em- 
bcliishos ihotn. 

f His judgmoM cpiiimntly ejftaot both with regard <o unilngs 

and to mm* The knowledge of life was indeed his rUiel attain- 
ment ; and it is not without «omo satisfsotiou, that I can produce 
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tims oir fkt vonm 

th^ farw of 4 C lio 

nmv cnd«>a« «^m» 

lisid tt'ftt 

oL^lljoti' to ij^miUf^ M y»f He fM 

"viftjynfc?^t.cir’|eu^^a,,l)u1i <>p«n end 

AlY'. t.i^ t .1 tlZ^.Liu. 




n|i|s»n,girave ^ud h,timoroae'siitjG,e|fes,.;i'HT ce|^e^ijf;.',<^5jre^,; 
loyjeot knoi^inf: wiig^a settre; but iibait Tfae^aJli <|Jf[^ji'oX hS 
’j^gmeut, but.9f,»ftii fosctttue ; Jkelefe 1^'' -wjtoeiiy* Iw, 
j&equeutiy to epe^u tbo bf the njijp in 

o)c ut least 'wae aW^Ooued. ^ ^c^tny teilectioiL^fPw’^ it not 
fitrenge thit be (luUyed 'm Ip^g a& be, conl^ ; ^ii4 eomeUme^^letgoi^;! 
that be .geviej otbeiii. jpatb^to tkvohl it bitbfew , c i ' „ ,. ; 

It cannot be eaid, tbei be ma 4 b n«e of life alttlHlfle for tbe 
4 ion pf .bie own condoot j au irregulax, and cU^eted m«»w of 
iJle bad ,m^d0 bim tbe slave ef ovety passion that bappco0^1j|^o , be 
ea;,cated bi the, presence of its object, and that Blavt»7 to. njiSpee? 
eiobfi reciprocally prbdnced a life irr^nlar atuf diwipaWi He tras 
not 'master of bi« own motiona, nor douhl promUe any thing for tbc 
next jday. <' ; ■ -, - , ' , 

^>th regard to bU economy, aolbing can be added to the rela- 
tion of bis life. He apP^J^ifed to tbinb bimseif boin to be suppofted 
by otbera, and dispeh^ all n^d«mi^ of prpvidjng for l^iin- 
aeifj be ifc^fure never proaecnted any aShemeo^ Mwtage,, nor 
endeayonred evci^ to^bure the proto which bis writings poiebt 
bave hi m. His teinpei was, i n oo nsctwacse of the dtaninfija 

of bk ijas^ons^ nnetfrtain and oaprirfoita ’ be vrm «ily 
and ea^ly dteis?ted:,but be U accused of retaittingVhk ft^ttred 
more tenaciwkiy than bis banevoJenc«j. , , . 

He was compasi^pnate botb by baiiw'e and principle^ and alww 
ri^y, U perform, ofe<?es;<^ humanity bpt when he Vl^4iroyehM 
(aiJid very small otoccs wero snibbieht to pi;pvbk« hhn)» be wfouM 
prosecute Im revenge wUb the ntmo&t.Wifltton7Hll nis passttmh?Ml 
Bithftidbd-.' . ' , ' ' ■ .' ' ', , 1 '^ 

Hk friendship tberefnre^af little v4u<5;,f<^i #beugh be Ka$, 
xealmxs in ^tbe aup^^rt or, vindication pf wjje whbm be|ovbd, ybt 
it wii» always dangerous tp ti1istbi«h'h^ttae be 00hsi4<sfMi^i?n8elt 
as diKcbai-^jed by’ the lint quarrel from irll tw of honour and gratl* 
tudw; and wonW beiray th<>iM».secret8 which, in the vrmxiih or 
lidejiOebad been imparted to him* tSlfe^fWactJoe'drew upon hfiitL 
lb wakerial accusation of ingrjatltbi 4 «.j.|iot cap iti be denied , 
be wae.ToiT fu t^tjumself ffcce from the load of 0 ubHgakttol 

for^b oould not bemr to conceive bim^plf m a of 4epb<|kdebcc, 

bis pride Wng really powerful* with other 
poaring in the forp of .inpolcnbe time, ind ofvimity 
ther. %nity, the most innocent apodcs M prw% w#s most fro* 
<)uent]y predomifthni : Ho could not easily leavu mMx be bad 
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0]DU^ to Mmself U» worle^tj; nor ever re(k4 Uft 

inthftbit; hk^mm^ thepa^ t6 dSiioowin 

H^ of hto AiwKfiW, how m^y ww Effected with iny favuoytti 

nntnd tlian ilhi of yMhy oii^ht tn he gliren to thw 
with wMi he wee iJweye c&ref&l to ee|Miifate hie 
nmt mnn erery othl^ iniuiX add to thAt pmm to Whiohho 
M ho ohdsn Hd dia hrpt ih inentioning boHhrsaLnoee, 

io ]id|sWh every line tSiAt h»d hm ehgi^tid or idnd 

«o noontato, q» to relate that he etrdd thm wor^ in Wan^ 
dereir^" io the advice ^ hie friendi, 

Ihn ycraf?it;i; wM ^neitxoned^ bdt withliilSoiwwij 
thoi;^gh not uidecd alwaye the wihaeit wetw |en««atiy oomteett. 
When he l<tvnl Hfy man, he Aiip^reesod tlldilt fhnitA ; when 
he had beni otfended 1^ him, oonceided all hie yirtlreft* hut his 
ehatuct^wre were generJiy |rtte, »o hw a« he |>tt>ceeded, though it 
cannot be denied^ that hk |tart{e!% might have eometimee the etfeet 
of ftil«ehood. 

In casei )ittdlff«^nt, he was zeatotae hr virtue, truth, and justice T 
he knew very well the wtamity of #joo4liteM to the present and future 
happlnc*!' cf mankind ; n«i la t here perhaps any wriiMr, who has 
endoavoiired to pieatie by iS^tttnng theappeUtet^ or perverting 
the judgment. 

M an author, fherefi^re, and h* now ceases to inihteuce mankind 
in tmy i>thcr uharafter* if one niece which, he had resolved to sup* 
preiie be etcepted, ho has very little to fern from the sttiotoijd mor^d 
or religions tensurv. And though he may not bo altogether pecw 
against the dlujeotione of the onttc, it must howevet he acknow- 
ledged, that Ins works are the prod iiotiom of a genius truly poetical , 
anC what nmny imters who hare been more Javishly applauded 
<^nothotWt, that they have an original air. which has ^ TWiem^ 
hUnoo uf any foregoing writer, that th^ vemihcafcimi and sentiment 
have ft <mi p^^ruliar to tb'rmadvws which no man can Imitate with 
Aufoefw, because what Was nature in Sivage would in mwvther be 
adeefcanott It nitwt hr coutessed, that hts descrfptlonB are «tnltln|f, 
hw im iiges auimatt d, k»« hctiAn^ justh imagined, a»d hl» nllrgofieli 
artililly pumued i that hifl diction is elevated, though sometimes 
forced, and his numbers sonorous and msjeetic, though fHtjuently 
sluggish and e»cumb( i od Of his style, the general ianlt b haysh^ 
lUMts, and Its general exceUehoe is digni^ j of his eeutiments, the 
|>ro\aibng heftuty w simpHdty, and ttnUormlty the prevailing ds* 

torhblif^, hr fhr hie wdilii^, hone^ 

/.(■'fortHne, MW thing an ueeess^ -or ''4»ih'cSilt If ;he 
,! ' ,w»8'r»St ft|ways'enMcleh-Syiii&u^^^ in lib Snh^efy his knowledge 
;’ Was'at leibt &#t.er:ij^«d»\dhnM ImvS'bem attuned' by hfch'crs iti iSs 
'•Vsamirstate^ ' If'hb worlEkh^'^h;a<itme^^ un|Whed, accuracy caih- 
; net stpectod frekkmanoppivtaed with want, whi^ 

h0 hdpe of reSbevbg by a spfsedy puU^tiem insmi 



44S ' ' ‘ foitew.' - \ 

knee le'k 

avoidod by ndsai i*(iiit»te4 oy porpetw 

ia- liianm ' tia 'ote: voa$^ :itjM..b«i:Wd ncnokt #>& >. 

7^.^V«^v:.itWr too on ti»o dqm^iof 

‘ 'Ji^vd i'ived 0 j^' nrritfcusii Wtter ihnn ,'>' - '!■'*<''*''' ‘1 - '■ 

'■ llmrehtoi ^^.tbm'vho^. 

lanfftilih Tiudtr aii/ nai?t Of 3diai«i&d«g^»^ 

J^y rx^deeitiftg tlhAtUicy IV'd 
ihcvrtoto'Of i?AVfei^did»ot 
hi ^npcndr. capdUc# «r 

liUu^iuia of Ur^, sMl bt? tomiiuled, 
ifly ’.to .viradt of jinulc'noo'f tuad that Ya:gl'i|;otjf,^'l«|}d itf^gwrity; ^ 

' gtMu#««»iiiooiptoi9a ' ' ‘ ' ' ■' '“ 5 . 'A“ ' > 



,As‘ aOcoitat of l)i\ }m be«5'Ji almidy ooilwdcd, wUh grout 
dill^/cuco aOd AenOoacas, by I^c Uaw|io»wojtb »oc<wdiu« to it pohomo 
'vrbioivi to m to hitim^ey of our fnoud^Uip. i mn* 

Tifft thcHite bo exfde<Jto4 bt? aR.r louob of ft rjf‘:v oowooraibg wbtch 

T l\M<} •c^mwmioated my vWibio of 

«i5iinuf;uos bi-i iiiirratiuiiB m aaacU' ologanCo] of wgoiage 'ftuil 
b'rrq 'iOTstovnL ' . ■'' ■' '■/' J'l' . .,'7'"'* 

J“;;tATa.v?c Sivjrr is'fts, ''ao^Ovdlagt'^'aiiiftcoouat b© wwa 

)i> h\mh(i% tloftOM Of Jonfttori^4wil^wftt4^riv0y, oad,irftal^^^ 
iJabLu ou'St. Aadmw->.diiy.ld^Y :,sic©oirdittji.b0;b?|:MTn 
dolivored hy i’upo to bo^'oWboru iu© of', a 

. chivf* %mn XI, wDilii't^ior o'f'a’|>»n'^fe ia Ilftt'ofoTOsbiro*. Dunirg 

lib: liil tke pU^e birfb m$ jpadotofWjiJood. ‘'Me .Was eoatOtttr 
i'> ! <- cu!ittd 4 adri»Uw by -to.lrxsb; but wojp ^eWBiouaiJy 
tj^ul Uuii^*tdf au I'lluglisbojsta, ' -. fbefi|tt^«.Uon mxi% withowt taneb z«»*\ 
i^rsft, be kffiri'ihe olmnrify ie>bieii Uh deligfiW to 

Wbaiftwr w.'iH h 10 birth, bW od«eajLto;>'W^i» Iriah. lleimjsdiMi 
'"at xbo aj.;o of KiK.to.tbo eehuol at Kitorwob m bin fifteeriiU- 
' .to-umivorsity at Dublia^ ■< ' ‘ • '' 

, ;fn btoiosUc wasoitbof iiotdil%oot,<wno;tbTS^ 

. It omy n’ador’* r^preUtSbu^ tbafy wbea.ftt 'to 

usjuW 'iiaioto'elaiiocd;tho B-.iobtlursbii) of Aiu, b^ wae^lb^d by, 


.0- 


^ jSp^ajov's Auccdotci, Vol. 11- p- 5f^#. 
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^ deficient M f^nx 9idmMo»t 

tiUtiui«d^iii» faw^r; a t^m u«ed la 

to 4«lw)iti9 waat <«P » 

/ Of thi)» diifgrw wy mi^ly «fltypi 0 f ««4 tlat %i^ wa« 

;tto molved from limo tw t^twd^r hfm A^y, andooo- 
tinned iiidmitSf i&t mvK^ With »i^pT0iP«ai<»nt} is ««!&- 
cioatly Mourdi W^lpiEit of $U«cy wttll d«Niftrvtij» %q remem- 
od; ifcmttyolfoMtmem Adttimxiami «ttd p<w«rf^ eaooaraiiemenii 
to mea vfhm obilitios bavo hm>^ made for*a Um mtolom by their 
psssioas or pio«umrcH, aad vbo* hatiag loat ojio part «f life m idle- 
^ nM«, are temijtod te thwm away Omremalador m dospafe* 

Ip tbiil eottti|e of daiiy application Im eemtinued idjreo yom longer 
at Ihihiia \ sM ^ thi» iimot if the otairniioTi and momo^ of m 
old compfnlda may bo triir^ted, he drew the tirai bketdh of his *^Tale 
ofhToK** ^ 

When ho wasalMwi omsv-and twcaty beins? by ihe death M 
Oodwia fiwift his uncle, who had snppoited him, left nitbrnit auh; 
i^isionce, he went towanlt his m(»fcher, who then bred at Woostor, 
about ih*^ ftitnrc C<mrRO of his Ufn ; jumI by hot db-cctiuii -iolM'ited 
the ad\k>i* and pittrenage of Sir William TempU, uht* had niarrnd 
OTieof ^Ir. tdation^, and whose father, ?^ir .lolm Temrhs 

3 M4»tor oi Ihe Udt«< iu lieJatid, hud lived in groat iami)’*irity of 
fa^Tultohip with OoJwbi j^wift, by whom Jojmthan had been to that 
time maintained* 

Tmplo reoeivod with suflicioni kindncf^ Urn nephew of his father's 
friend, with wh(/istt be wjh, when they oonverBed together, so much 
pleased, tbwl he defaiYied him two yean* in his house* H^re he be* 
came known to Kin^ Wiibam, who sometimes visifod TemplO^hen 
he Was diflablcd tho g^nr, end, being attended by Bviiit in the 
guTdeP, showed him bow to out asmaragYis in the Dutch way. 

King 'William’s natitma ware all adlitary ; and ho expressed hk 
kindiu ‘-s to Swift by oifering to make him a espt iin of horse* 

When Ttmplo remoTcd to Moo^^^k, he took Swift with himj 
ami when be was pcmsuUod by the iSail of Portlaml about the ex- 
pediency of coinplybig with w bill thou do^mndiitg for making pa^ 
iiaments triennial, against which King WUUaxu was strongly yta^ 
jndioed, aftci ha'dag^ia Vain fried to ehaw the Karl that the prev 
po<!al invoh'od nothing daugtJrous to royal power, he sent Swift for 
the H'lmo ptU'pdeVto the King. who probably was proud of 

hk employment, and went with all the coniidence of a young man, 
found his argumonU, and His art of displsying fhe% made totally 
moffecfciiul by the predoteripinnfion of tho King, and used to 
inontton thn dJ<i'tpp«uulmontn'« hia flr«t antidote agniust vault). 

IV fore he Uft Irehndlie cmtr&rbMl a dnordcr, as hp thougiit. 
by eating too much fruit, l%e origin of is Commonly 

ohstjifni. Mmoiit ovmir boy eats m much fruit us ho can get, with* 
#it auy iue<m\ci)ieuoo, ^he dlsuaso of Striit was giddiuMS 
daumess, whlth attuohud him from time io time, b(^au very 
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UYts' OF Wt POtti’. 

deprived of ^ ■ '* ' .1 ;• " ' ; "' 

^wa»'adviS(iled.|i0‘|ry Ills i^tive air» aod io Ireml ;'’$tii,‘mimiij| 
no to’ 'Sir Willi^ feonwtW/ ctW’^iwjfoS, ■'.' 

hiifttudi^&id U kTnowriito Jwve booU, :.;’ 

; and ..He gre^fcvtj.eoeMfj, ana ia»6ds. 

“to ntn hMf a np and ’do-irti a hilt 4vary ts^ ' ■; 

, :}i k easy to ixnT4^itie,fc|iai tho“n«ode in degree waa - .’ 

oonfejrrtd, Ioffe hiia no gr^ai fondn^Ssfi for the tiniveisSty of Xluhlin.^ 
,and therefore lie toko I vod io_,bc3oi»e a Ma^telrof ra^rtftat Os,foed‘- 
In tho testimonial TrbicU he ppodutod, the words were 

omitted ; and he tooh, hii^ degree (3nly fi, with, ench 

rowiion.aml regaa^d aW^TttUy edktented h^.’ ‘ ' , 'c!'-'' V 
.lylidle liven %ith Temple, he used to pay Mh mojihot # ibfei- 
cest^ a yt^ar-ly He tra'yeilM on f«pti nntet Rome rhhmt of , 
weather 4?Tve him Into ,a waggon ; and at iiight he wonl<J go .to a' 
l^nny h>Whg, Whm* he pnrehaBed dean fhoe^ for wiatpenOe. 
pracfwe; Ilofd teeVy iaapntcg io hif innate lave of growOM and . 
vnljfarifey : Boroe may ascribe it to hi« dako of anrwyittg Unman 
life ihfough all ihs varietta*? : and othom perhap?* with etpml prb^ , 
haMiily, to 4 passion which seomiS'to hm heon4o«!^^y'h^5.ed in hi% 
h<jarfc,_ the Idye of a i^hitling. ' 

In 't«tois "‘hegaa to think that attendetiee M Moor-park 
de»erve<l eonfe ‘otlicr recompence ^han the plei^urc, however min- 
gled with improvement;, of ■ Teijiiph/s oanvtwiimi.; and gr«iw m"K 
impatj«a'fc?'tyti'(Hiil4)'ii^ \Wt «w«y in di*?coiiH,it ' 

Templhr confelhn^s of '"havinf 'givm msmi far cahiplai»t> is fiiaid ' 
to hav-e made him Depnty Mn’^tcr of Kollh* in which,, “ 

according ia hk kiriFniaifa acoontit/n^' an oilice which' hc know 
Jjim not able to di’^chargo; Swift thwforo . resol 
tlm chdrch, iu which ho had nl fir^t ho higher hopisa than ^/C the 
chapl?iiii?!hTp to the TntUiry at Lbhon {' hat herng rnyommeiidcd to 
l;ord <>.tj»c*h he obtained the prohe-nd of KilraijitJ iu Cornier, of aboal - 
a h^undred pbniida a yofir, . * 

fiat the inftrmltici^ of Tempie mado a Wi^mp^thlon like Swift so 
noceAs^irry, that ho Invited iiim hack, wjfth ja promif^c- to priamre •: 

pnFemenfcio exchange for the )>rohmid, Mddch hcdli^tired 
him to resign. ■ With Uiw ro^ncjir Swift corwfdied, layrng perhapg 
crjiially rej^cnied th^dr ftcp ir4tio;»v auii they livctF*)!ih t%cthi!ir wirh 
mutnal sath^fastion ) and, in thesfe^k yoari thut p^wed betwofii hi», '' 
rotnrn and TeiiirW death, it 14 pfobahll that hi wrote the 
of a; Tub” and Uie '■ Battle of the Bofdvd.’** . ., • ' ■ 

, began <Wly to think, or to h^.i'^tytvhJ&.wse-a'poc-t^.nnd 
"wrote Findai'ifi <hics to Teaiple, to Ui'’- ''filng, and in the ' 

a woi of iib-ouvc men, who pn^kbed a'pcwdicahpomphfet 
ofjSit^WefS' to ^ucfftians, sent, nr i,Mppc>aod 'f,> M % y tierA 

been td'ld thal; Drydcn, having peroi^d' "fhetJO isaid,, : 

‘^*ISntdn Will never htt a poet f byd:iyt^ Hi.Wemtiyai - \' 

teniae the of 3wifF» per j^-ualm^ol0i?W^ , 



> i' . nmH* ■ , 44iS'^^-' 

\v Iii<l'600 to ,, 

, V W Kii^WUlliam a ; 

or Oaia^f" ' 

■' Kitttf but n':'’ 

'■\tttti&Qr wbo^ b«;^nco .'. 

V WtTOte^’ with.O 0 ?n|i|^cO William ■ ; 

viho S«ri|fc|^^a tiio 

;''‘€0wt;.fcb>t^aodftteEitj4w solicitation 

Ih ivtl^ 4nidW hy ICwI of Bai;]td«;Y toi a<}(JiOmJ>any bim 
private uoarotar:^. ; ' ■^t, attar Upyi^g tbo . 

' bnslnasft, liU, Ibelt amta^ at paWia, bo^tbon to^'4bat awo 

' ilioftaa Iot bimlelfw , In a niau’^MfSwi;^* 

! (drMaVeiittiaa aiMi imdonpilaftfgae^. have Oatoitad 
'-’aatioa.* '' , ,-• ^ , ■ ' ■ . ^ - 'I '''*"" ' ' - ' ■':* 

bad j«t mora to iaISbt tod lllirfeoley tW ttspoi^rt 
/.'’of iha deanery Ibirryi md Swift oxpot^ted toobtaSbi i'i: ,|«ifc«%. . ' 
iift.iifcoreiftry’^ infWoo, /‘nppo.'ied to havfi been goOured’ by i l>ril>^ , , 
.itwi3(» bestovmd im SiObmWay olse; and Swift digm&siod #!(£ * 
tbo living?^ of l#sJTnc 0 r and Butlibecgwi, in the diocese .bl Maatb^ 
w&U to|(eAor did not ^ual half the vatno of tho daabery- ^ ’ 

4t:Wat?orha iwoag^ iho p^oohial 'dnty hy readiaf’ prayon ■'' 
ph Wudaesdayg and Wdays^ and performed all the pJ5.ce« . 

/' prot<‘.wn, wit4 great toeivoy and cxaetnei^ - “ . ,!> 

&\m afcorhis eettknwvt at Jjarapf^r; -lie mvik'd.f^, Iretod the 
' wt»aiaiii-wto,c,n*^mo^»»lDtoo toe V 

danghtisr of the etWavd of Sir IfilUaia Toffipl^ who^ in conifer- 
, atiau of lier’.Mher *4 virtnes left her a thousjaml pounds?* With her 
Bimhy whoso wMo fortune woe twoniy-goycu ponnde a. 

/ year for her lias . With theKO ladies he passed Uis hoiii’s of relate 
atloiv anil to tlnun he r-p^j^e'd his h:*»om ; imi they uev^r resided in 
iiio game, liow:, nur did he see either without a witne&f. They 
, lived at the parnonago, ivhan Swift was away; and* when heJe^ .' 

thtiie.d, rermned tow lod^^irsy* or to the houJ?© of ^ ntn^hhouring 
' ^hwj^uuiin ' . ’ ■ . . , ' , , 

, > Swift ma not one ot tho^« minds which nma»y,> ^P 'wPrld with 
.. early prej^nauc^ ; , hig vfej-k, except ^iafew poetical touys, waa' ., 

: ,tlm liksehtioiiifii in Aihcns and Epmo/' pu))Uishfid4l7hl) in hia 

V thirty -fourth year, itii appearance, payin| .A',ylalt, tp game 

, bifihofs h^ h^’urd mewtiop: itade of ;thenow pampldet that Buruet 

Jha^ written, ri^plele with political knowletlge, , ,Wlcn he Roemad 
' to^douht BurneVa .right th the wor)c,,he Was Wd by the hiahop 
tbit he wsi ** u: y ohhg tnmi :'* atwj atill perfeisti ng to doubt, that he 
very. p^wtiyo yotmg man/’' •/ - ,, . , ’ 

/Three y«a aft^wardB (ITh'l) w»a pnhliaUcd the- ''We of 
: fttk"' 'Df this .hook charity may bo pm-gnatlod to tliinh that It ^ ■ 
jodiht ba wrUt«^» d>y''!a«9au of a pecmlittr chtoeter wit|iottt m ' ' 

, . , J Mt it if certroly of togerons exwhple. , That 
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utm di? Tkt foim* 


was itn it univetTially bttlievfe^i, Wfr nmex' 

by himself, nor lyery w^l proved by «»y evidnnos; Imt 
clalmaat isan ha p^oced^ aod bo did not d«>y it irkm A#^ehM«hhp 
Sharps abdiho^nchtiso of lommeili by sht^bgp It 
dcbaiind idm ibom a bishos^^ 

wibl work S nM tbn^attsniioa of thopiddlb, 
Baohcivm^H; mo&tiiiff Wmakidg*^ tickd w ^ ^ 

thioh him the aatlior} bat aas wared with tudiifyahtitdb 

<*^iroi all that yon and 1 biive hi the wot Id, nor all that bror m 
ihftll have, Bhould biro mo to write the “ Tale of a Tub/' 

The dijjresdons relating to Wotton add IBenfley wm»t liO ©on-' ' 
jfl^d to discovor want of bnowledfre or w»nt of integrity t ho did 
not uuilorstaud t)m two cordrowbbK ^ be wiUwlyteisrtmt^eK 
aentcd thorn* But W|t can stand ihi |^mtd ngaini^t Tmth only 0 
litUo wldle. The hottontu dne to lioarning havo>hoesx jnatly dia- 
tribntod by the de<3hd«m of fwstorlty* ^ 

« TU HoMIo of the Boolctf* h so llM the tWbiit diSKUvra,'" 
’^rKich the iftamo uuestion, odnooJ^dlnf the Auciewta and ModemH, 
^ad prodacad in jp’paiico, that tbo in»pro>y£i1>iilty of -Sttob a o«niMd- 
deuce of thomthts wiilioufc oommwoioaiion m not, ii» uiybBloioiai 
balaiKHd by tbo anuoyinou? ptotj^tatimi porbxcd, jn vhtek aU 
hiiowleijgc 0{ the tVa»olt Iwok is perewtptmlfy diMJu lU 4, 

iV mm ikno after, Said wiw piul^ably <Jyo|»b»ywl in /tibury 
study, gaming the (jtuhlitnUtms »o<^umte f«>r ibtun? emlnf 
Huw olt^mho yiftitod lift^iaini, mni with wb«tt 4i%0firaj bo uftetnKd 
bia pamhos* I htiow iuti U wtoi not itil"abnut four yeurs ^ 
wards tWt he bocamo aproftm^ author ^ aud thoa ^uie ymr 
produced, "Thu scuiiumnis of a^Ohurch-td JSrtgknd Wmi f i hu ri- 
dioulp of ostrulngv* undor tb» name of ^'BlohoiatadY ^^Arsru* 
merit agiinfit aAlidbiti^ ChrHianityr a^d the d^'foime oi the 
Baemiuental Test.*' f r 


"‘The Scntumntrt of a Cbarch-of JSnglaml ]lfan*’ is written with 
gieat cnoluoHs, modwatiou, «jww> ai» \ porspktulty. Th ' \ iguinout 
Jimuist aboUftbing Cbriitinnit) iaa very hapj^^ ^tird juditious nony* 
One pa'ii^agr m it (loservos to he .'eleetod, 

^*lf C'bi jhtianity warotioco aWluvlud, how oimld tbelie^' thiuh<?r> 
the stiong xoasemers and the mou ni proiound loaruing, be abk» to 
fmd m >ther Rubjeet Po calculated, in uU points, whereon to display 
thc*r alnbtioa ' 'Wnat woudcrlbi produtotions of wit thouid wu hu 
deprived of from those, whoio gemni? by eontjuaul praotion, both 
been wholly turned up<m railloiy abdinvuotlu^ agsitift rcli|rioirt^ 
and would llmr«dV>ro j»<nor ho Ahl« to irtiiiie, or dist mgulRh tb«^nt'' 
selves, upon u>v other pubjoH? ttVnio d^u|.y um^pUiiung of Ihn 
groat du li.»<- of Wit Muon^ us, and wowU tabu the grantoi?^, 
perbapM tlio only, toji’r weha^e h Jf t\ho would fty»rha^o sw 
poOUu ASfTUl tor a wn^ or TnUud i»>r t jdulosopbcr, if the inetf 
haifStible nook of ('hmlimlfy hid not been at bfmd t^> provide 
tbSm with matoiials^ What nthei subjeot, f hiuUgb all nrl na- 
ture, could have produced Tiudal foi a profound author, orfui- 
mshed lAm wHh mdeiki l It m the wise cwcu oi the bahjciot tM 
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' %ni tho irriter. For bad im 

mm pena m tlieoo hmn nwa^Hoyed oa »ido of roUgJoii(> thoy 

iremld Kavo immediate ^ak &to ailenoo «aid obH^a/’ 

Tiii^ roABoaabloaOii af a in aot JiAird to lia j^v^d ^ kat iw* 

' liAM H iiiisAt be allowed ikat tbo |nw]w^ ^ Im not tom. ekoeea, 
Tlto $U«KiU<oi paid to wablbthed aadetr tbo aasne of 

; Maced HfcecICji Wtoa aft i^oJcoM tko ^IDat^icr;’ to 

Aftfetoo m ap|rellai?iMi wbich already ifolaod of tke 

leader^ft aoticf’* ' « ^ 

la the jm Wlowliiis Mo wrote a ^'A fre^ect for tho Advm^^ 
meat of EieHsioa/' uddiawed to jUtcIy Berkeley j by who#e kiadaeiJift 
it is aotmalikely tto be was advafeoed to his braftficca. thi^ 
|>rpj«cfcji Wlil<^4i w ioriried with irreat i^urlty of iateation, eaU die- ' 
|dayed with «prightii»ftsft ftttd eli^i^COr H only be ol^jecied, 
thati like mmy Jwjoctt, H if wot getKeraliy impracttol^r y<>t 
evidonUy hopeiran, m it ittore eeal^ coiio<w% d«4 f(^ro* 

taaccj ihm a "view of xnaukiad gives tmnxt Ibr ftdi>eotiM|5^ ? ^ 

ITo a'roie likowiso tlu*^ year a ^^ViadicAtion of Bictofttslf f* and 
mA oJtplatiation of atk ^^Aooioot rrofd>e<^^'* |>srt{ wditeShfaftor the 
faohb and the re&t ucvtT coiaploted^ bat well planned io excite 
aiass&oaieHt. 

Soc>« after l>efyHkii the beay and Unputtmi part of life. 

He WM employed (17 tu) by the primat'' of Itelaudln waliolt the 
Qnecn fora remijwbwi of the Firxt Fruits and Twentieth ?ait« tu 
the Irxfch (Tlwy. Wifh this put pose ho had rcooujwo to kir. flar- 
ley, to whom ho Wna moAtioJicd m a man nogloeted and opprwc d 
by the last toanso ho had rcfiiftod io tsooiiomo with 

ftOTOc of their Mieirtes* What beliad yofoAod has bovor boon told ; 
what he hadsittrored was* I suppose^ tbe oxelnsion from ablshogirio 
by the remotestrmicM of whom he descrilies ns ^tho harm* 

Im tool ii£ others’ hattv” »«f» Whom ho royiresoncs os aftcmatds 
*’»ding tor pardon/* f 

Hurley *> dc<<l}^n« and sitamtioii Wesre ewch as made him glad nf mi 
aujuhary *<o woU qnalidedfor advice* he tUvreforo soon rtclmitted 
him fo lumiliatity, \rhethtW ever to confideeoo some ha’ve a doubt j 
but it would havo been dllhenlt to excite his real without pt^rsnad- 
inehint that he av*jh trubted, and mot vety ewsf to delude him by^ 
iafe^ perauasinus*, 

He wiw certainly uthnitted to thofte meetlegs in which the fimt 
limtft and iwigintd plan of action are stipposed to have been Ibnoied; 
and was one of the Kixteen MiewAftrs, or agents ef the Min- 
istry, who mrt wccVly at eath etbet^s houses^ and were enltifd by 
, the httmo ef *' Brother/* 

ISeing not immedia^^dy <i^n»‘idcrcd m m obdurate Tiwy, be eop^. 
VfTSWd indaVcHininatftly with nil the wits, and w‘w yef tin fnrnd of 
who, in “the iatlor, ’ uhit*h begun |n April HO'), cenfes#^ 
the ads*antftgo of his con 'v creation, and men^ons something <*oidii* 
toted by him to his pui^er. But he was now emerging into politl- 
eal conttovomy; for the year 1710 pmdtired the **Fxauiiner/' of 
which Idwift wrote thirty^fhjbco paperB. lu aigumont he may Ibe 



4^ ipoia®. ' . 

‘ \ ' ^'' ' v' ' ' ' ' ' 

allowed to j for where i wide. of 

and. the whe%''e®%'|»hhlo character, whiid 
ec«i#N 0 ip';ha^^ W\ choice of thcts, mmi be,.w#, 
d0et''^di;jtev»il^ with t^gard to wiL;| amilifeid riewie'W''^’ 
will be fou^id 

iU^ wiro^', irk the yM ITlI'a to the rtct0!)hf'Cl!|l^^.W‘f 

utasehe^r^of Tory Cieiitieaiea leotfiW |3lfp coontry to^pai^etn^^ 
themselwee into a dtthf^oth^’hniJilier of.. eboti| w hSh’*-' ‘‘ 
4r6d, aod ntef to enitnate the reiMC the expeemlhiaii of ' 

<^0h other. They tho%ht, with rbaeon; that Ukj hlihjhtera 

’were losfin'g 6p|H/rtfthlti|# in^bierst tut\wa« «pt made ;'. 
ardour of trho natiofifi ; they" )ohdly ‘moro ebtngoi), aJtil ' 
Btrongar andf4eman%d the pm»ijthkient of p^rt* ,a»4thh' 

d«mifcion '<?f the test) of ih^ whom th<^y couaideyed aa ,,^bUc ' 
robberc. ' ,"' '' ‘ I 

not gratjM by the iineen, or by Hkrfhy. ' 
The Wak properly, Blow'tieOat^e &he wus afraid ; and Hftfley 

V^ alejlr bccatie ho wiia dnnbifdl: he was a Tory only hy neoesaHy, 
er fw cbnvmi%ihe i turd, when he hM power ia bi|k hem4, WO (, 
aeitJed phK^dkhrfdr Which 'he'ishbatdcmtdoy' it to ' 

a ceitkin ‘.4t»|:rh!e the T<nries who';sttppi}rtca h5*», bdt'nhwuHdg ifc 
mft'kehift’rewdpllemelift 'to the' Wlii^ utterly d'cBperto, he'Von’ee- 
poftded at Once yvith the twejj^txpectsntr of the Crown;, ahd kept m 
has beeii' ObAitH'ed, 'the e'ucc(}i^<nk. wiidetermihed. Khi' Knoyrin^^ Wh^t . ’ 
to 4b, Ifedta febehi'ttg:? and,, with the fMe ofh dbublb 'dealer, '., at '' 
laat be b!»t hiri power, blit hopi bis bhhmiei#. . ' i * 

/ ,^Swjffc,»b^is have 'eokwcd'tn, hplnW with the /'October, ' 
CTnbr;” bht.it wsis not' la ln» ppwer to '^tnaV^Bfi the fardincHh of itiiC 
W, whom he fitimniated ns macdi obnWt Wt with Tittle eifer^t. 
lie thiu kiiovrk hot Whither ye go, i5i'&'no„b/i;«tb/t;o moye^ 'lfhy%i 
■who was pmdi8mhpt'0iiek’by be{4adke'’yet loore slow by ^^. 

rmjJujion; arid Was Content . to' bto that' 4iiatbrincjsi<( ^nen ted 
natural; . wbtch 'ho hp'pbvtided In htmself an politic. ' ^ ‘ - ' 

' With^fc the Tories, beWev-iVnotlUn^ eonUitedotia; Rnd,;astbey 
were not i& bq gratrfted, they miist be appeaHcd ; mirt the epmtnef': 
of the Mlniidejr, if;lt,'Cf0w3d' nH Vindicated,. \rafii:tQ be plau^bly."^ 
exc!i'5»ttd*'. ' '' ;V.' ''’''' '''''.. ' 

Early id the tuiU\ yeesr be Mbllkfe’d for odrro^iafc 

irapmdng^j ttnd‘JifthkrfcainiTirf't^b''E»glt8b''Tong^^ a lct|%r,tdthc _ 
Biivl of '0aib«4;, written witlmut ^mneh. knowledge, of genciil''' 
: nature of Ungtiagb; and’wlihotifc atty dhcniWte ljfu)titVy'iWto Sje hW!'”' 
. tery bf ot^er tonpiest , Tim oet^lnty .and Bl^nlity .which, contr^ 

. .ib-all oxpericiiee,,.hb thmfei^ aitk'ibnblo^.bW brd&%?’ to t^e-eure' W‘' 
Mtitatin|/ati ncademt; the.*4«crees 'bf'Wbijgliii fil^ry 
have .been 'Willing, nn)ltnftn7:'wbutabavB bdkn Pfontb tO'®*Aby, ’' 
and whiydi;; bmftg renewed by encoe»flve elecVibhW Wohid tk » ' 

tiim hay^ Wbrqdfrdm itb^^ ’ ;;’ 

'SiT'iilL iMt% i^ia^iod the ssebith of his j^dltieal 'iinpoH^^ • -'lib ’ 
pnbHshr;^! {i;7^P) the « CbndWet'of tim ihi/ 



' >'V4> h'* ’•r y‘‘, , ■ 

' 441} 

|o 'y j'f rf j Wn iL ‘ 

a pm* w vMt^t m<^T^^fm<^^' 

'hM.ton; am^^^-wttk.b'onfireij^ ^u»^W, 

^ <pcwjl<jan4<jd : 

ateift! a^d ra^o, w})s^3a,|^ f^'iad im4' ■■ 

’eaete?l6^ fttf^ftitcb., .<>t'*i|}* ■. ''’ 

.gip4^ lb Uwipab. ibi t*|e 

iad 'Kj^ttbiifeing o«i; ik^fibaiTO;'^ f#t tjfcjilr ijfto t^psel; , 

■' tW|kii^?ng«ti'our 

, ' ii(> jongei:. dottb^di, of trbidi . ' 

‘infoib'edt ib«Wfe ll*e 'iiajs, waa 4«ib<»i!9^l . 
jjcwkbtB of SMborowtlij^iaAi^t^ ifc, ' bj^aponti^bd . 

, bia iflandor. , , ^w%' I ' ^JciA^w irhat ^ 

'behaAl^AOe'sviifckA^tlia^ a <x>j^ia»i^n‘'wa»rd%»^ urSipii. twiipld,,''' 
-bavA ApfidAtod hiiA Cbiiifetsd 1801% bad iii bot lifiAO^b IttelWttat ; 

by ^eftolatibn of Lotd Coif^r^ irbo xbfiMAd ' i, y^;j 

*; Wbttkver.ia received/’ aaya, tl^. wborffi* “is'T^ii^red,ls^‘-]^' • 
|MAtioA to tbti ro^cipirot/' Tke powot of a |>oJiti<?al , 

uav^blb dwpositionL of to pfcpiij j ib®, Awi, wfti& ton , 

cdibouattb^, and n ^ ; il w boa^4 Wfew«^ ^ 

2<ovAu*b®r and.^^atiimry ;Okto ihmmia tfer© aold,; .i'|fci^t%iunlbbr 
at that ilino/>vbaA We^e not a aatto of re^de% . To it» 
jro|^gat?oA oiertainiy nongOnciy if po^ot or innneito W 1»toU»g^ 

, It iurniobod arg^itoOta debito» to 

mtorTrJa f«r jmrlbinioutW .■ ■,/ [■ , /■< ' ' 

Tet> finroly/whoeyef awtvoyito Vto^^voAinip^ ^to 
coni pera«al, >rilt oonftias that ita iraa Mtpiimd by tl&e naOr 
of ita T^adom j tot ^P^tea.oy fbof ^ 

witai srtary little %»«»; to bat»d tot |?toi»noC toro. 

!£hia yoar (1712) bo pabjitbid bla' "Hobetlstionf on ti^o Barney . 
Ttoty/' w^hicb oarHoa on the defdgu of ** the AUto'^ 

and abowa bov little |!0prd m tol^Ogototo to bto »honm to 
the kkreat of B«g}a^d^ Al»d how i*nich Of . to coiqoirod country 
bad bm deman to •% .tmDu'tpb,, - ' < , , . , ...■./ 

fdloto W on to Bisb^^ ^ into , 

> dbction io his third volnmo if the History of tbi Bomrtotion f 
a pamphlet i?bioh ^ waiha to m* 

iiqn of the approach of Bo^ry, ' Swift, yr\ip «^mi W ban dietito 
tbi Bishop with somitbini mote ton politico ayereipn>;^totihiui 
, libe one yfh'mn he iii nliid of oppqWnnity to Itoit ^ <v 
^ Sw^ft* being now the , dec^ato mi^nnrite and «n|^qeecL toSdeht . 
of to Tory .minieiiryr toakd by all, tot depinto on to 
,<^qurt with the respoct f filcb. dependent® ^ My- He 

mn tojh feel,pe»^ w!i to ^dmtf isree^nm i he tot oonld 

w bihtoMtot^ b>b59«df toaaj foytnne in hie 
BOWeir* , Oomtiiitont, si^iqifcitilojaBi remonstranoee, ^wded ibont 
tol ^ every tob^« ^ p^fnre em- 

plpiriiw fof mpf and ip yetoin it for anotor. In atoto# thoe4: 

; irbo lySltoied him, bd toi^ente hiiitolf m eu£llcied% dSltent ; 
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and desircw' .beliere, wKat h« 

ael£, that intis^poeition many Whiga ^ afld 

tbaia AddiBon «ad Owgrere, iirera^doiatlnm in tliirr.%^^ iBiai 
«v(«7 man nf inditence 

not grant that ho must uoOessariiy'i^d mhi« : 

because ihe preference given to ou© ©Bfordaedi the rest i^flioriif^r 
com^laist ^‘ When I give awiWf/a 
malSaa' huiwired disctmtented, au4 mt 
:'^ ^:Much 'ha» i>een eaid of and 
pmerved |u his eonvematiou 4m» /iVankn^il; 

dt hi« ^oMoimtrattcea, and th» 4js^talBar»%^ hia firi«hd»hip- I|t' ^ 
accounts of this kiuda livr idh|^e incadu|ita' 
general tcaox of hehavioun* Ho 
aervile tribute ‘to^hef Great than by stiffeiing bio 
presence to aggnmdhto him la his oom ^tebmi- ilfesa difetSatiih 
ranks of the community thei« is imoeiltarily aoma^^^ wMi. " 

is culled by hU superior to pass the interval may 
^ tfaeinvitaMoii; but pef^ance and (dstruridn are 
by magaanimity ; Ujijr hhve <^en ajfiy nobler m«a than the urp©' 
of importaace# and the luailieo of inferiority. He irho knows Trim* 
^sM ncceanay may set^ wh^e that neeeiss!t|r lusts, a high value dpon 
himselff aSiiau lower conditcm, a servant ©miiimilyfikllfat 
be saucy I but he Is ^uey only b^ause he is servile: B wif t ap^KSiata 
to bavepToscrved the kindness of the great when they waaited him 
no longor ; and therefore It must be alloii^^d^ that the childish froe« 
doxn^ to whichsheseema enough inolino<^ was ©tnr^»ov^ered by hIS' 
betliruuaUties,'-, ;/ ■'.< >': ‘, v ' ,*- ■ ■, ’ ')fi > 

His diskiterestedheas ^ likheds© meiititilasd ; a strain of 
berdism, uriiich would haris been la his canditloh romantic dud 
superfluous, Jksolosiastical b©a«25fie8»‘ when they bectiiue vacaat, 
must bo jpvcn away j and the fti^ds of power may, if there be no 
inherent disquaUfloation, reasohiibly them. acoepM 

(1713) the deanery of Bt the beat prefortne&t^thac his 

triendscouMiNmtare to jrive hfm 1^'hat MSniistry wn* in a great 
degree si^portcd by the fflerfy, Who were not yct twUrilod to the 
author of the ^ 'fale of a fmb/^ and 4mt wiUmufc much dis* 
content and indignatmiL have borne /to $ea^idm installed in an 
English Cailiedfab '■ti ’ -,‘V'' ' ' 

He re€(»ed»inieed/B^paisUls Mm l<ord GtiriW; b^ be So 
cepted afterwards a dau^ of a thmui»nd> uj|^) 

Which Im resigned, aS he'aayl mnity , 

a groan*” , ■ ' \ . '; 'V 

, ^ in the mkl«^ ef hi» p^Mrandh^ phliUiafi a hf 

JhlsTlsits, his walks, his intertim with ll^eters, and quarrel 
with lua'(a«rvaht, ahd transiaitiod It tp Mrs. dohnftou iud Mrs* 
Hin^y/tO whom he know thiA wb|tmrer befel him was intereating, 
and no accounts eouM be too ihinute. Whether those ^durrml 
Irittcis wdtW prbfbriy exposed to cyca which had mcvtgf rooriivod any ^ 
pieasuiu f!rom im piosmioe of the Dean, may bOr wousimably dOiihK 
•d : they havsj howerer, some odd attraction .* the reader, finding 
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xiitm iMch he hee beeti md to ooni»ider oas 
ieopirteal^ oooii on fa hope of iofotmatioii ; ae^f as there k nothing 
tomtigneattoiitloa, if li« i« 4lite|^j[)oljit«d he oan h«r<lly complaiu. 

, Itle ee »7 to i^oeive, from tM thotigh exabition preee- 

m nwift inlio a life of jbidxtH the ifieh fer a Ufe of eaee was always 
vetornhig. 

Ee w^t iotat^lieeotsdoa of to 4000017 as RoOitt Oft he hail, ob* 
iaioed it : bot he ym not auflfecita to ttay in Ireland more l^an a 
ferfcttlght kifere he who xeealled to England, that ho might rem- 
die Lord Oitfezd and iW4 Beliaghtoke* who began to look on one 
another with maleyolenee, whieh OTOry day inomsed# tmd whidh 
BoUnghrokA appeared in tefeio in to huit 3^ct* ^ ^ 

Swife nontnoed nn Interview, from trmeh they both departed 
disoontenthti he nrocnrod a eeoondi which 1»nly convinced him 
that the fend wee arrmnclleable < he told them his opiiuon, that 
all waa lost ^Shle dininnolatlhn wal eontradioted by Oxford ; bet 
Bolinghnrke wtoj^ered that he was right. 

Beioro thin violent diseentlon had Bhatteted i\m klhilstry^ Bwlft ^ 
had publLiheiL in the bedfining of the yeaar (1714^ ** The PabHc 
BtMt of the 'IVhigt,” In answer i» ^ The Orto/ a pamphlet for 
which Steele was expelled from th^ Honee «tf Ouiaiiions, Swiii 
wan now ao far alienated from Steelot as to thunk him no longer on- 
titled to decency, and tborefore treats him aometimea » ith oon^ 
tempi, add eometimes with abhorrencoi 
In ibis pamphlet the Scotch w^e mentioned in terms so provok* 
lag to that irritable ntoon, that, resolving not to be olfended 
with impunity^ the Scotch Lords in a body demanded an aadienco 
of the (^neen, and soli^ted niparation. A pieclamatimi vnm issued, 
in which ihroo bandied pounds were offered for the dSsoovory of 
the r.utbor From this atom he waa^ fw ho relates, ''seimred by a 
slfijght / of what kind, or by whose prodenoe, is not known : mid 
sanii was theincroapo of bis repntattoia, that ihedeoCtii»h ^ Natlea 
applied again that he would be their iHend.** 

He was become so formidable to the VThigs, that his lUm Ilian ty 
With the Hbtoi's was elamonred at in IWUament, particularly 
by two men, alieraards of gmt note, Aislabie and Walpole. 

But, by the denied of his great friends, his importanoe and 
designs were now at an end $ and, seeing his services at last useless, 
he retired about dune <1714) into Berkitoo^ where, in the house of 
a Mend, he wrote what was then suppressed, bht has dSnet appear-* 
ed under the title of ** Frep Thoughts on the present State of 
Affairs.** 

While he was waitin|lA thhr rutirameut fer events which time 
07 chance might bring to pm, the death of the QuOmt broke down 
at once the whole system of Tory Piditics ; and nothing remained 
hnt to withdraw flrom the implucahillty Of triumphant Whigg^^m, 
and shelter himself in unenvied obMumfy. 

Tho aocouuU of his r<$ceptiou in Ireland, given by Lord Orrery 
and Br. Polsny, are so different, that the ermt of the wiitess, both 
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undoubted canitot H 8 »Y«d, btifc bjr topt>inf)v,w|iajfe ,1 

tbiiik u pjMjftk bf difedN^t , 

»ay 9 > that ^^'^^lecOited.witih respect, he 
ni^ whdtt %w cam^ to take iepal/ 

On^f lelU4hat“;h?i w# pblted bj'thc poph1aoj^>#^>4aMiWa^' ; 

Qaeeu'a.d^wiili, be, beci^e 
tW Jtekiderjt* , ; '• ^ 

V The Archbishop cf BubKtt gh?o huh ai ^dwaoiae ih', 

the etercifie of his jttrisdicfcio»;; h«t it Waa sm% dfecever^, wl; . 
het#eej» prudence aad intcpity he was pel^min tbe-i»Tcte|^.; 
that, when he was rdgbt, his i^drit did not easily yield tO:,op| 0 ;r 
eition. ' - , < . ^ , ' ; , ■ ‘ \ '“' 

Having sc lately quitted th«^ tuiaults of a ibd the 

of a court, they epll lept bli though to 

tuatca a while ib® , stem baa ceiW. fie ifeh^effevei dpd hS|'' , 
hottrs with sothe to the Ohaujgre 

the i^d Ctmdnctol the Heltowtojs 

tSs said to have, written w ^Ifietovy of the Pout l«et T^te 
Anne,” whfeb heb^an in her Itfetime, and, atletwardk 
with great ettehtion, but never publieheri It w«e atlet hie dealK 
in the hands cdjLoid Oitery and Doctor King^ A boot uudiis^jtiSl 
title was published, in Swift’s napaoi by DockU’ Lneas ; of wwb t 
can only say, that it .seemed by no means to corwiipond With the 
ndtiofts that I bad fd*med of it, fVom a conversation which I once 
heard between the j^rl of Orrery and old Mr, I»ewisi 
Swift now, innch bgainst his wiU, commenced Irishman for life, 
and w 6 « to oobta^ve bow he might be best accontmodatdd in a ^un- 
try: whciw be <:H»u^dered him^ In a statei.of exile. It seems 
tbit his fiisst recicurse was to |aelg^. The thoughtjf of death ru'^hed 
upon Mm at this time!, with »uch incessant importunity, that they 
took possession of bis mindS, when be flint weked, for ntony^ y^rs 
together. ' ■ '' '/, _ 

Her opened bis hpdse by apnblie table two days a week, 
found fiSe antertaittmeia^ gfe^ua^y freq uontod by more, aiiM i 
more viMfcante of JeatMng'am^»g’*the men, and of el(i§anee emong 
the women. Jdrs^ yoUnson bad left the country, and uml in lodg- 
ings not iar from deanery. On bis public days she regulated 
the table, but app^red at it as a mere gueei,: ^ke other Mes* . , 

On other days hF citen dined, si a stated pribe^ with Mr, Vfwal, 
a cler 0 man or da 0 w{h**d, wboae house iWas fe^uwnended, by 
the peculiar pleasabti^ arid neatness Irfawifev JTp this fiwl 
mode of living he was Arst disposed,')^ cto td piy some debts 
whkib he had ooutre^ted, and he ceMlteiued it for the pleasure of 
aepuinulating money. His avarice, huyeyer, not stifbjped te 
obstruct the dainto of his dignity : be was semd in phit%, OUd 
used to $ay he Was the ixairast geu^eman in Ireland that, ate upon 
plate, andfhe richest that lived Without a coeoh^ *, , 

How be spenttihe r«t of hie time, and how he edpqployed hi* 
bourn cdPItudy, h^ b^n inquired with hopeless <mri<X»ty. 1 ‘ait who 





^ to iBil^ Wttiiaute aooS^nt ‘(^''Ids' 

f» l^j ^ >riTaW «i»^- ' 

' :0m poctw' a«H' Bi<ijii% of'0o^r, ,itii wfcoir 

ifeelt ' ttk^o of \i$^'% tiioT )ivod''^' ^tHiiiirofit' 

, io^'lft'ifc^ %ifc waU'U^ijM witli 

i'tif.<)f ''''«:}*[ L^ 

' ;|ttt>^je?''tSit 'idtWfti'A tldtd ;pfir- 

‘ Beaa or$ifc. Fairio^'Aliiredti^a.^ivato,matino^^ Jcijowb And 
Tii^^i^ piilf ^§- h%$'yt0t^ tiJIi'ab^' a' 

fftti^|^tojt,'»o^mt^OBd<sdjto: Isii^b tSio.ufe«» i«d tb« 

i , jn^|irbif^|(!|eitl off ir auao'raoijtmt' , Foi? a 'tbon ^%8o :ibe '|)rod'ii:0« ‘ 

' ;Xi1co ■What 

hiikfjiltea bUii#lf a W hatnfal pifejBlon; Bpt io estate this passion, 

; and Hi^bt; m^imnrm ^o crimliial to who had ah * 

‘'interest’ tmdo, that tlie iaj’pJ^I$oiMid'> 

at Havrdawd^tb j ostfcr Ttmar&a, Iho att^tlon o? ihe public 
r^ih^ by this Jteaentmont turned upon the pi^^OpcHsai, the 

iiuhorwfts by'e0nfieuuje4^ew/l«adei>op^^^ ’’t^ • . ;• 

In r/5J liomrigfi, h u^Athah made tiahap|>jr by hpr 

admlrathm of wit, and ii^omihio^ly dktipjEfiJiilbdd h^ the nathe of 
yni^am, whoae Ooadubt W hedn idttkd^ auradehUy disousaed/aud . 
’trhb^*e hietdry w i<io weU hnowuto he uiinutely repeated. ^ She was 
Ayoung‘^ofe^fioitd of1itiiratiii«;;w,hottt Pecahbsjthei'fieahy^ hailed 
*Ot^en9(} \fj the lekors, took l^ldasttre In dlrejdinig 

and instrnetin^ ; tlB/iboui Wing protid of hie |W«e, «W grew fond 
.of his person* Swift was tWa iWut forfcy^toWn, at ah age wWn 
vat^iy is, atrcirttidy eiteUed hy the amorooe atteftbpi df a jonng 
^onW*. If it he Said that Swift should hare chWhed a paj^deil 
whioh he never toeant to gratify, reeoWrae must W had to that ,03t' 
#huafiott whijjihhe 80 much d^piM, ‘^ineu are <hut men per- 
hape, however,^ he did nut at jj rat know hie own is;iiji|<l, and, ae he 
J:e|>re8ente hiuis^hlf, was tindetoinhiaed. For hia admWion of her 
’tiourtship, apd hie indulgenW of Wr hopes kftet Ms inarrkge to 
' Btella^'W Wber hett^fc pleaena W fi*uad, ‘tW'^ ^W^ W delayed a 
disajEfreWhle ditooWry '^^ji time to Um<i di^ding the iinmediate 
hursts of dhktrw*,' 'and.'wAtiihing ^ibt' a ’favm^tiiihle __nHmaOnt^ 'SW 
. 'fhbuglkt 'Wmlf .Wglos 0 tfed>iia'ttd ;died of' ;'-dWi|i>poihiwehtV'\Wtiiig 
ordered by hen* wijl that poeta to W puhSiEd^ to wliiish (jadeuua 
had hrmdatoSed h^r o^deSeuW, oimlesa^ hM^toyo.;, tPW effect 
of tW pubUciiticm nW theJ3^n and Stella /Is UShW ^eJated hy 
pdmy: ^ ' ■ . 'f-,'/^'" ' 

C ^ ^ f have good ji^on , to beltove thkt they y^-sre both neatly* 
"sho«ihed end dkiryi^ed Mough'**^‘may be dillerentiy) upon this oc* 
easiom TW made a tour to the South of Ireland, for about 
two months,, at this €me, to dissipate bis thottgh^, apd ^Ibe place 
to obldijuy. And Stolla retired (upon tbe earnest iuTltotirm of the 
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owner) ^ |«ii«^6u8/|q.od-nateed wid ? 

tW mneli loved anil;.nMm«d« W %' 

infArad^-ri^^en «aW her’; and, t have re^ii nWl^Sf '' 

ntaioai Mimow to rdieve, finpptfiV a*id; aoniao hwr, m ttoi W 
j^tnation. ■', 

;f*Oi4^ Ijttlfi incident he told me of oailmt oe^on, 1 iW^ ^ 
fih&ll never forget. As hw lHend an hospitaWe, 
ihfth; mU beloved^ and largely acquainted^ it ^ 

iiiome gentlemen dix>pt In to were at^ngm tp 

situation : and as the poeta ex ^Oadenus flmdTnneaea^im tlien i^e . 
gehei^l topic of t^nversatioii, iop^of thdm aaidi tBurelyfhat Ta« 

to write so finei^^pen her.* *^C*li?^ohn!Soii( amiPlod^S^nW^^ 
‘that she ttwi^ht that point not quite so clear f^r it 
known the Deain Could wxite finely ujWm a broomalt^ ” ' 

The p^at Icqmattlon ot esteem and ind^nbe Mi nam bi' i%’i 
, “Drapjer’s Letiem/' in 1524. One Wood of Woivemmpil^ 
Btaifordsyrei a man enterprising and rapacious, had, it % 

a present to the Dnehesa of Munster, obtained a, patent, emj^w* 
ermg him to coin one hundred and eighty thousand pounds, of 
halfpence and ianhings in the kingdom of Ireland, in which there 
Was a Very inconvenient and embarrassing scarcity of copper o<%; 
so that it was possible to ruit in debt upon the credit of a piece ^ 
money ; for tbe cook or keeper of an alehouse could, not t^uso to 
supply a man that had silver in his hand, aud the bi^er wd^d not 
leave his m<mef without change- 
The project was therefore pUurfblc. The, scaMt^, wlikih was 
alrC^idy great^ Wood took care, to make greater, by who ga* 
thered up the old halfpence, and was al^ut to tuyn W brass into 
gold, by pouring the treasures of this new mint iip(^h Ireland; 
when Swift, finding that the metal wea debasewl to an ohorfifio^ do- 
grCc, wrote fetters, tuider the name of M, JS* jpropiVr, to kheV the 
folly of receiving, and the mih^hief that must ensue by git^ng, 
gold and silver for coin worth perhaps not a third part of its no* 
minal value. 

The nation was alarmed; tbe new coin witw Universally refui^dl ,* 
but the govemom of Ireland conaidered resistance to the kingfS; 
patent as highly criminal ; and one Whitsbed, then chief justice. , 
who had tried the printer of the former pamphlet, apd sent out the \ 
jury nine times, tSll^ by clamour and menacea, they jfrere frightened 
into a special verdict, now presentedT the but could not 

prevail on the grand jury to find a Wl* V / , 

Lord Carteret and the privy council published a proclamation, 
offering three hundred pounds fm discovering tbe, author of the 
Fout^th Letter. Bwiffe bad coneealcd himself fro^ft b|s printers, and ’ 
trusted only his butler, who transcribed the papdf. .The man, im* 
medktejty alter ibe appearance of the proelamafcidm strolled from , 
the ho«m, and ataid but ali night, and part of the nekt day. There . ' 
was reason enough to fear that he had betrayed hfe master for the / 
reward; but be came homei, and the Beau ordered him to put of 
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Ilia ^<1 leave the feouae; * fyTf* jiaya lie* I kneif tliat my 
%e IB ii% yeuT aiva,l w ^ yottr 

4^olepieeor iWn eiewW liia faidt wiih i^mti 

isitoWoii* ana ikat/ w^ jniglf V eou^ned ^ tbehouae 

^kile Ifi was in to .M^e ’li& master; Ibnt ike Dean reao’* 

JnteJy,tnrned him wMhoni ta^ noth^ef him, tiU ; 

of the ii^<^rihiAifch>tt haS' expired, aftd then i^oeived him 
a^ain. Siicm, aftef he oinored mth and the rest of hk servants 
into his pr^etteajr H^thout telling them jiia , mtentions, and bade 
ihem 'iahe hdtdio,eil^at their fellow sejwant was no longer Ebhf|t the 
bttWi hdt that his inte^itv had made him Ur. BlSitoey* Vergifer 
df whose mcome was beiteen th&ty djjtd 

ih^ty ndttnds.ii ypsr ; jbnt he s^ll ©ontinued for some years to amvO 
tjuUe3^^'.,‘ ^ \ ' 

^wSflmi jknot^n froni tune by the appellation of 
I )^ah<'' ^e, Wai hdnomred b^^he populace as the champion^ patron; 
ahd of Inland V a^ gained such power aa^ ooiundered 

h^fch In Its eitent and duration, Scarcely any man has ever enioy^^ 
i^lthdhi' wealth or high siatioxi* 

' lie D'oyn il# importunt year the oracle of the tradi^, and 
the ^doiof the nibble, and by consequence was feared and OoUrted 
by *dil to whom the hindneas of the traders or the populace ne- 
cessaiy. The Dra^iitr w&b a sign; the Drapkr was 
which way aoover the eye or the ear wasiuruod^ some tokens were 
found of the nation’s gratitude to the Dmpiir , , , 

The behcht was indeed great; he had rescued Ireland from a rery 
ppnrcasije and predatory invasioa; and the popularity ^hich he had 
gamed he was diligent to keepi by appearing forward and zeajbus 
op every beoi^on where the public interest was supposed to bo in- 
vptVcd. Kojr did ho much scruple to boast his induence ; for when, 
uponi^) attempts to regulate the coin* Archbishop Boulter, theh 
oaecf the Justices,, acdusedi him of exasperating the people, he ext 
culpa^4 himself by saying, “If I had lifted up my Anger, they 
wouldhave torn you to pieces ” ; 

But the pTe^^Rure of po])hlarity waR soon interrupted by domestie 
misery, Mrs, Johnson, whoso con vernation was to him tho great 
gbftwr of the ills of life, began in the year of the trmmph 

todocliht ; and two yeark afterwards was so wasted with sickness, 
^(it her WO very waa^Usidered as hopelijss. , ' 

Tvaa thou in England,, >nd had been Ihvlied by Lord Bo* 
linghroke to 'pas the!wihter^th him in France ; ,but this call qf 
calamity hastened him to Ireland, where ihsrhapa his presence 
contributed to restore her to imperfect Und tottering healtJp* 

Was now m mueh at that {17371^® i^eturned^ to Eng- 
land ; w,here he'hollcictod 0xee v<AumeB ef Miacpltoies in conjanc- 
tibh with Pope, prcAxCd a querulous and apolci^tioal Preface. 

This Important !y ear sent likewise intb tie wpidd Ct'e^Bver's 
Travels a jrp^ubiion iso new and strange, that it iltldd the reado]^ 
iSdth a minglad omotion of ; merfimemt and amaaembnt* It Vas re** 
ihatthe frice of the fi«st eiUtion fw 
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TuiBed bc(<9X*o be .made; by bkli 

attd th^ feW lifted 'fcia:' 

Itmt ill ViRnydet* j id (t \ bojok 

iiirntii!¥n'W<|pdn df tmb ir^ ''Biii:.^m'"al»-" 

' %B liiiad©, t^e 'part irhjuS, i{ave tbeXeA^i |3^iwte 

wn tbife irbicb fi^ve sao^ amhxst the biatO0 idf lbd 

ilduybibnto 

^hUe Swift wa« eiijaymg the i»|itifeatioa of!, hk »4w ib« 
news of the ICingf^’ii death affmd ; and bd kbkd pt tbo 

npvt Ring ttiid ljueen three daya after their acco^y^iem,, 

By tho Qiteea, when she w&i Princ.c«a, hd had beeh ireothijwith 
some dwtinctien, and wa;^ ^YeJl received by her ; 

bat whether she gave boi>es whioh $ho never, took cafe to ^ti»f)r, , 
he iWtned expoctat^ou's which she aevor m^uHo raiaf^r 
was, that ho always afterwards thonght on hcrtrHh m|d^btettoe, 
and parliealarly charged her with t>reaking her .of iomo 

medals which she engage<l to send hiwn /»> ' 

. i know not whether she had not, in Ur tarn /some, aikim far 
oomplairtt. A letter was scat her, not so much eutreating, 0,8 re- 
<|Uiring h(T I'fvtrotiugo «'f Mrs. lia^bcr, an ingcniuiis )[ji8ilWOli(]tatt, 
.who was then begging PuUcnntiom for her poems. To 'triiis iottet 
was subacrihod the njime of Swift, and it has all ibe apfoarauces of 
hift dicthuii ftTuI sentimenU : but it wa^ not written iu urn, blind! and 
had some little iinj[fronrietie8. WIk'Ii he was charged with this let* 
tfijr, he hid hold of the inaecutacst's, and urged the impr()babUSty 
'* of the .ftccusafion; but never denied it; he fcWiBett between co- 
wardice and veracity, atid talks big wlieu he sh;^« nothing. 

He scema dcsirouH enough of recoin incnling courtier, and on* 

' dchvoifred to gain the kiiidne^.^ uf Uir. Howard, rcmetnbotjing what 
Mrs. Mafthuru had perforntOcl in former timo3.; but hi8 iftattoriea 
were, like those of other wit*, wnstmcefifiitl ; the kdy cither wanted 
poW'*‘r, or had no ambition of pootii‘iii iman^Haiiiy.* 

Be was seiz'ul mt Jr>ng afta wards by n lit of giddiwe»?^, apd again 
heard of the sjekneis and danger of Mr$. dohrkmn Ho tUu left 
the house of Pope, as it setW, with very httic cwmouy, iinding, 
** that two sick frienda can ?iot live together;” and did not write to 
him till he ftmiid himself ht Chester. 

He returuod to a home of Sf*rr<»w ,♦ poor Stella was, .sinking into , 
the gi*ave, nnd, after a iHugubshing decay of about 'twO mohitS,, died 
in her forty fourth year, on .Tinmury 28, 3 72^1. Bow he 

wished her life, ^papers, shew ; nor can it be doubted tluft /he 
dreaded the (Jtsath of ier whom he loved moBt^ iggrayai<4 by.,ihe 
conscioumtss that himself had hastened ib 
, Beauty and the x^ower of pleasing, the greatest extwhali mdmt- 
tage« thkt woman can desire Or pogsoRR, were fatal itSj tke unfortu* 
nkto Stella. Tim mah whom she had the thisfaytUiMJ hne was, 
as Mmp ob^rves/ tond of singularity, »ndv4mtau8; to make ik 
mode of b!^jj>puiess for hiiftaelf, different from lho%i^|ierAl course, of 
thini^ and ordw of Providence. From the fcimu of beir, wivnl in 
Iretod> he retelved to keep her in hid power, emd therefore 
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iniadered a itoatdi gufBcieatly advaiatftgeoxi^, by accuixmiatitti: mi- 
: reasonable demands, and pregc^rihing cotiditionf* that conld not ba 
" performed, Wh^la aba was at hi^r own disposul h« did n^jt consider 
hie po^e&siott, as sconre ; resentment, ambitloiitj or caprice, nii^ht 
separata theid ; be iKottsiW^ pifsoh'cd to m^ke 
double <3ure/' and id a|'prv'p;!ftt»i}' her by a priraie iaiiimiij:vj to 
which bo bad anueatod the tipectaiiou t)f all the j.ileaMirts oi l or- 
feet frietidsbip, without the nmtisiuoJ^ ot odKiu^.?al r< i^tratot, But 
with this state poor Stella w.jh r:*>t f^atl^^ied : she, never was treated 
as a wifoj and to the world hhe had the w^fpeartViiee of a mistresj?* 

' She lived sullnnly un, in ho}vc that iu time he would own and re- 
ceive her ; buf the time did n«t Come till tiio e.hunfje of hi^5 n»iiimcra 
an^depnvation of hia mind niude het iell imn, when he offered to 
Roknbwledge her, that “ it wa;5 loo late.*’ She then ^uve up her- 
self to sorrow^ful resentment, and died under the tyranny of hito^ 
by whom she w’ub in the degree ly\ed and h<.Hoiued. 

What were her olaimh; to this ecccutiic tendonu'-fi, l»y which' the 
laws of naturt were\i«u‘aid to retain her, curlu-ity \sill isnputej* 
but how shall it he f rut 1 tied 1 Swift mv;us a lover; his tei^tiniony 
may b(‘, tjUspectecL ilelany and the Frii h s;p.v with Sod-V^ eyw, and 
therefore add little confnnnuion. 'i'lntt ^hc wsi'^ v^l|.Uwu^^, beauti* 
fill, and elegant, in a very lu;(h de;»’re.:*, such admin.tior. f liiich 
a lover niake^r it \ery jsrqh.thlc: but j-he had uid much nferitfnre, 
for;-hc could not ^^pell her own languat'o and of her wit, ko l-.udly 
vaunted, the smart .‘'ayiug.- which Swift hiiuhclf has collected afford 
no splendid specinnm. 

The mder of Swiffo “ F.eftcr to a Lady on her Marriage/* may 
be allowed to doubt whether hisophiir.u ol female cxceUenoo friiiglit 
implicitly to be admitted ; f>tr if hi,? general thoug' its on woiutOBi 
were such as ho e>\hddf..'s, a veiy iiirle sense in a lady would ejinip- 
tarc, and a very littie virtue Wuiild a&ton?«h him, " SkiilnV i^hpro* 
jUitcy, therefore, was perligpi^ only local; she was j:n;ai because her 
aasociftf es V ere. little. 

Tn some rt-markH lately pubU>^be.d cn IhcVireof Swift, his ruyr- 
U rimntiomd »>! fa.'uulous or duabtfui; but, aU.s; pfn>r Stolls^ 
jw Dr. Maddiiu told me, relata.l h.;r meluiielmly ^u>rY to Dr. Sheri* 
daij, when he at'teivh,‘<l hex ;u u ol- rg)m?in ioprepaie li'r fordpatli; 
and Dekuy numiionK it not wiTn (haibt, but only wilii regroL 
Swift never luonfioued ht v witlnait :; aiy):. The mi of hi,^ hfc vvas 
8'pent iu Irolaxid, ia a uonnfiy to elpoii not oven jmaer iduu!.-t tbo 
spotic, nor flattery alasxMt 4doIati on. , could ncoKcih him. He 
sOmeumos wished b> vi%{t Kaghn,.?, ho^ always f.ujid b.ai ■ leas n 
of delay. He tells Ih^pe, in the dcc^’ino oj lifv’, tliat he jn-p^s once 
more to see him ; '* but if mn./’ buys, hv , ne uusst pm-t an all hu- 
beiuj^ei have park'd,'* 

After fhc'dfiuth of SvClla, hi,- boncvol' iicc contracted, Dud hn 

verity c,xa(^perated : hodmvehi' ac<ju,dntrim;ou'om hl^ fable, and 
wondered why he was deserted, fbit he tvnfiuued his utto^tiou to 
the pttUio, auv'i WT(>te from time to time such dirtictioiiK, adjmonl* 

,, . , r ' , • '' " 
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tions or oemted, tli© ojigofix^ of afajrs, in iti« opinion; made 
proper; and nothinig felj from hie pen in vain* / 

3n » ahort poem on <jhe Preshy temno, whom he always regi«^edi 
with detestation, he bestowed one attioture upon BetteaWorth, % 
lawyer emin'ent for his insolence to the clers:y» wiiinh, Iknm very 
eont^iderable repuutiori, brought him into immediate and tmivet^l 
contempt, Beitesworth, enraged at his disgrace and loss, went to 
Swift, and demanded whether he was the author of that poem ^ 
^*Mr. Bettfcsworth/’ answered he, I was in my youth acquainted 
with great law ) era, who knowing my disposition to satire, advised 
me, that if any scoundrel or blockhead whom I hhd lampooned 
ehoald oak, Are you the author of this paper 1” T^hould tall him 
that 1 Was the author ; and therefore 1 tell you, Mr. Bettesworth; 
that I am not the aufiior of thm lines,” 

Bettesworth was so little satislied with this account, that ho 
publicly ])rofe'<Hed his resolution of a violent lind corporal revenge ; 
but the ijihubitnnts of Patricks district embodied thems^vesin 
* the Bean’s defence. Botfesworth declared in Parliament, that 
Swift bad deprived him of twelve hundred pounds a-year- 

Swife w.'ia popular a while by another mode of beneficonoe. Ho 
set aside some lumdreds to be lent in small sums to the poor, from 
live ftlaillmg-i, 1 think, to dvo pounds* He took no interest, and 
only required that, at repayrnenf., a small fee should be given to the 
aceomi>t.afit ; but he required that the day of promwed payment 
sWnid bo exactly kept. A severe and punctilious temper is ill 
qualified ibi traimctions with the poor • the clay was often broken, 
and the loan wan not repaid. Thi^ irci,^djt have been caaily foreseen ; 
but.fbr this Sauft had uuido no provi*;iiui of pnciimce or pity. Ho 
(rvderocl his debtors to b« fined. A soverr (“.editor baft no popular 
character ; wliat then w;uj likely to bii sjud of him who employs^ the 
catchji.jll unihTfhe .‘Appearance of chrAty? The ckmour agoiufit 
him WfCs hoj i, and the ro.^entment <rt tlie popiil.toc (»utrageCuB; he 
w:is thorefore forced to drop hi$ St.U<fme, find own the foUyof espcct- 
in? piui'wtmdlrv from ♦he poor. , 

Jlis n^peiity continually iiKTcasing, condenmed lam to solitude; 
and hi ' rcj*ciiii>u;at of PoVaudo, nharpr'ued his asperity. Ibi war^ not, 
however, totally de.Hrrtod ; some men of leanniig, and som'C women 
of elci^iTico, *AteTj vested him; and hc wrofo from time totimeei- 
therverrifj or priK.e; of his ver^ica ho ftillingjy gave copies, and i» 
supposed to have fcU no diwemifont when heaftWihem printed,. Hift ; 
lhvi)uri/<^ ncotim nas, “Vive la h.aj^te.lle he thought t rides a 
ncco.s^nry part efiifc, and fv*rhftp.s found them nrccssary to hisnself. 
Ifc seems impotif^ib}"! r,o him L^^ htj idle, and his diisorders made it dif- 
ficult or dangcr.'iis to be Ion" fitriouv*lv sfudious, or laboBoaftly dilb 
g(mt. The love .»f (jofic i( al'V-’ys gaining ripnn agf*, and ho had on© 
temptation <o pe :ty humh cjo* nts peculiar to himself; whatever, h© 
did he wafi sure to bwar aj jdauded ; ujid feUcU wi^ahifiprcdommano© 
over fdl that apjvruaohed, that rJl their uppiauscft w©t© probably sin- 
cere. ^Ho that w much liAttcied iearna to fiattcr himself : we 
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m taught o«f duty hf fear ot sliaw, atiid iidW caft they 

aci viM the hehta ii 0 tht% hat hig own |>raisee 1 

yeare iaoreased/ hia of giddiaesa and dea^m 
Wtm foe^ient, and hU i^ade convotBaticm difficult ; they, 

grew lihewhte tiiore severe, tilliakl7S6, as he^was t^itirig a poem 
oaW 'Kie Le^pa Cixib/' he was seized with a fit so palafal, and 
fib Imig continued, that he never after thought it proper to attempt 
any work of thoo^ght or labour. » 

lie tiraa always careful of his money, and was therefore no liberal 
ehtertainer : but was less frugal of his wine than of his meat. When 
his friends of cither sex came to him. in expectation of a dinner, 
his custom waf to give every one a shilling that they might please 
themaelves with their provision. Jit last his avarice grew too power- 
ful for hk hiudneriftj ne would refuse a bottle of wine, and in Ire- 
land no man visits whore hucannot drink. 

Haring thus eatdudod converaatiou, and desisted from study, he , 
hadneither business nor amtisemeut; for, having by some ridiculona 
resolution, or raad vow, determined never to wear spectacles, he’* 
could make little use of books in hia later years ; hk ideas therefore 
being neither renovated by dkeourse, nor increased by reading, wore . 
gradually away, and left his mind vacant to the vexations of the 
Emir, till at last hk anger was heightened into madness. 

He however permitted one book to be published, which had been 
the prodnefciott of former years; Polite Conversation," which ap- 
peared in 17S8, The Direction for Servants" was printed soon 
after h|a death. 

These two pertbrmances shew a mind incessmitly attentive, and, 
when it was not employed upon great thiuga, busy with miunk oc- 
cunweesw Xt k apparent that he must have had the habit of noting 
whatever ho observed ,* for such a number of particulars could never 
have been assembled by tho power of recallecUon. 

Ho grew more Tiolent, and his mental powers declined till (1741) 
it was found necc>*<?ary that legal guardians should bo appointed of 
hk pemou and fortune. He now lost distinction. Hk madness 
was compoimded of r^o and futurity. The last face that he know 
waa that of Mrs. IVliiteway ; and her ho ceased to know iu a little 
time, Hk meat was brovight him out into mouthfuls; but he 
would never touch it while the servant staid, and at last, after it 
had sttKxi perhaps an hour, would eat it w^alking : for he continued 
. his old habit, anckwos m his feet ten hours a day. 

Kext'yeaT (I7iJ2) he had m infiammation in his left eye, wdiich 
swelled it to the size of an egg, with boils in other parts ; ho was 
kept long w^aking with the pain, and was not easily restrained hj 
five attendanta from tearing out his eye. 

The tumour at last subsided ; and .a short interval of reason en- 
suing, in which he know his physician and his family, gave hopes 
of his recovery; but in a few days he sunk into a lethargic stupidity, 
motionless, hoeoicss; audspcecabm But it is said; that,#fiier a 
year of total silence, when hk housekeeper on the SOth of iwovem- 
ber, told him that the usual bonfires and illuminations wore pro- 



460 


iSd fc^lb-dfty, K« wirerod# II IjJ itt fellj ; ih[|^ 

li ii5 ttiai he aftamJpdft sf oie liW ’ 

Botute liititBiia&ott of ^ ; hni di lft«t mnk Stilo 

wlilcti oiDiutteed till about the tad of 0ctote, 1?44/ wltSfn^ 'iu hbi 
BlftentJ'^bth year, he otpirod tdfehout a , ,;; ' j 

' Whetx Swift ip eoDiiidered ^ ah atiihor,' It i» j^t to hi# 

,, J>dWej^ H the ifhign of Aane h^es tufhod; 

the stream of popularity Sgaiusfc the Whige, and imit&fe he ooufessod 
to hat^ dictated for a time the politick (*pitiionA of the Btoglii^h; nia* 
tioa. In tbo siicooeding reSgu ho delithed Ireland from pluhdor 
aiid ojppreadon ; and shew thst wit# oouMcrjited%ilh titith».had 
tmeh force as anthorijj^ ir^i unable to rewint. Ho iltaid truly of him- 
Self that Ireland *'was heift debtor " It w^a» from tl\e time wh^ he 
first began to patronise the Irish, that they may date their riehea 
and prosperity. He taught thedi first to known their own |ntcmt, 

^ their weight, and their ftireugth, and gave thorn spirit td assort 
' that eqttaUtf with their feHowsubjeOfcs to which they hafe ever 
idnee been making vigorous advanm, and to claim IhW rights 
which they hare at last established. Kot can they be charged of 
ingratitude to their bencfiictor j for they reverenced him as a 
; guardian, and obeyed him as a dictator. 

th hl« works he has giren very different specimens both of sentb 
ments and errfremon. His T&Ie of a Tub’' kisUttie rcsembkiicc 
to his other pieces. It exhibits a vehemence and inpidity of mind, 
a copioosnesft of imaffci, and tivneity of dictioi^, such as he aftei> 
wards newer possesttett, or never exetted. It is a mode so distinct 
. and peculiar, that it must be considered by ; what is true of 
that, is not trtto of any thing else that he has written * , 

In his other works bo found an equablo tenor of language, 
which rather trickles than fiows. His dedight was in simplicity. 
That he has in his works no metaphor, as has been said, is hot tmc ; 
but his few metaphors seem to received rather by necoasity than 
choice. 'He studied purity ; md ihoilgh perhnpa uH hia stTictiirea 
are not exact, yet it is not often thiit solecisms can be found and 
Whoever depends on, hia authority may generally coticlude hiciself 
safh. His sentences are never too much dlhitod or contracted ; and 
it Will not be easy to find any 'ehibarrafijncnt in the (Huitplication of 
his clauses, piy uicoiise^uenoe in his conncctiow^ or abruptness in 
histrUnsitiorm. t , 

Hia style was well suited to his tbrughts, which nte ucverKtiblil-' 
Jzad by nice diKquuitions, decorated by spucklsu" conceit^ elcTatcd 
. 'by ambitious Sentences, or variegated by farsought learning- He 
, pays no court to psssibns j he excites neither liurpri-^e nor admire 
tion j he always undeifetands himf»eJf : tbc peruser of Stidft tsfstlts Ht- 
tie previous knowledge; it will be Miifirient thathe la acquainted with 
eomfi^on words and common things; he is neither requited to mount ; 
elovuiidns, bur to exploro profundities ; his passage is always on 
a level, alofig Solid ground. Without asperities, without obstracdon. 

This eaay imdaafe conveyance of moaning it was Swift’s desire ta 
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atid tel teivteg ii« deserves Fpr ptwpow# 

merely didactics, wbett lioiawkg 1» to b«> wa« knimii W 

ter^ it ii^ l>«»t |?mae; teatietatia», by ^Mob 

1mm tt^iiba art? autod te uagl^oted, it makes no 
it Instjlwjts, but does not persnade* 

By ten poBtioal eduoatioo be was aiaociated Tjdli^b tbe Wbigs; 
bpt be deserted tMt pnooird^ycl^ wHbwit running into tbe con- 
contraTy entmme; be oontmued ttefungbotti bis Ufo to retain tbe 
disposition nhiebba assigns to tbe "Cbtircb^of England Man/' of 
ibinkingoommoniy yfith tbo WbigStof tbe^State, and i^fjtb fcbe tToriait 
of tbe Cburcb. ^ ^ 

' Tie jras a olprohmsus ratJebally nealous ; be desired tb® pfos' 
parity, ami maintained tbe honour, of tbA Clergy ; of the Bissen*' 
tors be did not tvi^b to tbetoloratio#, but ba opposed tb^r 

enoroaolmn^ntp. 

To bis <luty as Dean be ^aa very atteotive» Ho managed tbe 
ireremicfc of hie obnreb vith exact economy ; and it is said by Pe* 
lm% that mote money rras, under hte direction, laid out in repair^* 
than bad nv<T been in the pnme time hinco its owetion. Of bie 
choir hr was rmhjrntly careful j and, tbongb he iiejlber loved nor 
nndcrxtood niu^ic, tuok care that all the singers n^are well qualified, 
admiring without the teetiwony of sallfnl judges. 

In bi^t clinrcli ho r^'^tf-red the practice of* weakly commn:'5oD,an4 
distributed the ‘ tcruum ntsl elements in the most solemn and de* 
vout inunuf'r with his own baud He came to church every morn- 
5ne, prcArhod totumunly in bk turn, and attended the evening 
antbem, that it mignt not be negligently performed. 

. llemd tlmsornco# mb er with p strong, nemus yoke, , than 
in a graceful mduner ; hk voice was sharp and high toned, rather 
than liarmanJotti 

Uo entcreid upon the clericcil stale with hope <p o^oel in prekoh* 
iug ; but compKiued, that, from tho time of his political oontro* 
vemiee, '* he couUl only ptcach pamphlets '* Tlfie cenauyc of him* 
self, if judgmout ho made from thcao sermons which have been 
pmit^d, V la unr< asonably srvcie. 

The ‘^u'^pbuou'^ of his irrcHgion ptooeoded in a great measure 
from his dr<*ad of hypocthy : an&teau of wi'^bing to erem better, he 
dolighttid in nremaig worse than he was. He went in liondon to 
early prayers, b-st be be fioen at church h© rend prayers to 
bk smautrt every morning wUh such dextwous secrecy, that Br. 
Peiatiy, months in Jkia bouse before bo knew It, He was 

not only careful to, hide the good which he did, but willingly in** 
onired ih© Buspuaon of v>il wMcH be did not. He forgot what 
himself had formerly assorted, that hypocrisy is W mifrcUievou* 
than open impiety. Br. PeUny, with aU iii» Tioal for his honour, 
has justly popdemned this port of bis character. 

The person of .ISwift had not many iceommcndationa He had 
a kind of mnddy oomplejion, which, though he washed himself 
vHth oriental acrupuiosity, did pot look cloar, He hadnvjounte* 
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nance boux md mm^ whidt lie seMem Bofieii^ ^ ttny iappei^ee 
of gaiefey. He BfcubfeMly reaisW any tendency; to f 

To biftdO^neeiios he woe natttxdily tou|;h ; nM i hM of n .; 

oTifl tmimi wi<;h that vigilatioe of minnte ittention his ; 
worlw difioovex, moat have been a niaater thht <; fe^ , tanix 

. That he ivius dispoBed to do hia aervante go^> Oh Impcdiont oe(^ 

. eiotiBi h no great mitigation; i^no^ion'can he tmt xarOi 
. tjTannio peo^iahness is peipetuid. He did notan&ie the servants 
of others. Onoe^ when he dined aidno with the tel df Orrery, he 
. fi&id of one that waited In the room, That man has, ftihce we sat 
; to! the table committed tiftoett Mta’' |fhat the lanlta were, i 
Xord Orrery, from whom I heard the stoiy,* had not*l>een atfcentjiyo i; 
enough to dxseover* My number may perha]^ hnt be exact. 

In bis eoohowy he'^cstiaed y)ecnUar and^bffenaive parsimony, ' 
without dieguiae or apolojp'. pmetieo of saving being once. ' 
neoesearv, became haoitum, and grew dist ridiculons, andat last 
detestable. But hie avarice, thm^ It might exclude pleasure, was 
•never suteed to eacri^h upon his virtue. He was frugal by in-* > 
tdination, but liberal by prindpic; and if the parj^ose to which he 
' 'destined his little aucitmulations be remembered; with his disttb . 
hutions of occasional charity, it will perhaps appear, that he only 
liked one mode of expence nettier than another, and saved merely 
that he mi^hfc have something to Mm 0e dia not grow rich by 
injuring his successoni, but left both Laracor and the Deanery ' 
more valuable than he found them. — With all this talk of his 
covetousness and geuerosity^ it shotdd l>e remembered, that he was 
never rick The revenue of his Deanery Was imt much more than 
seven hundred ayear, - \ 

His beneficence was not graded with tendomess or civility ; he 
relieved without pity, and assisted without kiMam t so that those 
who were fed by him could hardly love him. 

He made a rule to himself to give but due piece at a time, and , 
therefore alway stored his pocket with coins df different value. - • 

Whatever he did/ ho seemed turkling to do in » manner peculiar . 
to himself, without imfildeutiy oonsid^ni^, that singulanty as St 
implies a contempt of the, general practice, is a kind of defiance ' 
which Justly provokes the ho^ttHity of ridicule : he, therefore^ who 
indulges peculiar habits, is worse than others, if he be not better; 

Of his humour, a Btory told by Pope* mav afford a specinmn. 

** Dr. Bwift baa m bdd, bluht way, that is mistaken ly afirafigeie. 
lot lU-nature.— "T ib so odd, that thefo’s no describing it but by " ^ 
ihets. rn tell yott one that first cofims into my head. One even- 
ing, Hay and 1 went to see him ; you know how intittmtely we 
were all acquainted. On our coding in, 'Heyday, genOcmen, 
fsays the Doctor) what’s the meaning of this visit I How came 
you to IcaVe the great lords that you are so fond of, to cotue hither . 
to aee a poor Dean Because we would rather «ee you thau any , 
of thexg/'-^^Ay^ aoy oao that did not ktmw so well «» J db JO^ht 
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;4>eli0ve pxu >JBit siaoA g«i«owie tmm for 

*ymt I MtpiibsV— ^ So^ Dckjl^r, hato is«|ii>64 Suppod 

i tha^ft impWbla; I ,i^y, 'ils ?asot*aiirht o’clt^k y«i.-ia?hat'»; 
«*fwi^e j b«fe if jroa haii , I mast ha?© ^ot samo* 

t3iua| for mo aeju* l^iat I have had ? A oo*xple of .; 

, 'lob8tof»| ay, that wonU have toe veil j tva ebillinge— un^, 
a jehtog ; but ^mMll dtoi|ta«e“^f me, though you 

Bupped eomuvh befow your usUai iiUKi oajy to wy Puoke|f 
‘ Ko^ we bad rather talk with you tto 4fh»k vi^. youz-r* Bat if 
you had aupped .with iu6, aa i» aft. tefliaou ybu . ought to have 
‘ aoue, you luUflt have draufc vifch iu 0 **^A bt^Ue of wiue, two ehil* 
Jiugt^two a»tl two ialaur, aud one five ; juat two , sixpence - 
a^pleoe. There, .Pope, tbere*8 half a*oi!owji for you* and th«roX! 
another for you, ^r 5 for i woh’teavo any fhing by .yoU/ 1 do*' 
.te 3 rniined/**Thia waa allaaid and dene with hi» new aerlousnats 
on such oixm(m; and, in Ipite of eveify thing wo nooM eay to the ; 
contrary, he atoally obliged u» to take the , 

^ In the interoourfio of familiar lifei be indal||;ed hie dUpo^ition t# , 
petulance and sarcusin, and thought himeelf injured if the licenti** 
ousneas of bia raillery, the freedom ofhia causurea, or the petulance 
of his froUca, was resented or reptemedi He prodopiuated over hia 
oompaniona with very high nsceUdauc^j, and probably would l^ar 
none over, whom he could not predotnihatOb To give hnn advi(m, 
was, in the, aty lo of bis friena Belany> "to venture to apeak to 
him.'* This ou>toanary superiority soon gifo'v tOo d«d;ioato for truth, 
and Bwitt, with all fos penetration, allowod himself to bo delighted 
with low flattery. . . , 

On all common occasions, he habitually affects a stylo o{ arro- 
gance, aud dictates rather than pemuadcs. This authoritative and 
magisterial language he expected to be received as his peculiar 
moiie of jocularity ; but be apparently flattered* his pwft arr.<ganoo 
by an assumed imptiriousnm, in which he was ironical only to the 
ireftcntful, and to the submi we sufficiently serious. 

!’ He told stories with great foUcity, and delighted in doing what 
he knew luraisclf to do weft ; he was therefore captivated by the 
rasneotful silence of a listener, and told the some tales too often. 

. He did not, however, claim the right of talking alone ; for it was 
his rule, when he had spoken a minute, to ^ve room by a pause 
for any other speaker. Of tinje, on all occasions, be was an exact 
.computer, and knew the xumutes,required to, every . commoa^ 

' .ioperation. * ^ 

■ It may be justly supposed that there was, in hi» coflveinatxon, 
^-what appears fo frequently jn his Letters, an affectation of famili- 
^ drity with the great, and ambition of momefttarynequaUty sought 
iand enjoyed by the negleot-of those beremonfoa which custom has 
- cfttablishod as the barriers between one order ^ of society and an- 
other. This transgtessiou of regulsuity wa» by biuiself and bis ad- 
V jaiuers termed greatncBS of ^oul But a great mind disdaiy fo bold 
‘ any thing by courtesy, and therefore never usurps what*a lawful 
% tot eacmehtft ua »ttother'« d^^ 
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mit» Iiinwelf m Wa lif 

or py ftttd oonde^niio^/ ‘ ’ / ' > 

Of lialt^ta 61 if Let^ ^ 

pofifecl to affo^Uay evid^nc®, he w nPti a 
or^qltiYied# ' He to haye jrattod W k ,di»c0n|.eA^,16y“'W' 
: xa$4 of iiegledfced tkide, aind the Ungnwhmept of 

, H6;ii!i'iq[nomlomai«dfA»Hdio«0,aft‘ogaPt iirdiiialign^^ hefio«tTo^y 

of hittiscif feot' wiih indignant hsi^ifl^tationii, or Of othoi^ 
iyi'th ih«o!ont superiority when ho is gay, and i^tb angry oontempt 
when he isi gloomy* Frota t%e passed betwOten him and 

Pope, it might be inferred that they* *jith ArVuthpot and Oay^ had' 
engrossed nli thenoderstEndiT^ aafid virt^^ ofmankintt ; that thok, 
morits filled the World j or th^S (here iw 1*0 bppe -of more. They 
shew thd age iavolred in ahade the picture yrlw 

gullet! emnktion. / 

When the Queen*« d<aStih drove Mnfinth Ireland, ho might bo 
allowed to regret for a tilne the interception of his View, the (t*,- 
^notion of hie hopes, hnd his '^oefion frdin uay a<^»es, important 
employment, and spleadidl friendships; but when time had enabled 
reason to prevail over vexation, the complain ts, which at first were 
natural, became rididhiJons, booanse they were useless. Ibit qncrnl- 
‘ ousmsss was nowgi^Wn habitual, fkjod he cried out when he probably 
hmi ccjifted u> feel. His reiterated idiiUng;? pemiadod BoUngbroko 
that he wa'< really wlUirig toeput his d<?anory fi»r an BngUah parish ; 
aiid BoUngbrohe pr»K!tifed an exchange/ which wns rejeoteu ; , and 
Switt {'till retailed the pkasUre of oomplaiuing. * 

/The greatetit 'difiiculty that occurs, In analysing his charactet, is 
to dis<*6ver by what depwivity of intclloot ho t^>ok delight in re- 
volving ideas, from which almost every other mipd shntiks with 
disgust. The ideas of pleasure, eyen when tgimihal, may solicit 
the imasjinatioji ; but whut h.is disoa^, deformity, and filth, upon 
whirh the thouchts can be alluled to dwell 1 IVIany is willing to 
think that Swift's mind was not fainted with this j^toss cor-' 
ruption before hia long Visit lo Tepe, He does not consider how 
he degrades his boro/by making him at fifty uifte the pupil of tnr- 
pitnde, and liable to the m^^lignant iofineiKie of an ascendant mind. 
But the truth k, thai GiiHiver had 4escribe<l hi« Vahoos belbre the 
visit; and hethat had finned thrieimag^^^ had nothing filthy to learn. 

1 have here gWe^ the character bf Bwift as he exlnbits himself 
to my percept l^ui; bul now let another bo heard who know Mm 
better. l>r., Otlany, alter long hoquaiA^^be, describes him 
OVrery in these ie'rmS: '1 - - ^ 

«'My Lord, when you consider Swift's ahtguUr, poculigi!-, and 
most variegated vein of wll^- always intended rightly, although not 
always so rightly directed ; delightful in many pittances, aud, 'palu-^ 

, tary ev^n wlfore H is most offensive ; when you consider his Swiot 
' truth, his fortitude b resi.'Hting opprmion and arbitmry powmr; hia 
fiddity infrfetiidship ; hh? sincere kye gnd zeal fi>r yeligidii i Msnp* ; 
rightness^ in Mikbag right resolutionij npd iteadinojl* 
s ng to them ; his care of his chnrclv lU dhoir^r th" 
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eiime; Tm td I^oig ili^i j^Mck^d in his cathedral^ in 

^dsUat to thi^r ^Jtotlfnan^i n|?<«iimnoiii1^oa ^nd Bt^Je ; as alao Ma 
i^markaida ir^ WBijt ^ kia mmtmv&, i»referabl;y to 

^l^ 0ym i^atriowsm, «vezi to a 

oo^try ir|tiahliO JjIW b^v-o; nk ttiy tationa, ’H^oll4ovw<id, woll- 
. jndfeA* oaftoiwdiMf diMiutie*, throngh^)nt hialifo ^ and im wkol^ 
fortune (to fiav jaij^tliing of tot^ oonv^edio t|t^i?atne Obrifitiau 
][>ur|Ki*»aa at mu death ; eha^tioi*, fmift ^biok ibenonld eojoy no kon- 
onr^ advantaj^^ on aatitfaction of any hind in tliiB irorJd : when you 
conaidey int iyomc-aJ and hnmoroii% m iyo3! his eoriotis Eijsheinffi!, 
for the iironiotion of tiue rolSlioa^ a»d\irtne } Im tuccess in solicit- 
ing for tke Fii'lb Fi nita and T#entioiH to itie tOi^poaltalde benefit 
of the Fc'itabb'^bftd Cbnfoh of Ireland , and hia fidioity (to rote no 
bigboi) ill giving ooaasion to bnildlng of ;^iij now cfm?: 0 hn« in 
London. 

AU thift ooirtideted, ibefoharacter of his life will appear lihe 
that of writin^sB ; they will both hear ip bh re-pofiAidated and re ex- 
amined ailh the utmost atU'Wtion^ abdalwdyAajJCownawbeautiea 
and excellenees upon tvt ry examination. ^ * 

** They will hw to be considered at ^he ann, in which the bright^ 
ness will hnle the hh rnwhce j and whenever petulant iporance, 
ptido, inabc'jury^ or owm, InlerposoB to cloud, or eaUy h)s fame, i 
take upon nic to protionucc, that the eclipse will nofclatfc long. 

To conclude— ’ No mau ever deserved better of any couniiy, than 
S« lit did of hiB ; a steady* pmeveripg, infie:stble friend ; a wise, a 
watchlul, and a faithlul counseUeri under many severe trisls and 
bitter perftexuUoae, to the nmnifoat hazard both of his liberty and 
fortune* 

tic Ihcd a hkssing, he died a benefactor, and his name will •ever 
live an honour, 10 Ireland. ’ 

In tiio pLJo^rud works of Ur Swift, tlieVo is not much upon which 
Iho entio t‘Hn < 'seiciso his ^lowers, ^ihey an* often humorous, al- 
most alws'^s swidhft^e the ^pmbtics nhith recommend such 
oomt)w»itKu>p, eafaincfei-t and gUiety. They arc, for the most part. 
What thoir author inteiuh d. Tim diction is correct, the numbeya 
ai'evmoolli. ondtlu ih;)ints exact. Th^i^ seldom occurs a hard* 
laboured e\ pn a'*iuu» or u i ^ dundaut epithet ; all hm vetfec*? exemplify 
hiB own lit halt ion of a good style, they ronhiat of ** proper werda 
in pr»'Pt'r pKu’Cf. 

To divnlr this Colled ion and f^hew how ftopjp pieces 

are gro^s, and some arc tiilUng, would be to toll the reader what he 
knows aUcAdy, and to hnd f#illA of which the ftutlior could pot be 
ig^mnud, who tf^ttoitily wrote not often to his judgment, but his 
hdmour 

H was in a j^refaec to one of the Irish editious, that Swift 
had jiev»r been known to lake a wnglc thought from any wi itcr, an* 
eieni or model n. 'riiis Is not litcndiy tnie ; but pcrhnjijs no writer 
e^n easily be found that has borrowed so little, or thal In all his 
exocUences and all his delcctSjt has so wcU luainthiuod his glalm to 
be oen^dered as original, 

V 5 
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BHOQME. •' 

BfioOHK waft bom Ut Ch&iihir0, lift ift iu4^, 6t very xAmi 
pamts. Of the place of bia blrtb, &t the first part of bis Ufoi 1 
bam not been able to Rain toy intolliRenoe* He was educated 
tipon the foundation at Eton, nnd Was obptain of the school a whole 
year, without any vacane 3 % by wMob no might have obtained a 
iBcliolartship at King’s OoUege, Being by this delay, ftoch aa k said 
to have happened vc^ rarely, superanuated# hd was sent to Bt, tlohn^s 
College by the contributions of his friends, were he obtained aamatl 
exhibition. 

At hift college he lived fer some iinie in the name chamber with 
the well known Ford, by Whom I have formerly hoard him deaoribod 
vas a conir acted scholar and a mere vorftiftcr, uuac(j[uainted with life, 
and iinskiltul in conversation, iitb addiction to metre waft then 
anch, that his comjmuionft familiarly called him Poet. When he 
had opportunities of mingling with niankind, he cleiurcd himself aft 
Ford likewise owned, from great part of his scholastic rnst. 

He appeared early iit the world kft a imnslator of the Iliads*' 
into prose, in coulunetion wUh <UelI and OJdkworth. flow Uieir 
several parts were disferlbutod ift not knotm. This is the translation 
of wbi(di Ositll boasted as superior, in Poland's opinion, to that of 
Pope ; it has long kince vanished, and is now in no (Unger from the 
crjtio«^. 

He was introduced to Mr. Pope, who was then visiting Bir John 
Cotton at Madiiigly near Cambridge, and j/\med so much of hie os- 
teem, that ho was cm ployed, Ibtdievc, to make ext rack from Euata- 
th)U3 fur the notes to (lie traiislation Of the ** Iliad f* and in the 
volumes of poetry published by Clptot, (‘ommonly called ^'Pope's 
Miscellanies, ' many oi his earlv pieces wore inserted. 

Pope and Broome were to bo yec nn^re closely connected, ’When 
the success of the ’‘Iliad** gave cucoumgemeni to uvowtion of the 

Odysst'y/* Pope. wear"v ot the i»d), r'alUd Fenton and Broome to 
his fiseistance ; and, taking only hall the work upon himself, divid- 
ed the other Inilf between hU pattners, giving foar books to Fenton 
and eight to Broome, Feotun’R book'^ I ha\0 enumerated in hlft 
lite ; to the lot of Hrootuc Ml tho aer^ud, aiXTh, (Vighth^ eleventh, 
twelfth, ei\tecuth, eighteenth, mad tw^enty-third, together with the 
burthen of w ritin^» all the note?* 

Aft this iranslation is a vejy important event in poetical hlfttery, 
the reader haft a rijiht to know upon what grounds X estihlifth my 
narration. That the version was not wholly Popek, wus always 
knonm; he had mentioned the a«»ifttance of tw'O friends in Ms pro- 
poftaK and at thoeud ofiho work some account is given by Broomq 
oftheirMififemnt paUa, which however mentions only five books as 
wntten by the co'adjtrtorft; the fourth and twentieth by Fenton ; 
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tho Bixili, aad ih^ eigUteetith, by Kinwelf ; ihmgh. Pope^ 

iin an advd^fciiemexit pioedaed alterwarda to a ue# volume of liia 
irorkB^ claimed only twelvo. A xmtaral cttiiosity^ after the teal con« 
dnot of BO great an undertakings Mtod me onae to enquire of JOr. 
Warburton, wbo toW me, in hie warm language* tkat be thougbtJ 
tho ri^tion given ib the note lie f bni tbwt he wa« not able to 
iwoarfcMtt the aeveral Bham*. Th4 intelUffonoe which Dr Warbur- 
ton coaid not afford me# i obtained firem Strv Ihmgton, to whom Hr. 
Spence had imported it 

The price a| which Pope purchased this asfdstance was three 
htmdrcd pounds paid to Penion, and fivo hundred to Bmome, with 
jas mar^y oopHs au he wanted for his fciends, which amounted to one 
hundred uiora. The payment made to Fenton 1 know not but by 
*hoamy ; Broome’s is very diatinoUy told by Pope, in the notes to 
lie Dnnoiad. 

It jit evident, that, acebriRng to Pop^s own estimate, Broome wae 
'^mB^dly treated. If four hooks could merit three hundred pomtds, 
eight and all the notes, equivalent at least to four, bad certamiy p 
right to more than sija 

* Broome probably considernd himself as injured, and there was for 
some time more than coldi)o«w between him and his employer* lie 
always spoke of Pope as too much a lover of money ; and Pope 
pursued him with avowed boatiHty : for he not only named bun 
disfcspectfuUy in the Dunoiad,’* bat quoted him mtire than once 
in the *'B>vth(N/’ a proficient in the ‘^Art of Sinking,’' aud in 
his eaumoraticn of the different kinds of poets di-^tinguifthed for the 
profound, he reckons Broome, among “the Parrots w^ho lepisat 
another’s words in such a hoarse old tunc as makcb tlirni seem 
their own.” 1 have been told that they were altcrwards rtcoticilcd ; 
but I am afraid their peace was without friendship. 

He afterwards publlfthed a Hiscellany of Pot ms, which is insert- 
od, with corrooticne, in the late campiiatiou. 

He never roBo to a Vf.’*y high dignity in the Church. IIo was 
some time rector of Stui>lon ia Ji^nffolk, where he m'lrried a wealfcliy 
widow; and a^^rwarda^ when the Ivingvirit-cd Cambridge (1728) 
becimcDr. of Lai^s. He was (in Al^gu^l, 172i<} prebeuted by the 
Crown to tho rector of Palham in Norfolk, which he bold with 
Oakloy Magna in Suffolk, given him by the Tjord Corn wa Ilia, to 
w^hom he was cliaplam, and who added the vicaxa£;e of Bye iii 
feuffolk ; he then resigned Pulhatn, and retained the other two. 

^ Towards tho close of hi^ife he i^ew again pootical, and amusod 
himself with tranpliting uaes of Anacreon, which ho published in 
' the ‘^Gentleman’s Magazine,” under the name of Chewier, 

He ied at Bath, November 16, ITi'i, and^was buried in the Ab- 
bey Church. 

, 'Of Broome, though it cannot be said that he was a great poet, it 
would be unjust to deny that he was an excellent verrifier ; his 
. lixfcCS are smooth and sonorous, and his diction is select ana elegimt. 
Itis rhymes are sometimes unsuitable ; in his “ MeUnfholy,” ho 
makes rhyme to JtHii in oac place, mi to f«r(^ wi affothetr 



Thogo fgultg ocqiir bui(S^ 4 ^i »r 4 fee bii 4 fs«<^h’mi^er ^ 
aod mittib^k us bi^i ^Igiiurf' 

work®, been hi» bn»mk*» #iet|», M-v 

vei^iio^, Sk„ ikitai^ionii ‘iki*®, ««> appa^i:^*;,' th ^ ' it,’ Is -paatt ‘of lii)i, , 
ireadelr'g^ to tM tfce yorsk pi lork«*r ’ 

timot P<#ef 0 NS iPOBfc pnpidai* fdr ho gcoais to 

ondwottf at etmcealmcnfe^ aitjet Ikp ' 

' in'ohtc^,© doyixtJTR. His I’entah, " ‘ - j> i-'' ' ' ' \ ; 

'’/* ' White kfuj^e, ‘ M , . , 

make atUictio^ «(Cj^g of « , . , . V" i 

brbnght: to hit mifid sennit lines on the death nf ^>,jieeit Ma^i' 

TTfittou by of frhom I should not hav >3 oypeot^ to iiftd m ;i 

mxitator ; ^ ' ,v * ^ \ 

. gut tboii, O I tWiosif* (kcet tscoontbean toaijoie ! 

Cflu f'hatm the jpsiwis of de.^th «f^ik beatblcjui pongi, - 

Sfan! 4 *ttn 'ingpUftw 4 s '«itheB 0 tlhu>a 3 :bt. > '. 

U&kc paibw and tmvt^ (rt^ecta of a smile, ‘ . ' , 

^ To doteOt hi,» imitatihh*' tediong imd tigeloss. What io, ^hes 
ho aeldom pakes \v»^iNe ; and he cannot be yuatly thought a nifeo?!^ . 
inan, whom F^xpc choste f#r an iias<»<;i'ite, aud lyhoso oi^ opcrafclan 
wfttt consider ed cutimies as,«o impOx'taat, tixat ho was ,at“ 

tanked bj Henley with this ludSorous distich i , , 

Pot>t; enme off cleaa with Homer i hnt thej* gsty ’ ,*" 

Bfoomc! went berojo and kindij ewt^rt ttie V(ay, " 


TOP Hi 

4tRXsNi>JCR rojpE was born in London, May S2> 16’'?8, of paronia ; 
wbO’.n vaiik or at'dioa whs iujv tii’ u>ion‘tnuusfd : wew iiifor^ncd that 
thoy were of l»b«od,” that hi*i jrathtii: vvsms of 0 thhiily of r. 

which the liayl of Dnwn.o \v;w iho head ; and hi«, aiothor 
the daii^'lii.cr of Will^tin Tamer, Esq., of Votk> who had , 

thme Horir, one o[ *vli«na hini tJuj honour of iMring killed,, and iha-.tj 
othorof dymg, ia tiio hcrvico of Ch#drl«^ the FjfwI; the ..J&lkiil* >, 
.rnadc a oiH.Mjt in from 'rhoiu- the eistor 

Whfit^^srqoo !,rat“<'iis aud ihTfeii,uTt5g,hftd kl'tin w 

Thw^ and this oaly/is t-nd by Pqpfe ; who ,is uroyc I i 

have heard v>\>M‘rv-.d, to show what h'U fatiicr w'ae not, than wh^iM ■ 
ww»* , li h ftUowed that. h<i gr«w adoH .hy trade ; but ,whathj£>V' ih' 
Bhop nr CiiVtho, Exchuix^jo w.w! nev^r dismxvereti, iiU Mt» 
on th 0 a,uth*>rifey xd‘ Ajj.s, ihicket, that he Wvisk a tineu-ilra2^r> ,ih tha > 
Btraud. Both parents re papihiii. - , / . 

Pop© wts from his birth of a conHitutioa tender aiid delicate ; 



; |bii;ifi«aid'td and 

d*i^^alti{m. mp ttoiqi|rii Ma J^eV ; 

, bill jt)he mUdtt«>ij4 ,of:Jjds mittd perliapii end«d wi^h im cbiid^bod. 

Being not Beni iitBjF' ^Bcdto i!ihifi.i(i«ght to bi|d|)y «n annr? - 

and wh«tt,he efgbi yaiifs old, hScwn a Iqfi^ir of bookie. * 

He drfife loHroed to irjqi^e by iad&tnfing/^fetod.W aepedes of ^ 

; pomnahalup in wnlolf be ret^wned ,ijfoat, ex^lettce Itongb bis 
' whole liffit, thongb his ncdibarr hand . s.'l,„:,' 

Whe^i he wtts nheut e^it, lie {iboea.in llani|)shire, ttuder' 
l^ayevner, n }io|Tiish wrio^ nrho, by a method very rarely practised, ' 
taught him the Oreek and Ixatin rtidimerits' together* iJo wm now 
tet -regiilArly initiated in poetry by the nerusal, of ^^Ogilby’s vi 
Hbmer,” and ^'.Sandy's Ovid**' Ogilhy's assistanco he hover repaid 
with ^y m-aiao ; but of Sandy’s lih declared, in his notes to the 
•f Iliad/' pat>>ngH)di poetry owed knmb itskeahly to his transH 
lataonsi Sandys very rarely attempted ergihW ’ 

i^rom the eays' of Taverner, under whom His, proiiciewoy con* * 
aiderable, he Was remoye^to a sohool^t Tvi^ihfd near Vfinidiester, 
and again’ to ftnothcr Bchool about "Hyae parK (vyimer; frein Srhioh ; 
he used sometimea to fitroJl to the play^houae { hnd w^so dehghted 
with theatnnal ex1uhitioiw|, that hi® formed a lino bf |diiy from 
Ogllby's Iliad/* with somfe verses of his otvn hilermixed, which ho 
persuaded his sohool-fellows^to act, with the addition of his master’s 
gardener, who personated Ajaiu ' , . 

At the two last Schools he used to reprcpeiit himself as having 
lost parlb of what Taverner liadHaught him ; and ou hie master at 
Twyfotdhe had ftltcady exor«ii^ed bis poetry in a lampoon, •Yet 
nuder th^se masters he translnted wore than a Ihni th part of the 
" Hetamorph^ism” If he kept the same proportion in lii.« other es- 
erijises, it cannot be thought th*at his loss was great. 

EokelUof himself, in hie poems, that 'Mie ii-?p’d in numbera;*' 
nnd used to say that ho could uot romemhrr tin? tinm \^■heu he , 
began to Uiako vemes. Jh the style of fietton it might hav'o boon 
said of him as of Pindar, -^at, when he lay in ids cradle, the bceS - 
swarmed about hia nmuth,’’ ■ " 

^bmit the time of Ihc Kcvolution, his father, who was uudoubt* . ' 
odly dwappbiuM by the tnidden blast of Popish prosperity, qttiitsd * 
-hia trade; and reared to Binfield, in Windsor Purest, with about f, 
twenty tfhmttind pounds jftu* wMch, being conacientiouitjy dew- / 
mined pot to entrust itio tlA,.g<»vcruDnent, ho fuutid no better use 
than that of locking it up in a chest, und Inking from ii what his 
expehueii required aiidliis life waslnng enough to cont’amc a great 
pa^t uf it, beiore hisaoii came to the inhentaime* ' 

^whfiid Pope wm called by hia lWht r wlicn he was about i 
tw^v0 years old ,* apd thm he had for a few mouths the amistanoe 
of one Heatie* another prjest, of whom ho learned only to construe ; 
a little of Tttllcy’e Offices/' How Hr. Betaic could «j>oi)idj^wiih a 
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boy wbo h»d tmiMated lomoobof <*Otid>*'stoa*»oJii^6Tw a 
Bmall |«ai) of ftdlcjjr'ft OfEteoa^” ii ii? mm nia to.^qi^ira* ; 

Oi a youii m ;^Qoe!^o% aad m (Miii[B|>btioudy ixth ; 

proved, a ii^«^ acocnint most be a&turally daaiiied; bat €uno4ty 
oontontad with (^aftised, imperfeDl^ and somatimea 
babla ll^oUi^oe* Fope, iit^e hi'mkU^ from Wietoal 

, Jielp, riwolm beaceforfch to direoc himself, and at twelve fotmod a 
;;flaa of . study, which lie cosupleted with little other incitement 
'flAianthe dedlreof oxcolleime.^ '■ ' 

/ .HiApnniaty mid prinmpal purp^Vaa^o’ be a Jheti with which 
I hl& father acctdentftfly concurred, by proposing jmmects, and oMig- 
ing him to correct hj« perfcmances by many revisaB; after which 
ilm old geijitlcmaa, when, he was satisfied, would Hay, these are 
good rJiytuea.’^ • * , ' ' 

In Im pemal of the En^lii^ poct| lie distin^i^d the' 
verdificatien of Brydep, which ho co*iBidered»as the model to be 
studied* and was imprest with such Yenoration for hi«*inatr actor, 

• that he peinuaded some friends to take him to the colTee-houae 
which Diyden frequented, and pleanod himself with having scon 
,him« ''*■ 

; Brydcn died May 1, 1 /"Ol, Rome days before Pope was twelve ; sc 
oaily must he therefore have felt the pwer of harmony, and the 
zeal of genius* Who does not wish that- Prydeu could have known 
the value of the hopaage that was paid him, and fores^ou tlte 
greatness of hiij you^ *admircr I , , 

The earliest of Pope's productions is hia Ode on SoUtudo,” 
written before he wa» twelve, in which there is nothing more than 
other forward boys have attained, and which is not iijqnai to 
Co wloy^s performances at the fsamo age. ' , 

His timo w*as now wholly spent in reading and writing.,. Aft ho 
read the OlassicH, he amused himsolf with translating them i' ^uud 
fourteen made a ver.>ion of the first t»ook of the “Thebaia,” tyhw^, 
with some revision, h© afterw.urds published. He must hnYCibesiu 
, at this time, if he had no hi^ip, a coiisidorable proficient in, the 
Latin tongue.' , ’ , . ' - ' 

By Drydeu’s Pablca, which had then been not long publifthcd, 
and were much in the hands of poetical readers, he was tempted 
to try hift own skill in giving Chaucer a mOro fUjshionabJc ap|fil^ 
ance, and Janunty and Hay/' and the “ Prologue of the Wife of 
Bath/' into modem English. Hc translated likewise the Efdstle of 
“ Sapho to Phaon” fknu Ovid, to coi^piete the version which waft 
before imperfect ; and wre^te some other BmaU pieces, which hc 
afterwards printed. . ' - 

He somctiines imitated the English poeU, and profeased to, have 
written at fourteen his poem upon Silence/' after Bocheekts* 

** Nothing," , He had now formed hie vorsifica'^ou, imd the 8ia,ooth- 
nees of his numbers surpassed his original ; but this ia a small pa^ . 
of his praise; he discovers such actpiaintance both with human 
and puSlic .a&irs, as i« not easily conceived to have boeii attainable 

by a boy at foortectt in Windsor Forest* . 1 ' 
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IbowlBii^^y liaigaa^,* 

' it ffiiiie to ;3j(mcHiii> that he talght istudyl^mch 

'md ItoHan; as h^ tm to them< 

,;Vejif 0 hy ^lHj^tajpi^iG^l^h OI Italian 

4o0b hot ^pear^ tiore em^adommA: -m inidii auhaeqi^noiit 

,.''’5;'' ' /'';,r'^ ' c-. 

, He th^i retnrixed to delights hiraStelf with Ha 

' owa poetry* He tried BtyieSjyahdiEeaafty subjects. He wrote a 
!.coiwte4yi h tr^edy# aw epic poem, with pahe^ricd onaW t^e pmo^ 
pt Baropo;: smdi W9 ho obiifessos, *^ though himaeif the greatest 
igimiua we^ €^ im*'* Self confideace h ihehrstTequkite to great 
uttderiahlnjpps* He^ indeed, who foma his opkioi3a (h: , himself iu 
aoUtud^j mthout laioWiug the jjowerw of other men, is very liable 
to error, ^ Wt it was the foll^ty Bopa to i^te himself nt his real 

' Host of hie pdferlfe prodtieiiong wew, by hit matum' judgment^ 

, afterwiardfi destroyed; Aloander,*^ the epic poe^ Was (burnt by* 
the pereuasioik of A ttorbu^^ l^he tragedy was funded, mi th^ le- 

ge «o of St, Geneyiem Of the eomedy there is no acoouni 
Concerning his studies, it u related, that he iafanidated ^*fttfly on 
Old Ago ;” and that, bo^es hia boohs of poetry and oriticiian, he 
ftead Temple's E^ayt ” and “ Looho on lluman UiidorAuandingi” 

, Hi« fOatdihg, though itls farodtite authors not town, appears 
to have been sufTioiently extensive and multifarions ; for his early 
pleces'-shew, with sniUineni evidence, his hnowle^e of books. 

Be that is pleased with himSfi^lf easily imagines that he shall 
plea 8 e,^h 0 r 0 , Sir William Trmnball, why hhd been ambassador at 
Constantinople, and ftccretary of state, when he retired from busi- 
ness, fixed hw reaidejico in the neighbourhood of Binlield- Tope, 
not yet sixteen, was introduced to the Btatesman of sixty, and so . 
dktmgiiished himseh, that their intervie^vs onOed in friendship and 
eotti^pOBdenco. Pope was, through his whole life, ambitious of 
eplcndid ac(piainUm'^ ; and he Remus to have wanted neither dili- 

f once nor success in attracting the notice of the -great; for, from 
is first entrance into the world, and his entrsmoe was very early, 
he was admitted to familiarity with those whose rank or station 
made them mofit conspicuous. 

From the age of eixteeu, the life of Pope, an. author, may bo 
properly computed. He now wrote his Fastorals/* which were 
. 'Shewn to the poets and crit%s of that time ; as they well deserved, 
they were road with admiration, and many praises were bestowed 
, upon them and upon the Freihoe, which is both elogafit o^id learned 
In a high degree ; they were, however, not published till five years 
' afterwards. ^ ^ ' 

Cowley, Milton, and Pope, are distinguished among the Ibglish 
poets by the early exertion of their powers ; but the works of Cow- 
ley alone wore pubUfih<Miin hischildho:>d> and therefore of him only 
ean it be oeriain that Im puerile perfonaauoo received no 
xnent Irom bii maturer studies, 
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At tliis tiffte %ioqiiaititwic^ •w'itli wW 

Rcem« to h^ve t^«*pHg.!:u«ooiiteff)pora^»iW1ws «feo csf repa- ^'- 
tatiou^to 3|^Te'b6fia'^ttMjme<i 'wjthottt cayp^sBd-iviili^^iCij 

'good .',fe |50 was pwJT^d of hU-'niMcf ^ : 

oliarj?<t4% 'fnrmig 4 

to tliey Rgrotid for o while! l5ar»ter -pn« aoot^Oh- ft i« 

plea|3»t ''lo roxuaric Eow I;opo«iloar»od 
ahd began' to tren t criti C/i intli oottt^pt, though hja W - ‘ 

nothing from tljom. . v \\ ' 

. But tlw* foTKineaft of WjwhorleJr’waia too violent ^ .Jitst, 
team oi ?opo wif^ sneh, ilmtho Kubpiittodaojnopogiua^tphjia rati* 
Bton ; Aud when IVpo, perhaps prou^ of >uoh 'waa aufS* >' 

ciently i^old ift tjia cxiUoisma^pd iilwml itt bU a|t©;ctttioftg^ tho old \ 
senbMerwas angry koo hi^ W«a defftc^'d, aid to mto?e 
from the doti[^ctioa than contenrfcm the hiafauHs* ?, 

The^y, parted aftyayi^ c<Br^md^*Tca, him irtith kindnep, and,:"' 

viftitod him h'Bttlo timdb'tdorehedled. / " 'v „ - '*• 

-Aua^er (rf hU early oorroaponi^eut^ w^ Mn (^romweU, of '#5iom , 
'*1 have kiruod nothing Mrti 0 t|lar hut that ho uwed to ride ahunt^ , 
ing in tyeVig. Ifo was fohd, and perhaps vain, of an»%nng himself , 
with poj^jtry and oritioiem ;' and eoniiefcimes sent his ponomianoes tu ., 
Fops, who di(J not forbear .such re,nmrk»i as were noyr and then un* 
welc(mi 0 . Pope> in hw turn, put the juvenik vemon of ** Btatius” , 
Into hie hands lor correction. . , ; ■ “ 

Their comepondonqe afforded tho public its first knowledge nf;i i 
Pope’s espsstolary powers ; for hi» kttorft w^oye given by OromweU I 
to one Mrs. Tham^is } and ehe many yoars afterwards di>]4 them th J 
Ourll, who inserted them in a volume of hk Misconamee,^ / 

Walsh, a name yet prewved among the mitinv poet% wu» ono of 
his first -meonragers. . His regard w&agaiuc^l by the i^i^kirals, and 
from him Popo received the conn^ol fron> which heWms to fiaVov 
ro^rulaied hU studies. Walsh advised him i.*> correctnrt^, which* f 
he told hi(i», the lirgush poeisj hod hitherto negleoied, and wMphv 
th'*rcfore was lef^ to- him as a hasi^' of fame ; and hoing delighted j 
with rural poems, rccfom mended him io write ap)!iKi<o*al comedy, : 
like those which arp re^d ec ea^orty i^. H}vly ; a design which Pope 
probably did not approve, as he did imt follow iU \ . 

l‘()po had now deokced hihiHcif 4 poet; and thinking himto en- 
titled to poetical, ponvwrriaflon,' bcisyan at i^rvenUif^n to 
Wili’;^, a enffco-lmnse^pn thp north side of .llusAcibstrcei;, 5^ €t»v«ni » , 
Clardcti, wUott! the wjiUyof th'.* <une u-o*d to afirtomble, and .‘fidjiarfi 
l)ryd.“n baf5, win'n he Uvod. been aecu’^lncjud to preKide, i , 

fturiuj; this v-^Hod of hk life ho was iiulrfatiyably diligent, and * 
inna^iably enriou^,; wanting hcabU for; Tioloiit, amf ihoivy ior ox* 
pentuvp plc.vairc.'i, tnd h^ying eitwifediu h^3:n«^!U' vcry^ti'ong desires ' 
<»firikikcf'ual rmij>f*uea, lie spent much <»f hv^ time over his books ; , 
but ho read onlj to s(,oi\> his mind with, facta ^,nd seizing , 

all that Ilk authors proiitUi tod uudistingtiishin/ yo'mcity, and 
with arv appetite for knowledge too eugot to he nice. In ft inind ' 
like hk, however, all the faculties were at oncfe mvoluntanly im* 



i$ fyim *w* fiXiiorlenoe. He that 
tewin matiiy bpofei or one »ty!o '^th 

md rntt^ji^neo^arily tigflfWigui^k 

jTi^er, mt the given by hin^aialf of Ms staaie^ wiwj, . 

ibatmmfpiitlioen to twenty be ^eaS only .fbr amn^»lfteij,fe, frbbi 
. iweri'ty ie t^enty-fleveiti ifej* Improvement anii'iiistrub^ in' 

’ fim part of n|s time be^ 4Gbi^4 to know, ^d in iM Booond 

lie endeavotired to jtidge. ' 

T4e Pastorals, wMob bad beem for aotoc time':bande4 
iimong tbo poets and oriilca, were at last printed (170&) in . 

Kiiscellany, in. i-Tolu^e whkb began wi(b the Pastpr^ils of PbilipsfJ 

"and ended * . '*’ 

The «a.me year written' tli 0 ,.?TSas;a 3 ^ onvOritli^bif’ a work 
wbicli displays snob of <j6mpifelienflibn,«ticbtucety of distin- 
tion, snob acmiulnUnce with mankind;, ai^d inch knoivledgo both 
of ancieni'and modem feniin^, as are not often attained by the 
matnrpst age and longest esjpenence. It was puMiebed about two 
years illerwardg ; and, Mir^ praised by Addison in the Spehta^^^*. 
with sufficient liberality, met with so mthch favour ait enreged Hen- 
, nis, ^^wbo/’ he saj^ '"fpund himself at^a^^ked* witout Aii? 
oi provocation on Ms, side, and? attacked in his perfton, instead of 
bis writings, by one who was wholly a stranger to, him, at a time 
when all the, world knew ho was persecuted by faHuril.j and not 
only saw that this was attempted in a clandestine raanuer, With the - 
utmost falsehood an<l calumny, hut found thfit all this was done by 
a little affected hypocrite, who liad nothing in 14li mouth at the 
same tlm^ but truth, candour, friendship, goodnature, hanmnity, 
and magnanimity. 

How th^ attack was clandestine is not easily perceived, nor how 
his p(^r»on iff depreciated : bixt he soems to havfi known something 
of ropo*fi character, in wncm may bedisooyered an appetite to talk 
too iVe^uently of Mb oWn virtues. ' ' 

TO* pamphlet is inch as r^ige might be expected to dictate. He 
supposes himself to he asked two questions : whether the ISssay 
will succeed, and who and what is the authon 

Its success he admits to be secured by the false opinions then pre- 
valent ; the author he concludes to bo " young and raw/" 

First, because he, discovers a sulficieaey beyond his last ability, 
and bath rashly undertaken a task infinitely above hi» force. Se- 
condiy, while this little author struts, and #cct8 the diotatorian 
air, he plaiiily Shews, that at riiesauie time he is under the rod : and 
while he pretends to give laws to others# is a pedantic slave to au- 
thority and opinion. Thirdly, be hath, ^ke school boya, borrowed 
both from living and dead. Fourthly, be knows not bis own mind, 
and frequently cohtr^iOts himBeif, Fifthly, he is almost pexpeiiv 
' ally in the wrong/* ^ , ; 

Ail these posltiotis be attempts to prove by quetatlom and re- 

C kfij but hU desire to do mischief Is gmUf ihim his power. He , 
however, justly criticised some passages in these lines : • 
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POBXS.' 5 

> , ' ' ' ' 

tTfefrc m Hiwven hjis with sWw <>( Witi 
Vetww|twmuchagalatproaR»(5e,it, . ■ V n' , 

; JudgD&t ever are : , 

It id tWt wit had two meanliigfit md ilii^ ^Hiis 

thottgf ^ed wtt/is So fkr Beomis is uudic^ato 

,feit liot ootttehfc with atgtajwixi, Ko will have ^ little, ’ 
j |i^y iipittlaphs over the first cott|dei; iu terms tcio elegaxtt to he for* 

' A By the way, what rare, numbers a^c here T W oulA not 
; ^one swear that this youngster haa espoused' some ant^uaiod MuwJ 
Who had Fued out a divorce on account of im|)ot 0 nce irom some bi^ 
porannuated sinner ; and, having been p— xed by h<jr foi^mer Bi^ouse, 
has got fhe gout in her decrepit age, which mato he| hobble so 
damuably T* This Is the man who would reform a nation ainking 
into barbarity, *' I, 

In anoth^ place Pope himaotf allowed that Behtils had detoci«d 
one of those Jnundei'a which are camd. buHi.** Tho tet edition, ; 
had this Bne'i^ ' 

> ' inhat i» thw wit— ' 

Whawc wwat€U scorned f and envied where acquired ; 

** How,” Hays the critic, can wit b© scorned whore it is not 1 la 
not this a figumfreqaenily found in Hibernian land! The person 
that wants this Wit may indtiod be acorned, but the Beorn shews the 
honour which tho contemiicr has for wit” Of this remark Fopo 
made the proper uao by correcting the pa^go. 

1 have preserved, 1 think, all that is reasonable in Bcnnis^l 
criticism; it remains that justice be done to his delicacy, 
bis acxtuaintance (soys Dennis) ho names Mr, Walfth> who had by ^io 
sne%as the qualification whieh this man reckons absolutely nooes- 
mry to a orilic, it being very certain that he was, like this Essi^ist, 
a very indifferent poet ; he loved to be well dressed ; and I remem* 
ber a little young geiitlemaa whom Mr* Walsh used to take into 
bis company, as a double foil to bis person and capacity. Enquire, 
between Sunning iiiU and Oak>ngham> for a young, abort, squab 

f eutleman, tbo very bow of tbc god of Love, and me wbetber 
e bo a proper person to make perjjonal refioctions may extol 
the ancients, bnt be has reason to th<ittk fbo gods that be was born . 
a modern ; for had be been born of Grecian parents, and bis father 
consequently bad by law the absolute disposal of bim^ his life had 
been no longer than one of hi» l^oems, the life of ball a day^-rLet 
the person of a gentleman of hSi parts bo never so ^ (Mmtempiiblo^ 
bis inward man is ton times more ridiculous; it b^ing impossible 
that his outward ferm, tlwugh it be that of a dowui^ht monkey, 

, should differ bo much from human shape, as bis unthinking, itnma* 
terial part, does from human understanding,” Thus began the 
bostdJity between Pope and Dennis, which, though it was suspendod 
for a time, never was appeased. Pope seems, at first, to have at- 
tacked him wantonly; but though he always professed to despise 
km, be dtecovers, by mcutioiung him very olien^ that be Mt his 
force or bis venom. ^ 
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; Of thi8BfaM,Po«edMWca,th!^%e 41tf a^^ oip«elitte wle to 
■ fee quick, bewnw not one Serial#* i“ »»**?» , <««» »| : 

^ttwtion, oouMnudersl^a tt," Tie gwtteme^i^ q>eMu<»tion 
of titnt time,, (leem to i>b 

tto. llo ii^<atieiiia. » thwteead " 

. Sennit iiriia not b i* icamytof 3. the 2 ietinn» Papn^ ^oignt 

' tiie mbnla^eated ^itfe too muclK'’ nontetop ^ M 
diotttl y praieed ; feut to these objeotioM. he tod ‘ 

;/ The^’llsesy” h* been tnaislatea toliP '®»nch ^ 

(TOlhor of the “OoihW ,ab Qfamffi<fflt,” 'tffiMe .ygttbb w« ne^ 
S^,) brRqbotbam, tocretory to Oie Ktopf HaBwe*. end by 
lesnell ; 'md aiMtientod on by XMor 

•toredin lt&wli aniktf end oonistetion M itos not pointed by Ad- 

pending noon some remote and genewl pnnmp^ tjjto is »ldom 
Ly cogent resscm why the one should prei^e the J“ 

the order in which 

inav Hive a It is possible ” sajrs Hooker, by wog; 

circumlooutiott, ftota any ono tmtb aU trntb may b^nfesrwd. Of 
all bomoRcnabtis truths, at leaft of ali truths respe^mg U* same , 

'' general end, in whateter senes they may be 
tion by intormediato ideas may bo formed, such as, when it is once 
fchTwrfihall appear natural ; bnt if this order be reyersed, another 
mode of oonnectiott- equally specions may bo found or made.- Ana* 
tofck is pmisod for naming Fortitad® first of tho oatdiaal a® 

virtue can steadily bo piuctoed ; but 

benight, wiiti «qual propriety, have wUhoufc'^jS 

bafoM Fordfeude IS mad y Without Jus- 

method in perspicuity, that senes is fiufliciently 
' ' gular that avoids obscurity ; and where there w noubscunty , it will 

“In too® s!totoK» the «Mc«idh.“ which he feet 

robm^ toJtoe ,pemal(S 3beele, nttd correotod m compliance 

eiW to^', ffom hU Letters, that the WBe8_ on the “ Un- 
fortunate I^fcdy’' were written about the time When hiS JJ?? 

jjwblished. ’Ae lady’s namm and ad?cnl(ur^ I have eonghS with 

thel^we teU no mote than I hive Ie«n^ !S”?d 
head, who- writes with the confidence of one who oonld trust to 
info^tkm. Sho was « woman of dmitteht rank ted tortiwo, the 
Swd of an uncle, who, haring g‘?«" ?■ 

neetad, like other guardian*, that she should m^c to 

and wioh he proposed to her, tot femod Jt rejected m|favout 

CStt.‘'?S^£rw™« tt. t™ VTO 


47C> , ; " wiss vow/ ‘ ■' 

and doktminodio ab^de by 

bo 6uppf#3<id tto'SanaTa^btt nngyit do, wbat-oan^tniw bi'' db^y' ^ 

ar|;u9iea^:an4 dent-ber lato a foiibiipn' 

obUg# tp |Sd»y««^ <Mily ?itb those ifrom whom b«y unolc bip: 0*: 

thing to. jfeat* ' 'i; ■’'' 

iW ifff took care to repe?it bis ; bnt bis, loitaiPS 'vaw lntc®>; ^ 
e«mtbd and caTfied to bin* guardian, *w^ho dir^ct^d to bo Wi^dbad’ 
y^n etill greater vigilauoc, tilhof tki» restraint «po Mw ad 
Menb tW she bribed a woman servant to procure lior a 
which iibo directed to her, i \ 
li’roin this i^scount, given*' .^tk evident intention # ra*^ ibfl* 
lad>*H character* it Ao^ not appear that ahe bdA anj ,o^ijn 
praise, nor nuioU to cc«npwiftiop. ' She sedths to to have neon 
tient, violent, anA imgevernabio. Her unelc*» poww ooutA not 
have ]laJ=!tcd long ; the hetir of liberty j^nd choice would have' cpia^ 
in time* But bet dealTes were too hoii for delay, and she liked ee^f 
murder better than sn^pense. ■ 

JN or is it di'ioovercd ^at the uncle, whoeycr he wss, is with mtjch 
justice delivered to poRlcrity thbe t^uardiau f lie seems to 
have done only that for whj<i a guardian ia iippuinfyed: he en- 
Aeavoarod to direct Lis iii<Hio til) she shordd be able to direct her* 
eelf. i’oetry hfia not often been worse enipl<»ycd than in d%nify|ng 
the am orouft fury of a raving girl. ♦ ^ ^ 

yut long after he wrote ufae *Mtape of the J^ook,” the most ftiiy, 
the most ingeniouR. and the moht dtliglitful of all hj« WimpoBHiona, 
occasioned by a frolic of grdlfttjiry, rather tuo familiar, jn which 
Lord I'etre cut ofT a loch «d Arabella Fernior's hair, T|i^ 
whether stealth or violence, wa'* tso much resented, that the itibmr 
mer^e of ihe two familic-is, before yery “friendly, u'aR interrupteA.-^j 
Air. Caryl, a gentleman who, being aecretary to Quw, 

had followed hi& Mistress iiito Fronce, and wld>, bfi% tbo author of 
“Sir Soloiuan Tingle,” a comedy, and ^5;(;iEne translations, was 
tied to the notice of a Wit, solicited Vojwi to endeavour a ro^rwdr 
liatiun by :i ludiorouft poem, which might bring both Uie |)arties ^ 
a bettor temper. In com 3 )lianoe with Oml’R request, though, his 
name w'U for a Ling tin.c marked rndy by the lu'st apA Imt letter, ^ 
C—1, a poem of tw'O cantoa was wiilton (ITU), as is said, in a fort- 
night, and sent to the offended lady^ who liked it wCll ,'anoi||^ fi) 
shew it; and, whb the usual prooesg of, litcraiy .the 

author dreading a ftuircjdibioua aditiofU, was forced to publish it» 

^I’hc event said to have been such^ns wiin Apaiared, the ^ac,tAoa* 
tioTi and divcrbioi. ot j^ill to wlmm it relafeoA, except Sir GfomrgU 
Brown, who complained with gome bittijmesa, that in tbechaMt^r 
of *Sir Plume, h« w’.vs mode to talk honseDHC. Whether uU thw, be 
true 1 have i?omc dou)>t : for at Parbjf, a few years ggo, a ni^oo of 
Mra. Fermott who presided in nx BogUah Convent, m^ionoA 
dope's work -with very little gratitude, rather a^J on ia»Uli< IMu an 
honour ; and she may l”»e Buppo^sed to havd inhotited the eplnion of 
herfanaily. 

At itft lirafc appearance it was termed by iddifoa mcrnxn »al* 



pope; 
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i?»9. m m it, ww ospuble of imT>r<.vemmt} 8^, 

.»^<!^a^s/toiwt4id,tW'«oVet«e mt% ' . 

teto Addison, VhofeW Wau that hS woj-k, as it Stood, *, 
•aafidons HttS tiuBfo-^id ijsve him no oiiW«|rag«)m«u't to w- , 

hSB hsMi to haalily omiiiifcffediw aninataliM of 
ioalousv i for a» h« codM, i)»f j'U'.ss tho uonddrt of-the tiw ' , 
ir the poasibilities ol pJeaSurp con;pi:J^ iti ft ®| tSv^ait 

SI bcS no oxampui ha «i?ht 

BOade tho »«thor to aoqnie^cc ih to own iwrospe^ wd forboftt sm 
■ itlwifd: -wluih'hc coisiderod as an uniw^y ha»M. 

* A(idj 5 ou’s counBol was happily rojeoltjd, I^oj'O 
^oo^jence of imagery then hnddipg m 

ror^TTiA iir indutkbrrof <»ltivatio0. Xh0 «otl3it3E»manc«i of Ui» 
&y ym alfeauy sHaotiiTg^ all the ^ay T^rieties of dicUaawere 
rfeadv at liis liaiid colour ana osal'clliBu it, ^ 

S aUcmpfc juAtified by iin snccees. Tbe 
‘ Lock*' stands roi'wara, iti tbo ciws of litemture, as tlio 

qu^ito oxatiiplc t.f ludicrous poetry; 

mon tko diPiday of poetiwd than be had shewn 

beb>re : with clei^anco of description and justness of pteceptfs he had 
now exhibited boundlc^ rcrtilUy of invention. , 

He always' considered the inte.rmixtni’o oi the 
the aotivni ’as hi^.uKjst sn^ice8^ful fxcrtion o( poetical art. Ho m- 
doM could never afterwards priKluce any thin|of such , 

ttitttftllenoe Those beri'ormauces', which sinke wufch nond^r, are 
Cdm&tiono <d‘ $mL, with happy cmality ; ^ 

liS that any felicity, like the discwei^ of a now race ot puter- 
natural «hould hai»pc-n twice to the huioo man. . 

Of thi^poem the uptUor was * think, allowed to enjoy 
f 0 t along iime Witnout dUurbancc. Many 
pulSishc^ BoiPe remfirkH upon it, With very little iorco, 

St) effect ; for the opinion of the }mblic u-us already settled, and it 
no IoEf*er at the mercy of oriticism* « •, i i 

^^bmiuSis Ume he published the “Temple of 7 affle, 'whioh, as 
ha S stXro theircoiT^^^^^^^ he had «ritteu two yearn 
before; that is, -wheti ho was only twemy-two yi ara old, an e«ly 
ttoe^ Hl'e for so much IfftMiiug, and so muph obson-aoun as that 

’*'0n neimi, aWirde pohlishod pma 

which the mwt rea-v^miblc is, thnt some oi the lino^^ represent Mo- 

*“onh?EpMio from'*"^;!oii<ri to Ahelard,” 1 do not twr tim 

h^ut-brown Maid,^’ Hdw, much he has nuipassed I mr 
' ig not oecBSSary to mention, when i)orhaps it * J j 

'tice that ho has excelled every composition of the 

|hB»iJi*hro wUgioushope aud retignatiwi pYeii an elevation 
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digtuty id dis9|ip(Mat6d wbich images mmlf d&tnot 
bdHtow. fhe glodm ol' a convent «tnkc»tbc io^iig^tiiQn with fbr 
greatearteoenihanthd^oiitudecfagrove. - ,;4'?y 

Tbis piece was^ bowevcri i^ot maoh tfavcnilte iti bis 
yeam, tmnigk I never heai^ upoti •wbat pkniM& lh alighted It* ' 

. In the next -year (1713) he pnhlhwJ ^^ wndsor Fdre^f of 
vrhich part was, ae he relaces, 'vrritfieoi at sixteen, at the same time 
ta his ra^oral ; and the Isditer part added t wheTd 

4«he additional i)egins, wo are not told* ^ho Unea plating to tha 
Peace confess their pwa date: itiia dedicated to Lord Tmt^owtiOi 
who was then high in TCptitation and infitiieace among the Tories ; 
and it is said, that the ooncltudon of the poem gave great pain to 
Addison, both as a poet and politician, JiepprtB like this are 
spread with boldncas^ery disproportionate to their evidence. Why 
should Addison receive any partieiilsr disturbance from the lines of 
"HVindsor forest T If contrariety of opinion could poison a poli- 
tician, he wonld not live a day ; and, as a poet, he must have felt 
Pope’s force of genius much more from many other pai^ of his 
works. 

The pain that Addison might fed it is not likely that he would 
confess ; and it ia certain that he bo well suppressed his discontent, 
that Pope now thought himself bis favoorite ; for, having been 
consulted in the revisal of Cato,'" he introduced it by a Prolojipie; 
and, when Dennis published his remarks, imdertook, not indeed 
to vindicate, but to revenge ids friend, by a '*J^arrative bf the 
frenzy of John Dennis,” 

There is reason to believe that Addison gave no encouragement 
to this diftongeauous hostility; for, says Pope, in a letter to him, 

« indeed yo^ir opinion, that ’tis entirely to be neglected, would be 
my own m my own case ; but T felt more warmth here than 1 did 
when I limt saw his book against myself (though indeed in two 
minutes it made me heartily merry)/’ Addison was not a man on 
whom such cant of sensibility c<»uM make much impression. Eo 
left the pamphlet to itself, haviog, disowned it to Dennis, and per- 
haps did not think Pope to have deserved much by his officious- 
ness. 

This year was printod, in the "Ouardian/’ thb ironical compari- 
son between the Pastorals of Philips and Pope ; a composition of 
artifice, criticism, and literature, to which nothing e^ual will 
easily be found* Thft superiority of Po])6 h so ingeniou^y’ 
bled, and the feeble lines of PhlJipa bo skiKuUy preferred, that 
Steele, being deceived, was uawUlih" to print the paper, lest Pope 
should be oif ended., Addison immediately saw the writer’s desigmi 
and, as it seems, had malice enough to conceal his discovery, an<f to 
permit a publication, which, by inuking his friend Philips tlditiiib 
ous, made him for evfir an enemy to Pope. 

It appears that about this time Pope had a strong inoUnation to 
unite the art of painting with that of Poetry, and put himself 
under^the tuition of Jervas. He was near-sighted, and therefore 
not formed by nature for a painter ; ho tried, however, how fax he 
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06ttld atid eiOKieiiimes peitmaded hb fHends A pio« 

Imre of Betterfcoo^ supposed to bo drawn by him, was in tbe pofl- 
fi«ii»ion of Lord Mansfield : if tbis was talsen from life, ho mnst have 
bognn to paint earlier ; for Betterton was now dead. Pope’s ambi- 
tion of this new art fipdtioed some eneomiastio verses to Jervas, 
which certainly shewed his power as a poet; but I have been told 

He appears to ha^ r^ardocf^Betto^n with and 

esteem ; and after his death publkhe^ Under his name, a version 
into modem English of Chaucer’s Prologues, and one of his Tales, 
which, as was related fay Mr. Hartc, were believed to have been the 
performance oft Pope himseif by Fenton, who made him a gay offer 
of five pounds, if he would shew them in the hand of Betterton. 

The next year (1713) produced a bolder attempt, by which pro- 
fit was sought as well as praiM. The pocsms which he had hitherto 
written, however, they miglft have diffuflcd his name, had made 
very little addition to his fortune. The allowance which his father 
had made him, though, proportioned to what he had, it might be 
liberal, could not bo large ; his religion hindered him from the oc- 
cupation of any civil employment; and ho complained that ho 
wanted even money to buy books*. 

He therefore resolved to tiy how far the favour of the public ex- 
tended, by soliciting a subscription to a version of the '‘Iliad,” with 
large notes. 

To print by subscription was, for some time a practice peculiar 
to the English. The first considerable work, for which this expe- 
dient was employed, is said to have been Dryden’s “ Yirgil f’ and it 
had been tri^ again with groat success when the " TaSblars” were 
collected into volumes. ’ 

There wae reason to believe that Pope’s attempt would be buc- 
cessful. He was in tho full bloom of reputation, and was personally 
known to almost all whom diarnity of employment or splendour of 
reputation had mado eminent : ho conven^icd iTidifl’ercntly with both 
parties, and never disturbed the public with his political opinions; 
and it might bo naturally expected, as each faction then boasted its 
literary xeal, that the great men, who on other occasions practised 
all the violence of oppoHition, would emulate each other in their 
encouragement of a puct who delighted all, and by whom none had 
been offended. 

With those hopes, he offered an English Iliad” to subscribers, 
in 'Six Yolumos in quarto, for six guineas ; a su% according to the 
value of money at that time, by no means inconsiderable, and 
greater than 1 believe to have been ever adked before. Hie pro- 
posal, however, was very favourably received ; and the patrons of 
litBrature were busy to recommend his undertaking, and promote 
hia interest. Lord Oxford, indeed, lamented that such a genius 
should be wiistfcd upon a work not original ; bat proposed no means 
by which he might live without it. A ddison rocommended caution 
■»8p«nco. * 
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and moderation, and admed Mm not to be coutent with the ptaise 
of half the nation, when he might be nnivergally faronred, ^ 

Thegf^ness of , the design, the popularitj of the anther, and 
the atjjenCion of the licerai’y world, natumUy taased «nch eacpeota- 
tion of the future sale^ that tlio bontelleni made their offere with 
great eagerness ; but the liighest bMder lietnjiTd Mniot, who 
Sk'aihe ptopiie.tor on comUtion of wipplying, at hia own ejrpe?h»e, 
nil the copies 'ahich ww to bo doUvai'cd to suhscribere, or presented 
Ho frlonfk, and paying two hundred ponnds for ev&tj Tolnme. 

Of the (tbiartos* it waSj I believe, stipulated, that none shonM be 
printoJ blit for the antboiy that the anbecription might not be de* 
predated ; but Lintot impressed the pages upon a small Folio, 
and paper perhapB a lUtie thinner; and sold exactly at half the 
price, lor half a guiiPca each lolume, books so little infeiior to the 
Quartos, that, by a fraud of trade, {Jhoso Folios, being iiffeerwJirds 
bhortenod by cutLing away the top and bottom, ivcro sold as copies 
printed for the buhaeribors. 

Lintot juinted two hundred and fifty on royal paper in Folio, for 
two guineus a voliune ; of the small Folio, liaving printed seventeen 
hundred and iiffcy copies of the first volume, he reduced the nuni' 
bor ill the other voliimm to a thousand. 

It uopleafyint to relate, that the bookfiollcr, after all his hopes 
and all hiis liberality, wus, by & very unjust and illegal action, de^ 
fraiidod of his profit. An edition of the* English IJiad'’ was print- 
ed in Holland in Duodecimo, and Imported clandestinely for the 
grutificaliou of th<)Se who were impatient to read what they could 
not yet afford to buy. This iraud could only be counttocted by 
ari^cditipu c»iually cheap and more commodious; and Lintot was 
compelled to ct)ntract his folio at onco into a duodecimo, and lose 
the advantage of an intermediate grads iioh. Tbo notes, ■which iu ' 
the Dutch copies were jjlaccd at the cud of each booSt, as they bad 
bem in the large voIutuck^, were now subjoined to the text in the 
same page, and arc therefore more easily cormulted. Of this edition 
two fhonsancl five hundred wore jjrinted, and five tlmutood a 
few weeks afterwards ; but indeed great numbei's were necessary to 
produce considerable pi ofit. ^ 7 

Tope, liaving nov emitted hijj'proposals, and emgaged not nnly 
his own reputaiiou, ,}/ut iii Borne degree that of his friends w^ho 
patronised his c^nbscription, began to bo frighted at his own undeip- 
taking; and fitfdicg. himself at first embarriU^God with diffieulties, 
which rofnrded ;uiii oppressed him h ^ was for n time iimoroos and 
uneasy, had Im nights disturlied by dreams of longj' ^urneys, through 
uukuovrn ways, and wished, as bchaid, *' that somebody would hang 
bimL*' 

, This misery, however, was not <»f h.ng nontiuftanCe ; he grew by 
degrees more acquEJinted with limner’s iimigciS and expressions, and 
practice iftcro.as€fi liw facility of vei^^ifioation. In a short time he 
represents himseif aa dispatching regularly fifty verstift a-day, which 
♦'Speacc. \ " 
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#9^14 Uiia by in oompntatiou tlh^ teriokiitum of lili 

: Hig owk disSiaeiitte ooi bis 'ooly ttowtioo. that adks «ul>- 
' aooa finds ifiat he hat enemies. jUI who do not enotmrage 

himi ddfame Mm. He that wanjt^ xnon^ wit} rather be thoiighi 
angty than Mr ; afid he tba( ^i^es to save his mone^i concte 
his hvanee % Msmaliht^ AddlBon had hinted his that 

Bope was tooiim^ alPoif ; and some the Tories sttspebted hk 
pniKdples^ because he had conlHbated to thh ’^^Owdian^^ which 
was eattied on by Steele. ' > , 

To those who oennured hit politics were addt^ enehiiea yet more 
dangerons, whb called in <{OeStiou his knowledge ol $hd hb 
^luilificatioiis for a translator of Homer, To those he made no 
ptthUo opposition; hut in «me of his kitetB ^soap^ffli firom therh IS 
wen ttS he can. At an ageJike his^ for he wiss ndt more thiiii 
twenty-five, with an irregular eduoadion, and a oOurse of life of 
which much seems to have passed in convemtion, it is not very 
likely that he ovorfiowed with Clreok But when he ielt himself 
defimeut he sought aasiRtanoe ; aiid wlfht man of learning would re- 
fuse to help him t Minute inquirica into the force of words are 
leas noeeasary in translating Homer than other poets, because his 
positions are general, and his repreaentatioiiB natural, with very 
little dependence on local or temporary customs, on those change- 
able scones of artificial life, which bt mingling original with acci- 
denbsl notions, and crowding the mind with images which time 
efiaoe^ produces ambiguity in diction, imd obscurity in books. To 
this open display of unadulterated nUtur© it must be ascribed, that 
Homer has fewer pa^iages of doubtful meaning than any other^oet 
either in the learned or in modern liuigangeB, 1 have read of a 
man, who being* by his ignorance of OreOk, compelled to gratify his 
curiosity with She liatin pnnted on the opposite page, declared that, 
from the rude simplicity o( the lines literally rendered, he formed 
nobler ideas of the Homeric majesty, than irom the laboured ele« 
ganoe of polished vamons. 

Those literal translations were always at hand, and from them he 
could easily obtain his author’s sense with sufficient certainty ; and 
among the readers of Homer the number, is very of thosO who 
find much In the (Iruek more thap in the l^n, encept the music 
ofthenumhem. 

If more help was wanting, he had JhC poeticil tV^Jationof 
^ Eobaims Hessug,*' an uuWtwried writer of Ijatin verses ; he had 
the French Homers of La Talterlo and Dacier, and the Bngllsh of 
ChapimaD, Hobbes, and Ogilby,* With Chapman, whose work, 
though now totally i^eglectod^ seems to have been popular almost 
to ihe end of the M oehtory, he had very frequent <kmsultstions» 
and perhaps never iraiiwlated any passage till he had read his Ver- 
sion, which indeed he has been sometimes suspected of using instead 
of the original. r ' ^ 

Kotea were likewise to be provided ; for the six volumei woMd 
i ' 
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have been liitle more iha& abc pamphlota witii«m6 them. What 
the mere pnm of the test coala eug|je8t» irieate^ no aaeiet* 
anoe to mept or methodise) j bat more wee neceewwy ; many page# 
were to be filled, and learning mtut aupply mpteriids to wit and 
j ndgment Bomethi ng m ight be gathered mm ‘Hacier ; bat no man, 
loves to indebted to hiA contemporaries, and I^Aoier was acceif* 
^aibk to common readers. Eostaihios was therefore neeeasarily con* 

, suited. To rOad iSustathins, of Whose work there ws^ then no iiStin 
version, I suspect Pope, if be had been not to have been 

nblo ; some other was therefore to be found, .who had lehnire as well 
as abilities ; and he was doubtless most rpadOy mnpl^ed who wo:^ 
do much work for little money. • ' . 

The history of the notes baa ncv 0 (p been traced* Broome, in bfe 
preface to his poems, ^declares himself the commentator ^*in part V 
upon the Iliad and It nj^f^rs fromePenton's luetter, prosawed in 
the Museum, that Broome Was at engaged in cousUlting Busta* 
thiua ; but that after a time, whatever was the reason, he desisted ; 

* another man of Cambridge was then employed, who soon grew weary 
of the work ; and a third, that rectmimended by Thirlby, is now 
discovered to hare been Jortiu, a man since well known to the Icarm 
ed world, who complained that Pope, halving accepted and approved 
his performance, never testified any curiosiVy to see him, and who 
protessed to liave forgotten the terms on which he worked. The 
term which Fenton liWfi are very mercantile : think at first sight 
that his performuTMic is very commendable, and have sent word for 
him to finish the 17th book, and to send it with his demands for 
his trouble, 1 have here enclosed the specimen ; if the rest come 
before tho return, 1 will keep them till 1 receive your order/' 

Broome then offered hia service a second time, which was proba- 
bly accepted, as they had afterw-ards a Closer corriaspondcnce. Far* 
nell contributed tho tife of Homer, which Pope found so harah, 
that he took great pains in correcting >t ; and by hk own diligence, 
with such help os kindness or money could procure him, in some- 
w'hat more than five years ho oompletod his version of the Iliad," 
with the notes. He began ft in i7i2, his twenty-fifth year; uud 
concluded it in 171S, hk ihirtietli year. 

When we find him translating, fifty lines n day, it ia natural to 
suppose that ho would hoi^o brought his work to a more speedy con- 
clusion. The Iliad/’ oentaiaing legs than siatteen thousand vertes, 
might Imve been dispatched in less than three hundred and twenty 
days by fifty verses a day* The noteso?^00mpilod with the assistance 
of hie taBreenaries, could not bo auppoBOd to require more time than 
the text. 

According to this calculation, the progress of Pope may seem to 
liave been slow; but the distance is oomraotily very great between 
actual performances and speculative possibility, it is natural to 
Suppose, that as mtmh as has been done to-day may be done to-mor- 
row ;^ut on the morrow some difficulty emerges, or some external 
imi)ediment obtructs. Indolence, interruption, business, and plea- 
fturo, all take their turns of retardation ; and eveiy ismg work ia 
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ft thfti ten ^ott^nd that 

: cft&not, b0 iwwii^ted. <«3iten«v^ aor mitifarjtma per. 

fj>nK)fcaKCft%«ft;^ eftecW tftrm ^ud in tim 

mm agaiujit Tim® hae^im ftHUg<m^«fc ■' 

■' ' . .<’ '>■ '>;;i - 

giv^<iu ikk traftidation^ ’ 

itm ovariftM it>’wa® ®a«ii m th® wqi'ld liaa not 

five finudred attf aereaty^five. ;%e 
Rivou, were tax hundred. and 
haad ftfiiy six h uadred eaud sixty were prwited* I'm' these 
ieft]^ #opeWd Dftttog topayj he therefore received/ i»eludi»g 
..^ilie twe JhuMred ponade a vvoitune, fire thowRaud ihrae hundred . 

' ‘^hftd.twehiy poandsfouT shlllhigs without deduction, as thehdoks 
"''''frcrcftdpfpM Uy Lintot ^ /" '- 

; ‘ % the Buoeeaa of hia sul>|^^oa iPei|Hi we® relieved ffops 
l^epil^iiury difttre^ with wbtt^, ueiwUhalanding hie poj^iarityi 
' hlthe^c struggled. Lord Oxford hud olten is^eated hh) 

dk^oftlifi cation for public employ ment^'^bufc never propoaed a pen** 
mm* While the tnjmalatiou of Houier’^ was in its progre^ Btr, 
OreggSi then fteeretary of atate, oifered to procure him e pension, 
^Whlch, at least during hi« miniatry, might Ike enjoyed witli eeorecy. 
^ifi was not accepted hy Pope, who told him, however, that if he 
Vfth^iid bft pressed with want of money, ho would send to him for 
ftpewdcnal KOppiieft Craggs was not long in power, and was never 
SdlM^d for money hy Pope, who disdained to heg what he did npt 
wwant;^ . ' - ' , , , \ , 

" With the product of this stibwaripMon, which ho had too much 
disor^tion to squander, he feccurtid his future Ufii Irom warab, by 
icnuiddeiiib]^ annuities. , The estate of the Buko of Buckingham 
iffaafoftud to have boen^ charged with five hundred pounds ay car 
fayahle to Fbpo, which doubtless his trauslation enabled him to 
.'^urebase. - ■ * 

It oanuot ho unwolcoroe to literary c^uriosit^that T deduce tlw 
in^utoly the history of the Ihiglish IHad.” U, is certainly ibo 
, jiohlest version of poetry which the world has ever seen ; and .iiei 

S "* iafcion muBfc therefore bo considered as one of the great events 
annals of lioarniTig. 

To those who have skill to estimate the exoeMenco and ^dflicultj 
;uf .this great work, it muht be Very desirable to know how. it was 
perfurmad, and by whht gradations it advanced to cumjctueas, . Of , 
eufth im mteUectual procesa^he kuowledp lias very rarely J^n 
attftinftblo; but happily tlxere remains the origiual copy of the 
* Iliad” which, being obtained by B^lingbroke as a oariomty, 
doaewhded from him to Mallet, ami is now, by tha solicitati^ of 
/th# late Br. Maty, reposited in the Biufteum. ; 

this manucript, which is .written upon aecidental frag- 
mnts ftf paper, and the printed edition, thoi'o must have been nm ^ 
copy, that 'W'as perhaps destroyed hr it returtn|i ficpfti 
the press. > -- 

f ftm thft ftnt copy I prpeuTod a few tranecripta, ^d #xftu 
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hvm out i(nt fowsB^ 


exHiblt tot tb9 prhjtM liiids ; t)i«% in a Mniill ^ 100 ^ ol Ui4 
nmuwrlptft, iwtWl all tbair Tarlatlotoa ta mall print 

atqtk w<MNi» tmto tbem* are c4mcellod in w n«|gr> tb« wnriN 
p)a««d unto them adopted in their stead, ^ 

The hf^%ni%p (/ the tot 5de?f" (h^$ i 
Too wrath of PeJcun’ son, the dtreful spring 
Of the Grecian woes, 0 Goddoefi sing. 

Tto wrath which hurl'd to Fhtto^n ^oomj 
The souls of mighty ohie& nmUniriy slain 

Th« stem lPehilisi*Tage« o Goddeis, slug, ^ ^ 

Sftfth 

Of an tbs wdSief Gmssti&e tol »ptoi 
t* Orsoian 

That strew'd wha wiurion dstS Cba Pbrygiao plain, 

a 

And peopled the dm *I)SU wtCh heroes slain t 
fllJi’4 the toy M with Shjlelit untiin<^ 

Whose limbs, unburied on the naked shore, 

Devouring dogs and hungry Tultures tore, 
dinoe great Achil ies and toiides strove ; 

Sttoh was the sovereign dooiUi and such the will of Jove. 

Whois Ihiilis, uohtttled m the hofttlls «hoye» 

Dsvoorittg dogs end grosdy vultures tore, 

Sixiee Srti Amd«a $m SoMUeiairovet 

Such ««i the saverrign doom, and aaoh the Will of Jove 

Declare, 0 Muse, in what illfated hour 
sprung the fierce Strife, from what offended Power! 

Latonrs son a dire cdntagi<^^ splresd, 

And heap'd the camp with mountain^ of the dead; 

The ICing oi men his reverend priest defy’d, 

And for the I^g's offence the people dyU 

Dcclait O Goddess vbat offended Power 
Sattsut^d the,r rage, in* < 0 * iU omenMhoar; 

«itger fatal, hopeleai 
PhflBhua hhnfell th« dire djib^M pr cur'd, 
fierce 

T* even e nrrongi his lojar'd priest endor'd t 
For this the ood a dire (nfmtiiiQ spreed, 

Ape heap d t* e camp with taUUona of tne dsud : 

The King C imm the 8.icred »lr« defy'u. 

And tor the King's offmce the people dy'A 

For Chryses sought, with cost}^ gifts, to gain 
Hu dau^^hter from the Victor's chain ; 

HappUant the venerable Father stands, 

Apollo's awful ensigns grace his bauds ; 

Hj thMe he begi^ and, lowly bending dowoi 
Biwtfnd* the sceptre and the laurel crown, 

to Cbryiei icu^bt by preseote to regain 
^ eostiy gifts to gain 

to fi^tivs dangbfar firooa Uisinelsr's eUabs; 
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feeptiD and lili« Saurd cfOiRtt^ 

itseiDf ifmi 6t hii CtoA 1» b»»«, 
Ood thal «diid« his golden ah Its 
Than tow nn e&rth the Vi^erablo I!iin» 
Sappliant beofoirc hrotliBr iciiiga began* 


wied to nil, but implorod for graoe^ 

Th^ bmtbiSHi* kwg'of Atretia' royal race : 

To kiags iiad wajrriarg, may yow vowa bo crowned. 
And proud wallg U#* level with the ^^rdund ; 
Hay Jove restore jou^ when your toSk are 
Sa£» to the pleaaurea of ymt native ewe* 

to all H sued, hut ddef irQuIaeir'dfor grice. 

The hrofcher kings olet.^ciiV rww 
Te tons 1 1 Atreuft. m»y your Mi enm'4 
Kings wid TOTtoSs ^ ' 

ITour Isbou a t»y the <Jod^ bO Oil yoiitf Idllqini htoam'd 
So msv the aods your umia vrith eonOU^t hleis. 

And Troy's proud weds lie lesol witli the ecoiihd > 

Till W * ^ 

And erowA year Ishours with dossrsM ftioesfs . 

, Msy 4ove restoro } ou when yonr tolls gi* o'dr* 

Safe to tho pleasures ot>our tuiidve shore* 


But, oh ^ relieve a wretched paront*k pain, 
And ^ve Ohrysels to th^e 4rm« agaiu ; 
tf oiieroy tail, yet Hot niy present znov<h 
And dread avenjgiug rhoebua eon ot Jove* 


But. oh t relieve a Impkas psrrat » pstn* 

And give my d»ugh!^ u? these sntts < 
Keeelve wy gifts If mercy fisils, yet let mypRfeat 
And feet the Ood deals lus diurts around* 
avenging Phvhus sonof^ove 


The Greeks, in ahotitft, tlielr joint wwent declare 
The priest to roverence, and release the fair* 
Koi so Atridea , ha, with kinglv pride, 

Bepuls'd the eaored Sire, and thus reply'd. 


He said the tlSreSke thvtr joint dsient dsolani, 
Ihc latheniMLthg gen’roni 0re«k« rrlent 
T* soocpfffPWhHW, end release Bte fklr . 
Revere the p dBi *od apeak thetr joint assenL 
l^ot so the M^wnh Ungly pride, 

Rmuis d the ascrol ilrv* end thus rep Vd 
iMtii to the ^aafi. j 


/ 


Of these lines, and of the whole first book, I atp t<fid thftt there 
was yet a former copy, more varied, and mure deformed with inteiv 


beginning of the second book difieru very little (rom the 
printed page, and is therefore set down without a parallel ^tbe i^w 
Terences do not require to be elaborately diaplayed, 
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Llvits oif tm POlC^iS. ^ * 

Now had af^aVd each lUOiW ^ : 

BfcreteVd tn wW ienta the Crecian leaders liot 
TV to.l«kOHaleia|umbeT’d on tbe»r ihronee ftbpVo^ 

All b«Mi the evetvwiaiehful ejo of Jore* ^ ^ 

To hemonr Thetit' son he bonds hia oare, 

Atitd pinnate the Oireeka in all the woes of trat» ^ 
Then bide an empty phantom riee to ei^t, 

< Apd thus commands the ri&ioii of the night : 
direotfi 

J^iy hence, ddusivo dream, and, light as air. 

To Agamcmmoa’ft royal tent rei^aSr ; * 

Bid him iu a]*m$ draw forth tV embattled train; ^ 

Kerch all his jleglons to the dn$ty plain. 

A'ov* iHl the Kin^ Via given him to destroy ' 

BecUre ev*n now , 

Thfe lofty mlU of irlde-cf^iended Troy ; 
towers 

t ftur now no more the Gods with Fato contend; 

At Jnno's »mt the heavenly Ihotions end. 

BestrucUon hf^aefe o'er yon devoted wall, 
hangs 

And nodding Blanm waita th* impending fall 

/«roeo(io« t& th Catalogue c; Ships* 

Bay, Titgin% Roaiod round Ihe throiu divine> 

AlVhn owing GiHildeRees ^ im mortal Nine ^ 

Binoe Barth's wide region*^, Heaven « immeasur'd height; 
Ajpd Heirs abm, hide nothing fiom yonr ugh^ 

(We, wi etched mortals * lost in donhtb below, .. 

Bot guess by rumour, and but boast wo hnow) 

Oh , sav what heroes, fir'd by thirst ©f tame, 

Or urg’d by wrongs, to Troy's destruction came * 

To count tb«m all demands a tiionpand ftmgues, 

A throat of brass and adaniaotino lungs, 

Wo'w, VirRjTi tramor'^al JVjwlI 

tThat rmind Olympau iieAvcnl^ Murimit. uldno, 

■Who swf tferoufith Hoarirrn and I'arth and Heli pTofotmd, 
and idl thins4> kvutw, and all Hungs can resound 1 
“E elate wliafc armies n<nii?b* the 1 rojan ^ 

What nationa fodvitv'd, tnd «h \i chiefs i ommaad, 

(Ftw doul Uul (aixic distracts tnanlind beloer, 

.And nothing can ivc ttU, and nothing know) 

^Vitliout yonr aid* to count ih' unntnibcr d tram. 

A thoaaead ni<i>nths , » tliousind tongues were sain 

Book. V. v. 1. 

Bui Pallas now T^dides* soul insphes, 

Pills with her force, and warms with all her lire#; 

Above the Greeks his deathless fame to raisO; 

And crewn her hero with dwtluguish'd praise, 

Iligl. on his helm celostul ligh tilings play, 

Hia beamy vhield emita a Imug ray ; 
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W uiiwwie4 blftzd ineauftaa^t Htnm$ 

Ukd ted, etm fifea tb' avitimm&l ek!^. 

mu IW)M no«r TyaidtfiP soul jtii|dl«l« 

^aiB Ixtr r«9e, vaA ‘wmn wifte «ai m l)v««} 

, fjJffC# 

OV sit tbe Ory^ks d«0r««s la* Bame to Miss 
AfiO'vs t)ie <}re» ^et wab tor^t Auoe t& Jiutie 
libd^hlesi 

And orova lisr lisru viU) ^uiiBoriil pndae 

diBtfngu}s|ta 

Bright tlrota luk bekmy orcae the light^Bgi 

Bighiim hrim 

Pxdtt %ii hvosd ImffKler yBimh 4 the llTing tap # 

Higti m Ms IKbn erisfltial Bghtnfpgs pku'i 
Hik bSsmy alueld eya$te Tsy * 

Tbs Ooddeae with hot Inesth the flanoe supptwi^ < 
Bright as the ntnr whose Are In Autumn alee ; 

H«r breath divine tbkh streaming iUimos auppiies^ 
Bright M fh^ star thw dm the autumnal skies 
Vh^unwesrled blase InreSRSht Etreama eup^tlcs 
^ Like the jredatia that fires it'eautumnaUk^ea 

When tei he rewa his radient orh to sight, 

And> bath'd in Ocean, shoots a koenor hght* 

Snob clones Pallas on the oUtof bestow’d. 

Such from his ams the fierce eflulgence ilow^4 ; 
Onward sho drives him furious to engage, 

Where the fight hnnis, and where tbe thickest rsge. 

IVlton fieri! he rears hie radlent mb to eight. 

And gild* old Ocean with & blare ot light 
Bright M the star that fim the autumnal ekieS> 

Freeh Ircm live dwp and glide the sea* and sklei, 

Such glonee Pallaa on her chief I eaUm d 

buch Eparkling ray > fi<»m lua bright armour fiowM ) 

Such bom bia aimt; tbe fierce dfulgente fiowMf 
Onward abi dnvea him headlong to engat.e, 
fnnoua 

Where the war bleedt, and whero the fiercest rage 
fight bums thickest 

Tho sons of Baies firat the corabai gaught, 

A wealthy priest, but nth without a fault; 

In Vulcan’s fane Iht f ithti u days wore led, 

The sons to toils of glorious battle bred ; 

llkriw liv'd a Trojan— Dares was his name* 

The priest of Vulcan, nch, >et void of blame, 

The sons oJTDarcs firri Uit ooml at sought, 

A wtalthy priest, burrich without a fault, 

Coscbirsiofi or Book VllL v, fi87. 

Afi when the moon, refulgent lamp (»f nieht, 

O^er heaveu'e clear azure spreads her gaored light. 
When not a breath disturbs the deep serenoi 
And a cloud o’ercasts the gulemn scene ; 

Around her throne the vivid planets roll. 

And 0toB unaumber'd gUd the glowing pole; 
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tmis Of fH» foim 


0*«r tma a fellow 

Jtad tip ^}i silver every mouutatO^ a«ad ; 

^hm Ajttfe the v4eB, the roofca in protWrcKSt 
Jl flooft df jfloty burets fronn ull the ekiel: 

The oiiMdauIhua stnims^ reM^ciiti!' in theaiji(hi 
Byte the btue vault, and bless tho useful lighi 
8o many flamefe befuie proud lUon bta^e, 

Atofl lighten gUmmoHng Xapthue with their ray»; 
The long refiMitiona of the diutaut tiiee 
Oleam on the walls and trembling ou the spirea 
A thousand piles the dusky horruis gild, 

And shoot a ehady lustre o’ei the floid * * 

Full fifty guards each fiaming nilo attend, 

Whose ntnher 4 arms by fits thick ilaslms send , 

Loud neigh the ctSirserV o’er thetr heaps of corn, 
And ardent watnors wait the iisi&g mmu 

As trtien in stillne&i ot the ail«nt lugbt, 

As when th( moon in nil h«r )u«tr« bn^Titf 
As wh«n t»c mo n rtfu g nt itmp pf nuhtr 
O'w Heaven s clew «;?iue alMuls I er«Um light, 
pun frpw Ads ittirriHl 
Ai ttilJ in ftir the tiemblng iurttre vtoo i, 

And 0 er it;s g 1 Icn border shoots u Soodr 
1fl hen no lops* gaL Jisturos the deep Htrene, 
u t * hrpttth 

And no dim cloud u'crceitv thi fcotemn scene, 
ni t s. 

Around her titlver ihrooe V * plemfs glow, 

And stars untiurobe' d trim bang buitns bestow 
Aiound htr thr<»np U?e J»id pl«n« w roU, 

4 , And stars unnumber d gsld the glowing poll 

Clear gUams uf light o'er the dark bam ue aim, 

o'er thi dark titr>« a jreUow idieds, 
O er the datk trew a ^ellowei grewi they shed 

vttdnre 

And up eith tUver all the mounUtn h^ads 
fortat 

And tip with silver nu nita n's I ead 
Ibc vatlie? open anf* the fnreK^s rjs» 

The vales appear, he rooks in p-o ipcet rise, 

Ihttt shim the vaiu, tlie rorks in piugpcct rise, 

All nature stiucis r<.vcHE d bitovi our < } (‘s i 
A flood of glory bursts from all the rhien 
Tht con >oioas bb« pherd joyful at the sight, 

Ejiw the blue vault, and numbers every light. 

The conspioiu swains rejokmg at the Bight, 
sheplietd^ gazing wAlh delight 
Eye the blue vault, and bless thi vivid light. 

glorious 

vuetut 

BO many fiames befbre the navy bla^o, 
proud Ihon 

And lighten glimmering Xanthus with hxs rays s 
Widewer ih( flehis of Iruy extend the gleams. 

And tip tho distant spires with famtei boatna, 

The tong refl«ie4ons of the distant fires 
t Olid ijlut high irnUs, i^nd tTembles on the gplifli , 

Otsaitt m u« walls, and tremble on the apmi 
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; /.n '-'. 

- Ot <ti**a* »i>edm»iw wli<». ii^h 4nilfciT»^4 

'ito d^teWSttce t:Kln4 from pidm^ 

fie*ttom\ tb« el^ce )0f its \p»t, vitt f ?Jf SS 

im4%<!r| but most^her readers are ^i^eady iwrH ^d 1 m imb 
boolH •p,p«red >« }p5. . Tb 

ffifSfa work ,w«8 undoubtedly high, and *”5^1**®* ’J® 

, awrtedWnamc with oriticiaiB, or poetry. wadwpWrfMohlB^ . 

Ijwnoe w mieht enable him to talk upon the popular topi a Hafe 
“b*hl4np boon first a poet, and then a - 

■ acquired the right of being a judge, wa» willing to hw «>me bo^ 
JSlo they wore yet uupubliahei Of this raheatsal Pope afto^ 

reenv uoiseiaed of it.-When 1 had finished the Wp or three ft«t 
my mnsletiou of the "Iliad," 

tbs pleasure of hearing them read at his bonae-Add’iw n^'Con 

and Garth, were there at the Wding. " eh t?,^ 

Lord Halifa* stopt me veir civilly, 

much the same kind, ‘I beg yonr pardon, Mr. Pope, but ^em 

» something in that passage that does not 

good as to mark the place, and consider it a little 

5Tam sure you <an give U a little turn.’ I returned from L^ 

Halifax's with Dr* Garth, in his chariot ; and, as wa ware 

S was Sng to the^octor, that my lord had laid 

great deal of difficulty by snob loose and general 

fSad been thinking over the ?«■»"««* 

not guess at what it was that offended his lordship >“ ^ 

tbeim Garth laughed boartily at my embarrwroent, widj( h^ 

tiM ha«»n lone ciiouch aciiuainted with Lord Haufax to know nii 
way yet; th«5 I need not pnzzl© myself about 

and over, when I goi home. All you need do («ys he) tt to 
l^ve ttiem just as they are; call on Lord Halifax t'»« « 

h^cc thunk him for hw kind ob^ervatioUB on tho$e pal- 
SS a^ tb^i re^ to him » altered. I kn®sm fem 
mu^h longer than you have, and will bo answerable ' 

*I followed his advice ; waited on Lord Hahfsx some time , 
said, I hoped he would find his objeotmns to ^ 

: r^them td hi» exactly as they were at fimt ; and hM 
“JSip^ extremely pleased with them, wd cried out, Ay, 
now they are perfectly right ; nothing can he better. 

It is seldom that the great or the wise suspect that they 
pW o^chSted. Halkx tbinking this ® 

Mfiuriiiff immortality, mada Bomo advances of favour antt 

”f advaute^ to Pope, which he memsto have reeeivSd 
• Speoc*. # 

' , x'fi 'L. \ . '' "~i% . 



4i)0 : 'iilija miti 

All'otir knowldd^ of ibk 

tivod froi^ a &r|la Ldttor (Bee. 1, In whicA wa;^a, 
am obliged io y'otj, both for ibe favouwi ^ JbteTie done and 
thw you intend me* 1 distrust neither your ^1. nor ydwr la^ 
inor)’, ^vh^n itte to do good; and if ever 1 become tro«hl0^w dr 
eoiloitoua, it must not be out of expectation, but cut of 
, l^our lordship maj cause me to live agreeably in the towu^ con^^- 
tented ly in the country, which is really all the diffcrem!©.| *ftOt 
tWeen an ea^y fortunu and a small oric. it is indeed a bigk itrain 
, of geuercwity in you to think of making mo easy all my 
because I have been so happy a*^ to divert you Rome few hottm: tot 
if 1 may have leave to add, it is because you think me no enemy to 
my naiivt* couatr}', there will appear a better reason ; for i: must 
of oon'“'C(iUi'iioe be very Jf uch {m 1 aiucerely am) yours, 

The^o voluntary cftbrSi.aTjd ibis faint acceptance, ended without., 
eftecd. ^]\Q patrdh was' hot accnstomedto «tioh frigid gratittide': 
and the poet led his own pride with tho dignity of iudepettdeuee^ 
tHhcy probably were suf^xuoions of each ether. Pope would WCft'de* 
diCaie til[ ho Saw at, what rale his was valued ; he would bo 
, ^*ti^ub)csbme out of gratitude, not expectation ” Halifax thought 
himself entitled to cohlidenco; and would give nothing, unleash^ 
knew tbi'.t bo should receive. Their commerce had its begimting ; 
in hope of pTftifl(? on one hide, and of money on the other, and 
endxid beeJiuso Pope wns h;«a eager of mono} than Halifax of praiae. 
It is not iiksly that Halifax had fUiy ptusontU benevolence to' 
Pope; it i& evident that Pope looked on Ualifai with sooni and 
hatred. " 

The reputation of thin great work failed of gaining him a patron ; ' 
it (b‘privx'd him of u iViend. .Addistm and ho were now at tho 
head nf T-oi'trv and rndticuun ; atid both in such a state of elevation, 
that, like the two Pivah in the Koman at^cc, one coUhl no longer 
l>car an t xinl , iior the oi her » Bttpefior. Of the gradual abatement 
ot kiijdncKj? between friendj?,' the beginning ifl often scarcely dm* 
ceriiiblo to tlnanselvost, and tho pv,>cf..ss is continued by potty pro* 
voc.'j lions, and incivilities sometimes poovishly returned, and some- 
times coutemptuoudy neglected, which would es^apo all atteutioa 
^ but tha^ ef pride, mid drop from any memory but that of reseut- 
ment. That the quarrel of the>«e two wile should bo minutely ida- 
drified, is not to be expected from a writer to virhojoti, as Homer , 
*“n<u!d!)g I o’.t rumour has reached, and who boa nc pereohal' ' 
knowledge.'' ' , I , 

Pop(‘ oibtlesii approached Addison, ♦when the jrapntatien of 
theu’ wit Sir^t brought them logether, with the respect due to 
Eqan who&c ablltiios were .icknowlcdged, and who, hwing attained’ 
that eminence to which la* wws h mtelf aftpiring, hinhaddA 

th(^ dietribntiou of littrsu-y fame. He paid cOntPHIh puiiiciettt 
diligeudft by hie Prologue to *^Cato/' by his abuse of Hennia, and 
tvlth praise Jjet mote direct, by Lis poem on iho ‘<J)bdogues on 
MedalV' tf the immediate publication 
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all thi» 'w'ai hyt«Wii^ for he confe«8e4 that he fcttoi 
ii)i Addim somethieg wre itoaihg than in any jther tam 
,, lit W he euppoecig that ae Fep^ >aw Mmaelt favonjrad by the 
irioddi and loore iia^tiently ooiDpwed own jpoi^n wii^ those of 
dtiel^ hh^ooofidiee^ and his sabaussion laiaenod; and; 

that Aii^son jfolt no delight from the adTaneoa of a young wit, who . 
might aoion contend, with him^r the highest place. Evexy grOah 
maxifoit whatever bo liis^greatness, has among his fiiehds those who. 
Wdowalj or insidiously qtiichtm hhiiuieutiou to od'^ces, heighten 
hiR dwi^Bt, and ati,mukte,his Of ijtch .®^dher<mts Ad- 

dison wubiless had many ; and Pope was now too high to be with- 
out them. 9 , , 

- From the emission end reception of the Proposals the Iliad,” 
the kindness of Addison seems to have abated. Jejwas the painter, 
once jdosaed himself (Apg. ?0, 1714) witl# imamuing that he had 
.re-estSiUished their fricnAhip : and wrote to Pope that Addison 
onoe^imsp^ted him of too dose a confederacy with Swift, but was 
itow satisfied with his conduct. To this Pope auawered, a week 
his engagement to Swift were smh as his services ft. 
regard to the subscription demandoj;!, and that the Torm neyer 
put him under the necessity of asking leave to be .grateful. ** But,” 
says he, hir. Addison must be tho judge in what regards him- 
Mf, and seems to have no very just one in regard to ine, no I must 
own to you I expect nothing but civility from hiW^ In the same 
letter he mentioiH Philips, as having b^^icn busy to kindle apimosity 
between them ; but in a letter to Addison, he pxpressos sdme oou- 
Bciousness of behaviour, inattentively deficient hi mpcci 
Of Swift’s industry in promoting the pubscription ther^ remains 
the testimony of liennet, no friend to either him or Pope. * 

Kov. 1715, Dr. Swtft cume into the coiFee-housu, and had a 
bow from every body but me, who I confess, could not but despiSa 
him. When 1 o.ame to the aiiU-chamlicr to wait, before prayers^ 
Dr, Swift ivas the pnnoijfal man of talk and businej&s, and acted aS; 
master of requeBts.“->Then he instructed a young nobleman that 
. the Pod in E'n^land was Mr. Pope (a papist,) who had begun a 
translation of Homer into English verse, for n'Mch he mud kotV^ 
tMm> ixllsuhmihc ; for, says he, the author shall not begin to print 
till / hav^. a thousand gnineaf} for him." 

. About this time it is likely that Steele, who ’was, with all hla 

S itical fury, good n?Aured and officious, procured an interview 
;W€«a these' ong^ rivals, which ended in aggravated malovoleno^ 
0u ^his occasion, if the rd^rts be true, Pope made his complaint 
with toakue^ and spirit, as a man undeservedly neglected or op- 
posed ; and Addision affected a contemptuous unconcern, and, in a 
calm even ig||g, reproached l*ope with his varutj, and, telling Mm 
of the impilBPcntB which hi.s early works had received from his 
own remarksSd those of St^le, said, that he, being now engaged 
in public business, had no longer any caro for hia poetical reputa- 
tion, nor bad any other desire, with regard to Pope, th^ that Jia 
ihould not| by i/h much arrogance, alienate the public. * , « 
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*Po ihis PQlfiP is i# liare 
severi^, wifcli' 

the which M4 j^htfdned ;^ 

public 0ost,/ In4 0hirgi0g him with ifleiwi. endeuTo^^ te 
the prcgreae of rlkiug merit* The contest t(m Be high# 
pBTted at last withoutaoy interchange of cinStir* ,: ? 

The lirst volume of “llomer’^was (itlf.) & iiwe'ptMAedj^ 
ftUjd a rival verfiion of the fiwt ** Iliad, ** for rivalB the 0f,!fh^*s 
appearance inevitably made them, was im media w printed# wi% 
tl^ name of TickelL It jwaa eoon perceived that, ahumg 
followers of Addison, TiokeU had -the preference, and the,04MiHi 
and poets divided to factions* »aya I^ope» ''ha^ie th0 te#h, 
that is, the mob, on my«|d<jj but U i« not uncommon for ib#> 
emaller party to supply by industry what it wantiB in nmnbmU’-r-l^ 
appeal to the people as lay rightful judges, and, while net, : 

inclined to condemn me, shill npt .fear the high dyen at 
This opposition he immediately imputed , to Addison, ahd\ma»rJ 
plained of it in termB t*escut^^^ Oragga, their eemmou 

mend. ■ ^ ‘ ‘ 7 

When Addifipn^s opinion was ashed^ he deidmred the veirtdcns t<j^ 
be both good, but Tickeirs the best that had ever been written j 
and BomeUmes said, that they were both good, but that Tickellhad\ 
more of Home r.’’ . < , 

Pope waa now suflldently Irritated j hh reputation and his In* 
terest were at hazard, lie once intended to print together tha 
four versions of Brydcn, Mayn waning. Pope, ana TickoU, that they 
might be readily compared, and lairiy estimated. Thia desigsi 
aeema to have been defeated by iho refusal of Touson# who waa w 
proprietor of the other three versioms. . 

Pope intended, at another time, a rigorous criticism of TickaUfS; 
tranfilati(in, and had marked a copy, wmch I have seen, in all pkcBii 
that appeared defective. Bat, while he uas thoft meditating deftmea 
or revenge, has adversary sunk befoi*® him without a bjow; the, 
voice of the public was not long divided, arid th^ preference mH 
,,iiniver9aliy given to Pope’s pcrforiaance. , 

He was conviiiced, by adding ono circnmatance to another, thai 
the other traiislatlon was tbe work of Addison himself j but, if hit 
knew it in Addison’s life-timoj it does not appear that he told iti* 
He Ic^ his illustrious* antagonist to be punished by what ha*< bei^' 
considered as the most painful of all renections, therememhl^lUce iiSff^ 
a crime perpetrated in vahi. , , » . > ' 

The other ciremustanees of their qujtrrel were thuB y^lateS ;W . 
Pope^ ", ..v/' .. :: 

“ Philips Boomed to have been encouraged to ahw the in 
heUBes, and conversations: and Gildeu wrote^H^iU^ abouf 
Wycherley, in which ho had abused both me andflKtatmns very^ 
growlv. , Lord Warwick himself told me one day^Wt, it W»s Sfe 
vaiA for me to endeavour to be well with Mr. .AddiB«m # that W»' 
jealom tjjnpejp would never admit of a settled betw^Bw, 
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A MHwert tti»4 

. 4{^0i* iiai eiiowiiigWOtId^,topaMiirtt and hail " 

0^ te4 t3»J were published. The heat dw, 

mile I vraa hinted wth #hat J had heard, I wroie * letter to Mr. ; 
r Addaaopt lo let hlha that I was not acquainted with^ this 
havie^r efjbid ; thai't^ f was to speak Beverly of him in return for '{ 
it* i#;^«Sij(^d,W ftot & snoh a dirty way ; that I should rather tell 
hidi; /airly of his faults, and allow hts pmd qualities ; and 

that it shorn, Be something U the following manner: 1 then ad> 
joined the irst sketch of what has since bean called my satire on 
i^dlsou. , Hr. Addison used mo very civilly ever hfter.” 

>^Phe varsewm Addison, when they were sent to Atlerbnry, were 
edntidered by him as the moat excellent of Pope^s performances ; 
ahd the writer w|s advised, sinoc he knew where his strength lay, 
not id sMq/ it k i^main uncmploy^^ • ? 

‘Thfeyhkr (17 IS) being, by the subscription, enabled to live more 
by cho^ having pemaded his father to' sell their estate at Bin- 
diiel44k‘^uroh^i&Gd, I think' hnly £>r his Ilfs, that hojOJioat Twioken-^ 
, ham, k which hu residence altewards procured «d mnch oedebra* 
tlbn; dud removed thither with hisfathcr^tod, mother. 

Here he planted the vines and^the qumeunx which Ms vewes 
ken'tioa 3 and being under the necesSitiy of making a ahbterrancous 
passage to a garden on the other aide of the road, he adorned it 
with fossile bodies, and dignified It with the title of a grotto, a 

e lm of silence and retreat', which he endeavoured to persuade’ 
a friends and himself that cares and passions could bo excluded. 

A grotto is not often the wish or pleasure of an Englishman, who 
ha* 'more frequent need to solicit than exclude the sun; but Pope's i 
excavation was requiti^lte as an entrance to his garden, and, ai some 
men try to be proud of thdr defects, he extracted an ornament 
from an inconvenience, and vanity produced a grotto where neooi^‘f 
Bity enforced a pasaage. It may be frequently remarked of the 
studious and s}>eoulativ«, that they are proud of trifles, and that 
their amiifcsemsnts seem frivedous and childish ; whether it be that 
men, conscious of groat reputation, think themsdves above the reach';, 
0f in the avlmisBicm of negligent indulgences, or;; 

that mukhkd expect from elevated genins an uniformity of greats 
itCBI^ Wd watch its degradation with malicious wonder ; like him 
whu; hailing followed with his eye an eagle into the cloudsl, should 
IkmeUt that she ever descended to a perch. 

While the volumes of Ms Homer " were annually published, he 
euSected hia former works fl717) into one, quarto volume, to which 
be pretexed a Prtdace, written with great sprigUtUneps and elegance, 
which wk ^ter#cttds reprinted, with some passages Subjoined that 
he tot on|ltt||U other margipal additions of the same kind he made 
In the latter |Pili$oas of his poems. Waller remarks, that poets lose 
half their praise, b^uie the reader uoWs not what they have blot* 
tkd. Popws ikrhdity of fame taught him the art of obtaining the 
stdcaimMated^cuotpr/^^^ of what he had published, and of what. 
1^ had sippreseed* 
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In tMtf year liiB died suddenly, in 3ii« «efMfcy4fl1i 'yMpf 
liavin^ paased twenty-xMe years in privacy. He Sb net known fent 
ky the ^ara^erwhich h$B eon has ^ven him. H Uw n^oney with vl, 
which heretiTfid was all gotten by MmseU; he ha^ tyieMSlei veiy, 
oeaefully in times when sudden riehes were rarely attainahle. ' , 4’’ 
The publication of the Iliad*’ was at last completed in 1720, 
Bplendon^ and success of this work raised Pope many enemieSf that ; 
endeavoured to depreciate hisahilitiea Burnet, who waa afterwards 
a judge of no mean reputation, censured him in a pifeoe called ** ' 

nmrideB*^ before it was published. Bucket likewise end^iavoured; : 
to make him ridiculous, Dennis was the perpetual peraeemtor o£; 
all his studies. But* whtwvcr his critioa were, tbei% writlnjja «»«; ; 
lost; and the names which are preserved nrc preserved in the^, 
Bunoiad.” " v . 

In this disastrous yeSt ^1720) of national infatuation, wh^ morO:?^ 
riches than Peru can boast were expeefr^id from the South Se«^whon ^ 
the contagion of avarice tainted every mind, and even poets ^nted ■ 
after wealth, Pope was seiaed with the universal passion, vcu- ' 
•tured some of hw money, fhe stock rose ittits prioi ,5 |^|or n 
while he thought himself the lord of thousands. But this dream) 
of happiness did not last long; and he seems t<i have waked soon' 
enough to get clear with the loss of What ho ones thought himfielf ^ 
to have won, aud perhaps not wholly of that. , < ^ 

Next year he published some select poems of hk friend l>r. Par- 
nell, with a very elegant Dedication to the Earl of Oxford; who,* 
after all his struggles and dangers, then lived in retirement, still 
under a frown of a victorious faction, who could take no pleasure in'v 
hearing his praise. : , ^ 

He^gavo tnc same year (1721) an edition of “ Shakespeare.” Ilk 
name was now of so much authorify, that Tonson thought himself' 
entitled, by atmoxingxt, to demand a Bubecriptiori of six guineas for 
Shakespeare's plays in six eiuarlo volumca ; nor did his expectation 
much deceive him ; for of seven hunted and fifty which ho printed, 
he dispersed a great number nt che price proposod. The reputation-' 
of that edition indeed sunk attorwarda so low, that one Imndrednnd 
forty copies were sold at sir teen shillings each. - , .i., 

On this undertaking, to which Pope was induced by a rward of, 
two hundred and aoventecn ponn^ twelve BbilUng4. he seenwsmeyer 
to have rcfieofced afterwards without vexation ; for Theobald, atian \ 
of heavy diligence, with very slender poweis, first, in a book called : 
** Bhake^pcare Kestored,'* and then in a formal edition, detected, hia,- 
deficiencies with all the insolence of 'fictory ; and, , a# he waandw'f 
Iiigh enough to be feared and hated, Theobald had from others ail 
the help that could he supplied, by the desire of humbling ahaughty. ' ; 
character. v ’'If, ^ 

J*rom this time Pope became an enemy to editoliPojIators, c0m?^^ , 
xnentaiota> and verbal critics; and hoped to persuade the world;% 
that he miscarried in this undertaking only by haldng a mind too lj' 
great for such minute employment. v, 

Pope tu his edition uadonhtiedly did many Ihihds w^xigi andieft ' . 
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btit 1^ &im n6t b^ defmdied of bis duo 
piOifIs. Ho was tba first that kmw at loSilt the first that told, 
Dj)fi wiMtt Mpo tba.tcatt loijght be imitfoved. If he iiispected thoi 
taught others to ho mere ikocurste. In 
l^lPrefaoe he eici^ahded with great skill and elegance the character ; 
; 4^ieh had been ijiven of Sliakospeare by Bryden ; and he drew the 
, ndldij ii^tentldh ^onr lxis worH which, though often nie|Ltioncd, 
vhadbften;Ht6b''teaa. - ' ; , : 

Biobn after the appearance of the lliad/^ resolvln;^ not to let the 
flaheral kdndnm cool, he ^imbliBhed proposals fora translation of 
the Odyssey, in five volumes, for guineas, lie was willbg, ' 
how^^Vc^, now 4o have essoelates in his labour, Wng either weary" * 
with toiling upon another’s thoughts, or having heaw, as Eufihead 
relates, th^ Fenton and Broom© had already begun the work, and 
Bking hotter to have thorn oonfedcrates than liv^; . . 

In (ha patent, instead of sfiyiug that he had ** translated ” the 
Odyssy/' as he had said of the ** Iliad,” he says, that he had uii- 
n translation ; and in the proposals the subsof ipiion is 
' aaid tblin^hitit aolBly his own use, bfit fbr that of ‘^two of his ; 
Mends' u4o have miiifccd him in this woyk.*' , , ^ 

In 1733, whilo he was engaged in this new version, he appeared 
before tlie Lords at the memorabla trial of Bishop Atterbury, with 
whom he had lived in great familiarity, and ^ fxeuuent corres* 
pondenoe. Atterbury had honestly recommended to mm the study 
of the Popish controversy, in hope of his conversion j to which Pope 
answered in a manner that cannot much recommend hia prin- 
dpleA, or his judgment. In questions and projects of learning, they > 
agreed better. He was called at the trial to give an account of At- 
terburfs domestic life, and private employment, that it might ap- 
pem* how little time he bad left for plots. Pope had but few w^ords 
teiutter, and in those few he made several blondors. 

Mm letters to Atterbury express the utmost esteem, and tender- 
ness, ami gratitude.^ perhaps/’ says he it ia not only in this 
world that 1 may have cause io remember the Bishop of Eocheeter.” 
At their la?^interview in the Tower, Atterhuiy presented him with 
a Bible. 

. ,,Qt the Odyssy Pope translated only twelve books ; the rest 
were th'e^' work of Broome and Fenton ; the notes were written 
wholly by Broome, who was not evordiborally rewarded. The ? 
Puhlie was carefully kept ignorant of the several shai'es ; and an ao 
cotmt waB^bjoined at the oonolusion, which is now known not to 
beitue. # , 

/The first c^y of Pope’s books, with those of Fenton, are to be 
seen in the M^eum. The parts of Pope are less: interlined than 
and the latter books of the Iliad” less than the 
fexmer. He gre w dextero^is by practice, and every sheet enabled 
ihim to write the next with more facility. The books of Fenton 
have very feiv altmtions by the hand of Pope. Those of Broome 
> hdve not been found : but Pope complained, as it is repotted, that ’ 
he hadmuoh trodhle in oorre^ng them. ^ . 
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Hi0 fitli Watot was i^aam© a8te.^|»i$ i 

that on\^ o|i©!iutidt©a i^ere to b© paid “ 

5!he aupilnS StdliisMb©^ were ^vehundred 
of odpiea 'oj® md hineteea j so that 

had pa^ j^^ aaiSa^ts, were etili very trbi^ 


finiftW'lh 1725 j.and from that time he TQWlv^,,|lo'i^^e 
tiat^iops, f :jA 

Awtc^^iriii" T.fndrivf.’a An « initraM ,VlJk tShJbUt^ 


, The Bale did not answer Ijintot’e expecfcajtiha ; i 
,:tettded to dL^cover eometbing of.fraad, ii? fope, 

threatetied a auitin Ch;tocery. ,, , 

^ On the hJngJish ^‘OdysajjjT” a entioillrt vaa P' 

' at that time Tj^lector of poetry at Oj^ford a man ^ ^ 

was not very great, and whose pp| very'' le^is^mL ' J 

criticism, however, Ves comihonly he ^ 

thonght rightly ; and tqhiarhs w0fo r^ommendvd 
uesa and candour. In him Pope hh’d the first ,eji:peri^(^i5l7!m),a ' 
critic without malevolence, t^o thought it as mnoi h^ duly to, ; 
display beauties as expofieianlts;' W^O censured with 
prmsod with alacrity.' '“ ' , \v;. ;>r.i:Cvf '1/ ' 

yfiih this criticism Pope yrp so little oiTeniledi 
the aaiiiaiiitance d|ihe write?^ who lived with him from tn®^ 
in great familiarity, attended him in hii* last hoiirs, and compiled' 
memorials of His oonyefsation. The regard of Pdjpe rfloommenlisd^ 


him to the gr^t and powerful; 3^d ho obtained vay vailh|fch 
preferments in the' Ohn.tch. , . / ^ . ' ' 

Not long after. Pope was r^tdruing hoine frotn a visit ip a friend’s 
coach, which, in passing a bridge, watv bvcrfcnrne^l into the water ; 

, ^the windows were ^osed, and being unable to forco theip open, he 
' Vasrin danger of immediate death, when fho postillion 
him out by breahing^th0'j§^» "of which the. fragipezifs cpi 
his fingers .^n:such | jho Ick^f their' ufiOr |) ' . 

V^dtaire^ who was then in 'England, sent hiip a letter pf jEj^aoW 
tion. Ife Ixad been entertain Pope, 
talked with »o much' griystnie.'s, 
the room, Pope discover^, by d: trick, th)^ 

Court, and never eanhidered m ^ man^tvorthy'^f ;b^pudehe®*> - 

He soon afterwards (1727) |din6d with Swift, iy5M' ' 

England, to pi;blish three"l?pluh!i^ hf Mi^^cetlanies, iu whil||jiliSbh|^ 
otlier things he inseried^the ” Memoirs of a Phriah* ClerK'? Ai^'ridb 
cule of IJumets importance in his own Histpiw, ;a*i4> ^ 
upon Black and White IlomeS,^'' written in aU 'thO'fp^i't^Etiea^; W 
„ legal process by ihe^aaristanoe, as li^said, of Mt,; fiSp3> , 
terwards Master of th© PolU. Before these ^ 

face signed by Swift und Pope, but app " “ 

in which heuMvkes a ridiculous and , a r 

robberies committed upon p'lthofii by the clahdeslipae _ _ 
fiate of iiirir ^pris, , He tells, intiigic stMhC hpw f*fh,e . 

of the Stek amf tb© eJosets of the Bead have bfeu Ifc 
rauBacheiii** ^bose viojiehoei were often ebtou 
; of up|I^Ahbiihrh4 ^ci^^Btai valuoi which ^ " 





«7 


4 ^fc 'tot<5iiIjB!»r hb accogrSijI^jjj 


»£o|^4 the ei^ldm of a vii by l)OoMl6i^. 

Jib <msaL^{ibit> bbwey^i'i*eceived nomo attestallob ; fof the samb 


the by him to lifr. <jjjomw 0 ll hi hb youth, 

to 14 W iCm ’fhbmas to tWll, who printod thorn. ' , 
fj , Ih Hm SCbooBunji# wan tot-publi»hed the ** Art of SiuMhg in 
tifhioh/ W^ik a t^nol conse^uehoefii an uatially pasnea 
lb Ina eb<^t tltne^ j^ooptding toFope'a no* 

count, occaaiop to the '‘Btthoiad.*’ , , , ' 

folhjwing year (iMS) hebegihf io put Aitbrbuiyfi advioo 
in pifjimc6;%nd shewed ob ajfti^oal powow by puMwin^ the 
one of hb grb^tbet hud most eUboratb ^rmzmaueeg, 
in whbil he bndeatonm to eihh into coUtejupt uU %e writers hi 
he Sad been attaihejt, hnd idme otnere whom be thought 
imhhl^ fb defend them ' ^ ^ 

‘i. At ihe he^pf the Dunbeahe pl^dpoor '^eohfidd, Whom he 
hooueeA with Ihgtatitude; hut whose rem orlpio supposed 
h® thhl ^f retbed « Shakespeare" tarn happily than 
wK; Jhiii ^tjre had the fiiec| which he Mt^ded, by blasting 
; the oharaoiera xrhich it touched. B^lph, hfh# Unnecessarily inteiv 
po^ng in the ^darrel, got & pboe in h edbsequeht coin- 
' P^nM that fof a time he ih dah|^r of stayidng^'ib the booh* ' 
edbrs had ho ibh||er any oonMen^ ,, 

; , The prevalence of this poem w^ gradual and tlowi^ the plan, If 
' x^t whoUy now, was little undei’stohd by common readers. Many 
of the allusions required illustration $ the names were often ex> 
v}U;es^ only by the initial and final letters, and, if thhy had been 
at length, were such as few had known pt recolfecledi' 

' ^hO euhject itself had nothing genei^ly interesting, for whom did 
M Oonoern to khoW that One or ^othhr soribbier was a dtmoe | If 
iheroMe it h^ been possible ibr those whh were attaoked to com 
pml andiheh^ resentment, the ^^Bunpiad" might have 

Wfhoi^ 5uol to be eapededi eveiy man b of import- 
imee.tq. hiussejlf^ and therefore^ in nb own opinion, |q others; and, 

; aupphld^ the world already apqumnted wiui all hb pleasures and 
' ,mhs;b1^i?l^aps the first to publish injuries or mbfortunes, whiol^ 
‘\nad never b^ known unless related by himself, and at which 
; tl&t h^y 4hem will onlyjaugh; for no man sympathbes with 
'' ihe.aoTfbtw of vanity. , , ' ^ 

of the '^DuiJlad" b vary mmhtely related by l^ope 
hitaftfilC in a BedicatSon^V^^ he trijote to Bqrd Itiddlesei in the 
• ’ hme of Savaga " r' 

: « i will relate the war of Ahe (forsott has been<K)m- 

:/ mehly oalledh which bog^ in the y^r if^7, ax^ ended in 17$0." 
When BL0wif| and Mr. Jope thought it premer, fbr reasons 
«ae^ed:iu Ae ]fi;nmce in th^ MboeUanies, to publiA^uch little 
! of theirs ai had easually got abroad, there wes adlei^ them 
' the Bathos^ or Art effib^ It 
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Itapfyenod in one chapter of tMi niece, the 0 

bad poets wene ran^ in desses, to wbck were preftxed most eHy 
tbe Jettera of tbe aipbabet (the greatest part of thein at trabih) ;;i 
but euch.VPftB the number of poets eminent 
one or ol^er took erez^ letter to himAdf ; ill fell .in^eo ! 

fury; that, for half a year or more, the ao 2 nm<m 
most of which they had some proprty, as being hired wdteiaj 
were iUed with the most abitd^e ial^oodft and BCuriilitieR’^th^t. 
emild possible devise ; a liberty no yf&j to be tfrendored at in thosi' 
people, and in those pgpezt, lhat, for many years d^iring theun^ ^ 
oontrolled licence of the jHdw, bad aspersed almoetnll iN gtial 
characters of the age ; ann this with Impunity, tbe^ ownpemoha / 
and names being utterly secret and obscure. ' . w : 

^'This gave Mr. Ptmethe thought; that he had^nowisome^:, 
portunity of doing by detecting . and drag&g light f 
those common enemies of mankind ; rmoe to inv^idatn ,tms * 
versal slander, it sufficed to thow what contemptible mmn^ the^^. 
t authors of it. lie was not without hopes, that, by maidfem| the 
dulness of those whp had ordy malice to recommend ibem, elthw- 
the bookseller would pot find their account In employing them, or' 
the men themaelvcSilwhen discovered, want coiirago to, proceed in 
BO unlawful an occupation. This it was that gate bim to the 
* Bunciad f and he thought it an happiness, tha^ by the late 1ioc4? 
of slander on himself, he had acquired such a peculiar right over, 
their names as was necessary to this design. / <t 

On the 12th of March, t729, at St. James's* that poem was 
presented to the King and Queen (who had before boon pleased to 
read it) by the right honourable Sir Eobert 'W'alpole ; and, some, 
days ifter, the whole impresBion was taken and dispersed by aeverad; 
noblemen and persons of the first distinction. ; 

'^ Itis certainly a , tnie observation, that no people are so im- 
patient of censure as those who are the greatest slanderers, which 
was wonderfully exemplified on this oe<»sl<m/ >0n ^ nay the 
book was first vended, a crowd of authors bedej^ tht ^^p ; in- ; 
treaties, advices, threats of law' and battery, nay ijriea of treason^ ; 
were all employed to hinder the coming out of the ^^ Bunci^ on 
the other side, the booksellers and hawkers made as great ^orts to 
procure it What could a few poor authors do againsta^'great a ' 
majority as the public ? There was no stopping a torrent with a j;, 
finger ; BO out it came. : ;V; 

Many ludicrous clrcumstanoes attended it. The ' Bunoss,' 
by this name they were called) held ‘^weekly clubs, to commit of : , 
hostilities against the author i one wrote a letter to a great minister, 
assuring him Mr* Pope was the greatest ^enemy the government? 
had; and another brought his image in clay, to execute him in , 
effigy; with which sad sort of satisfaction the gentjemeawer^ a< 
little comforted. . . . ^ ^ 

''Some false editions of the b0(^ having an owl in the fix&tiB* 
piece, tv true one, to distinguish it, fixed in his stead an ass laden ; ' 
with authors* Then another suireptition one beuig printed with 
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I %« Mw h octavo rotiuned for diatmciW to 

/ oyrl ngfl^ Hotter iSM « great oontcat of booksellers against 
/booksellers and advertisensokta against ladvertiaements; soose 
^ tbeov^l^ and oi^is tbo edition of the 

; 1)17 ^m(k mni tbej oamc to be distinguiflbttdi to tke great 

> of ibe * Dunoiai* ^ .' : 

w ; l^ope if^neirtt by tbit narj-sttive to have contemplated bis victory 
^, <i)Ver tba ^^l>imoefi" vritb great mnttsidon ; and sucb was bis de- 

a t y tbettxmnlt wbich he bad raM^tbat ^ a while bis na« 
imiMlity was suspended, aird be md teproaobes and tnveo^ 
tives without emotion, considering them only as the necessary effects 
;, of that padn.t^bicb be rejoiced in baring given. 

ft cannot bowevir be oononaJed, that,by hfe bwn confossioii, be 
’Wl.tbe j^gressbr: for nobody beUevea tbjt tb© letters iff the ^ 
; . were placed at random i and it may bo disooverod tbat^ 

wbdn ba'lbiiiks himself concealed, be indulges the common vanity 
of common mmi, and tribmpbs in tboSO dit^ncldons which be bad 
looted to'doaj^; He 1« nri^d that his book vs-as presented to the ) 
King and Q^iieesi by tb© r&M honourable Sir Eobert Walpole; be> 
Is proud that tbey bad read It before i he is premd that the edition 
was taken off by the nobilty and persons of tbefirst distinction. 

The edition of, which be speakB was, 1 believoi that Which, by 
tolling in the tot the names, and in the notes the ^Obaracters, of 
ihose whom he bad satirised, was made intelligible and «?Werting» 
!rhe critics had now declared their approbation of the plan, and 
the common reader began to like it without fear ; those who were 
strangers to peto literature, and therefore unable to decipher 
imtials and blanks, had now names and persons brought witlun 
. thub^ view; and delighted in the visible effect of those shafts of ^ 
matioe, which they h^ bitbei’tocontcmplated, as shot into the air* 
.Dennis, upon the fresh provocation now given him, renewed the 
enmity which had for a time been appeased by mutual civilities; 
and publi^Od toatkrks, which he had till then suppressed, upon 
the Eapa to£ the Lock " Many more grumbled in secret, or 
vented their resentment in the newspapers by epigrams or in- 
vectiveav-vi’'-'^ 

.Duck^ indeed being mentioned as loving Burnet with ‘'piouB. 

; pas^nu;*' pretended ihat his moral character was injured, and for ^ 
acme time declared his resolution to take vengeance with a cudgeL 
, But Pope appeased him, by changing ” pious passion” to ‘^cormal 
friendship and by a note, in which bo vehemently dSaclaiiuB the 
malignity of meaning imputed to the ffrst eicpr won. 

,;teon Hill, who was rept^o^^d ds diving for thu ptiee, expostu- 
lated with Pope in a manner so much superior to all mean solicita- 
tion, that Pope was reduced to sneak and Bhutde, somedames to 
' deny, and sometimes to apologize j he fimt endeavoured to wound, 

, and Is then afraid to own that he meant a blow* 

Jfhe .ffDunciad,” in the complete edition, is addressed to Dr. 
SwiE; Uf the u^es, part wore written by Dr. Jlrb^thuat^tsand au • 
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apoloMtioal l;idi^«rwi)npSxed, 

JiftV'd ■' ” • "ist '■ v-rif' 

Alter wid* tip<^o Bul&ess^ W«eei]£H| 

himm i t^e iW b^t blii 

prore tbatbe ^awiiot idle. He pubM^ (17Si) a 
m ’Vetj particularij and eevml)r ipritii^ai 

fdraltare^ the gardeoe^ and the eatertainmepiB^ ^ 
of ^eat Wealth and little tadte. By Timom, be was uak#R^tf,l. 
anppoSed, and by the Bari of Burlington, tawbem tba fioem Wiilt , 
addressed, was privately said, 4^ mean the Dab« of Olfedae ; a ; 
man perhaps too much delighted with pomp and l^fxt ox a / 
temper kind and beneficent, and, wbo had coni^d^Sttily the y<dah . 
of the public in Ills favour. , ^ 

A violent outcry therefore raised agaipst tbeiagratits^^l^ 
treachery oi Pope, a^h6 is said to havejhs^n indebted to. tb# 
hf Cnandos for a preset, a tbtmsiMjp 9 Und$,and 
the opportunity of insulting by tha hinijii^ 0 ^ bis : i4’m 

^ The receipt of the thnusiMad poands Pope pdldM^ bjlti 

froth the reproach which the on a obarhethr so abii«d^ 

brought upon him, he tried fill means of escaping. TN mjkme W 
Cleland tv'as again employed in an apolo^, by irbich pp mm iMf 
satisfied ; and he was at last reduced to belter hit ihamet^ty beliitm 
disBimulation, and endehyour to make that disb4iifiyod wwh bo 
llever bad confidence to deny. He wrote an exculpatory letter to 
the Duke, which was answered with great inaguanimi^, as by a 
man who accepted his etowe without believing his pr^essions. 
He said, that to have ridieukd his taste, or hie buildings^ bsd been 
an indifferent action in another man ; but that iu X^ope, after 
reciprocal kindness that had been exchanged between Xbmi, It bad 
been less easily excused, ; . ' 

Pope, in one of hia liettera, complaining ul' ibo treatment WbU^ 
hia poem had lound, ''owns that suoberiticscaixintimldsde bijcn>Bay 
almost persuade him to write i|o more, which is a poniipl^^ 
age doseryea.'^ The man who threatens the world Is ridionr 
loua : for the world can easily go oh vritbont bim* ahd in ^ ^shoH^ 
time will cease to miss him. . i have heard of nu idiot, 
reveuge bis vexations by lying all iiigbt upon the bridge* ^''Thepe 
is nothing,^' says Juvenal, "thM ^ man will not believe in bis O^n 
favour." Pope bad been fiatfccred till he thought himself em Of. 
the moving powete ih the system of life. When he talked of IgylPg 
down Ms pen, th&w who sat round him entreated and imploJfed : 
and self-love did not suffer him to susbect that they went away had. 
."lathed. 

The foilowiiiig year deprived idm of Gay^ am?^' whom ha bad 
known early, and whom h^ ^med to Iwve With more tondorneWl 
than any of Ms literary friends. Pope was ^w fo^y^fowf, yearn 
old i an age at which the mind begins less .easily to.Odimt ?new non* j 
fidenoe ; and tlie will io ipow less ffaxible j and whea^ 
the d^attiiw of an old fnehd is very aonte%,&lt. 

In the next year he lost bis mother, hot by an Unexpected deaths 
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; ^ Vfre |tBal of Fop^ wai| thim H ilia highest 

his parefit^ hsA Ilia lia^pmaiMi cf 
‘ poetical rapixtailpHy tiU He 

Sn ai^d fH&pd no 

liiifi^peei or iendcrnaas/ /'Whaiem Hlepxida^ 
td^em lie WaB oWieat^ and wHaiever his ^titaHllitj, to them Ho 
eralife^^ aiiieiig its Bdojiing and quiet toofo^ few 

, giWThan.fiuch a ’ \ ’ 

. Ob® of Hie Jiaiages of Pope’s Idle; which seems to desem »6me 
. l^n® a publiciitien of lettei?* between, Mm and man/ of hit 

^'Mend»i whielf Mlmgihto the hands of Ciirll, a tanaoiotis bookseller 
im gMl famOi were b| him pinted and sold This volume oon« 
iaihMg^MSnnle^ iettem Ihmx noblemen, Pope incited a prosecution 
ii||h^ir h House of Lords for breach of privilege; and at* 

, t^qm^/Mmself to stixpulm tbe resentment of his friends. HurH 
r anpei^l^ht the laif, and imiOWing hkiseif in no great danger, spoke , 
wigr liHlo it^rence has," says Corll, '*» < 
imack^'wiif^^ but in ykm 1 think myself a. match for him " 
^Whett the orders of the House wei^e eitamined, none of them ap- 
peared to have b^n infringed j Curll '•Went awaj triumphant, and 
Pope was left tii| seek some other remedy. 

Ihirirs account was, tliat one evening a man in a clergyman’^s 
pwn, hut with! a lawyer's band, brought andofexed for 6a^'% a nuua* 
Ber of piuted volumes, which he found to be Pope^s epistolary cor- 
fesponaenoe; that he asked no name, and was told none, but gave 
the piico demanded, and thought himself authorised to use the 
parchase to bis own advantage. ^ 

! iThat Csirll gave a true account pf the transaction it it reascmldhle 
to beliere, because no falsehood was eyer detected ; and whem^mW 
yei&t after, I mentioned it io Idntot^ the soh of Bernard, he de^ 
dmred his opiniou to be, that Pope Jenew lietter than any body else 
how Carll obtained theuopiea, because another parcel was at the 
aam^ time Sent tu biiniielf, for which no price h^ ever been de- 
manded, as he made kuoWu his resolution not to pay a porter, and 
^donwhentiy not to deal with a nameless agent. 

Such care had been taken to make them public, that they were 
. 'Sent at once to two bookseliers ; to Ourll, who was likely to seiae 
>iheai as a prey; and to Lintot, who might be, expected to give 
Pope infomatiou of the seeming injury. Lintot, I believn, did 
nothing; attd Citrli did wh^t was expected* That to make them 
public was the only purpos^ may be reasonHtily supposed, b^use 
^ the numbers, offered for sale by the private messengers; shewed 
ihat hope gaM could not have been the motive of tho 'im* 

' pri^sHon* ‘ ' , 7 '. , 

i ' r It seems that ‘Pop% being deSirOns of printing his Letters, and 
not knowing howto do, without imputation of vanity, what has in 
iMl country been done very rarely, contrived an appearance of 
do^ulHob ; that, hfi could complain that his Letteis wm 
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tiVM Of' »as fOBiiii' -r'' : ■ V'/-';'': 

Bnrreptitioiuly {)iil)U|ib«4, lie might decently and < defi^ve^ . 
lish them Mnu^l£* ' ‘ ' 'v ' 

Pope's iJoitespoBdetoOe, tliue pronaiil^ted, filled ih« na- 

tion with ptawffis his candour, tendemesl, Imevolfm^^e, the / 
jmritjnf hie purposes, and the Melityef his Meudshlp* ’^Phetro; 
were some Letters tv hich arerygood ©r a very wjufte mau would 
w^ suppressed ; but, as they had beeuldready ex^ed, it was im** 
practicable now to retract them* 

V i From the perusal of these: letters^ Mr. Alien tot ODuemved the 
desire of knowing him; and with«o much a^iddid he pultdvatethe 
friendship which he had newly formed, that, Wheu^Pdpe told his 
purpose of vindicating, his own property by a geuinne editioh) he 
offered to pay the cost. ^ , 

This, however, Popfj^didnot accept; but in time soliclW asub* 
acription for a quarto volume, which appeared (1797), I ' believe, 
with sufficient profit. In the preface, he telH that his letters w^e 
reposited in a mend’s llbimjr, eaid to be the Fsirl of Oxfifirdlai, and 
that the copy thence stolen was sent to the press. The story was 
doubtless received with different degrees of credit It may bo 
suspected that the Preface to the Miscellanies was written to pre- 
pare the public for such an iucident; and to strengthen this 
opinion, James Worsdale, a printer, who was employed in clandes- 
tine negociations, but whoso veracity was reif ddubtfu!, declared 
that he was the mcBsenger who oarriod, by Pope's djreoti<m, the 
books to Curll. 

When they were thus puUli^ed and avowed, -as they had relation 
to recent facts, axkd persona then 'living or not yet tbrgotten, they 
fuaye^ supposed to have found readers ; but as the facts were mi- 
nute, and the characters, being either private or literary, were little 
known, or little regarded, they awaked no popular kinduea^ or ra- 
fieutment; the book ndver became much the subject of conversa- 
tion ; some read it as a contemporary history, and some perhaps as 
a model of epistolary language ; but those who read it did not talk 
of it. Not much, therefore, was added to, ii by fame or envy; 
nor do I remember that it profUiced either public praise or public 
censure. 

It had, however, in some degi^e the recommendation of novelty* 
Our language had few Lettejif, except those of statesmen. Howeb 
indeed, about a century Ago, published hn Letters, which are com- 
mended by MorhotT; and which, alone, of his hundred volumes, 
continue his memory. LovedayA Letters were printed only once ; 
those of Herbert and Suckling are hardly known. Mrs. Philips’ 
[Orinda’e] are equfilly neglected. And those of Walsh seem writteA 
as exercises, and were never sent W any mistress or friend. Pope’s 
epistolary excellence had an open field, ; he had -no l&^lish Vival 
living or dead. 

Pope is seen in this collection as connected with other contem- 
porary witej and certainly suffers no dismeein the comparison; 
but it^ust be remembered, that he had the /power of favotudng 
himself; he might have originally had publieation in bis mi»4 





wa 

; ^0 i$d mo«t happity coasted, usr w«t diligently JjBix^ured j and I 
net atudied 

, fiiednati^ leng letter 

te dlBtlngt^ affetn^S^n habits 
hi that has atndhwy fomed a afterwards with 

otxai^lete eaiee; x&ay be j»ald tp write jdwdw irith hie reimta: 
tion In his head ; #w^/ p^rhaps^ Ilheninan who remexhbered he 
waa writitig to f Pfiif : bnt Arbnthaet, like bn^wha lete thenghk 
drop %>ia jais pen at they rise into biampd. ^ < V; ,? ^ - ' ; 

Before &im l.^#eie appeared, he published, the tot pdrt of what 
he peranadcd himself to think amtem of ]B!thic8, nnder iitie 
- of an Essay on Jtean ;” whicli^ if hie lettegtp $wift (of Sept; 14, 
lir£^,^) : be mhtly ewplaihed^X the pommentator, had been eight 

r ^nnder his oenidderajnoni and to whioh he.aeemsip hate desired 
snbee^^ with groat, soliditiide. He, had now many open j and 
donbtleas hKWiy,««^i^«t enemiea, The Bunofis'^ were y^t smartii^ 
with the war, ahd the. snpariority which he publicly arrogated, dis" 
posed the world to wish hia humibatioft. ^ 

All ibis be knew^ and against aU this he provi^d. His own 
name, and that of his friena to whdm the work is inscribed, were 
in the first editions carefuEy suppressed ^ and the poem, being of 
a new kind# ivas ascribed to one or another, as fovour dcL minod, 
or conjecture wandered ; “it was given,” says Warbutton, “to every 
man, "except hhn only who could write ii” Those who like only 
when they like the author, end who are under, the dominion of a 
name, condemned it ; and th<we admired it who are willing tc^scat^ 
ter praise at random, which while it ib unappropriated excites no 
envy. Those friends of Pope, that Wiere trusted with the secret, 
went about lavishing honours on the iiew4)om poet, and hinting 
that Pope was never so much in danger from any former rival 
To those authors whom he had per^nally offended, and to those 
whose opinion the world considered as decisive, and whom, he bUb* 
pected of envy or malevolence, he sent his Essay as a present be^ 
Joi^e publication, that they might defeat their own enmity by praises 
which they could not afterwards decently retract. 

IVith these procautiona, 17B3, waS published the first part of the 
“ Essay on Man.” There had been for some time a report that Pope 
was busy upon a%stem of Morality; but thiadei^n was not dis- 
covered in the now poem, whjich had a form and a title with which 
its readers were unacquainted, lia reception waa not uniform ; 
some thought it a very imperfect piece, though not without good 
fines. WhBethe author was unknown* some, as W01 always happen, 
favoured him as an adventurer, and some censured him as an in* 
truder t but all thought him above neglect ; the sale incroased, and 
editions were multiplied. 

The subsequent editions of the first epistle exhibited two memor- 
able corrections, At first, the poet and his friend 
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UTB8 tft tBt fotrel 

A lutltj^y'iitwte ffiTmlltf vlthoatu ! 

For wlii^ he fttevAi’d*', / . 

A lel^hty maxe, but not Wlthtmt t p \^ ; 

letji U there im no pkn^ it vaa in vain U 4eddribe or to treoe tho 

JOAKO. ' 

The other aUeratiott was of these lirtea; 

And ipite ef |>Tida, and In iby realohi Ifrite, 

On« (ruth U (dealt irhtttever is, is ri^bt 

hot having afterwards dieeovered, or been shewot that tlie *' truth** 
which Bubsiated ^ in »j)ite off reaaott ^ could not be wy ** clear/' he 
enbatitttted ‘ o 

And spite 0? pride, in ming resison’a ipttew 

To »uch bverdghta will the moat vigoroua mind be lialde, wheh 
it is employed at once upon argument and poetry. 

The second and third epistles were pubiiahed ; and Pope wa?, I 
believe, more and more suspected of writing them ; at last, in 1^S4, 
he avowed the fourth, and claimed the honour of a motal poet. 

In the cbnclUBion it is aufliciently acknowledged, that the doo* 
trine of the Bssay on Man ** was received irom BoUhgbroke, who la 
said to have ridiculed Pope, among those who enjoyed his confidence, 
as havingadopfced and advanced ininciples of which he did not per- 
ceive the oon(3e(|ucnoe, and as blindly propagating opinions con- 
trary to his own. That these communications had Iwen consoli- 
dated in a scheme regularly drawn and delivered to Pope, from 
whom it returned only transformed from prose to verso, has been 
i^jported, but hardly can be trde. The Kt»ay plainly appears the 
fabrics of a poet; what Bolingbroke supplieii could be only the first 
principles ; the order, illustration, and ernbelliriimen^, mu^t all 
be Pope’s. 

These princbles it is not my bnsinesfl to clear from obscurity, 
dogmatism, or mlsehood rbut they were not immediately estamined; 
philoBotohy and poetry »jiVe not often the same readers j and the 
Esoay abounded in splendid amplifications and sparkling sentences, 
which were read an<i admired with no great attention to their ulti- 
mate purpose : its .flowers caught the eye, which did not see what 
the gay foliage concealed, and for a t|nie flourished in the s^inshine 
of universal approbation. Bo little w any evil tendency disco- 
vered, that, as innocence is uusoSpicious, many read It for a manual 
of piaty. ^ 

Its reputation soon invited a translator. It was first turned into 
French prose, and afterwards by lieanel into verse. Both iransla- 
Uona fell into the , hands of Omusaz, who first, when he had the 
version in prose, wrote a general censure, and i^terward^s reprinted 
Reanelte vertacn, with particular remarks upon every paragraph. 
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Cronsa^ wAs a fttimot .8witsiatlati4 eialacxii for liis tmtlB« 
of Logic, and hia Eicaiboti <ie F^rrlkoiiSsmo and^ howcTor little 
known or regarded km, lra» no aaean ajntagowi^t. . Hie mind was 
ono of those in whicfi j)hil<^phj and piety are happily united. 
He was acwstontod to argtiiheht and die^^nifeHto, and perhaps was 
^rown too desirous in detecting %oIts; bui^ his ilitentions wm 
al way's right, las opinions v:i're i^dlOld, and Ids religion |mre, \ 

His inwssant vigilhndo jor the pi-omotioxj of piety disposed him 
to look with distrust Upon all motaphyaigi} syUems of fheolcgy, 
and all fchmes of virtue and happiness purely rational ; ajid ihere^ 
fore it wasm^' persuaded Hiai ihn positions of 

Topo, afl they terminated fori lie most pari in natural religion, 
wore intended to draw mankind away from revelation, and to 3-0- 
present the whole contse of things aa a necessary co^ catenation of 
indissoluhjo fatality ; and it is undeuiable, that iu many passage# 

' a religion# eye may easily discover expressioiib not very tavourable 
to morals, or iolihorty.j ^ / 

About this time Warbwion began to make Ids ap^ibarance in the 
first larnks of lerirning. Me ivaa a man of vigorous fa cultios, a rnliid 
fervid and vehement, supplied by ihe^aant and unlimited inquiry, 
with wonderful exioiil and variety of knowledge, which yet had 
itot oppressed his imagioation, nor clouded his perspicacity, To 
every work ho brought a memory full fraught, together w1 i n 0 fancy 
fertile of origin'll combinationB, and at once oxeHed the powers of 
the scholar, the loasoucr, a3>d the wit. But his kljatvjed'ge was too 
eager to boalw'ayH cautions ' IHs abilities gavoMiii an haughty 
OoiAfidcneo, which he disdidncd to cunceul or mollify; and his impa- 
tience of ox>posith>j) dif^posed him to treat bis adVerstuios wlfh^Mieh , 
coiilemptiioua superiority at. made hh readers conimoiily his'one* 
miefii, aud excited Aigaipst the advocate the wishes of some who 
favoured the cmise. Ho heems to have adopied the 110113811 Bm- 
p«?rore determination, odnfa* • Ko used no alhiVcmcnts 

of gentle tuiii’iuige, but wisimtl to cbmpel rather than persuade, 

llw style is copious witlnmt Beleetiim, and forcible without neat- , 
Dtcss ; he took the v'ords that presented themselves ; di’etion is 
coarse uM Lu pure ; and his aontencOB are uiuheasurodl ^ 

, He hadlin tlm early part.of dii« Lfe» 'Pbaied liimsolf with the 
noti(^c of inferior wits, and uorrefljmded with the cnemifts of Pupe^ 

A Loiter wiis produced, when ho had perhaps biinsclf forgotteh if, 
in which he tells Ooncahon, Hrydcn i (tbservo boiTnw's for want 
of kiflure, and Fopefor wan^of genius; Miltcheut of pvido, uud 
' iddisun out of modesty,” And when llmobald published. Shake- 
[Spoaro,-'' in opposition to Pope, the befit notes w^rc supplied by 
Warburtun. , > . 

V Bat tlio time was now come' whan \rarburton w*ss to cfcungo hia 
opinion; and Fopis was to hnd h defender in liiui w'hu had contri- 
buted so inuoh to the e-xaltation of his rival. 

The arroganoo of Warburion excited against him every artifice of 
offence, and thcrefcreltjinaj' be Buppoftcd that his union witi Pope 
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waj^ ccTisnrod ad hypocritical loconstaacy ; bnt stirelyiio think dif- 
ferently, at ditferent tita&d, poetical merit, may he eaasily allowed, . 
Such opinions are ^-en admitted, and dismisaea, \^ithout nice ex- 
amination. Who b there that has not found reason, for changing 
hie mind about qitcHtionp of greater importance % 

WaihdrtoT), whatever wa'? his jpotive, undertook, without eoHci- 
tatien* to rescue Pope from the talons of Crouton, hy freeing him ! 
from the iinputation of favouring fatality, or rejecting reyelation ; 
and irom month to month continued a vindication of the Essay 
on Man,^’ in the literary journal of that time called The Bepuhlic , 
of Letters/’ ■, 

V Pope, who probably be^an to doubt the tendency of hia own , 
work, wjis glaclmt the positions, of which he perceived himself not 
to know the fuU meaning, could by any mode of interpretation bo 
made U mean weil, How much he was pleased with his gratuit: > 
OU8 deiender, thd following Letter evidently shows : 

♦^Sia, / ' r y!pnnl,1732, 

* ** I have just received from Mr. E. two more of your Letters. !t 

is in the greatest hurry imaginable that 1 write this ; but I cannot 
help thanking you in particular for your third LutteV, which is so 
extremely clear, sliort, and full, and t think , Mr. Crousnz ought 
never to have another answer, and deserved not so good a one. I can . 
only Siiy, you do him too much honour, and me too much right, ao 
odd as the exproHfti(uj sueioa ; f<>T you have made my system a» clear 
as i ought tu have done, and could not. It k imleedthe same sys- 
tem fis mine, hut illustrated with a ray of your own, as they say our 
natural lH»dy ie the wamc when it is glf.rified. 1 am sure i like it 
betitw tlian I did before, and so will every man else, 1 knowl 
meant just wdiat you exphdii ; but 1 did not explain my own mean- 
ing HO well as you. You understand mo 0 '» well as 1 do myself j 
but y(»u cxpicas me better than I could expreni myself. Pray, ac- 
cept the siuccrest Hckurowlcdgments. I cannot but whh these liCt- 
ters were put together in one Book, and intend (with your leave) 
to i>rocuTe a translation of pai* at .leaRt» or of all of tliem into 
French; but I thrill not proceed a step without your consent and 
opinion, &c/* /’ 

By this fond and eager acceptance of an exculpatory comment. 
Pope lestifiod, that whatever might be the seeming or real import 
of the principicH wdiich he had received from BoUngbroke, he had 
net intcjitionally attacked religion; qiul Bolingbrokc, if ho meant 
to make him, uithout his own couRonl, an inatniment of mischief, 
found iiim now eng.i^^cci, with his eyes open on the side of truth. 

Iti^ kjiown that Bi/lingbtcke concealed fipom’Popohh realopini- 
oiiH, n- onoo discovered them to Mr. Hooke, who related them 
a^iin to Pope, and was told by hrai ihnfcho muat have mistaken 
the meaning of what he Itenrd ; and BoUngbrokc, when Pope’s nn- 
casinefs incited him to desire an explanation, declared that Hooke 
had mii^nderstood him. 
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fiiciliagjjfokfi hai!6d wHa hja4 cb»tm KJg pupil 

Mm j and a liti^o #atb they ha4 a diapute^ tvMeh 

thmr pMiei with mutu^ > 

. from this time Pepe lired iWpe ctesest Mtimaoy with Me emuV , 
incmtator» aud amply rewarded w Madness and Ms aeal^* &>t tie iii'r 
tieduced Mm to Mr. Murray, by whose interest he became ptea<dier 
at Lincoln’s Iim ; and to Mr. Alien^ who gave Mm Ms and' 
by consequence a bishopric. When he died> he left Mm w pro- ^ 
perty of his worlcs ; a h^scy which may beieasonaMy estimated at 
four thouMiid pounds . . 

Pope’s fondcfcas for the "Essay on Man” appeared by Ms. desire 
of its propagation. Dobson who had gained reputation by Ms Ver- ; 
siou of Prior’s "Solomon/’ was employed by him to tonslaie it i 
into Latin vome, and was for that purpose flq|»e time, at l^wichen*.! 
ham ;!bdt he left hia work, ijhatover was tho reason^ unfinished 
and, by Benson’s invitation, undertook the longer task of "i’aradise 
LostJ” Pop© then desired his friend to find a achidar who should 
turn his essay into Latin prose ; but no such performance had ever 
appeared, , , , ^ . ' w' } • . ' ■ ^ 

rope livied at this time amongst the Great, with that reception 
and respect to which his works entitled him, and which he had not 
impaired by any private iniaoondnot or factious partiality, 'fhough 
Bolingbroke was his friend, Walpole was not his enemy ; but treats 
ed him wi^ so much consideration as, at his request, to solicit and ' 
obtain Irom the French Minister an abbey for Mr. Sopthcot, which " 
he considered Mmself as obliged to reward, by this exertion of his 
interest, for the benefit which he had received from his attendance 
in a long illness. , • , 

It was said, th^t, .when the Court was at Richmond, Queen Caro- 
ling had declared her intention to visit him. This mny have been 
only a oareloss efPoBion, thought on no more : the report of sneh no- ■ 
tide, however, was eoon in many mouths ; and, if I do not forget or 
misapprehend Savage’s account, Pope, pretending to decline what 
was not yet offered, left his house for a time, not,! oppose, for any , 
other reason than lest he should be thought to stay 'at home in ex- 
pectation of an honour which would notjfte conferred, lie was 
therefore angry at Swift, who represents him as "refusing the visits 
of a Queen," becausa he knew that what had never been offered had 
never been refused, ^ , 

Beside the general system of morality, supposed to be contained 
in the " Essay on Man,’’ it warhie intention to write distinct poems 
upon the different duties or conditions of life ; one of which ia the 
Epistle to Lord Bathurst (17^) on the " Use of liiches/’ a piece on 
which he declared great labour to hay© been bestowed*. 

Into this poem some hints are Mstorically thrown, and some 
known characters arje introduced, with others of which it is difS- 
cMi to etsy how far they are^ ml or fictitious; but the praise of 
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tb« of iKcfss^ |)ftTticulaa' oxamini^t}oiiy ftffcor 

a long a^t^ pomjpooa OUtumotation of Im imblJc works fttJCl |^riTrat;0 
chttniios, is to kave dilfased all those blesaingsfj^om 
, a-ye«w*. WondOm ire willingly told, and willingly itoord, ®io 
, trnth isi Shat Kytl was a man of known integjity and aetiTe bens*, 

,; irolenei^ by whose solicitation the Wealthy were peiJ»ua4od to pay 
' ^ iontributionB to his charltahk schemes j this Imflueiioe he obtained 
by^im -eiample of liberality exerted to the utmost extent of hi« 

;j powmr, and was thus enabl^ to mre more than hnMd. Thia pc- 
fhouniKr. Victor reoaived froni tae minister of the place; and t 
), ,,'bkre preserved it, , that,, the praise of a good man, being wade more 
, jspdiple, may be more Solid. JJarrations of romantic and , imprac- 
ticable virtue will be read with wonder^ but ttiit which is unat* 
|ftlnable is rccommend(?d in vsih; that good may bo endeavoured, 
it mtis^ be shewn to bj possible. — * 

„TM8 is the oidy pi^ in which theciuthor has given a hint of his 
religion, by lidiOulini the ceremony of burning the pope, and by 
* laenldoTdng with aohW ip^gnation the inaciiption of, the Monu- 
, ment. . , ■/ ■■■ , , 

; When thia poem first published, the dialogue, having no loli- 
tera of direction, was perplexed and obscure. Pope seems to have 
written with no Very distinct idea ; fi^r he calls that an Epistle to 
Bathurst/* in which Bathurst is Introduced as speaking* 

,/ Ho afterwards {17S4) itiscribod io Lord Onbh^im his ** Characters 
of Mon,” writ^n with close attention to the operations Of the mind 
and modifications of life. In this poem lie has endeavoured to es- 
tablish and exemidify his favourite theory of “ Haling Pafinion/’ by 
which he moans an original direction of desire to some partiodlar 
object ; an innate affection, which gives all ucUon a determinate 
and invariable tendency, and operates upon tho whole systOm of 
life, eitlicr openly or more secretly^ by the iuteyvontion oi some 
acoidental oraubardin^e propension. 

Of my passion, thus innate and itrcsistihle, the existenoo may 
reasonably bo doul)ted. Human cliaraoters are by no moans oon- 
atant ; men change by chais^o of pkoe, of fortune, of ac iuaintance^ 
he who is at one tinie a lover of pleasure, is at another a lover of 
money. iThose indeed who attain any cxcellonoe, omnmouly spend 
life in one pureniti} for , excellence is not often gained upon easier 
term But to the particular species of ^xc^^llcnoe men are dwept* 
ed, not by an } Wild ant planet or predomliititiij^ buinour, but .by 
the first book which they read, ^Qvm furly conversation whidi they 
heard, or fiome acpideul which excited ardom? and emulation. 

It must be allowed that this MKuling l*«fcSsion/* antecedent tO 
yekson and observation, muKt have , an object dependent on humaiii 
'Contrivunco; for there can be no natural desire of artificial good- 
Ko man therefore can bo born, in the stricl acoeptkfcion> it lover of 
money ; for he may be born where money does not exiiti nor can 
he be bom, in a moral sense, a lover of his Country ; fpjc society, , 
poHticeJly regulated, k a abate contradktingukhe^j;^ aatatc of 
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; aid a»jr aUeatl^ja to tbat ooaStiou of ^{oh naakflfl/ 

ihe Imjjpittoas of a cwntry^ is poBSibl© obIj^ to thlose whom ia^uity 
,a»d refleijKoa lmvo enabled to compreboittti it. 

Tbie docttiaoit in itself peTnidoua as wdl aa iU tendaiMJy 
' to io prodace the belief of a kind pTede^tiaation; or , 

racing piiaeipte which cannot be rented;] he admits to 
premred to comply wJl h every.dcaire thei Wpricd Oy oppertvmity 
. fih4l excite, and to flatter liiimtdf that he sotei^ only to the Jsl^w*^ 

. M dotiuniott of INature* iu obeying thd wldetleto authorSty hto 
mUnff Pa3s{on>f '■" -’'''' ■" ' ’ ■ 

Pope has formed his theory with eo little jHIO, tb$it^ ih the 
ampW by which he illiwtrateg 4nd cbiiflnns it, he hes oonfoundda 
passions, appetitefi, and habits. .* ' ,•* r, t 

To the ** CharactOM of ,h,e added soon after, in an ISpto^e > 
Bnpposed to hace been addreesed to Harthe iBleunt, bat which the: 
toet edition hsis taken fVoifl her, the f*,€)h3apiicit^i» of Vvembn.’' ! 
This poem which was laboured with in iHo 

author's opinion, with great success, Was heglected its fiiwt pub- , 
licatioB, as the commentator supposes, because the public was tot- 
formed, by an advertisement, th^t it tjontaiued 4e drm^^ 

from iht, L‘tf<} } an aesfirtlon which Pope probably did not expect 
nor wisii to hfivo been believed, and which he, aCou gave hto readers 
Buflicient reason to distrust, by telling tHoai in a nbie that the 
work was imperfect, because part of hi® subject was FiEcs ibo h^h to 
be yet exposed. .• ' , , ;■ '''V 

The time however soon caine, in whi<h it was safe display the 
Puch^s Of Marlborough under the, name of AUomj' and her 
bhata^te^ itaa inserted with no great honour to the wiitePs^grati- 
tudd*',, v- ‘ , . 

,, He. pubjtohed from time to time (between 1780 and 1740) Imita-* 
ilOne of different; poems of Horace, generally with his name, and 
once, as was suspected, without it, Whoi he wOs upon idoral 
principles Bsbaineti to owUf he ought to have suppressed. Of these 
pieces it is uselesy to settle the dates, as they hj^ seldom much re^ 
lation to the times, and perhaps had been long in Ms hands. 

Thk mododf imitation, in Which the ancients are ihmiUartoea* 
by adapting tlieir sentiments to modem topi^r^v by making Horace 
, say of ShakoespeaTC wha the originally said of Ennius, and aoc^mmo- 
dsthisg lus satires on PantolAbas and Komehtauus fo the flattcreiS: 
, and prodigals of pat owa time, was first practised in the reign. *01 
Oharto^ the Second by (Hdhim and Rochester, at least I rmbambur 
no, instances more ^ncient It to a kind of middle composition,; 
i 'beiweeh trmiaiattoh and original design, which plcoBes when the 
/ thoughts ore unexpectedly applicable, and the parfdiols lucky, [ It 
neoms to have booh Fopo> favourite amusement j^fbr ho has carried 
it farther than shy former poet, 

ilc published fikewtoo a, revival, in smoother numbors* of w. 
I>onTio\ Batiro®, which was recommended to hint by the Duhwdf 
Shrewsbury wad the Earl of Oxford. They mad© no greafi^preih 
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gion on fclxe i^ubljc- Pone »eoms to have know tliej;r;iinbeoil%> 
and therefore ettppreaaed them while he was yet poi^tendinf to yise ^ 
in reputation, but ventured them when be thonght their , 

oies mo^e likely to be imputed to Donne than io himself. 

The Epistle to Dr, Arbuthnot, which seems to be derived ia its ' * 
first design fiom Boileau's Address <f i^on £spiutf was published in 
January, 1735, about a month befoj'e the death of him to whom it 
is Insodbed. It to bo regretted, that either honour or pleasure 
should Imve btH^n missod by Arbuthnot , a man estimable for his 
learning, amiable for his life, and venerable for his piety„ 

Arbutbnot was a man of great comprehenidon^ skilful in hk 
profeswion, versed in the Pcienoos, acquainted with ancient litera- 
ture, and able to animate his mass of knowledge by a bright and 
active imagination ; a scholar with great brilliance of wit; a wit, 
who, in tho crowd of ^e, letted and discovered a noble ardour of 
T4^igioup zeal. <• « 

In this Poem Pope le^ma to reckon with the public, He vindi' 
cates bims^f from cenmwos ; and with dignity, rather than ant>- 
ganee, enforces Ms own Claims to kindness and respect. 

Into this poem are interwoven several paragraplis wMch had 
becti beforo printed as a fragment, and among them the satirical 
lines upon Edison, of which the last couplet has been twice cor- 
rected. It was at first 

Who would not wnlle if fuel) a man there he t 

Who vottld not laugh 1* Mdiion vere he 2 

Then, 

Who Wou!4 not grieVS If fheh a man there he t 
g Who 'would not bugh W Addtson non* ho t 

At lost it is, 

Who but must latiifh if sath • man thite be t , 

Wlw 'aoald not netp If Attktto wo»v Iw? 

He wae at this time at open war with I.iord Hervey, who had 
distinguished himself is a steady adherent of Ibo ministry; and 
being offended ot a contempts us answer to one of his pamphlets, 
bad summoned IMlteney to a dutt. Whether he or Pope maao tho 
first attack, peibape cannot now be easily known ; ho had written 
an invective against Pope, whom he calls, ** Hard as thy heart, and 
as ih) birth obscuro and hints that bis father was a ftnUm To 
this, Pope wrote a reply in verso and prose ; the yersos are in this 
poem; and tho prose, though it was ^wer sent, is printed aifiong 
hb Letter'^ but to a cool reader pf tho prcsexit time it estbibiis 
notbiriff but tedious malignity. 

His Wt Satirtis, of the general kind, were tw'o Dialogues, named 
from the yoai in which they were pubU*died, Seventeen Hundred 
and Tfairty-eighV’ In these poems many are praised, and many re- 
proached, Pope was then entangled in the opposition ; a follower 
of the Prince of Wales, who dined at his houae^ and the friend of 
vmy oMrttctcd i^ud censuf ed the of tl^e A^iukterfi. 
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Mrfciality wan too plainly ihewn : ho fovgot tlia prti- 
to<}e with whioh he paj»ed« in m wBer yoate> unii^jured am un- 
4iSmiihgf through mnoh more con&ots of ftwffciun. 

In the htet jDialo^e^ having an o|]fpo|tumiy of praieing Allen of 
he ajaheil hin leave to mention him as n man not xtlnstnous 
hy any merit of hie ancef tors, and eallcd him in hia verses " low- 
born Alloh.'' Men arc seldom eatisfled with praise iiitrodueod or 
ihllotved by an^ mention of defect. Allan seems not to have taken 
any pleasure m his epithet, which was afterwards softened into 
"humble Allen.’* 

In the second Dialogue ho took some* liberty with one of the 
Foxes, among others ; which, Fox, in a reply to Lyttleton, took an 
opportunity of lepaying, by reproaching him with the friendship of 
a lampooner, who scattered his ink without fear or deconoy, and 
against whom he hoped the resentment ofiiihe boghlature would 
cjUickly he discharged. ♦ 

About this time, Paul Whitehead, a Kmall poet,- was faummoined 
before the Lords, for a poem, called "Manners,** together with* 
Dodsley, his publiFher. Whitehead, who hung loose up^m pociety, 
f culkea and escaped ; but Dodrieyk jghop and family made his ap- 
pearance necessary, lie u'as. however, soon dismissed : and the 
whole procesa was probaldy intended lather to intimidate Pope, 
than to punish Whitehead. 

Pope never afterwards attempted to join the patriot with the 
poet, nor drew his pen upon etateamen. That he doahted from bis 
attempts of rolormafcion, is imputed by his commentator, to bin 
despair of prevailing over the corruption of the tune. He was nut 
likely to have been ever of opinion, that the power of his, satire 
would oountorvail the love of power or ol money ; he pleased him- 
self with being important and forxnidable, and gratified bometimos 
his pride, and aoinelimee his roii^ntniont ; till laSrt he began to 
think he should he uiorc safe, if be were less busTf 

The " Memoirs of Rcribierus,” published about this time, extend 
only to the liist book of a work projected in concert by Pope, $wift, 
and Arbuthuofc, who UHcd to meet in the time of Queen Anne, and 
dentHuitoated themHelvcs the "Scriblerue Club.” Their purpose 
*hra» to sanction the uhuses of learning by a fictitious Life of an in- 
fatuated Bcholar. They tv ore dispel sed ; the design was never com- 
toleted ; and VTarburton laments its iiiiBt\u*riage, as an event very 
^ disastrous to polite letters. 

If iho whole may be catimated by this bpeoimen, which seems io 
be the production of Arbuthuot, with a few touches perhaps by 
Pope, the want of more will not be much lamented ; for the follies 
which the writer ridicules are so little practised, that they are not 
known j nor oim ikt satire be understood but by the learned , he 
swises the phantoms of ab-jurdity, and then drives them away. He 
cures diseases that were never felt. 

For this reason this joint production of three great writer^ has 
never obtained mj notice mm hmkind j it to been hltlo readi 



Of - 

or w^©n read im be^firgottieo, aa no man ooi^ld bo ! 

Qt moTiier^ by rc^ebibeting itr . ' . ,; ';V 5 

The design cannot boast of much origiuaBtyJ |or, b^dof 
general ;|re»emblance io Don Quixote, there'' Will jje fonii^ m itl 
partictillkr ^>f the Ui^^toiy of Mr. OuHeJ. >•’’’' ' 'f ^ '' ‘ , 

Swift carried m much of it into Ireland ae supjjJti^ |ibn 
hints fat bib* Travelft; and with those tV world might hare {i^eii , 
iKmtented, though the refit had been suppressed. ; ! 

?ope had soug]il; for imagea ondHonUinents in a region hot knoitit , 
Jto have been exploTOd by maiijr other of the English, fniterH; he 
’ 'had , consuited the modem writers of Latin pooty^i' h class of 
authoTfi whom Boil^n had endeavoured to brii^g into contempt, 
mid who are too generally n^Jected. rope, however, was not 
ashamed of their actjaaintanch, nor ungratebil for tho advantages 
which he might have derived ftom it. A small seleotiou from tiie 
Italians, who wrdt*» in Lat^;<htbd beompubliHhcd at Londoh, ah6jl^ 
the latter end of the lfts| hentury, by a man who c(mooamd & ' 
♦name, but whom hia Prefepe shews to have been quaUfiod for hliis 
undertaking. This cpUection Pope amplified by more thlin half| 
and (1740) published it in two volumes, but injuriously omifieu hl» 
predecewor’s preface, To those books,, which had nothing but the 
mere text, no regard was paid; the authors were still neglected, 
and the editor ’^vas neither nor cenaurod. 

lie did not sink into idleness ; he W planned a work, wHoh ho 
oouhidered as subsequent to his Issay on Man/' of which he ha«' 
given this account to Dr, Swift ; 

March mu ' 

'^Tf*5ver 1 write any more Epistles in verso, one of them shall bo, 
addreBHcd to you. I have long conOterted it,: nnd begun it ; but I 
would make what hom your name aa lin^hijd as my last work 
ought to be, that is to say^ more finished, than any of the rest. 'The 
subject is large, and Will divide into four Epistles, which naturally,, 
follow the * Essay <m Man f vh. I, Of the 'Extent and Limits of 
human Heaton and Science, ' §1. A View of the uft<iful and therefore ; 
attainable, iiud of the nunsdful and therefore uiiattiiinable AHa. 
S. Of the Nature, Ends, Apj^licatiou and Use, of different Oajmd- , 
ties. 4. Of tire Use bf Learmpg, of the Science, of the World, and 
of Wit, It will conclude with a oitire againfit tho Misapplicatioh " 
of all these, tixempUnod by Ihpfcq^inai, Oharactez'B, and , 

This work io its Ml extent, being ngw affUote!| with an aattimV 
and finding the powers of life gradually dccU^ng, he had 
eouftige to undettako ; but, from the inaterii^ which be h«4 3?^ 
V«d®d, he added, at Warburton’s request, another book li^f the 
Bunclad,” of which the design ia io ridicule such studios,'^, 
either hopeless or nseleBs, as either pursuo what ia unattainabtei or 
what, if it be attained, is of no uso, , \ 

When this book was printed (174i4) the laurel Md Voon for some 
Um npwi tha pi Cibber : a mm whom jii fe? supposed 





\ ^Jh^ it«iii^tXaxw 0^ llow^^ h« 1^ 3ib^r41ly «mough 


lo )S4 tt»0w^4<)n^ Cihto; trlf^, im \h **A!^}ogW^ 
i5Qi;ft*|)li!WJW^^ Foetus mw i^f|ridt|j8, 

i '<Jau«e/^ *'l muvei have oSfetiW Iifua/' 

it atri^t Wft haen cx{»^4>d IM Tap^ thonM liay^^t^ean, in 
new in<3i4Uft«4 i»> this snbioi^aivo gentleness, Ibnt n«> m<k 

(con»eiq;neijee uppenwdl/ Thnus^h lie confecettde4 to t^ominenift 
CibTbey onooi he mcittioned liiii> aftenvarda eontenilitnoiiAly in nn'e 
of (^tiiroe, and ftjgiain In bin lipistle to Aa^bntbnoi ; nnd in 
fdnrtii boolt; tbo I)ut»cia<i'* atiaolted ium i*dfch aoriinomy, to 
irnioH iUe p^otot^fttlOli la not oflu^ily di^o^’crabK i^erlmps Ito 
ilna^tn^d that, in vidu'uUng tbo iinnrcal he aatiristd tln^ 
ivjiaia the Uurd had been ssWen, and gfattfiod that 
irtfcnUi^e with which bo alfecct'd to insnlfi the great. ^ 

SOTOiity of fehia fiafcire left (hbh«tr no longer any patieno*^. fie 
hna confiideno^ ci»ou5;h in hie fjwn powers tp believe Aet he oenW 
dSttlnrb the qnbt of liw advermry, and donhtleeft did not want in- 
etigato, who, wltboui any caio abont the vHo!t7, desired to amw 
i^eMJielves by looking on the nonteat. lie therefore gave the town 
a pan^phtet, in whuh he dccUie^ hte T<*i?o]cition from that time 
nerer to boar another blow wiihout retnrniog it, and to tire out hia 
advfta^iry by poison erance, if he cannot oonqnor hirp by etrengta. 

^0 iuwt^nt and unappoaaahle malignity of Pope he imputoa in ' 
a very clkfant c nu^c. Ajftc r the ** *rhree honra alter Marriage had 
been driven o0 tho atogo, by the ofTonce which the munxmy and 
crocoddegavc the audience, while the exploded econo was y#t feeeh 
in memory, it happened that Cibber playod Bayes in the Bchearenl; 
and. as it had been^ uanal to cjnU\t.n tho part by the mor^tion of any 
ribednt theatnoai ttau^aoUona, he eaul, that he once thought to hard 
Introduced his Iov<iih dkgutsed in a Mummy m^d « Crocodile, 

** Thk,” saya ho, Wae received with loud tdnpe* which indicated 
Ccmtwnpt of the pl.vy " Poi>f*, who waa behiud thn acencR, meeting 
him afe he left f Ik* attached bim> Sia bo taye, whU all the vini*' 
kmcd of a “ Wit out of hin sensevt;*' to which ho iephed, “ that b« 
would no other hotio * of whet wafeaaid by so particulinr a man^ 
thhu to de^‘iate^l that, ns olton at» he played that jwt, he would re- 
jpoaf ibfi <^itue pro^ ucation/ 

^ Me skews hie ophdfm fo bo, that Tt^pc wa? on© of tW nutbota at 
,iho plttv which Im realoeidy defended » and adds im idk story of 

'IVpo’S DcharJCUr tt a tavern. ^ k 

The pamphlet was written vith little power of thought or km- ; 
gttttiSO* and, if differed to rcniun without Xkotioe* would hare 
rery »<m PoiW Imd ik>w been eno«j;gh ao|[ualnted with 

hnmaai life to kk<m ii hia passion had not be^ too powerful f<i^ 
hb undet^fcauding, that,ijrain a emtontion like Ids with Cibber, if%fi 
world »©ek« notMhg but dlvendOn, which U givmi at Uie expWdi^ 
of tke bighdT When Cibber lampocmed FoiiOiiicurloab^ 

t i 
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exdted t Vhat Pospe mvHd m of 01b W J^tobody iiwjpflW, W 
in bop« that Papers aspmty might betiay hl» ptdn and IdMtji w, 
dignity, \ 

Ho ohoold iwofor e have snffcred the pamphlot to flattar and 
die, withoat ^eonfessmg that it stung him. Tho dishm^* of being 
shewn ^08 Clibbor'e autagouiat could uwr be eoropepsawd by the 
victory. OJbber had nothing to Jose ; when Pope had nxh&nsted, elt ' 
hie malignity upon him, he uould rise in the csteeni both of his 
ftiends and his cnemios. Silence only eoujd have made liim ^ 
oable; the blow which did not appear to be fhlt woul^haye been 
etfonk in vain. , 

But Pope's irraaijibuity prevailed, and he rcaolyed to tell the 
whole EogliiAh world that he was at war with Oibber; and, to ahew 
that he thought him no common adversary, he prepared no opin'* l 
moa y^geance ; he published a new edition of the Punoi&d,” in 
wMoKlhe degraded ^*UcobaU fi’om his painful pre eminence, a^d cn**. 
throned Cib5)er in his stead. TJnKaiypily the two heroes were of 
•opposite characters, and Pope was nnwHling to lose Whet he had 
nWdy written; hehaa therefore depraved his poem bygi'^g io 
Cibber the old books, the old pedantry, andtheriniggishpertmaoity 
of Theobald. 

l?ope waft ignorant enough of hia own interest, to make another 
change, and iutroducsed Osborne contendiug fbr the prise among 
the bookwliers. Oibnrne was a man entirely destitute of shamci 
without sense of any disgrace but that of poverty. He told me, 
when he was doling that which rawed Pope's resentment, that bo 
should be put into the Dunciad ” but he bad the late of Css- 
BandrftA 1 gave no credit f <» his prediction, till in tidio 1 aaw it ao*^ 
ooinpiishpdv The shafts uf satire were dirnctod equally ha vain 
agam'^t (hbber and Oshorne ; being repelled by the imponctrabio 
impud(*t)oe ol one, ahd deadened by the impassive dulncfts of the 
other. Pope confessed his own pain by Ins atifl»eT , but he gave ho { 
pain to those who had provoked him. He i^as able to hurt none but 
himself; by transierriug the saEu». ridicule Irom one to another, be , 
reduced himself to the rnsigni^cano© of hjs own magpie, who ^rom 
his cage calls cuckold at a venture. 

Oibber, aceordihg to lij% engagement, repaid the "Duuriad" with 
another pamphlet, which, Pope^Hiid, *^would bo ai^ good n« q dose 
of hartshorn to him but his tongue aud his hoar^ Wereht verb 
aime. 1 have hc'ird Hr lUchardaon relate, that he fidtehded hia,, 
father the pain lor on a visit, when one Oibbefa jpj^mpMet# okKUa 

kto the hands of Eono, who fiaid^ These thinp are my ultflrrimu'' ^ 




with anguish ; and young fiicha^on eaid to bhf&fchi^r when^they 
returned, that ho hoped to be preserved frogit ©uch divorelon aahaa 
been that day the lot ei Pope. 

Prom this time, ikding hk dieoturion more opp1rosBive,and bia vital 
powere gradually declining, he no longer strained hk faculties with 
any origiznu oomposition, nur proposed my other ami^ywent for 


tko tefvSnal Hind cwrreistioii kf Ms Ibmtf 
w^gl^ h irBtbi li^ lioeived advipci onaassbtaticis&om 
irJbom lie io have trusted Ai^d honoured io the highest 

ds^e. > 

^ He lakimiA Me %io Poem« perhaps nvithout much loss to mam- 
Wtld ; tat hfa Sero was Brutus the Yrbian, aofectrdimg to a rldiou- 
lotis dotlooi established a c«d{,my*iii Britain. The subject therefore 
was of the fabulous age ; the actoiB were a race upon whom imagi'' 
matioh has been exhausted and attention woaned« and to whom tim 
mind will mot easily be recalled^ when it is invited in blank vetme^ 
which Pope Hhd adopted with greal imprudonce, and, I think, wilSh- 
chit due ocnsideration of the nature of our language. The sketek 
hr, at least in part, preserved by Ruffbead ; by which it appears, 
that Pope Was t houghtle^s enough to model the names of his heroea^ 
with twminationB not consl^ent with the time or country in wMck 
he places them. 

He lingered through the nest year; but perceived himself, ae he ^ 
exjiresws it, ** going down the hill ” He had for at l^ast five years 
been ailUoted with an asthma and other disordors, which his physi* 
oians were unable to relievo Towardn the end of hia life he con* 
eultod Dr, Thomson, a man who h id, by large promises, and free 
oensures of the corimon practice of physic, iorced hitnHOlf up into 
euddeh reputation Thomson declared his difi^emper to be ^ dropsy, 
and evacuated part of the water ^ tinofeure o4 jalap , but confessed 
thit his belly did not subside. Thomson had many enemies, and 
Popo Was petunadod to dismiss him. 

While he was yet capable oi amusement and conversaHon, as he 
wee one day sitting in the air with Lord Bohngbroke and* Lord 
Karohmont, he sew hisfavourito MartUi Blount at the bottom of 
the ierrapo, and asked Lord Bolingbmke to go and band hot up* 
Bohngbn>ke, not liking his on md, croaked his legs and sat still j 
but Lord Marohmont. who '^ras younger and less captious, waited on 
the lady, who, when he carao to her, asked, ** What, is he not dead 
yet?” Bho is staid to haio neglected him, with shameful unkind* 
ueas, in the latter time ol his decay ; yet, of the little ho had to 
leave, »hc had a very gieat part. Their acquaintance began early ; 
iha life of each was pictured on the other's mmd ; their t'on versa* 
tion therefore wOa endearing, for when they met, there was an im^ 
mediate coalition ot concenial notions. Perhaps ho considoied her 
nnwlUlngnesa to approach the chamber of sickness aefemale weakne a, 
or human frailty ; perhaps was conscious 1 o himi*elt of peevish* 
nets and impatience, or, though ho was offended by her inattention# 
might yet comtider W merit as ovcEbalancing her fruit i mid, if ho 
hod Oufibred his heart to be alienated from her, be could have found 
nothing that might Ml her place ; he could only have shrunk within 
Mmaelf 9 it was too late to tranaler his conMcnce or fondness. 

Jlay, ljU, Ma death was approaching* ; m the tSxth^ he wa» 
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h%itiil^x«^i^ '<ai|:.<ih«‘w% of «ia.n 4 ',jteo,,i 
l^ailodV iUroDir^ » ^ ^ 

tod Xt;l^ 

' He said thAt hi'» gre^ipei^il ^ 

‘ vm kitolliy' t^' ihxak* '• K “ '■ -^W 

1 sometimes wept ov<»r Uiift iii this siifcjtife ,0f ^ . 

) tod by Speace, tiaati roi>e, at the iati^XisailKdoa ^ 

M» m ^lirionsness, was always saying soiuethin^ kind *eitk«Mf of ixis 
yya^ i^fe or alwent friends, and that liis linmAhity so^mted to hafo, 
fiutrvived his understanding, answered, ‘'It kss so.*' Ajj 4 added, ‘*1. 
' neVar in my life know a man that had so tender a heart for hiS par** 
tle^ar friends, or more general friejjdship for mankind/^ At ano- 
ther idwn? said, “ I have known Pope these thirty yearn, and va^ne 

myseljP more in his friewlship than ” His gi-iof then sappressed 

his voioOit , ■ ’ ( , ' - 

d?biW expressed imdouhting confideiioe of a future state, 

by his friend Mr. Hooke, a papist, wlietUor he wohld not die 
,like his fiither and mother, ' aud whether a priest shotild not he 
called ; he answ^ered, ** 1 do not think it is ementiah hut it will he 
■ '^ery right ,* and I i hank you tor putting me in mind i)f it"* ' ; 
in the morning, after the priest had given him the last saci^ 
itoBts, ho said, There is nothing that i4 meritorious hut virtue 
and llpioadship, and indeed friendship itself is only li part of 
virtue. ’*^ 

He died in the jsveuing of the thirtieth day of May, 1744^ W 
pl&eidiy, that the attendants did not discern the exact time of Ihis. 
expiration. He w^as buried at Twickenham, near his fiitlmr aad’ 

' ateotheff where a monument has been erected |&o him by his (Siim* 
'lOentatoT, tho Bishop (d ilioucester, , ' ' 

He left the earo of his papers to his executors; drst to Lprd 
BoHngbrokc ; and, if he should not be living, to the Karl of Match- 
undoubtedly expectimj; them to be p*'*'*^ ^ *he trust, and 
eager to extond hM fame. But no man dtvuru ef 
ycind his life. Aftijit a decent time, Hodsloy tho bookS^aUiir whhi to 
Boiieit preference isw the pnijiii^herv ond was told lhaft the patoei had 
no^ been, yet inspected,; and, whatever was the reasoh, th^ Wor^ h*^. 
disappointeti of w iiiCt was ** reserved mr t he nex^.^gc/* { ‘ 

, He lost, indeed, tao Cavr,ur of BoUugbrokc by u of 
meusi oiTehce. The political pamphlet called ‘‘ The'lhictxd'^;^|!l^ 

, 'had his hands that ho mifiht procu^.thflfi^UWi^W 

Ufa Very few, copies, to be distributed, accovdi]^ th fhe toepor^fi^m- 
‘ df^lijQkn, hh* friend^!, and Pope assured him, that to ^ 

' pHnW: f ban wore sHowCd- ;• but, som^' «ffe'er ’hi«' de(si^,;^h^' 

brought and ’i?nsign&d.a'COinpU;te ediuto of 
o<l^pieS| which ^*ope had ordered him to prlpVtod' ** 0 tain in 
HSjkept^,to''W:a 8 >>.b 0 «rved, his ehgagnmtot t«i,xpj;>c/betteir'i^^ Pcp^:> 
had kepi if 'tp ’"tk* ir?.^nd t m]wl nothing was "fenhwit df transad* ■ 
'ddath of';^ k0;0il0^i^p.med£,oh . 



; yw^ Trtiok i 

;- Bim %f0k^ ; >'V:\ r.; ;r ' ''i / '■),•’ ^'' 

vioUted faitb ; -mentfi»ent 

^'’.tSe fiolilj# m<>r» loved' or 'more Btit . bii;e''.tSiL-;f; 

anger BtopiJOcH ; the^njftry was prftato^ nr^ '* 

little danger £rom the oxarapM. ' -.a,, 

' ^ , Bolittghr«>;e, l^yoivev^r, wat> not yci satiafietl ; his thirst of %mge* 
ahce excited him to h^as^ the memory of the man over whoi^,^;; ’ 
hadive|it'in'^i8 l«i*t Btnigglea; and ho employed Mallet; 
frkjnd of Pope, to tell the tale to the public with hll 
'. tiona WaabuJ*ton, whoso heart waa warm with his legaby*,;!®!# V; 
tender by the recent separation, thought it proper for l^im 
poflo I and uudcrtook.i^ot indeed to vindicailft the actioii, for br«|i^*’‘{ 
Of trust hs$ alwi^yrj ^methidg criminal, but to extenuate it % 
apology. advanced what cannot be denied, that morsd obfr 'j 

qu%,i^.1-S3o more or less excusable by the motive« that 
i|n Js^ w^uirtiB what evil xmrposo could have induced Pope to break ''■ 
f.%^ promise- He oould not delight his vaiuty by usurping thh,yroirk^ 
which, though not sold in shops, had been shewn to a hiimWr 
, than Piifhokmt to preserve the autiior’s olaiia ; ho cbuld not.gtnji^ ; 
his avanco, fi>rli« cmild not sell bis plunder till Bolingbiw? , 
dead ,* and even thou, if the copy wa« l<!ft to another/‘.hi»/Jr«wl ^ 
would be defeated, aud il left to himself would be u8olfi8«: ' 

■ Wairbtirtnn therefore MUpposcs, with great appeagan^ df rei!^> i 
that ihairW^tiiUrity of his conduct proefc^eded whofty from h|8 zeai», 
f^>f Botinghwoi who might perhaps have destroyed the pampb3N?> ;: 
which J?<»pe thought it ins duty to preserve, even without its 
tho/ft approbation, 'Do ibis apology an answer Wki^wr|tten in 
" iett^r to iho, most impudent Man living ”• 

.. 'Me brought SOW'? roproaoh upon hi» Qwm imu^ty % ihopetult^^t 
and oputemptuous montiou made in hm will of rMw Allan, 
niVocted regsaynmnt cl hte l>enefrtctiiihk Mrs.' Blduht? knowW'^ 

frieud; and Jayourite of Tope, had been invit^^d tlm 
Allen, 'p'icr^Aa. pom ported herHolf witiiRnch indbitolt i^rtoga^l^ 
p^tadMm Mrs. Allen ^nasl^ato of irreeohcimblodhiii'^fl;; 
»n|d thj0, dbdr nwtti for ever barred against her. This exdlusIM 

much bitternt^as to refuse any JogEwjy ^ 

with a disavowal of obligatioa .tO/' 

'iShvihg'beten loiftigJbader Hew dominion, now totfieHt^dmftjs^d^Spte; ’ 
to resist the viokuco of her tomper><>f 
• \'witliw 'jj^udiha^pf.uiover*. persuaded that sHchiid'Sdffewd im* ' 
jvrpp^rSi^oatm^HV her demajid, anipoUhkd Hif 

- will ■ Alien' acccmned 't'Ue wIuqH'H^ 

C^ve/to iha^ll«wita]tftLBatb, obsorving 'that l?apa with'arw'Ays,a k# '■ 
itJliiJO'lio'Hadput a cipher mpiPe# I' 

(The p^b of Shfe k weB to Havo '^mx fey thh 
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misoali h»L in lii^ aconniaii «f t]tu» 

; paJt^ inf «]piw, *att4 hf moiSk^ la 4o8W^ afe pmnl^- 

■' m% tot lato, Ho hmmio hjben in kls 

I: toiiO Tiwof a<ion8tilution Originaujr fepWc ^ 

' ' a|%npaa of a tondor framo oto eofa^lv distorted* ^ 

#<iii pi:ObiMy in* part the eftecfc of hie ajjpuoafciott* ‘0k Ittihttiftk i#aiS ' 
I jso low^ io bring him io a Icf o1 'with oommOft iabloai it Whs 
to raiao his scat. Bni his face was uot diaplea^ai;, imd 
i 14a oyott wore animated and vivid. ^ 

Bf »atmal deformity, or atxidcnUl distortion, his vital fonotlOi^ 

I Wisrt so much disordered, that bis life was a long disease/' Hxfi 
,' xnost fre<(uentiwfiailmeiit was the headaoh, which he used to relievo 
J by inhaling the steam of collee, wliioh he very frequentlpr re^nired. » 

’ JUbst of what can be told conceTning his petty pecnliarijfems was 
oommunioaiod by a fehude domesbo m the Bari of Oxford^ who ^ 
‘ Weir him perhaps afttT the middle of lile. He wa*! then so vttfkk 
^ as to stand in p» rpetual need ot it male attendance ; extremely sem* 

' *eible of cold, so that he wore a Hn<i of fui doublet, under a shirt of 
. very coarse warm linen with fine sleeves. M’^lien ho roso, he was 
; invested in boddice made of stiff canvaJ^ being scarcely aWo to hold 
' himself erect till they were Ucod, and he then jmt on a flannOl 
wM^tcoat. One aide was coniraottd. liUs Icsgs word so slondor, 
that he enlarged iheir bulk witli three pair of stockings, which 
wme drawn »n and off by the m ud, for he was not able to dress hr 
undrew himseW, and neither went to bed nor rose withoafc help. 
His weakness made it very difccult for him to bo clean. ^ ^ 

Ills hair had fallen almost all away; and he used to dine somo^ 

' times with Ijord Oxford, privately, m a velvet cap. Hit dress of 
ceremony uas black, with a tie-wig, and a Uttlo sword. 

The mdulgencc and aooonimod.iiion whioh hissiokaess required^ 
hi)^ taught mm all i^e unpleaiing and nn^iocdal quaUtic^ of a vale- ^ 
tudmaiy man. He expected that cry thing saould give way to ^ 
his esse or humour ; as a child^ whoso pureuta ral not hear her cry, 
im m uniesisted domimon In ibo nursery 

O’eftt (jue Voofant toujt'tnru esi hoinm« 

^ C est quo Vhommip ust tu i^oura tnttuit, 

^ r> ' 

Wheh he wanted to sleep he "nodded in company ahd oaaoe ' 
riumberod at his own table while the Prince of ‘was tudking J 

?he*wputdtion which hie friendships gave procured him iufny ^ 
inriitations; but he was a very tioablesome inmate. He Brpnght . 
no ssrviuit, and bad eo many wants, that a attmDlanoe ; 

iM ^caircely able to supply them. Wherever no was, ho 1# no , 
foM fbr another, boewdse he exacted the attontioh, and <fajjfldyod j 
the activity of the whole family Hta errands ifero so iNquuni ; 
and iG4v(^uS, that the footmen in time avoided and nkgjiMed 
him ; and the Usd of Oxf«Med dischaiged swan of tho semnts for J: 
their resrfiute refoMlid'hlsineesa^ Thn|KMd#i» when they hj»d 
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\ a^ii tifllto wd^ iblai %w[^^ 

f l^tt|lhmrtl!iMjJ)!> ; Iml ^0 im Iticwfetic^ mt vjf^ h£ 4 «^ ; 

depUrfid, l^oim the hst 

! hiA ftlie tv'oidd tii0t 91^ fyr mgi$»* 

f U0 jb^d ^jimiAet faulty j^ddeat ti) thuae fh<ii» ^nffednif 
x&Ui0]^ tldulc thdiuaohbd oniiti^d tu wluit d$a«tiUrea tWoaki, 
iliatch : he t ^»0 iudd^Ut to hl$ api^etito : ho lovod meat l&hly 
seasoned, and of httpM taate « and, at the iutei^vals n( the ta^e, 
amnted TWtnajIt nrlth weouite aud dry oonaerV#, If be jsat do^ 
to a wie^ of dlaho^i, ho would oppreca hie atomaiii yrm depletion y 
and wu^h he Be0i^4Bg:i7 when a dram tm orated himi did not 
torbear ^ drink it Hw frienda, who knew the aTennea to hit 
hm^ wnperod him with Bieeente of luxi#y, which ho did not 
eudhr ^ stand hogloeted. xle death of mat men is not always 
proportioned to the luatre of tht.ir lives, llonnibal, eaya iuvenih 
aid not perieh by the sword , the daughters of Canm were revenged 
by a ring* The death of Tope was imputed by Some of hia fiionda 
to a ailrwr sattuepahi in which it was^^hit delight to heat potted 
lampreys. 

That he loved too well to oat, is certain ; but that hm sonsnallt^ 
shortened his life wUl not ho hastily concluded, when it i '>*omem*‘ i 
herea that a eonformation «o irregular lasted six^d fifty yearn, 
notwimtaiiding such pertinacious diligence of study ^d modi* 
tatiou. j i 

In nil his intercomo With mankind, he had great dolight in ati^ 
fiici!^ and endoavotixed to attain all Mh purposes by indirect and 
nnsuapeoted methods^ ^Ho hardly drank tea without a stratagem,” 
tt at the house uf friends, he wanted any accommodation, he was 
not ’irilliug to fwk for it In plaip term hut wmdd lueniion it ror* 
mutely, aii soinothing inconvenient ’ though. When it wa^i procured, 
he soon m ide it appear for uhoee sake It had been recommended,-^ 
Thus he teased Loid On cry till he obtained a screew* Ho praetised 
his arts on such small occasions, that Lady BoUngbroke used tos<w, 
that ♦^he played the politician about cabbages and turnips/’ Hk 
unjustifiable impressmn of the Patnot King,’ as it can be im- 
puted to ho pa^oulai motive, mujit have proceeded from h!tk 
habit of seertsy and cunning ; ho caught an opportunity «d 
imd pleased himself with the thou^t oi c^irittu^ 

or convivial conversation, it does not dppenr that he 
excelled. He may be said to have resembled Biyden, os bring not 
one that ws^ distingtdshed by vitamty in company It is remark- 
able, that so uoar his Ifime, so mneh should be known of what he 
has writirii, and Httlo of what ho has said ; traditicmal memory ^ 
retains no sallies or rniUery, nor sentences of observation , nothing 
either pointed or soli4 mtlmr wise or many* One apophthegm 
(m}f Jfb«& w «l>j«ri4o9, iM <«4ast wi 
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iiifidH'ptSoii irsA Me«4«4 W tlM 

« PatUcki” H li(»^o refcf^r^«^^’'-4h|kfc **%^ WoW s®w ^ 
i%^ (litJididiittty U kn&ff 

but »«j 4 iilf iW()i tiroBifds jy^t 

!Al^ ‘ntA ^ot^ul dnd oaefW di4pl6a<4&d, aiKl fttUn^ed W 

cs^Hdio^y *^tttful Ho Wott?d eomdtimel leartw 
eS&kiiy, uo one eoiil<l tell why, aiwi isas t« be <.‘<mJid<tbi^k by wxt 
lettdJfB aud meo^'afce than the footmen wwc wilting td ohm, 
table Wife indted lufhfcfced by bady Maty WotUey, wfa.h’^he tlm 
friend of Lady (Hford, and wbo, kuoirm^ bis jvewvishnetj^, cotdd by 
no eutuntioM be resti*mned from <x>ittrfiulctii\g biih*<tdl thelf^dle- 
Jiutes were ftharjeued to ^ach ae|>onty> that ouc ortheotbet rjuitted 
the hotme 

He somotrme'^ coftdeerendod to be jiocuKr with pervau!^ Of irtfe- 
yiote , but by no mmimeut, either of oth< re or his ow, KTae be 
ew seen txmted to laughter ^ ♦* 

(>f hie domeatio x^boTaofcor, fru^^aliiy wna a jiart omiuerttly remask* 
able. Having detemined not t » be depi »mK nt, he detonnined u<»t 
to be itt want, nnd tetetoro winlv and * kagn'in^njoual^ re)ect^;d all 
tem|itaUonf to expeti'*« nnauitiblo to hw totfune This gfb^ral 
care Eiu^t be unhertally apfU’oted , but jfc '‘lomoUmelii appeared Itt 
f etty artiftees of jiaroimony, am h tbo prurtloo of tfHtmg biy 
ooinpo'nfeiotth on the backs of am miy be fe» n in lW 

ing cojy of to ** Illud,” by which pith .pe in fi^o jeirn T/tfc idiU* 
Imge wwro saved ; oi m a uljgndlv rwptnm ol Im frleudu, and 
eoanUnesa of euteTtamment, an, wlcsi be had t^o gueeU jba hie 
» havm, ho tefc a einslc pmt upon U o i ildc{ hnd, lu^nig ttoJh twj 
8mal\ glofeftCfl, vonld let’ re ind say, ** Gentle on, 1 {^^atr vou to 
yoiir wino” Tot he tells hw fnoude, tot ‘^he h'ts a heart for 
all, a house foralJ> and, tvhaUVcr tU^‘r uiay think, a fortune 
foj all ” 

He ftomotimof, bow^^ver, lu^dc a splendid dinner, md jb »uid to 
have wiiustecl no nart of to skiU olc^sanco wdiith such perform 
aftoca Tt quire Th it thift «fii'*wiic tonld be oft»*n diapkytd. 
that ohihiiito pindence witl w* ich be condiKted hi« afiabs nonla 
not liemil , fox his n‘ven te, eutiua nud cunil, amounted only to 
about eipht hunditd p«Hmd»ayeAi, of which bon ever h*" doiilr^ila 
bbaeelf io he ahlo to asKogn one hundred to fh^rity 

Of thik fortune, which it armc %>m public ijippTobktiion, W«8 
\ery honourably obtained, hie i]ndi,.uuatiou ^ocxns to huve been to 
full , It Would be hard to liud a man, i j much «utttl« d to noto 
bis wit, ilut ever deilighU so miu h Su talking of hU lUuiiey- fU hS 
Jottorfl md in 1 w poems hie garden aiid his giotto, Ida onlu<*iim* 
and hw vmey, or «onn» hinU of hw opubmee, we always to tofouud 
The gi eat topu ot lus udioule 10 poierty to ttbaea Wiibwhiob 
boMmtoshiSimtngoniftN arc their dehte, tor hkbl’tothm k 
the Mint, and their w mf ot a ibwier He to bo of an opi*- 
aiou mi voiy nneommon m the woild, tot to Vaut m to 

want wry thtng, 
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Kaact io iht pl$««ura of oout^mi^ating tiis pog 0 ^ioto»> mam to 
]{>e tbnt of onumok’i^tiog of 5ig]|i wk 'vvKIoh ke mB 

aoquaiMo4 and >f)|*oJ>o aotloo lou4Iy pro^jlaims »ot to bate boon 

obt?viu*»ll?y niBy pmotioos of u^eanijitOM br gerviUtyr ; wldck 

was dfl^ikd to bO tyuo, ^ Vh|(A v<T*y few poet;* bavftevet 
aspired. t*ow® nOfTBsn set geniiis to sale, he never flattered tboso 
wfiom he diff ho| love, o'r jowti^td tho«io whom he did jiot esteem,-^ 
Savage however remarkea, tlui’ho began a little to relax his dig* 
niiv, when he wr<4e a distich fui his ^'Iligbnow' I>og,” 

Ais admiration <d the (iboat ^oalna to have iocroased In the 
advance of lie piiased ovoi peer® and staieamen* to inscribe 
his Iliad*’ to Congreve, with a magnaniinity of which the praise 
had boon complete, had his friend** virtue been equal to his wit — 
Wb> ho was Ao^en for so great an honour, ft is not possible nowio 
Know; l%Cre is no trate in literary history ^f qiiy particular inti- 
macy between them, 'I'ho name of Congreve appears in the Kjetters 
among tho<ic of his other friends, but without uiny obsemWe die- 
ImHion or consrq umcc. « 

Yo his latter works, however, he took care to annex namos dignb 
fled with titles, but was not very happy iu his chmec ' for, except 
Cord ?.ithbiirst, none of hU noble fneflds wore such aS that a good 
man would wish to liavc hin intuaaov with tlnem known to poefco^ 
ntyi ho can dorivo littlo honour fiom the uptice of Oohh^, Bar* 
hogton, or Bolir>gbr4>ke. 

(H his sccul (luabfcxcs if an estimate be nude from hlft X^etters, 
an opinion <00 tivouruble eaunot easily frumed j they exhibit a 
perpetual and unclouded clTulgonce of gettcr-d benevolence, and par 
tit nUr foiidne^ S- There is nothing but iibeulity, grdi itude, charity, 
and ttfndvTiie.'>9. It h is been ^0 loug said as to bo commonly bofleved, 
that the true characietuof raon aie to bo found in their letters, and 
that ie who ariton to lus friends i.i)s hie hear^ open bi'fore them. 
But the truth i«», that such were the simple fneudships of tho 

Golden Age/* and are non tho fiiondshipa only of children. Very 
few boast of hc'Kt^ which they daie lay open to thomschoB^ and of 
whuh, by whattv^ r ^cident exposed, they do not shun a dietinot 
and continued view i«d, cortainly, what wo hide from cuitehes^ 
we do not 4bew to onr faonds. There is, indeed, no transaction 
which offers fettougor teuiptatlou to fallacy and ^(»pliistl cation than 
epistolary intcroourio. In the eagerness t>f (‘onveraa^on the hrsfe 
emotioufe of tho mind oflicn burst out befote they are oonsnderedj 
in the tumult of bumnefc, itd(.nFt and puflhjon liave their genuine 
ClTeot, but d Iricndly letter Is a calm and deliberate porform^acn In 
the ooU of loiKuie, in the stilluetis of solitude, and safely uo man 
Cits down to depreciate try design hia own character. 

Friondsbip has uo tendency to gcotire veracity; far whom cftU 
ft man BO much wish to bo thought betUr thim ho i?, as by him 
wliAiHo kindness bo doi^iw to gain or knep 1 Facu in writing to the 
world them is 1<?B4 con^itraint ; the author is not confronted with 
hk mdori hht chance of approbation among the |);iflerent 
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xtW oy . '' 

,<JispoBUi6iiS a Letter is addr^dl ?iS> a^fci^e 
mind of whicli the prsjndiceB a®d ;i}ifenikIitJies 'aTe toapwii and / 
mast ttoefims pleafle^ lf not by faTOuring tlem> by ibrbtoiiag to 
, ojijpse'iKiom. >’ / ■ . • :"''' ' 

, TO oixairgo those favoarable represeaiatidiiSji .wMcb, liim give to* 
their: 5) Wn minds, with the guiJt of hypooritlcal flSiehdod^ would , 
.ihew more severity than knowledge. The writet'comjjxmljr fe^ '” 
lieves himself. Almost .every msn^s thoughts, while they' airo 
general, are right; andittOBt he&rts are l>are while temp^luonls 
‘ away. It is easy to awaken fftwieroas eenidnlentB in fUivaey s to • 

. despise death when there is hoSiing to he given. Wjulo such ideas 
are formed they are. felt; and self love does not suspect the gleam 
of virtue to be the meteor of tocy. 

If the Letters of Pt^are considered meitdy ns compositions, 
they seem to be prepsioditated and artihcial. Ik is i^ng to ^ 
ivrite, because there is something which tho mind wishes to dis- 
charge ; and another, to solicit the imagination, because^ oeretuoh^ 
or vanity xeqLtiires something to be written. Pope confoito Mi 
early Letters to be vitiated with affcckUmi and amUHon : to know 
whether ho disentangled himself from these perrerters of epis- 
tolary integrity, hia books and Ms life panst be sot in comparison. 

One of his thvourite topics contempt of his olvn poetry. For 
this, if it had; been real, he would deserve no recommendation ; and 
in this he was certainly not ^nc^e, for his high value of himself 
was suificently observed; and of what could he bo proud but of , 
his poetry ? lie writes he 8a)’8, when ho has just nothing else to 
do yet Bwift complains that he was never at leisure fot eoiiyor- 
aatioip because he had "always tome poetical scheme Jn his head. 
It was punctually required that his wntlng-box should be set upon 
his bod before he rose ; and Lord Oxford'^ domestic related, that 
in the dreadful winter of Forty, she waa o^led <Tom her bed by 
him four times in one night, to supply "^th paper, lest he 
should lose a thought. ' 

He pretends insensibility to rensnre and criticism; thorugh it was 
obsorved by all who knew hirn, that every pamphlet disturbed his 
quiet, that his extreme irritability laid him open to perpetual vex- 
ation ; but he wished to despise Ms critics, and thcr^ore heped 
that he did. despise them. . 

As he happened to live in two reigns when the Oorrrt paid Httle' 
attention to poetry, be nursed in his mind a fooliah disofiteem of 
Kings, and proclaims that "he iievcn,sccB Courtfc'^ Yet a Uttle . 
regard shewn him by tho Prince. of Wales melted his obdutfi^y; 
and he had not much to say when ho was asked by his Boyal High- 
ness, "How could he love a prince while he dhUfced kings f' . . , 

Ho very frequently professes contempt of the world, and repre- 
sents himself as looking on mankind, sometimes with gay indiner- 
enoo, m on emmets on a hillock, below Ms seriom attention : and 
sometimes with glooi^ indignation, as on momtosi more worthy of 
hatred ^ban pi^i. fhm ifere dispositwns «$pgrentiy 
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Blow c<mld hd deej^isfe tkwre wlxoJiii Hved by |>ld«wih»g^, 
imd,Qa^h^^jgor6l)atiott to esteem of himelf was sttpci*stn3eted I 
^ose &Tiour be owed his honour, and 
^ to ea8e,1;'p0f jldung^'jthit teraaiiiate iu human life, the world w the 
, jujOliglJintoj if it were possible, is Hot 

just i^'audSifewetp^^^^^ ia not .possible. I%e was tkr enough, 
,. ^’om this unreasonable teiUp^ ;’ he y^m 6uliioSently,<||#bo^ io Fan<’» 
nnd his fault was, that he prett%,dedLto neglect it, llis levity and 
hiftTsuUonueBB werepulydu uIb letters 5 he passed through oommon 
life, eometimes, veie4* aiud aometime* pleased, with tne natural 
emotions of cjj^mmoii men, i* 

His scorn of tho Great is repeated too often io be teal ; no man 
thinks much of that which he despises ; and as falsehood is always 
in danger of inconsistency, he makes it his boast at another time 
that he lives among them. ^ > 

It is evident that his owns importance swells often in his mind. 
Ho is afraid of writing, Je*it the olcrifs of the post-olhce Should 
know his secrets t he has many enemies ; ho considerB himself as 1 
surrounded by imivereal jealousy : ‘'after many deaths, and many 
dispergions, two or three, of us/ says he^^ ^‘ may he brought toge- 
ther, mot to plot, but to divert ouisolles, and rhe world too, if it 
pleases and they can live together, and “shew what friends wits 
may be, in spite of all the fools jn the world.” All this, while it 
Was likely that the clerks did not know his band; he oermioly had 
no n^ore enemies than a p^lbliu character like his inevitably ex- 
^ cites; and with what degree of friendship the wits might live, 
very few were so much tools as ever to inquire. . 

Some part of ^ this nreteoded discontent he teamod from 
and expresses it, 1 think, most frequently in his oorrespondence 
with him, Swift’s resentment waa unreasonable, but it was .sincere ; 
Tope’e was the mere mimickry of his friend, a fictitious part which 
he began to play before it became him. When ho was only twenty- 
five years old, he related that “a glut of study and retirement had 
thrown him on the world/ and that there was danger, lest “a glut 
of the world sIkmiM throw him back upon study snd retirement” 
To this Swift answered, with great nropriety, that Pope had nob yet 
noted or suffered enough in the world to have become weary of it- 
And, indeed, it must have been gome very powerful reason that can 
, drive Imck to solitude him who has once enjoyed the pleasures of 
'society.* . 

1 In the I.iett6r8 both of Sw^ft and Pope there appears such narrow* 
ness of mind, as makes them insansiblo of any excellence that has 
not some afiinifcy with their own, and confines their esteem and ap- 
probation to so small a number, that whoever should form hia 
opinion of their age from their representation, would suppose them 
io have lived amidst ignorance and barbarity, unable to find among 
their contemporaries either virtue or intelligence, and persecuted 
by those that could, not understand them. 

1Yhen Pope mupuurs ut the worlds when he professes contempt ' 
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of £MBtq, When hoiipeabf of rioicH? and porerty, kicisei® f^d 
appaiutment With negligent indifference/ be ccHainij doea bol ex* 
pim hie habitual and settled resentments, but either wilfujly di»* 
guim hie oWn oharacter^^ or, what is more likely, ipveste himaelf 
with temporary qualitiea, and salliee mt in the tscdeim of the piw- - 
sent monieiifc. llie hopes and fears, hie joys and, s6ri?oW8i, act^ 
Btong^ npoi^hie mind ; and, if he differed from Others, it Wai nOlJf , 
by oiwSiessncsa he was irritable and rpsentful ; his -malignity tn 
rhiUpe, whom ho had first* made ridiculoi^, ^and then haled ht [ 
being angry, contiinmd too long. Of his vam desire to make Ben^ 
ley contemptible, 1 never hehrd any adequate reason, He was 
Homorimt's wanton iu his attacks; and, bei'ore Chandos, Lady Wt>r|- 
ky, and Hill, was mean in his retreat. 

The virtues which reem to have had most of his affeotions were 
liberality and fidelity -f^f iriendsbip, in which it does not. appear 
that he was oilier than he dcsoriboa Inmaelf. His fortune ilid not' 
suffer Ms charity to be splendid 5ind conspicuemfi ; but he assisted 
Dodsley with a hundred pounds, that he might open a shop; and, 
of the subscription of forty pound? a-yenr that he raised for Savage^ ; 
twenty were paid by himself He was accused of loving money ; 
but his love was eagerness to gain, Uot fjOlicitude too keep it- 

Jn the duties of feendship he was jmlous and constant; his early . 
maturity of mind oommmiiy united him with mou older than 
self, anil therefore, without aihiMing my oonjiderable length of 
life, he saw many Ciimpanions of his youth riuk into the grave ; but 
it docA not appear that he lost a single friend by wlinm or by 
injury ; those who loved Mm once, continued their kindnesa His 
UMgrateful mention of Allen in hk will, Was the effect of his adhe* 
renoe^to one whom he had known much longer, ojM whom hen ;itur^ 
ally loved with greater fondnesst His violatjou of the trust re- 
posed in him by lloliiigbroko could hgive no motive incoiBsistent 
with the warmcHt affection ; he either thought the u<jtion so near 
to indifferent that he forgot it, or so laudable that lie expected Ms 
friend to approve it. ^ 

It was reported, with such youffdenoo as almo-st to enforce belief, 
that in the papers intricstr'd to Ms executors w’as found a defamatory 
Life of iSwift, which he had prej^ared as an iuBtrument of venge- 
ance, to be used if any provociitiou should be ever given, About 
this t inquired of the Karl of Marchinont, who assured me that .nO, 
such piece was amo^ hk remnins, ' /' 

The religioa in whbh hu lived and died wa.^ Ijmt of the OhttVdh’' 
of Born©, to which in hk cotrcspoodettcc with Bacitto he profess 
himself a sincere adherejnt. That be was not «cnipMous)y pioutf 
in some part of his life, is known by many idle uhd indecent appH* 
CorionB of sentences taken from the Bcriptiires ; a* mode of merrb 
meut which a good man dreads for its profan ©uoss, and a Witty man 
dkfkina for its eariuess and vulgarity. But to whatever levities he 
has boon betarayed, it does nut appear that hk pfincipks were ever 
cojrruptod, or that he ever lost hk beUef of H^yektiom The pw 
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from Bolingbr^kift bo «ooiqb not tO haro 
nndorgtood, and wao ^leaBod tvith’ an interpretation that mada 
thorn ortliodox. 

A mail of each exalted (mperiorjfcy, and so little moderation, 
would nattirali^ have all his dolinqnencies observed and aggravated; 
those who oonld not that ho ym excellent, would rejoico to 
find that ho wa^ not ^tfeci. ^ 

Perhaps it may bo imputed to the uuwilUngn^ with which the 
Same mfen is, allowed to poasm murny^ advantages/ that his learning 
has been depreciated. He certainly was, lu hjs early life, a man of 
great literary cariosity : and, when he wrote his ^‘Kssay on Oriti* 
cism/' had, for hi» ^tge, a very \yido acquaintance with books. 
When ho entered into the IMng world, it seems to have happened 
to him as to many others, that he wa^ lees attentive to dead mas- 
ters ; he studied in the academy of Paracebtis, he made the uni- 
verso his iavourito volume, •!!« gathered his notions fresh from 
reality, not from the cojock of authors, but the originals of nature. 
Yet there is no vf ason to believe that literature ever lost his es- 
teem ; he always profesr^od to love reading ; and Dobson, who spent 
fiomo time at his hottsa translating^ his Bssay on Man," when I 
asked him what learning he toad *'More 

than I expected.” His frequent references lo history, his allusions 
to various kinds of knowledge, and his images selected fmn art and 
natuw^^ with his observations on the operatioiis of the mind and 
the modes of,^life, shew an intoliigeuco perpetually on the wing, 
excursive, vigoTotl^/ and diligent, eager to pursue knrwlodge, and 
attentive to reiairt it. 

Prom this curiority arose the desire of travelling, to which he 
alludes in his verees to dorvae, and which, though he never found 
mi opportunity to gratify it, did not leave him till his life declined. 

, Of his intdkotual characfcmr^ tho coiiBfcituent and fundamental 
principle wub 'good setise, a prompt and intuitive perception of 
consemauee and propriety. He saw immediately, of liia own cou- 
eoptioDi, wlnit wii.=’ (0 be ono&en, m\d what to bo rejected : and, in 
the works of others, what was to be shunned, and what wa^ to be 
copied. 

But good sense alone, is a sedate and quiescent quality, which 
manages its posso-ssions well, but does not increase thenij it collect# 
few materialB for its own operations, and presorveH safely but never 
gains supremacy. Pope had likewise genius : a mind active, am- 
bitious, and advUii^rous, alj^’ays iuvviUigaUug, always aspiriiwr; in 
ite widest Kcarches atiJl longmg logo forward, in its bighoat fiights 
atill wishing to be higher; aUvnys imagining something graator 
than it knowa, always endeavouring more than it caii do. 

To assist these powers, he is said to have had great strength and 
UxactnesR of ineauu’y. That which he had heard or read was not 
easily lost; and he had befuro him not only whathis own medi- 
tations suggested, but what he had found in other writers that 
might be acconm^dated to hk present pu3q)ose. 
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These betiej^ie of s^attoce he imprered by ineessaai mi ^htrearie<i 
diligence; lie had feooitrs© to everj source of intelligence, and lost 
no opp(artnn% of Jnfomation: he consulted thd Hying as trell as 
the dead; he md his compoaitions to his friends, and was never 
content with mediocrity, when excellence could he attained. He 
considered poetry as the buriucSs of his Hfc ; anid^ however he , 
might seem to lament his occupation, he followed it with com/ 
stancy ; to make verses was his hrst Ikbour, and to mend them was, 
his last. 

From his attention tO poetry he was never diverted* If conver- ' 
aation odered any thing that could be improved, he K^ommitied it 
to paper ; if a thought, or perhaps an expression more happy than 
was common, rose to his mind, he was careful to write it ; an inde* • 
pendent distich was preserved for an opportunity of insertion ; and 
some little fragmenfca h^ve been found containing lines, or parts of 
lines,, to be wrought upon at some other time. 

He was one of those few whose labour is their idcasure; ho was 
<» never elevated to negligence, nor wearied to impatience ; he never 
passed a fault uninended by indifference, nor quitted it by dosprit* 
tie laboured his works tot to gain roputation, and afterwards to 
keep it. 

Of composition there are different methbds. Some employ at 
once memory and invention, and, with little intermediate use of 
the pen, form and polish large masses bv continued meditation, and 
write their productions only when, in their own opinion, they have 
comi>letcd tliem. It h related of Virgil, that his custom was to 
pour out a great number of versas in the morning, and.iwiss the day 
in retrenching exuberances, and correcting itiaccuraciee. The me* 
thod (k Pope, as may be collected from his translation, was to write 
his first thouglits in first words, and gradually to amplify, decorate, 
rectify, and refine them. 

With such faculties and such dispositions, he excelled eveiy other 
writer iu poetical prudence : he wrote in such a muimor ^ might 
expose him to feiv hazards, used almost .always the same fabric 
of verse ; and, indeed, by those fen cssaya which he made of any 
other, be did not enlarge his reputation. Of this uniformity the 
certain conscquoncc wiis readm<ids and dexterity. By perpetual 
practice, language had, in Jjis mind, a systematical arrangement ; * 
having always the same use for words, he had words so selected and 
combined as to be ready at his call. This increaae of facility he 
cemfeased himself to have perceived m.-the progress of his trimsla* 
tion. 

But what was yot of more importance, his ©ffaaions were always , 
voluntary, and hk subjects chosen by himself, His independence 
Becm'od him from drudging at a task, and labouring on barren topic;' ' 
he never exchanged praise for money, nor opened a shop of condo- 
lence or congratulation. His poems, therefore, were scarcely ever 
temporary. He suffered coronatiouB and royal marriages to pass 
without rx Bong ; and deriyed no opportunitieii from recent events, 
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nor any pnpulatiiy from ilic aocHental di«no«itjoniii of readaw- 
He was never reduced to the neoeesity of Boficiting tbe sun to shine 
upon a hirth-day, of calling the Graces and Virtues to a wedding, 
or of saying what multitudes have said feelore him. When he 
could prpducje nothing new, he was at liberty to bC silent 

Jlis publications were for the sainf reason never hasty. He is 
said to have sent nothing to the press till it had lain two years 
under hia inspection; it isatleasf oertain, that he ventured nothing 
without nice examination. Ho Buffered the tumult of imagination 
to subside, and the noveUiea of invention to grow familiar. Ho 
knew that the mind is always enamoured of its own productions, 
and did not trust hia first fondneas. He consulted his friende, and 
listened with great willingness .to critioism ; and, what was of more 
importance, he consiilted himself, and let nothing pass against hia 
own Judgment. * 

He profoaeed to hare learned his poetry Trom Hrydcn, whom, 
whenever an opportunity was presented, he praised through his 
whole life with an unvaried liberality ; and perhaps his character 
may receive gome iliuetration, if ho bo compared with his master. 

Integrity of xinderstanding and nicety of digoermnent were not 
allotted in a less proportion to Hryden Clian to Pope. The rectitude 
of Hryden’s iniud was sufricieutly shew by the diamissjon of hia 
poetical prejudices, «and the rejection of unnatural thoughts and 
nigged inimbere. But Hryden never desired to apply all ta.j judg* 
mont that ho had. He wrote, and professed io write, merely for 
the people ; and when he pleased others, he contented himself. He 
spent no time in struggles to rouse intent powers ; lio never at- 
tempted to make that better which was already good, nor often to 
mend what he must have known to be faulty, He wrote, as he tells 
us, with very little consideration; when occasion or necessity called 
upon bini, ho poured out what the present moment happened to 
supply, and, when once it had passed the press, ejected it from his 
miiur; for, when he had no pecuniary intercjct, Im had no further 
solicitude. 

Pope was iiot content to pun'^fy ; he desired to eJtccl, and there-* 
fore always endeavonred to do his l)i‘st ; he did not court the can- 
dour, but dared the julgmciit of bis reader, and expecting. no in- 
dnigeneo from others, In* shewed none to himself. lie examined 
lines and words with minute and punclilious observation and re- 
touched every part with indefatigable diligence, till be had l^fc 
nothing to be forgiven. ^ , 

For this reason he kept his pieces very long in his hamla, while 
ho coiiHidered and reconsidered them, Tiic only poems which can 
be supposed to have been written with .such reg.'ird to the times as 
might hasten their publication, •were the two satires of ^'Thirty* 
eight;” of which Hodslcy told me that they were brought to him 
by the author, that they might be carefully copied. ^‘Almost every 
line^” ho said, then written twice over i I gave him a clean 
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transOTipt, wMe^ he Bent some time afterwords to mo for ih& jiress, 
with almost eTOy line written twice over a second time/* , 

His deolamion^ that his care for liis works ceast^ at their pnbH- 
' cation, waiSiiot strictly true. ITis parental attention never aban- 
doned thnnij 'what ho found amiss in the tot edition, ho. silently 
corectod in those that followed. He appears to have revised the 
*' Iliad/* and freed it from eomb of its imperfections ; aJid the 
',say oti Oiiricisin"* received many iniprovemonts after first ap* 
i^'pharance. It will seldom be found that he altered without adding 
ctoarne?is, elegance, or vigoilt Topo had peihaps the judgment of 
H^dcn; but J'»r)'deu certainly wauled the diligence ot Tupe. 

; in acquired knowledge, the. superiority must he allowed to Hry- 
, den, whose education was more schola.Ntic, and, before he heoamo 
an author, be had hoefi allowed more time for study, wiili better 
means of infornmtion. His mind has a large range, and he collects 
hiaimkgcs and illusffetions from a L'.ioro ojvtcnsive circumference 
of science. Dryden knew more of man in his general nature, and 
I*ope in his local manners. The nt)tioii!> of ) Jryticii wctc formed 
"by comprohciiRive speculation; and those of, Pope by miuite atlou- 
tiort. There is more dignity iii the knowledge of Dry den, uiid 
more certainty in that *if Pope* 

Poetry was not the nolo praise of oithor; f ^r boih excelled like- 
wise in prose; but Pope did not borrow his pruso from his predo- 
cesgor. The style of Bryden is capricious and ‘varied; that of 
Pope is cautiouA and uniform. Drycbm oost rves the motitma of his 
own mind; Hope construing his mind to hh^ own rules of composi- 
tion* Bryden is sometimea vehement an<l rnpid ; Pope is always 
smooth, uniform, and gentle* Brydcvfa page is n itatural fidd, 
xiaing into inequalities, and diversified by the varu*d txaberance of 
ftbundant vegetation; Pope’s is a velvet lawn, shaven by the scythe, 
unci levelled by the roller. 

Of goidus, that power wliich constitutes n poet ; ibat qualify 
without which judgment is cokb and lunowledge is inert; that cji- 
ergy which collects, comlines, auipllficH, and animate^?; the Ruperi- 
ority must, with some Imsi+atbm, be allowed to Brydon. It is not 
to be inferred, that of hispocrical vigour i’upeliad tmly a liUie, 
becaupc Brydcn bad m</re; thr ev<ny fuhtr wuitor rince Milton 
must give place to Pitpc; and even of Brydou it must be said, 
thkt, if he has brighter paragraphs, he has not better poemfi. Dry- 
den'B performaiires w'cre alw.ays hasty, ciihi^v excited by some ex- 
ternal occasion, or extorted by domestic ))cces?(ity; he composed 
without consid^ ratiou, ami published uuthout correction What 
hifi mind c.mld FUprdy at call, or gather in. one evcumiuti, 'vvaR all 
that he sought, imd all that he gave. The diiatory caution of 
Pope enabled him to 'condense his seiitimenta, to muUiidy lurf 
ijMges, and to accumulate all that study might produce, or chance 
might Bupply. Tf the of D^den ihcixiforc su'Cf higher, Pope 
continues longer on the wing. If of Dryden'® fire the bto k 
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brighter, of Pope’s the heat »«»re regular and constant, Dry den 
often Purpa^acs especfcstiou, and Pope nc^cr falls below it Dry- 
den ia road with frequent aatonishiacut Pope with perpetual 
delight 

This ]>arullel will, I hop/», whou it is cont^idered, be found 
just; and if the reader fh^ndd-auapect mo, at? I stiapect myaeiC of 
some partial fondness i<)r the ipcim^ry of Dryden, let him not loo 
hastily condemn mO; for moditation fmd, inquiry may* jiurhaps, 
shew him the rw'^^'jfMbleiie^:'! nxy detenniiifttiou. 

The works of Vopo nre i.j bo distinctly esaminad. not so 
much with atieniioii U'* plight faulty or petty bcantit^, as to the 
general chanictor am? eh'ect of each ptuformance. 

Jt seorna natand for a young poet to initiutc himself by Pas- 
torals, which, not i.T(de^'c»ing to imitilo real life, require no expo- 
rieiioe, aud, ( oidy the Rimplft ii^^eratsou of xmmingkd 
paasions, admit jn» cubtb‘ rrastroing or deep inquiry. Pope’s’ pas- 
torals noi lu'xvcwer c.mijMjsul but wim close thought; Aoy^ 
have tcforeiice to the tinges of <hc fusy, the Seasoiit^ cl the year, and 
tile periods of huimm life. The last, that which turns the aitcnUon 
upon age and dc.xth, Wft<i ibe autbor^s f^vi urite. To tell of disap- 
poinimont a:ni tni-icry, fo thi^Tcu the darkness of futTiriLy, and 
perpli-x the lahyrmtll of mxtrialnty, baa been, always 'kdicioua 
fimrtli^ynienl of tlio po^us. ills pretei^ence w'jis' probably I 

•wish, imxvcvrr, ihai liin h r, Inns bad not <*i erlooked a line in which 
the axe made to h.t,iuvt hi SKUnv-c. 

To charge tlnvc pawvoruls with wvo>t of un-cidion, is to roqxUre 
what was never iut^'ti?bd. The imitations are so ambitiouKly fro- 
quont, that the wnicr eridenf ly meauK ratJiyr to shew his lii^ature 
than ids wit ft U -nicly njl^icient luv an author of sixteen, not 
only to be ablt! to cop, ih< (>f antiquity xvith judicioUvS aclee- 

tion, but to have obtained s?a‘ndc»il language, amrtskiU in metre, 
to exhibit a iicrics 01 wliich had in English poetry no 

prcceilonfc, nor has hli ec hj^ un '''uit.ation. 

q’'he design of '• Windsor porest” h. evidently derived from 
^^OooperV lIil!/‘ with some attention la idler'/ poem on The 
Park but Pope c<jujn>t be denied to oKcel his wmsters in variety 
mid elegance, and tlie art of intcrchnnging df'ScripUivn, namtivui 
and moruHty- The oi>joction m.ade by Dcnm\ is tin: want of plan, 
of a regular pubordination of part^ tenuinuting in the pmclpal 
and original design, ^fl'ero is this Arantin most descriptive poems, 
because the sceues, Arhigh f-hoy nniMt exhibit sneccsdvely, are all 
aubhisting at the same time, the order in whi<.'lA (hey are fthewft 
must by necessity be arbitrary, and more is not to be expected 
from the last pert than from the tot. 'Kbe attention, Iherdbre, 
which cannot be detain I'd by suspcttse, must be excited by diversity, 
gttch as hia poem oifers to it's reader. , 

' But the dwii*e of diversity may bo too much indulged ; the p*^tw 
of “ Windsor Forest’' Avhich doserve least prui«< 3 , «ro thoae which 
were added to enliven the sfciUucss of the scene, the appearance of 
% 
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Patb^t Tliaines/ aMid Ihe transformatiou of Lodolili/* Adtoocni 

bad in bis Campaign” derided tbe Eivera that ^*Tia0 from ibair 
oozy beds” to stories of heroes ,* and it is therefore strange that 
Pope fihonid adopt a betion not only tiimattttal bat lately oenaxired* 
The ” Lodon” ais told with sweetneSB ; but a new metamor- 

pbosis ish a ready puerile expedient; notbing is easier iban io tell 
boir a dot^ex was once a blooming virgin^ or a rook an obdurate 
tymi' ^ V ^ * 

ybe ** Tempio of Fame” basj as Bteele warmly deokred *'albou. 
sand beauties.” Every x^art is splendid; there is great luxuriance 
of ornaments ; tbe original rision of Chaucer was never , denied to 
be much improved; tbe allegory is very skilfully oontinued, the 
imagery is properly selected^ and loarnedly displayed ; yet, with all 
this Gomprebeiiflion of excellenoo, as its scene is laid in remote ages^ 
and its sentiments, if ehe concluding uaragrapb be excepted, have 
little relation to general manners or common Ufo, it never obtained 
^ much notice, but is turned silently over, and seldom quoted or 
mentioned with either praise or blame. 

That the Messiali” expels the ** Pollio” is no great praise, if it 
be considered from what original the improvements are derived. > 

The ** Verses on the unfortunate Lady’’ have drawn much at- 
tention by the illaudable singuhirity of treating suicide with re- 
spect ; and they must be allowed to be written in some parts with 
vigorous animation, and in others with gentle tenderness, nor bag 
Pope produced any poem in which the sense predominates more 
over the diction. But the talc is not ahilfully told ; it not easy 
to discover the chai'actor of cither the Lady or her Guardian. 
Hktoiy relates that she was about to disparage herself by a mar- 
riage with an inferior; Pope prnises her for tho dignity of ambition, 
and yet condemns the uncle to detestation ior his pride ; the am- 
bitious love of a niece niay be oj)posed by the interest, malice, Or 
envy of an uncle, but never by his pnde. On such an occasion a 
poet may bo allowed to bo ohecure, but incormistcncy never can be 
right. 

The ‘^(Mo for St. Cecilia’s day” was nudertaken at the desire of 
Steele ; in this the author is generally cunfewsed to have miscarried, 
yet has miacarried only as compared with Drydcn ; for he has far 
oufgone other competitors. I>rytlea’a plan is better choacn ; history 
will always take stronger hold of the attention than table : the pas- 
sions exoiied by Drydcn are the pleasures and paius of real life ; the 
scene of Popo is laid in imaginary existence. Pope k read with 
calm acquieticm^ce, Dryden with turbulent delight; Pope hanga 
upon the ear, and Dryden linds the passes of the mind. 

Both the odes want the essential oorwtituant of thetrieal compo- 
sitions, the stated recmrrence of settled numbers. It may be id- 
ledged, that Pindar is said by Horace to have written numfru kg^ 
soluiis : but as no such lax performances have been tranamitted to 
UB, the meaning of that exorcssian cannot be fixed ; and perhaps 
the like return might properly be made to a modem l^darist, as 


Iff* Cobb froui BenHw, wbo, wb^befontidliiij oHtlckixii 

ttpon a Greek Exercise, trbidb Uobb bad presented, refuted one after 
another by Pindar’® authority, cried out at last^ “Pindar was a bold 
feUow, but thou art an impudent one ” 

If Pope’s odo be particularly ihi^pectod, it wiH be found that the 
tot Btanxa coneista of ftonnds well chosen indeed, but only sounds. 

The second consists of hyperbolical common-places^ easily to be 
found, and perhaps without much difliculty to be as well expressed* 
In the third, howetet, there are numbers, imajjes, hannony, and 
i?igmir, not unworthy the antagonist of Bryden* Had all been liice 
this— but evfry part canimt be the best. ; 

The next stanzas place and detain ns in the dark and di»md 
regions of mythology, where neither hope nor fear, neither j^y not 
eorbow, can be found ; the poet however faithfully attends us r We 
have all that can he performed by elegance if diction, or sweetness 
of veraidcation ; but what can form avail without bettor matter * 

^ The last stanza wjcnrs again to common places. The conclusion . 
is too evidently modelled by that of Drydpn ; and it maybe remark^ 
«d that both end with the same fault ; the comparifion of each is 
literal on one side, and metaphorical on the other 
Poets do not always express their oim thoughts : PopO wMh all 
this labour in the praise of Music, was ignorant of it® principles; 
and insensible of iti^ cflbcts. 

Olio of his greatest, though of his earliest works* is the “E^say 
on Criticism,” which, if- he had writttai nothing else, would Imvo 
placed him among the first critics and the first i>oots, it exhibits 
^verj mode of excellence that can einbeUish or dignify didactic 
■composition* selection of matter, novelty of atrangcmeiit, jifctmess 
procej)t, splendour of illustration, and proprieiy of digression, I 
know not whether it be pUwing to consider that ho produced this 
piece at twenty, and never iii'terwards excelled it; he that dclighhs 
nimsolf with observing that such powers may be soon attainod, oau- 
uot' but grieve to think that life was ever after at a stand. 

To mention the particular beauties of the Essay would be unjiro- 
fitably tedious ; but I cannot forbeiir to observe, that the com pari- 
son of a student's progrewa in the sciences with the journoy of a 
tovoller in the Alps, is perhaps the best that EngliAh poetry can 
0hew. A fumile, to he. perfect, must both illustrate and eimoblo 
the subject ; must shew it to the understanding in a clearer view, 
and display it to the fancy with greater dignity, but either of thago 
i^ualitioB m|ty be sufficient t^recoinmond it In didactic poetigr/of 
which the great purpose is instruction, a slmUo may bo proisM 
which illostrates, though it docs not ennoble; in heroics* that may 
be admitted which ennobles, though it doesnot illustrate. That it 
may be complete, ^ it Is required to exhibit, independently of its 
xeferenco, a pleasing image; for a simile is said to be a short epi- 
sode* To this ar;tiqaitiy was so attentive, that circumstances wore 
sometimes added, which, having no parallels, served only to fill the 
ifitiagination, and produced what Perrault ludicrously calleS “com* 
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Wisona with ja long tail ” la their similies ihd gt^aW wtita^ 
hive aometi^eft failed ; the ghijp^raco^ camaared with the chaiHiot* 
raae, 1| rieither illastrated luw aggrandised ; land and ^ter ipilke 
all the^d^^erenee; when Apolln^ ruimiug after Daphne, is likened 
tn a g^^hound chUKiiig a hare, there isf netMng gained ; the ideas 
nf pnranit and flight are tau plain to he made plainer } and a god 
and the daughter of a god are not represented much to their adVan^ 
la^e hy a hare and dog. The Biiuiie of the naelesa 

, nartfl, yet affords a striking picture hy itself; it jnakOB'the fore- 
^Ing position hotter understood, and enahles it to-take f«wtdir hold 
. fnihe attention; it aasiatn the Apprehension, and ele^^Ates the fancy. 
Let me likewise dwell a little on the celebrated paragi»ph, in 
which it is directed that the, sound should seem an ecno to the 
sense f a precept which Pope if alloa^cd to Jiave ohserred beyond 
any other Bug! i&h podw. ^ . 

This notion of representatire metre, and the desire of diiKJovoting 
frequent adaptations of the s(»und to the tonse, haye prodaoodi in 
my opinion, many wild conceits and imaginary beauties. AU 
can furnish this representation are the soumie of the words coh* 
fiidered singly, and the time in which they Jixe pronounced. Er^ry 
language him some wuTds framed to exhibit the noises which they 
express, s^& ikamp, rafUt, prowl^ ms$. These however flire httt few, 
and the pOct cannot make them more, nor can they be of any use 
but when sound is to bo mentioned. The time oi pronnneiatipn 
was in the dactyl ick ^iett^ul•e« of the learned languages capable of 
, considerable vanefy ; but that variety could be accommodated o^y 
to motion or duration, and different degteen of motion were per- 
haps ’expro^od hy ver-cii rapid or slow, w'ithout much attention ,df 
the writer, when the image had full poftSesHori of his fancy; but 
oar language having little flexibility, our ver>e8 can differ vary 
little in their cadence. The fan.ied re^tmiblancaJS, I fW, arise 
sometimes merely from the ainbignity of p.ords; there is , supposed 
to be votne relation hetweon a s<'ft line and io/t couoh, .^/Wtwaeft 
kard syllables and hard fo;tune. , 

Motion, however, may be in some sort exempUffed ; and yet it 
may bo suspected that in such re‘^enibiances the mind often governs 
the ear, and the sounds are estimated by their meaning- One 
their most sunccssful attempts have been to describe labdim of 
'Bxsiphus: ■ - • , - ' 

With raany A wftary step, and TOsny I groRU, / 

Up tt high hill hti hvAT^ab a huge rouna stone * 

The huge round Btone, refluUtng with a boundi , 

, Thunders impetuous down, and 8ni0k«fi along me gtVund. 

Who does not ptn-ceive the stone to move sloivly upward,, and 
roll violently back 1 But set the same numbers to Ofiiother seme : 

Willie nnmy a tale, aftd many a Bong, 

. f-'hrer'd th^ rough msd, w« wiAh*d the ma«a road long* ' 

VTUc mUgh mad then, rctuniing m a remno. 

Hock'd our impatient steps, for aU was U.ity ground. 
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Wo hftto noM anrely loot muoh. of tlio delay, and xattcli of the i»- 
' fidity* " ' ' ' . ‘ 

Bat to ahew how tittle the ^^teet master of ntLmh^i«i <mti tx ; 
the principle of reproseatative harmony, it wUi be euffiqient to . 
inark that the poet, who telln ns, that 

Whw A|wit strives flO«i«rock‘a vast flfeight to throve ; ,,, . 

Xhc Hue too labour, sad the wo/da move alow: , „ , , 

For so when Swift t'amilla acour* the plain, ” ’ ’ 

Elies o'er unbend [Jig com and skims along the main ; ■ 

When he had enjoyed far about thirty years the praise of CamiUrt 
lightness of W>ot, he tried another ©Eperiment upon itimd and 
and produced this memorable triplet : ^ 

, WsHerWftS smooth ; but Dry den taijght to Join \ 

s The v»i7ing vmti, i.>!6 full resoanflmelms, ' : 

' The long majestic nisrch^nd cnc«y mvine.*' *' 

flere are the swiftness of tho rapid raoo, and the march of slow ^ 
phi^d majesty, exhibited by the Rame^poet in the same Requence of , 
S^Uables, excei>t ttiat the exact prosodist will hud the Uno of m'ft- 
■jisAi by one time longer than that of . r '' 

Beauties of this kind arc commonly lUnoied i and, wHers ^al, are 
technical and nuirotoiy, not to l»e rejected, and not to be solicited; 

To the praises wiiicli have been accumulated on the ** Rape of the 
Lock” by readers of every class, from the critic to the waiting maid, 
it is difficult to make any addition. Of that which ia universally 
nBowed to be the most attractive of all ludicrous compo¥iition8, let 
It be now inquired from what sources the power of pleasing in 
derived. • 

^ l)r, Warbiirton, who excelled in critical perspicacity, has re- 
marked that the prettu*ntttural aju^ents are very happily adapted to 
the purposes of the pom. Tho Heathen deities can no louffeb gain 
attention ; we should hare tunved away from a contest between 
Teutiftind plana. The employment ol ullegorical persons always 
excites conviction of its own absurdity ; they may produce effects, 
but cannot conduct actions i when tho phantom is put in motion, 

Jt diasolves ; thus Discord may ra He a muuity, but Dimrd oaunot 
edndnot » march, nor besiege a town. Pope brought in view a now 
Jrade of Beings, with powers and paesions proportionate to their 
operation. The Sylphs and Onomes act, at tho toilet and the tea- 
table^ what- terriho and more terrible phantoms perform on 
the stormy ocean, or the neld of battle \ they give their proper 
help, and ao their proper mischief. 

Fopo is said, by an objector, not to have been tho inventor of 
this petty nation ; a charge which might with more fustice have 
been, brought against the author of the "Iliad,” wfio doubtless 
adopted the religious system of hts countiy ; for, what is there, but 
the names of his agents, which Rope has not invented 1 Has he , 
not a^gned them cuaraetdm and operations never before j^oard of 1 
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Basil© not^ ai^ leaeti ^y©ti tliem i3i©ir fii»t poetical ©xJstiice *1 If 
tbiij is not su|idlent to iienoaainafce liiii work orl|;la4> nothing od* 
fiiikid over oaix b© wtitteii. 

T are exMbite4m> very high aegroe, ^etwo^osj 

otffib of an author. Bow things m . made mmUiar^ vm 
, aro jOiade now. A rac© of aerial h^ver Ke*WI 

' of is proBentad to us, in a manner so clear and easy, that 
leader ;^ehe for no fnrUier information', jbut immediately miiit|h!fa 
, liiwiili, his new atw^juaintsuice, adopts their intercats, and attends tfielr 
‘pursuits, loves a Sylph, and detests a Gnome, 

;< ^hat fmuliar ibinge are made now, every paragraph will ptCvc, 
subject of the poem Js an event below the common inddentsoC 
ooinmoii life ; i^othlng rciaVis introduced that is not seen soof|;eDt 
hs to he ho lon^r regarded ; yet the whole detail of a female- dajr is 
here hrmighiji^ire; ,u% invested with So much art of decoration, 
that, tho^h hoihitfgis disguW, evety thing is striking, and wo 
feel all ih« apis^itc of curiosity for that from #hioh wo have a 
Hhouftaftd times turned fastidiously away. 

d?he purp(»8e of the poet is, as he tells us, to hugh at ''the little 
nuguarded foljiics of the female sex.” It is, therefore without jiu- ' 
"tioo that, l)ennis charges the Hape of the Tjock” with the want of 
a moral, and for that reason sets it below the ** Liitrin/’ which ex* 
poses the pride aud discord of the clergy. Perhaps neither Pope 
nor Boileau has made the world much better tlum he ftxand it ; 
hut, if they had both succeeded, it were easy to tell who would 
have deserved luosat from public gratitude. Tho freaks, and hu* 
inonrs, aiid fpleen, and vanity of women, as they embroil Emilies 
in didC6?rd, and fill houses with disquiet, do more to obstruct the 
happiness of Hf© in a year, than the ambitioa of the blergy in many 
centurieB. It has been well observed, that the maery of man pro* 
ocods not from any einglo cruwh of overwhelming evil, bttt ^om 
small vexaiUuis continually repeated. 

It is remarked by Geunis, likoulsfe, tliat the mschinory i$ super* 
^aous ; that, by alf the bu^^tle of prctomatural (qxoration, 'ttio main 
©vent is neither hsfetened nor retarded. To this charge mi effica* 
cioua answer is not easily made. The Sylphs cannot be said to help 
or to oppose ; and it must be allowed to imply some want of art, 
that their power luts not been snfilcionily intermingled with the , 
action, , Other parts may likcwii^e be chttrged with w&nt of o6n* 
nection ; the game at omln might be spared ; but if^the ^ady had 
lost Imr hair whild she was intent upot" her cards, it thight have 
bto inferred tkit tho^e who are too ibnd of play will be in danger 
of neglecting more important intereatR. Those perhaps a^ faults ; 
but what arc such faults to such excoltenco ! 

The Bpisile of Eloise t© Abelard” is on© of the moat happy 
productions, of human wit ; the subject is so judictonaly chosen, 
that it would be diiEcult, in turning over the annals of the world, 
to find another which so many circumstances concur to recommend* 
Vfc reguMy intw^t ourselvos mosli in the of those who 
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tacm 6ttr . AWard mi Elo^ wete ccmsj^icttoufl in 

their dajB for pf kerit Tho heati naturally loves truth* 

the adveutum and mMo^uttea df this illustrious pair are kuowu 
froui .uudispUted hj^tory.. their fate does not leave the mind ia 
hu^ekas d^eeriou; for they bcf^ found quiet and ^ ^ousolatieu in 
, retireiqent md pi^ty*: Wwaad so hfteotijttg is their story, that 

k supcrci^es iuvautihh / and .ixoa^uaridn’ nai^ fuU liberty, 
without strsggtiug, into sopiies of fabW , ,; ^ ^ , 

. *l?he story, Thus ekilfally adopted, has beett,’4S%etitly improved* 
Pope has left nothing behind slm, which' teoins more the effect of 
ttudious pe^veranoo and labori^ins revival. Here is particularly 
obaervablo tue cunom/dicitaa, a soil and oarirful cultivall^ 

Here is no crudeness of sepse, nor asperity df laugnagu, ' ‘ ' / 
!rhe souroea from which ^uriments, which have So ihuch vigour 
and efliawsy, have been drawn, are shewn to be the mystic wrxtets ’ 
byfhc learned noth or of the 'BsSay ph tlie Life ahd Writings of 
Pope a book Which teams how the brow of Critlmsm may bo 
smoothed, and how She may bo enabled, prith fijl her severity, t<b 
attract and to dcUgh<N 

The train of my disquisition has how oondudted iins to that 
poetical wonder, the translation of the per&aro 

no age or nation cau pretend to canal. To the Gr«^ts,, traU^ation 
was almost unknown ; it was totally unknown to the inhabitants of 
Greece* They had no recourse to the Barbarians for poetical 
beauties, but sought for ©very thing iu Homer, where, indeed, 
there is but liitlo that they might not find, 

The Italians have been very ailigent traiKslators ; but I can hear 
pf no version, unless perhaps Anguilara’s " Ovid" may be excepted, 
which is road with eagerness. The Iliad"’ of Salvini every reader 
may discover to be punctiliously exact ; but it seems to bo the work 
of a linguist skilfully pdautic; and his countrymen, the proper 
judges of its power to pleuHe, reject it with disgust. 

Theijf predecessors the flonians have left porno specimens of trans- 
lation ''^hind them, and that employment must have had some 
credit hi which Tally and Oormauioua engagcii; but. Unless we 
suppose, what is perhaps true, that the plays of Terence were 
versions, of Menander, nothing translated Seems ever to have rieen 
! to M^h reputation* The French, in the meridian hour of their 
learning, were very laudably industrious to enrich their own 
Janguime with the wltdoim of the ancients ; but found themselvea 
reducea, by wh,ni®ver noqpity, to turn the Greek and Komaii 
poetry into prose. Whoever coiUd read an author could translate 
him. From sucdi rivals little can be feared. 

The chief help of Pope in this audacious undertaking was drawn 
from the versions of Biyden. TMl had borrowed much of his 
imagery from. Homer, and part of the, debt was now paid by his 
' translator. Pope searched tno pages of Brydeu for happy combina- 
tions of heroic diction; but It will not be denied that he added 
much to what hs Ho miltiTatnd our lauguago wit^so much 
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diligenoe and ^ left in hiii f Homier** a 

poetical ekgantijegi ^ poateritjr. Ills y^on max^^ to Ibatn 
turned the impu} for, ita appoarinoa, m Wi^r, 

iiowever dfSa^t in other jvowiers, to wautod M*ft4odx a 

Beriea of lines^,«o . elaborately corrected, niodulate^* 

took poaaeafel^n of the public eas^ » the vn%a^ i?iiB edathoifey^ df the 
poem, anid the learned wondered at the tt^nelailoi/ ~ ^ : ,t 

But. in the: most general .applunie, dWrtot vaiceeyriU Ujwhya 
be heard. It has been obj ected by wW wish to ho ;tiumhored 
,^,itnong ;iho sons of leanuM, that roi>e'ft version of Koin^^ is not 
Btomerieal i > that it .oxhimts no wemhlanoo nf the w^ginnl and 
<Jh|iractenstio manner of ihejfatli^ of poetry, as it his Art: 
to grandonn hU ttualFccted Tlds cmmbt bo' totally , de- 

nied; but it mint bei^m 0 mberodthat^t«!<i?m^fc«.T qnfid 
that may be lawfully done which cantmt be iWton* Time and 
place will always enforce regard, la jstimatlug this tranelation, 
cotoderAtinn ItnuBt be had the nature of otir lanijcuage, the form 
our. metre, atkd, abovo il1> of the ohaTige whioh tiro thotond 
years toe to$dA in the ^npto bf life and the habits of thought 
'Virgil wrote in a kiigoage of the same gen ml fabriowith that cC 
; Homer/ in verses of the same Tnc‘a9Uju,~nnd in an age nearer to 
.Homer's iims by eighteen hutuJred years ; yot he h>uwu» oven then, 
the state of the world so much altered, and the demand for elegance 
so muoh increased, that nature wouhl.be endured no, longer; 
and perhaps, in tbemultitudeof .boirowed passages, very few can 
be shewn which ho has not embdUKhod. ' . 

There is a time when nations emerging ftom hathatitft uhd fall-, 
ing into regdlar subordination, gnib leisure to gryw Wise, and feel 
the shahic of ignorance and the craving pain o** toatisfled curiosity. 
To this hunger of the mind plain senseis giateful j that which ^lla 
the void removes uneasiness, and to bo free from pain for a while 
is ptoure : but repletion geue rates fastidiousness; a saturated lu- 
tellect soon becomes luxurious, oud knowledge huds no willing 
reception till it is recommended by artiboial diction, , fhtis.it 
l^ill bo found, m the progr<^ of Icanung, that in all nations the 
tot writers are simplo, ni»d thafe every age improvea in dOgAnee, 
One refinement ahytiys mhke,s way for Aaother ; uhd p^hat wm Ex- 
pedient to Virgil was neewry to Pope. i 
I Biipposo many readers of tbe-EugU'h Ukd/* when they have 
been touched vath some, unexpected beauty of the lighter kindi 
have tried to enjoy it in the original, where, Alas i it was nottp bo 
found. Homor doubthw owe$ to hisM.rartHlatojr many Ovidlan 
tooe# not exactly suitable to his character; but to have added can 
bo no great crime, if nothing be takeL away. Bloi^anOe is to 
be dewed, if it be not gained at the cxponce of dignity. A too 
would wish to be loved, as well as to be reverenced. „ / . 

To tt thousand cavils one answer is sufficito; the purj^ose of a 
writer ft to be read, and the criticism which would destroy the 
power of j^leasiiig must be blown aside* Fope wroto for hft own 
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M« o'l ^ i %6 '.kaW/tl^t , It ^ ' tte<s6isr% 

; ; m fttid poiiii tie 6t hk atithot i he 

' made him RraceC^l Itjt loflt hiiai mm^^f imhUrnity, ; v ^ 

Iv Thh eo^iotiB xtoieB wHh irhid tie iremhm ia accoiiup)^ed/^t$d 
Ij i^hicl it ia ii^ijcmended the^^h tier 

; tiftaoitbtedl^ ivrittmi to awelt 5^!%ht to paai? 

f.edt praiBB : eomihtfttaHee>hi<3i'itt the deader ly the piealhte 

; ^|^ii«aihave^oi hft^ tHohotea.<>|hth^ are read td 

' clear difhenltiea, tht^ae of Tope t.o vai^ eiitertaSiuh^^Jsi V 'i 

it hae howere!^ beeh objected, with atiffimtft mtoh, that th^e 
k ia the ^mi^ritary tBo mooh of uoi^eaaoaable Jevit^ aid a^ejtM 
gaiett ; that p0o inuny: appetJia are m^e to the httlies, aisd the 
which ia MO carefully ptmei’ffl ia Boinetimea the easd of a 
Every art ha« it« tenilB, and every hind of instruction, itM projs^ 
style; the gradt^ of common critics made be tcdiona^ Inrfe i» iimi ' 
desi)icabie than chlldiMH laemment* * • i ; ;/ 

, Of the **‘Ody»»ttey" nothing remains to be otuH^tirad : Baiiia ’ 

general prawo may be given both tratthlation, Ind h pS^ctt% 

; examination of either would a large votime Thei abtes 

were written bjf Broome, who cndciivoared^ aot toncceBIfuliy, to 
imitate hi?^ master, ; ^ ^ ' X' ’ 

Of his Pttnmd’" the hint ia cohibswedly tahen Tt^% I>rydeh^i^ 
"Mao Flecknoef' but the plan i» so enlarged and dlveti^dtHi ais 
justly to claim the praise of an original and aifordK the beat spr^i-., 
men that hnayct app^iared of personal Ratire ludicrously pompotifl*^^ 

. That the design was moral, whatever the author might tell cither ’ 
his mdeiB <ir himflclf^ 1 am not convinced. The Irst mfd;ive was 
the desire of menglng the contempt with which Theobald had 
treated /his +‘ ShakespeatC/’ and reguiuing the honour Ithich he 
'Iwhl lost, by enishing his opponent. Theobald wjw nCt of bulk 
enough to 13 U a poem, ana therefore it was necessary to find 
Other cncmicH With other uanjcs, at whose expence lie might divert 
'the public. ' ■ .,. . - -i 

In this dosigu there potulanco and malignity Onoughj |nt I 
cannot think it very orimimiJi. An author plibes himsolf uncalled 
before the fcribuns^l iif Criticism, and nolicitb fame at the haaard of 
^diagiatoe, DulhesB ^^ deformity are not culpable in tbenaeclvna, 
but may be very ju^^^ly reproached so hen they pretend to the him-, 
^our of wit or the indii'^ncc id Wuty. if had writers b ere to pass 
.’Without rcprehemlEion* what fibould rc«tj*>*in them 1 imykHm 'dkik 
>' Tek}^n.s ; ,and Upon’ bad writers only ti&'iil 

sure have muon effect. The s^^re, which brought Th^bald md 
f Mohrs into contempt, dropped imi>oteut frum Bentley, like the 
Jawlin of Priam. '•‘'Z ' 

.,v All truth iB valuable, and featirlcal criticism may Im ^sonaidered 
ml useful when it rootihes error and improve judgment; he tint 
relneft the pubUo taste is » public benefactor. 

; The beauties of this poem ore well known ; 4ts chief fhu|t is the 
grdBsnem of itB, images. Bc^e and Swift had m uipnatig^al 
z 5 



in idilisi |!liyslijiijw sttoi as oilier tottgttd" ^ 

UE(^0litei68ft^^ of ifrMibh ^very eitt Blsiwlos from tho mntibn. / 
Bdi tvm: ibia fii^lt; oiTefts^ve as it % may 1w foi^^vea for the;-; 

other piissages : fluoh as the formation and dissolntiaa'" 
of Ktjioi?®; thfe aocoatit ' of the Traveller^ the misfortude of the'" 
rioriaVV^^ crowded thottghtii and stat^y waflib^^ whlbh ? 
."di^ify the conoludiug paragraph. * ' ' * : /' ' ‘ 

, alienations Whidi have bt^ii tnside ih tfle '"^Dttnciad, not 
alwiiys for the better^ require that it ^onld be published^ as in the 
p^?^cnt coJlcction. with all its variatidbi ' ' 

. ^he “ Essay on Kan^* was a work of great' labonr aihd long eon- 
eideTatiOTi, bat coftainly not the hap|4est of t'ope*s performances. ' 
!rhe subject Is perhaps not very proper for poetry; and the poet 
was not SiiOioiOntly, master of his subject j metapiiysicsl morality 
was tO^Mm a npw stndyt$ he was iwond ofliis dmuisttions ana^ 
Btippoauig blmwdlF thSster of great secrefts, Wj^ in mste.to teach , 
what he had, pot learned. Thus he tolls its, in the first epistle/ 
that from the nature ol the Supreme Boiitg may be deduced an 
o^cT of boitigs siioh as mankind^ because fnlinite Kxcellenoe (?an 
do only what is best. He dnds out that tb^ beings must be 
'« somewhere /’ aud that '^atl the question is, whether man be inn 
wrong pintle/’ ' Surely if, acaording to the poet*s Jjeibnitian reaioh^ ^ 
ing, we ina) infer that man ought to be, only because he we'| 
may idlow*^thdt his place is the right place, beoauao It© has it; 
Supreme Wisdoin is not leas infallible in disposing thim in creating. 
But ivhftt is meant, by ^o'lticirhfirc. aiid place, abd me%a flatty it had' 
been vain to ask' Bop % who probably had never a^kea himself • ^ ' 

Hav'mfr exalted himseif into the chair ^>f wisdom, be tisv 
much that ©tory man knows, and much that he not know hiin*'^ 
self; that we see but Bttle/and that the order of the universe is 
beyond our comprehension; an opinkm nob Tory tibooinmon ; and; 
that tiiore is a chain of auberdirate beings '^*froia infinite to no- 
thing/' of which himself ftpd hi^ readers are nunally ignorant. But : 
he give? xis one comforb, wbioh without his help he supposes Unat- ' 
tamable, in the position '"that thuiifdi wO 8fre fools, yet Ood is'' 
wise/' '"'V; ' ^ ^ 

T^hia emy affords an egregious, iiifitauc© <rf l^his predomihano© of 
genius the d.mling spkfidourof imagery/and tlm'flodnet^^ powers 
of eloquence. Trevor TO;ponuty of knowledge a^d. Tulgarity of , 
seiiti Defeat so happily disgiiis^. ' 1?hb readm* feels bis mind full,?: 
th^gh he kiums nothing ; and, when he loeofe it in its neW array, 
uh longer knowf. the talk of his mOtiUer and lus name. When those ' 
wdtider' working sonuda sink into sdus^, and th©. doctrine of the 
^5?sav, disrobed of its oruaments, is IcTt t6 the poWers of its naked , 
cxcellenec, what shall we diHobverl That we are, in dompatsjion 
with our Creator, very weak andigoorant : that we do not uphold , 
the ohaia'df, existence ; and that we could liot make bnc another , 
with morh skill than We are made. Wc may learn yet more : that 
the arts of ‘dumaa life were copied from the instinctive operations 
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oite iiiiaiaa; tiia^if ftie world be ai^de for vm, ii aey be 
said t^t itoe ttrofound piiriiiLCipleB, 

of smtrurad bxiewled^e^ttie-^^ instructions equallT 

new ; that woU andc^tOM, will produce social 

cord; tbai manab nmtud^^ineii by jtnutnal beneto; that evil ^ 
is sometime balanced by ^ockI:' ; ^at bwan adyautages arc unstable 
and fallacious, of upcertam dumlbn and doubiti^)^, effoct ; that cur, 
true honour ift^ hot Mvc >a great but^ to Set it well • that I 
virtue only Is durpwh ffiu that hsppujees ie alwj^s in our power, ' 
Surely a xhan of bo i%ry comprehensive sehtcltinay venture to 
say tjhat heihaCixeard all tmbeforc ; but it ^as never till now re^ 
commended bv such a blw&C ]tw embellishments, OV shbb sweetness / 
of melody.^ The vigorous cohtractioii of somfe though^ the tou^j ' 
riant ampli)qat|^:uf others, the incidental iUutotmnfii land some- 
tiTnes thu sometimes the aoftneaj ^ the verges, enchain . 

philosophy, auspfl^d^isriticiSm, and oppress judgment by overpower- '( 
ingplcufluro; \ - “ ’"I'v ■ 

This is true of many pawgrapbs ; yet, if 1 had undertsion to 1 

©mplify Pope’s felicity of coniposiUdh before a rigid ctiiic, 1 should 
not pelcofc the,. Essay <m Han f foy it contmns more lines unsuo* 
cessfidly laboured, more harshness of diction, more , thoughts im- 
perfectly ejLpressod, uaore lyrity without elegance, and heavii* 
ness without strength, than wiU easily be found in all h& other 
works. ’ -j, 

The Characters of Men and Women” aretlie product of diligent 
Rpeindatm ujjionhtm^ labour, has been bestowed upon 

them, and Fobe very Wdum laboured in vain. That his excellence 
may be mpoperly intimated, I recommend a comparison of his Charac- 
ters of Women,” with BoUetmV Batire: it will then be seen with how 
much more perspjWity female nature is investigated, and the female 
excellence selected j eiid he surely is no mcan,writer to whom Boileau 
should bo found iufendr. The ^'Charapters of Men,” however, are 
written with more, ^iJ‘not deepOr thought, and exhibit many passages 
exquisitely beautiful. The *'Gem und th® Hhwer” will not easily 
bo equalled. In the ifoineu^ part are fsomo defects ,* tlie character 
of .Vlossa is not so nearly dnishod as that of Clodio; and some of the 
femolo oh, meters, may bo found perhaps more frequently among 
men,\ what is saW of Philomode w!is true of IMor. 

. In the opisfciejs of liord Bathurst and Lord Burlington, Dr. War-, 
burton has endcavuurod to hud ujtralp. of thought which was never 
in . the writer’s head, ondi to support his hypothesis, has prini^ 
that tot which was published last. In oue, the most valuable 
passage is perhaps the IJlegy on “ Good Kcnsoi’*,uhd the other, the 
'M5 i 4 bf the Ignite vf Bucdcinghoai,’’ 

The Epistle to Arbuthnot, now arbitrarily enUed the ** Prologue 
to the Batires,” is a performance consisting, ns seems, of many, 
fragments wrote into one deajlga, which by this union of scattered 
beauti^J contains more striking paragraphs than could probably 
havo, be^h brought together into an occasional work. As there is 
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&0 {stronger Bolf^rfew# «io p^ 

elegance^ Bpirife, or; 4i^Hy> thaia iKe poct'6 ^!di<5ia®a jdifii’ 
cl^tpct^Mr* The nueaPesi imBsare is the miim ijpon Spp|^ * v 

Oithe twx poems which d©nte4 theii- immes tV y^sit^iiaa 
whidh are hhllea the '^llpilogtto to the 
remar W hy ^vsge, that the aecemd w^, in the witoje mhre eti^ngly ■ 
oonoeliye^f aad more eqmiUv »ttpphrted*l)nt it had jj^o siBgfo 
passa^ equal to the coatmibioti m thie Urst ‘m the dj|faity of Vice, 
aa4 tlie ceh'bration of the triumph of Corr^tirm, 

The imitatiotis of Horace Seen to havebeeif^ttep as rotaxatioas 
bf Kis geniutj. This etiaploymeui boctoo Ihvouri^. by its fa^ 
cUitj ; the plan im I'Ohdy to his ha»4» and nothiuji Vfm required 
but to acoomodatfl aa he '^ouldlbe sehilauints ofM old f^uthor to 
xeceftt facts Or iMtt wliat is easy is edclom excel- 

lent, Rhch imitftfeioTiLaoismtmt giv’c ple;w?nre to common reader^ ; the 
man of learning may,bc*feoii\ctiin(^ sttrpris^^d and delighted by an 
tinexpeoted pajSdlel ; hat the eompatSsoti required 'knowledge of the 
tri^inaJ, which will liheWiKo often defect ttlruioe<3 appTioations. Be- 
tween Roman images and English manners, there will .be an irro* 
condleahle dissimiiitudo, and the work:') will be generally unoahth 
and party. col cured ; neither oti^^nhl nor translaUah neiifoanciemi 
nor modern. , ' . , / - 

Pope had, in proportiche Hry nioely adteted to wTv other, all 
the qualities that obnstitute genius. He fed by, which 

new trains of stents are ftwmed,' and new fcoe^of imagery dia-* 
played. ?,s iu the *‘IUpe of tfe f^nehj” and hy which extyihsic and 
adveutit-inus einbeHisiiotits and iUustratiohs are ctmnoctcd with a 
known subject m in the on 4Vitibi)fim,” He.^had Im^im* 

titn, wjich Ftrongly imxh'essea on the mind, and enables 

him to oo'uvvty to the ^ tead»»t, the V&Viou^ forth^ nf-hatiwe, 'in- 
cidents of life, and hnergieB of pas-doHj, as in hi« Elbisa” Wind* 
»or PoTfeSt,'' and EUo'Egi^itli^r;* He had whicb^BfcJiWJtls 

from life hr nature what mf^'pre^‘ nt ^urpdJ'c requires, and,, % sepa- 
rating the Ciiifiehce of things fitnp its concondthnts, often malths 
repref^entation raofo bqwlsri'ttt than the rbaiity^i^ itnd he fed col<>^ 
of lahguttge alwflys before hihi; Hady ^o deqotalte Imthsiiter with 
every grace of ciegm^t exfeeit^irth' ai wlich fe heemn'qfetw hisdic> 
iion to the .wfederful multipRcity of Iloifitr's hchtUneuts hnd d®* 
BClIptioUS. 

poetical expression ittclii,d<sfe sdtmd ,ib w^ll meaning 5 Musld,'** 
Kiyn Brydep,, kihtfcimilate poetry the" excellences, tiC 

Pope, thert^fore, rnttfit be mentioned the molody of lils meto.' Bjf 
pe^^iing tlio w^urfe of Brydeo, be discovered the pi^oot fabno 
of verse, and habituated life^elf to that , ohiy which fe 

found. 'tfe''fe4 ; .in'eonsfenenoe of wliicb restminti hfefe^tiy Jfel’ 
hefei rfeshted ^is iod nuiformly musical, and a« glutting ihfii 4wr 
with tihVaHM sweetwm .1 Ruspeet this objeoHbn to he tfe cant of 
thoke who judgdby princlpks rather than perception rand who 
would evgoL theiferfves have le^ pleasure in his works, if ho had 
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di«aot^ 0^ affe^io Ihm^j 

y^ty 1^ s.. 'a-,"' ' 

But tliOttgk W ™ jSKaS of bis tom^ation, he did n6tp^ 

Jrre!^ jbin ]^oweVis( iriti^lwperlLviQixd Tigo^: II e to hare 
iritiiL i}oili6tii3ii,’Hi&t t!^$ pradtiae icf writing bo re^ed tih 
* dlMcttity ftiiottid of 

Krkich pT^eisori^tii^ Me ocmteiifod hfiieelf withooi',, 

regard to Swi/t’e renctoMltiw^B* thcragh tbei*® vm no striking con* 
Ponange j v^ hie: terioifif^tions, ot to 

' reftm tMe; m^efnh > >' ' ' \ : v • < 

To S vift’8 edict ivf the Ali&k&ndrinos and, Trfplcj^r 

Me p1a.id littia T(^al‘4 ; Me 4^^^ opinion of' 

Penton, too rarely '] M,o tiRcs tiiom mor^ iibeiHiiy; inilliis ttani^atidn * 

, than hw poems, , .*''' . ' 

He has 4 f^'yr^dotitie rhy ahdi j san^ always, Pihink, nneneeessfally, 

except once in the "^'Ibpe of the Lock" * v 

Bkpletives he very early ejocted from hi$ rerackt Imt he now and 
then admits an epiilKit rather cuiuinodions than important. Bach 
of the six lint lines of the might lose two syllablea With 

very Uttic dimirtutl# of the meeting; and after all his 

art and lahonr, hoe verse sSEcms to he made ihr the auke of an i<-her, In 
hie later prodimtii ms the diction ia somevimeia vitiated by hHnch 
idioms with wWoh BolingVoke hud perhaps itofeeted him. 

i have been told that the conplefc by which he declared his own 
ear to be most gr^tilied ww this : \ 

’ l/Lti hairdfrflr*'^ 

V. ’ ''l^ermv.iHgTaniStJsi)iyi)«l^i a wasfrof snows,’ ^ 

But the r^on of this prcferonco 1 cannot discover. 

It is ^t^IDarkod by Watts, that timre w scarcely a happy combini* 
tiou 'Of words, or ^ phmo poetically eh;gar^t:in the Buglish iangnage, 
which Pope hi^ not inserted into hU vcfsion of Homer. How he 
obtubwt hpaeessinn of so many bsaulieii of f^n'oeh, it weve dcfilmble 
to know., That ho glnaned from ambore, dbstmro' as well as eminent, 
what he thought brill, iaht or useful, and prcserr?!d it aM in a reg^kr 
eoljeotictt k not uhUkely, . Whe^, in hfr la^t years, Hall’s Ss^tlref 
trere shewn him, ho ^ismut th.-itMo had, seen them,sooper. , 

New aentinmots and iicu' imag<^ dthete umy produce ; but to at* 
tempt Any fnither improi^omcnt of vj}r|i|i.t’^tioa will be, dangerous 
ArHnd diligence have , now done tho^i b«4, and what shall, be 
kd|ed will be the effort of t(?ihme toil and imcdlesi curiosity, 

Afrer all this it ie plirely superfluous to answer the question that 
has once be, on ash^^d, Whether Pope was a p^xit ; dtheiwiso than by 
„ ailing ih retifrii, If be not a poet, where , is poetry to be found I 

fe.cirouttiscnba po<^y by adofiratiou will oidy shew the narrow- 
heis of the definer* though a deMuifeiou which shall eiclnde Pop© 
'*^1 .not easily be made. I^et us look round upon the present tltou; 
and back upon the past ; , let ^ iuejuire to whom the voice of wkn* 
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kiad hsiA decided tbo offo&ixy ; let i^dit |Mfodadidnit lie ^ 
•mined, and tbeir cbima fttated, and tke |»i!etension« Pope iviU ^ 
be no more diepated* Had he gi? en the world only hk veirsdon, the 
name of poet iaU«t have been allowed him i if the writer of the ; 
** Iliad*' were to daas bit snccesaore, bO wonld aesigo a ^ery high 
plaoe to luB translator, without requiring any ether evldonoe of 
Qeniua 

The following lottery of which the origiiial k in the hands of 
Lord Harwich, was oommunioatcd to me by the kindnesa of Mr« 
JodrelL 

"To Mr, BBixmmi, at the Bkhop*» of London^s, al Fulham. 

"The faTour of your letter, with yottr rrmarH can never bo 
enough acknowledged the speed With which you dkohargad so 
troublesome a task doubles the obl^eition, ^ » 

"I must own, you have pleased me veiy much by the commenda* « 
* tions 80 ill bestowed tipou me j but, 1 a!“bure you, much more by 
the frankness of your censure, which I ought to take the more 
kindly of the two, afl it i» more advantage to a scribbler (o be im- 
pro\odinlus judgment, than to be soothed in his vanity. The 
greater part of those detiatlons froth the Oteek, widcU yon have 
observed, I was led into by Chapman and Hobbes ; who are, it 
seeinn, a« much celebrated icr their knowledge of the original, as 
they are decried for the badness of their translatiuiirt. Chapman 
pref cuds to have restored the genuine sense of the anther, from tho 
mlstakea of nil former eapbdncrs, in 6»everal hundred places * and 
tho 0«*inbridgo editor of the large Homer, in Oreek and Latin, at** 
tributed as much to Hobbes; timt they confess they have cerrectod ^ 
the old Latin interpretation very often by his version. For my part, ^ 
I general! y took the author's mcan’og to be a#* you have explainea it ; 
their authority, joined to the knowledge of xny own impdrfectncfs in 
the language, overruled me ilowevcr Sir, you may be conddont, ^ 
I think you in the i?ght, because you happen to be of my opinion : ^ 
for, men (let them say what they will) never approve ivny other's . 
sense, but as it squoi’cs with their own. But you have nuido me " 
much more proud positive in »ly judgement, since it is 

strenghionea by yours. I ihfnk your oi *fcicliwhtf, which regard the 
expression, very just, and shall make my proht pi thomt to ^vo yod V 
some proof that I am in earnest, T will alteac three verses on your J 
bare objection, though I have Hr. Brydta’s example for eatb of themi f 
And this, I hope, you will account no .<«maU piece of olwdience, from ^;;’ 
one, who values the authority of one true poet above that of twenty f‘ 
critics or commentators. But, though I speak thus of oommenta'* V 
tors, I will continue to md carofully all I can procure, to make up ) 
that way, for my own want of critical understanding in tho origins 
beauties of Homer. Though the greatest of them are certainly tnoso 
of invention and design, which are not at all oondnod to language; ' 
for the Cistinguishiug oxceUoudes of Homer are {by tho consent of 
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isriitSm of 111 mAam) totiu ilie miimivl (vliich k^txde lU 
m m tban the toptesf^tatiens o£ eaoh 

UMK^ by h» i^rorda ;) and then in that rapture t&d } 
urbWi teaatiei yen away with hm, with that wonderful foroi;^ that 
m tom who ha<j a tme poetical spirit k inaater of himielf, while 
heriadihiih. HomenniJcei you Interested audoonoemedboforeyew 
to aware, all at once, whemi V ir/$U does it by soft degrees. This, 

I believe, k what a tianilator of IXomer ought principally to imb 
tato; and it is very hardihr any translator to come up to it, bocam 
the chief reton why all transUtione fall short of their originals is^ 
that the very oenafcraiut they to obliged to, renders them heavy and 
dispirited. 

** The great beauty of Homer’S language, as I tahe it, consists in 
that noble simplicity which runs through all his works; (and yot 
his diction, contrary to what one would im^ine consistent with ^ 
simpUoUy, k at the aau time very copious!) 1 do know how I 
have run into this pedantry in .a letter, but I find f have said too 
much, as well as spoken too inconsiderately ; what farther thoughts 
1 have spoken upon this subject, I ebalbhe glad to communicate to 
you (for my own improvement) when we meet; which is a happy 
ness I very eamoHUy desire, aa I do likewise eome eppoytanity of 

S roving how much I think mf lelf obliged to your fnenasLIp, and 
ow truly I aih, ^ 

Sir, 

your# most faithful, humble servant, 

“ A, Popv.” 


The Oriticism upon Pope’s Ipitaphs, which was printed in *<The 
Univcml Visitor,*' is placed here, being two minute and particular 
to he inserted lu the l^ife. 


Every Art k beat taught by example. Nothing contributes mote 
to the cttlrivatihn of propriety, than remarks on the works of those 
who haw most excelled. I iall therefore endeavour, at this rwi^ 
to entertaih the youn^j students in poetry with an examination of 
Pope’s Epitaphs. . 


to dchue an %)itaph is useless ; every cue knows that it k an 
inacriptbh on a Tomb. An epitaph, therefore, itopUes no parti** 
cniar character of writing, but may be composed in verse or tosi- 
It k indeed commoniy panegyrical; because we to sridom aistin- 
guisbod with a atone but by gur friends ; but it has no rule to re* 
strain or modify it, except thw, that it ought to be no longer than 
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Dorset) the grsoe of comtit Uie ttuse'i pride, 
Pstton of arts, to )ndgv of nsune, dr’d. 
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i!U pride. th<»tli(h f ftvctlfy^dl 

t Of IS^ inl#amiQg ind «( hmm isUte . 

Ttt ipft. m t»ttm ttioug^ hif 

g l» iind hi» wiiid<»» gaiy 

iMi; satirWf ♦ who touci the qte#rt» 0 ttad, 

Aft ehOff’d^ Vice Md hl^ hate aQd toc^ 

^leet QOttTtier^ who ooutd hing iGua oohtiitry pleaie, 

Yet «acred kept hit frtmdHhitnir and hLa fMiee* 
pew ' hi>k great forefatlier’a etery gmce 
Itefieotine and roflcet^d in hUta^e, " 

Where otW ItUQkhiirate. ether* JUerieil *hin«< 

And patddiii still, or poeuii ddce ihe Ufte* 

The first distich of this epitoh contains h kind of infortnailoti 
which few wontd want, that tn6 man for whom thh iomb was 
erected- died Theiis are indeed s^me mmlitiee Worthy of praise 
ascnbod to the dead, but nont that were ukely to exempt him from 
the Jot of man, or mtUne us much Jo wonder th^fc he shonJd die. 
What IS meant by “Judge oi naturef ’ is wot easy to Natdre ' 
is not the oJ>jL<‘t of human Judgment; for it is in vam to 
where we caunot aU<r. If by nature Is meant what i« commonly 
catJed iiufvH br tht cutiu, ajttst representation oi Ihings Tsaily 
existing, and aciious io.iUy performed, nature cannot be properly 
oppofied naiurt being, in this sennv <>^^7 i^he best elibet of . 

art. 

The «oourgt of |«ride*~ ^ 

Of Ibis couplet, the scf^ond J*no i* not, what is intended, an iJlua* 
tratum of the lurmer- Pndi, in tlie w indeed well enough 
connected with hiiares in state, th<mgh //«tf cf » is a word rather too 
luduwous and light, but ih^ jrnmUoo »d rai t n^icf ptide will not' 
lead the thoughts to in rather to iwune upmos of 

tyranny or oppression^ something mo;e gloomy and more iornudablo 
than foppery. 

Yet aeff Jiw tisturr 

This is a high compli’neni, but was not lirhl Jui^towod On l)or«et 
by Pope. Thu next verae ie extremely bcautitul. 

llkst satmst: - V 

In this 4i«<fieh is another line of whieh Pope was not the author; 

I do not mean to bhtiim thc^e imiUHoiid with Juueh hardntv^i; 
dong pcrfoinmnco^ thevaie bcarceiy to be avoided ^ aud m aUtir^cr 
they way bo indnlg#*d, be cause the traui of the composition may ' 
naturally soVolvc them, or the ft<niitine^ of the subject allow Kttio 
(Choice. However, that whiuh U b'Wto wed h not \o bo ergoye^l as onr 
own ; and it ia the business of critical juaiUejUi givn mry bkd of 
the htUfics hw proper feather. 

Oeurtfer--^ 

Whether a courtier can properly be commeuded for keeplug hih 
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me Ucndt my teat&blo To ploaiso king ftud cottn* 

tiy> without feiJouKtehio to onj of tim«»> vm * 

woij uooommoii lUBtAuoin of pjfujuonoo ot felicity, and dceettod tn 
bo ltoj)t oepaarsto trm, ii^> |>opf ^ oommoudatioti as of hui eaeow 
1 j»dl«h oni poeto womM atte^id h Jitdo more oocutotely to the uie of 
the word ictmd, which lujtily Khpuld never be Applied m a oeriotu 
oomptwiitlou* but where wui<< d»*ty ih ewted or ijuplied A mah 
my keep his frleudehip eactvd, becauso promises irieudship Are 
very awful tiee ; but Mhiuks h< cduuot, but |h » bdtkis^Ud seusey 
be said to keep his ease mend 

The blOasingR osonbed to the />r^r has uo couueoidau with his 
peerage they might happen to au) other xnau, whose auoestoxi 
Wert, remembered, or Whose posterity were likely to be regarded, 

1 know not whetbei tkw epitaph be wortl^ f ithtr oi the writer 
or the man entombed. 

n . 

0» JSkr VfxhiitkU TaUUMt, one e*f th I*ffn(W(d Secrctant$ ^ Staii 
ce J5r»«g WiiUAH. 11^, iofio, thwam died »» hn 

nhrmmt at iu 17 ib 

A pleofiitg form n firm yvi eautiotic mm i , 

Slocrre thoufili i i Icni oTf»»rt yttrowgiid, 

Hon UT unr^ r d a pnnci \t pt< fe«t 
ITl*: <1 to ont <jdt. bOtmi U rate to fbr mt 
An bonrst courtier, a pat~ t too 
yu*ttobt«pri a na4t>mi eoiTtry tfue 
JPiU’d wUh tht sctiw « f IK# tbt fi « ef youth; 

A icorn of yet u tH\ f< r trulU 

A grnerotis fwib, in m •^aptrstiiion tree 
A love to i>cttto and U^te of tyranny 
Such Uu«^ man wss who n tr iVom f urtb nnior d 
At longUi tnjoya vhai liberty ht, hnr d 

Itt this epitaph; a? m many othei«» thtro app^^are, at the ^rtt 
view, a fault which I thmk Hoatody any beauty cau compensate. 
The name is omitted Th< ^ ntl of an cpitapn lo to < >nvey some 
aeoount of tht dead , and to uh d purpose w my thing told of him 
whose name is ooneemod ? An epitaph, nnd a history of a nameleM 
hero, are ecjtually absurd, since the virtues and qualities so re* 
OOtmtSd Stt either «re ecattorod at tho moiiy of foitune to be an* 
proptiafed by ghetes The name, it is tnio, may be read ufHin ii6» 
ito»e> but What obh^tlon has it to the poet, whost* voraes wimder 
over the earth, and leave the subjeet bchuid them, and Who i» 
forced, like on unskilful painter, to make hk purpose known by ad* 
ventitious help t 

This epitaph is wholly without elovution, and contains nothing 
Atnking or partiouiar , but the poet k not to be blamed for the 
defects of his subject llio said perhaps the best that could be said. 
There ore, howeTcr, some deiects wmoh were not made x^poessoiy 
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by the wUdii be was empbyed. ^biftre is no op|]^tion 

botween an hoTUst ciamrUer and a painot; for, m aomitr oan* 
not but be a 

It was -uiMnutable to tbc niocty required in abort corapointtions, 
to dose bis verse wiib tbo irord too .• ^vcry rbyjtOe ebottld be a word 
of eippbaaiR ; nor can this rule be safely neglected, except whd-e 
the length of the poem naakos slight inaccuracies excusable, or al- 
lows room for beauties sufficient to ovorpowta? the effects of petty 
faults. 

At the beginning of the seventh Hue the word filled is weak and 
prosaic, having no partioulflir adaptation to any (ff tbo words that 
follow 

The thought in the lastline Is impertinent, having no bonnexion 
with the foregoing character, nor with the condition of the man 
described. Had the epitaph been writteh on the poor conspirator, 
who died lately iu prison, aft^r a copfinement of more than forty 
years, without any crime pro's ed against him, the sentiments had 
peen ju'it and ^athetical : but why should ^IVumbal bo congrati3(- 
lated upon his liberty, who had never known rehtraint? 

III. 

On ihi Urn* SjaroN HAnoooar, onlyito'n (fi Lai it Phat nlUr JUn* 

OoexT, a< fAa Chunk ffi Blanton Sarcowitt in Oxfordshire^ 1720 . " 

To thu sad ahtino, whot'ar tbou art, di aw noor, 

Hete lica the friend mo«t Urved, the aotJ tuvist d<’a»' t 
Who ne’er kn«w joy, Vut fitendi,hiiJ might (ijv»ot', 

Or gave hia f ither gnei hut >^hen he dy d. 

How vein his reason, eloquence how weak \ 

If Pope must tell whit llgrcourt eating spoak. 

Oh, let tjiy once lov’d friend ihfcijU ihy stoat., 

And with a tether's borrows mis xiis onn. 

^ This epitaph is principally remji-rkable for the artful introduc- 
tion of the name, which is viyerted with a pccuUar felicity, to 
which chance must concur with geniur, which no man can hope to 
attain twice, and which cannot be aopied hut with servile imitation. 

I cannot but wish that, of this inscription, the two last lines had 
been omitted, as they take away from the energy what they do not 
add to the sense. 


IT. 

On JAME^ 01IA(?GS, Esq. 

In Weslminsler 

JACofiM raArtOi, 

xitii jCAONii KttIXA^KUl! A «fionstrs 
ST (wferscuu sanctioaukus 
raiKciris taaitku ac twiu amoa a-f 
OELTPIAV, 

Tjxrr nrvtn jst isvidia stAjos^ 

ANAjM lUiV PATOUS XAXV* 

OS, m, rri. imeexx. 



' 


In «ctio» itmi in liononr f\mt { 

Who Iteroike noi^oniMiet ierv'd no pnvxtv end. 
Who gidh d no tStlf , end who lost no filmd i . 
EimoblGd hy Mtneelf« hf ell epprov’d. 

Trm d, weq^, md honour d hy the Uim b» l(»y*iL 
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(Phd litei on C^gg» wero not origunally intended for an Opitaph : 
atid tlmroford some faults are to be imputed to the violence ’with 
which th^ are tom from the poem that first contained them* Wo 
(may, however, observe some defects. There is a redttndancy of 
a ords in the couplet it is superfinous to tell of 14m, wh^o wae 
<rM«, tfnd fauhfvl, that he was nt honnut tlear. 

There seems to be an opposition intended m the foufth liae, 
which ia apt very obvious : where is the relation between Wiie two 
positions^ that he ffamed noUi^^jand lost no/ne/id. 

It may be proper here to remark the absurdity of joinin|:, in the 
same inscription, Latin and 'HhlgIi•^h, or vep^e and prose. If either 
language be preferable to the other, let that only be used ; ior, no 
reason can be given why part of the information should be given in 
one tongue, and part in another, on a Ibomh, more than any other 
plaoe, or anj other oeca*^ian ; and to tell all that ean be couveuL 
ently told in vorbe, and then to cat! in the help of prose, has always 
the appearance of a vuy srtlehs expedient, or of an attcmi>i unao- 
complished. Such an epitaph resembles the conversation of a fo- 
reigner, who tells part of his meaning by words, and con\eys part 
by signs* 


T. 


Intended for Mn Kowa. 

Thy riflEqucs Row® to tbh fair um we ttuSt* 

And place by 03 } den a awful dnat ; 

Bimeinh n rude and namelufla slpne be bee, 

%'o which thy tomb Eih'ill guide ongmiliig tiTBH* 

Peace to thy genlk shade, nnd endless nstl 
Blest in thy gtuina in thy lo\e too b rst f 
Onr grateful aoinan to Ihj fame suppliei 
^ Vi bat a wlioU thankless land to his denies. 

Of this inscription the chief fault is, that it belongs lea , 

whom it was written, timn to Dryden, who was buried near 
jhim ; and indeed gives very little information concerning either. 
To wish rmre to thy sltadt is too mythological to be admitted 
into a Ohristian temple * the ancient worship has infected almost 
fldl our other oompoations, and might therefore bo contented to 
spare our epitaphs* Lot fiction, at least, cease with life, and let 
US ^ sexinuA over the grave* 
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Vh 

On Mrs. CoJikvs, 

wjio of a Canttr in fur MreMt. 

Her? ncstft b womaji, 'without pretODHHSi 
Blest vith plala reason, and «ith vobf^ seniOi 
Ko conquest she, but uW berstlf, desir’d ; 

No arts e*Majr 4. but not to he admir d 
Pusion and pHd« to lier soul anknown, 

ConviiK d ihal Virtue only is out onu 
8o unadhited. so compos’d u mind, 

00 firm, yet soft, so strong, yet so refin’d,, 

Heft^ en, as Its purest gold by tOitures try ’d > 

The saint sustain d It but the wonurU dy’d. 

I havw alvrayfi oonsidered this m the most valuable of all Pope^s 
epitaphs ; the subject of it is a character utit disonmiuated by au| 
enining or emineut j^ouliaritios , that which really make^ 
though not the splendour, the felicity of life, and that which eveiy 
^ wise man will choose for hn* hnal and lasting oompamon in tht 
langour of age, in the quiet of privacy, when h« deparfs weary and 
disj^ted from the oBreutaiiou^, the volatile, and the vain^ Of 
auon a oharactei, which the dali overlook, and the gay despjSe* it 
was fit that the value should be made known and ilie dignity es- 
tablished. Domestic virtue, as it ia txerted without great ooea* 
lions, or conspicnous consequences m an even unnoted tenori 
required the genius of Pope, to display it iu such a manner as 
might attract regard* and enforce reverenoe. Who can forbear th 
lament that this amiable woman has no name in the verseii 1 
If the particular lines of this inwadption be tiamined, it will 
appear less faulty than the !^t. There Is scarcely one line taken 
from common places, unless it bo that in which oa/y Vtrtm is said 
to be our own, I onpe heard a ladv of great beauty and excellence 
object to the fourth line, that It contained an unnatural and inore* 
dible panegyric. Of this let the ladies judge. 

VII. 

Oft ihf MonurAint pf the fffm Kodkrt DidBT, and pf hii Hittr 
Mary* meted ou their Father the Lord DiOBT* in the cAufcft of 
Sherbmef in DoriMsHrej 1727. 

Co I fair exSUip}« of ontamtsd youth. 

Of n)o4e*it wJudoifi, and pu ific itVih . 

Com pol'd tu Buffering* and in joy «edate« 

Good without noise without pretensions great. 

Just of thy word, in every thouglit uncerS, 

Vftto kneu no wish but that the world nuglit hesr, 

Of softest manneri. unafit i trd mind, 

Itovor of peace, and firieud of human kmd. 

Co, live! for hi nvoi'a eternal year is thine, 

Co and eaalt thy mortal t <Bvmc. 

And thou, bleii staid t attendant on liiS doom* 

, Fesufive hast fQUow'4 to Uis lUeut tomb, 

\ * r 


t)iiQ HUM oouTie ««m« qtUet, tltore, 

N6t vaHed totig, liind nO’ff H no mora t 
then, nl^ tiqeere if knoim I 
tp lDr« and ix) enjoy are one I 
Tet take HeH ; ntoriah^# relief $ ; ^ 

And till «« dhntft yout joye* forgive our grielt: ' 

Tlwwe IfUle rttte, a an-joera vem rccoire, 

^iPis all « father. «U a IViend can give ' 

This epita|>h contains of the brother only a general indtscrimi* 
nate ohaxaoter, and of the f*h<ter tell^ nothing oat that she died. 
The diflOiouitj in writing epitaphs is to give a particolar and appro- 
priate praise# Tin'*, howev<*r, is not always to be performed; what* 
ever be the diligenoe or ability of the writer, for, the ^atirjpart 
of otankind fuu mOiurorift afvV, have little that distinguishea 
them from others equally good or bad, and therelore nothing can 
he said of them which may n(»t be applied with equal propriety to 
a ihonaatid more. It is indeed no groat panegyric, that there is 
inclosed in this tomb one who was born in one year, and died ih 
another j yet many ui!>efui and amiably lives have been spent, which ^ 
yet leave little materialfl for any memotial. These are however 
nut the proper fiulqects of poetry,- and whenever friendship, or any 
other motive; obliges a poet to wiite on such subject^ he must be 
forgiven if he sometimes wanders in gonoralitics, and utters the 
same praises o> or diffi'iwnt tombs 

The sentiments of human jiraisos can scarcely be made more ap- 
parent; than by lomiwking how often ?ope has, in the few epitaphs 
which he composed; found it necessary to borrow from himself* 
Tlie fourteen cpiia|>hs, which lie has written, comprisoe about an 
hundred and forty bnOd, in which there are more repetitiop^ than 
will easily be found in all the ic-'t of, his works. In the eight lines 
which make the oharacTcr of l>Mby, thure w scarce any thought* 
or wtfrd, which may not be found in the other cpitjaphs. 

The ninth line, nhuh is fUr the strongest and most elegant* is 
borrowed from Drydon, Tiie conclusion iii the same with that on 
Harcourt, but is here more elegant and better connected. 

xni 

On Sir OontRir Krbusa* 

In }Vi$tmins(fr*Albe^, 17iJ3. 

KneUer, hy H«iv4li, and not a master taught, 

Whoa© art was hatwre, and who?© pictorct* thoujfht ; 

Now fot Wfo Ages, h«>ing pnatchU ftpm fate 
Whate’er was beantonus, or whate'er was groat. 

Idea ciPownM aith Pnncc*a honours, roet’alayn, 

« Due to his morit, and brave thirst his praike. 

Living, great Nature fear’d he might outvie 
Her worki i and dying, fears hcrselfinay die. 

Of this epitaph the first couplet is good, the second not bad* tho 
third is deionnqd with a broken metaphor* the word nmn^d iiol 
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bdiDff 4pfUoabl0 to tlie honoun ot the Ittyt ; and the fonith ie hot 
only ocmired freon the epitaph on Eaphael j hut of a very hawh ^ 
oonatmot^on* ^ ‘ ' 

. ’ . # is* * ^ t 

IX. 

On Oeneral HaN&y "Witnm 
Jn WestmUsiir- Abbey f 17 ^ 

Here, Withers, 1 thpn br&v<!«t, gcntlcet mind^ 

Thy country'* frkDd, but more of human kind. 

O ! born to arma ) 0 1 vortU in youth approv'd! 

Oh \ Boft huiQimity in ag* hOlov'd 1 
For thee tha haidy veteran tliopB a tiar» 

And the gay courtier feeU t]w eigh hincerc. 

"Withers, adieu ’ yet not with thi'o remove 
Thy martial spirit, or ihy soct ii lo^ e ! 

AmiiM corruiB(^ion, luxury, and rage : 

Still leave a»mr ancio ft virtues to our age ; 

Nor let us hay (those lin>?Uj»b glories gone), 

The last true Briton lies beneath this »tone. 

The cpituph on Withers aflbrds another instance of commofl-t 
placoa, though soiuowbat dlyoraihod^ by mingled i|ualitie8, and the 
peculiarity of a profeftsum. 

The second couplet is abrupti genera^ unpleasliig ; cxclama* 
tion eeldom bucceedta in. our language ; and, I think, it may bo 
observed that the particle 0 ! used at the begluniug of the sen* 
tence, always offendw. 

The thirdiconplet is more happy; the value expressed for hinir 
by different sons of men, raises him to c^toem ; there is yet aomc- 
thiiigvif the couimou cant of suporhml sati nstfe, nho Bttpi)n3e that 
the in.dncerity of a courtier destroys ull lii« hcnsation", and that he 
is equally a dissembler to the living and the dead. 

At the third couplet I Bhouhl wish the epitaph to close, but that 
I should be unwilling to lose tho two ivjjit liues, which yet aro 
dearly bought if they ciunot be retained without Uie four that 
follow them. 


X. 

On Mr. EhiOAU r;.5ToF. 

At Easiktumund in Heihlure, 17S0. 

This modest Uonc, what few vaiy? raarbP’* can, 

May truly sny. Here Uefi an hunwt bun i 
A root, ble**t bejund tho j»ort’b litM, 

Whom Henven kept B«crod from t* e Proud and Gtf at . 

Foe to loud piaiuf*, and friend to learned cose, 

€onbent witli icwnce in the valt of pP4C< . ^ 

Calmly ho look 'd on either life, and bero 
Saw nothing to reijiret, or thoro to fear ; 

From ^tlaturo's tempnrAtc fo isi ruse itatiafy^d, , 

Thank’d Heaven that he had liv’d, and that nc dy'd. 

The ffi;t couplet of thhi epitaph is borrowed from Ciaihaw. The 
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four liue9 ooutoiu a species of praise peculiar, original, and 
just. Here, therefore, the inacripticm sbould have ended, the 
latter part containing nothing but ji-hat is common to every man 
who is wise and good. The character of Fenton rras so amiable, 
that 1 cannot forbear to wish for. some po«t or triographer to display 
it more fully for the advantage of posterity. If he did not stand 
in the idrsi rank of getdus, he may claim a place in the second : 
and, whatever onticism may object to his irntings, censure could 
find very litUc to blame in JWs We. 

XT. 

On, Mr. 

Watmmter-Ahhe^, 

Of msxmors gentle, of aireclt(jn« mCd : 

%a vit, a man ; aimplidlty, a chile . e 
With native humour tenipeRng vlrtnauB rage. 

Form’d, to delight at oncfl and la-ih the nge : 

Above tmophrtion, in a low eatato t 
And uncorruptwl, e'tn among ihenircat : 

A Mh) companion and an easy friend. 
rrnWaiu’d through Ute. Iftmonh'd m tl>y end, 

These are Ihy honours I not tlmt here thjr bust 
la mix'd with iusroea, or with hmg* thy daat; 

.. But that f lie >\'aTthy and the Good ahall say, 

Btnkiug their pmsivc IXHoms^Heto XJpi Gay. 

As Gay Vras the (avouritc of our author, this epitaph was proba- 
bly written with an unoommon degree of attention ; yet it is not 
more snccess/blly executed than the rest, for it will not always 
happen that the piiccc'is of a poet is proportionate to his labour. 
The Same observaf Jon mhv be oxtcndc<j to all works of imaginatioii, 
which are often iuiluonced by causes wholly ont of the performer’s 
power, by hmts of which he perceives not the origin, by sudden 
elevations of mind v^hich ho emnot produce in himself, and whidi 
sometimes rise when he expects them least. 

The two parts of the tirbt line are only echoes of each other; 
ffiiuili ma 7 in<.u and mdd qfiHopt, if they moan any thing, must 
mean the same. 

That Gay was h natj z% r/f is a very frigid commendation; to 
have the nit of man is not much for a poet. The tn( of man, and 
the shnpliaty of a child, nuke u pf»or and vulgar contrast, and 
raise no ideas of excellence, cither intellectual or moral. 

In the next couplet rnge ^ IcM properly introduced after the 
mention of mildnm and y^htUneK", which are made the constituents 
of his character; for a man so 7»ild and gentk to toper his rope, 
was not didicult. 

The next line is inluirmonions in its sound, aPd mean in Its con- 
ception ; the opposition is obvious, and the word laith used absolute- 
ly, and witho it any modification, is gross and improper. 

To be altove iem^tion in poverty, and/r^e/raw comi^Uon amon^ 
tln^ QnaU i» imicedsuch a peculiarity as deserved notice. eBut to 
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Im? a taf€ ^o^pmion is a praise ©erely uogativO^ 

possession of tirtue^ l>ut the absence of ykje^, att4 that one of fbo 

paostodiom ,, ' 

As little can W added to his character^ by inerting ^bat ho tras 
Umt^ud in hU nfid. Kve^y tnan that dies is, at ^ast by tie writer 
of bis epitaph, supposed to be lamented; and theTefore this general 
lamentatiDu does no honour to 0ay» 

The hret eight lines have no ^‘aimnar ; the adject}f es are wi|h- 
ont any suljstantire^ and the iepiibets without a snbjoet. 

The thought in tie last iii(ia> that Giy ii buried ip the boaem of 
the v?or(hj and ihi& abod^ who aro diijtmgpwbed on^y to lengthen 
the line, is so dark few understand it j and, so when it 
is explained; that still fewer approve. - ^ , v , 

^ xn. ; 

I.'?rKfipnn ton Sir Isaac Kkwiok. 

- ’ In Wt^^ukouf^r'AhVey, 

- ' ' ' IflAACUS K£Wli»>'in8 i' , '' 

, ■ . ' , (iuCTi Tnimortalm ^ 

*. ‘ Testamur, Tempu^* Natural, Oatilum; 

, . Mflna!«'"5i ' '' 

floe warfftor fHtetur. 

Nfttun*. fimi N&ujirt’* I, y tnd in 
God 34id, iwii'f bn ’ AudaW was light. 

Of this epitaph, short a 3 it in, the faults seem not to be very few. 
Why part should be liatin, uud pnrtBngli,4, it is pot easy to dis- 
cover. In the Latin the <»ppo4iioa of and Mortalu, is 
a mel'e sound, or a mere quibble ; he id not itnmoHal iu any senao 
contrary to that in which hoiis mortut. 

In the veroOH the tlKiught U obvious, uhd the words niphi and 
light arc too nearly allied. 

XIIL 

OnUnitvsn Duh of BuoKTu^uiiM, who dud in the Year of Ms 
Agt, 17M0. 

If modest youth, with cool leiiccUon crown'd, 

An<I every niK virtue blonmit.jtf rouad, 
fJould ; ft VC a iwrent'B j ustest pride f om fiite* 

Or ftdd one patriot tn a smJilug st^tc ; 

Thitf *eeiunj? mwrblc haricot ask'd thy toar,, 

(hr sadly fcdtl huw n.any hope*, lA- lucre 1 
The Ijviog virtue jiow iiad uhoac approx-'d, 

The sannie heard him', and lus (?ounwy lov'd. . 

Yet Bofter honours and Icfla noiiiy faBj6, 

Attend the shade of gentle UUokingham ; 

In whom » race, for courage fam'd and art,' 

J£nd» in the pnldvr mc-rit ot the heart • 

And, chiefs or gageB, Irmg to Britain given, . 

PsyB tilt* lait fributo of a saint to BeRVeii. 

'V’ 

This spitsph Mr, Warburton prefezx to th« res^ ; but I know not 
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for To iriih ift utiroly a mode of 

ipeed opproaohift^ to Oonifem Offcnn^ mtm 
is fioniethiog like teutokgy ; the following liue^> are pw 
prosaSo. Art hit AaotW op^plet med for ctHSf %t a rliymO mf 
iw had to The rit liu*i JrtifS are the best, hut not eacoeltet 

The rest of hi«i iftepulohrai pf i iormanee» bard I j dea**rve the notAoe 
of critjei^m. The coutcmptihk^ Wal botueeii IIb anti Sais 
alioulil have bw mppref^ fo» <be aulboi'e mXu 

Tn biB last e])itaph uu bmj^t If, lu which be atteinpt^l to be JOOuJar 
apaueiifMd thf Itiv ihifiaa fh<u mabt myn ecnoUA, he coo- 
fauude the Iwine man with the deid . 

Tn' pr nd*, »*tone, oi uwOex this pill. 

Or undei llua tuvf, Ip 

“When n mm ib once baiiid, tbo quei«lu>n, nivu*?* vbat ho 
bmed, iH easily dfctfUd, He fwr<>ot thar ]io wrott (bo 

^*pltajjh ui & state ol nne^ Hamty> jet ifc c< nhl Uf t b«» hud o\ ei him ^ 
till hw gra^t ivw math 8 *h*1j i» thf bUj ol wit ■nheu It w ill* 
owployed. 

The world liHi but llltlo nev/, e%ou tln^ uietcbednofw t^eaiB to, 
Invc b on hoi rowed from the followin » tuiuU < lima • 

0 1 Am •? t h iw lOwUi ois i 
*^ub hr « lu‘^r i o l \») suhhic ' uto >, sou 
Huh ,ui(ttUt<i u> uo b< ti nt« 
aivo hanfidt Ih» 5itaio« < fjn pi?, c4 

<n», ituiiiu'i luciwni. A i»b» 

M Hu s h Hid potu t lutoil f **'ir «■?] oC*” 

Tnni) <Ttel ubi uhvi 

1 ft lit ft 11 1 up< nip ,1 < mir>i» 

V i\ui) 1 t»i vUDvO a li u ^ 

0 iiKnii%H‘ul iiotcj^flro 
u'lfu «H iftftl 1 ‘ttn i stpuiiOnori 

"Purely \iiododid not wntitjo t« opu’ that bn triflo would 
have eier had hOt n m ilh^f mops iiuoiTfoz 
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of wh6zn ^hftfeie«r«r i shall relate, mttre' theii 
has 'beeti; already pnbUshed, f owe io the kiiid cwimnipatlott , 
of Dr. Warfcofi, wa« bom in 160% at Blajidfor4> tb® soa of a phyei- ! ; 
' much Ostee®aed. v ' 

Ho was, in 1714, recolTOd aa a scholar into Winchesior CJoBogo, 
where he was diatingnished by e;terci»oa of elegance, 

mid, at his removal to New College in 17X0, l^^resontedL to tho eleo* 
tars, as the prod a^t of his private auci volpntai^ studiee, b complete 
version of Lncan’s poenfi, whicU he did hot then know to have ocen . , 
trimslatcd by Kowe* ^ 

Thisiai’^ai instance Bf early diligence which well deserves to be 
recorded,' The suppression of such a work, recommended by sndi 
p unoommon ciTmthiPtances, is to be regretted. It is indeed culpable 
to. load libraries with superiinons booki ,bnt incitements to early 
eScellenbc nre neyer siipenlluotis, and froml this example the danger 
is hot gr^ of inany imitations. 

, ,Whe»^ie had resided at his college three ycani, he was presented 
to the reciorf nt Pimpern in Dorcestshire by his relation, 
Mt^ Pitt of WMHeld my in Hampshire ; and, resigning his follow- 
ship, contlhr^ed at two years longer, till he became .Master 
ofArt8(172i) ■ 

Ho probably about this time trauplalcd, Vidals Art o( Poetrv/^ 
whicl^ 'fjistram’s splendid edition had then made popular. In this 
translation he distinguished himBelf, both by its general elegance, 
and by the skilful adaptation of his numbers, to the images ex- 
pressed ; a beatUy which Vida has with great ardour enforced awd 
etemplified. ’ 

He then retired to his living, a place very pleasing by its situa- 
tion, and therefore likely to excite the imagination of a poetj 
u'here he passed the !?ost of his Ijfe^ reverenced for^hia virtue, and 
beloved for the softness of his tetaper and the easiness of his man- 
ners. Before strangers he hfid eomethiug of the scholars timidity 
or distrust ; bttt when he bcciKme familiar he was in a very degree 
cheerful and entertaining, His general benevolence procured ge- 
neral respect} and he pa's^ed alite placid and honourable, neither , 
too great for the kindness of the low,e»tw too low for the notice of 
the great. , ' . ' . ' , 

At what time he composed Ms miscellany, publishcfl in 1727, it 
ES not easy or necessarj^ to know : those which have datea appear to 
have been very early productions, and I have not observed that any 
rise above mediocrity. ' , ,, 

M'ijc Btmeess of bk Vida animited him to a higher und^rfaking } 
and in hifi thirtieth year he published a version of the tei ho.okhf 
the Thk being, 1 suppose, commended by his; frietids, h®. 



BomeiixQ^ added ilitee or four xo&te ; witK an adver^se^ 

; ment, in whidb, he rejpreifintfi toi»elf as translating vith great in*- 
difference, and idih a ptogr®** ^ which himself was hardj;!^ omt* » 

. Boioue. 'Tliis can hardly be trae, ai^d# if true, is nothing to the 
render. 

'At last without any thrlheir cont^tion with hjs modesty, or ajfy 
awe of the name of thyden^ he gairo US a oomploteiEngliBh lEneia 
' which I tim sorry not to s«»e Joined in this jmblicatbn with his 
other poems. It would haire been phrasing to hare an opportunity 
of eompatitig the two best translaUuns tliat perhaps over pro^ 
duoed by ong nation of the samo author. ^ 

l*itt, engaging os a rival with Dryden, naturally observed his 
fftiluroa, and avoided them ? and, as be wrote after Ape^» Iliad, he 
had an eusinple of an exact, equable, and splondid versiffcaiiom 
With thcHQ advantages, seconded by great diligence, ho might sue^ 
ooMsfaby labour x^*^’*rictilar paasages, and escape many errors. If 
the two \ciiRion 8 are <»oinpflrod, perhaps the residt would be, that 
Diydeu leads tiio leader lorward by liis general Mgour and spright- • 
htioss, and Titt often stops him to contemplate iho «i:seellancc of a 
single couplet ; that Dryden^^ faults are forgotten in the hurry of 
. delight, and that iMt's beauties are uegleoted in the lan^^or of a 
cold and listless perusal ; that Pitt pleases the critics, and Jlryden 
the people; that Pitt is quoted, and Drydctt read. 

Ho did not long onj»>y the reputation which this great work dc- 
semdly conforrod ,* for he left the world in 1748 , and Hea burled 
uuder a stone at Blandford, on which is this inscription t ^ 

In lUrnty of 

Cn», Pinr, clerk, M. A. • 

V< ry emtnmt 
ior ni* talenut in*poetrjr ; 
and jetHMire 

for the universal car>dour of 
his mind, and tht* pti<iiU)\ 
aituplicUy ofhistDi&nnere, 

>!<• lived innocent’ , 
and died lieluved, 
dpr. 15 . I 74 «, 
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^ ♦*’*f 

1?ttaiiS0ir, Jiljem of A .well i^teeinod fb^f W» piMy 

djlijs^exic^ xr5t»l)br« S^'pUmber f, 170^? at I5doam, in iK© ©Mr© 
of Ifeoxburgli, of yihich l»i» iUto* pastor* ilia ipother, who«e 
name waa Jlnoie^ in!boHt©d m on-hmm a portioiii of a siMli 
oatate. Tho jt‘veijo.0 a parish in Scotland i|i jsieltlomHargfl j and Ife 
VF^ft pX'obaMy iu ennrafliiw^tion of the diftc’oJty with «hioh Mn 
Thomswjn euppOfted hm family* haVin® nine chUdr©i*» ^hat Mr* 
Iticcaltoix, a nelghboudn® mluiitor, dx^oovodn® in Jaiiiioa ttnootn* 
mou prWMies of future e^oeUowdo* nndortook to anpmrinUnd hi» 
cdno^tion, and provide him hooka. 

Ha vraa Uu^fht the coinmon imdioinnis of learning at the aoHool 
of deUhmrg?hi a pine© whioh ho delights to roooUeot in his poam of 
Auinma f httt xvns not eonsid/^Jrea hy h)« ma^Wr txn impoiioi' to 
Common boya, tho«§;h in ihwa early dayi^ he nmn&ed his patron nnd 
his frieimU wHh ppeHcaJ compoiMtionR ; with which* ho^oyer, lie 
lilfle ple*48cd hiEUMdf, that e\eiy new year’s day he tbmv into 
the fire ail the prodnotions of the foregoing year. 

From ihe Hohool Uu was rtemoved io lOjinbiirgh* where he had 
not rewded twoyeaya when his Ulher di®'l> and kft nil his children 
to the care of tlieir mother, who raised npon her Uttle rebate what 
money a mortg'i^e could afToril, and, iremovim'^ With her fhrnily tO 
Jidinhur^fb, lived to her mn ti-ing into emineuoe, i ^ 
Thedcs^igu of l^homaon'e friends vaw *o breed him a mipii^ter. 
Ht* lived at Udmburgh, as at aeW'd, witliont dlfUnction or eicpoo- 
tatiou, till, at the tmml tltne, h« pehomffl a prohftiiowjary cxeroise 
by eKpUiiitng a psalm. Hifsi dntiun wat, so poetically e|4endid, 
that Mr. UamilCOn, the prifes^ior, rvprovod Mm for Rpeahing lan- 
guage uninteUigihlwtO a p >3^ul5ir and.^eco ; and he censuiOd one of 
his ox^pressione as indecent, if not piotVne. 

This rebuke U yep{»nod to hav<i reproward Ms thoujjhts of an oc* 
olesiaatiojd oharaottr, and hp probably onitiyated with now diU* 
gence hla bios* oins of poetry, wMeh, howtiv*'r, were in some danger 
of a blast ; for, submiirfciug bis ^rodiicfciona to hoim who thought 
themselves ^lUlifiod to ho heard of nothing Wt faults; 

but, hudhig other judges moto favoufCbloJ he did aofc miffor himself 
to biuli into dtMpfvndFfiCO* * 

He ciw^ily divovejvd that the oiUyeUigo oh Which a poet cpuld 
appt^sr, wirh any hoptt of advanta^ge^ wa© UmdoUf © pUiM^oo wido 
for the operation of petty uomprtHfon and pn rate malignity, where 
me^t might ^oon b-JCKime cunspiono^^ aiiid woalijt ftnd Mends aa 
soon as it became reputaldc to befweml it, A mdy who ww ao* 
t|naiiited with his mother, ad vised him to the jeimeyn ^'pd p^Omiwad 
some cbhntenanioe or aseistancOi Which «t laet he never received } 



honi^er^ he bid divento^by bot Qn<;outsi^i!mt^ ai^ came 

to m\ ill l(Of}i9oii patrob^e Um^ 

At hifl arrival b« foubd bla way to Mr. Mlct, febcti tutor to the 
mm of the 4oUc of M He h^d reoommoiidatiOjia to aeverai 
per&on® of coiiftotjoence which he hod tied ^p oatefullr iti hie hm^ 
iflrohief; hut m ho p«^d ukyccw the fttreetfi^ with lUo gaping 
Cttrioeiirjf of a peii^'eoiiier, hje atieiitiD'h waa upcm eyojry thing ratW 
^thau im pdchet, aud hie i^figgeziue of credentiala wee stolen from 
’him» , , 

Hte firiRt went waf} i phir of 8ho^«j. For the enpro of all his tuo^ 
cesaif ies, hie whole fund waa hffi “ Wiubr/* which fw a time could 
6nd no putdfjAaer i till, at i&St* Mr. AiiUeti was pciTmadvd to huy St 
at a lew price , and this lew price he had tret seme time r<«i*w>a to 
regret ; hut, by acoideht, Mi - Whatley, amau net wholly uuhnoWtt 
among aathem, happening to turn hfe eye upon tt, was eo delighted 
that he ran from place td ph^ celehrating ^ axoelleTuw. TboniRou 
wbfaiiried likewise the notice Aaron whom, being frl<mdl««M and 
indigent, and glad of klndnejsa, courtod with cvmy mtprcBsion of, 
acrrilo adulation ^ 

* Winter dhdicated to ^ir iS^ncon CoiAptcn^ buti attiwW 
no regard from hhn to the author, fal Aaron lliil awakawed hia at- 
tention to feorne vcrscfl addicrt'ied to 1?homBon, and published u mm 
of the newspai>ers, rthirh ceiisur^d tlm groat fhj their neglect of in- 
genious men, ^fhonulKm than a iwaBaiit of twenty gulnaajs, 

cf whmh he give*' fhl* account le Mr, lUU. 

f* 1 h|utfid to yon in my Withat on J^ainrdy morning I was with 
fik Spencer Oemptoh. A c^wtain gentbmttn, without my dchhe, 
apoho to him c^ncomuig me hi« nnawet was, that 1 had never 
iHuncncar hiun Thon th< gentlcmau pat the if hc^cAirCd 

that I UionUl u ait on turn ^ iJe rMurwed, he <ktl On this, Ihe 
genllemsn go ve me an inti oduciory letter to hire. He received me 
in what they commonly cali a ctvU matmor, ask^d me acme com* 
raomplaco questions ; and made m« a pi caent of twmity guSusaa I 
am rfiTy ready to own that cho^iro«#nt largei than aiy perform- 
atwsiD dwscTved : aud aluU escribe It k> hi<a ghuoroaity, or any other 
cam'c, rather tliftu the merit of tha nddiw.” 

The poem, which, Vwng of a naw kmd ftfw would venture at 
dmttoiike, M degrees gamed upon the public; and owo edition 
was tet'y speedily uace<s^ded ]i)y another 
Thornton s credit w»*« now high, «nd even- day brought him n«Jw 
friends ; among others Hi. ilundlc, a man altorwards unlortmaately 
iamous, sought his aoquait *am^e, and found lus qualities sudi, that 
he recommended him to the tKinl Oh mcelloir Talbot. 

Winter ’ was aCwmuaUii^d, in many edftjtma, not only With a 
prethoe and dedication, but with poetical praisefe by Mi. Ihll, Mr, 
ifallet (then Malloch,) and Mim, the fitstiqous name of a lady once^ 
too well known. Why the dedicationa arc, to ** Wintei '' and the 
othera Seasons, contraafijy to euttom, loft out in the collected W(xtk% 
the wuey my inquire. 
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Tli0 yoaa!' ^17^) lie 4i6fciiiguii>hfed feimeelf 
tioikg; ot **meom^f** ta piiftmaiMje af h» jlaai of 
the Death el Tmc whioh he htif enabled U peim^ 

m mmt lihiloeopher by the inetruetloa of Mr. (key$ tend of 
^'BrHaxkiil^^ a kim of ])octleal InreotlTe agaiaet the snihisbry^ 
tbh aatioa thea thought not forward enough In tW 

dej;W*edhth»n8 Of the f^panifttds. By this piooo he dedered hiflosMi 
the o^^joidtion, aiwi heAtWofore nofairohyio 
3^tfrom the Court, t 

Thomuton, hating been sotne titao entorteSned in the tbmUy of the 
liord Binttiog, was desirous of toetifAiig his gwstit«d#hy mhing 
him the patron of his ’‘"Bhuwnerj^htit thesamo hiudhoss vhhm 
hid tet disposed hurl Binniiig to ^Ucoutsge hlm^ doterndned him 
to refuse the dedication, which was by his adtSco addrestted to Mr, 
Doddlngion, a man who had miiro power to advanoo the roputaii<m 
and fortune of a poet, o « - 

Spring" was pnbiishod neJrt year, with a dedioation to the 
^^Oflfuntem^i Hertford} whoso praotiue it ym tn invite every sum* 
xdot p6et into the oouutiy*, to hear her vcn^ea,nnd assist her studies 
This honour was one aunimer conferred upon Thomson, who took 
more delight in carousing with hosed Eertmrd and hi» fi lends than 
n*j6tftting her ladjshiph pocHeal operations, and therefore never ro- 
ceived attoiher summon**, 

*• Autumn,'’ tho season to which the ^^BpriUg^ smd Summer" 
are preparatory, atfU remained unsnag, ani was delayed till he pub- 
Itehed (1790) «is works collected. 

He produced in 1727 the tragedy of " SoUhonisba," #hioh raised 
such cs^pectadon, that every rehearsal was dijraihed with a splendid 
hudiouce, collected to antzclpato the delight "that was preparing for 
the public. It wa^ observed, however, that nobody was much af- 
fected, and that the company ros** as fl*om a moral looturo. 

It had upon the stage uo unixsu ihilegree of suooess. Slight ac- 
cidents will opelrOto upon tho taste of pleasure. There isaisable 
line in the play. ' “ * 

o SopijQcisbs, B^nlsbs, id I 

This gave ocoaidou lio a waggish parody . 

Jmmy Thomsen, Jemmy Thomnon, o i 
which tor a while echoed through the town. ^ 

! have been told by Savage, that of thdfTrolog^iO to -^^Bophohisba'^ 
the first part wa« written by Pope, who could not he paAuadod to 
limsh it j and that the concluding lines ware added by Mallet. 

Thomson was not long afterwards, by the badv^oo of Eundk, 
sent io travel with Mr. Oharlos Talbot, theMdest son of the Ohanoel- 
lor. He was yet young enough to receive now imprOKiinna, tb have 
hin opinfona reoiiiied, and his views enlarged ; nob can he be sup- 
pose! to have wanted that curiosity which is insepatablefbotn an 
active as^ compraheinaiwe .Ho may tbomoioiA^ boaup- 


THOMSON. 


0^9 

pwsdl M havfl rfiV^IWl iii all the joys o£ intellectual luiiiutyj he 
vw every day feasted ifitU instructive acveltiea ; Jived apleu-* ^ 
•didly without expends# e«d might ex^ct when he ^turned home 
a eertahi establjiaiimeiit. ^ ^ ^ 

At this time a long eouw^* of tai^poaition to Sir Rohort WalpoW 
hadiiUed the xuitiou with ulamoum for liberty, of uhioh no 
felt the want, and with care for liberty, which was not m danger^ 
Tliomatm. in his travels on idle Continent found or fancied eu many 
evils arising from the iyranhy of other govommantsa that ho ro^ 
solved to writo a very long jwiem. In five parta, upon Liberty. 

While hoivae busy on the dmt booh. Hr. Talbot died j and Thom' 
acm, who had been rewarded for his attendance by the place of so-- 
oreiary of the BtiefSi pay a in the initial linaa a decent tribute to 
his memcfty. ^ 

Upon this great poem twd years were spent, and the author con- 
nraiulated himself upon it as hU noblest wnrh ; but an author and 
nis reader are not always of a mind. Liberty, tailed in vain 
upon her votaries to read her praises, nnd reward her encomiast s» 
her praises were condemned to harbour spiders, and to gather duet; 
none of Thoroeon's peifprmances were so little regained. 

Tho judgment of ihe public was not en^oneous ; the reouitenoe 
of the same images must tire in time ; an enniueration uf examples 
to prove a position which nobody denied, as It was from the begin- 
ning superfluous, must njuickly grow disgusting. ^ 

The poem of Liberty^’ does nut appear in an original state ; 
but, wheh the author’s works were collected after his death, was 
liortened by Sir Georgo Lytfcleton, with a liberty which, as it has 
n manifest tendency to le«»en the confidence of society, and to con* 
found the oharnoters of authote, by making one man write by the 
judgment of another^ cannot be jhatifled by any supposed -pro- 
priety of the altemtion, or kindness of his friend. — 1 wish to see it 
exhibited as its author has left it. 

Thomson now lived in ease and plenty, and seems for a while to 
have BuRpended his poetry ; but he was soon called hack to labour 
by the deeth of the chancoUcr ; for Ids place then became vacant ; 
end, though the Lord Hardwick delayed for some time to give it 
away, Thomson’s bashfulnesa or pride, or some other motive per- 
haps ndb more laudable, withheld him from soUoiting; and the 
now chancellor would not give him what he would not ask. 

He now relapsed Into his former indigence ; but the Prince of 
Wales was at iM time stuaggllng for popularity, and by the Influ* 
enoe of Mr* Lyttleton professed himself the patron of wit ; to him 
Thomson was Introduced, and being gaily interrogated about the 
state of his affairs»ssid| that they wore in a more poetical posture 
than formerly;’* and had a pension allowed him of one hundred 
pounds a year. 

i Being now ohliged to Write, ihe produced (3i7SS) tho tragedy 
** Agamemuep,” wMoh wm much shortened in tho representation. 

It m thelhto whluh muai isummon^ attends mythplogigal stories# 
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nnd WAS only endufieid, but mt fa’^outed, Jt struggled witb It^ 
difficulty thmgb tfee night, that Thomfitin, ooiuihg Itste te» btA 
IVieridit mtk 'wuoax He wag to eup, excused His delay byietliiug; 
teHijfttf them l^w sweat ot' iOe diatrese Had p dieoidhsPed ra 
that He wU u/st w»mc till he Had been indued by » batllfefi 
V He eo intereatad Hiasiftelf in hU own dfama, fHafe, if I 
rl^t^ m he «at in the npper gallery, He acoemj.>amc<i the phjm 
by ftu audible reeitafSon, till a fHeudly Hint drighteued Him to 
sileneie Pope coantiemmced Agamemnon, by ewHig to it the 
iDpet night, and w^ia weloomod to the rHgatre by a general ©Up; ho 
Had much regard for Thomson, and onoe expregued it m a pootioi^ 
epistle sent to Italy, of which however he abated tJio vtSue^ by 
itvttMiplantlng w>n)c of the lines into hia Epistle to ** Arbttthnot/’ 
Aboui this time the ant wee pegged Unr hcttnaing {dM oJt wHioh 
the first operwtiOTi was the prohUdtioa of ** Gnstants V»#a/^ ^ trh- 
ged.v of Mr. Brooke, wh^ tho pubUe yee<*jftpeni>ed by a very liberal 
tfUbecription, The next Wag tbo refusal of JEd weird kud Fdeonofre/* 
^offered by ThoUiBon, U is hard t-o ngk why ^ ither play Hhouid b»ve 
been obfrlmcted. Thomson lifceuiht fiidca’^ oured to repair his iose 
by a Rubsciiption, of which I oanm^tnow tell the success. 

When the i)ublie mumiired at the unkind treatment of Tlnom- 
son, one of the ministerial writers r^marktd, iliat he “ had t;)tken a 
hhfirf j which was not agreeable to ^litaAnio in any 
lie was soon after emplcvert m ooujuii Jtitm with Mr, M*41et# to 
write tfie MaiKinc of Allied/^ which was acted before the prince 
at CJUctden hoiws. 

Hift next work was " Tumroclanrt Sigismundft^** the most 
gucoessful oi all h^ trftgcdi*»s, for h still k^^epaitH turn upbu the 
stage, dt may be doubted whether He w'as either by tbo bent of 
tiature or habits of «tudy, iniicb (juuHliefl lor tiagcdy* it dws not 
appear th^t he Had mneh •^{‘nsc of the psthetiej and HlB difluaivo 
and dc'^criptivc st)Ie produced deoHmi.gtaon rstliev than diulo^e, 
ITi'^ fiicnd, Mr, Eyttlctcin, was now in powfr, and coiito red upon 
hiui the offitc of huryeyor geneial Of the^Leowatd Island^; from 
which, when his deputy wa^ paid, he m^dved about thrag Hundt*ed 
pountis ft year. 

The la^ piece which be lived to publish was the of In- 

doltmop, whi<‘h was many yt an» under hig hand, but wag at Itkgi 
Hiiished with groat accuracy. ^ The first p&uto opoBl k sOfifUg of lagy 
luxury that fills the iuiaguiotiQU. ^ i 

ilo was n< w at ease, but was not long if enjoy it ; ibi? taking cold 
on the water botw<'«n London and Kew, he cauaHt di«Ordorj 
■srhich, vnth ponte careless exs'^pmUon, ended in afovertnat put an 
eu<1 to hiN ht'-. August 27, t748 lie was buried ip the chunpH of 

Kichmoad, wiUuutt «u inpctiptifui but a mouamont is erected to 

his memory in W^‘Stnunst«r Abbey. ^ 

Tho lu^^on was of a stature aliove the niiddlO sisw, ghd ** more ifiit 
than b^rd boiseoms/' of a dull eonn tenancy, nod a irm», unanH' 
muted, n^iovitiug appearance; ifilent m mingled oompany, but 
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m kfti betod i4«ia the kwdy of ** {KoHedatii^” wbiob hf * 
ml of hw mmtkj Siib (&org^ bmait ti|>oi tbo 

' fiteo for the of b’w ^wwily ^iwd rooo3a»ittej»ded by a |?rol^¥ko, , 

ifblolbijMo, vrhobodli^ livenl with TboiMxi m iifitd 
Af abe $uch a mawmor ^w.lakewi to ^ to bo,*^ on tbai ooo#o|ft, ' 
ftotor.*' Tbe ooinm<mdojJao«i of tliis bonovoletwje k vmj bo* 
now&blo to Quin ; who k report^'d to ba^re dcKwod Tboinaojft, ^ 
then, kttfrivu io him only by hi-^ fBftiu», fvom an lwfr«si*t, by a very 
couaaidmljila juMjEit ; aud it$ continii^noe k hoiiouTwo to both ; 
iriendehif *ia aot always the set|uo) to By thisli tragedy , 

a ixmi^ubrablo fiuoi wan ra^i^od^ of whJkib ptU't dittohur^od bk dob(% 
and Ibo roet romittod to bu Mstetvi* whom, howerer rotaovod ffota 
iln^m by ot <Jon(UwoH, he bved with teudvtiices^ #8 
trill amw by the hdlowmg loiter, I odthmunioftto with 
lOnob pWuro# fte it givOa me at once m opiKnttmity of recording 
ihefrueroal kmdtwisa of Thomson, rActing outhe fuottdlj 
ol AJr. BastvtlJ ii(m\ whom T received xt 

^^lhole\j%H WM^UvshiTf^ OvtuUr filial, > 
*<>iy nvAU SisTWk, 

“ I i bought you had known mo bettor tlnn to mtorprot i»y * ilenoo 
into a do<?ay of Affeotion, eepecully ae )our behuviouy bos alnaya 
been &iiob as rather to iucmiso thmi diminish it, ilon’t Imacirve^ 
becuui^fi 1 am a bad oonsisipoivdeiit, that 1 tm evtr jjrovo au nnkmd 
ifjjond and brofchei* I mn^t do myself the ju4i<*o u> tell yon, that 
xwy aO’ectione arc haturally tuy jUA<4 and cotistant, and if 1 had 
over roa^m of complaint aguinet yt>u (ol* which by the by« 1 have 
not the b ast rthadowh law. cunsclmm ol aomatiy defect® in myaolf, 
to diAiK/so me not to he a Uttje charitable and iorgiving. * 
giVefl ma the tiuept bcari 4eH e^tisraotion to hctO y<,n have a 
good, Kind, hmulMud and arc iii imy, ooutonkd t'iri'umsifcanetft,- but 
wore they otherwi^t, that Would oniv a\v*to tnd bti'diUU my 
tenihi^aeab towardi< you. da aur good and tendoi-h^-iirtod parente 
did not Uvo to xccoi\e any material ta Umoiticttof that tiiglicid; 
buwiut gratitude I owed th»*iu (tliau which liothiitg could have 
given me cquid pkapure), thi* only reluvu 3 ivin iuaIcc them now ia 
my hiudnosw to tho»e they loft behind tlKm. Would lo tied poor 
liiy had lived iougor, to h.n'e been <i h-uUor witncrte of the truth ^ 
’0f what I sayjatid that ^ might have bad the i>iea»ure of fiouing 
once mor^ a who eo truly dcstovc u my ehterwand Jove ! Jiut? 
ahe ia happy, wbiJe nu must bdl a bttk longer here btjow : let us 
however do it oheeifuUy and grul^fnlly, supported by the plearing 
hope of meeting yet again on a aufrr shoie, where to rteolh^ct the s 
atorin® abd difScuJfe of life will net perhaps be ihconuft(ent wnh 
that blissful ftate+ You did right to <‘*11 yuiXr daughf^er by her 
name ; for you must needs have »ad a parUculur Aiondslup far else 
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audther# ^ you wera by by bavins pwad tibd 

affectionate ye$|» ef youtycmtb together, ^nd by ihafc great Bofteufl*' 
and engager cff nearta, mutual hardship, That it was in my powm 
to ea»e it a Httle» 1 account cue of ike most exqtd^ite piemdifm 
of my life. Bat enough of this molauoholy, though not tmpleattil 
strain. _ ^ 4 ♦ 

estdem you for your sensible and disinterested adviwto Mr. 
Bell, as you trill see by my letter to him ; hb t up owe entirely o< 
his marrying again, you may readily ask me why 1 don^fi marry at 
all My circumstancoB have hitherto been so nuvariable and uncer- 
tain in this fluctuating world, as induce to keep me frojh angU^ng^ 
iu fluc-h a State ; and now, though they arc more settled, and oflalfe 
(ivhioh you will be glad to hear) considerably improved^ I begin to 
think myself too Uv advanced in life for Ptich youthM - Under- 
takings, not to mention Some other i>etty rmi’^ous that are apt to 
startle the delicacy of dj&ciilfc old ba(‘hel(»rfi. i am, however, net % 
little auspidons that, were 1 to pay a vibifc to Soetjaud (which I 
have some thought of doing soon), I inigh^ possibly be tempted to 
think of a tMng not eadly repdred il done amiss. 1 have always 
been of opinion that none make better wives than the ladies of 
Scoilaud j and yot, who more forsaken tlum they, while the gentle- 
men are continually rumung abroad all the world over? Some of 
them, It U true, are wise enough to return for a wile. You see 1 
am beginning to make interoat already with the Scots ladies. But 
no more of this infectious subject Pmy let me hear from you now 
and then ; and though I am hot a regular cormpoudent, yot per- 
haps 1 may mend in that respect llomenibcr me kindly to your 
husband? and believe me to be. 

Year affectionate brother, 

V *'jAaiu XaoMfirojsf.*’ 

To Mw. Thomson In 

The bi'ficvolcuce pi Thomson was lervid, but not active} he 
would give on all occ.isionB wh{*t assistance his purse would supply; 
bni the oJSiccs of intervcrtion or Rolicitation he could not conqxicr 
his gluggishness sufliuieutly to perform. The affairs of others, how** 
ever, were not more neglected than Ms own. He hod often felt 
the inconveuiouce of idleneaa, but he never cured it; and was m 
conscious of hi-* own character, that he talked of writing an Ikw^ern 
Tale of the Man who liked to be in distrcaa " 

Among his peculiarities was a very ^nekilfal And inarticulate 
manner of pronwnoiug any lolty or soleinu oompotitiom lie was 
once reading to Doddington, who, being himself n reader eminently 
elegant, wa^ so xnuJi piovokcd by his odd utterance, that he 
Rualchcil the paper from his bauds, aud t<dd hbu that he did not 
undei'itod his own voraos. ^ 

The biographer of Thomson has remarked, that m author's life 
l>08t road in his worlis : bi» obsorvation was not wnH-timed.-^ 
Bavage, wlo lived much with Thomson, once told me, he heatd a 





ms 


hAf t^rnsrliiis Aa mid gfttli^r )M three parte ai 
kU eharaeter, that he a great lover, a great fewimanor, «i(d 
i»igoroT«dy ahBtinentf but, said Savage, he does not hnow any love 
but that of the sex ; he wm perhaps aeyer in cold vrahw in bis life; 
and he indulges hiipself in ail the luxury that comes within Ms 
rOaoK Yet Savage always spoke with the most eager praise of all 
Ms social qualities, his warmth and Constancy of friandidiip, and 
his ftdherencie to his hrst acquaiuiancca when the advanoenient of 
h^ repntaUou had left them behind him. 

Aft a writer, he is entiUad to one praise Of the Mgheat kind : his 
^mOde of thinking, and of expressing h» thoughte, ia original. His 
blank verse is no more the blank verse of Milton, nor of any other 
poet, than the rhymes of Prior are the rhymea of Cowley- His 
ntwnbew, his pauses, his diction are of Me own growth, without 
transofsption, without imitation. He thinks in a peouUar train, 
and he ali^aya thinks ns a man of genius r he looks round on nature 
and on Ufa with the rye which nature bestows only on a poet ; the 
eye thatdistiiignMhea, in evt-ry thing presented to its view, whal- 
aier there is on which imagination can delight to be detained, and 
with a mind that at 6noe oomprehonda the vast, and attends to 
the luiimte. The reader of the ** SoasonH*’ wonders that he never 
saw before what Thomson shews him* and that ho never yet has 
felt what Thomson Impress^ss* 

His is one of the works in which Wank verso sOems properly 
used. Thomson's wide expansion of geiteial views, and his enumo* 
ration of circutnsittatial varieties, would havo been obstructed and 
ombarraSsed by the fteqnent intersection of the Bonae, which are 
the necesbary effect of rhyme, • 

His descriptions of extended ftoenes and general effects king be- 
fore us the whole magnificence of Kature, whether pleasing or 
dreadful Tho gaiety of Spring, the splendour of Summer, the 
tranqiuUity of Autumn, and the horror of Winter, take in their 
turns possession of the mind. Tho poet leads us through the u]^ 
pearanoes of things os they or© bucceasivety varied by the vbdesl- 
‘tudes Of the yoor, and imparts to us so much of his own enthusiNaah# 
that our thoughts expand With his imagery, and kindle with bia 
sentiments. K or is the naturalist withnnt hia part in the enter- 
tainment ; for be is assbited to recollect and to combine, to range 
his discovefi^^ and to amplify the sphere of his contemplation, 

The great defect of the '' Seasons" is want of method ; but for 
this 1 know not that there was any remedy. Of many appearaneea 
aohslfttiug all at once, no rule can be given why one should be 
mentioned before another; yet the memory wants tho help of 
order, and outiOftity is not excited by suspense or expectation. , 

Hift potion is th the highest degree fforid and luxuriant, such as 
may be said to be to bis images and thoughts both their bistro 
ana thew shade}" such as invlat them iSth splendour, through 
which perbbpt they axe hot dwaya eaeily disoemed- It is too ex- 
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mik mty liNa ^hfiuc'|[«4 wiiU filUtig the w w)c« 

ttnan the ^ 

These r«em wlti whSob t was acQumted at their first ' 

anue> 1 have ssmn f^und altered and enlarged bulbseqaent 
vWft, m tho anther supposed his jmagilietii to |5“pw more e;itaet# 
and as hool^a or oonversation extended his hnowleage and opened^'. ^ 
his prospf cfc^i Th^ are, I thiok, improved in general ; jrct 1 know 
not whether they h^ve not Inst pait ol what TemijlO (ssUs th^ir'^ 
a word \ihu‘l», applied to wines in its primitive sense, 
mnans thn flavour of t h»* ftoil ^ 

** Inhorly,” when jt firt^t iippeared, 1 tried to road, anj sdon de- 
I have juntr tiled again, and therelt^re will not ha4Eaid 
either unsSso m eoneure. ^ 

The nigbcht praifc^e wliioK ho has rooclvod ought not to SUpt 
pressed : it is wild hy Lnrd Ljttlvtoii, in the Prologue iolUs pii|!i^ 
fhumOns pUy, that his wsiks ^^oniamed ^ 

, JSo I4ae tvhloh, lit could to Wot 
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3>Jt. Wav'?# were fey . 'm 
iWlitte CJoUeelienytJie readers of wbiclt are to what^/,, 

ever pleasttve or Veariness they seay find m tfee penisal of , Black* 

_ 'more/JfVatta, Poiufret, and Taideil -i’ 

l4>Mb Wa^ wafi bom July 1674, at SoutfeiiMpit^* wfeere hk,' 
of the siifme uaiuo, kept a bourdm^ school Ip!?!’ ydtiu^ gentle* ' j 
H)cn, though eojumou report, makes him a shoemaker, He to>e»rS* ^ 
the narrative of I>i% taibbous# to h^tve been neither ine^geat 

nor iBiterate> >, ^ ,, '.v. . 

.I^%0, the eldest of nine chihlrcu, was Ki^en to books from «i» , 

. inliney ^ and began, we are toid, to learn Latin when he was four 
years old> I Suppose, at home. He was, aaerwards taught Latin# 
Greek, and Hebrew, by Mr. Pinhorn, a clergyman, master ni tho’ 
Pree school at Southampton, to whom the gratitude of his scholar 
afterwards inscribed a Latin Gdo, 

His proficiency at school was so conspicuous, that A subscription 
"Wiis proposed for his support at the (Jniyorsity ; but he declared his 
resolution of taking hU lot with the Hisaontcrs, Buoh he was as 
every Cliristian Ohuroh would rejoicA to have adoplfed. 

He therefore r*>paired, in IC^O, to an academy, taught by Mr;- 
, Kowe, where ho had, for his Com^^aions and fellovr stuclents, .Mr, ! 
Hughes the poet, and Dr, Hortei Afterwards Archbishop of Tuam. 

Ijatin JBssays, 8WpjK)8ed to hare been written as exercises at 
ibis academy, .>hew a degree of kuowlcdge, both phijLosophioal ami 
“ theological, such as very fow attain by a much longer course of 
study* ' ' 

was, Afi he hints in hk Miaocllaniciiv” a maker of vwes from 
fifteen to My ; and in his youth he appears to, have paid atUntion 
to Latin poetry. His verses; to hU brother, in the ^Jyemic measure , 
written when he was seventeen, are remarkably ea«y and olegai?t. 
i SAo of his pfchcr Odes are deformed by the Plndfiric folly ihbu 
ptovAinng, aim are written with such neglect of ail metrical ruM 
us is without example among the ancients ; but lus diction, though 
perhaps, not alwap, exactly pure, has such Ctikpibusnesa and fiplen- 
AS shews that ho \s^ but a very little distance from ox^ ' 

, His ^mothod of study w as to imprcs-i the contonts of his Imoks 
upon his memory by abridging them, and by interleaving them to 
' amtdify one sy&tem with supi^demeiits from another. 

"SUfeh the cbngrogation of his tutor Mr, Kowe, -who were, 1 be- 
lieve, Jndepsudfcmts, he communicated in his nineteenth year. 

M th^ ags of twenty ho left the"kcademty> and spent two years in 
B®ttdy and dOTotion at tho house of hid father, who treated him 



56C 


tITES AV TBS POSTS. 


viUi gmi i»a;dem«»$ and had the ha|^«te, inddl^ to fgn 
parents, of fMng to see his son eminent tot Iitoiiitoe> nod penm* 

Ho ^m tbonrenixjrtained by Sir JphJi ttarfcopp fivd yeint m <lo- 
me»tic ttitpy to hici son : and in that ttmo p^rtiamarly amtad IbbAn* 
self to study of the Holy BcHptuyes ; and, being ^chosoQi m the 
aaststaui to Hr. Chauncey^ preach^ the first time on the birthday 
that completed his twenty fourth year 5 probably considering that 
as the day of a second nativity, by which he entered on a hew 
period of existenoo. 

In Hbout three years he sticoeeded Hr Chauuoey ; but soon afKier 
bis entrance on his charge, he was seissed with a dangerouR iltuesit, 
which sunk liiiu to such weakness^ that the congregation thoti^t 
an assistant necessary, and appointed Mr. Hrico. Mis health then 
returned gradually j and he perfoimed hi'4 duty till (1712) he was 
eoixed by a fever of sflch violence and coutiivaanoe, that from tho 
feebleness which it brought upon him ho never perfectly recovered. 

'fhis calamitous state made the compassion of hiB friends uecoflr 
Bary, and drew upon him tho atteuliou ot Sir Thomas iibuey, who 
received him into the JioU'^e; where, Mdth a constancy of friendship 
and uniformity of ronciuefc not often to bo tound, ho was treated for 
(hiny six years with all the UndnefeS that friendship could prompt, 
a»id all the attention that respect could dictate. Bir Thomas died 
about three yoaiH atterwaids; but h( continued with thO lady and 
her daughters to the end of his life. The lady died about a year 
after him 

A coalition like thio, a atfito in which the notions of patronage 
and dgpendeuce were ovi rpowered by the perception of reciprocal 
benchts, deserves a particular lucinorial - and 1 will wot withhold 
from tho ii'ader Hr. Gibbon’s reprcflon^ation, to which regard is to 
be paid, as to the narrative of one who writes what he knows, and 
what 18 known likewise to mnU'tu'l(*s bcBidca. 

Gur next observation shall i>e made upon that remarkably kind 
providence which brought the Doctor into Sir Thomas Abney’s 
lamily, and continued hiw there till his death, a period of no less 
than thirty-six years. In the midst of bis saored labours for the 
glory of God, and g<;oil of his generation, he is seized with a most 
violent and threutoning fover, which leaves him oppressed with 
great weakness, and puts a stop at least to bis public serviceB for 
four years. In this distressing season, doubly so to his active and 
pious spirit, he is invited to Sir ThouAs Abney s family, nor ever 
remove^ from it till he had finished his days. Here be enjoyed thte 
uninterrupted demoilsti ations of the truest friendship. Here, with- 
out any <*are of hiw own, he had every thing which could contribute 
to the enjoyincni of life, and favour the unwearied pursuits of hja 
studies Here he dwelt in a family, which for piety, order, har- 
mony, and every virtue, waa an bouse of Ood. Hero he had the 
puYilege of a country recess, the fragrant bower, the spreading 
lawn, tho flowery garden^ and other aavantages, to sooth w mini 
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mi jfctd to liealth ; td ^^kld iiim^ whouem lio cliodo 

^si ^tefalini^l^ak &om to kborioas Btadies, aad on- ' 
»blo Bm to tetnrn ifco them witlt todoublod vigour and doKgbt/ 
t^l^yvoyeiot, bo talgbt, m to out- 
.laKamtiViow', it may no palnMUy, drag^d on through 

«hiay moroj^eara of langotu’/.iandiii^ility iw public gorvice, and 
6von for profitable study, .or perhaps mi^h't hnye sunk into his grave ^ 
under the over whelming todvOf infirmities in them tot of his days ; . 
and thu* the chtirch and this world would have been deprived of those 
many excellont sermona and works* whieh he drew up and publish- 
ed: dutiiHg hhl long residence in thk family. In a few years after 
hk oojpaing hither* Sir Thomas l^ey dies; buttoanfiable consort 
aunvives, wlio ehew the Doctor the same respect mrid friendship as 
before, jind happily him and great numbers besides ; for, 
Mb«^r’ richce were greats her generosity and munifieence wore’ in 
lull proportion ; her thread of life was dra\^ out to a great agc> 
even beyond thal?j of the Doctor’s; and thus this excellent man, 
through her hindhes^i, and that of her Janghter, the present Idrs. 
Elizabeth Abney, whohri'a like degroo esteemed and honoured him, 
enjoyed all the boncdfcs and folicidftS he cxpm'ienced at Ms’ first en- 
trance into this family, till to days were numbered and finished ; 
apd, like a shock of corn in its season, hd aScend{?d into the regions 
of perfect^and imuwujtal life and joy.,*’ 

If this quotation has appeared long, let it be (lonRidored that it 
comprises an account of su-and- thirty years, and those the years of 
Dr. Watts. 

Fi'om the time of hia reception into this family, his life was uo 
otherwise diversified than by successive publications, Thq series 
of his work** not able ^0 deduce ; their number and their va- 
riety shew ;ilie iittonsonm of his industry, and the ertent of Mb 
capacity.' 

lie was one of the first authors that taught the Dissentem to 
court attention by the graces of language. Whatever they had 
amoiig them before, whether of learning dr acuteness, was common- 
ly obScuTed and blunted by coarseness and inelegance of style. He 
:i^wed them, that xoal and purity might be expressed and enforced 
, by polished diction. „ , 

He continued to the end of his life a toaeher of a congregation ; 
nnd no mdei* of his work^t can doubt his fidelity or diligoricje. In 
ihc pulpit, though his low stature, which very little exceeded five 
tcet, graced hirii with no advantages of appearance, yet the gravity 
and propriety of his utterance made his discoursea very efficacious. 

1 once mentioned the reputation which Mr. Foster had gained by 
his proper delivery to xny friend Dr. Jlawksworth. who told me, 
iihftt in the art oi pre»unoiation he was far inferto to Dr. Watts. 

; f .Bueh was his flow of thoughts, and such hia promptitude of Ian- 
gtiago^ that in the latter part of hk life he did not recompose hia 
cursory sermons, but having adjusted the heads, and sketched out 
Borno partictort, truetod for to Ms eitemporary powers. 
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He dW iw>i endweur to ittaist. hie el(^tieJ5^J>y 
tiOns; f^T, a« M i^tgoreal iot-wma iiittvo «kJ 3 ^ 
fteologkai troth- Slid iv! 

At %e oooolwti bl weighty eeoteoc^ ke gave fey ’ 

|mt^^ Ifor.tke propei’ ;" . , . , , ; /■>,:,' ■*' ;\,m: ' 

io et^ied and public inptxuotioo, Ae aiddad fotoiliay yk!^ts2<^l^' 
pemnial appli^Jatioo, ai4 waa oardki ta itaprove the 
wkick couveimtioo offered pf diffusing and Sicimingtke inton^e 
of rGligion. . , >■ ; . \'. 

By hh natural temper Ke wa^' tpdck of r^eutikokt ; but fey hU 
e&tablieheti and habitual xiraeUcc he was gentle, modest and inof^ 
fensive. His tenderuesa app«are4 in hifa atientioa to childi’en^^ and 
to the poor, 1\> ifee poor, wkik fes Byod in the fainiJiy of kWfnmd, 
hp allowed the tkird pan of hig.ftnnual reyonu*!^ though, tyBom 
wea not a hundred a-year j and for children ke coudcasctenued to lay, 
imde tbe.«ckoiur, thei‘hik*HopKer, and the wit, to writ^^tliitle peetp 
ot devotion, and .syp-temH of instfuciiou udajjted to, tWv wautus , 
papftcifcies, from tho dawn of reason tbroughiisa gradatmna't.>f advaime 
in the morning of Hfc. Every man, aciiuaintud with thfr comnioa 
princjplei of hutimn action, wHl look with venoration outhp writer, 
who ia at one t imo combatiu^’' Eocke, and ki anotlnir makixig a cate 
chirftti for child! on iu their founth Vtar. A voluntary descent f’^um 
the dignity of ficieuce La perhaps the hardest lesson that humauUy 
can tca<4i. 

As his mind wa« capacious, his ouriordCy cstcursive, itndbia.ift- 
duatry contituml. his wiitiiigs *wro very n,vtmoro,ms and hi« subjects 
various, - WKh bia iheolo^^rical wjjirhs i mu oilly exmugk acquaiuti^d 
to adinirc his meoknp?^? ol opposition, and kis uuldnbis of cenaunu 
It wna not only in ins book, but in liU mind, ih&>t oH^iodoxr/ ' 
u/iiUd with c}f.arU^. . ' * ’ ' jV - ^ 

Of his philoaujphii^l pieces, his Lovio has befcu received jiufcu the 
univer8itie#<, and ihoWoro wants no private recommc?*datiniKi 
owes pan of it to Le Oler'c, it mnvb be considered thiit no man, w'Jm 
midertiikcs WcTclyd-c motkodiaa or illustrate a aysteiw, pretends to 
be its axithorv , . 

fu his metaphysical dif,qui«itiQJis, it wns ,i)bserved by the 
learned Mr. iJyer* that he confounded the idea of .‘?;ic/.a with Iwi' 
of cniftif «facs, and did not consider, that thbugk space might fee 
without matter, yet matter feeing ektimdcd could not be V^fcfeii^t^ 
space. ^ / , , ' , ; 

Ifew books kave been tmrusod by me with greater pleasure 4ban 
bis iujprv>\emfinfc of the Mind, of whiek the radical principle 
may indeed be found iu Loeko’s Conduct, dftko Undcimndin^f^ 

^ but they aro so expanded iJid rumihed by Watts, «« io confer upobV 
fiim the merit of a work iu the highcs.t aogree useful and,pieasiM. 
IVhoever has the care of iiiairucUng otbeiw may bo clxarged wi^ 
deficience in his duty if this book is not recommeuded, 

1 have mentioned his ircafci^ of Theology a» distinct from ,Ki» , 
other productions; but (3io truth u, that whatever fee iookm hand 
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by bis ei^^dltude Sr buU, cbiivaHed to l^eblogy. 

;.1r jttety p^odomiMit^^l in his miiid^' it Wusecl o^or h!» workis ; 
unte bis direction it moy bte tmly fholopim PhiH^o^Ut^ - 
laimllai'dr^ j»lailosrt|ihy iafinteniont to mn^olM inattuctw : it 
; is difficult ^ rt:ad 4t pw without-Sarning^ or at least wishing, to 
pj better. The attention is caogbt by inoipBet iiiairuotion, ana he 
that sat down only to realfwiitt is bn a'sudden compeliod tb pray. 

It was therefore with great propdofcy that, in 1728, he received ' 
' from Bdiriburgh and Abetdeeu an nnaoUdted dijploipai by which 
, ho became a SciCtOy of Divinity. Acadetnical honours would have 

yaine, jfthey wore always bestowed with equal judgment, ; 

continued many yeajB tb fttudy and toprbacb, do gbbd 
hy hiB InstmcUon and oiansjj^o ; till at laBtthe infiyis^tjioitbf age 
disabled iVem the raorb labrntriOus psir^ of hia midfetomlfuhc.'; 
tichs, imd,*i>eihg no longer capable ofpubirc duty/ lie ojBfoyed ip> rU: ’ 
mit the salary appendant to It; but his cgngre|ation,wotild hpt 
aeoe|>t'the'icoai^4tioiL\ . ■ ;'.v 

i' By'de^yeeshu woahnW increased, auto iMt confined him ioliw 
caambar ,«W)id liis bod ; where be iva^i worn gradually away Withoui ' 
Min, thil’ he expired xN’ov. %&, 1741, iu the scventy-ftfli yOhJ* of 
hisage.' ' ‘ ' '; 

Few men have left behind snoh purity of character, or such monu-. 
nients of laborious piety. He hao provided instruetions for all 
ageSj from thoao who arc Hoping their fii^t lessons, to the enlight- 
emed reiulers of Malbranoho and Docke ; he has left neither spiritual 
nature urujxamJncjtl ; he has taught* the Art of Jteaaonmgi and the 
f^cieuce of the fcjiaiu ' 

His <5haTa<’ ter, therefore, must be fomed Ibomthe multiplicity 
and divciutj of hi^ atlainmcnts, rj^ther than from any singro per- 
formauco; nu' it would hot safe^to claim for Mm the highest 
rahk In any single denoniinaiicn of literary dignity; yet perhaps 
ili*)re was nothing in which he would not ImVe cxdbllcd, if he had 
not divided his powers to ditlerent pursuits. ’ 

’ As a poet, had he beon only a poet, he would probably 'have stood 
, high among the autbon with whom he is now associated* For Ms 
judgment was exact, nnd he noted booutics and faulfcewith very 
Mde Bsceriiment ; hi? imagiBation, fws the Daciun Battle'* proves, 
’Waa vigormw and active, and the stoies of knowledge wore large by 
wMcliw fancy was to be supplied. was well turned, itnd 

hisi diction was elegant and copious. Bat hia devotional poMry 
is, like that of others, ansatjsfhotory. The paucity of its topics en- 
forces perpetual repetition,; and the sanctity oi the master rejects 
the orjtataehta of iigurative diction. * It is sufficient' for Watts to 
have done better than others what no man has done well 
' Hia podmB oncther subjects seldom rise MgW than might be ex- 
pected from the amusements of a hfan of Leltots, and have differ- 
ent. degrees of y&lae as they are more or less laboured, or as the qc- 
casion was more or less favbarahk to invMtion. 

' lie writes toe ailen without regular mwures, and too often in 
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blank veiJtto; tlmrhyoieft ape not alw^ sniffinkfiily (SCkmapoadejli 
Ho 16 partiottlwrly unbappy ini o^ioia^ nittties oxpoafive of cbaspactora* 
His Unes w i^imoDiiy smooth aaj easy, mi his thongbtsifclwitya 
areUgiou^y puri^j but ^ho Is there tfat, to so jqanoh M inho- 
cence, does not ^ish for a greater soeasure of sprightliii^ AiUid 
vigour I He ia at least one of the feir poets with whom yo^ fiul 
ignorance may b« safely pleased ; and happy,, will be that^ rCato 
whose, mind is disposed, by his verses hIs prose, to imitate him 
in all but his non-oonfoymity, to copy his bjBttt^volcnoe to maUi and 
his reverence to God. t \ ,■ 


PHILIPS. ; 

Or the birth or early part of the life of Ambrose Philips 1 haven^^t 
been able to find any account Hia Academical education he received 
at ofc. Johij’s College in Cambridge, where ho first solicited the no- 
tice of the world by some English verses, in the collection published 
by the University on the death of Queen Mary. . 

From this time how he was employed, or in what station ho paB> 
sed his life, is not yet discovered. He must have published his ras- 
torals Jiefore the year 170S, because they ate evidently prior to 
those of pope. . ' 

He afterwards (1709) addressed to the uniyeraal patron, the Duke 
of Dorset, a '^poetical Letter from Cjpenhj^cn,’* which was pub^ 
lished in the ."Tatlcr/' and is by Pope, in one of his first letters, 
mentioned #ith hij^ praise, as the production of a man wliu could 
write very nobly, 

Philips was a aealous Whig, and therefore eaeily found aooess to 
Addison and Steele ; but his ardour seems not to have prootired IdtU 
any thing moro than kind words ; since he was reduced to tb^hn- 
late the “ Persian TaW’ for Tonfion, for which he w«l 
reproached, with this addition of contempt, that he worked for bid 
U'Cro w m Th c book h divided into many sections, for each of Which 
if ho received half a-crown, his reward,^ as writers then vwe paid| 
WM very liberal ; but half arcrown had a mean sound. 

He was employed in promoting the principles of his party, by 
epitomising Haokot's Life of Archbishop WilUams/* iTheorigi* ' 
nal book is written with such depravity of genius, such miikturo.of 
the fop and pendant, as has not often appeared,, the epitome is 
free enough from affectation, but has little spirit s^r vigour, 
la 1712 he brought upon the stage '^The Bisti^ Moth^/* ah , 
mo!Jt a tr usiation of Bacine's Adromaejae.'’ fitich n work requires - 
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. jt<» fComote to Befeti^^e apipteamoe of the pliy, a wholh 

5* Bpeo<iS«toi^l^otte ladled hast, was devoted to its j>tftise; 
trhUe it y^'fioutdtteted to he ioNli aoothet Bpee^tor'^ was writ^ 
tea, to Mt ‘What mpt^m H aWc upoa Bip Rogffli’j and on . the , 
a^t h eejeet hiiieace, says Fope/ wa» together to aj>' 

It was coacluded wltfi the laost suceetsfil Bpilojoftie that waa ever 
yet jspokop ato the theatre* three first aights it was 

recited twice; aad act oaly coatlnaed to he demanded through the 
tttp, l>ata« it is termed, of the play; hut whenever it is to the 
stage, wh^, by peculiar fortune, though a copy from the I'rcnch, 
yet keeps ita place, t he Bpilogao is still expected and is still spoken* 
v1?he propriety of Epilogues ia general, and consequently of this, 
questioned by a corns poadoftt of tho '“Spectator,” whose l/ct^ 
ter was uu^ouhtedly admitted for the eak# of the answer which , 
sooa,follp#^) written with much zoal and acrimony. The at- 
tack aaA the defence equally contributed to stimulate curiosity * 
and couilaue attention, It may he discovered in tho defence, that 
Prior’s: Bpilogue to "rhtt)dra”hftd a little excited jealousv; and 
Bomething of Prior’s plan may be discovered in tho performance of 
his rival. Of this distinguished Epilogue the reputed author waft 
the wretched Bu%el, whom Addison used to denominate " the 
man who calls me oousim and when he was asked how auch a silly 
fellow could write bo irell, replied, The Epilogue was quite 
another thing when I saw it first” It was known in Tonson’s fa- 
ndiy> *md told to Ga^riekt that Addison was himself the author of 
it, and that, when it had been at first printed with his napm, he 
came narJy in the morning before thp copies were distributed, , and 
M H that it might add weight to the 

ftclioitation which he wa» then making for a place. , , . ' 

FhBto'Waanpw h%h in the rank of literature. Hifi plhy was 
applaii^cd :,to itrinidations from Sappho had been publiahed in 
the '' Spectator be was an important and distiSigiiiished associate 
of elubB, witty and political ; and noibing was wanting bis 
but that ho should be sure of its cmitinnahce. 

'"'rft which had procured hini the /first notice from the 

bis Six^Pa^torals, which, fiattering the imagination 
' scefiesy probably found many mders, and might 

passed asw pleaBlng amusement, hadh.ibey itot been uh- 
bajto too much i!wmme»<fcd \ . ■ . . 0 , 

; The rustic p<>®ni8 of Thedoritus were so hifthly w*®ned by ih® 
Greeks and Eomans, that they attracted the imitkiW of Yirgil, 
wl^se .^Iqgues scecas to have been ooiisidered as precluding all 
. attempts of the satokind: for no shepherds were taught toeing 
by any Buooofding poet, till l^emcsian.jitnd Calphumius ventured 
their feeble oforts in the lower age of jiatin literature. 

: At the reyit^ df torning in Italy^ it was soon discovered that a 

\ ' V”' ■; '.tspcao® ' ; ■ ' ...» 
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dialogue pf might be compo^d with little dilE- 

cultjf ; beoauBp the cowtaiktion of shephpyda jrofoipicl pr 

refiaed seatimejity, atid for images, ,ib4 
Ifautts, and Naiads Di^ads, alwayy within ewl j 
woods and meadows^* aiid Kills and supplied vatj^ly of in^t\ ' 
tpr, wj^idh, haying a natural po^ejr to sdotK th,e did not , 
qttihklx^py'it-/ , v'^ y/ ; 

.Fptriirch piiterifcaiued the learned »ipn of hM »go ^th thp 
novelty of modem PaatoraU in Latin. Boihg not ignnrajtit of 
(Jreek, and Kudiug nothing in ihp word of rural meaninfii 

he Buiifi> 08 ed it td be pormpted bjr the oopleViSi," and therefore call«fl 
his own productions by wldoKhe meant to the 

talk pf goatherds, iKougU it will mean only the talk of goats, ^hja 
new name was adopted by subsequent writers, and amongst othote 
by oar >Spcsnaer. '' 

Bffore than a pentury , {iftefwards ( 1498 ) Ma^^l'Uftn,^ published hia , 
Bucolice withBuch auccois, that they w^o eo^m dignined by ,Badia» 
■yirtth a comments and, as Bcaliger complained, recpivediuto Bohnols, 
and taught as classioiil ; \m wnupiaint wus vaiti,, and the ptacUce, 
however ii\judlc4ourt, spread fai*, and continmid tong. Mantuan 
was read, at least in some of the iulbrior schools of this kingdom, 
to the beginuiug of the jucsent century. The speakers of Mantuan 
carried tnvir disquisitious beyond the country, t<5 txmsuro the cot- 
ruptions of the Church ; and from liim Sponsor l<^arncd to csUffploy . 
his swaiiis on topio^s pf coatToversy. , 

The Italiaufe' soon traneteed Pas, krai Poetry into their , own 
language; Bannaxavo wrote “Arcadia” id prose and yerte ; Tasso 
and Ouarini wrote “ Kayolo BoBoKareceio,” or* By i van Dramas ; and 
all nations of Europe filled volumes with T^'^rsn and and 

TkestifUs and Plidlu. . - ' ■ , , 

Philips thinks h BomeWiiat atrhngo m conedro' how, in ah ago 
fio addiofiod tp, the Muses, }*a»torjii Ppelry never ooUies to ho so 
much as thought upon.*' Bis wonder , seems m\j luisoasonabb* ; 
there had never, from the time of Bponser, wanted writers to tiilk 
occasionally of Amdki and jSt<r'iphf}'n's and half the biiok^in which , 
he first tried his powers, ' consists of DialogueB oa iiueon Mary’s 
death, betweefi TUpvi, and Cu/ffdofif or Mopi^UB MmaUa^* .4*- 
fierses of books of PajstoralB; however, I know not that, atiy 
then lately imbli^hed, . . ' ■ " 

Not long afterwards , Pope made the first dbiplky cd his ppwem 
in four i^aatorals, wiiten in a very OTareht forrm Philipa, h«£d 
taken Spenser, and Pope took Tir^l for his pattern. :,PhiUj^ei^* 
deavoured io be natural, Pope laboured to be elegant. ^ ‘ ' , 

Philips was now ffivonred by Addison, and by Ad<H?Jntt''^i■onIia• 
panionB, who M'ore very willing to pui^ him ipto reputation* 

“ Guardian** gave an account of the t*astond, ph^tly hrlfelcert* 'hpfi 
partly histoiical ; in whmh^ when the merit 6i |ih« w 

pared, Tasso and Guariul are ceusared for rfi^c^^Jihov^h^ an^ 
unnatoral refinements ;' and, upon th# 
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Prcfjjdh ate All eJtdideia from roiml poetry ; and iha pipe of the 

C ral h imemltted; by the la^u] inheritanoe^ from 

to Tfrgili^d from to BpetifteF, And frmn Bpenser 

tojE?hmm 

; WB inaiigui^ion of Philips, his tival Pope was not muoh 
delisted ; he therefore tow a ownpansaa of .Philips" peirfhrmajieo 
w4t£ his o^aj ia whioh, ■WJfch an noexaippled’^ and tme^jtialled arti- 
fice, of irony, thoti|h/ihe has himscif always the advantage, he gives . 
the i^retetenice to philips- The design ot aggmndiising himaeli ho 
di^aised with ^helt 4oxUrity, that thongh Addison djti^ovpred it, 
gteole W d»ooiv«ji And of dlspUasingPope hy 'publish- 

ing hi^ papers^ , Published however it was (“Oaard. 40/^): and 
from that tihie PopO oM Philips lived in perpetnal r^iprocation 
of 'malevolence. ' ' ■ , ' 

In poetical powers, of tdfcbcr pj>ise or satire, there /was no prp^ 
pprtioii betwoeir the comhatanls,; but PhWip^ though he could ,, 
not prevail by wit, hoped hurt Poi^e with anofher weapon,, and 
, charged him, as Pope thought, with ‘Addison’s approbation, as dig- ♦ , 
, aifectetl to the government 

liven' with thi.< ho was nol satisfied ; for, indeed, there is no 
appoaranuo that mj vegnrd was paid to ius clamours "^fe pro- 
ceeded to grosser imnl'^ and hung up a rod at Uutton’s, with 
which he threatened to' eha^ise Pope, who appears to have been 
cxirejmely e.Kn}»pemt'od ; for to thetot, editiou of his Letter’s ho 
calls philips ** rOf'.iwil,” and in the last atiU changes him with de- 
taining in hisiax»d>} the BubRcription % Homerw delivered to, Mm 
by the Hanoter Club, ^ < ' * *' ■ 

i suppow it 'was never suspected that lie xocant to appijopriaie 
the irtoaey'; ho only delayed, and, with suilicicnt; meanness, the 
gratiheation pf him W whosg pwpertty he was pained., ,, 

Jto soaicthuos antfor by iXiddicfous kiodn^ii> Philips, hocamo 
ridiculpns, without his own fault* by the absiutl admu:Atmii of his 
ifiend% who decorated him with hoti<;rary gatlauds, wKrCli the fitBfc 
breath of confcradidion blasted. ,,,’>/ 

When upon the Fuceckj^ion of thu Hhttsc of, Hanover every Whig 
expected to be happy, Philips setos to haVt^ obtained too littlo 
ncto^ he caught lew dro|»? of the golden shower, though be did 
not emit whiiit llattery coMd perform. He wm only made a Oom- 
missioner of the Lottery ;i7n,) und, what did not much elevate 
his chttrAotor, a jixrttici of the Pe^oe, 

^fhekuecos's ei' hi?j iicst mmt uuturally ' dispose him tb' turn 
hiw hopes towards the stage; he did not however soon commit him- 
'self to the nmrey of an audience^ but coutcnicd himselt with the 
fame ftlwdy acijulred, iill elleT xime years he produced (172'2,) 

*" the Briton/' a tragedy which, whutevtr was its reception, now 
neglected ; though che of the scones, between Vanoc the Tiritisli 
PriuoO and the Bcman Ocoeral, ^ eotost?ed to be written 

with great dittoatic ekill, huimated by spirit truly poetical. 

He had not been idle^ though he had been aileufc ; |or he ex« 
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di? V’!'!' 

hibitcd aiKithiftt itagedy iia satrio year, on the stoiy of ^^Ento^phr^ 
Bilk© of Blou^eeter.” Tkiii tragedy is only remomhered by m 
title,' ‘ \ - " ' ' \ ' 

Hi» happiest tmdcrtahing waa of a paper ©ailed ‘ 
thinker/*^ iu conjunetioli w'ith' aswektcs, of i^^Koib b^e was Dr* 
Boulter, Jifrho, then only tninirtfcer of a'pItiBli in Southwark, was of 
so mueh crnifieciuenec to the government, that he; wste^^mad© ttat 
Bishop of Bmtol, and afterwards Primate Of Iretod, where his 
piety fthd his charity will hO long honoured. ^ ; 

It may easily be imugined that what WOS JprSnted tindor %ho 
direction of Boulter would have nothing in Ife'&d©coo^ *>^ Koenth 
oils; its title is to be understood as implym^’ only fp^odoin from 
unreasonable pmiudice. It has been raprinted in Volumes, but is 
little iHiad ; nor can impartial criticism roeommeUd it as worthy of 
reVivah' ' ^ ^ . '.,r ,, 

Boulter was not wey qualified to write dhimal ^says; btit ho 
knew how to practice the liberality of grentness and the fidelity of 
t friendship. When he was advanced to the ecclcsisisticai digraty, he ‘ 
did not forget the companion of his labours. Knowing Philip to 
be slenderly supported, he took him to Ireland, as partaker of his 
fortuno; and, making him hi» secretary, added such preferments, 
as enabled him to represent th© county of Annagh in the Irish 
parliament. 

In December ITSfi he was made secretary to the Lord Chancellor 
and in August 1733 became Judge of the Prerogative Court, 

After the diiath of his patron he continued some years in Ireland; 
but at last longing, as it seems, for his native country, he returned 
(174 S) to London, having doubtless survived most of "his friends and 
‘ enemi^h, and among them hiK dreaded Btttag;>nlst Pope. Ho found 
however the Duke of J^ewcastfe still living, and to him he dedicated 
his poems oollecied into a volume, 

Having purchased an annuity of four hundred p<»un<^, be now 
certainly hoped to pass some years of life in plenty and tranquillity ; 
but his hop deceived him : he waa struck with a palsy, and died 
June 18, 174!), in hia «eventy-eight y^ax- 
Of Ms personal character all that I have heard is, that he was 
eminent for bravery and skill in theswoiij, and that in conversation 
he was solemn and poinbous. He had groat sensibility of censure, 
if judgment may be made by a single story which I heard long ago 
from Mr. lug, a gentleman of great eminence in Staffordshire. 

Ihilips*' said ho, ** was once at taDle,wSicn I asked Mm, How came 
thy king of Epirus to drive oxen, and to say *Vm goaded bn by loveT 
After which question ho never spoke again.” 

Of the DistrcBt Mother/’ not much is pretended to be his own, 
and therefore it is no subject of criticism : his other two tragedies, 

I believe, are not below mediocrity, nor abov© it. Among the Poems 
onmprised in the late Collection, the ** Letter from Denmark*^ may 
be justly praised : the Pastorals, which by the writer of the *^Ouaf* 
dUui” were ranked as one of the four genuine jHroductions of the 
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Vtifitic Muse, cannot fttirdy be topicable. Tbai iboy cxhiMt a tnoile 
of life Tfbiob not essist, nor ever eSListed^ hi not to be objected ; 
the supposition of such a state is allowed to Fastoralg^ In his other,; 
poems hetsanwot b» deiiied the praise of , lines somofcimea elegant ; 
but he has s^dom mnoh force, or ranch comprehension. The pieces 
that please best are thofO ^rhiub, from Pope and Pope!s adherents, 
procured him the name of Sarnhy Pmnhj^ the poems of short lines, 
by which he paid his court to all ages and characters, from Walpole 
the *‘«teerer of the realm,” to Miss Pultency in the nursery. The 
mimbers are smooth and sprightly, and the diction is seldom faulty. 
They are pot loaded with much thought, yet, if they had been lyritten 
by Addison, they would have had admirers : little, things are nut 
valued but when they are done by those who cannot do greater. 

In his translations from Pindar he found the art of reaching all 
the obscurity of the Theban bard, however he may fail below his 
sublimity ; he wUl bo allowed, if he has 1|S8 fire, to have more 
smoke. 

He has addednothing to English po^dry^ yet at least half his book 
deserves to be read : perhaps he valued most himself that part which 
the critic would reject. 
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WIS?, ^ ' 

Wkst is one of tTie miim of wtom I regret Kay inability 
to give ft fittfiicient account: tlie intelligencd which my inquiries 
have bbtahied is general and Scanty. 

^ He vm the son of the Kov. br. West ; porbaps him who published 
l?indar" at Qxford about the beginning of this century. His mo* 
ther WBB SJBt^r to.Siv Ilichard Temple, afterwards Lord Cob ham, 
Hitt fhther purposing t6 educate him for the Church, seni him first 
to Eton, and atierwards to Oxford ; but he Was seduced a more 
airy mode of life, by a comaussloniu a troop of horse, procured him 
by his uncle. ‘ , 

He oontinuesd some time irt the amy ; though it is roasonable tp 
» suppose that ho hover , sunk into a mere soldier, nor ever lost the 
love, or much neglected the pursuit of leaning; and , afterwards, 
finding himself more inclined to civil emuioyment, he laid downi hifli 
oommiBsiom and engaged in business under* Lord Towfishend, thru 
secretary of state, with whom he littendod the King to Hanover. 

' liis adherence to Lord Towhshend ended in nothing but a nomin* 
ation (liJLay, to be clorh^eitTaordinaTy of the Privy Council, 
which produced no immeditoe profit; for it (mly j>]i»tjtjd him iii a 
state of ekpootatlon and right of Btwjcosfeion, and jc was very long 
before ft vacancy admitted him to profit ' , 

Soon afterwards he married, and set, tied hiiK;^^lf in ^ Very plej^ani 
house^ftt Wickham in Kent, where he dovytetl hlifii^olf to learning, 
and to piety. Of hia learning the late CoUection e:!shibitS evidence 
jpK|hich would have been yet fuller, if the die8<‘rtittioJi& which m^cojn- 
pany his version ol Pindar had rot been improp^ly omitted. Of 
his ]nety the infiuonce Ims, 1 Impc, been extended lar by his ** 01)* 
servatiohs on the llesurrecrion,'^ 'published itA 17^7, for which the 
Ihiivereity of Oxford cj’oated him a Doctor of Laws by diploma 
(March 80, 174%). mi would doubtfoss have reached yot forthor had 
he lived to cmnplete what he, had for some time meditftfced, the Evi- 
dences of tho Truth of the Kew Tostament, Pethapa it may rfot bo 
without effect to tell, that ho rc^d thoprayets of the pnbiic liturgy 
every morning to his family, and that on l:^t|Lnday evening he called 
his servants into the parlour, and rcM^ to them first a term on and 
then prayers. Cfashaw is now not the only maker of verses to whom 
may be given the two venerable namcj^ of P(yit and Saint 
He was very often visited by Lytfcieton ftud fitt,,w’ho wh^n they 
wore Weary of faction ftTid debates, used at Wfokham tofifid bookf' and 
quiet, a-, docent table, and literary oon^eraftitpo, There is at \ykk- 
ham ft walk taado by Pitt ; and, what is of far more importobe^ at 
Wickham Lyttletun received thAi oonviotiOn whieb produced bis 
Dissertation on Bt Paul.” ' ’ . , ' * 



These two illuBinoua ^iende had for a while listened to the blan* 
diahments of ihtdelity ; and when West’s hook was published, it 
was bought hy aome who did not know his change of opinion, in en* 
pectation of new objeotions against Ohristianltjr ; and at inddels do 
not want malignity^ they revenged the disappointment by oalling 
him a Methodist. * ^ 

Mr. Weqj^'S income fas not large,* and hie friends endeayo\ired, 
but without success, tc obtain an augmentation. It is reported, 
that the education of the young Prince was offered to him, but that 
he required a mo^'o extensive power of superintend^ee than it was 
thought proper to allow him. , ‘ , 

In tinie* mowever, his revenue was improved ; ho lived to have 
one oi the lucrative clerlcahips of the Privy Council (1752 ) ; and 
Mr. Pitt at last had it in his power to make him treasurer of Chelsea 
HospitaL 

He wa» now sufhcieutly rich ; but wealth came too late to be 
long enjoyed ; nor could it secure him froua the calamities of life : 
he lost (1765) his only son ) and the year after (March 26) a stroke , 
of the palsy hrouj^ht to the grave one of the few poets to whom the 
grave might be without its terrors. 

Of his translations I have only compared the hrsi Olympic Ode 
with the original, and found my expectation surpassed, its ele- 
gance and iU exactness. He dors not coniine himself to his author's 
train of stanzas , for he saw that the difference of languages re- 
quired a different mode of vorsificatian. The hrst strophe is emin- 
ently happy; in the second he has a little strayed from Piudar’is 
meaning, who suys, " if thou my aoul, wishosfc to speak of games, 
look not in the , desert sky for a planet hotter than tlie sun ; nor 
shall we tell of nobler games than those of Olympia." He m some- 
times too paraphrasticaL Pindar bestows upon Hiero an epithet, 
which, in one word signifies dt>ltghiing m karm ; a word which, in 
the tranidatiou, generates these .lines : 

Hiero’fi royal brows, wltoise car^ 

I’entls tb« wursw's aotlo brttrdi, 
rifas\l to ).uriso the f.rognaaL mitre, 

' Pkas’d to tram ths youthful stei'd, 

Pindar says of Pelops, that "he came alone la the dark to the 
White Sea f and West, 

Wear the bplow beatcn siilo 
Of the foam bosilvi r’d maiu, 

Djiirkriqg, and alone, Im slooil. . 

which however is less exuberant than the former passage. 

A work of this kind must, in a minute examination, discover 
many imperfections; but West's vemion, so far as I have considered 
it, appears to be the product of great labour and great abiliUea 
His "Institutiln of the Garter" is written with sufiicieat 
knowledge of the manners that jirevailed in the age to which it is 
referred, and with great elegance of diction ; but, for want of a 
i' B • 
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process of events, neither knowledge nor elegance preserve the 
reader from weariness, 

Hifl Imitations of Spencer” are very sueceRsfully performed, 
both with respect to the metre, tho lan|;uage, and the fiction ; and 
being engaged at^nce by the excellence of the seutiinents, and tho 
artifice pf the copy, the mind has two amuaoDurnts together. Bat 
such coihposifcions arc not to be reckoned among the great achieve- 
ments of intellect, because their ’cffeet is local and temporary; they 
ajjipeal not to reason or passion, ,^bufc to memory, and pro suppose an 
accidental or artificial state of mind. An imitation of Spenser is 
nothing to a reader, however acute, by w’hom Bpens«;r has never 
been psmsed. Works of this%ind may deserve praise, as proofs of 
groat industry, and great nicety of obyervation : bxit the highest 
praise, the praise of genius, they cannot claim. The yioblest 
beauties of art are those of which the elfect is co-eJttenfted with ra- 
tional nature, or at leaqjt, with tho whole circle of j[>olished life; xvhat 
is less than this can be only pretty, the plaything of fashion, aud 
the amusement of a day. 

Thei*© is in the Adventurer” a paper of versos given to one of 
tho authors as Mr. W(irit'a and supposed to have written by him. It 
should not be concealed, however, that it is printed with Mr. Jago's 
name in Bodsley’a CoUc('tion, and is mentioned as his in a letter of 
iShenatone’s, Perhaps West gave it without namiug the author; 
and Hawkesworth, receiving it "from him, thought it hie ; fur hiB 
he thought it, as he told me, and as ho tells the public. 
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ootujra 

WavuM: ti^ae born &t Chicb^ater, on the twenty4fth 4ay 

of BecemW, abovit 1720. Hia father wa^ » hatter of good jce^^uta- 
lion. He vraa in 173^, aft Dr. Warton haa kindly , informed me, ad-^ 
milted scholar of V/iuchester College, where ho tivaa educated by 
Dr Burtont JUft Buglitth cxereUes were bettor ihan hie 

Ho first courted the notice of the public by eoine vereas io a 
*^Ljidy weopixjig/' published in “The Oentleman'a Magazine."* 

In 1740, Im stood hrst in the list of the soholaw to be received in , 
sttccGssion at College, Wt unhappily there was, no vacancy. 
He became a Commoner of Queen’s College, probably ^ith a sciinty 
maiutejiauce { hat was, in about half a ytjar, elected a of 
Magdalen College, where he oontiuuml till he had taken a BaclxC'* 
.lor’ft degree, and then suddenly left the University ; for what rea- 
son 1 know not that ho told. 

Ho now (about 1744) came to London a literary advent' rer, with 
many projects in his head, and very little money in bis, pocket Ho 
deeiguod many works,* but his great fault waft irresolution; or fclm 
IVcfiuent calls of immediate uecesRity broke Ms scheme, and suf- 
fered iirni to pursue no, settled, purpose. A man d.oibtfnl of hifl 
dinner, or trembling at a creditor, k not much disposed to ab- 
stracted meditation, or remote enquiries. He published proposals 
for a History of the Revival of l/tsarning; and 1 ItfUe heiprd him 
speak with great kindness of Leo the Tenth, and with keen resent- 
ment of his' tasteless successor. But probably nob a page of his 
lufttory was ever written He planned several tragedies, but be 
only planned them. Ho wrote now and then odes and other poem?, 
and did something, bow ever littk. 

Akmt this time 1 fell into his company. Hift appcaranco was 
decent and manly; his knowledge considerable, his vi<‘\vH cjtteu^ 
tive, hift conversation elegant, and hift disposition cheerful By de- 
ffrarjH J gained hia confidence; and one day was admitted to him 
when he was immured by a bailiff, that was prowling in the street. 
On this occasion recourse was had to the booksellers, who, ou the 
credit of a translation of Aristotle’s Poetics, which be engaged to 
write with a large commAitary, advanced as much mout*y as en^ 
nblcd him to escape into the country. He shewed me the guineas 
safe in his hand. Soon afterwards his uncle, Mr. Martin, a licuten- 
ant-colonel, left Mm about two thousand pounds; a sum which 
Collins could scarcely think exhaustible, and which he did not live 
to exhaust. The guineas wore then i*eimid, and the translatimi 
neglected. 

But man is not born for happiuess. Collins, who, while he 
died to live, felt no evil but poverty, no sooner hml (o ^fadtj thun 
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liis life >aa assail tore Bad b- 

0Sikttitjy» ' 'r, '; , ,1 ' ' 'V ■" ', ' ' ' ' '\ ' ' 

Ibyiag bi^jawly eliaraoter, wli8« it wia yet 

mere distiuetly impr<^bed iipoa my memory, 1 aliall insert it ber^. 

^oUbflVaa a man of extensive literature, eudof vigoro^ 
fecBitie$». He was acquainted aot only iritb tbo leanied tonj^uea, 
but Trftb ibe Italian, 5‘ronch, and Spanish lan^ages, life bad em* 
ployed bis mbd cbiefly on the works of dcSon, and sttb}eof» of 
fauey ; and, by indulging some peouUar habits of thought^, was 
eminently delighted with those flights of imagination which pass 
the bounds of nature, and to which the mind is reconcit'ed only by 
a passive at‘qui««c?ence in popular traditions. He loved fairies, 
genii, giants, and monsters ; he delighted to rpve through the me- 
anders of enchantment, to gaze on the magni&enoe of golden pa* 
lanes, to repose by the water falls of Blysiaii gardens. ^ ’’ 

"This was however t]je character rather of hie inclination than 
his genius ; the grandeur of wildness, and the novelty of extrava- 
*ganoe, were always desired by him, but not always obtained. Vet, 
as diligence is never wb(»lly los^ if his eflF.>rtfi sometimes caused 
harshness, and obscurity, they Jik^wise produced in happier mo- 
ments subljuiity and splendoar. This idea which he bad formed 
of excellenoo led him to oriental fletions and allegorical imagery, 
and perhaps, while he wjis intent, upon description, he did not suf-‘ 
flciently cultivate sentiment. His poems are the productions of a 
mind not dcHcieut in fire, nor unfurnished with knowledge eithcor 
of books or life, but somewhat obstructed in its progress by 4®'^i* 
atioU in (](uest of Diistaken beauties. 

His morals Were pure, and hia opinions pious ; in a long continu- 
ance of poverty, and long habits oi diasipation, it cannot be e?c* 

. pected that any character should be exactly uniform. There is a 
degree of want by which thetreedom of agCncy ia altuoflt destroyed; 
and long association with fortpltous companions will at last relax 
the strictness of truth, aud abate the fervour of sincerity. That 
this man, wise and virtuoup* as he was, passed always unentangled 
through the snares of life, H would be prejudice and temerity to af- 
Arm ; but it may be e^d that at least he preserved the source of 
action unpolluted, that his principles were never shaken, thathls 
distinctions of ri^jht and wrong were never confounded, and thgt 
his iaults had nothing of malignity or design, but proceeded from 
some unexpected pressure, or casual temptuiiou. 

"The latter part of his life Cannot betemembered but with pity 
andsadneas. fie languinhed some years under that depression of 
mind which enchains the faculties without destroying them, and 
leaves reason the knowledge of right without the power of pur- 
aning it. These clouds which he perceived gathering on his in- 
tellects, he endeavoured to disperse by travel, aiid passed into 
T'rance; but found himself constrained to yield to bis malady, and 
returned. He was for ar^me time conflued in B bouae of lunatici^ 



&xl 4 afiflrwar4« retired to iilie jcai*e of hSi» Bister in OMobeftter, where 
death, fh 1^56, eame fch hla feliet ^ - J 

After hi§ retiirpi .fipem ffranoe, the writer of thi» character paid 
him a yi^fi at MhjiSdni, . whti*e he waa waiting for hia akter, w^m 
he had diretite^ W ; there waa theft ftothhig of dkordof 

diaeeraible in himself j bat he had withdrawn 

firom atttd^jhftd travelled with no other brtok thart au Eft|lkh fea*'! 
tameiit^Bftcb as children carry to the ftchool trhCft hlfl'fi*iead took 
it into bk hand, out of curh^-^ity to' see what qai^aftioft a Man ; of 
letfeershad cboBep, have but one book/ aaid Oollifts, *but that 
is the best* ' , ' ' ' , . /'"; ' " '' 

^ach was the fate of Colli na, with whom I once dolighb&d to eton- 
verse, and whom 1 yci remember with tenderness. - 

He was visited at Chichester, in Im last iUne^sj by hie icamd 
friends Dr. Warton and hi* brother; to whom he Spoke with dk- 
approbation of his Oriefttal Eclogues, as not sufJicieii&ly expressive 
of Asiatic mamiets, and called them hk inAh Ewlogui'S. He 
ghewed theih at the same time, an ode iuauribed to Mr. John 
Home, Oft thcnupersUtiotis of tho Highlands t which they thought 
superior to his other works, but which no search has yet mund; 

iris disorder wa<4 no aUneatioti of mind, bftt general laaity and 
feeblenesp, a deficiency rather of his vital than hk inteUaetuai 
powers. Whaf. hd spoke wanted neither judgment nor spirit; but 
a few minutes exhausted him, so that be was forced to rest upon 
tho 'coftch, till a short cessation restored bis powers, and he waB 
again able to talk with his formoif vigour* 
jho approaches of this dretidful malady he began to fOel sooti 
after hk uncle’s de itU ; and with the usual weafeneifts of mefii disietecd, 
eagerly siiatched that temporary relief with which the tnUo and ’ 
,tbe bottle Hatter and seduce, But hk health contiftiially dcclificd, 
and he grew more and mote burthenRomc to himself 
‘ To what i hive formerly said his writiugB may be added, that 
his diction was often harsh, unskilfuny laboui’ed, and injudipiotiMy 
selected. He affected the obmlete when it wfte not worthy of 
viVfti 5 and he puts hie words out of the common order, semlftg to 
think, with some later candidates, for faipe, thtit not to write prose 
is certainly to write poetry. His HnSk common y are of slow motiniij, 
clogged and impeded with clusters of. consonants, A^l men are of. 
tea esteem^ who cannot be loved, so the poetry of CoUius may 
sometimes extort praise when it gives little pleasure. 

Mr* Coliifts’s first prodtotion is added here from the Eoetical 
Calendar." ^ . 

Tci MISS AtREUA C — B, 

os WSXMRU AIT HEU »tST«R*S WXDMKO, 

CiBM. ftlr Autvlia. to inearn; 

. I4n»ect not ^sftnah^s h iiipy itate ; 

Yew mto be happy in your turn. 

And seftethe ntaltue you regret. 
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tov« ttymtii " 

AxidiKtftly -whiap^rs to yqur 
Meet but } our lo\er in my bands, 
You’ll M your $lncr bi Ms unufi. 


. DTEK. , ,, 

JoHK Di'KB, <^{ 'svhom I liavfe no other acpount to give than his oto 
L etters, published with Hughes' correspondence, and tho notes 
addjed by the editor^ have offered me, wuS horn in 1700, the second 
isoh of Bdhert J)jer of AJ;ierglasriey, hi Caermarthenshire, a eoUcitor 
of great capacity and note. 

* lie passed, through VV eRtininster school under the care of Hr. 
Friend, and was then culled home to be instructed in his father’a 
profession. But his father died foon, and he took no delight in the 
study of the law ; but, having always amused himself with dniwjug, 
resolved to turn painter, and b^cafne pirpll to Mr. Kiohardson, an 
artist then of high reputation, hdt. now hotter known by his books 
than by his pictures. 

Haying studied a W^hilc undor his master, he became, ®9 he tells^ 
his 'friend, ati’ itinerant painter, and wandered about South Wales, 
ntid the yiarts adjacent ; hut he mingled poetry with painting, and 
h'boiit 1TS27 printed Orovigar II ill” in Lewis’ Miscellany. 

Being, probably, unsatisfied with hi'> own proficiency, he, like 
other painters, travelled to Italy ; end coming back in 1740, pub- 
li'ilmd the ** ItiiinH of Komc," 

If his poem was written eooh after his return, be did not make 
use of his Requisitions in jmintihg, whatoror they might he; for 
doclioe of health and love of study determinod him to the Church. 
He therefore entered into orders j'and, it seems, married about the 
same time a lady ot* the name; of ISn^or; ** whose grand mother,” t 
says he, *^ wai» u Snakijspeare, descended from a brother of evei^ 
body's Shakespeare;” by her, in' 1750, he had a son and three 
daughters living. 

liiB ecoh'siafitical prdvi/sion was for ft long time hut Blender, His 
firist patron, Mr. Harper, gw him, in ifil, Cai thorp in Leicester- 
ibhire, of eighty pounds a ysftL ou which he lived ton years, and 
then exchanged it for Belohford in Lincoliwihire; of seventy^five. 
His condition now began to mend. In 1751, Sir John Henthcotb 
gave hi rp Conningsh^r, of one hundred and forty pounds a-yeat; 
nnd in 1755 the Cimncojlor added Kirby, of one hundred and ten. 
He complains that the repair of the house at OonUingshy, and other 
expenccB, took away tlic profit. In 1757 he pttbMed ♦*The 



. DTEK. ' 

Fl^ecft/’ bdft gire&ijest work i of tpMjc^ I wiU »ot fflXpiiress ^ 

ludicrous stoT)^. Bo3«ley tlid vbookBollier oue day meufeioninf 

It ^ a oritical ’ Visitor^ wifelsi dx^f^tation of au<jceis , than 
other oould easilj; .idmit. lu; ih© ' couT^eraatiou the author^ ag© ‘ 
wan asked; and hbtug tei^rbsented as advanced iu life, He wil^T 
said the critic, '*hb ptijn^ iu ^roollea,” ; * ' 

^ He did jiofc indeed tog survive that puhlicaiion, nor long o&joy 
the Increase of his prefements ; for in ITS^S He died. 

Byor is npt a poet of bulk or dignity enfliciciit to require an 
elaborate criticism, “ Oroiigar Hill’' is the happiest of his produc- 
tions : it is not indeed very accurately written ; but the scenes 
which it d^plays are so ydeasing, the images which thqy raise are 
SO welcome to the mind, anddhe reflections of the writer so conso- 
nant to the general sense or experience of manljdndx iWi when, it 
is onoe read, it will bo road agfun. , , , 

The idea of the '‘.Kuiusnf Homo” atrikes more, but pleases lees, 
and the title rato greater expectation than the performance 
gratitioa. Some passagea, however, are conceivc4 with the mind of 
a poet : as w hen, in the neighbourh<!»nd of dilaphlaHng edi^oha, h«^ , 
says, , 

The Pilgrim oft ■ ' 

At dead of mvhr,. mid hi* orhoo bears - , , ^ 

Aghast th«,vo^ of time, dlspwtrag tow.^w, 

'I otnbling sli prccipltatt* down daau’d. 

RaUliog ftToand, loud ilmnd'riog to the Moon. > •. ' ^ 

Of'^^Tlbe Fleece/’ which never became popular, and is now 
univcnsally neglected, I can shy Ettla that likely to recall it to 
attention. The Wooleomber and the poet appear to mo such dis- 
c\ordant natures, tliat an attempt -to bring them to^efe^er is to 
€oupi« the scTpput 'Wilh ihefoiist. When Hyor, whose mind was not 
unpoetlcaJ, has done his utmost, hy interesting his reader in cut 
native commodity, by. intei'spersing rural imagery, and incidental 
digrcHsions, by clothing small images in great words, and by all the 
writer's arta of delusion, the meanness naturally adhering, and the 
irrevereneo habitually annexed to trade and manufacture, «iuk 
h&> under insuperable oppresmon ; and the disgust which blank 
veiM, encumbering and encumbered, superadds to an unpleasing 
subject, soon repels the 'reader, however willing to be pleased. 

l^et me however honestly report whatever may counterbalance 
this weight of censure. I have been told, that Akeniude, who upon. , 
a poetiem question, has a right to be heard, said, That he would 
refgttlate his opinion of the reigning tasto by the fate of Dyer’s 
‘ Ptoce / for, if that were ilbreceived, he should not think it any 
longer rcasom^ble to expect fame from excellence.” 



X1V2IB or iii£ poxii. 


lilfiiitUH: iha idq of Thoinui ftad ^tuM 

, was boi’ft iri November, 17U^ at the Lea«©w^8 m Hales-Owett, ©itfli 
of those lihstilated districts which^ in the division of the kingdom, 
•was apf>6nded, for some reason |iot nov discoverable, to a difttant 
County j apd irhieb, though surrounded by Warwickshire and 
WoreesterAire, belongs to Shropshire, though perhaps thirty mflea 
distant from any other part of it ; , 

He learned to read of an old dame, wihom Ms poem o< the 
** Sph()obmis,tress*' has delivered to postmty; apd soon recelWd 
Such delight from hooks* that he was always calling for fresh en- 
teiiatnmimi, and expelled that, whan any of the family went to 
i ^market, a new book should be brought him, whicl*, when it came*, 
was in fondriess carried to bed and laid by him. It is said, that 
whenhiii request had been neglected^ his mother wrappHE^ up, a 
piece ol wood of the same form, and paci^od him for the night 
, , As he grew ojder, he went for a while io the Grammar school in 
Hales* Owen, and was placed afterwards With Hp. Crumpton, an 
emini^nt Bchoolma^i\l^t Solihul, whe^^k^ diatii^iiabed ^mself 
by the quickness of Ms progress, , 

When ho was young tfune it^t) he was deprived of hia father 
and soon after (August, 17^7) Of Ms grandfather,^ and Waa, with Ms 
brother, wh6 died after wd« unmarried, left to the cere of hifl grand- 
mother/ who managed the estate, 

From Bohool lie was seiit in 1734 to rmbroko Collie in, Oxfbrd, 
ft society which for a century has b«pn for fmglish ppctry» 

and olegaiit Hteititur©. Here it app^ra that he found delight and 
advantage ; for he continued Ms name in. the books teh years, ihouffh 
he took no degree. After th^ four years he put on the vi* 
vili^n's gown, but without j^ewing any intention to engage the 
profession. ; j/, 

About the time when lie went, to Oafotu? the death of Ms iprahd- 
mother devolved bis ahairs to the caro or the Beverend Mr., Dol- 
man, of Brome, in Staffordshire, whose attention he alwayft men- 
tioned with firatitude. 

At Oxford he employed himself upott English poetry.^ iuid ih 
1737 published a small Mhccllany, without his name; , 

He then for a time Wandered aboui to Skpqnai^t h^Self wjlth 
life, and was4iwmetimcsat London, sometiMes at Bath, or a^ other 
place of public resort ; bui ho did not forget Ms poetry. , He pub- 
lished in X741 his Judgment of HercMes/"^ ^dresse^ Mr, 
LyttletoU; whose interest he supported with great v^nuthat an 
election : this was next year foUpwed by the " 8choMdafiwtrew.J^ 

Mr. Dolpan, to whose care he wae indebted for his ease and 
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!oj«ure, in, 17^ nndtlie of hfe own fortnne now f&U upon ; 
him. He tiied to escape It e:wliilo, md lived at hie kouee Ids , 

tenants^ wko irero distantly related: but, liadlug tbe pUih 

session ittC0nvettieut> be took the whole estate into his own baiub^ 
more to the impto^em^t of its beanty, than the increeie of its 
produce. ' " 

0C7ow exoited Ms delij(bt in rural pleasux^es, and hk mhi^on 
of rhral eloganoe : he began from this time to polui his prospects, 

‘ to diversify his suHhoo, to entangle his walk^ hnd to wind hk 
waters ; which he did With such jud|m^t and such ihnoy, as made 
his little dotnain the envy of the great, and the admiration of the 
ekilful i visited by travellers, and copied by designers. 

Whether to plant a walk in undulating curves, and to place a bench 
at every turn where there is an object to catch the view ; to tnake 
the water run where it will be heard, and to stagnate where It will \ 
be aben ; to leave intervals where the eye will be pleaaed, and to 
thicken the plantation where there is something to be hiddep' ; do* 
mands any great powers pf mind, I will not inquire: perhaps a eul- 
leU add sarly speculator may think'such pertbrmances taither tlte 
Sport than the buoiness of human reason. But it miist at least be 
confessed, that to embeilish the form of nature is an iimocent 
amusement ; and some praise must be allowed, by the super* 
oiiious obsen^cr, to him who docs best what { such multitudes i^e 
contending to do well • 

This praise was the praise of Shenstone; but, like all other modes 
of felicity, It wa» not enjoyed without its abatements. Lyttleton 
'vfss his neighbour and his rival, whose empire, spadous and opulent, 
looked with disdain on the that dpptand hehiind it For 

a while the inhabitants of Hagley affected to tell their acquaint* 
ftooe of the little fellow that was trying to make bimseli admiral ; 
but when by degrees the LeastfWes forced themselves into notice, 
they took c.ire to defeat the curiosity which thvy could not sUppreSa, 
by cond acting iheir viftiti&ntfl pen^orsely to inconytUient poinds of 
view, and intrpdnciug them at the wrong end of a walk to detect a 
deception ; injuries of which SheuStone would heavily complain. 
Wfier© there is emulation th^re will' bo vanity ;• and where there is 
vanity there will be folly. 

' ' The pleSksure of Bbopstone was all in his eye : be valued what bo 
valued merely for its looks ; nothing raised his indignation more 
than to ask if there were any fishes in hie water- 

His house was mean, and he did not improve it; his care was of 
i his grounds. When hf came home from his wal^, he might find 
his doors flooded by u shuwer tbroughihe broken roof ; but nould 
spare ho money for'its reparation. ' 

In time his expetmes brought elamnura about him, that ove^ 
powered the iamb's bleat and Imnct’s song; and his groves w^* 
haunted by beings very difibrent from fauns and fairies. He spent 
his estate in adofiimg k, and his death was probably hastened hf 
his anxieties. He was a lamp that ^nt its oil in blarinf. It ia 

r 2 » ‘ ' • 



,5§G 01* TH^ POETS. 

ft lid, iHit liad HV^ a little longer, he would hare hoen 
ed by a pension ; such Jiouuty could not have been ef^r wore pro- 
perly besto^red j but that H Tras not ashed is not certain ; it is too 
oertaiu that it never was ei\> 0 ;^ed. ^ ^ 

Ho died at Leusowea, of a putrid fever, about hve on IViday worh' 
ing, Fcibrnatjr 11 , lTd3 ; ;ana u aa buried by the side of his brother 
in the church-yard of Halos-Owon. ^ ^ ' ; 

He was never married, though ho tnigM have obtained the lady/ , 
whoever she Was, to whom his Pastoral Ballad*^ was uddressed, ' 
He is repretjented by his friend Hodsley as a wan of great tender- 
ness and generosity, kind to all that were within his influence J 
bdt, if once offended, not easily appeasod ; inattentive t<f economy, 
and careless of his expcnces ; in his person he was larger than the 
middle size, with something clumsy in bis form ; very negligent 
of his clothes, *iud remarkaDle for wearing hia gray hair in a pai*- 
ticular manner ; for hodield that the ta&hion was no rule of dress, 
and;;thftt every man was^o miit his appearance to his natural form. 

His mind was not very comprehensive, nor his curiosity active ; 
he had ho value for those parts of knowledge which he had not 
himself cultivated. 

Ills life was unstained hy any caimo} the Elegy on J^sgo, which 
has been supposed to relate an unfortunate and criminal amour of 
hi« own, was known hy his friends to have been suggested by the 
Story of MSs-s Godfrey in Kichardsou's ‘'Pamela,” 

What Gray thought of his character, from the perusal of his 
Letters, was ibis : ' , - 

** I have read too an odnvo volume of Shenst one's Lettors. Poor 
man! hi?, was always ni.dung lor money, fc* fauui, nnd other dis- 
tinrtioni ; and his whole philosophy consisted in living against his 
will in retiremont, and in a pked which hifl taste had adorned, but 
which he only enjoyed wdien people of note crime to see and com- 
mend it; hi.'^ correspond cm ce is ubont nothing else but this place 
and his own writings, with two or three ncighboui^ihg clergymen, 
who wrote verses too.'' , , 

His poms consist oi elegies, odea, and ballads, humorous sallies, 
and moral pieces, ' , 

llis concC[dior of ,an Elegy he haa in his Preface very judiciously 
and di^icriminatcly pxidain'^cl. it is, according to his account, the 
offu'^iva of « contemplative mitid, Bometime.s plaintive, and always; 

aTjd thoToforc superior to thO gh\ter of slight ornaments, 
HU conipufiitioos suit not iU to this description. HUtopjcs of praise 
.are the domestic virtues, and his thoughts are pure and simple 
but ^ranting cornbinat ion, they want variety. The peace of soli- 
tude, the innocence of inactivity, and the unenvied security of an 
hiunUii station, ca 7 i hll but a few pages. That of which the essence 
is uniformity will be Boon described. Jlis Elegies have therefor© 
too much resemblance of each other. ^ ' 
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. The fjometimefj, euoh a^ Elegy requires, smooth ?iiy|ea»y ; 
hut to this piiaise h»|ii, claim is not constant j , his diction 1 b, oftou 'i 
harsh, iujipaioirfi?,, affeoted ; his words ill-coined; ' 

and.hist^hi^ un«Wully,inv^e4r. ., ... '■ 

The %jcio Poems are almost all of the light and airy hin4| such,' 
as trip lightly and nimbly aloog,* without the load of auj Wghty 
mcauir^. Prom thoeC; however/^* Ptiral Elegance" has some ri jhfc/ 
to ho e?c|)^ 2 :ted. . I; once heard it prai«ed, by a very learned lady; 
and ihoxigh the lines are inegtilar, aid the thoughts diffused with - 
too. much verbosity, yet it cannot be denied to oontaia both philo- 
sophical argument aid poetical spirit. . , 

Of the mt 1 cannot think any excellent : the Skylark" pleases 
me bept; V(fhich has however more of the epigram than the ode* , n 
JBut the four parts of his “Pastoral Ballad” demand partlcollr. 
notice. I cannot but regrei that it is pastoral.;' an intelligeuh:, 
reader, Acquainted with the scones of real life, eickeus at the men-- 
tiou of the efooh, the ptpdt the ^ieep, and the lid$, which ,it in. not 
nacosaary to bring fonvard to notioo, for thf poet‘a art is eelection, 
and ho ought to shew the beauties without the grossnesB of the* 
country life. stanza seems to have been choSen in imitation of 
Kowe*B “Bespairing Shop herd.” 

In the first are two passages, to which if any mind Uwuics its 
sympathy, it has uoat^quainta'nct) with'Jov’e or nature : , 


I priz’d ereisry tor that Went by, , „ ^ 

Beyond all that had |dc«8’d me befioTO ; ^ ! 

K’lt now taey ate past, and I aiKh, 

And J grieve Unat I priz’d thorn no more. 

‘When forc'd tbe‘ fair pyntpb to forcjgo, 

What aottUisU I felt in lay heart J 
' Yet T thousKiit (but it mi^iht u rt bo so) ^ ■ 

"Titals with pain that sno »aw me depart. 

, She gaz'd, as, I slowly withdrew, ' 

Hfy path 1 could hardly d^sccra ; ' 

So sweetly sh«< bade me adieu, 

X thought that she bade me return, 

lu the second the piigsago hiis its prettmefp, thought it be not 
equal to the former i , 

I have found out a alfl for my fair ; 

T haVv' found where the wood pigeons bsreed : s ' 

' ^ liut loi me that pluftiier forbear, 

„ , film wiU s.'iy ’tv^ as a barbarous deed : 

ypr he UO’er could be triie she avorr’d 
’WtwcowhiTdl>apoc)r bit^d-of beryoUttji ' 

' ,'i ndt lov’d her the more whemf heard. 

. .. Such tendernoss fall hroin her tongue, ,, / , , 

luihe thmi heiicautions thu uommou-plaoca of amorouB poetry 
with8qme»ddrefift; 
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Iliii mwk |»6fl8ioiii to glow t 
*XliMkb)i $mootb UA^ to tnllblil, 

Hdw tier tH0(i \» u brlgtit »s thtumovr* 

AnA hor IJOMnn, be sure i» «• oold i 

ttoTi^ tfie n%htitoi||(ai^fi labour thi) itrgiiu 
Vr itb the tiotoB of thii diurioer to vie * 

How they vary tbelt aceentut in vain, 

Iteplne at their ttitiinpbs* and die. « 

ItL ih« fettrth I find nothing better than thk natural tttalft of 
Ho]^: 

AUui 1 frotn the day that we met, « 

What hope ot an end to ray woee. 

When )[ cannot endura to forget 
llie glance that undid my re|)OK; 

Yet Time may diminish the ijatn i 
Tin floater and ihe shrub, quo tl»c tree, 

Wlucb I rear 'll for her plea urn m vain. 

In time may havetromiort lor me, 

ITift ** LeTitea'" nee hy tboif titlo <»»cmpted from theWoritifS of 
critioiam j yet it m n ho remarked in a few words, that this humour 
is sometimew fioh-i, and seldom ppiighfly. 

Of the Moral Pooius ihe fiM I’i the ** Choice of HertiilcB,” from 
Xenophou, The immhorB ate smooth, the diction elegant, and the 
thoughts juftt ; hut eomdhing of vigour is still to be wished, which 
it might have had by breuty ard corrtpre«Bon. Hk **Fate of 
OtUcaey*' has an uir of gftioty,”bul not a voiy pointed and general 
moml. Hie T)lauk vernos, those that can rtjid thm may probably 
find to be like the blank venn e of his ncighbuiir» ** Love and Hou- 
Otir*’ kderivwl from the old ballad, )oU not hearol a Spanish 
I^ftdy?” 1 wiAh it well <^nb*tgh to 'Aish it were in rhyme. 

The *' School miHtiesB,’* of which T know not what claim St has to 
stand atnoug the Moral Works, k muoIv fhe most pleasing of Shen* 
fcioue’s perlonnaro es The adopt ‘on of a particular style, in light 
and short compnpitionr, conhibatefr much to the increase hf pka- 
enre we arc entertHincd it once with two imitations, of nature in 
the sentiments, or the )ri<rinai nuthur in the style, and betwoeu 
them the mind is kepi in p* rpetual employmctit 

The genet al roomincndution of bhenetonc is easiness and sim- 
plicity ; his general defect ii want of comprt'hensioa and variety. 
Had his mind been biJtt^r stored with Knowledge, whether ho 
could have been great, 1 know not; he<;ould certainly have been 
agreeable. 





foliiMtig !iSi§ iki i j^entlemaii w)i6 

Iiid biifctor iaformailon thA^ t co^ld casilir hay© obtained; and 
the pnhlio will pethajJi #iilh that I h^d solicited and obtained more - 
snou iaroura from him. 

Disia Sm, " 

**In consequence of otjiT di^tJreat cohvemtldh6'aboht anthehtic 
materials lof the Life of Yonrig, I said you the following detail* 

** Of great men, Botiietlijng must .idiifaya be said to Ratify Curio- 
sity. Of the iUuBfcHous author of the *‘Kight Thoughts*' ito^ch. 
has been told of which there never could have beisn proofs ; 4titd 
little care appears to have been taken to tell that, of which pP00% 
with Utile trodblei might have been procured." 

ISdwhrd Young was borivat Cpham, near Winchester* in June 
1681. Ho was the ^n of Ddwara Young, at that time fellow ot 
Winchester College aria i*eclor of Upham : who was the son of Jo. 
Young, of Woodhay, lii UerlcKhire, styled ly Wood, In 

l^eptcinher 1,C$2 the Poefc^sfathw was collated to the prebend of 
fUllingham Minor, in the chiliKjh of S4j*um,, by bishop Ward. 

. W'hcii Ward's faculties werO Impaired through ^e; bk duties w'cre 
. neoesaarily performed hy others. We learn from Wood, that, at a 
visitation or Sprat's. July the 12th, 1686, the prebend4tr>»preadhed 
a Latin 6ermon> afterwards published, with which the bishop was 
00 pleased, that he told the chapter he Was conooroed to find the 
preacher had one of the worst prebends in their church. Some 
time after tlikj. in consequence of his lucrit and toputation, or of 
the interest of Lord Jlrhdford, to whom, in 1702, he dedicated two 
Volutnea or sermons, he was a]tt)oimed chaplain to King William 
.and Queen Mary, and preferro<i to the deanery of Sarum. Jacob, 
who wTote in 3720, says Hhc was chaplain and clerk of thd closet 
to the Into Q,aCen, who honoured him by standing godmother to 
the Poet.” Iris feftowship of Winchester he itesigned in favouyof 
u gentleman of the name of Harris, who martied his only daughter. 
The dean died at Sarun^ after a short illness, in 1705+ in thte siity* 
third, year of hk age, Ou the Sunday after hk decojko Bishop 
Burnet preached at the cathedral, and began hk sermon With b.y- 
ing, ** Death has been Of late walling round Us, and making breach 
upon breach upon us, and has canted away the head of this body • 
with a stroke ; so that he, whom yon saw a week ago distributing^ 
the hol;^ mysteries, k now laid in the dust. But he still lives in* 
libb etcellent directions ho has loft us, both how to live and 
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^ko 4<^an $on to fdimiSafeto at Ool* . 

3ege^ wkerc ko boea educated., 4| toaatool ^Hdwaud 

Young roniain^id iUlto eJ^BefiiOn after kia^^lktoontk hittkday^ to,, 
period at urklcli those oilon tko fouudaitlon aro fiu|jomunuato4*:: 
Wketkerkje did uot betmy ki^ abilities early in life, or kia 
bad not flkiti, enough to diaoorex ia -toiT pupil any marks of genitui 
for winch be tonted reward, or no vaoaitcy nt Oxford oflered them , 
an opportunity to bcatow upon hiJu tb^ reward proYided*for merit , 
by William of Wykebam; certain it ie^ than to an Oxfoid fellow- 
ship our poet did not succeed. By chance, or by choice, Kew Col- 
lege cannot cUiui the honour of numbering among its fellotrs him 
who wrote, the **l!vightTbDugbt8,” , * ^ . 

' Oh the 13th of Cefcohet, 370$^ be Tyas entered an indepoiideht 
member of New College, that, he might live at little expense in to 
Warden’s lodgings, who was a particular friend of his father’s, till 
. ho should be qualified to stand ibr a fellowtliiji at ^M1 Soito in a 
few months the warden of New College, died. ITo then removed to 
Corpus College, The president of this F^cicty, Iroiiji regnrd also of 
bis fat hcr^ invited him thit.her, in order to lessen his a^cadernical 
expenses. In 170S, he w'an nomiuritcd to a law feUuwship at 
Souls by Arcbbkbop Tenison, into whoso Imnds it cainoby devo- 
lution, Such repeated patronage^ ^liHe it jnsUlioa BwnctV pnih o 
of the father^ rejects credit on the ooudnet- of the son. The niiiii" 
nor in which it was exertod eoems to prove, that the father did not 
leave behind him much wealth. 

On the ‘23rd of Apiil, 1714, Young took his ilogrco of bachelor of . 
civil lawp, and his doctor’s degree ou the lOth of June, 3719. 

Soon after he weiit to Oxford, he diacovtred, it i» aaid, an incli- 
nation ftp: pupils. W hether he ever oOmmoncTed tutor i-j not known. 
None hiifl Mtherfco boas'ted to have receiv^.U hh acadeiaioal instruc- 
tion from the author of the *‘N)Jrht ThouiLrbtA.‘' 

It is probable that hift College wn<5 proud of him no lef<B ns & Bcho- 
lar than as a poet ; for in 3710, when to foundation of to Cod- 
riiigton Librai*}' wms laid, two ^’oarti after he had taken bis bachelor^ 
degree, Young was appointed to epeiik the Jjsttin oration. ThiR w 
at least p.irticular for beitig dedicated in English “To the ladies of , 
the Codrington Eamily ” To these Indies he snys, “that he was,, 
unavoidably Hung into a fthigularity, by being obliged to write an, 
epistle dedicatory vOid of coinm'‘ii'plaue, and such a ouo waf^ never 
published before by any author whatever: thnt this practice ah- , 
solved them from .any obligation of reading what was pi'esented to 
them; and that the bookseller approved^ of it, because it would 
make the people stare, was absurd enough, and perfectly right.” 

Of tluR Orfition there is no appeaninee in his own edition of hia 
works; and prefixed ti> an edition by Curll and Tonson, 17il> is a 
letter from Young to Curll, if we may credit dated December 
tile 9th, 1739i wherein he Bays, that he has not leisure to review 
what he formerly wrote, and adds, “ I have not the * Epistle to 
Lord LtanEdowjie.’ If yop will tako my advice, I would have you 
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omit that, aii4 tho oration on Cod^:ingi)on. I think tho ooUection ' 
will HoU hotter without them ” ; , 

There are who relate, that* when 'fimt 'Tonn^ found htooK 
dependent, and Ms ma««tftr at^ All Souls, he wiis not the orna- 
ment to relighm and naoralit? which he afterwards became, '' * 

The authority of his father, indeed, had ceased, gome timehofore;% 
by his death ; and Young was eertainly not ashauied to be patro- " 
nised by the infamous 'Wharton, But Wharton bofritnded in 
Young, perhaps, the poet, and particularly, the tragediaii- Ifvir-.;. 
tuous authors must be patronixed only by Tirtuous peers, who shall, ' 
point them out 1 * * ■ ! 

Yet FOpI is said by Ibiffhe'ad to have told Warbrirton, that( 
''Young had much of a aubllmo genius, Ibongh without common ' 
souse; so that hia genius, having no guide, was perpetually liable ' 
to degenerate into bombast. This made him pass- a foolish yi>uk, . 
the sport of peers and poets ; but hh hstViog a very good lioart en- 
abled him to »ti)iport the clerical character when he assumed it,0 
first with doctney, and afterwards with honour.” ‘ ‘I; 

They who tbiulc ill of Young’s moraiUy in the early part of his^ 
life, may perhapw be wrong; but Tindal could not err in his opinion 
of Young's warmth and ability in the cause of religion. Tindal 
used to spend much of hit. time at All Sionls. "The oth./’ boys,” 
said the Atheist, " 1 can always answer, because 1 always know 
whence they have their arguments, which I havo read a hundred 
but that fellow Young is continually pestering me vdth 
Bometliing of his own.” 

After all, Tindal and the ccusurers of Young may be reconcile- 
able. Young might, for two or three years, hatB tried that kind of 
life, in which his iiutnra) principles would not ijuflerhim t(; wallow 
along. If this wore ?o, he has left behind him not only his evidence 
in favour of virtue, but the potent testimony of experience against 
vice. 

Wc shall soon see that, one of his curliesi. productions was more ' 
serious than nhnt oomes ft’om the gcncr/dity of imfiodged poets. 

Y oung perhaps ascribed the good jbrtiUic of A ddison to the " I’oem 
to his Majesty/' presented, with a copy of vct'^cs, to Somers ; and 
hoped that he abo might soar £o wealth and honours on v/iugs of , 
the aamo kind. His first i^^ctical flight was when (^leen x\une cab 
led up to the House of Lords the pons of the tols of Northampton 
and Aylesbury, and added, in one day, ten others to the numbrn* of 
peers. In order to reconcile the people to one, at least, of the new 
lords, he publiRhed in iTi?, "An Kpistk* to tho Uighc Honourable . 
OeorgcTiord Lansdosvme,” In ihi'i composition the poet pours out , 
his panegyric with the extruvagaiico M' a young man, who thinks 
his present stock of \tealih will never be exhauBtccl. 

The poem seems intended also to reconcile the public to the late , 
peace. This ik endeavoured to be done by shewing that men .arQ • 
slab in war, and that in peace, "harveate wave, and Oommeroo 
awdk her sail-" H this be humanity, for which he meant it ; is it 
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liemte the puMlol*;& rBoep&n of so^ tMtod^ m»gM h 
o?^‘Sw‘ tthi “Owonoko” looks se W eomo "“!* 

' iw in fhtt to CtirlL as We ita^e steen, lit advises itS 
ke bookselievs, in bv 

jsrSi?. — ” ffifS’ "lafiKW "I 

S^hJ^^‘‘the><S<>g pieces in fonr v„lmn» to bo the 

vtinK], a y , , « .t t it<tvo ■written ; and I msh l<*?s o^poIogH 

* WTO hmSS for these As thbre is no recalling iHiat i#^ abroacf, 

the suttior of the '-Sight Thonghts- did not re- 

*‘”ou the anpearanoo of hiS “ Poem cm the Ust Pay,” f ^ 

net rtd'tTii Yoniig’tt compliment ; bat Lngbbhman o( 

29 1713, which was probably wnt-tcn by Addisom speab 

iy’oi thi7pc>em. The “U^t V' (t 

nntif*** The vicc'chancollor’s inpriinaUr, for it was printed at Ot- 
lAi?r5« flatpd Mftv l«th 1713. From the eiordiam loung appears 
the comporitlon of it, 'Vhik^other 
Wda -‘Trith Britain's hero Set their sonls on hro, he “B 

« d.pnor scene hfariborOhgh Aod tees considered by Britain 
teVer kero; hot, when the -'Last Da^ wnt. pnWi^««, female cah^ 
hill blasted for » time the Imuels of Bteoheiin, This serious po^. 

"VlTdSn Xc"-Tatllri’ "iStd 7; thi 

pari ol ’ ^ which for some tt a-^on, ho did hot admit 

juW^his^ works. It'^ orilv title great bonoar 

i^^nw does himself, is the dbligatiwi which he fomeny received 

obligation Lthing is now known, ^ 

U^tul Kodmother. Be is said indeod to Ifve enteed at a 
#etti^ »ti|chd a» a writer for the Cmit llhapBody 

on Poetry’’ are thesh lines, speaking of the Ooart ,— 

' Wlienci Cay i»iM bsnhihM in - > , ,- r .;* ■ v 

WImt* ?op« vlU i»T«r *h#w hit fw», 
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^6 0^ 10il« hb mtiim 
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Tbit t — ^ xttedriiui Yoiin| se«md elejtr Ibrn fotir ^ther Hindi im 

• AttwlA, f&pc», aitot md <}§yt, 

Am tme y<m hwpf, and nrew yout tmjb r 
Tou paiicgynei heW' prr tide, 

You cannot err on Hattcry’e side. 

Tet irtio ^ail Ba> with certainty, tliat Yeung wws a penftioner ^ 
In all modern periods of this coiintiy, have not the writers on one 
Bide boon tegu fatly called Hireling, and ou the other Pibtriotfl. 

Ot the Dedication the complexioh is clearly political It speaks 
in the highest terms of the late pence , it gives her Majesty praise 
indeed for her viertorioe, but says, that the autijor is more pfeased 
to sec her rise from this lower world, soarirlfe above the clonds^ pds- 
sing the tbst and second heavtms, and l^saving the fixed stars behind t 
hei , nor will bo Wo hm there, he says, but keep her still in view 
through the boundless space on the other side of Creatioh, in her 
journey towards eternal bliss, till he behold the heaven of hoaVens 
open, and angels receiving and conveying her still onward from the 
stretch of his imagination, which tires in her pursuit, and falls back 
again to earth. 

The Queen was soon called away from this lower world, to a place 
where human praise or human flattery, even less general than this, 
are of little conserjuence. If Young thought the dedication con- 
tained only the praise of truth, he should not have omitted it in 
his Works. Was he conscious of the etnggeration of pariy^ Then 
he should not have written it The ]>oPin itself is not without a 
glanoO towards poUtios, not withstanding the subject. The cry that 
the Church was in danger, had not yet subsided. The “ Last HAy," 
written by a layman, was much approved by the mlnbtry and their 
friends. 

Before the Queen’s death, The Force of Eeligion, or Yananished 
Dove,” was sent into tho world. This poem i*, founded on the exe- 
cution of Lady Jane Gray^,^d her husband Lord Guildford, 1564, 
a story chosen for the subject of a tragedy by iMmnnd Smith, and 
wrought into a tragedy by Howe The dedication of it to the 
Countess of Salisbury does not appear in bis own edition. He 
hopes it may be some exiuse for his presumption, that the Story 
could net have been read without the thougbis of the Oountesa of 
Salisbury, though it had been dedicated to another. " To bohold,” 
he proceeds, a person only virtuous, sthf^ in us a prudent regret , 
to behold a person only amiable to the tight, warms ns with a reli- 
gious indignation ; but to turn our eyes to a Countess of Salisbury, , 
gives us j^e^ure and improvement ; it works a sort of a miracle; 
Soeastons ^the Masfif pur nature to to fall o& from sin, and makes 
our very senses and affectiona oonvhrti to our religioin^ ahd pro« 



694 . ' . ■ „uyj!S OP W* POSTS. ' ' ■ . 

m<rf!S».-ef;Ottr ■ Hk flattery wasasieady 

for <^u1re, aiaixfts ^ leaai as well adapfeod, , , V !'<x ' ‘ 

j^uguat tlip 2Tih^ Pope writes to his friend ishii % 
k juftt arrived fiw Wford ; that every !one k mueh confeeriti^ld fdJ 
the Queen's death, hut that tin pane^Hcs arc ready yet for, tw 
King. ISKethittg lih^ friendship yi^t taken place hetweffin^Pepo 
and Touig;: Ibr, soon after the event which Pope ttieniiontiiTtoui^ 
l^jb^hod tt poezQ on the (t^ueen’a deaths and hia Majesty^a accefffilon 
, to the thnosifii’^ Jt is inscribed to Addison, then secretary to 
, liords JxtsUoee. Whatever were the pbligatione which he hiwi for* 
meriy received from Anne, the poet appears to aim at soin^hing nf 
the same sort from George. OX the poem the, intention veemat to 
have been, to shew that he had the same extravagnnt strain for a 
king as for a queen. To discover, at the very onset of a foreigner^ 
reign, that the Gods blesa his new subjects in such a king, is som©* 
thing more than pr^sc. Keitber was this deemed one of Iub 
" We do jioi find it in hie works. 

Young’s father had been well acquainted wdth Lady Anne Whar* 
ton, the first wife of Thomas Wharton, afterwards Jdarquia of 
Wharton ; a lady celebrated for herpoetioai talents by Burnet and 
by Waller. . 

To the Dean of Sarum’s visitation ftermon* already meniicned^ 
w'ere added some versos **by that' ey.e©llent, poetess, Mrs, Anno 
Wharton,” upon its being translated into ifingUsh, at the instance 
of Waller, by Atwood. Whai'ton, after he became ennobled, did 
not drop the son of his old friend, In him, during the short time 
he livod^ Young found a mtron, and in his dissotute descendant a 
friend and companion. The Marquis died in April, 1715. In the 
beginning of the nejet year, tho young Marquis set out upon his 
travels, from which he returned in about a twelvemonth* The be^ 
ginning of 1717 carried him to Ireland; where, says the Biogra^ 
phia, on the score of his extraordinary qualities, be had the ln> 
nonr of being admitted, though tinder age, to take his seat in the 
House of Lords ” 

With ibis unhappy character, it is not unlikely that Young went 
to Ireland. From his letter to KichardsosO on Original Coinpoei* 
tioii,” it is clear he was, at some period of his life, in that country* 

" I remember,” .says he, in that letter, ipoaking of Swift, ** as I and 
others were taking with him an evening walk, about a mile out of 
Dublin, he stopped short : we passed on ; but perceiving he did not 
follow ns. f went hack, and found him fixed as a statue, and earr 
nestly gating upon a noble elm, which,' in its uppermost branches, 
was much withered and deoayecL Pointing at it, he said, ' 1 shall 
be like that tree ; I shall die itt the top.’” Is it not probable that 
this visit to Ireland was paid when.he had an opportunity of going 
thith<ir with his avowed friend and patron^ ,, , , 

From ^^Thc Ihiglishman” it appears that a tragedy, by Young, 
was in the theatre, so early as 1713. Yet rf^Busiris” was not 
brought upon Drury-Lane stage till 1719. It was inscribed to the 
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Duke of Nowo^stle, beoatis© ftio; ki^ instoociu ke toooivod of 
hk Grace's undeserved and uncommon favour^ in an afair of some 
■consequence, forei^ the theatre, had taken from him the pri* , 
viiege, of ohooaijig a patron,'* ?fhe Bedioatioa was afterwards sup. ' 
■pte^. ' 

"Buslrk* was fojlowoti, k* the year 1731, by the ^^llevengc/* 
He dedica^d this famous tragedy to the Duke ot' Wharton, Your 
Gmce/' says the Dedication, ** has been pleased to make youraelf 
noees^ry to the following scenea, not only by «uggestin|f tho moat 
beautiful incident ia them, but by making all possible provision 
for the sucoess of the whole.” 

That his^race shoiiid have wiggested the incident to which he 
alludes, whatever that incident might have been, is not unlikely^ 
The last exertion of the superannuated young man, in his quarters 
at kerida, in &pain, was some scenes of a tragedy on the story of 
Kary, 4ueen of Scots^ . 

Diyden dodioated *' Marriage a la Mode” io Wharton's infamous 
relation Kochester, whom he acknowledges n*t only as the defender 
of his poetry, but as the promoter of hisTfortune. Young concludes * 
his addresses to Wharton thus — '^My present fortune is his botxnty, 
and my future his care ; which I will venture to say will be always 
remembered to his honour, since he, 1 know, intended hisgeiiC*rosity 
as an encouragement to merit, though through pardonable partiality 
to one who bears him so sincere a duty and respect, 1 happen to re^ 
Ceive the beti^fc of it.” That he ever Imd suoli a patron as Whar- 
ton, Young took all the pains in bis power to: conceal from the 
world, by excluding this dedication from bis wOrks, lie should 
have remembered tliat he, at the same time concealed his obliga^ 
tiou to Wharton for the mM hcavitful incident in what is su^jjly not 
his least beautiful composition. The passage j»tst quoted, is, in a 
poem afterwards addressed to WalpdSe, literiSly copied ; 

, ^ Bo this Iby pitrtiaJ from cenfiure free 1 

''Tiv.ja jnextit for morU; though itfdl on me. 

While Young, who, in his '' Ij ivoof Fame,” complains j^eivpualy 
how eften dedications wash an Jlthiop white,” was painting an 
amiable Duke of Wharton in perishable prose, Pope was, perhaps, 
beginning to describe the scorn and wonder of his days” in lasting 
Terse- ^ ^ ' 

To the patronage of such a character, had Young studied men as 
much as rope, he would have known bow little io have tnisted. 
Young, however, was certainly indebted to it for sojuetfaing ma- 
terial ; 1ind the Duke’s regard for Y'oung, added to his Lrast of 
praise/' procured to All Soul's College a donation, which was not 
forgotten by the poet when he dedicated ^‘the Kevcngc.” 

It will surprise youto see me cite second Atkins, Case 13d, Stilea 
rerm^ the Attorney General, March 1-1, 1740, as authority for the 
Hie of a poet. But biographers do not always lind such certain 
guides as the oaths of the persons whom the record- Chancellor 
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wal vKdther annxiiti^i^ i>i. 

Dakftof W'hiiiilicini I 9 1 . 00 % wer^ for legiil eonisideratJons. 
daM the 24th of llaicoK 1710, and aeisauoM M hie Grice's 
k a sfc^e prii;tittely hod ccmmeodahte, if hot' legal--con«ide|i^ihM 
the {vnbtic good is advanced by the encouragement of Idathht^ and 

¥ 19 pcUte arts, and being pleased therein w^th the attempts of^Dr. 

oung, k consideration thereof, and of the love I behr him, 

!l*he other vras dated the JOth of July, 172i 
TouhS his eiamination, s#ore that he h^ duiited the Ibtetef 
kthiW, imd refused an annuity of lOOl. which had been pfered him 
for iiih if he would, continue to Lord Burleigii a}»Onttho j^eaupg 
Solicitations of the Duke of Wharton, and his Grace's assUrancps of 
providing for him in a much inure ample maniier* It also apj^ehred 
that the Duke had given him a bond for oO 0 ^. dated the 15th of 
Haroh, 1721, in consideration of his taking several journies, and 
being at great exponoes, in order to be chosen member of the House 
of Commons, at the Bakers desire, and in oonsideration of his not 
taking two livings of 200^ and 4001. In the gift of All Soul’s Otd- 
lege, oh hia Grace’s promises of serving and advancing him in the 
^orld. , 

, Of hiai advehturos in thu Exeter family I am unable to give ky 
account. The attempt to get into FaHlament .was at Cirencester, 
where Touag stood a contested eledlidn. His Grace discovered in 
him talents for oratory as well as for Poetry. Nor was tins judg'* 
menfc wrong. Toung, after he took orders, . became* a very popular 
preacher, and 'ivah much followed for the grace and animation of 
his delivoiy. By his oratorical talents he was onoo in his Ufe^ ac- 
, cording to the Biographia, deserted. As he was preaching in hie 
turn a? St James’s, h« plainly perceived it was out of his power to 
command the attention of his audience. This so affected the feelinga 
of the preacher, that he sat back in the pmlpit, and burst into tears. 
But w® pursue hia poetical life. . 

In 1719 ho lamented the death Of Addison, in a letter addressed 
to their common friend, Tickell. For the secret hiatory of the fol- 
lovdng lines, if they contain any, it is now vain to iseek. 

In joy joW, in torrow, now, fbr yesti-r , 

IfSTtner In gtief, an4 brother Of my teari, 

Tick®n,,«fitte|)tthi6 veriNi t»y mottrnl(^ldne. ,, 


from your account of Tlckell it appeaw that H and ToUtig vl^ 
io ‘^communicaie to each other whstove? verses they wrot^, even to 
the least things.,’* - m « 

In 1710 appeared a '^Paraphi^^e on Pate bf the Book of Job*** 
Parkbr, to whom U is dedicated, had not lo^^ by means of the 
Seals, been qualified for a patron. Of this work the anthor'e opinibn 
ma^ be known from his letter to Curllj **ToU k^th, k the GoUeb^ 
Hon you propose, to have omlited what t think may Claim the Arst 


in Mr, Tqniim*0 a^Uion^ wltlle it; speaki aatk&^on of 

»6im to mnle m m^nsual 6tnifl|la:to oicfpa, 
But oy^ry onp «iog? in tKe wk does mt , 
sl^ fr^ jo^. It is addr«»w?4 iu no ^inioon strain of fiatteryi to . 
a Oliii^collor, of whom ho claotly opj^s to haVo h4d no kind of 
knowloil^’. 

Of hil Britos it wonld not ltaTn'1>eeh n^He to fix the 
withodt tho aaeistanoe of first editions, which, m yon had oooaaion 
to observe in yOur aocotmt of Oryden, are with difftoulty found; 
Wp must then have referred to the poems, to discover When they 
were written' For these internal notes of time wo should pot have 
ref^ed, ip tSim ,The first Satire laments, that **€ktUfc‘a chief foe 
ik 43dia6h la fiod.” The second, addressing hii> 2 Belf, ai^ ^ 

I* thjr ambition Btroatingfpr a rhyme. v 

Tboa unambitious St this late. the# i ' 

, A fool St f^y J» a fool ipdifed. ' . , 

The Satires were originally published separafety in folio, under the 
title of The Universal Passion.'' These passages fix the appear- 
ance of the first to about 1720, the timfe ht whjob it came out- As 
Young eeldoip sufiered his pen to dry, after he had once dipped it 
in poetry, we may conclude that he peg^n his Satires soon after he 
had written the/^Faraphra^c on iobr The last Satire waa cer- 
tainly finished in the begin uitig of the year 1725. In December 
ITtS, the king, in h|s passage from ' D«lvf>e48luy, escaped v^*th 
great difficulty from a storm by landing at Rye; and the oonclugioa 
of the Satire turns the escape into a miracle, in such an encomi- 
astic strain of compliment as poetry tpo often seeks to pay 
l^yi^Hy- ' ‘ “ 

Frpm the ri^cth cf these poems we lekrn, 

empires ebarsof hov Carolina’s beirt, 

ClQw'U witb the Igve otvirtue and of an : 

since the grafcojfhl poet tell us, in the next couplet, 

H^r favour is diflb*’’* to that degree, 

Kacess of gpodnesa I It baa asvn'd on m*. 

Her Majesty had stood godmother, and given her name, to the 
daughter of the lady whom Young married in 1731 j and had pe^ 
haps shewn some attentioiuto Lady Elimbeth^s futute husband* 

The fifth Satire ** On Women,” was not published till 1727 ; and 
the aixtn not till 1728^ / , 

To thee© poema, when Sn 1723, he gathered them into one puHi- 
cation, he prefixed a Preface.; in whkh hn obsenres, that “no mai^ 
can convamemuch in the world, but at what ho meet* with ho 
must either be insepaible or grieve, or be angry or smile. Kow to 
smUe at it, and turn it into ridicule,” he adds# “ I think most, elir 
^ble^ as it hurts etpaslve* least, and gives vice and <b% |he 
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greatest ofr6n<50* 3baiighiiig at the loiscondoet «f the werid ^ 
will, in a great measure, ©a&e ua of any more dbssigreeable paeiiim 
about it- One passion is more efiectually driven out ' by another 
than by reason, whatever some teach.” Bo wrote, and so of coiiriBe 
thought, the lively and witty Sacrist at the grave age ot almost, 
fifty, ivho many years earlier in life, wrote the *‘Last l)ay/’ After 
all, Bwift iM’onounced of th^e Satires, that they should'bither have 
been mpre angry or more merry. 

J« it not somewhat singular that Young prewirvod, without anjr 
palliation, this Preface, so bluntly decisive in favour of laughing at 
the world, in the eame collection of his woxhs which tsontains the 
mottjmful, angry, gloomy, Night Thoughts r» ' 

' -AP the conclusion of the Preface he applies Plato’s beautiful Ih* 
Me of '*Brrth ot Love” to modern poetry, with the addition, '♦'that 
Poetrv, lihe Love, is a little subject to blindness, whitsh mato her 
mistake her W4iy to preferments nnd honours ; and that fiho:retain8 
a dutiful admiration cA her fathepa family; but divides her favours, 
and generally live* with her mother’s relatioag/’ Poetry, it is true, 
did not lead Y oung to preferments or to honours ; but was there 
not something like blindness iu the flattery which he 8umctime<i 
forced her, anct her sister Prose, to utter ! Hhe was alwayji, ind^’ed, 
taught by him to entertain a most dutiful admiration of riches; 
but surely /oung, though newly related to Poetry, htid no coimex- 
ion with her whom Plato makes the mother of Love. Tiiat he 
could not well complain of being related to Poverty appear* clearly 
from the frequent bounties which his gnfitudo recordn, aiid from 
the wealth which ho left behind him. By *'The Vniversal Paa- 
aion” he acquired no vulgar fortune, more than throe tbonsaud 
poxind^- A considerable sum htid already been swallowed up in the 
Sonth-Seo. Por this loss he tofufc the 'vongeanec of an author. His 
Muse makes poetical use more than once pf a Bouth-Sea Bream. 

It ia related by Miv Spence, i;» jiia Manuscript Anecdoteft^ on tlie 
authority of Mr, Uavylinson, that Young, upon the publication of 
his Universal Passion," r. ceived from the Duke of Grafton two 
thousand pounds ; and that, when one of his friends ex^claimed, , 

two thousand pounds for a poem !" he said it was the beet bargain 
he ever made in his life, fur the poem was worth four thotisand. 

This story may be true; but -it seems t-o have been raised from 
the two answers of Lord Burghley and Sir Philip Sydney in 
Spenser’s Life. 

After inscribing his Satires, not per^laps without the hopes of 
weferments and honours, to such names as the Duke of Dorset, 
Mr. Dodington, Mr. Spencer Compton, Lady Elizabeth Germain^ 
and Sir Bobert Walpole, he returns to plain panegyric. In 1726 
he addrensed a poem to Sir Kobert Walpole, of which the title suffi- 
ciently explains the intention. If Young must be acknowledged 
a ready celebrator, he did not endeavour, or did not ohopse, to be a 
hating one. The Instalment” is among the pieces he did not ad- 
mit fito the number of hie mwhh wnttnyj. Yet it containa a 
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preteadtf to pant srffcor tbe notrer of ,l>e8towittg iiiS* 

morWfcy-- . ^ /■;. ; ‘ ',v'"’ , 

oK 1 licrit! I I(ihg, wiWnd^lcd )bv fliie tlieaiff . , /V - 

’ ' ' ' ' ' ■* ; 'Jn a«ep to tfey nmve I ’ 

Iho bftuiity, of fojtaet reign seems to ha^ been aoitiaiuedl, 
pcSsi^Jjy increased, in this. Whatever it might have been; the poet • 
tbonght he deserved it ; for he vran not ashamed tdackzjowledge what, 
without his aokiiot^le^oment* would now perhaps u^yer have b^n 
kuo\m; ' ■ ■,* - '• ''' 

• , 

My breast, 0 Waliwle. glows with mtcfu! fire, 

’ The sfrcairifl of royal boonty, turn'd by thee, 

llefrefih the dry doroaina ol‘ poesy* 

If the purity of modern patriotism will term Young a pensioner, it 
must at least be conteisscd ho was a gratoful one. 

The reign of the, now monarch was usheft'ed in by Young with 
" Ocean, an Ode/' The hint of it was taken trom tho royal speech '* 
which recommended Iho iucrcaso and encouragement of the seamen 
that they might Im '‘invited, rather than compelled by force and 
violence, to enter into the service of their country » pla*. which 
humanity must lament "that policy has not even yet been able, or 
willing, to carry into execution. Prefixed to the original publioa* 
tion were an “ Odt* to the King, Pater I’atriic/' and an " Kasiay on 
Lyric Poetry.” It is but justice to oonfesa, that he preserved nei« 
thcr of thorn ; and that the odo itself, which in the first edition, 
and in the last, consists of seventy-three stanvsas, in the author’s own 
edition is reduced to forty-nine. Among the omitted passages is a 

Wish’' that concluded the poem, which few would have siispected 
Young of forming; and of which few, alter having formed it, would 
confess eomething like their shame by suppression. 

It stood originally so high in the author’s opinion, that he inti- 
tuled tbo poem, *' Ocean, an Ode, Concluding with a Wish/' 
This wish consists of thirteen stan;«as. The first runs thus : \ 

may I steal 
Aloiij? the vtilo 

Of humble life, fiecuro from fbea 1 
JUy friend sincere, 

My judgment clear, 

j And gentle buainesfl my rtpose I 

The three last stanzas a% not more remarkable for just rhpj^fl : 
but, altogether, they will make rather a curious page in the fife of 
Young; 

Prophetic 8ch«fl»eR, 

And golden dreams, 

May 1. unsanguine, cast away ? 

Have what 1 have. 

And live not leave, 

Knampwed of the present day ! 
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Mj liouit wqr own I ^ 

3i|,y fiknUs unliBown \ ' 

My diiof vev«nUG in oontont \ , 

Then leave one becm 
01 honeit fame T 

And ftcorn the labont'd mottumeiit 1 

Unhurt m^nm 
TiiiiHtjsmtrmf 

When Qiiahty Nature’* seif f hfdl die, ** 

Time cease to jilide, 

With human 

Sunk hi the ocean or eternity I 

It is whimsical that he, who was socm to bid adieu to rh^me^ fibonld 
upon a roeasiiM in which rhyme abounda ey«n to aatietj. Of 
this he said, in bis ** Essay on Lyric Poetry/’ prefixed to the poem 
— For the more Aormony Ukewise I chose the frequent return of 
rhyme, which laid me under great difiTiculties. But dif&cuUiet 
overcome, give grace and pleasure. Jfor can I account ior the ^ka* 
sure of rhyme in ^neiul (of which the moderua are too fond) but 
from this truth/’ Tet the moderns surely deserve not much censure 
for their fondness of what, by their own confession, affords pleasure, 
^and abounds in harmony. 

The next paragraph in his Essay did not occur to him when he 
talked of *^that great tun/* in the stanza just quoted. But then 
the writer must take care that the difficulty is overcome. That is, 
ho must make rhyme consist with as perfect sense and expression^ 
as could be expected if he was jierfectly free from that shackle/’ 

Another part of this Eiissy will convict the following stanza of, 
what every reader will discover in it, ‘involuntary burlesque /’ 

^ The northern Ulast, 

The »?iatterM untit « 

The Syrt, the Whirlpool, muI tlie lock, 

The hiGwking epfut, 

The stars gone out, 

The toiling Btretfpjt, tiie monster’it ihock. 

But would the English fill quite eo many volumes, if all 
their productions wore to be tried, liKe this, by an elaborate e«tay 
on each particular species of poetry ot which they exhibit 
Bpecimens 1 

If Young be not a lyric poet, he is at least a critic in that sort of 
poetry ; and, if liis lyric poetry can bo proved bad, it was first 
proved go by his own criticisra. This surely is candid. 

Milboiirne was styled by Tope “tfae‘taimtof oiUcs,” only be- 
cause he exhibited fiis own version of Virgil to be compared with 
Dryden’s, which he condemned, and with which every reader had 
it not otherwise in his power to compare it. Young was surely not 
the most unfair of poets for prefixing to a lyric composition an 
Essay on Lync 1 ootry, so just and impartial ae to condemn himself. 

Wo sliall soon come to a work, before which we find indeed no 
critical essay, but which disdaina to ahrink firom the touchatone of 
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thft severest critie j and ’whicli certainly^ as I rem^bet to bavo 
beard yon say, if it oontaip some of tbe ivorfifc, contain also some of 
the best things in the languago. 

Soon after the appearance of Ocean/’ when he was almost fifty, 
Young entered into oid.rs, Fn j^pril l7lJ8, not long after ho had 
put on the gown, he was appointed chaplain to George the Second. 

The tragedy of The Brulhej’S/ which was already in rehearsal, 
he iinmeaiately withdrew fivmi the stage. The managers resigned 
it with some reluctance to the dcUccmy of the now clergyman, Tho 
Epilogue to Tim Brothers/’ the only appefidnge to aiiy of his three 
plays which he added himself, is, I believe the only one of the kind. 
He calls it an liiSioricill Ejpilog\»e.^ Eindirvg tlnti GliuitV dreadful 
close bis nari^ow scene denied,” he in a manner, c<^ntiuuos the ktagedy 
in the Epilogue, and rektcs.how Komo revenged the ^jade ofDe^ 
metrius, and punished Perseus "fi>r this night's deed.” 

Of yo\ing^s taking Orders aotnethiug is told by the biographer of 
I'Vpe, which )>lacefl the easine»« and siinpligity of the pO(^t in a sin- 
giifar light. When 'be determined oi^ the Chnrch, he did imt ad* 
dress himself to Bhcrlock, to Atterbury, or to Hare, ior the boat in- 
structions in ’fheology'; but to Popo, who, in a youthfiiil frolic, ad- 
vised the diligent perusal of Thomas Aouinas. W'ith trea^'.ure 
Young retired from iuterruption to an olisbure place in thesubnrbs. 
His poetical guide to godliness hea^ring nothing of him during half 
ayenr, and apprehending ho jfhight have earned the' jest too far, 
sought aftw him, and found him just in time to prevent what feufiV 
head ealk an irretrievable derajigenient.” » 

That fttiachmbnt to hia favourite study, w'hi(^ made him think a 
poet the Rurcst guide to hk now profession, left him little doubt 
whether pf>ctry was the surest path to its honom^iaiid profbrments. 
Xut Img iudoocl after hn took Orders, ho published in propo, 172S, 

A ttttc E/itiuiato of Hunmu Lite, dedicated, uotwithatandiug the 
Lafiii quotjdion?* with which itaboiiiids, to the Queen; and a ser- 
mon profiched ljuforcthe Hoim of Oommons on the martyr- 
dom of King ObarioR, intituled, '^Art Apology for Prluceai, or the 
Koverenco due to Government/^ But the “ Second Course/’ the 
counterpart of his ‘^Estirnate/’ without which it cannot be called 

A true Estimate,” though fn 172B it yras annonneed as ^'soon to 
be published/' never apiwared j .and hiS old frien<l the MuSes were 
not forgotten. In ITBOhe rolap^dto poetry, and sent into the 
world “ Imperium Pelagi! ajiaval I/ync, writtfu in imitation of 
Pindar Spirit, September 1T29, and the succeeding Peace/’ It ia 
inscribed to the Duke of f haudos. In the preface we are told, that 
the Odt is the most spirikd kind of poetry, and thnt tho Pindaric 
k the most spiriced kind of Ode. ** This I speak/’ he tidds, with 
fiuffioieut candour, at my owui very peat peril. But truth luu* m 
eternal title to our confession, though we are sure to suffer by it.” 
Behold, again, the faii^eist of poets. Youugk '^Imperium Pelagi'* 
was ridicuiod in HeMingk ‘^Tom Thumb C* but let us not forget 
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it was that one of his pieces which the author of the ''Night 
Thoughts" deliberately refused to own. 

Not long after this Pindaric attempt, he published two Epistles 
to Pope, "couching the author of the Age," 1780. Of these 
poems one occasion seems to hayo been an apprehension lest, from 
the liveliness of his satires, he should not be deemed sufficiently se- 
rious for promotion in the Church. 

In July 1730 he wfis presented by his Collogo to the rectory of 
Welwyn in Hertfordshire. In May 178 1 ho married Lady Elizabeth 
Lee, daughter of the Earl of Lichfield, and widow to Colonel Lee. 
His connexion with this lady arose from his fathers acquaintance, 
already mentioned, with Lady Anne Wharton, who was'ijoheiress 
of Sir Henry Lee, of Ditchley, in Oxfordshire. Poetry had lately 
been taught by Addison to aspire to the arms of nobiUty, though 
not with extraordinary happiness. 

We may naturally conclude that Young now gave himself up in 
some measure to the contorts of his new connexion, and to the ex- 
pectations of that preferment which he thought due to his poetical 
talents, or, at least, to the manner in which they had so frequently 
been exerted, 

The next production of his Muse was ** The Sea-piece," in two 
ode^. 

Young enjoys the credit of what is called an ^‘Extempore Epi- 
gram on Voltaire,” who, when he was in England, ridiculed, in the 
company of the jealous English poet, Milton’s allegory of ** Sin 
and Death”-^ 

You aw «o wHty, profligate, auS thin, 

At once we think tr.ee Milton, Death, and Sin. 

Prom the following pjissage in the poetical dedication of his 
“ Sea*pi«co” to Voltaire, it seems that this extemporaneous rej*root^ 
il' it must be extemporaueous (for what few will now affirm Vol- 
taire to have deserved any reproof), was something longer than a 
distich, and something more gentle than the distich just quoted. 

Ko atranger, air. though born In foreign cUmes, 

On DoTflot downs when Milton's p^e, 

Sin and Death provokod thy r.jgc. 

Thy rapi' provoked, who sooth’d with gentle rhymes ? 

By “Dorset downs” he probably meant Mr. Dodington’s seat. In 
Pitt’s Poems in Epistle to Doctor Edward Young, at Eaetbury, 
in Dorsett^hue, on t!ie Review at Sarum, 

While with your D.-xlington retired you sit,^ 

C kirmed with his flowing Burgundy and wit, &c. 

Thomson, in bin Autumn, addressing Mr. Dodington^ calls his 
* seat the seat of the Muses. 

Where, in the secret bower and binding walk, 

Tor virtuous Young *nd thee they twine tU© h»y* 
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The praises ThotosoDi bestows but a few lines before on Philips, the 
second. 

I 

who nobly durst, in rhyme tinfetterM verse, 

With British ftcedoia sing the British song, 

added to Thomson's example and success, might perhaps indued 
Young, a» w© shall see presently, to write his great work without 
rhyme. 

In 1734 he published ‘‘ The Foreign Address, or the best Argu- 
ment for Peace, occasioned by the British Fleet and the posture of 
Affairs. Written in the Character of a Sailor.'' It is not to be 
found in the author’s four volumes, 

*He now appears to have mven up all hopes of overtaking Pindar, 
and perhaps at last resoh ed to turn his ambition to some original 
species of poetry. This poem concludes with a formal farewell to 
Ode, which few of Young’s readers will regret : 

My 8^ ell, which Clio gave, whicn Kings appUmd, • 

\\ liich Europe’s Idflcdmg Genius oaiU’d abroad, 

Adieu ! 

In a species of poetry altogether his own, he next tried h?s skill, 
and succeeded. 

Of his wife he was deprived in 1741, Lady Elizabeth had lost, 
after her marriage with Mr. Young, an auHablc daughter, by her 
former husband, just after she was married to Mr. Temple, eon of 
Lord Palmerston. Mr, Temple did not long remain after his wife, 
though ho was married a second time to a daughter of Sir John 
Barnard’s, whose son is the present peer. Mr. and Mrs,^ Temjilo 
have generally been considered as Philander and Ifarcissi. From 
the great friendship which constantly subsisted between Mr. Temple 
ant/ Younj;, as well as from other circnmstancca, it is probable that 
the poet had both him and Mrs. Temple in view for these charac- 
ters; though at the same time some passages respecting Philander 
do not appear to suit cither Mr. Temple or any other person with 
whom Young was known to bo connected or ac([uaintcd, while all 
the circumstances relating to Narcissa have been constantly found 
applicable to Young’s daughter dndaw. 

At what short intervals the poet tolls us ho was 'wounded by the 
deaths of the three persons particularly lamented, none that has 
read the Night Thoughts” (and who has not read then needs to 
be informed. • 

* Insatiate Archer I could not one sufflee ? 

Thy shaft flew thrice, and thrice my peace was slain; 

And thrice, ere trjrice yon moon had fill'd her horn. 

Yet how is it possible that Mr. and Mrs. Temple and Lady Eliza- 
beth Young could be these three victims, over whom Y"oun^ hoA 
hitherto been pitied for having the Midnight Sorrows” of his re- 
ligious poetry ; Mr, Temple died iu 179^/ Mrs* Temple J?our yews 
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in 1740; and tlis poet’s wife seven montiis afi^ Vf* 
Temple, in 174). How could the insatiate Archer thrice Slav hi$ 
geace, in these t||||ree persons, '' ere thrice the moon had fiird her 

But in the short preface to " The Complaint,” he soriouslj tolls 
na, that the occasion of his poem was real, not fictitious ; and 
that the facts mention ed did naturally pour those moral r^eeilons 
on the thought of the writer.” It is probable, therefore, that in 
these three contradictory Hues, the poet complains more than the 
fatherdn-law, the friend, or the widower. 

Whatever names belong to these facts, or, if the namps be those 
generally supposed, whatever heightening the poet’s SQrrow may 
nave given the facts ; to the sorrow "? oung felt for them, religion 
and morality are indebted for the Kight Thoughts.” Thera is h 
pleasure sure in sadness which inourneis only know ! 

Of these poems the two or three first have been perused perhaps 
more eagerl^ and more ij|e()aently than the rest When he got as 
Ibr as the fourth or fifth, his original motive for takmg up the pen 
was answered : his grief was naturally either diminished or ex- 
hausted. We still find the same pious ppet; but we hear less of 
Philander and Narciesa, and leas of the mourner whom he Ipved ro 
pity. 

Mrs. Temple died of a consumption at Lyons, in her way to Kioe, 
the year after her marni^go f thsSt is^ when poetry relates the fact, 
in her bridal hour.” U is more than poetically true, that Young 
accompanied her to the Continent ; 

1 I snatched her fTom the r%>d Korth, 

And tore her nearer to the sun. 

But in vain- Her funeral was attended with the difiiculties 
painted in such aitimatcd colours in the Third,” After her 

death, the remainder of the p’ii'ty passed the ensuing winter at 
Nice- 

The poet seemti perhaps in these compositions to dwell with more 
melancnoly on the death of Philander and Harcissa, than of his 
wife. But it is only for this reason. He who rune and reads may 
remember, that in the Night Thoughts” Philander and Narcissa 
are often mentioned, and often lameulcd. To recollect iMnonta- 
tions over the author’s wife, the memory must have been charged 
with distinct passages. This lady brought him, one child, Prede- 
lick, now living, to whom the Prince of W*^lc6 was godfather, 

That domestic grief is, in the first instance to be thanked for 
these ornaments to our language, it is impossible to deny, Nor 
would it be common hardiness to contend, that wordly discontent 
had no hand in these joint produotions of poetry and piety. Yet 
I am by no means sure that, at any rate, we should not have had 
something of the same colour from Young’s pencil, notwithstanding 
the liveliness of his satires. In so long a life, causes for discontent 
and occasipna far grief must have ooourred. It is not dear to me 
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that h^ Mnsd was not sitting upon the wateh for the §.nt trhieh 
happened. Kight Thoughts” were not uncommon to her, eveii 
when first she visited the poet, and at a time wheip ho himself W8i 
remarhable neither for gnt.vit y nor glooiniuess. In his “ Last Bay,” 
almost his earliest i>oem, he calls her *^The hlelancholy Haid.” 

^ whom dismal scenps delight, 

Frerj^ocot at toxnbe and in the realms of Kight. 

In the prayer which concludes tho second book of the same poem, 
he says— 

• 

—Oh 1 permit the gloom of solemn night 
To sacred thought may forcihly invite. 

Oh 1 how divine to tread the milky way, 

To the bright palace of Ktemal Day I 

When Yoting was writing a tragedy, Brafton is said by Spence to 
have sent him a human skull, with a oaiuile at it as a lamp ; aud 
the poet is reported to have used it. ' • 

What he calls The tntc Estimate of human Life,” which has 
always been mentioned, exhibits only the wrong side of the tapes* 
try ; and being asked why he did not shew tho right, hv, is said to 
have replied, that he could not. By others it has been told 'me 
that this was finished ; but that, before there existed any copy, it 
was torn in pieces by a lady’s monkey. 

Still, is it altogether fair to dress up the poet for the man, and 
to bring the gloomineBs of the “Night Thoughts” to prove the 
gloominess of Young, and to shew that bis genius, like the genius 
of wSwift, was in some measure the stiilen inspira-tion of discozdentl 

From them who answer in the affirmative it should n6t be cou- 
cealed that, though “Invisibilia non decipiunt" appeared upon a 
deception in Young's gr(mnds, and Arabulantes in horfci) uadieruat 
vocem Dei” on a budding in hia garden, hia parish was iiidebted to 
the good humour of the author of the “ Night Thoughts” for an 
assembly and a bowling-green. 

Whether you think with me, I know not ; but the famous Be 
mortttis nil nisi bon urn” always apj^eared to me to savour more of 
female weakness than of manly reason. Ho that hjis too much 
feeling to speak ill of the dead, who, if they cannot defend them- 
selves, are at least ignorant of his abuse, will not hesitate by the 
must wanton calumny to destroy the cpiiet, the reputation, the for- 
tune of the living. Yc^oonsure is not heard beneath the tomb, 
anymore than praise. “ De mortuis nil nisi verum — Be vivis nil nisi 
bonum” — w'ould approach much nearer to g(rod sense. After all, 
the few' handfuls of j‘Cinainiug dust which once composed the body 
of the author of the Night Thoughts*’ feel not much conocni ' 
whether Young pass now for a man of sorrow', or for a “fellow of * 
infinite jesf ,” To this favour must come the whole family of 
Yorick. His immortal part, wherever that now dwell, is still lew 
solicitous on this head. 
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Bat to a son of woHfi aa4 senBibilitj it ia of some little oonae- 
qaence whether oonteaipoTaries believe,, and posterity be taught to 
believe, that his debauched and reprobate life cast a Stygian gloom 
over the evening of his father’s days, saved him the trouble of 
feigning a character completely detestable, and succeeded at last in 
bringing bis ** grey hairs with sorrow to the grave.” 

The humanity of the world, little satisfied with inventing, per- 
haps, a melancholy disposition for the father, proceeds next to in- 
vent an argument in support of their invention, and chooses that 
Lorenzo should be Young’s own son. The Bio^aphia, and every 
account of Young pretty roundly assert this to be th^, fact ; of 
the absolute impossibility of which, the Biographla itself, in 
particular dates, contains undeniable evidence. Readers 1 know 
there are of a strange turn of mind, who will hereafter peruse the 
" Kight Thoughts” with less satisfaction ; who will wish they had 
still been deceived ; who will quarrel with me for discovering 
that no such character vc their Lorenzo ever yet disgraced human 
Mature, or broke a father’s heart. Yet would these admirers of the 
sublime and terrible be offended, should you set them down for 
cruel and for savage. 

Of this report, inhuman to the surviving son, if it be tnie, in 
proportion as the character of Lorenzo is diabolical, where are we 
to find the proof! Perhaps it is clear from the poems. 

From the first line to the last of the “ Kight Thoughts," no one 
expression can be discovered which betrays any thing like the fa- 
ther. In the Second Night" I find an expression vmich betrays 
something else ; that Lorenzo -was bis friend ; one, it is possible, of 
his former companions; one of the Duke of Wharton’s set. The 
Poet styfes him **gay friend an appellation not very natural 
from a pious incensed father to such a being as he paints Lorenzo, 
and that being his son. 

But let us see how he has sketched tliis dreadful portrait, from 
the sight of some of whoso features the artist himself have turned 
away with horror. A subject more shocking, if his only child 
teally sat to him, than the crucifiction of Michael Angelo ; upon 
the horrid stoiy toll of which. Young composed a short Poem of 
fourteen lines in the early part of his life, which he did not think 
deserved to be republished. 

In the ''First Night," tho address to the Foot’s supposed sou is, 
Lorenzo, Fortune makes her court t- tkec. 

In the "Fifth Night"- 

And bums Lorenzo still for the Sublime 
Of life f to hang Ms airy seat on hjgb f 

Is this a picture of the son of the rector of Welwyn 1 
‘'Eighth Night’^- 
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vrUck even now do^ not apply to liis son. 

In '^Niglit Five”-^ 


So wept Loreiwo fair Clarifisa'g fate; 

• Who gave that ange? boy on whom ho dotes t 
And died to g<ve him, orphan'd in hla birth ! 

At the beginning of tbo Fifth Kight” we find— 

• Lorenzo, 1 1 recriminate is J ust, 

1 grant the man is vaiu who writes for praise. 

But, to cut abort all inquiry; if any one of theac pasaages, if 
any paaaage in the poems, be appllup.ble, my friend shall pass for 
Lorenzo. The son of the author of the “Night Thoughts"’ was not 
old enough, when they were written, to ^j^enminate, or to be a fa- 
ther. The “Night Thoughts” werb begun iomiediatoly after the 
mournful event of 1741. The first “Nights” appear, in the books 
of the company of Stationers, as the property of Robert Dodsley, 
in 1742. The preface to “Night Seven” is dated Julj 7th, 1744. 
The marriage, in consequence of which the supposed Lorenzo was 
born, happened in May 1731. Young’s child was not born till 
June 1733. In 1741 this Lorenzo, this finished infidel, this father, 
to whose ednoatlon Vice had for some years put the last handj 
was only eight years old. 

An anecdote of this cruel sort^ so open to contradiction, so im* 
possible to be true, who could propagate! Thus easily are blasted 
the reputations of the living and of the dead. • 

Who, then, was Loronzo ! exclaim^ the readers 1 have mentioned. 
If we cannot be sure that he was his son, which would have been 
finely terrible, was he not his nephew, his cousin ? 

These are questions which I do not pretend to answer. For the 
sake of human nature, 1 could wish Lorenzo to have been only the 
creation of the Poet’s fancy : like the Quintus of Anti Lucretius, 
**quo nomine.” says, Poligaac, “queinvis Atheum intellige.” That 
tlm was the case, many expressions in the “Night Thoughts” 
would seem to prove, did not a passage in “Night Eight” appear to 
shew that he had something in his eye for the ground-work at least 
of the painting. Lovelace or Lorenzo may be feigned characters ; 
but a writer does not feign a name of which he only gives the in- 
itial letter. 

Tell not Calistft. She will laugh thee dead. 

Or send thee to her hermitage with L . ^ 

The B;ographia, not satisfied with pointing out the son of. 
Young, in that son’s life-time, as his father's Lorens, travels out 
of its way into the history of the son, and tells of his having been 
forbidden his college at Oxford for misbehaviour. Hojf such anec- 
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dotfSS, Were they true, tend to illustrate the life of Youug, it is not 
eoBy to discover. Was the son of the author of the 
Thoughts,” indeed, forbidden his college for a time, at one of the 
Universities 1 The author of '‘IVadise Lost” is by some Bupposed 
to have been disgracefully ejected fVom the other. From jutenile 
follies who is free I But, whatever the Bio^aphia chooses to re- 
late, the son of Young experienced no dismiSBion from hiy college 
either lasting or temporary. 

Yet, were naturf3 to indulge him with a secsond youth, and to 
leave him at the same time the experience of that which is past, 
he would probably spend it differently—who would# not he 
would certainly be the occasion of less nneasiness to his father. 
But, from the same experience, he would as certainly in the same 
cose, be treated differently by his father. 

Young was a poet : poets, with reverence be it spoken, do not 
make the best parents, l^ancy and imagination seldom deign to 
atoopfrom the heights ;#alwayB stoop unwillingly to the low level 
•f common duties. Aloof from vulgar life, they pursue their rapid 
flight beyond the ken of mortals, and descend not to 6arth but 
when compelled by necensity. The prose of ordinary pcourronceB 
is beneath the dignity of poets. 

He who is connected with the Author of the ^‘^Tight Thoughts,” 
only by veneration for the Poet and the Uhristian, may be allowed 
to observe, that Young is one of thoRC, concerning whom, as yott 
remark in your account of Addison, it is proper to aay nothing 
that is false than all that is true.” 

But the son of Young would Umost sooner, 1 know, pasH for a 
Lorenzo, than see himself vindicated, at the expense of his father's 
memory, ‘from follie.s which, if it may be thought blameable in a 
boy to have committed them, it is surely praiae-worfehy in ft man to 
lament, and certainly not only unnecessary but cruel in a biogra- 
pher to record. 

Of the “Night Thoughts, ' notwithstanding their author's pro- 
fessed retirement, all were inscribed to great or to growing nanies. 
He had not yet weaned himself frt>m Jfiarls and Diikes, from the 
speakers of the House of Commons, Lords OommisuionerH of the 
Treasury, and Chancellors of the Excheqtier, In “Night Eight” 
the politician plainly betrays himself — 

Think ho port needful that demands a knave : 

When late our civil helm was ehi^' jng hands, 

Bo P thou{^ht ; think better if you can. 

Yet it mu'^t be confessed, that at the conclusion of “Night Nine,” 
weary perhaps of courting earthly patrons, he tells his soul, 

Henceforth 

Thy patron he, whose diad^'m has dropt 

Yon gems of Heaven; Eternity thy prize; 

Aud leaye the racers of the world their own. 



Tke "Fourth Night” was addressed by "a much indkibted MmeT 
to the Honourable Mr, Yerhe, now Lord HarUwieke; who meaut 
to have laud the Muse under still greater obiigatiou> by the liriug 
of Shcntieid im Es6ex> if il had beooioo vacant. 

The “First night” concludes with this paisage— 

Dark, though ant hliud, liUf« Ihpp, Meonidps: 

Or Milton, tlicr Ah I could 1 reach your strain; 

Or hia who made Moonides our own I 
Man too ho aung. Imniortal man 1 aing. 

Oh had he pre^t his theme, pu.su’d the track 
"Which opens out of darkiieKs into day ! 

Oh bad ho mounted un hia wing of lire, 

Search where 1 ainlt, and hun^ immortal turn — 

How had It ble.st mankind, and teacu'd me ? 

To the author of these lines wau dedicated, in J756, the first vo- 
lume of an “lisfiuy on the Writings and Oenhis of I*ope,” which 
attempted, whether justly ornot, to pluck from Tope his “Wing 
of Fire/’ and to reduce him io a nanh least one degree lower 
than the first class of English poets. If Young accepted and 
proved the dedication, he couuteiuinced ibis attack upon the fame 
of him whom ho invokea jas his muse. 

Fart of “ paper sparing' ’ Pope's Third Book of the " Odya«ey/’ 
deposited in the Museum, in writing upon the back of a letter 
binged “B. Young/’ which is clearly the hanct writing of our 
Young. The Letter, dated only May the 2d, soema ottsedro ,* hut 
there can be little doubt that the friendfhip he requests was u 
literaty one, and that he had tho highest literary opinion of Pope, 
The request was a j>rologue, I am told. 


•‘Mo^ae2d. 

“ Dear Sir, * 

"Having been ^en from home, I know not if you have done me 
the favour of callixig on me. But, be that an it will, T much want 
that instance of your friendship I mentioned in my bist ; .a friend- 
ship I am very sensible 1 can receive from no one but yourself. I 
should not urge this thing so much but for very particular reasons ; 
nor can you be at a loss to conceive how a ^trifle of this nature* 
may be of serious moment to me; and while I ato in hopes of the 
great advantage of your advice about it, 1 shall not be so absurd as 
so make any lurthcr step without it. J know you ai’e much engaged, 
and only hope to hear of yon at your entire leisure. 

• i am, Sir, your most faithful 

and obedient servant, 

E. YoUfTG.” 

Kay, even after Pope’s death ho says, in "Night Seven,” 

Pope, who could’^it make immortals, ait thou dead? 

2 0 5 
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Hitber tbo then, was dedicated to ft mtroii who diaap* 

proved its doctrine^ which I have been told by the author wae not 
the case; or Young appears, in his old age, to have bartered for a 
dedication an opinion entertained of his friend through aU that 
part of life when he must have been boat able to form opinions. 

From this acoout of Young, two or three short passages, which 
stand almost together in ** Kight Four/* should not be excluded. 
They aford a picture liy his own hand, from the study of which 
my readers may choose to form their opinion of the features of his 
mind, the complexion of his Isfe. 
m 

Ah me I the dire 

Of loitering here, of death defrauded long , 

Of old flo gracious (and lot that office) 

My very Mother knowg-ine not, 

1 Ve hem flo long remember’d. I’m forgot. 

"When in bi« courtier's cars I pour my plaint, 

They drink it asfhe Nectar of the Great; 

And squooiise my hand, and lieg me come to-morrow. 

Twice told the period spent on stubbord Tory, 

Oourt'favour, yet untake, i besiege. 

If this sone lives, posterity shall know 

One, though in Britain bom, with courtiers bred. 

Who th -ught cv’n gold might come a day too late ; 

Nor on this subtle death bed plann’d liis scheme 
For tuture vacancies in church or state. 

Deduct from the writer’s age "twice told the period spent on sfcub^ 
born T017/’ and you will still leave him more than forty when he 
sat downvto the miserable siege of court^favour. He has before 
told us. * 

“A fool at forty is a fool indeed.” ^ 

After all, the siege seems to have been raised only in couBcqucnoe 
of what the General though c his “ death' bed.” 

By these extraordinary Toems, »mtten after he was sixty, of 
which 1 have been led to say so much, I hope, by the wish of doing 
justice to the living and the dead, it was the desire of Young to be 
principally known. He entitled the four volumes which he pub- 
lished himself, " The Works of the Author of the Night Thoughts.” 
"While it is remembered that from these ho excluded manj of his 
writings, let it not be forgotted that the rejected pieces contained 
nothing prejudicial to the cause of virtue, or of religion. Were 
every thing that Young ever wrote to be published, he would only 
appear pornaps in a loss respectable light as a poet, and more despi- 
cable as a dedicator ; he would not pass for a worse Christian, or for 
a worse man. This enviable praise is due to Young. Can it be 
' claimed by every writer? His dedications, after all, he had per- 
haps no right to suppress. They all, I believe, speak, not a little 
of bis gratitude^ of favours received; and 1 Jeuow not whe- 
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iher the author, who has onco sol6miil5r printed an acknowledge- 
ment of a favour, should not always print it. 

h it to the credit or to the discredit of Young, os a poet, that of 
his “Hight Thoughts’* the French are i^irticularly fond 2 
Of the Epitaph on Ifprd Aubrey Beauclerk,” dated 1740, all I 
know 113, that I hud it in the late body of English Poetry, and tdiat 
I am Bojpy to find it there. 

Notwithstanding the farewell which he seemed to have taken in 
the “ Night Thoughts” of every thing which bore the least resem- 
blance to ambition, he dipped again in politics. In 1745 he wrote 
** llcflect^ns on the public Situation of the Kingdom, addressed to 
the Duke of Newcastle indignant as it appears, to behold 

—•a Pope brod Princoliug crawl ashore. 

And whistle cut throats, with those swords that 6<aiip*d 
tTheir bai'Ton rocks for wretched sustenanoe 
To cut his passage to the British throne. . 

a 

This political poem might be called-a Night Thought.’* Indeed at 
was originally printed us the conoluslon of the ** Night Thoughts/' 
though ho did not gather it with his other works. 

Prefixed to the second edition of Howe’s ^'Devout J'editations” 
is a letter from Young, dated January 19, 1752, addressed to Archi- 
bald Macauly, Esq, thanking him for the book, which he says "he 
shall never lay far out of his reach ; for a greater demonstration of 
a sound head and a sincere heart he never saw.” 

In 1753, when "The Brothers” had lain by him above thirty 
years, it appeared upon the stage. If any part of his fortune had 
been accpiired by servility of adulation, he now determined to de- 
duct from it no inconsiderable sum, as a gift to the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel. To this sum he hoped the profits of 
" The Brothers” would amount. In his calculation he was deceiv- 
ed ; but by the bad success of his pliiy the Society was not a loser. 
The author made up the sum he originally intended, which was a 
thonaand pounds, from his own pocket. 

The next performance which he printed was a prose publication, 
entituled, " The Centaur not Fabulous, in six Letters to a Friend, 
ontixe Life in Vogue.” The conclusion is dated November 29, 
1754. lu the third Letter is described the death bed of the " gay, 
young, noble, ingenious, accomplished, and most wretched Alta- 
mont.” His last words were — “ My principles have poisoned my 
friend, my extravagancy has beggared my boy, my unkindness has 
muri^red my wife !” Either Altamont and Lorenzo were the 
twin production of fency, or Young was unlucky enough to know 
two characters who bore no little resemblance to each other in per- 
fection of wickedness. Beport has been accustomed to call Alta- • 
mont Lord Euston, , 

"The Old Man’s Eelapso/’ occasioned by an Epistle to Walpole, 
if Written by Young, which I much doubt, must have been written 
veiy late in life. It has been neefif I am told, in a M^cellany pub* 
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Ushed thirty years before bis death, hi 1758»he exhibited ^^The 
Old Man’s Relapse” in more than 'ivords, by again becoming a dedi- 
cator, and publishing a Bermon addressed to the King. 

The lively Letter in prose, on “ Original CompOBitiou," address- 
ed to Richardson, the author of Clariswi appeared in 1769. Though 
he despair “ of breaking through the frozen obstructions of age and 
care’s incumbent cloud, into that Row of thought and brightness of 
expressions which siibjocta so polite require;” yet is it more like 
the production of untamed, unbridled youth, than of jaded four- 
score. Some sevenfold volumes put him in mind, of Ovid’s seven- 
fold channels of the Nile at the conflagration : * 

— loptem 

Pulvcralenta vocant, fioptem sine flumine vallM. 

Such laden labours aro like Lycurgus’s iron money, which was so 
much less in value thaujn bulk, that it required barns for strong 
boxes, and a yoke of oxen to draw five thousand pounds. 

If there is a famine of invention in the land, we must travel, he 
says, like Joseph’s brethren, far for food ; we must visit the I’cmote 
and rich ancients. But an inventive genius may safely ytB> at 
homo ; that, like tho widow’s eniiac, is divinely replenished from 
within, and affords us a miraculous delight. He asks why it should 
seem altogether impossible, that Heaven’s latest editions of the hu- 
man ntiud may be the most ctorrect and fair 1 And Jonson, lie tells 
iJtjWas very learned, as Sampson was very strong, to his own hurt. 
iUiTidto tho nature of tragedy, he pulled down all antiquity on bis 
head, and buried himself under it. 

Is this cares incumbent cloud,” or ** tho frozen obstructions 
age ?” 

ill this letter Rope is severely censured for his ‘^ fall from Homer’s 
numbers, free a« air, lofty and harmonious as the spheres, into 
childish fihackles and tinkling sounds; for putting Achilles into 
petticoats a eeonnd time *” hut w'e are told that tho dying swan 
talked over an Epic plan with Young a few w'oeka before his deoeaae. 

Young’s chief inducement to wTite the let iter as he confesHcs, 

that he might erect a monumental marble to the memory of an old 
friend. He, who employed his pious pen for almost tho last time in 
thus doing jufitioe to the exemplary death-bed of Addison, might 
probably, at tho close of his own life, afford no unusual lesson for 
the deat h of others. t 

In the postscript, ho writeisto Richardson, that he will see ip his 
next how far Addison Is an original. But no other letter appears. 
The few lines which stand in tho last edition, as ''sent by Lord 
< Melcombe to Dr. Youast, not long hef *re his lordship’s death,” were 
^indeed so sent, but were only an introduction to what was there 
meant by *‘Tho Muse’s latest 8p«rk.” Thd poem is neodensary, 
whatever may be its merit, since the Preface to it is already 
printed. Lord Melcombe called his Tusculum ** La Trappe.” 
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Love ihy (KMiatry, wish it well, 

Not with too iutense a care, 

’Tis enough, that, when it fell, 

Thou its ruin dlM not bhtac. 

Envy's wnsurc^ Flnttcay’s praise, 

VTith uiimo»'ti irwlilTcreiice view; 
Learn ro tread life’s dangerous juase, 
With nneiTing Virtue’s clue. 

Void of strong desire anrl fear, 

Life’s tfride ocean trust no more ; 

Strive thy Kttle’harh to ^teor 
With the tide, but near the shore, ^ 

Thus prepar’d thy shorten’d sail 
Shall whene’er the winds increase, 
Seizing each propitious gale, 

Waft thee to the Port of Peace. 

Kwp thy conscience from offence, 
jViid tempestuous passions fr*^, 

So, when thou art call’d from hence, 
ICa^y shall thy passage be : 

• 

Easy shall thy passage bo, 
iJh.pcrful thy allotted stay, 

Short th' account ’twixi (Jod and thee : 
Hope Bhall meet thee on the way : 

Truth she 11 lead thee to tho gate 
Mcrey’rt Belt shall let thee in 
Where its nev«'t-chDiigirig state 
Full perfection ahall begin, 

The Poem wan accompanied by a Letter, 


X(iTra^/i’0 the 27tli Oct. ]76l. 

Dear Sir, 

Yon seemed to like the ode T sent yon for yowr Rmnsomeiit : I 
now send it you as a present If you please to accept of it, and are 
willing that our IVieudship should bc'know'u when wo are gone, 
you will be pleased to leave this among those of your paimrs- that 
may possibly see the light by a po.shumoua publication. God send 
na health while We stay, and an easy journey ! 

, ** My Dear Dr, Young, 

Yours, most cordially, 

“ MlflLOOMBB.” 


In 1782, ft short time before his death, Young published “ Eesig- 
nation,” Notwithstanding tho manner in which it wiia really 
forced from him by the world, oritioism has treated it with no 
common severity. If it should be thought not to deserve the 
highest praise, on the other side ff fourscore, by whom, except by 
Newton and by \^'aUe^, has praise been merited 1 
To Mrs. Montagu, tlm famous champion of Shakespeare, I am 

t 
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indebted for the history of Heeignation.*' Observing that Mrs* 
BoBcawen^ in the midst of her grief for the loss of the admiral do* 
rived consolation from the perusal of the ** Night Thoughts/* Mrs. 
Hontagn proposed a visit to the auihor. f'rom conversing with. 
Young, Mm Boscaweu derived still further consolation ; and to 
that visit she and the world were indebted for this poem* It com* 
pliznents Ito* Montagu in the fullowing lines : < 

Yet write, I must, A lady sues : 

How shameful her request 

My brains in labour with dull rhyme, 

Here teeming with the best t « 

And again--— » 

And iirlend you have, and I the Same, 

Whose prudent, soft address 

Will bring to life those healing thoughts, 

W^lch died iu your distress. 

That friend, the spirit of thy theme 
• Extracting for your case, 

Will leare to me the dreg, in thoughts 
Too common : such as these. 

By the same Lady 1 was enabled to say, iu her own words, that 
Young’s unbounded genius appeared to Renter advantage in the 
companion than even in the author ; that the Christian was in him 
a character still more inspired, more enraptured, more sublime, 
than the poet ; and that, in his ordinary conversation, 

lotting down the golden chain from high, 

*' He drew hia audience upward to the aky. 

Notwithstanding I'oung had said in his "Coiyccturcs on Original 
Composition,” that blank verse is verse uwfallen, imeurst ; verso 
reclaimed, re enthroned in the language of the Gods : ” notwith- 
standing he administered consolation to his own grief in this im- 
mortal language, Mm. Boscawen was comforted in rhyme. 

While the poet and the Christian were applying this comfort. 
Young had himr>elf occasion for comfort, in conse^^uence of the 
sudden death ot Bichardson, who was printing the former part uf 
the poem. Of Kiphardson’s death he says 

When neav’n would kindly set us free, 

And earth’s enchantmentf end ; 

It tAkcfl the most effectual means, r 

And robs us of a fncud. 

To Resignation” was prefixed an apology for its appearance ; to 
wliich more credit is duo than to the generality of such apologies, 
from Young’s unusual anxiety thflt no more productions of hk old 
ago should disgrace his former fame. In his will, dated February, 
1760, ho desires of his executors, in a pmmhr mnner, that all 
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hit manTMciipt h(tdkA and writingg wbaterer might ba buimod^ ex« 
Mt hiB book of accounts. 

in Septemberf 1704, ho added a kind of codicil, wherein he made 
it his dying entreaty to his housekeeper, to whom he left £1000, 

** That all his manusoripis might be destroyed as soon as he was 
dead, which would greatly oblige her deceased friend.’* 

It may teach mankind the uncertainty of worldly fnendships, to 
know that Young, either by surviving those he loved, or outliving 
their affections, could only recollect the names of two friends, his 
housekeeper and a hatter, to mention in his will ; and it may serve 
to repress that testamentary pride, which too often seeks for sounds 
ing names and titles, to be informed that the author of the " Night 
Thoughts” did not blush to leave a legaw to his friend Heniy 
Stevens, a hatter at the Temple-gate.” Of these two remaining 
friends, one went before Young. Bat, at eighty-four, ''where,” as 
ho asks in " The Centaur, ** " is that world into which we are 
born?” » 

The same humility which mart el a^hatter and a housekeeper fir « 
the friends of the author of the "Night Thoughts/' had before be- 
fore bestowed the same title on his footman, in his " Churchyard,” 
upon James Baker, dated 1749 ; which I am glad to lind in the 
late collection of his works. 

Young and his housekeeper were ridiculed, with more ill-nature 
than wit, by Kidgell, in 1755, called " The Card,” under the names 
of Doctor Elwes and Mrs. Fusby. 

In April, 17 d5, at an ago which few attain, a period was put to 
the life of Young. 

Tie had performed no duty for three or four years, but he re- 
tained his intellects to the last. * 

Much is told in the " Biographia,” which I know not to have 
been true, of the manner of his burial ; of the master and children 
of a charity-school, which he founded in Ids parish, who ntsglected 
to attend their benefactor’s corpse; and of a bell which was not 
caUvSed to toll as often as upon those occasions bells usually toll. — 
Had that humanity, which is here lavished upon things of little 
consequence to the living or to the dead, been shown in its proper 
^ace to the living, I should have had leas to say about Lorenzo. — 
TMioso who regret that these misfortunes happened to Young, forget 
the praise he bestows upon Bocrates, in the preface to "Night 
Seven,” for resenting his friend’s request about bis funeral. 

During some part of hi^ilife Young was abroad, but 1 have not 
been aiyie to learn any particulars. In his seventh satire he says, 

When, after battle, 1 the field have seen 
Spread o’er with ghastly shapes of what were men. 

It is known also, that from this or from some other field ho once 
wandered into the camp with a classic in his hand, which ho was 
reading intently ; and had some difilculty to prove that he was only 
an absent poet; and not a spy. ^ 
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Thd ourions reato of Yotmg’slife wHl naturally inquire to what 
it wan owing, that though he lived nearly forty yearR after he took 
Orderg, which included one whole reign uncommonly long, and 
part of another^ he was never thought worthy of the least prefer- 
ment. The author of the Night Thoughts ' ended his days upon 
a Ihing, which came to him from bis college without any favour, 
and to which he probably had an eye When he determined on the 
Church. To Batisfy curiosity of this kijt^d is, at this distance of 
time, far from easy. The parties themselv<« know' not often, at the 
instant, why they are neglected, or why they arc preferred. The 
neglect of Young is by some sscribod to his having attached him- 
self to the Vrinoe of Wales, and to his having preached an offensive 
Bcrmon at St. James’s. It has been told mo that he has had two 
hundred a year in the late year,, by the patronage of Walpole ; and 
that, when any one reminded the King of "Young, the only answer 
was, He has a pension.” ill the light thrown on this iiujiiiry, by 
the following letter fr^m Seeker, Only serves to shew at what a late 
k l^eriod of life the author of the Night Tlnuights” solicited pre- 
ferment : 


iMaiaTy of i^U Paul's^ Julij 8, 1V5S. 

^^Good Da, Yovno, 

" I have long wondered, that more suitable notice of your great 
merit hath not been taken by perflons in poweK But how to remedy 
the omission I flee not. No oiu’ouragement bath even boon given 
mo to montiou Itiings of this nature to his Majesty. And there- 
fore, ill all likelilioocl, the only consequoiicc of doing it would ho 
to weakm the little influence which v;l»© 1 may possibly have on 
Bome other occaaions, Y^our /ortune and your reputation set you 
above the need of udvancement ; and your Bentoents, above that 
concern for it, on your own account, which, on Iffiat of the public, 
ifi sincerely felt by 

“ Your h.ving Brother, 

“Tho. Cant.*' 

At last, at the age of fourscore, he was appointed, in 1761, Clerk 
of the Closet to the PrinceHs Dowager. 

One obstado mast have stood not a little in the way of that pre- 
ferment after which his whole life seems to have panted. Though 
he took Orders, he never entirely shook f ff politics. lie was always 
the Lion of hifl master Milton, pawing to get free his hinder 
part«.” By this conduct, if he gained some friends, he made many 
enemies. 

Again ; Young was a poet; and again, with reverence bd it 
spoken, poets by profession do not always make the best clergymen. 
If the author of the ‘"Night Thonghts” composed many sermons, 
he did not oblige tb« public with many. 

Beisicles, in the latter part of life, YToung was in the habit of 
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holdin)^ lumsolf out for a man retired from the woidd. But he 
seemed to have forgotten that the same event which contains “ oh* 
littts XHeorum/* contms also ** obli'nsceadns & illk” The brittle 
chain of worldly friende^hip and patronage is broken as effectu- 
ally, when one goes beyond the length of it, as when the other 
does. To the vessel which is sailing from the shore, it only appears 
that the shore also recedes j in life it is tmly thus. He who retires 
from the world will find himself, in reality, deserted as fast, if not 
faster, by the world. The public is not to be treated as the cox- 
comb treats his mistress, to be threatened with desertion, in order 
to increase {ondness. 

Young seems to have been taken at Ms word. Notwithstanding 
his frequent complaints of being neglected, no hand was reached 
out to pull him from thrAt retirement of which he declared himself 
enamoured. Alexander assigned no palace for the residence of 
Diogenes, who boasted his surly satisfaction with his tub. 

Of the domestic mannera and petty habi^ of the author of the 
** Night Thoughts,” 1 hoped to have gfvon you an account from the 
best authority : but who shall dare to say, “ To morrow I will be 
wise or virtuous/’ or, ** To-morrow I will do a particular thing T’ 
ITpon inquiring for his housekeeper, I found she was buried '■wo days 
before I reached the town of her abode. 

In a letter from Tscharner, a noble foreigner, to Count Haller, 
Tscharner says, ho has lately spent four days with Young, at Wel- 
wyn, where the author tastes all the case and pleasure mankind can 
desire, “ Every thing about him shews the man, each indlYidnal 
being placed by rule. All is neat without art. He is very pleasant 
in conversation, and extremely polite.” 

This, and more, may possibly be true ; but Tschamer’s was a first 
visit, a visit of curiosity and admiration, and a visit which the au- 
thor expected. 

Of Edward YoiWg an anecdote which wanders among renders is 
not true, that he was Eielding’s rarsou Adams. The original of 
that famous painting was William Young, who was a clergyman. 
He supported an uncomfortable existence by translating lor the 
booksellers from Oreek ; and if he did not seem to be his own friend, 
was at least no man’s enemy. Yet the facility with which this re- 
port has gained belief in the world argiiea, were it not sufficiently 
known, that the author of the ** Night Thoughts" bore some sem- 
blance to Adams. 

The attention which Y(|tng bestowed upon the perusal of books 
is not unworthy imitation. When any passage pleased him, he ap- 
pears to* have folded down the leaf. On these passages he bestowed 
a second reading. But the lubours of man arc too frequently vain. 
Before he returned to much of what he had once approved, he died- 
Many of his books, which 1 have seen, are by those notes of appro- 
bation 80 swelled beyond their real bulk, that they will hardly 



m 


LIVM Of ' the poets. 


W)»i tboo|h we wade in wealth, or eoar in feme ' 

Barth's higheat station ends in ' Here he lies !' 

And dudt to dust concludes her nohleit song ! 

The author of these lines is not without bis Hie jacH, 

By the good sense of his eon, it contains none of that paiee which 
no marble can make the bad or the foolish merit ; which, without 
the direction of a stone or a turf, will hnd its way, sooner ox later, 
to the deserving. 


M. 8. 

OptUni Parentis 
EnwAum Yoina, LL, I), 

Hn.ius Kcclesisc red. 

Bt ELizabethffi 
feem, prtcuob. 

Oonjugis ejus ainant$sima\ 

Pio & gratisaimo auimo 
Hoc marmor poault 
B. y. 

Filitts saperstes. 

Is it not strange that llie author of the " Night Thoughts” has in- 
scribed no monument to the memory of his lamented wife \ Yet, 
what marble will endure as long aa the poems { 

Such, my good friend, is the account which 1 bare been able to 
collect of the great Young, That it majj be long before any thing 
like what I have Just transcribed he necessary for you, is the sincere 
wish of, 

Dear Sir, 

»* Your greatly obliged Friend, 

, HjaaBEiiT CaoxT, Jun, 

Lincoln’s Inn, S^pt, 1780. 


P. S, This account of Young was seen by you in manuscript, you 
know. Sir ; and, though I could not j)rovail on you to mate any 
alteration, you insisted on striking out one passage, because it saia, 
that, if 1 did not wish you to live long for your sake, I did for the 
sake of myself and of the world. But this postscript you will not 
see before the printing of it ; and 1 will say here, in spite of you, 
how I feel myself honoured and betteri^i by your friendship ; and 
that, if I do credit to the Church, after which I always longed, and 
for which I am now going to give in exchange the Bar, though not 
at so late a period of life as Young took Orders, it will be owing, in 
no small measure, to my having had the happiness of calling the 
author of The Kambler” my mond, 

Oxford, Ocf. 1782. 


H, 0. 
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Of Yotmg’s Poems it is dlMoult to give etiy genetal character; 
for he has no uniformity of manner ; on© of his pieces has no great 
resemblance to another. He began to write early, and continued 
long ; and at di^erent times had different modes of poetical exoeb 
lence in view. His numlKjrs are sometimes smooth, and sometimes 
rugged ; his style is sometimes concatenated^ and sometimes abrupt; 
sometimes gdiffusivo, and sometimes concise. His plan seems to 
have started in his mind at the present moment; and his thoughts 
appear the effect of chance, sometimes adverse, and sometimes lucky, 
with very little operation of judgment. 

He was n^t one of those writers whom experience improves, and 
who, observing their own faults, become gradually correct. His 
poem on the “ Last Bay/' his lirst great performance, has an equa- 
bility and propriety, which he afterwards either never endeavoured 
or never attained. Many paragraphs ate noble, and few are mean, 
yet the whole is languid; the plan is too much extended, and a 
succession of images divides and weaken tlyi general conception ; 
but the great reason why the reader “is disappointed is, that the 
thought of the Last Dav makes every man more than poetical, by 
spreading over his mind a general obscurity of sacred horror, that 
oppresses distinction, and disdains expression. 

His story of ‘'Jane Gray” was never popular. It is written with 
elegance enough ; but Jane is too heroic to bo pitied. 

The “ Universal Passion” is indeed a very great performance. It 
is said to bo a series of Epigrams ; but, if it bo, it is what the au- 
thor intended : his endeavour was at the production of striking 
distichs and pointed sentences ; and his distiohs liavo the weight of 
solid sentiments, und his points the sharpness of resistless truth. 

His characters arc often selected with disoomment, aneb drawn 
with nicety; his illustrations are often happy, and his reflections 
often just. His ittcdes of Satire is between those of Horace and 
Jttvenal; and he nas the gaiety of Horace without his laxity of 
numbers, and the morality of Juvenal with greater variation of 
images. He plays, indeed, only on the surface of life ; he never 
penetrates the recesses of the mind, and therefore the whole power 
of his poetry is exhausted by a single perusal ; his conceits please 
only when they surprise. 

To translate he never condescended, unless his " Paraphrase on 
Job" may be considered as a version ; in which he has not, I think, 
been unsuccessful ; he indeed favoured himself by choosing those 
parts which most easily admitted the ornaments of English poetry. 

He had least success in nm lyric attempts, in which he seems to 
have be& under some malignant influence : he is always labouring 
to be great, and at last is onl/ turgid. 

In his " Hight Thoughts” he has exhibited a very wide display 
of original poetry, variegated with deep reflections and striking 
Elusions, a wilderness of thought, in which the fertility of fancy 
scatters flowers of every hue and of every odour. This is one of 
the few poema in which blank verse could not be changed for 
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thyme but with disadvanWe. The wild diffusion of tho senti- 
meuts^ and the digreasiTc sallies of imagination^ would have been 
ooinpressed . and restrained by confinement to rhyme. The ex* 
cellenceof this work is not exactness, but comousness; jpartioular 
lines are not to be regarded : the power is in the whole : and in 
the whole tbet'e is a magnificenoe like that ascribed to Chinese 
plantation, the magnificence of vast extent and endlew5 diversity. 

Ilk lost poem was ** itosignation f in which he made, as he was 
accustomed, an experiment of a new mode of writing, and suc- 
ceeded better than in hk “ Ocean” or hia “ Merchant.” It was 
very falsely represented as a proof of decayed facnlti^. There is 
Young in every stanza, such as he often was in his highest vigour. 

His tragedies, not making part of the Collection, I had forgotten, 
till Mr. Steevens recalled them to my thought by remarking, that 
he seemed to have one favourite catastrophe, as hk three plays all 
concluded with lavish suicide ; a method by which, os Dryden re- 
marked, a poet easily^rids hie scene of persons whom ho wants not 
to keep alive. In ^^^iSusiris” there arc the greatest elmllitions of 
imagination : but the prido of Bu&irk is such as no other man oau 
have, and the whole is too remote fium known life to raise either 
grief, terror, or indignation. The *'Kevcnge” approaches much 
nearer to human practices and manners, and therefore keej^ posses- 
sion of the stage! the fiivt design seems suggested by *M)thello;‘* 
but the reflect ions, the incidents, and the dictitm, are original. The 
moral observations are so introduced, and so expressed, as to have 
all the novelty that can be require^ Of ** The Brothers” I may 
be allowed to say nothing, since nothing Wfjys ever said of it by the 
public. 

It must be allowed of Youngs* poetry, that it abounds in 
thought, but without much ^ccu'»‘acy of solection. When he lays 
hold of an illustration, he ])ujsues it btyond expectation, some- 
times happily, as in his parallel of QmrhHver with rieusure, which 
I have heard repeated with ai»probation by a l^ady, of whose praise 
he would have been jojitly prood, and what is very ingenious, very 
subtle, and almost exact ; but ftometimes he is less lucky, m when, 
in his “Night Thoughts,” having it dropped into his mind, that 
the orbs, floating in space, might be called the dust of creation, he 
thinks of a cluster of grapes, and savw, that they all hang on the 
gi*eat vine, drinking the “ nectareoua juice of immortal lift.” 

His conceits are sometimes yet leas valuable. In the ^^liast 
Day” he hopes to illustrate the re-asseiqbly of ike atoms that com- 
pose the htiinau body at the “ Trump of Doom” by the collection 
of bees into a swarm at tlm tinkling of a pan. 

The prophet says of ''fy^’o, that “ her Merchants are Princes.” 
Young says of Tyre in his “ Merchant,” 

Her incrch£int6 Princes, and each deck a throne* 

Let burlesque tiy to go beyond him. 

He has the trick of joining the turgid and familiar : to buy the 
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illiance of Britain, “ Climes were paid down.” AntitKeBis is his 
favourite. “ They for idndness hate and because she’s right, 
she's ever in the wrong.” 

^ His verBification is his own ; neither his blank nor his rhyming 
lines have any resemblance t<* litose of former writers j he picks up 
no hemistichs, he copies no tavourite e:i^presBlon8 ; he seems to have 
laid up no stores of thought or diction, but to owe all to the for- 
tuitous suggestions of the present moment Yet I have reason to 
believe that, when once he had formed a now design, he then la- 
boured it with very patient indut?try ; and that he composed with 
great laboiu^ and frequent revisions. 

His verses are formed by no certain model ; he is no more like 
himself in his different productions than ho is like othep. He 
seems never to have studied prosody, nor to have had any direction 
but from his own ear. But with all his defects, he was a man of 
genius and a poet. 
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MALLET. 

0» David Maliki:, havkff no written memorial, I am al)le to give 
no otlier account tlian sueli as is supplied by the unauthorised 
loquacity of common fame, and a very slight personal knowledge. 

He was by his original one of the Macgregors, a clan, that b(S 
came, about sixty years ago, under the conduct of Bo])in Boy, so 
formidable and so infamous for violence and robbery, that the 
name was annulled by a legal abolition ; and when they were all to 
denominate themselves anew, the father, I suppose, of this author, 
called himself Malloch. 

Dai?id Mallooh was, by the penury of his parents, compelled to 
be Janitor of the High School at Edinburgh ; a mean office, of 
which he did not afterwards delight to hear. But he surmounted 
the disadvantages of his birth and fortune ; for, when the Duke of 
Montrose applied to the College of Edinburgh for a tutor to educate 
his sons, Malloch was recommended ; and 1 never heard that he 
dishonoured his credentials. 

When his pupils were sent to seo the world, they were entrusted 
to his care; and, having conducted them round the common circle 
of modish travels, ho returned with them to London, where by the 
influenoe of the family in which he resided, he naturally gained 
admission to many persons of the highest rank, and the mghost 
character, to wits, nobles, and statesmen. 

Of has works, 1 know not whether 1 can trace the series. His 
first production was '' William and Margaret*;” of which, though 
it contains nothing very striking or difficult, he lias been envied 
the reputation ; and pla^arisin has been boldly charged, but never 
proved. 

Not long afterwards he published the "Excursion” (17*28); a 
desultory and capricious view of such scenes of Nature as his fancy 
led him, or his knowledge enabled him, to describe. It is not de- 
void of poetical spirit. Many of his images are striking, and many 
of the paragraphs are elegant. The cast of diction seems to be 
copied from Thomson, whose "Seasons” were then in their full 
blossom of reputation. He has Thomson's beauties and his faults. 

His poem on "Verbal CriticiBm” (L733) was written to pay 
court to Pope, on a subject which he either did not understand, or 
willingly misrepresented ; and is little more than an iraprdvement, 
or rather expansion, of a fragment which Pope printed in a Mis- 
cellany long before he engrafted it into a regular poem. There is 
in this piece more pertness than wit, and more confidence than 

♦Mallet’s “William and Margaret” was printed in Aaron Hill's “Plain 
Dealer,” No. S6, July 24th, 1724. In its original state it VM very different fifom 
what it is iij the last edition of bis works. 
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knowldjfe. The versification is tolerable, nor can criticism allow 
it a higher praise. 

His first tragedy was " Eurydice,” acted at Drpry Lane in 1781 ; 
of which I know not the reception nor the merit, but have heard 
it mentioned as a mean performtmee. Ho was not then too high 
to accept a Prologue from Aaron Hill, neither of which can be 
much commended. 

Having cleared his tongue from his native pronunciation so as 
to be no longer distingiiiahed as a Boot, he seems inclined to disen- 
cumber himsetf from all adherenoes of his original, and took Upon 
him to change his name from Bcotoh Malhch to English Mallet^ 
without any imaginable reason of preference which the eye or ear 
can discover, n hat other proofs he gave of disrespect to his na- 
tive country, I know not ; but it was remarked of him, that he was 
the only Scot whom Scotchmen did not commend. 

About this time Pope, whom he visited familiarly, published his 
Essay on Man,” but concealed the author ; a^d, when Mallet en- 
tered one day, Pope asked him slightly «what tlere was new. Mallet 
told him, that the newest piece was something called an ** Essay on 
Man,” which he had inspected idly, and seeing the utter inability 
of the author, who had neither skill in writing nor knowledge of 
the subject, had tossed it away. Pope, to punish his self-conceit, 
told him the secret. 

A now edition of the works of Bacon being pr^ared (1760) for 
the press, Mallet was employed to prefix a Life, whioh he has 
written with eUganoe, perhaps with some affectation ; but with so 
much more knowledge of history than of science, that, when he 
afterwards undertook the Life of Marlborough, Warburton re- 
marked, that he might perhaps forget that Marlborough iras a 
general, aa he had forgotten that Bacon was a philosopher. 

When the Prince of Wales was driven Irom the pmace, and set- 
ting himself at the head of opposition, kept a separate court, he 
endeavoured to increase his popularity by the patronage of litera- 
ture, and made Mallet his undersecretary, with a salaiy of two 
hundred pounds ayear; Thompson likewise had a pension; and 
they were associated in the composition of “The Masque of A.1- 
fred,” which in its original state was played at Cliefden in 1740 ; 
it was afterwards almost wholly changed by Mallet, and broiight 
upon the stage at Drury- Lane in 1761, but with no great success. 

Mallet, in a familiar conversation with Garrick, discoursing of 
the diligence which he was then exerting upon the “ Life of Marl- 
borough,” let him know, tlRt, in the series of great men quickly 
to be exhibited, bo should jlnd a nich for the hero of the Theatre. 
Garrick professed to wonder by "what artifice he could bo intro- 
duced ; but Mallet let him know, that, by a dexterous anticipation, 
he should fix him in a conspicuous place. “Mr, Mallet,” says 
Garrick, in his gratitude of exultation, “ have you left off to write 
for the stage!” Mallet then confessed that he had a drama in his 
hmkds. Garrick promised to act it; and “Alfred” was produced. 



L1VK» OF :THK ?OI£TS. 


The long retardation of the life of the Dnke of Marlborough 
shews, with strong conviction, how little confidence can be placed 
in posthumous renown. When he died, it was soon determined 
that his story should be delivered to postcritj ; and tho papers sup* 
posed to contain the necessary information V'cre delivered to Lord 
Molesworth, who had been hi.-^ favourite in Flanders. When Molea- 
worth died, the same papers were tranj^ferrod ^vith tho same design 
tfr Sir iiiohurd Steele, who in some of his cxigoncieH p^it them in 
pawn. They remained with the old 3>achegs, wlio in her will as- 
signed the task to Glover and Mallet, with a reward of a thousand 
pounds, and a prohibition to insert any verses. Glover rejected, I 
suppose, writb disdain, the legacy, and devolved the wKole work on 
Mallet; who had from the late Duke of Marlbortnigh a pension to 
promote his indus^% and who talked of the discoveries which ho 
had made ; but left not, when he died, any historical labours be- 
hind him. 

While he was ill the Prince's service lie published iistapUa,” 
■with a prologue by ??’houison, not mean, but far inferior to that 
w'hich he had received from Mallot for Agamemnoa.'’ The epi- 
logue, aaid to bo written by a friend, was composed in hantc by Mal- 
let, ill the place of one prombeij, which ivaa never given. Till? tra- 
gedy was dedicated to the Prince his master. It wa.s acted at Xirury 
Lane in 1(31*, and was well received, but was never revived, 

Jn 1740, be produced, as has boon already meutioned, *^Tho 
Masque of Alfred,” in conjunction with Thomson, 

For some time afterwards he lay at rosst. After a long intervfJ, 
his nest work was Ainyntor and Tlieodora,*' (1747,) along story 
in blank verse ; in which it cannot be denied <;Mt there is copious- 
ness £;nd elegance of language, vigour of ,seatifneiit-, and imagery 
well adapted to take pfwi^essiou of the lainy. But it Is blank verse. 
This he sold to Tulliani for one hundred and twenty pounds. The 
first fiiile was not great, and it is now lobt in forgetfulnosa. 

Mallet, by adclreSB or accident, perhaps by his depciukuco on tho 
prince, found his way to Minglu'oke ; a man whoHc |mde and po- 
tulanec made his kindac»8 dilficnit to gain or keep, ana whom Mul- 
let wap content to court by an act, which, 1 hope, was un’Willingly 4 
performed. When it wus found that Pope had clanelcbtinoly prinied 
lui authorised ruinphiet called *'The ratriot King,” Bolingbrokc, 
in a fit of riHeless fury, resolved to blast his memory, and employed 
Mallet (1749) as the executioner of his vengeance. Mallet had not 
virtue, «>r not spirit, to refuse the ofiiee : and was rewarded, not 
long afier, with tho legacy of Lord BohiigbrokeV works. 

Many of the poetical pieces had boon written during F e opposi- 
tion to Walpole, and given to Franklin, as ho supposed in per- 
petuity. These, among the rest, were claimed by the will, The 
question was referred to arbitrators ; but, when they decided against 
Mtdlot, he refused to yield to the award ; and by the help of Millar 
the Bookseller, published all that he could find, but with success 
very much below Ids expectation* 







In 1753, of ^^.BiItannJA ** m» actod &k Dnuy Lane ; 

and lii«i tragedy of **Bhira'' in 1763; in which yea*!, he was ap- 
nointed keeper of the Book of Btt^riea fer shipe in the port of 
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in the be^nning of the last wnt^ ‘#h.fen the haiion was exaspe^ 
rated by ill suoceib, ho was etnployed to tttfn the pnblic vengeance 
npon I^ng, and wrote h letter of acensatioh \M&r the charactei;,j^ 
a ** Plain Man.'* 1,'he paper wa« with groat industry circulated a jX 
dispersed ; and he, for hfe seasonable intervention, had a consider- 
able pension bestowed upon him, which he retained to his death. 

Towards the end of hiftUfo he went, with hi« wife to Franco; but 
after a while, findirig bis health dooUningt he returned alone to 
Bngland, and died in April, 1765. 

« ra8 twice inanred, and by his first wife had several children, 
ughter, who married an Ualian of rank, named Cileaia, wrote 
dy called “ Almida/’ which was acted at Brury Lane. His 
wife wiifl the daughter of a nobleman’s steward, who had a 
considerable fortune, which she took car? to retain in her 
bands, 

His stature vras diminutive, but he was regularly formed ; his ap- 
pearance, till ho grew corpulent, was agreeable; and he suffered it 
to want no recommendation tl\at dress could give it. His conversa- 
tion was elegant and *my. The rest of his character may, without , 
injury to his memory, sink into silence. 

*As a writer, he <»vnnot be placed in any high class. There is no 
Rpecias of composition in which he was eminent. His dramas had 
their day, a short day, and are forgotten ; his blank verse seems to 
' my car the echo of Thomson. His ** Life of Bacon ” is known as it 
is appended to Haconli volumes, but is no longer mentietied. His 
works are each as a writer, bxistling in4he woi’Id, shewing himself in 
public, and emerging octasiOnully from time to time into notice, 
might keep alive by his peiffloiiul inliuence ; but tyhlch, conveying 
little information, and giving no great pleasure, must soon give 
way, as the succesiioii of thingp produces new topics of conversatioii 
and other modes of amusement. 
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AEBNSIDi 

d*' ' ' ] V ' '■ ' ' ' 

Mabe AIibssidS) Was bcvm ob tha ninth, of JJovemher, 17*21, at 
Kowcjistlo upon Tyne, Hie father Mark was a bufech^, of the 
IVesbyterian sect ; hi» another ’a name was Mary litunsden. He re- 
ceived the iirfrt; patfc of hia education at the Oratt5ma^sfohool of 
Newcastle; and was aftertwds instructed by Mr. Wilson, who 
kept a tai rate academy. : 

At the age of eightoeu he was sent to Edinburgh, that he 
qualify for the ofhce of a diescnting minister, and reclifidf 

some mistanoe from the fund which Dksentors employ in sou- 
eating young men of Minty fortune. But a wider view of the world 
opened other scenes, and prompted other hojKJS : ho detemsried to 
study physio, and repaid that routrihution, which, being received 
for a difterent purpose, he justly though it dish^mourable to fetiln. 

Whether, when he rcsidved not to be a dissenting miiiifiter he 
ceased to be a Disseukr, I know not. He certainly retained an nu- 
necessary and outrageoua. *flal for what he called and thought li- 
berty ; a r.eal which sometimes disguises from the world atid not 
rarely i¥om the mind which it posscssfi^, an envious desire oi plun- 
dering wealth or degrading groatness ; and oi which the immediate 
tendency i« innovation and anhreby, m impettions eagcrue>^»to t^nb- 
vert and coniound with very littloVivre ^vhat’ shall be oKtahlished. 

^ AketiPido W'as one of those .poets who have felt very early the mo- 
tions of genius, and one of those students who have very early 
stor^ their memonen wit h ^^ititncnts and images- Many of his 
performances ime produced his yotith; and his greatest work, 
»^The PjetiBUres of Imagination,’ appeared in }7U. I have heard 
JDodsley, liy whom it was pubUshcfl, relate, that when the copy 
was oflered him, t)ie price demanded for it, whipb was m hupdjmd 
and twenty pound^^ being «udh as he Was not inclined to give pre- 
cipitately, he CHriicd the work to Pope, w ho, having, koked into it, 
advised him not to make af»itordly oEor; fat "this was nd every-, 
day- writer/', '■ . 

In 1741 he iventto Leyden, in pursuit of medical knowledge; 

. and j hree yeara afterwaydft (May 16, 1744;)'*hecame doior (^f physic, 
having, according to the cuJttiom of the Butch luiiverfiltififl, published 
ft tbOws Of dissertation. Tim enbject which ho chose Wfs " Tim 
Ori^'nal Growth of the Human Foetus/* in which he is said to 
have departed, with great judgment, freili . the opinion th^ 
established, and to have deli vored that which itui beWEince cen^ 
hrmed and received. '' - '■/' ’ 

Akenside was a young man, warm with aynry notion that by 
nature or m, id«?aithiid been oonnooted vrilk the wnd of l%rty^ and# 



by an ecceniHclty wkioh sicli diipositions do not oasSiy avpid. a 
lorer of contradiotion, and no j&ieud to any thing established* 
adopted Shaftesbmy'a fooltehuassertioiiL of the efficacy of ridioxde for 
the discotenr (?f truths Pot this hewaa attacked by Warburton, 
and dcfwidea by Dyuon ; Warbnrton afterwards reprinted his re* 
marks at the end of hia d^ication to ibe Freethinkers. 

The tfisnlt of all arguments# wMeh have been produced in a 
long and eager discu^to of this idie question# may easily be col- 
lected. If ridicule be applied to any position as the test of truth# 
it trill then become a question whether such ridicule be just ; and 
this caiW only decided by the application of truth, as the test of 
ridicule* Two men, fearing, one a real and the other a fhncied 
danger, will be for a while eqirally exposed to the inevitable con* 
aeqitenoes of cowardice, contemptuous censure* end ludicrous xepre- , 
mentation ; and the true state of both cases must be known, bt^fore 
it can be decided whose terror is rational, and whose is rididttloua; 
who is to bo pitied, and who to be despised. Both are for a while 
equally cxtKjsed to laughter, but both are not therefore equally 
contemptible. 

In the revisal of Ips poem, though he died before ho had dnished 
it, he omitted the Hnoa which had given occasion to Warburtoii'a 
objections. 

' Ho published isooh after his return from boydeu (1746), his first 
collociion of odes ; and was impelled by his rage oi pa^otism to 
write a very acrimonious epistle to Fulteuey, whom he stigmatizes, 
under the name of Curio, as the betrayer of his country. 

Being now to live by his profession, ho first commenced phyiiciaa 
at Korthampton# where l)r. Stonehouae then pnicuscd,. with such 
reputation and success, that a stranger was not likely to gain 
muud upon him. ^kenside tried the contest awhile; and, having 
deafened tho place with clamours fi)r liberty, removed to Hamp- 
stead, where he rerided more than two years, and then fixed him-^ 
neif in London, the proper place for a man of accomplishments like 
his* 

At London he was known as a poet, but was still to make his way 
&l a physician ; and would perhaps have been reduced to great 
exigences, but that Mr. Hyson, with an ardour of friendship that 
has not many examples, allowed hiinr> three hundred pounds aycaiv. 
Thus supported, he advanced gradually in medical reputation, but 
never attained any great extent of practice, or eminence of popu- 
larity. A physician in^^ great city seems to be the mere plaything 
of fogfcune: his degree of reputation is, for the most part, totally 
oaiiual; they that reject him know not his deficiency. By any 
acute observer, who had looked on the trajisaotious of the medioil 
. world for half a ceatury, a very curious book might be written on* 
the Fortune of Phyridans.'’ * 

, Akeriide appears not to have been wanting to his owjt success ; he 
nlaced himscti in view by all the common methods ;^he became a 
of the Soyal Society; he obtained a deg^e Cambridge; 



6Ss 'tifijs' 'dif' "'iTHE' VoEis'r 

!>«>«%, ft*0iixtlJae to timei » 9 wical iSs^yb o^- 

89 fh6maB'9 Hospital ^ He irtSiad 

tHo <iii^ioift|ii|^ jti Avs^miy i te b<?ga3i f6 gir^a# foy ihe 

Omtiii^ 4 hbttoyy of ^e j^iv4 of lBaS!iiing, flrom IffHca 

He Bpoji;viie|^d; kjid, ik, ,,opOYemi]fpa/Ho v<^y Itiyced 

by ^ B«ibiti|aw bsteiitation of d^^pe 


Ih BiBconrBe pn the J)tKefcte!»y (3701) y^ donsidjMfod m » vmy 
cotiBpictioiis specimen qf Litiniiy, whion entitled Him to the 
Height of ptftoe among the Bcholaxe as he pose^d befoie pmong 
fibe wits; hid he might perhapB have nSipi to k ^Usttir ojo^tinn 
pf cb^maUr, but thht his stuoi^i ^erp ehd«d with his lifbj by a 
putria fevor^ June 23^ 1770; In the forty-iiuth yw of his age. 

"Ahenaide is to be considered as a didactic ind lyyie poet HiS 
great irork is the ♦'PJeasuresof Imagination a i>enormaftco which^ 
nubiishod as it wa'i, at^the age of twenty three^ ^ised expectations 
lhat wqrp not very amply satisfied. It has undoubtedly a just claim 
|o very pwticular notice, as an example of gresii felicity Of gonina, 
nncoinimon amplitude of acquisitions, of a young mih4 stored 
tdih iznageo, and much cxercis(^ in eomblhia^g and comparing 
them ' ‘ ' 


With the philoBophical or religious teneta of the author I hove 
nothing to do ; my business is with his poetry. 5'he subjeot h* well 
dbdsen, as it includes all that can strike or please, and thus 
comp^es prei'y species of poetical delight, The only difliculty ia 
p the choice of examples and illxjsliratKms j and it i» not In 
Bueh exuberance of matter to find the middle point between penury 
and satiety. Th© parts mem artificially disposedi with sutficiont 
coherence, so as that they cafinpt change theif places withoUtipjlury 
tq.the general design. 

Bis images are displayed with, such luxuriimce of expMripn, 
that they are hidden, like Butler^t Moon, by a ** Veil dr pght f’ 
they are forme fantaatically lost under superfiuity of dress. jPurs 
^mma ^s( ipsa puelta sul The words are multiplied till the *oone 
^ hardly perceived; attention deserts the miha* and settjesiti tho 
ear, The rcadei* wandem through i^e gay ditfurion^iiNerimeB 
amaxeja, and ^mctimea delighted, but, after m<iny inmin||t in the 
Bowery labyrinth, cornea oat as he went in. He resp^rked Uttle, 
and laid hold on nothing. , 

To his Yeratfication Justice requires t>;ftt praiao «h6ul4 not he 
denied. In the |ehem fiduication of his Hnea he hi p^ha^ 
l^ri^r ^ any other writer of blank verse ; his itow is »m^th, 
hnd hia na^eu are musi^ ; but the concatenation of his Vfl^ Is 
commonly too. long continued^ and the Ml cjose does mtrr mth 
sAdent frequenoy* The scene is carried on through a long in« 
tertexture of cqmpliicated daxuseS; and, as nothing ii 
nothing is reweinfet^.’' 

The axorptihn wMoh blank verse aifords from the of 



dosing ty scene tlte couplet betraye luxuriant ipd.ftotiw 
miadis into sn^ eellTlndulgmoi tbat.they pile ,upy Itnayi 
oynaiUenfc upon etuamejit. anji ^ not <3kHify to dosii 

sense at ell Bleplfe \eiS:e \ril} tyi^oiro, I fear, be too ffititridi 
in descripilaon exuberant, in urg^cnt iyua<nous, mi jn nerratli^ 
tiresome. , ' , , ' ^ "■ V '-'S'''’ 

, Ilia %tlon k certaiiily poeiicet 'is it SS.jJot’ prosaic, aid elegant ; 
a» it is not vulgar. He ie to be oominended ks heVinr Ibwer arti- 
^coB of disgust >1 mui most pf bbt brethren of the Stpng. He ^ 
xar^y eStbcr rydla , old phrases, br itrista hie hitah iu- 

versiona^; fhe aeisit!. however of his wordi 
ymMf^ iho Qar^ froip Alpine blights f that iS»1^orii , 

the Alps. Apid the,,pfidin^ surely intruto ^St'whlsrt 
ver^ without pedanti^)/i4>^ he tdls hW *^jflinetfi 
Btnted round of Time.^’' S^: .: hV/'. ‘ S. "S 

It is gOnetutty hnpwi to the reade^ of ’^tty ilit W 

rcvifle fm4 iuj^eat this work, but 'died before hk had cmpletild 
his d,<^gn. The Vefomed work as he leJff It, And 
whi ch y had madp^ ai*e vcliry properly mained iU' tb<5> Ikte cbItecM . 
iioto, He.seema to haVe 8pi3)ewhali contract^ his di;^niimi ; but t , 
know not whether hp has gained in closeness'^ ivhat hh: h<iw loat '^b 
splendour. In the additiond book, the Tale W SolAU*' *®' to 
long. ./y^*' 

Otteitoaii 4^cct of thi^ ppcun. littery' p^’^perly censifed %'hir. 
Walkeiv uulesB it may y his defence^ that' what' he |iw 

ottiittod was «6t ,prop^*ly in his plkn. “His pii^ure of mai‘# 
grand and beaiitiMt out unfinisbed. The iminortklify of thO’ softly 
which is the natural consequince of the appetites and powers 
ia invented with, is scarc^y once hinted throu|[hout ihb pyi®. 
Thfe doyit"n:?0y ib, amply supplied by. the masterly pencil of Hr, 
Young; who, like a good philpaopher, has invincibly pVoved the 
immortality of man, from the grandeur of his oouceprions,,ah8 the 
meanness and misery of , his state; for this reason,; a few' passiagea \ 
selected from the ' Sight Thoughts/ whichi with those from ; 
Akenside, seem to a complete view of the pdwers, sithatlthi; , 
and end of mam^—'^Bxcrcisee for Improvement in ^locurion/ p. . 

0ia.pthe^ poems are now to be coniddered ; but a Bbort,coh8id^r-> 
atioh will de^patoh them, It is not easy to ghess why he wddicti^ 
Mtoskll eu dHigentty to lyric poet^i haying neither the ease ahd ' 
airihcBB of the lighter, nor the vehemence and blcvation of the 
giSwider odo^ When be lays Ms ill-fated hkhda upon hiB hafe hift 
Joiner powers seem to desert Mm ; he has no longer M^MXwahce 
of axi>teeBlon, nor variety of images. His tbbughis atb coii^ and 
his words iUmegant. Yet such was his love of 'IvricW, riiai, hayiAg 
writtep with gteat vigour and poigUap^ his ’^'fepisile to Ouriof* 
he tijaiAiiod it ai^Jfvrards Jnto^a^ ooe dittgraceful only t6\ii» 
aul^OT, ^ ' 

{i^Of Ms odes nothing favotirable can be said; the Bentimeuis , 
ccwigtisMy ikaat force, nature, <w novelty ; ,th.d diclibn is aomeibnei 
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liai&li aud utM»nith» the ftteza« lll-cohsiructed and uikpl^aeaiit» and 
the rhymea diaaouantf or disposed* too distant from each 

other* or amnirrd with too little regard to established nee* and 
therefore perpla^in^ to the ear* whioh in a short compositiaii has 
not time to grow familiat' with an innovation. 

To examine wjjch ootnpoaitionH singly cannot he rcqoired,* they 
have donhtkw brighter and darker parts: bat* when %y ato 
once found to be geuerally dull* all further labour may be ^ared ; 
for to what us^ c&h the work bo odticised that vriU not bo road 1 


GBAY. 

^ s 

TnoJtfAS the son of Kr. Ir'hiUp Gray* a scrivener of bondmi* 
was bom at Oornhiil, Kovomber 20, 17U!. His grammatical edu- 
cation he received at Eton, under the care of Mr. Antrobus, Ms 
mother's brother, then asaistot to JDr. Gi*orge ; and when he left 
school, in 1731, entered a pensioner at PeiemouBe in Cambridge. 

The transition from thA school to the collcj^e is, to most young 
scholars, the time from which they date , their years of manhood, 
liberty, and happiness; but Gray seeiUs to have been veiw little 
deligiited with academical gratiucations j he liked at Cambridge 
neither the mode of Hie nor the fashion of study, and lived sullenly 
on to the time when his attendance on Icctofes was no longer re- 
quired. A$ he intended to profess the Common Ijaw, he took no 
degree. . 

when he had been at Cambridge about five years, Kt. Horace 
Walpole, whoa© friendship ho had gained at Kton, iuvitad him to 
travel, with him as his companion They wanderCd through France 
into Italy; and Gray's Lettew contiiinavery pleasing account of 
many parts of their journey. But unequal fri^tjjflbips arc easily 
dissolved : at Florence they quarrelled and parted | fmA MV. 
pole is now content to have it told that it was by his If we 
look, however* without prejudice on the world, wo shall find that 
men, whoso consciousness of their own merit sets them above, the 
oompliancea-of servility, are apt enough in their asiiociation With 
superiors to watch their owii dignity with trtolesorue and punctili* 
bus jealousy, and in the fervour of independence to exact th£it 
tendon wMch they refuse to pay. Part they did* whatever Va» 
^the quarrel; ahd the rest of their travels waa* doubtless mm un- 
pleasant to thorn both. Gray continued hia journey id a mahiior 
eoitable to his own little fortune* with only an occasioiial servant. 

, H® returned to Snglahd in September* X7il ) and in about two 

months afteriivafrds buried hie father, ^who hndi byafi iagudioiuiw 



WfiwU of itjpoStt Jiow, fia a*toch Iei8iima4- 
thn.t Qi^iy ti^ouglii btmsolf top pwr tins He 

fore retiroi to Cambridge^ where! be eopit ate becf^me of 

Civil Law> imd where, withottlllkiBg tboplaoe ca! }ite iohaMtanii 
or professing in like them, he paeied^.'eSEoopt, a «ho»t reaider^ee at 
Lojadon, the rest of hifl iife„ ’■ ■ ■■.,■- , 

Ah^ ihifl time he wH& depnv^sd of »* the Wa of a ohari- 

ooljor of Ireland, a iftiendoifli whona je appe^ to hiveeet a high 
value, aiuj wko tleserve^ Ms eaieem ht the powere;which -he ehewa ' 
in his betters, and in, tbp <M)de to wbioh Hr* Mason baS 
preserved, aa well aa by tbe sincerity with wbioh, when toy sent 
part 61 Agrippina,” a tragedy that be bad just begnn, b6 gave an 
0 }>inion whiph probably iiiteroeptod the progresaof the' work, and 
wbicb the jiidment of every mdet wi^l oonbripa* It was cktainly , , 
no loss to the EngUab stage that " Agrippina” waiJ never iinisbed* 
lu tlds year (lTi2) Omy teeiUB to have applied k^mself serimudy 
to x^oetry; for iii thB year werp produced tbe "Ode to Spring,” 
Lie " Prospects of 13ut»/’ and im “O^e tonAdversit)^” Ho b^an 
likewise a Latm poem, " He pcixudpils oogitandi.” , . j / : , 
it may kt oolketed from the narrative of Hr. Mtffioaii that big 
tot ambition was to have cxcalled in Latin ^poetry ; perhaps it 
were reasonable to wii?h that be bad prosecuted^ biy ;d<«.ign * for, 
though thero is at present lojne embarrawent ,ia bis pbm»j giid , 
aome hmhnm in his lyric numbers, liis oopiobme^ of kijgtittge is, 
«ttob m very few possess ,* and bia lines, even whcii impej^bot, dia* 
cover a .writer whom praitioe would have made skilful , 

He now lived on at Feterhonae, very little solicitous what others ! 
did or thought, and cultivakd his mind and enlarged his views 
without any other puipose thau of improving m^d amusing him’* 
'self ; when Mr. Mason being elcnte^ Fellow of Fmbrofce flail,, 
brought him a oompanion wiib was afterwards to be his editor, ^nd 
whose fondness and bdolity hae kindled in him a zeal of admiration 
which cannot bo reasonably expected from the neutrality of a 
stranger, and thn coldrwess of u entie. , 

Hi this retiremdnt be wrote (1747) an Odt on the " Heatb of Mr^ ,i 
Walpole’s and the year afterwards attcnjpfeed a poem of more ! 
importance, on " Hovornment and Education," of which tbe fragt* ; 
meints whiok remains have many excellent lities. ; ^ / 

'His; next production (1760) was jiis fardained In the 

Cfburckyard/; whioh> finding its way into a Magajsino, first, I be- " 
lieve, made him knowix to the public , 

An invitation fronPliady^obbam about this time gave oeosfeslon 
to an odd composition ealled "A Long Rtory,” wlricb ad<fe little to 
Omy’e character. ^ 

Several of bis.pieces were published (1 75S) with designs by 
Bentley x *md, that toy ^%ht in eomo tom or other make a. hof^ ; 
only one feide of each leaf was printed, I believe the poems aiH 
the platea recommonded each other so well, that the whcM iifir 
prertdn w«b soon bought, This fm Iw lost his mother. • / , ; 

- , , . ^ , n . , ,'V; / 
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3^^111^ 'Mu 6f ilie' 
wte jXk^iijs^ mir«tted tke^j^y^sfi 
hiiii l>y lbe<m«ni iktf Wttb nOkea^^id, as . ils said, by 

y^i ai^br© otfbnait^ JiSBoWiac^, bating eh* 

dt^oalt loir a hbileyb^ r^preae^lei i'O to pf Ifee BbShty, 

omohg wbpttiy ycmaplg, be had no friends ; Ahd, iih9ih| hiS hPhi* 
pkittt lUtk aStdpd, reihpVed JAbSelfte b' 

hitl^ bS ihihUiihed the P!ir%S'<£»^ ef Phefer'" f^1?he Baird/’ 
tlivo cpihpoaitieaB at which thh bf pbbtiy at tet ebii- 

tenl to gaae in mute sLmAs^meut. Some that jkiedtbbzh eoufesaed 
their inahiBiy td undetstahd tk^, though Withurten a^id. that 
they wbPb hh 4 erttb (4 as iho worfia of itiltbn ah 4 Shake- 

«mre, rwhieh'H/ia the fashion to adkirb. patribk w^te a few 
llnefe hi theii^'jaraiie. Some hardy champions updeittiPk to meue 
thbm j and in a shon jfhany were conteht to bo 

She^h hfikpl%S'i^hich they co^ 

Grayb ttputatibn wij^nbw so high, that, after the death of Cib- 
hbryhe bad the honouirof refiAg tie . laurel, which was tlieh fe 
ftWbd tm Mr, WhUehead. ' 

Hk euHpsity, hot long aft^i 4^w him away from Catiibndgte to 
a hear thb idwtik, i!»:here he resided near three 

r^i%ahd trahsmihing; ibd# a$ kr as can be diB00A^ered|>eTy 
little affected by t#o*odeS oh “ObiiySoh*’ and ^•Obscurlly,*’ in , 
which his lyric |>erfbrinanOee !we ridiculed with mhoh oontompt^ 
and much iugenUity. • „ ; 

When tlie profesaor of Mlodern Itktorjr at pambrbke died^ hb ilreS, 
a» he pays, cbckerfed and fipirited up” tilt ho ashed it of tiOrd 
Bute, who sent him a civil refusal; and the place was given to Mr. 
Bwiet, tb d‘ttttor of Sir James LoWtbbr. * 

His oouBtitiil'icm was weak, and, belioviiig that hte health waft 
promoted by exercise ahd change of jiiaoe, he undertook ( 17 0 d) a 
journey ihtb Scotland, of which ,hk accopat, as far as it eitehdi^ is 
veqr outleus attd elegant t for, as hiti comptehetudoa was ftkpbi his 
ounosdty extended to aft thb wdrkb of art, all the appemincuB of 
aathte, and 41 ih^ monuments of pa^ hVehtS. Bb katUiblly eon- 
tbcthd a meml^hip with Dr. Beattie,' whom hefoun<t p |kbt, a phi- 
losopher, .ajid a good man. I'h© MaTeschal Cbllekb at itlmraebn',, 
o|fe)red him the jegrbfe of Doctor of Daws, which^ laying emitted ^ 
to take it at Camb^djge, he thought H decent to Muse. . - ; , f 

What ho had iorpierly solicited in vaiu was at last given wfthbut 
fiplicijbation. ’f he Professorship of HiMofy l^ebkme O^ih Wcant, 
and he rOceivM ( 1768 ) 9 .n offer of it from the Bute© df Ora^i|.f — 

; H« accepted, and retaihdd it to hiS death 1 4^^,desighSng loc- ’ 
tureSr 'but never reading them ; uneasy at his iregjeci of dufy, M 
appeasing his uneasine^ with designs of reiSormatioi^ ind with a 
y^blutlbi^ which ho bolioVbd himlsolf to have made, ripping 
: hb ofece, if ho ftmnd himself unaMb to dkchso'ga ii ' ' 

i IB health made another Journey heceSBary, aid hh vhdkii (Itd^ ) 
Westmorland Bumheflpi that reads ma oplstotky hatfa* 
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iion vifihes, that to travel, and to tell bifi trav^la, had been moto <f 
hk omplojmejtit ; Imt it in hy at bown^ that 9 lt>* 

tain th« ability of ttavellir^g with iutoiUgoncc and improvoininit. 

Hie travels end hie efpduie mte mt thoir Tho gont» 
of whicJh ho had enatainad wraj^iy^ w^h attaoha, fell upon his to- 
ma^, and* yielding to no m^^dnnnea, pfodnoed etnong touvnkiot^e# 
•which (July SO, 1711^) terminated in dWth. 

Hi| oharator 1 am willing to adopt, as Hr. Maaon has done, ton 
a letEer to my friend Mr. JFWwcU, hy the iSev. WUliam Temple, 
rotor of St Glovw, in, Cornwall; and am ftp trilling aahjftwarmeet 
well* wisher to believe it trae. 

Perhaps h« was the most learned mftn in Burotm He was 
oq[naljy aoij|<iaiated with the elegant and profound parts of sci«n(% 
and that not eupeihcially, bnt thoroughly. He hoaw every 
of history* both natural and d\il ; he had Md aU the original his- 
tonans of hlngland* Praiioe, and ltat^> and was a great smiiquariaku 
Criticism, metaph^ics morals, politics, made a prlntSpft}^ phtt ot 
his study; voyages and travels of 'all sorts wme hw favourite 
amusement , and he had a iiim taste in painfing, prints, arteh^tec* 
ture, and gardening. With aaeh a fund of kpou ledge, hi-^ convor- 
eation was CMually interesting aiid entertaining ; but be ^ae also i 
good man, a man of virtue and humsmity. There is no eharacter 
without some speck, some imperfection ; and I think fehb greatest 
defect in bis was an aifeefcation of delioody, or rather etfemlnocy, 
and a Tisibl© ibstidiousnom, or coptempt and disdain of his >nie* 
riors In scienc-. He also had, in some degree, that woaktieiss which 
disgusted ITollaire so amob in Mr. Congreve . though he seemed to 
value othcfft ohiedy according to the progress he had made in knOW^ 
Itidge, yet ho could not bear to bo considt red merely or a man ol 
letters ; and, though without birth* or furtune, or station, his desire 
was to Im looked upon Sc a private,, iudepeiident gentleman, who 
read for hi*^ itmuisement. Perhaps it may be siud, what signifies so 
much knowledge, when it produced so lit Ufe ^ Is it w oxth taking m 
much paims, to Imve no memonalH but a few jK^ems i But let it 
be considered that Mr. ^Iray was to of hors at least lunocently eta* 
ployed, to himself certainly beueiaially. His time pa^^ed agr^’W^- 
bjy . hte was every day miiking some new acqulfcitiop. in acienoe , h3« 
mind was enW^Jed, his heart softened, hie virtue strengthened ; the 
world and mankind waft shown to him without a mask ; and he •#«» 
taught to consider c> ory thing as tricing, and pnworthy the atten- 
tion of a wise mm, except the pursuit of knowledge and practice 
of virtue, in that atato wherein Ood hath placed tm.” 

To this character Hr, Maaox? has added a more particular account 
of»Oray*8 skill in a(ioh>CT He has remarked* that Orhy's effeminacy 
WM affected most ** before those whom he did not wash to please^ 
and that he is unjustly charged with making knowledge his sole 
reason, of prefereimr, as he paid hk esteem to none whom he did 
not likewise believe to be good. • 

VOtat has occurred to me from the slight inspection of his Letteia 
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in Wbioli my tii3t^erta}ci% m& i^i that Ms ^Itid Imd a 

Mg^1p9»p; that fei» was ttulimifced, and hia jud|*toettt 

cultivated i that he im a iuan likely ie letanaueh where he leved 
at al! } hht that he ^vli^ i^^ious and hard te ple^ase^ Hia centj^i^, 
however, is often emphi^^where I hope it wilt heaWrhred^ upon 
toepticism and Supdeitty;': "SSa short aceohnfc of BhaAcsbnry I wiB 
' ' 'V v\'' ,' . ' ■ . ' - . ' 

^^ You say yoh cannot conceive howXord.plm|loshury dame to he 
a philosopher in Vogue j I will tell ym ; hwfc, he wi^a ford; Seddiftd- 
ly, he was as vain m any of hk readers ; thirdly, jaxea are very prone 
tcrheliavo what they do nOt nndemtand ; fourthly^ they will helieve 
imy thing at all, provided ihpy are under iio ohij^tion to heUeve 
it'; fifthly, they Mve to take a new road, even wheh that re«d‘ leads 
no where; sixthly, he was reckoned a fine writer, fund seems always 
to mean t^hn he <ndd. Would you have any more reasons I 
An intervid forty years haa pretty well destroyed the charm., 

A dead ford rKnks with commoners ; vanity is no longer intferested 
in fho matter for a new road hai-heooine an old one,'' 
ik^. Mason has added, #<nn his own knowledge, that, thdugh Gray 
was poor, he was not eager of money;, and that, out of the little 
that he, had, he woe very willing to help the necessitous. i; > 

As a writer ho had this peculiarUv, that he did not write his 
l>ioceA first rudely, and then correct them, hut laboured every lino 
m It arose in the train of composition; aud ho had a notion not 
very peculiar, that he could not write Wt at certain timeSi or at 
happy momerifes; a fiintastio foppery, to which my k1ndne*m for a 
man of learning and virtue wishes him to have been superior. 

Gray’s Poetfy is now to be considered ; and i hope not to be look- 
ed on aa an enemy to hia name; if X contras that 1 contemplate it 
with less plc;^sure than his life. ^ V 

Ifis *'Ode on Spring” has something poetical, both iUoiiho lan- 
guage and the thought; but tfie lan^tuage is too luxuriant, and the 
though ts have nothing new. Thiiia has pf late arisen a piaotiw of 
giving to adjectives derived from substantives the tcmihatimi of 
pai'ticiples ; such as the cuhimJ, plain, the dauc^ bank ; but 1 was 
sorry to soe^ in the lines a scholar like Gray, the Bpting. 
The morality i« natural, but too stale ; the conclasidn is pretty. 

Tho phom On the Cat” wua doubtless by its author consiacred 
os a trifie ; but it i.-? not a happy trifle. In the tirnt stanza,, **ihe 
tt^ure flowers thai bldtf ’ ahe ws resolutely a rhyme is sometimes made 
Aen it caunot esslly be found. Selima, t h c Cat, is called a nymph, 
with«ome violence bath to language and sense ; but there Is no 
geoJ use made of it when it is done; for of tH^ twu ifoea, ,* 

' f Wlu<i Ofmaie heart can ' 

W'hat to tf»3) ? , 

t|s first relates merely to the nymph, and the second only to the 
ca%. The sixth stan;i^ contains a melancholy truth/ tibri a 
.TOuritehasuoirfoAd/' but the last ends in a pointed »ptemJe:?f 
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m r«laiioix io ih^ pttrpo^ ; i£ wM glkkrcd |iad bte 
vroul4.|«)t bftTC jjpao Into ibo md, if baC wt, 
lesa have been droif^D^ad; ' ■ , v • ' ,. '■ v ' v 1 ,;, 

” Profepect Ekitt Of»lle^o*' wjjg^eats ua&tig to t3i?a5; wMoli 
every teboite 4»e» »o<i eqwtilly tbiokland feel. JSiB'»^lppUcati<«i ' 
to f to toll Mixti wbo .di;lve$,tb 0 <k toB&d9th0 « 
Wb is usota ajfd puerile. EatbOf 'f hames b&s uo better toeau/i ^ 
ofbjieiviug than MipseUi HJs epithet^ 2jbjUia®a,b k not' ek^ 
eant ? be eeoms nol; to uuderatand tiwi work. , *?lray ftougW' bk, 
Taucfnage rum poo^oal $e it w^ tuore remote ior.commou u^e;. 
Ending ih Bryden honey redoieufc of Bpringr' an ej^preBsbn that , 
re^hm the, utmost limit# ol' our lnn^age^ ^Iray drove it a little 
mbrel^youd Oommoii apprehensieii# |>y making *^gaW' ti> be *'re^ 
dolentofjoy aiidmiiiK- ;'’■> - r\ 

■ ; Of thp *5 Ode ea Adversity,'’ U»e Mot wau at liiat tatairom 0 
Diva, ^gis Antium^^ but Gray has eseelW, hk oa^- , 

nal by the variety of lik sen timents, and by their moriijjwiieaiidn; 
Of this piece, at oaeo poetical ahd raiioaj^ 1 irill aot,\hy Blight ob- 
jeetioas, violate the diguity. , ' % 

My prooo^ jhaa notr brought ua© to, the Wonder ©f 

Wbndem/’ the two Bister Odesi % which, th 0 i:^li neiller vulrfJ^, 
igaorance or cpiumon sense at drat tttuvcxmWy tejeated,them^.inmiy 
have Ixm «inc© pemnaded to think ihemaelves dtjliight^. X am; 
<m© of those that tm willing to- bn pkMed, and therhlbre would 
gladly hnd the mcmitiiigof ih© drat sfcani5a of the Progress of Poetry*'' * 
Oray aefems in hi» xiipture to oonfound the images of “ <Fi>i!^t;adinig ‘ 

. sound, running water.’* A *! stream of iiiiusi<f’’ may be allowed} 
but Whore does “music/' however “Bmooth and strong/', after hav- 
ing visited the “verdant val<^, rowl down the steep amain/? so as> 
that ** rooks and nodding groves rebellow to the roar p If .this be - 
said of Music; it U nonseu ®© ; if it be said of Water, it is nothing to 
ib© piirpase. ■ , ' ' ' : ' ' 

Tim Bocond etsnx?)c exhibiting Matfs cat and Jove’s ©agio, is ulll.^ 
woiihy of farthor wotim (Criticism disdains to ohas© a echoobboy - 
© hk"©0toinotj^placcs. - - 

To' the thirji it may likewise be objected, that it is drawp.ftam;: 
mythplbgy, though such a© .may be more ©i;aily tiiissimilated.'to r«ml 
life; idalia’s “ velvet grocu” te something ©f o^it. An epithet or- 
me'taphiif drawn fVom.Kature'ennebica Art: an epithet or metu'-, 
phor diwn from Avt legrades hTature. -* Gray k tooiond ef 'wordni 
arbitrarily ctimpoundod. “Many-T winkling” wa&formoTlyeeuaured ' 
osjtoi Msiogijcabi we may soy “msuiy spotting/’ This etanaa^vhow- 
ever, has something,, {leasing, ' 'i'- . ..... ' 

th«.acoon4 ternary of sta^u^as, the flr^ pndeayotiiiwto tellAomo- ; 
thing, and would have told it’, had it not bo^ ©roused by Hyperion ; : 
the second doRcribes W’dlenpugh the universal im>Vak7ice of poetryj' 
but I am.atlraid that the concluaiuu will, j^tohrise from th© prcjUkoR, 
The cavetBsuf the E^orth and the plain# ©f Chili are not the res^** 
deaw Gioiya^d gonwus Shame/* But that Pee^Fy and Vir- 
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ua gd u in,' o|>kiio^'^ ]^lea»i% il4i 1 19 ^ fb^^ye . 

hiiik wWr«M;v^ ^ ti!3i£ak‘itii'^^^ : . , 

^Jie third utilhzii «otods with Mphi/' ami and 

, Ilta«ti?i/' and ** Me^nhdfr ” and ^*halk)w^ed fsmtktaittisi/? and 
Aohnd f\ hut ill all €iacny^ dries th^ is ahind bf rmmhrnu* ftplendtmr 
•whioh m wish flia position is at last s In ith^: tijriifjp 
Banto and l*<itrarch/from whom wo derive uur lirst a^choelof pijaa* 
tyj, Italy was oVdr rnn hy *'t.yrattt powei^' and ** onward vice f nor 
wis otir fttat^ much hei^r when we first borrowed the Italian aHs. 

W the third ternary, the fiii^ ^yeft a lOyttw^flo^ioal Hrth of 
j$|fhh(^poare. What is said of tM ini|hty ^nlua is true ;; but H is 
not s^lhW^Iy •„ the roal etec^ of this poOtinaJ fio^ aripit out 
of sijibt % IMjiliipj) of hiacbinery* Wheroimth li ’auffe<ne»t to 
fi^tue tnind,fibti6n is .worse' than useless ; the oonntosfait 

hIs :ifceo<W*t of MUfcoh's blindnass, it' we ijtip|w»e It mtisad by 
study Mj\'thcf formation of his poem^ n BUppO(dtionte«^y aHowible^ 
k^oefcioatly true, and happily ama|jifted- Bat the mr of l>ydenp 
with hia' livo ht# nothin^ in it peculiar; it kfi car im'Whioh 

any other rider may be placed* 

**The Bard,*' appear)?, at the first view, to be, nsAl^arotti and 
others hare remhAed, an Imitation of the prophecy of JN'htnu#. 
AJgarotti thinks it superior to 'it| original ; and, if iirelhrctice dtv 
pends only on the imaj?pary and hniniation of the two poems, his 
Jadijmertt is right.' There h in The Bard” dioro fo!n6^> more 
thought^ and more variety. But W copy is less thati to invent, and 
the copy has b«jcn unhappily produced at a Wrong time. The fiction 
of Horace was to the Koriians credible; but tie revival disfensts us 
with apparent add utigonqueraWe fiilsehoocii fnrri^‘M<ie^ mi. 

To Holcct ti singular event, mid swell li to a giiatV Jbdlfe by fabU'* 
lotts appendagos' of spectres and pTnaictiona,; has little dimodlt^ 
for he that ifbmkes the probable maf always find the marvellous. 
AnditUaRUtdie use; we aro<*fihotea only as we believe ; We arc 
improved only as we find sometbuiig to be Imitated or declined. : I 
do not see that *"The B<ird'‘ promotes any truth, moral oy pwtieal. 

His stamas are too long, especially his epodos; Hie odp i^finkhod' 
bejfore ^e ear has Iwn^Sl its measure; and cons^UefiUy Wore it 
receive pleasure frem their consouaneo and recurrences ' . . 

Of the first stansia the abrupt beginning hsk beoh celebrfeted i 
bai toctaiical beautaCB can giveprai<k only to the inventor* His 
in the power of any man to rikh abruptly u^a hi» that 

read the ballad ot Johnny AmUreny, ^ \ ; 

^ A.maaiuall 

The mitral resemblances, or illiteratione; 

6r hauberk/^ ate Ixflow thiagmndcur of a poem that anfiehyohm at 
sr.blimity. ,' ' ' . ■ ’ 

In the second stanaa the Bard is well desoribed: but in tlm third 
wc have the pueriliti^ of obsolete mythology. Whin fite tedd 
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Pluilimmon Ixw liis 

ffom tJiB repoUtka a taJo th&|^ ifim wKcaii ^ liea^ iriw v 
idtii.ecorw. V'! ^ \ v '^' ■^.^' ‘ ‘ \\ 

/ * 

tbft theiJ^ feoVaveiy,; wiw v^ 

p«s% tfhi work of ffcattjje pot^ois, &i the aoife of apiaa^f ,tW tkwdi;, 
of Iniji 'k ' aaottoo^, myihoiogy* 3a alwaya di^pjroaa j . 

kka mado wasama of ^aaj^ltered l^arda l}j a iit^oa batia^l^ua. ' 
kcoa^raoal . tEoa called apoa to <^ WeavoilWv,wk|p;^ 

wwe t^e woof,*' porhape witk ao ^«t pi^priety; for it is % 
croSaiig 0o<»/ wiilithe warp ikat aloaakke tjie w^fe or pioc?#; i 
aad the iirat liae im dearly boagii.t fey the adtaMoa 
oor^jeepoad^ati Give amjdo ro6ia >nd verge ©a^aipV’^, He to, 
tower, »o otlier to aa bad. ; » 

the third dmm M aetooj^d ttoarjr ia co^ 
toot‘d inerlt The persoamcatiott i« dktecfe.1 ^d, 
art not alike ; and their featirfea, to make tlio i ii5ia|fi5ry pet- 
foofc, ahoald toe feeen disonuunaied* ' vb are told, in the 8|iae 
atanza^ how towers arc fed,” But I will ao longer ioolt: for patti* 
cukr tattUfl i yet let it l>e ohaciw^tkat th^5 ode kight toe been < 
eon^adtd with aa^aotion of better example ; feat aaioide ia alway® 
to bo liad, without ©xpenae of thought ; , 

'fheeo odeaiMce by glittering atxsaniuktlfi^ of ungbacefta 

oTUameht; th^ ©trike, rather than pJeaso ; tlk tog<^ 
fied byaffeoMion; tho langimj?© i© labonrw into harabaese. TO©; 
mind of the writer .see rhs to work with tmnatnral iritdehco. 
ble, double^ toil and trouble.” . He has a kind ^ struithig dignity, 
ivud ia Ul4 by walking da tip.toe. Hi», art and kh juggles are t'm, 
VjsiblOi.and there »i 0 o Iktl© app^irancw of csto and natar©. 

Til my ttoh© has'no beaunesi, |ro«ld be unjust;, a manlike 
him, of great karalng and great iodhstry, oould hot hut , produce 
something valuahie. Wto ho pioasea least, it can only bo said 
tto a good design was ilWircctcd* , 

Ills tramiations uf Northern and ^elsli IVtry dtow, praise; 
the imigery i« pmorved, perhaps often improved; buX’w© lad* 
guag© is unlike the, togto© of other poata. / ^ ^ , 

In the oharaotor of hia liliegy 1 r^oioe to oOnonr iidtli fhe com- 
mon reader; for by the common senee of md|Ewe* , 
wilti library prejudices, after all th© retommuk of Sttblility apd 
de^ltoto of ieandng, must be iSnally decided ©tt claim to po©t^ 
oli honours. TO© ^'Ohm-eb'yarcT! abounds with imagee wHim'IW 
n mirror in ©Wy miSlj and with,B©«tirnenla ttt , 5 vhioh ©very bosojh m 
, r©tftirtl® an ©oho. TO© foar atanzas, beginning ^T©t ©yen these | 
to ***? original : 1 have n^©r UotioJ)^ ih to | 

e ^Wsa'mai, mattoiminijtdtsbijdd ^ -'• ' 

CaatakeSnaU; mdv©r|»«fc'ato|ff^ * 

4' , ‘ ; 
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ot^ plftisd I he ireaidB tH«m here penmileft him&iM thai he 

haa ftlwftjKfi im them* Had Oi:ay writteu often thhf)> it had hmi 
vaiA to hlamoi uM Wifm to praise him. ^ 


LYTYEl.TO'N. 

tiisOB(}» IttmiTOK, the 45on of Sir Thomas Lyttelton^ of H^ley, 
in WotxJoetershire, was boru in 1T09. lie was educated at-Kion, 
where he waft fto mtmh diatm^nished* that liis exerciaca were re« 
oommended m modeU to his fti^^ocdfoilowa. 

From he ^ent to Chriat-chnreh, were he retained the same 
repiat&ti<m of anperiority, and displayed his abilities to the public 
in a poem on **filenhoim.” 

He was a i^ry carlj Writer^ both in verse and prose. Hie 
I’l'ogre^a of Lovo/’ and bis “ iWsian iitUert./' were l>oth writtou 
when he was \ery young; and iiidced the character of a 3 otuig 
man is very visible in iw>th. The rohcs uaut <>i‘ shepherds and 
flocks^ and crooks, dressed with bowers; and the Ijcttera hare 
BOiiK thing of that indlstimt and headstrong ardour f<*r Ubrity 
width J4 man of genius always catthtrt when ho enters tho Vrotld, 
vtind always BUilVts to cool «'• he paase'» for wanl 
^ He staid not long iu Hxford , i\\t in i Vio bo began hi? travels, 
and saw Pmueeand Italy. 'Whoii be rotursp’d, h( obtauusd a scat' 
in T’arUamcnt, and soon distuispiishcd hioisidf among iho most 
eager oj>poncnts of Sir Kobeit >\alpolfe, bis lather, W'ho w'os 

a Coinuu^^imior of the admiraltv. always v< tcd wdih the Court 
^ For many /oars tlio uaiae ot U/u>rge 1 yttelton vi^jj seen in ov< ry 
aecouTit of every debate iu the H-ove of Commons He opposed 
tho stuuding army ; he opp< sed <b* o:xci«e ; ho f^ipported the mo 
tion for lujtitlorung tho King tc remove \Vfd)»ok'. Hi« zeal was 
considered by the caurtieVH not only as violent, but as acrimouious 
and malignant; and, when Walpoic wns nt lost hunted irom his 
places, every elfort was made by his fri^nd-i, and wjwiy Mends ho 
had, to exclude Lyttelton irom the Seciet Committoft, 

Tho iVincfl of Walaa, being driven from ’'James’s, kept a 

separate court, and opened his arms to the opponents of the minis- 
try, Mr. LytteUon became his fiocrctiity, and wai^ fiupposed to 
have great Sniluehce irt the direction of hv.-i conduct. He per^ 
ftviaded hU tnaster, whose business it was now to be pnpular, that 
he would advanco his character by patronage. Mallet was made 
undor^seoretary, with 200b and Thompson had 4t i>ehaiop of lOOf. 
^yeax. For Thomson Lyttelton Jilwaya retained his kindness, and 
w^s able at last to place him at ease. 

Moore courted his fhvoor by an apologetioal poom^ called The 
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Trial of for wMch heVat paid wltli kind Worda, ivliicb, aa 
is eomittoia^ ranted great hopes, that wore at last dieappoiAtGd, 

I^yttekon now stood in the first rank of onpoidtlon ; and Pope, 
who was incited, it is not to say how, to iuorease the clamonr 
^inat the xnintetry, oouimondod mm among the other patriota. 
This drew upon him the reproaohee of fox, who, in the hotuae, im** 
puted to him m a crime hia intimacy with a lampooner $o unjust 
and licentious. Lvttelton supported hie friend ; and replied, that 
he thdUghl it an honour to be rooelyed into the tamiliarity of so 
greet a poet. 

While he was tlnis conspicuous, he married nVlt) Mi ah Im^y 
Portesctte of Devonshire, by whom ho had a son, the late Lord 
Lyttolto. and two daughters, and with whom he appear® to have 
lived in the highest degtee oi connubiai felicity : but human plea« 
fiurefs are short ; she died in oluld bed about five yearn afterwiu‘ds ; 
and he solaced his grief by writing a long poem to her momory. 

Ho did not, however, condemn himself to perpetual solitude and 
sorrow ; for, after a while, he was content to seek happiftObS again 
by a second marriage with the daughter oLSir Kobert Rich ; but 
the eaporimeiit was unsuccessful. * • 

At length, after a long struggle, Walpole gave way, and I'onour 
and profit wore distributed among his conquerors. Jiyttelton was 
made (1744) one of the Lords of the Treasury ; and from that time 
was engaged in supporting tho schemes of the ministry. 

did not, however, so much engage him m to withhold 
his thoughts f^m things of more impoitanco. He had, in the 
pride of juvenile confidenoo, with the help oi corrupt conversation, 
cnlertainod doubts of the truth of Ohiistianity ; but ho thought 
the time now come when it was no longer lit to doubt or believe 
by chance, and applied himself seriously to the great question, 
llis fitiidic** being honest, ended in conviction, lie foftnd that re- 
ligion was true j and what he had lenfnLd he endeavoured to teach 
(1747) by Observations on the OonverMon of fcifc. Paul;” a 
treatiso to which infidelity lias never been able to fabricate a spe- 
cious answer. This book his lather had the ha}>pmeRB of W'eing, 
and eixprossed his pleasure in a letter wliich deserves to be inaorted. 

“I have road your religious treatise with infiuiio pleasure and 
saiisfacUtm. The style is fine and clear, the arguments close, 
cogent, and irresistible, May the King of kings, whose glorious 
cause you have so well dclondcd, reward your pions labours, and 
grant that J may bo found worthy, through the merits of Je^'We 
Christ, to be an eye^wfitnesfl of that happiness which 1 don’t doubt 
he will bountifully bestow upon you. in tho mean time, 1 shall 
never cease glorifying Ood, for having endowed you with siich use- 
ful talents, and giving me so good a son. 

Tour affectionate father, ^ 

Tnonas Ltirstroa.” i 



640 


tvm» OF Fill? i?OBSTB. " 

A lew f&m (1735), by the ^eeth el hie l&ther> he 

iulioiitea a bai^ct’g ilsifcte with a large estate* which, though ;^er- 
hape he did hot angotieht, he waa oaro^l to adorn by a hohte of 
great etega^iee aua cic»enoe, and by laUdh attentioE io the decor- 
ation el the|»ark. 

Ab he coatihfted Me aoiivliy in parliament* he waa gradually 
advancing hie claim to prodt and end accordingly 

nm made in time n755) cofferOT and privy counoellor : thi<|> glace 
he exchanged htat year fot the great office, of chancellpr <n the 
ExcboqOer ; an office, however, that r<Mj[iured entoo qualifications 
which he i»oou pt'rc(ivcd himself to w^i. 

The year after, his cuiiosify led him into ^ales* of whioh ho 
has given an aOoonnt, perhaps rather \\ilh too much alTcctAion of 
delight, io Archibald Bower, a man of whom h^ has oonceived an 
opinion hwum t^vonrable than he seems to have doaieWei and whom, 
haviafitoi?Spoused his ijitertst a»d famo, he was new pOrtwaded 
to Sower, whatever was hi^ moral character, did not 

wai4 abilities ; attached as he tW by an universal outcry, m it 
semns, the echo of ir#h, he kept h^s ground ; at last, when his 
devende began to fail him, he sallied out upon his ftdvemarj<% and 
his advet^irjes lefereSted. 

About this time Lyttelton published hw **I)ialogwes of the 
Lead,’' which were very eagerly read, the prod not ion father, as it 
fcvems, of leisaro than of study : rather t jruwions than coiup»*85tiou0. 
The numos of his persons too often enabtt* the readi r to miticipato 
their convoisatiou ; and, uheii they have mef, they foo oHeit 
pai‘t without any conclubion. He has ('opiod Konchm moio thwk 
Fonfconelh*. 

WhtMi they were published, they wore V.indly Commended 
by the ^*C{;itienl ilevicuors," and now Lyttelton, with humble 
gratitude, returui^d, in a note which i have read, aihiiowledajments 
which can never be proper, siuce they must be paid 6tt«tr for 
' lldtteiy or f(»r jintice. 

When, in tho Utter part of the last leign, the inauspicious 
coiiamcnocment of the war madj the difesolution of the mmistiy 
uuavoidablo, Bir Goorge Lyttollon, losing with the rest his amploy- 
meat, was recompensed nith a iioeragc ; and rested from political 
turbUjenoe in the Homic of Loras. 

He last literary pF.dnctioti Was hie '‘History of llenry the 
Second, *\ olaborated by the eeerches and deliberations of tw only 
years, and publiebed with such anxiety as only vanity can dictate, 

The ftfcmy of this publication ia rcmurkable. Tho whole work 
was printed twice over, a great part of it Ihreo times, and mS,ny 
" 0hmk five times. Tho bookflclUrs paid for the first ifiprcssion ; 

, but tbOjohargos and repeated operations of t^eprOfls wore at the e)t- 
of 1^0 author, whose ambitioTui accuracy iskuovm to have 
colt him m least a ihoutajad pounds. He begafi to print in 1755. 
Throe votumet appeared in 1764, a second odl^on of them in 1767, 
ft thkd edition ih 1763, and the coadosion |n 1T7L 
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Eei^ lAau libt ^tbout ooneid^rabie abiltiies, and iiot 
UKiacauata^ted witk lett^ or tdith life^ ^dertook to peifioaild 
IgrttSioo^ aM b^ hAd perah^od bimaelf, that ho was mastor of the 
ooorot of pKmotdatioo ; tod, as fear h^ts oredulit^^ ho was em- 
ploy^, I httow hot hi what price, to poiat the of " Henry 
the Bocond.*’ 1?ho poiatod and printed, and sent 

into whrld; totteltoa took laonev for his copy, of which 
men he hkd the Pointer he probaoly gave the rest away ; lor 
he was tory ifbexki to the indig^t* 

When , tnh6 pro^ht the History to a third edition, Peid wag 
either 4e^ or dhc&rded ; and the superindendenoe of typography 
and ptthcthhtioh was committed to a man originally a oomb-maker, 
bnt th^ knb^ by the style of Doctor* Sometning uncommon 
was pi^bably expected, and something uncommon wag at last done ; 
for to the Doctors edition k appended, what the world had hardly 
seen before, a list of erfotis in nineteen pagea 
But to politics and literature there must be an end* Lord 
Lyttelton had never the appearanoe«of a strdlig or of a healthy mkXi 
he had a slender uncompaoted frame, and a meagre face ; he lasted 
however sixty years, and was then seized with his lest illness. 
Of his death a very atfecting and Instructive account has been 
^ven by bis phyriciari, which will spare me the task of his moral 
character. 

" On Sunday evening the symptoms of hk lordship's disorder, 
which for a week past had alarmed us, put on a fatal abearance, 
and his lordship believed himself to be a dying man. Prom this 
time he Buffered by restlwsness rather than pain ; though his nerves 
were apparently much fluttered, his mental faculties never seemed 
stronger, when he waft thoftWghly awake. • . 

ills lotdship*s bilious and pepatic complaints seemed alone not 
equal to the expected mournful event ; his long want of sleep, whe- 
ther the consecxuence of the irritation in the bowels, or, wnich is 
more probable, of causes of a different kind, accounts for Ms loss 
of strength, and for his death, very suficiently. 

Though his lordship wished his approaching dissolution not to 
be lingering, he waited for it with resignation. Hh said, Mt is a 
folly, a keeping me in misery, now to attempt to prolong life;’ ye the 
was easily persuaded, for the satisfaction of othejhi, to do or take 
any thing thought proper for him. On Saturday he lad been 
remarkably better, and we were not without some hopes of hk 
recovery* . # 

Sunday, about eleven in the forenoon, his lotdship sent for 
mo, and said lie felt a great hurry, and wished to have a little con- 
versation with me, in order to divert it He then proceeded to open 
the fountain of that heart, from whence goodness had so longflowedi 
as from a copious spring. 'Doctor/ said he, 'you shall be my co% 
fesBor : when I first set out in the world, 1 had friends who endea- 
voured to shake my belief in the Christian xoii^oix. I saw dif&oul- 
iies which staggem me ; but I kept my luiad openjbo conviction. 
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evid«ttees and doctrines of ChwstJaniij', studied n Itli attention 
made me a inost lirm and porBuaded believer of th« (Jliristian re- 
H|fM, 1 have made it the rale of my life, and it h the gtomid of 
my future hopes, I have, erred and siimed ; but have i^e panted, 
end new induked any vicious habit In politics, and i»ubUc life, 
I have made pufec good the rule of my conducL 1 tucvcr gave 
eouneek which 1 did not at the time thinh the best. I have s^ieii 
that I was sometimes in the wrong; , but 1 did not err deat^odly. 
1 hare endeavoured, in private lilb, to do all the good in my 
power, and never for a momeiit could indulge maliolous or unjust 
aesiguB upon any person whatsoever/ 

'' At another time he said, ‘ I must leave my soul in thy ,same 
state as it was in before this iDne^ ; I hud this a very inconvenient 
time for aoUcitudo about any thing/ . 

** ()u the eveiiiag, when the symptoms of ilrmth came on, ho said, 
' I shall die,* but it will not be your fault/ When Lord and Lsidy 
Yalentia came to st’o his lordship, he gave them his solemn bene- 
diction, and said, ‘rivaaood, be virtuona, niy lord ; yon must come 
to this/ Thus he continued giving his dying benediction to all 
around him. On Monday morning a lucid inteival gave some small 
hopes, but these vanished 1 ti thtj^vcoing ; and hr continued dying, but 
with very little iiucesinosa, till Tiimday morning, JVngust 28, whan 
between eeven and e>glt o’clock, he expired, almost wirheutu groan/’ 
His lordship was buried at llaglov’i and the following inscription 
is cut or, the side of his UdyV niojmmirni’ ; 

** Tio'tf uandfiriipd st'KOfl ttasiil&CftJ litre 
hy llir parurulur lifjSvtTC and trxyvrr&s!; 
diwHioo'^ of the KiJrht Hocnu?ab»w’ 

(Jeur^.k Loai> LYra'^LT^N- 
1 who divti Auguut <** ". . 

Lord Lyttelton’s Poome are tljc wo^ki, of a man of liieraturo and 
judguicnt, devoting part of hisi 'to versiSewtiou. They have 
"nothing to be ilespiscd, and little to bo admired. Of his ''Piogress 
of Love/’ it is snflicienl b’amo to ay that it is pastoral. His 
blnnk verses in *' Blenheim^' bai- nci'hcr much force lior much ele- 
gance. Hift little per forma Tier.*;, w ' other J^ongji or Epigrams, asre 
Tsonietime-B in^pid. lJi.» epistolary pieces have aamooth cijtitibility, 
which oannot much lire, boo iuse they an? short, but whioh seldom 
elevates or eurpri-.*.s. But froui this ueusuro. <iuglit be excepted 
his 'LidVico to Belinda/’ which, though for the mo'^^t part written 
when ho was very young, conlainamucii truth and much prudence, 
very elegantly and vigorou.sly ex})rosficd, and tlmwH a mind attentive 
to life, and a power of poetry which cultivatic*' might have raisvjito 
slegauce, 


39xm Clwrk, Prinki, Alwrdmi. 








